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Telegram. 


Canada 
Australia. 

Canada 

Avstmliii    ... 


Cape^    Natal, 
New  Zealand, 
New- 
foundland. 


Natal 


CfkjfA 


New  Zealand 


Suggests  an  alteration  in  the  Mon- 
arch's titles  which  would  recog- 
nise the  separate  and  greatlv 
increased  importance  of  the 
Colonies,  and  requests  them  to 
consult  their  Ministers. 


Conveys  the  views  of  his  Ministers 


Stigg^ata  *^  Sovereign  Lord  of  the 
British  Realms  beyond  the  Seas '' 
as  an  alternative  addition. 


8tai;es  the^  atteraitions  ifii  the  titl^8# 
of  the  Monarch  which  have  been 
proposed,  and  invites  views  of 
Colonial  Ministers. 


Reports  that  Ministers  prefer  ^*King 
of  all  the  British  Dominions 
beyond  the  Seas." 


Ditto 
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...       5 


Newfound-     Ditto 
land. 


Ditto 
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COLONIES. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


RELATING  TO  TJSLK 


PROPOSED  ALTEMTION  OF  THE   SOYAL  STILE 
AND  TITLES  OE  THE  CEOWN. 


No.  1. 

Mb.  chamberlain  to  Governor-General  the  EARL  OF  MINTO  (Canada), 
and  Governor-General   the  EARL   OF   HOPETOUN   (Australia). 

(Sent  7.10  p.m.,  January  29,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

King  Edward's  accession  offers  an  opportunity  of  considering  the  Monarch's  titles, 
and  I  am  very  desirous  that  the  separate  and  greatly  increased  importance  of  the 
Colonies  shomd  be  recognized  if  possible. 

I  therefore  venture  to  suggest  "  King  of  Great  Britg^in  and  Ireland  and  of  Greater 
Britain  beyond  the  Seas." 

It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  self  governing  Colonies  might  desire  more  special 
recognition  as  King  of  Canada,  King  of  Australia,  but  this  would  give  rise  to  very 
great  difficulties.  Other  selfgoveming  Colonies,  viz.,  New  Zealand,  Newfoundland, 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Natal,  could  hardly  be  excluded.  It  would  be  also 
desirable  to  refer  to  the  Crown  Colonies,  aU  of  which  would  be  covered  by  the  expres- 
sion which  I  propose. 

I  request  that  you  will  consult  your  Ministers  most  confidentially  and  enquire 
whether  such  recognition  by  the  King  would  be  gratifying  to  them,  and,  if  so,  whether 
they  approve  of  the  proposed  style. 


No.  2. 
CANADA. 

Governor-General  the  EARL  OF  MINTO  to  Mr,  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  7.55  a.m.,  February  6,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

Referring  to  your  telegram  of  the  29th  January,*  respecting  the  King's  title,  my 
Responsible  Advisers  desire  me  to  express  their  high  appreciation  of  your  action  in 

•  No.  1. 
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inviting  the  opinion  of  the  Grovemment  of  Canada  on  this  important  matter.  They 
recomise  the  desirability,  if  the  result  can  be  reached  without  inconvenience,  of  mak- 
ing His  Majesty's  titles  convey,  not  only  to  His  own  subjects  but  to  Foreign  Powers 
as  well,  some  idea  of  the  world-wide  character  of  the  Empire  over  which  He  rules. 
They  entertain  some  doubt  as  to  the  appropriateness  of  uie  expression  ''  Greater 
Britain,''  which,  while  convenient  colloquially,  is  perhaps  hardly  dennite  or  intelligible 
enough  for  such  a  formal  purpose.  They  would  therefore  surest  for  consideration 
the  expediency  of  retaining  tne  title  of  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and 
Emperor  of  India,  and  addmg  the  words  "  King  of  Canada,  Australasia,  South  Africa, 
and  all  the  British  Dominions  beyond  the  Seas " ;  but  if  the  mention  of  greater 
Colonies  be  deemed  unfair  to  remainder  of  smaller  Colonies,  or  otherwise  oBiectionable, 
the  addition  to  title  might  be  *'  King  of  all  the  British  Dominions  beyond  the  Seas." 
The  repetition  of  the  word  "  King  "  in  the  title  would  perhaps  be  open  to  criticism,  in 
which  case,  the  word  "  Sovereign  "  might  be  used  as  a  suitable  synonym.  The  King^s 
titles  would  then  be  "King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Emperor  of  India,  and 
Sovereign  of  all  the  British  Dominions  beyond  the  Seas. 


No.  3. 
AUSTRALIA. 

Govkrnor-Genbral  the  earl  OF  HOPETOUN  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  10  a.m.,  February  8,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

With  reference  to  your  telegram  of  the  29th  January,*  the  Ministers  of  the  Com- 
monwealth would  prefer  as  the  title  of  the  Monarch  the  following,  which  appears  to 
them  to  meet  the  wishes  of  His  Maiesty's  subjects  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia, 
viz.,  "  Of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  Emperor  of  India, 
and  Sovereign  Lord  of  the  British  Realms  beyond  the  Seas." 


No.  4. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN    to   the    GOVERNORS    OF    THE    CAPE    OF    GOOD 

HOPE,  NATAL,  NEW  ZEALAND,  and  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

(Sent  10.30  p.m.,  February  13, 1901.) 

Telegram. 

King  Edward's  accession  offers  an  opportunity  of  considering  the  titles  of  the 
Monarch,  and  I  am  desirous  that  the  separate  and  greatly  increased  importance  of  the 
Colonies  should  be  recognized,  if  possible. 

The  following  suggestions  have  been  made : — 

First. — "  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Emperor  of  Lidia,  and  King  (or 
Sovereign)  of  Canada,  Australasia,  and  all  the  British  Dominions  beyond  the  Seas." 

Second. — ^Addition  to  present  title  of  the  words  "  Sovereign  Lord,  or  King,  of  the 
British  Realms  beyond  the  Seas." 

Third.— Addition  to  present  title  of  the  words  "  King  of  all  the  British  Dominions 
beyond  the  Seas";  without  specifying  any  particular  Colony. 

On  the  whole,  I  prefer  the  third  suggestion.  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  consult 
your  Ministers  confidentially,  and  enquire  whether  such  recognition  by  His  Majesty 
would  be  gratifying  to  them,  and,  if  so,  which  they  would  prefer  of  the  above 
suggestions. 
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No.  5. 

NATAL. 

GOVERNOR  Sir  W.  F.  HELY-HUTCHINSON  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  10.20  p.m.,  February  17,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

Your  telegram  of  the  13th  February*  havmg  been  laid  before  Ministers,  Prime 
Minister  has  replied  that  the  third  alternative,  King  of  all  the  British  Dominions 
beyond  the  Seas,''  is  preferred.  He  adds  that  such  a  recognition  of  the  Colonies  will 
be  gratifying  to  Ministers. 


No.  6. 

CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 

GOVERNOR  Sir  ALFRED  MILNER  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  2.10  p.m.,  February  18,  1901.) 

Telegram. 

With  reference  to  your  telegram  of  the  13th  February,*  I  have  just  received  a 
Minute  from  Ministers,  saying  that  they  desire  to  express  their  strong  approval  of  the 
idea  as  embodied  in  the  proposal  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  of  the  three  sugges- 
tions named  they  greatly  prefer  the  third,  but  they  suggest  that  the  title  should  be  as 
follows: — ^''King  of  Great  Britain  and  Iceland,  and  of  all  British  Dominions  beyond 
the  Seas,  and  Emperor  of  India." 


No.  7. 

NEWFOUNDLAND. 

Governor  Sm  H.  E.  McCALLUM  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  7.30  p.m.,  February  1901.) 

Telegram. 

With  reference  to  your  telegram  of  the  13th  February,*  my  Ministers  feel  much 
gratified  at  the  su^ested  recognition  by  the  King.  They  would  prefer  the  addition  to 
the  present  title  which  is  numbered  three  in  your  telegram. 


No.  8. 

NEW  ZEALAND. 

Governor  the  EARL  OF  RANFURLY  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  8.34  a.m.,  February  21, 1901.) 

Telegram. 

In  reply  to  your  telegram  of  the  13th  February,*  my  Government  have  unani- 
mously decided  in  favour  of  the  third  suggestion,  to  add  ''  King  of  all  the  British 
Dominions  beyond  the  Seas."    This  would  gratify  the  people  of  New  Zealand. 


•  No.  4. 
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COLONIES   (COLONIAL    ACTS,    ROYAL   ASSENT). 


RETURN  to  an  Address  of  the  Honoarable  The  House  of  Commons, 
dated  14  May  1900 ;— /or, 


BETUBN  *'  of  the  names  of  Bills,  since  the  date  covered  by  the  Housfi 
OF  Lords  Buturn,  No.  196,  of  1894,  passed  by  both  Houses  of  the 
LsGiSLATURS  in  Colonies  possessing  Besponsible  Government,  to  which 
Her  Majesty  has  not  given  Her  Assent,  and  of  Bills  so  passed 
with  a  Suspending  Clause,  under  which  the  Act  does  not  come  into 
operation  until  proclaimed,  in  respect  of  which  no  such  Proclamation 
has  been  made." 


^''?riu^mi.     }  J-    CHAMBERLAIN. 


{Sir  Oharles  DUke.) 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Commons,  to  be  Printed, 
i6  August  1901. 
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COLONIES.— COLONIAL  ACTS  (ROYAL  ASSENT). 


BsFUBN  of  the  names  of  Bills,  since  the  date  covered  by  the  House  of  Lords 
Beturn,  No.  196,  of  1894,  passed  by  both  Houses  of  the  Leoislatubs  in 
Colonies  possessing  Besponsible  Government,  to  which  Her  Majesty  has 
not  given  Her  Assent,  and  of  Bills  so  passed  with  a  Susfbndino  Clause, 
under  which  the  Act  does  not  come  into  operation  until  proclaimed,  in 
respect  of  which  no  such  Proclamation  has  been  made. 

Note.'-The  two  Canada  Acts,  cap.  29  of  1889,  and  cap.  22  of  1893,  which 
were  stated  in  the  previous  Betum  to  be  **  still  under  consideration,"  were 
not  assented  to. 


I.— List  of  Acts  and  Reserved  Bills  to  which  the  Botal  Assent  has  not 

been  given. 


DOMINION  OF  CANADA. 


Title. 


Aotion  taken. 


1899.— Cap.  3 : 
An  Act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  direct 
submarine    telegraphic    communication    between 
Canada  and  Australasia. 


Still     under     con« 
sideration. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 


1895.— Cap.  7 : 
An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  58  Vict.  cap.  2,  entitled 
^'  An  Act  to  authorise  the  Raising  of  a  Sum  of 
*'  Money  by  Loan,  for  the  Public  Service  of  this 
"  Colony." 

1895.— Cap.  11 : 
An  Act  respecting  Warehouse  BeceiptSi  and  other 
Securities  in  the  possession  of  Banks. 

1895.— Cap.  12 : 
An  Act  respecting  Elections  in  the  present  year 

1897.— Cap.  27 : 
An  Act  to  amend  Chapter  124  of  the  Consolidated 
Statutes  f Second  Series)  entitled  ''Of  the  Coast 
Fisheries.      {Benerved.) 

1897.— Cap.  28 : 
An  Act  to  amend  the  '*  Election  Act,  1889,*'  and  the 
Acts  in  amendment  thereof.     {Reserved.) 


Not  assented  to. 


Not  assented  to. 

Not  assented  to. 
Not  assented  to. 

Not  assented  to. 


«    0.S60. 
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OAPB  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


Title. 


1899.— Cap.  25 : 
An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Extradi- 
tion of  Criminals. 


Action  tftken. 


Not  yet  assented  to. 


NATAL. 


1894.— Cap.  25 : 
An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Franchise 

1895.— Cap.  27  : 
An  Act  to  define  the  Privileges,  Immunities,  and 
Powers  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Natal  respectively. 

1897.— Cap.  15 : 
An  Act  for  removing  a  certain  restriction   upon 
Marriage  within  the  Colony  of  Natal. 


Not     assented    to. 
Since  repealed. 

Not  yet  assented  to. 


Not     assented    to. 
Since  repealed. 


NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 


1896.— Cap.  41 : 
An  Act  tio  apply  and  extend  certain  provisions  of 
the  Chinese  Restriction  and  Begulation  Act  of 
1888  to  other  Coloured  Races,  to  repeal  Section  15 
of  that  Act,  and  for  other  purposes  incidental  to 
or  consequent  upon  the  before-mentioned  objects. 
(Beservea.) 

1899.— Cap.  32 : 
An  Act  to  abolish  the  Mariae  Board ;  to  constitute 
a  Department  of  Navigation  and  Courts  of  Marine 
Inquiry,  and  to  define  the  powers  and  duties  of 
such  department  and  courts ;  to  amend  the  Navi- 
gation Acts  of  1871-1896  in  other  respects ;  and 
for  purposes  incidental  to  or  consequent  upon 
those  objects.    {Reserved.) 

1899.— Cap.  53 : 
An  Act  to  provide  for  the  registration  of  the  o£Sces 
of  certain  Companies,  and  to  impose  duties  on  the 
death  of  shareholders  of  those  Companies. 
1900.— Cap.  54: 
An  Act  to  amend  the  Navigation  (Amendment)  Act, 
1899. 

1900.— Cap.  76 : 
An  Act  to  amend  the  Companies  (Death  Duties)  Act, 
1899. 


Not  assented  to. 


Not  yet  assented  to. 


Not  yet  assented  to. 


Not  yet  assented  to. 


Not  yet  assented  to. 


SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 


1896.— No.  672 : 
An  Act  for  the  restriction  of  Coloured  Immigration. 
{Reserved.) 


Not  assented  to. 
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WESTERN  AUSTEALU. 


Title. 


Action  taken. 


1894.— Cap.  37 : 
An  Act  to  further  amend  "  The  Constitution  Act, 
1889.''     {Reserved.) 

1896.— Cap.  25 : 
An  Act  to  regulate  the  Carriage  of  Passengers  by- 
Vessels  engaged  in  the  Coasting  Trade. 

1899.— Cap.  54: 
An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  passed  in  the  sixty-second 
year  of  Her  Majesty,  and  numbered  twenty-eight, 
intituled  *'  An  Act  to  amend  the  Companies  Act, 
**  1893,  Amendment  Act,  1897." 

1900.— Cap.  12 : 
An  Act  to   facilitate  the  Investment  in   Western 
Australian   Government  Securities  of  Trust  and 
other  Funds  in  the  United  Kingdom, 

1900.— Cap.  39 : 
An  Act  to  amend  the  Patent  Act,  1888,  and  the  Patent 
Act  (Amendment),  1892.    {Reserved.) 


Not  assented  to. 
Not  yet  assented  to. 
Not  yet  assented  to. 


Not  yet  assented  to. 


Not  yet  assented  to« 


TASMANIA. 


1896.— Cap.  55 : 
An  Act  to  apply  and  extend  the  Provisions  of  **  The 
"  Chinese  immigration  Act,  1887,"  to  certain  other 
Coloured  Races.     {Reserved.) 

1898.— Cap.  19 : 
An  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
the  Examination  of,  and  Grant  of  Certificates  of 
Competency  to,  Persons  intending  to  act  as  Masters, 
MateSy  or  Engineers  on  board  British  Ships. 

1900.— Cap.  73 : 
An  Act  to  amend  "  The  Ulverstone  Burnie  Railway 
"  Construction  Act,  1891,"  and  for  other  purposes. 
{Reserved.) 


Not  yet  assented  to. 


Not  yet  assented  to. 


Not  yet  assented  to. 


NEW  ZEALAND. 


1896.— Cap.  64 : 
An  Act  to  prevent  the  Influx  into  New  Zealand  of 
Persons  of  Alien  Race  who  are  likely  to  be  hurtful 
to  the  Public  Welfare.     {Reserved.) 

1900.— Cap.  73 : 
An  Act  to  establish  and  define  an  Ensign  for  New 
Zealand.     {Reserved.) 


Not  yet  assented  to. 


Not  yet  assented  to. 
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II. — List  of  Acts  passed  with  a  Suspiendikg  Glausb  under  which  the  Aor  does 
not  come  into  operation  nntil  proclaimed,  in  respect  of  which  no  such 
Proclamation  has  been  made. 


CAPE  OF  GOOD  HOPE. 


Title, 


1899.— Cap.  25 : 
An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Extradition 
of  Criminals. 

1899.— Cap.  38 : 
An  Act  to  amend  the    Law  in  force    in    British 
Bechuanaland. 


Action  taken. 


Not  yet  assented  to. 


Assented  to,  but  not 
proclaimed. 


NATAL. 


1894.— Cap.  25 : 
An  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Franchise  - 

1897.— Cap.  15 : 
An  Act  for  removing  a  certain  restriction   upon 
Marriage  within  the  Colony  of  Natal. 

1898.— Cap.  46 : 
An  Act  to  extend  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme 
Court  to  the  Province  of  Zululand. 


Not     assented     to. 
Since  repealed. 

Not     assented    to. 
Since  repealed. 

Assented  to,  but  not 
proclaimed. 


WESTBEN  AUSTRALIA. 


1896.— Cap.  25  : 
An  Act  to  regulate  the  Carriage  of  Passengers  by 
Vessels  engaged  in  the  Coasting  Trade. 


Not  yet  assented  to. 


TASMANLA.. 


1898.— Cap.  19: 
An  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
the  Examination  of,  and  Grant  of  Certificates  of 
Competency  to,  Persons  intending  to  act  as  Masters, 
Mates,  or  Engineers  on  board  British  Ships. 


Not  yet  assented  to. 
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CYPRUS.  '^»- 


REPORT     FOR     1899-1900. 

(For  Report  for  1898-9,  see  [Cd.  227]  JuDe,  1900.) 


High  Commissioner  Sir  W.  F.  Haynes  Smith  to 
Mr.  Chamberlain. 

Government  House, 

Nicosia, 
January  12,  1901. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the 
annual  Blue  Book  of  Cyprus  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  March 
last. 


I. — Financial. 

General  Revenue  and  Expenditure, 

2.  The  revenue  of  the  year  is  £200,638,  and  has  oniy  twice 
been  exceeded  since  the  occupation,  viz.,  in  1891  and  1898.  The 
average  revenue  of  the  five  years  ending  March,  1900,  has  been 
£191,576,  and  of  the  ten  years  ending  on  the  same  date,  £190,399. 
The  average  annual  revenue  of  the  21  completed  years  since  the 
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Otprub,     occupation  has  been  £178,875.      The  following  tables  show  the 
1899-1900.   revenue  received  and  the  amounts  expended  under  the  different 
heads  during  the  last  year  as  compared  with  those  of  the  pre- 
ceding year,  and  the  total  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  last 
five  years : — 


Revenue. 


Tax  or  Duty. 

Amount 

Collected  in 

1898-99,  in 

Pounds  Sterling. 

Amount 

Collected  in 

1899-00,  in 

Pounds  Sterling. 

£            8. 

c.p. 

£         8,   c.p. 

Tithes             

66,641  10 

7 

54,221     7     1 

Sheep  and  Goat  Tax           

14,053    4 

2 

14,283    3    7 

Pig  Tax          

752    7 

7 

660  17    2 

Verghi,  or  Property  Tax     

34,451  11 

8 

35,662    0    4 

Military  Exemption  Tax     

6,522  14 

6,644  13    8 

Defter  Hakani  Fees,  or  Fees  payable 
on  Transfer  of  Land. 

6,213    3 

6,049    5    8 

Customs         

28,942  13 

30,571    7     1 

Excise 

28,466  13 

28,300    4    6 

Port  and  Harbour  Dues,  &c. 

7,258    8 

6,784  15    7 

Court  Beceipts  and  Revenue  Stamps 

7,262  16 

6 

7,323  19    4 

Post  Office     

3,222  11 

5 

3,472  14    1 

Royalties        

412    7 

8 

714  18    2 

Forest  Revenue         

1,447    3 

6 

1,613    9    0 

Payments  for  Specific  Services,  &c. 

1,795    3 

4 

1,753    3    6 

Interest  on  Government  Monies    .„ 

489  16 

1 

626  12    2 

Miscellaneous 

1,361  12 

8 

1,955  16    0 

Total 

210,284    0 

4 

200,638    8    5 
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Expenditure. 

Otprus, 

1899-1900. 

Separate  Heads  of  Expendit 

ure. 

Expenditure, 

1898-99,  in 

Pounds  Sterling. 

Expenditure, 
1899-00,  in 
Pounds  Sterling. ' 

£         8, 

c.p. 

-     £       #. 

c./>. 

H.E.  the  High  Commissioner 

... 

B,884    1 

4 

3,977    2 

0 

Legislative  Conncil 

... 

344  14 

3 

351  13 

4 

Chief  Secretary        

... 

3,085  10 

8 

3,040  14 

8 

Government  Printing  Office 

... 

700    4 

8 

730    9 

7 

Eeoeiver-General      

••• 

14,732    4 

5 

14,321  13 

2 

Auditor          

••• 

919    5 

3 

924  15 

5 

Public  Works  and  Store  Department 

2,642    4 

3 

2,679  15 

1 

Public  Works 

18,997    5 

1 

19,000    0 

0 

Land  Registration    

4,278  16 

0 

4,668    7 

6 

Forests           

2,978    4 

1 

3,221  18 

5 

Agriculture 

644    7 

2 

724    6 

2 

District  Establishments 

7,328    4 

2 

7,214  13 

8 

Customs  and  Excise 

6,982    7 

0 

7,724  10 

3 

Post  Office     

4,464  18 

2 

3,939  17 

5 

Jiaw  and  Justice       

13,041  11 

8 

13,216  19 

7 

Education      

4,907    0 

0 

5,216  11 

5 

Medical  Departments,  Hospitals,  &c. 

6,401  19 

5 

6,673  17 

5 

Police 

... 

26,229  11 

5 

26,393  10 

8 

Prisons           

... 

6,244  16 

1 

5,467  14 

1 

Crown  Agents           

•.• 

17  13 

7 

14    8 

6 

Pensions         

... 

2,450  11 

8 

2,180  14 

8 

Debt  Charges            

... 

61  10 

1 

— 

Miscellaneous            

••• 

2,637    8 

5 

2,998  10 

2 

Total 

132,974  11 

1 

134,682    5 

8 
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Cyprus,         I  annex  a  Comparative  table  of  the  Revenue  of  Cyprus  for 
1899-1900    the  past  five  years,  under  seven  heads,  showing  the  incidence  of. 
""""        the  taxation  : — 


- 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£       ;       £ 

1.  Taxes  on  landed  property 
and  tithes. 

82,596 

9ft,744 

100,162 

114,616  1100,737 

i 

2    Grazing  Taxes 

11,686 

13,949!    13,536 

14,806  1    14,944 

3.  Personal  Taxes 

6,303 

6,457 

7,049 

7,911  '     7,989 

4.  Excise      

20,298 

20,728 

21,250 

22,214  '    23,908 

5.  Customs 

31,342 

33,406 

34,250 

34,755  !    35,600 

6.  Stamps  and  Court  Fees 

7,773 

7,309 

7,174 

7,253        7,324 

7.  Miscellaneous     

8,782 

7,615 

7,204 

8,729  I   10,136 

i 

Totals  ... 

167,780 

188,208 

190,625 

1 

210,284    200,638 

The  reason  of  the  reduction  in  the  revenue  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year  is  that  there  was  a  bad  harvest  consequent 
upon  the  failure  of  rains  during  the  previous  autumn  and  spring. 
I  am  told  that  the  crops  have  not  yielded  such  bad  returns  for 
the  past  15  years.  Yet,  owing  to  good  prices,  and  to  the  increased 
extent  of  cultivation  the  receipts  from  tithes  were  still  satisfactory. 
The  cereal  tithes,  notwithstanding  the  reduction  in  quantity, 
realized  £45,284 — as  compared  with  £53,900  for  the  year 
1898-1899,  which  was  a  year  of  a  large  cereal  harvest. 

The  receipts  fi*om  port  dues  were  also  less  by  £526  7*.  than 
those  of  the  previous  year  ;  but  except  in  these  items  of  tithes 
and  port  dues  the  revenue  shows  an  increase  under  each  head  as 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Collection  of  Direct  Ta,i'es. 

The  improvement  in  the  rate  of  collection  of  the  direct  taxes, 
to  which  attention  has  been  drawn  in  previous  reports  was  more 
than  sustained. 


Digitized  by  vnOOQ iC 


The  following  table  shows  the  progress  made  : — 


District. 

Assessment  for 

the  year  (exclu- 

diiM?  cereals) 

less  5  per  cent. 

Collections. 

Percentage 

of 
Collections. 

Nicosia 

£ 
13,494 

£ 

16,889 

1251 

Lamaca     

4,815 

5,684 

118 

Limassol 

8,751 

10,228 

117-3 

Famagusta...        ... 

10,198 

11,009 

108 

Paphos      

6,880 

9,868 

148-4 

Kyrenia     

3,138 

3,573 

113-9 

Total          

47,276 

57,251 

1211 

Ctpbus, 
1899-1900. 


The  smaller  percentages  of  collection  in  Famagusta  and 
Kyrenia  are  due  to  there  having  been  fewer  arrears  to  collect. 
These  districts  are,  from  the  point  of  view  of  collection  of  taxes, 
in  better  order  than  the  other  districts  in  the  Island. 

The  collection  of  Verghis  was  £35,662  as  compared  with 
£35,452  in  1898  and  £36,147  in  1897.  But  the  collection  in 
1897  included  large  arrears  of  Bedel  Ushur  which  ceased  to 
be  assessed  in  that  year. 

The  collection  of  Bedel  Askerieh  or  tax  in  lieu  of  military 
service  was  £6,645,  and  is  the  largest  that  has  been  made  since 
the  occupation. 

The  arrears  of  revenue  on  31st  March  were  £19,087  4^.  2d.^  as 
compared  with  £27,060  9^.  2d.  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year, 
showing  a  reduction  of  £7,973  5s. 

The  principal  cause  of  the  more  efficient  collection  of  taxes  has 
been  the  abolition  of  the  minor  tithes.  The  labour  involved  in 
writing  these  into  the  various  books  was  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  amount  realized,  and  the  mere  clerical  labour  involved 
interfered  with  the  collection  of  other  taxes.  Since  these  tithes 
were  abolished,  not  only  has  a  greater  proportion  of  the  assess- 
ment been  collected,  but  the  gross  amounts  collected  since  the 
abolition  have  been  greater  than  before.  Again,  the  continuous 
diminution  of  arrears  is  accompanied  by  a  diminution  of  paper 
work,  so  that  more  attention  is  given  to  actual  collection. 

Efforts  are  made  to  continue  the  inquiry  into  the  distribution 
of  the  Verghis  in  order  to  assess  land  tax  on  the  actual  owners 
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Gtpbus,     of   the  land,  but  the  smaUness  of  the  staff  at  command  makes 
1899-1900,    progress  in  the  work  very  slow. 


Salt  Revenue, 

3,125  tons  of  salt  were  collected  during  the  year  at  a  cost  of 
£296  175.  6c.j9. ;  the  receipts  under  that  sub-head  of  Excise  were 
£4,302  \\s.  Tc.p.  as  against  £4,693  in  the  preceding  year,  and 
£4,099  in  1897-1898. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the 
last  five  years  : — 


1896. 

1896. 

1897 

1898. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Revenue 

167,777 

188,658 

190,525 

210,284 

200,638 

Expenditure     ... 

113,851 

129,494 

132,130 

132,974 

134,682 

These  figures  are  exclusive  of  the  amount  of  the  tribute  paid  to 
Turkey.  The  grant  in  aid  for  the  year  voted  by  the  Imperial 
Parliament  was  £13,000. 

The  following  figures  completed  to  31st  March,  1900,  sum  up- 
the  financial  history  of  Cyprus  since  the  British  occupation  : — 


£ 

3,895,976 

2,559,208 

1,336,768 

2,007,347 


Revenue  to  the  31st  March,  1900 

Expenditure,  exclusive  of  tribute 

Excess  of  revenue  over  expenditure  .. 

Paid  on  account  of  tribute  to  Turkey 

leaving  a  deficit  £670,579,  of  which  there  has  been  provided  by 
the  British  Treasury  £648,085. 

There  were  some  important  changes  in  taxation  during  the  year. 
The  Customs  tariff,  which  before  was  levied  under  a  temporary 
law,  was  carefully  revised  and  made  permanent,  and  the  amoimts 
payable  for  the  tithe  dues  on  aniseed,  cotton,  linseed,  raisins,  silk, 
and  some  other  articles,  which  previously  were  subject  to  periodical 
determination  by  the  Medjliss  Idare,  were  made  certain  and 
leviable  on  exportation.  The  tithes  on  olives,  which  had  given 
rise  to  continued  friction,  were  abolished,  and  the  amount 
was  made  good  to  the  revenue  by  an  increase  in  some  of 
the  Customs  dues. 
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Assets  and  Liabilities. 


Oyprub, 
1899-1900. 


Assets. 


Liabilities. 


Cash  in  hand 


Advances  due  to 
Government         ...      12,413  18     6 

Yalae  of  Securities 
purchased  on  ac- 
count of  deposits...      13,924  11     8 

Arrears  of  revenue...      19,087    4     2 

Balance  of   Liabili- 


£        «.    e.p.j  £        u,  c.//. 

40,361     6    2     Deposits     due  by 

Government  to 

various  Funds  ...     37,394  14    5 


ties  over  Assets 


Total 


3,406  16    7 


£89,194    5    7 


Balance  of  Tribute 
for  the  year  pay- 
able on  31  July 
1900         61,799  11     2! 


Total        ...  £89,194    6    7 


Of  the  arrears  of  revenue  some  £15,000  is  estimated  to  be 
recovei*able. 

Public  Debt. 

The  only  public  obligation  besides  the  tribute  is  a  debt  for  the 
first  instalments  of  an  Irrigation  Loan  of  £60,000,  which 
has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Imperial  Parliament ;  £21,000  of 
this  amount  had  been  expended  on  the  irrigation  works  on  the 
31st  March. 

The  annual  charges  for  the  tribute  payable  to  Turkey  under 
the  Convention  are:  £87,686  with  4,166,220  okes  of  salt  in 
kind,  £1 13  1 1«.  3c./?.  in  respect  of  certain  Light  dues,  and  £5,000  in 
respect  of  the  produce  of  the  State  lands, making  £92,799  \\s.  3c.p. 
payable  in  money  besides  the  salt  in  kind. 


Currency. 

The  current  gold  coins  are  the  English  sovereign  and  half- 
sovereign,  the  French  20-franc  piece,  and  the  Turkish  lira. 

The  silver  coins  used  are  the  British  silver  coins. 

The  copper  coins  are  local,  one  piastre  piece,  and  a  half-piastre, 
and  a  quarter-piastre  coins  being  used — nine  piastres  make  one 
shilling.     There  is  no  note  currency. 

It  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  coin  in  circulation 
or  hoarded  ;  but  in  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to  note  the 
importations  and  export  of  gold  coins  as  shown  in  the  following 
tabic. 
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GYPBU8,         Return  of  imports  and  exports  of  gold  coin  for  the  past  22 


1899-1900, 


years 


Year. 


1878  ... 

1879  ... 

1880  ... 

1881  ... 

1882  ... 

1883  ... 

1884  ... 

1885  ... 

1886  ... 

1887  ... 
1889  ... 

1889  ... 

1890  ... 

1891  ..• 

1892  ... 

1893  ... 

1894  ... 

1895  ... 

1896  ... 

1897  ... 

1898  ... 

1899  ... 

Total 
Average 


Imports. 


...  I 


51,500 
73,534 
[53,021 
88,394 
96,775 
44,023 
37,740 
64,962 
52,713 
19,548 
17,608 
44,725 ' 
88,687 
68,706 
23,143 
19,249 
15,947 
34,190 
50,055 
31,032 
58,489 
27,798 


Exports. 


1,061,839 


£48,265 


£ 
10,671 

52,704 

27,194 

36,350 

73,194 

33,164 

35,973 

18,839 

32,581 

35,827 

32,878 

22,207 

33,574 

28,077 

40,937 

26,029 

58,159 

34,140 

25,641 

22,876 

29,448 

43,687 


748.150 


34,052 


Surplus  of  imports  orer 
exports  in  nine  years, 
£241,992. 


'Surplus  of  exports  orer 
(  imports  in  two  years, 
I     £31,549. 

(Tears  of  distress.) 

Surplus  of  imports  over 
exports  in  three  years, 
£123,260. 


Surplus  of  exports  over 
h     imports  in  three  years, 
£66,786. 


Surplus  of  imports  over 
exports  in  three  years, 
£32,620. 


I  Surplus  of  imports  orer 
^  exports  in  two  years, 
I      £13,152. 


( Net  surplus   of   imports 
(     over  exports,  £312,689 
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MANaFACTUREfi   ARTICLES — continued. 

Machinery     

Arms  and  Ammanition     

Books           No. 

Bricks  and  Tiles      „ 

Candles         Cwt. 

Casks,  Empty          No. 

Cement         Cwt. 

Cigarette  Paper       

Drags  and  Medicines         

Earthen  and  Glass  Ware 
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ClTPBua,        The    directions  which    the   year's   trade    took    are    shown 
118994900.    below:— 


Imports  into  Cyprus 
from 

Exports  from  Cyprus 
to 

Merchandise 
Value. 

Coin  and 
Bullion. 

Merchandise 
Value. 

Coin  and 
Bullion. 

United  Kingdom 

£ 

[82,276 

£    • 
136 

£ 
55,632 

£ 

Britiflh  Colonies 

1,774 

— 

10,025 

— 

Turkey 

75,592 

24,774 

56,110 

15,288 

Egypt 

32,442 

2,314 

61,959 

25,401 

Austria 

38,041 

119 

15,254 

396 

France 

19,115 

— 

48,711 

1,882 

•<>reece 

10,063 

357 

4,733 

431 

ivaiy      ,,,        ,,,        ,,, 

7,101 

263 

5,828 

— 

RuBsia 

6,696 

30 

1,924 

— 

Ronmania        

949 

— 

1,914 

— 

Bulganai          

138 

— 

288 



• 

Belgium          

5,340 

— 

120 

8,009 

— 

23 

— 

Sweden 

913 

— 

— 

— 

TJ.S.  America 

319 

— 

2,334 

— 

Brazil 

827 

— 

— 

~ 

Other  Countries 

184 

— 

46 

— 

Totals       

289,768 

27,993 

264,851 

43,398 

Total  imports  £317,761,     Total  exports  £308,249,  and  showing 
an  excess  of  imports  of  £9,512.| 
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The  following  is  a  comparative  return  of  the  Total  Imports      Gtpbc 
and  Exports  for  the  last  five  years  : —  1899-19 

Imports. 


— 

1899.        1898. 

1897. 

1896. 

1895. 

Live  Animals,  Food,  Drink, 
and  Narcotics. 

£ 

84,421 

£ 
92,979 

£ 
79,315 

£ 

77,248 

£ 
63,392 

63,007 

58,969 

55,978 

49,473      53,443 

lianafactared  Articles 

142,340 

136,258 

128,053 

113,330 

125,233 

Coin  and  Bullion     

27,993 

58,448 

31,314 

50,033 

34,250 

Total     

317,761 

346,654 

1294,660 

290,084 

276,318 

Exports. 


1899. 

1 

1898. 

1897. 

1896. 

1895. 

Live  Animals,  Food,  Drink, 
and  Narcotics. 

£ 

199,418 

£ 

279,940 

£ 
208,801 

£ 
232,885 

£ 
203,905 

Baw  Materials 

... 

57,965 

51,586 

49,521 

54,216 

49,520 

•«• 

7,468 

12,161 

6,480 

10,041 

21,184 

Coin  and  Bullion    ... 

*•• 

43,398 

29,378 

22,858 

25,489 

34,107 

Total      

308,249 

373,065 

287,660 

322,631 

.   1 

308,716 

The  total  imports  exclusive  of  bullion  were  slightly  in  excess 
<£  1,562)  of  those  of  last  year. 

The  imports  of  articles  of  food  which  can  be  prodnced  in  the 
Island  fell  off  to  the  extent  of  over  £20,000  but  the  deficiency 
was  more  than  made  good  by  increased  importation  of  articles 
showing  improved  conditions  of  life,  such  as  cotton  and  linen 
yams  and  cotton  piece  goods  for  clothes,  tobacco,  unenumerated 
raw  materials  for  use  in  the  Island  and  other  articles. 

The  importation  of  silkworm  eggs  doubled,  being  278  okes  as 
against  131  okes  in  1898. 
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The  increase  in  the  imports  from  France,  Austria  and  other 
foreign  comitries  to  the  detriment  of  English  trade  is  greatlj 
due  to  the  many  facilities  which  the  French,  Austrian  and 
foreign  steam  lines  offer  to  traders. 

The  table  of  exports  shows  how  severely  the  Island  suffered 
from  the  drought.  The  value  of  the  wheat,  barley,  and  cheese 
exported  shows  a  decrease  of  £64,698,  and  even  if  the  value  be 
deducted  of  the  increased  quantity  which  was  used  of  food 
produced  in  the  country,  there  was  a  loss  of  over  £40,000  on 
these  three  items.  The  exports  of  caroubs  were  also  £3,365 
less.  The  value  of  animals  exported  fell  £10,689,  the  cause 
being  that  the  Egyptian  market  for  th^n  was  practically  closed 
by  the  quarantine  regulations.  The  silk  crop  was  a  bad  one^ 
and  the  value  fell  £4,796,  while  the  vintage  was  poor,  showing  a 
reduction  in  the  value  exported  of  £6,591.  Tne  short  crops 
resulted  in  the  balance  of  the  movement  of  coin  being  against 
the  Island.  The  excess  of  the  exports  of  coin  over  the  imports 
being  £15,405. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  satis&ctory  to  note  an  increase  in  the 
export  of  cotton  from  2,582  cwt.  in  1898  to  7,641  cwt.  in  1899. 
Fruit  and  vegetables  show  an  increase  in  value  of  £3,682. 


Land  Grants  and  General  Value  of  Land, 

The  hali  or  public  lands  of  the  Island  have  not  been  surveyed 
and  no  roll  of  them  has  been  compiled,  so  that  their  approximate 
area  cannot  be  stated.  About  495  acres  of  hali  or  public  land 
were  granted  during  the  year  at  an  average  price  of  £3  6s.  per 
acre,  but  as  I  stated  in  my  report  of  last  year,  the  value  of  land 
depends  on  whether  or  not  it  has  water  or  is  irrigated. 

Commissions  were  issued  under  a  law  passed  during  the  year 
for  delimiting  the  public  lands  within  the  districts  affected  by  the 
Irrigation  Works,  and  the  area  within  these  districts  will  thus 
be  determined. 

Shippinff, 

The  following  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  entered  and  cleared 
at  the  ports  of  Cyprus  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,. 
1899:— 


— 

Entered. 

Tons. 

Gleaied. 

Tons. 

StcBiners       •••        •••        ••• 

Bailing  Vesseb         

217 
9Si 

201,755 
66,699 

217 
927 

201,755 
58,291 
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Tlie  falling  off  in  the  number  of  steamships  visiting  the  Island     Cyprus, 
and   the  increase  in  sailing  vessels  is  due  to  the  inoposition  of    1B99-1900. 
quarantine  consequent  on  the  existence  of  plague  in  Egypt  and        """ 
to  the  mode  in  which  the  shipping  dues  are  levied.     The  increase 
in   the   number   of   Austrian   steamers  is  due  to   the  Austrian 
Lloyd   Company  having  undertaken  the  mail  contract.     While 
Egypt  was  free  of  plague  there  was  a  weekly  service  there  from 
Larnaca,  Famagusta,  and  Papho,  but  during  the  imposition  of 
quarantine  on  Egypt  the  service  had  to  be  modified  and  the 
steamers  ran  to  the  Piraeus. 

During  the  year  a  subsidised  steam  service  roimd  the  Island 
was  inaugurated,  which,  though  not  greatly  used  at  first,  appears 
now  to  be  giving  considerable  satisfaction. 

I  append  a  return  of  vessels  entering  the  various  ports.  This 
shows  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  steamers  which  entered,  and  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  sailing  vessels. 
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Vessels  entered 

1896.                                     1896. 

1 

1897. 

Ports. 

steam. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

1 

1 

1 

^ 

1 

1 

Tons. 

Number. 
Tons. 

J 

H 

Lamaca     ... 

127 

159,758 

312 

21,156 

206 

269,431 

548 

58,368 

184 

210,906 

Limassol    ... 

89 

84,735 

197 

17,457 

84 

90,877 

168 

13,942 

123 

88,400 

Famagusia... 

1 

710 

198 

6,998 

2 

51 

259 

6,273 

2 

2,181 

Kyrenia     ... 

1 

1,137 

59 

2,082 

2 

984 

94 

3,001 

1 

1,304 

Papho 

1 

513 

94 

4,284 

— 

— 

81 

1,894 

2 

1,845 

Lefka 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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at  each  Port. 


1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Sailing. 

Ports. 

» 

1 

1 

H 

1 

H 

1 

1 

1 

1 

H 

195 

15,901 

145 

161,796 

184 

11,323 

168 

158,120 

406 

39,645 

Trfirnaca 

209 

17,110 

116 

73,936 

207 

11,431 

56 

38,328 

161 

7,952 

Limasaol 

221 

5,869 

2 

1,610 

312 

9,147 

— 

— 

168 

4,533 

Famagiuta 

27 

916 

1 

1,036 

106 

3,161 

3 

6,307 

78 

1,702 

Kyrenia 

79 

2,516 

2 

926 

104 

2,516 

— 

— 

97 

2,119 

P^pho 

86 

2,617 

— 

— 

32 

827 

— 

— 

32 

748 

Lefka 

Otpbo 
1899-19 
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Cyprus, 
1899-1900. 


Mines,  Manufactures,  and  Fisheries. 

Mining  for  copper  has  been  commenced,  but  the  preliminary 
works  undertaken  by  a  Syndicate  for  opening  a  copper  mine  in 
the  Papho  District  have  not  yet  been  completed. 

The  export  trade  in  wine  which  is  the  most  important  manu- 
facture in  the  Island  was  65,600  gallons  less  than  last  year  ;  due, 
as  I  have  already  stated,  to  a  poor  vintage.  The  defects  in  the 
manufacture  of  wines  still  continue  and  little  improvement  has 
been  effected.  Some  effort  is  being  made  to  improve  the  quality 
of  the  spirit,  and  an  excellent  brandy  is  being  manufactured  from 
the  grape  which,  there  are  indications,  will  make  its  way  in  the 
home  markets.  The  quantity  made  is  also  increasing.  The  price 
is  unduly  low  and  will  probably  rise  when  the  quality  is  better 
known. 

Wines. 


Produce  of 
Vintage. 

Exported. 

Average  Price 
per  Gallon 

Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

of  Wine 
Exported. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

£ 

c.p. 

1890 

3,047,949 

1,468,007 

53,698 

6-59 

1891 

4,164,470 

1,612,403 

46,926 

5-24 

1892 

2,186,772 

1,608,693 

32,800 

3-67 

1893 

3,734,416 

990,867 

26,463 

4-80 

1894 

2,604,251 

1,187,132 

24,388 

3-69 

1895 

3,216,007 

1,226,538 

23,823 

3-50 

1896 

2,804,622 

1,472,678 

30,469 

3-72 

1897 

2,359,511 

1,359,19^ 

29,615 

3-91 

1898 

2,302,834 

1,272,710 

38,638 

5-46 

1899 

3,780,204 

1,207,134 

32,063 

4-78 
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Produce  of 
Vintage. 

Exported. 

Average  Price 

per  Gallon 

of  Spirit 

Exported. 

Year. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Gallons. 

Gallons. 

£ 

8. 

c.p. 

189u 

155,541 

76,003 

4,578 

1 

1-08 

1891 

216,272 

96,370 

5,666 

1 

1-58 

1892 

113,045      ' 

124,917      1 

7,310 

1 

1-53 

1893 

193,541 

93,364 

6,454 

1 

3-44 

1894 

138,907 

106,643 

6,084 

1 

1-27 

1895 

168,736 

132,816 

6,616 

0 

7-61 

1896 

149,721 

154,631      1 

1 

7,312 

0 

8-51 

1897 

123,998 

97,.359      f 

4,554 

0 

8-41 

1898 

121,815 

79,594      1 

4,728 

1 

1-69 

1899 

1 

241,108      ; 

i 

94,141 

1 

5,414 

1 

1-35 

The  year  was  an  unfavourable  one  for  sericulture  and  both  here 
and  in  Syria  the  production  was  short :  the  cold  weather 
damaging  greatly  the  foreign  imported  eggs.  The  native  eggy 
however,  resisted  the  bad  weather  wonderfully  well,  and  the  yield 
from  these  eggs  both  in  quantity  and  quality  is  reported  to  nave 
been  excellent.  Increasing  attention  is  being  paid  to  this 
industry  and  there  has  been  extensive  planting  of  mulberry  trees 
during  the  year  imder  report. 

The  sponge  fisheries  are  quite  undeveloped  and  the  Govern- 
ment is  in  a  position  to  offer  advantageous  terms  to  any  large 
undertaking  for  regularly  fishing  the  sponge  beds  of  Cyprus.  As 
previously  mentioned  there  was  an  increase  in  the  takings  of 
£3,682  over  the  previous  year. 

Agricultural  Industries  and  Botanical  Stations. 

The  great  industry  of  the  country  is  the  production  of  cereals, 
and  the  area  under  cultivation  for  cereals  is  being  extended. 
The  methods  of  cultivation  are  also  being  improved,  and  special 
attention  has  been  directed,  amongst  other  things,  to  two 
important    points-^eep   ploughing   and   the   improvement  and 
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fto<r*S5ri  selection  of  seed*  The  introduction  of  a  new  plough  amongst 
1899-190(>i  ^jjg  cultivators  of  the  East  must  always  be  a  difficult  and  slow 
process,  but  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Qennadius,  the  Director 
of  Agriculture,  a  form  of  Indian  plough,  with  improvements 
designed  by  him  to  meet  the  special  requirements  of  the  country, 
is  slowly  coming  into  use  by  the  farmers.  With  this  plough  the 
cultivators  are  enabled  not  only  to  plough  deeper  and  to  turn  over 
-the  soil,  which  the  native  ploughs  cannot  do,  but  also  to  break 
up  the  land  earlier  in  the  .reason  and  to  sow  earlier,  by 
wnich  they  obtain  for  their  crop  the  great  benefit  of  the 
December  rains. 

The  Government,  under  the  Seed  Com  Loans  Law,  1898, 
advance  seed  to  some  of  the  cultivators,  and  receive  back  an 
equivalent  quantity  of  grain  in  kind,  with  an  addition  of 
one-fourth  when  the  harvest  is  gathered,  but  before  it  can  be 
moved.  The  system  is  working  well,  and  with  great  advantage 
to  the  cultivator. 

There  are  no  arrears,  and  the  profit  is  paid  to  the  Public 
Works  Loan  Commissioners,  who  are  empowered  to  deal  with 
the  amounts  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture.  Advantage  is  taken 
of  the  system  to  secure  the  planting  of  good  seed.  The  system 
is  also  being  extended  year  by  year,  so  far  as  it  is  safe  to  do 
so,  and  the  fund  holds  a  cash  reserve  in  hand  from  the  profits 
of  past  years  to  guard  against  any  loss  which  might  accrue 
from  a  drop  in  the  value  of  the  grain  which  the  price  or 
quality,  with  the  addition  of  a  fourth,  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  cover. 

Some  progress  has  also  been  made  in  the  introduction  of 
reaping  machines. 

The  cereal  crop  of  the  year  was,  as  has  been  mentioned, 
•excepionally  bad,  showing  a  serious  falling  off  under  each  item. 


Comparative   Betftrn    of  the    Cereal    Crop  for   the  Years 
1898,  1899. 


' 

189«. 

1899. 

Decrease. 

Wheat        

Bushels. 
2,266,612 

Bushels.       i 
1,580,966      ; 

Bushels. 
685,646 

Barley        

t?,f  69,695 

2,029,416 

540,299 

Vetches      

J21 2,913 

191,814 

21,099 

•Oats            

302,?39 

221,594 

! 
t 

80,746 
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The  cultivation  of  Peterkin  cotton-seed,  which  was  introduced     Otprus, 
bj  the  Director  of  Agriculture  from  America  in  1898,  is  being    1899-190O 
extended  especially  in  the  Solea  District,  where  the  inhabitants        """ 
have   commenced   to   learn    the   importance   of    selecting   their 
seed. 

Improved  olive  presses  have  been  imported  by  the  Agriculture 
Department  for  the  better  and  more  economical  manufacture 
of  olive  oil.  These  have  been  sold  to  the  growers  on  repay- 
ment of  the  price  with  interest  in  three  annual  instalments, 
and  the  oil  industry,  which  is  now  relieved  of  the  vexatious 
restrictions  incident  to  the  collection  of  the  tithe  on  olives,  which 
has  now  been  abolished,  ought  to  be  considerably  developed. 

The  experiments  with  regard  to  the  obtaining  of  essences 
from  the  aromatic  wild  herbs  growing  on  the  State  lands,  to 
which  I  referred  in  my  report  of  last  year,  have  proved  a 
commercial  success,  and  the  first  shipment  of  273  lbs.  of  oil  of 
origanum  found  a  ready  market  in  London  at  3^.  a  lb.  The 
work  is  being  continued,  and  the  Director  of  Agriculture  is 
preparing  samples  of  other  essential  oils  in  order  to  ascertain 
whether  there  is  a  profitable  market  for  them  if  produced  in 
quantities. 

Attention  has  been  paid  to  the  production  of  tanning  material, 
and  both  shinia  leaves  and  sumac  are  produced  in  Cyprus  of  good 
quality.  The  canaigre  (Rumax  hymenocepalus)  and  the  rhus 
cotinus  are  successfully  cultivated,  while  the  Valonea  oak 
(Quercus  aegilops)  grows  readily. 

The  skins  of  young  goats  and  sheep  are  exported,  while  the 
skins  of  the  older  animals  are  tanned  in  the  country  and  used  as 
leather.  The  skins  of  the  lambs  are  exported  to  Austria,  and 
the  skins  of  the  kids  are  sent  to  the  United  States,  where  they 
realize  a  good  price.  This  latter  trade  viras  affected  by  the  skins 
being  found  to  be  pierced  with  small  holes,  which  on  investigation 
were  ascertained  to  be  caused  during  the  life  of  the  animal  by  a 
hypodermic  insect,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  free  the  animals 
from  the  pest. 

The  steps  taken  by  the  Government  to  improve  the  breed 
of  horses,  cattle,  and  donkeys,  are  producing  good  results. 
The  Committee  for  the  improvement  of  Cyprus  stock  have 
established  a  system  of  prizes  to  be  awarded  at  the  large 
country  fairs,  and  the  peasantry  are  taking  greater  interest 
in  the  matter.  Cyprus  can  produce  some  of  the  finest  donkey 
stock  in  the  world  and  a  mule  which  for  docility  and  endurance 
cannot  be  surpassed.  The  Indian  Government  continue  to 
obtain,  under  arrangement  with  the  Island  Government,  an 
annual  supply  of  stud  donkeys,  and  are  sacisfied  with  the  animals 
supplied.  Mules  could  be  bred  after  a  few  years  of  any  size  up 
to  15*2  hands,  which  the  requirements  of  the  market  called  for, 
but  ordinarily  the  mule  of  14  or  14*2  hands  is  preferred  in  the 
Island. 
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Ctpbus,         The   Government    nurseries    have    been    extended,   and   are 

1899-1900,   producing  a  marked  effect.     The  peasantry  and  land  owners  are 

obtaining  supplies  from  them  of  suitable  economic  plants,  and  an 

impetus  has  been  given  to  tree-planting  in  various  districts,  which 

win  prove  of  great  benefit  to  the  country. 


III. — Legislation. 

Twenty-seven  laws  were  passed.  As  mentioned,  taxation  was 
Bimplified  by  the  enactment  of  a  revised  and  permanent  tariff  of 
Customs  duties  and  by  tbe  abolition  of  the  tithe  on  olives. 

Provision  was  made  by  an  increase  in  the  Customs  duties  for 
affording  medical  aid  and  for  establishing  dispensaries  in  the 
rural  districts.  The  law  also  introduced  enactments  for  improving 
the  sanitation  of  the  village  communities  of  the  Island.  The 
Oovemment  have  been  devoting  all  the  means  at  their  disposal  to 
constructing  a  system  of  main  roads  throughout  the  Island. 
Besides  these  main  roads  there  ought  to  be  a  complete  system  of 
village  roads  connecting  with  the  main  roads,  and  an  important 
measure  was  passed  with  general  consent  entitled  "  The  Village 
Boads  Law,"  which  places  on  the  villages  and  country  townships 
the  obligation  of  maintaining  these  country  roads. 

A  law  was  passed  for  delimiting  the  State  lands  in  the  portion 
of  the  Messaoria  plain  which  is  affected  by  the  irrigation  works 
and  will  settle  long  pending  disputes  and  uncertainties. 

A  useful  measure  was  passed  for  regulating  the  sponge 
fisheries. 

The  other  laws  related  to  various  matters  of  administration, 
but  call  for  no  special  remarksoiR^ 
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Otprds  In  1897-98  the  total  number  of  elementary  schools  of  all  kinds 

1899-190C     was  340,  and  the  total  attendance  in  them,  17,460  children  (1 3,384 
boys  and  4,076  girls). 

The  number  of  teachers  appointed  to  the  village  schools  was 
204  Christian  (187  masters  and  1 7  mistresses)  and  65  Moslem,  all 
masters.  The  local  salaries  assigned  to  these  teachers  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  law  amounted  lo  £3,570  lO^.for  Christian 
teachers,  and  £723  12^.  6c.p.  for  iloslem  teachers — the  average 
local  salary  of  a  Christian  viUage  teacher  being  thus  £17  10a\, 
and  of  a  Moslem  village  teacher  £11  3.v.  2c.p.;  in  the  previous  year 
the  averages  were  £17  7s.7c.p,^9iud  £10  15*.  Ic.j^.  respectively. 

Grants  were  also  paid  to  the  village  teachers  out  of  the  sum 
appropriated  for  grants-in-aid  of  schools  in  two  instalments  as 
follows  : — 

The  204  Christian  teachers  received  altogether  £2,224,  which 
is  an  average  grant  of  £11,  and  the  65  Moslem  teachers 
received  altogether  £436  10^.,  which  is  an  average  grant  of 
£6  145.  2c.p. 

Adding  these  grants  to  the  local  salaries  mentioned  above, 
the  total  amount  received  by  Christian  village  teachers  was 
£5,794  10.$.,  which  gives  an  average  salary  of  £28  10^.,  and 
the  total  amount  received  by  Moslem  vUlage  teachers  was 
£1,160  2^.  6c./?.,  which  gives  an  average  salary  of  £17  17*.  4c.j9. 

The  attendance  of  the  children  for  the  school  year  under 
review,  as  compared  with  the  attendance  for  the  two  previous 
years  will  be  seen  from  the  following  tables  : 


ChrUtian   Village  Sch<wls  {Aided). 


T^IITTlhpi* 

Number  of  Children  Enrolled. 

School  Year. 

of 
Schools. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

189C-97     

179 

7,961 

1,601 

9,502 

1897-98     

178 

8,205 

1,742 

9,947 

1898-99     

188 

7,888 

1,673 

9,461 
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Moslem   Village  Schools  (Aided), 


J899-1900. 


School  Year. 


Number 

of 
Schools. 


Number  of  Children  Enrolled. 


Boys. 


1896-97     

54 

1,239 

509 

1,748 

1897-98     

65 

1,651 

748 

2,399 

1898-99      

66 

1,635 

726 

2,361 

Girls. 


TotaJ. 


The  falling  off  in  the  attendance  at  the  Christian  schools  is  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  '^  Regulations  for  the  Management  of  Greek 
Christian  Elementary  Schools,"  came  into  force  at  the  beginning 
of  the  school  year.  Amongst  other  things  these  regulations 
provide  for  the  systematic  enrolment  of  the  children  at  the 
beginning  of  each  school  year,  instead  of  allowing  them  to  be 
admitted,  as  formerly,  at  any  time  during  the  course  of  the  year. 
There  are  limitations  also  as  regards  the  age  of  admission,  and 
provision  is  made  for  the  promotion  of  the  children  from  class  to 
class,  so  that  for  those  who  attend  regularly  the  course  of 
instruction  is  completed  in  six  years. 

Toion  Schools, 

The  following  changes  occurred]  in  the  list  of  the  Christian 
town  schools. 

(1)  The  girls  school  at  Scala  which  was  closed  throughout  the 
previous  school  year  was  successfully  re-established,  and  (2)  a 
new  school  house  having  been  built  at  Limassol,  the  two 
Elementary  Boys'  Schools  which  had  been  hitherto  carried  on  as 
separate  institutions  were  united  to  form  one  school. 

The  total  number  of  Christian  town  schools  was  therefore  the 
same  as  in  the  previous  year,  viz.,  16. 

The  number  of  schools,  number  of  teachers  and  number  of 
pupils,  in  each  town  were  as  follows  : — 
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Oypbub,  Salaries  of  Teachers, 

1899-190Q.  * 

The  salaries  of  the  20  town  teachers  amounted  to  £399  35.  Zcp 
(a  little  less  than  £20  each),  and  towards  this  sum  the  Govern- 
ment  granted  £219  lO^.,  almost  all  the  remainder  (£179  13^  Zc.p.) 
bein^  contributed  by  the  Delegates  of  Evcaf  or  by  the 
Municipalities. 

*  A  very  small  proportion  of  the  whole  was  raised  by  voluntary 
contributions. 

Endowed  Schools. 

There  were  three  Christian  village  schools  maintained  entirely 
by  endowments,  viz.,  the  Girls'  School  at  Pera,  where  there  is  att 
excellent  school  house  with  rooms  for  the  mistress's  residence,, 
and  the  Boys'  Schools  at  Ora  and  Kamminaria.  The  Ora 
school  was  closed  during  the  previous  year,  but  it  was  re-opened 
in  September,  1898.  These  schools  receive  no  grants  from 
Government,  and  no  local  contributions  are  raised  for  their 
support.     The  enrolment  in  them  was  106  boys,  and  45  girls. 

(2)  Fourteen  Moslem  schools  were  maintained  by  the  Grant 
(about  £200  a  year)  from  the  Ministry  of  Education  at  Con- 
stantinople. Six  of  these  schools  were  in  the  town  of  Nicosia,, 
one  in  the  town  of  Lamaca,  one  in  the  town  of  Limassol,  and 
the  rest  in  the  villages.  The  total  attendance  in  the  14  schools 
was  422  (300  boys  and  122  girls). 


Unaided  Schools. 

In  addition  to  the  188  Christian  village  schools  which  were- 
prescribed  in  accordance  with  the  Education  Law,  there  were  36 
Christian  village  schools  which  were  maintained  throughout  the 
year  by  the  unassisted  eflforts  of  the  villagers.  Four  of  these 
were  girls'  schools.  The  attendance  in  them  amounted  to  888' 
(744  lx)ys  and  144  girls). 

The  36  teachers  of  these  schools,  although  most  of  them 
hold  certificates  of  qualification,  were  very  poorly  paid. 

The  number  of  Moslem  schools  unaided  was  26,  of  which  one 
was  a  girls'  school  in  the  town  of  Lamaca.  The  attendance  in 
these  schools  was  533  (349  boys  and  184  girls).  The  salaries- 
reported  were  even  less  than  those  of  the  Christian  teachers. 


Schools  of  other  Religious  Communities. 

The  Education  Law  provides  that  a  portion  of  the  sum  appro- 
priated for  grants  in  aid  may  be  used  for  giving  grants  to  sohoolfh 


Digitized  by 


Google 


43 

of  other  religious  communities  besides  the  Moslem  and  the  Greek     Ctprus, 
Orthodox  ;  and  thi.s  was  done  in  the  foUowing  cases  : —  1899-1900. 

(1)  The  Armenian  community  had  three  schools  in  operation, 
Tiz.,  a  boys'  school  and  a  girls'  school  in  the  town  of  Nicosia,  and 
A  small  village  school  at  the  Monastery  in  the  district  of  Kyrenia. 
The  attendance  at  these  three  schools  was  32  boys  and  40  girls. 
Their  grants  amounted  to  £32,  and  their  local  contributions  to 
£50  10.?.  Good  and  useful  work,  including  instruction  in  English, 
was  done  in  the  Nicosia  schools,  particularly  in  the  girls'  school. 

(2)  The  Maronite  school  at  Kormakitis  was  not  successfully 
maintained  ;  only  17  pupils  attended,  and  owing  to  disputes  with 
the  master  it  was  closed  during  the  course  of  the  year,  the  grant 
of  £7  being  for  the  first  half  of  the  school  year  only. 


High  Schools. 

The  High  School  at  Lamaca,  which  was  closed  throughout 
the  previous  year  from  want  of  funds,  was  reopened  with  three 
masters  and  64  pupils.  .  The  Limassol  High  School  was  continued 
with  five  masters  in  the  place  of  four,  and  96  pupils  against  85 
in  the  previous  year.  The  upper  division  of  the  Ktima  Boys' 
School  is  practically  a  High  School,  with,  however,  only  20 
pupils  and  one  master. 

The  totals  for  the  year  were  thus  :  — Three  High  Schools,  nine 
masters,  and  180  pupils.  The  salaries  amounted  to  £558,  which 
gives  an  average  of  £62.  New  school  houses  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  High  Schoob  of  Lamaca  and  Limassol  were  in 
process  of  erection  during  the  year  to  be  ready  for  the  beginning 
of  the  school  year  1899-1900. 


The  Gymnasium, 

The  stafF  of  the  gymnasium  at  Nicosia  was  increased  from  14 
to  15  by  the  appointment  of  an  instructor  of  agriculture.  Only 
three  of  those  who  finished  the  course  of  instruction  at  the  end 
of  the  year  were  appointed  to  the  charge  of  elementary  schools  ; 
while  in  1898  of  those  who  finished  their  course  14  became 
schoolmasters. 


The  Idadi  {Moslem  High  School). 

The  school  is  maintained  entirely  by  the  Government.     It  has 
Aot  been  satisfactory  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  place  it  on  a 
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Otprus,     proper  footing.     There  are  no  industrial,  technical,  or  agriciiU 
1899-1900.    t,|,|.|^]  schools 


V. — GOVERNMEXT    INSTITUTIONS. 


Hospitals. 

There  is  a  Government  hospital  at  Nicosia  with  a  ward  for- 
Zaptiehs  who  require  medical  treatment.     The  total  cost  of  the 
establishment,  exclusive   of  the  salary  of   the   district  medical 
officer,  who  has  other  duties  to  perform,  was  £584  12*.  3r./?. 

There  are  also  small  hospitals  at  Lamaca,  Limassol,  Papho,. 
and  Famagusta,  and  an   excellent   sipall   hospital   at   Kjrenia, 
making  up  24  beds.     These  are  maintained  by  the  municipalities 
from  their  funds,  aided  by  private  subscriptions,  and  each  receives 
a  grant  from  the  public  revenues  of  £50. 

During  the  year  1,027  civilian  cases  were  treated  in  these 
hospitals,  and  among  these  63  deaths  occurred,  showing  a  death 
rate  of  61-3  per  1,000. 

^-- There   are   out-door  dispensaries,   at   which    21,575   patients 
attended  and  received  treatment  during  the  year. 


Lunatic  Asylum. 

Seven  admissions  took  place  during  the  year,  and  41  patients 
were  treated.  Of  these  three  died  and  eight  were  released, 
leaving  30  in  the  asylum  on  the  31st  March  1900.  During  the 
previous  year  there  were  ten  deaths. 


Lej)er  Asylum. 

Twelve  were  admitted  as  inmates  at  the  leper  asylum,  and  1 6 
deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  leaving  107  inmates  on  the 
31st  March  1899.  The  total  cost  of  the  asylum  was  £1,038  lO*.  ^c.p. 

Isolation  from  the  general  public  is  maintained  so  far  as  is 
practicable. 

The  establishment  is  a  satisfactory  one,  and  the  patients,  who 
are  housed  in  neat  cottages  on  a  chiftlik  or  farm,  appear  to  be 
more  contented  with  their  accommodation  than  is  sometimes  the 
case  at  leper  institutions.  Each  patient  is  allowed  300  drams  of 
bread  and  2^  c.p.  a  day  to  buy  food,  and  lays  out  his  aUowance 
as  he  desires  through  an  agent  or  servant  of  the  institution.  The 
system  works  well,  and  the  little  excitement  of  choosing  and 
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settling  the  food  appears  to  lessen  the  dreadful  monotony  felt  in     Otvrub, 
leper  asylums  where  the  patients  have  a  stereotyped  diet  week    1899-1900. 
after  week  or  year  after  year  while  awaiting  their  death. 

There  are  no  poor-houses  or  reformatories. 

Other  Institutions. 

No  Savings  Bank  has  yet  been  established,  but  a  law  providing 
for  the  establishment  of  a  Government  Savings  Bank  has  been 
passed  since  the  year  now  under  report  closed. 


VI. — Judicial  Statistics. 

Police  Establishment, 

The  island  is  divided  into  six  districts,  with  a  population  (in 
1891)  of  209,286,  and  its  area  is  3,584  ^square  miles.  The 
PoUce  Force,  not  counting  men  employed  on  prison  duty,  consists 
of  officers  and  men,  as  follows  : — 

1  Chief  Commandant. 
5  District  Commandants. 
1  Sub-Commandant. 

7  Sub-Inspectors  or  Native  Officers. 
12  Moimted  Sergeants. 

22  Foot  Sergeants. 
9  Mounted  Corporals. 

18  Foot  Corporals. 
212  Troopers. 
394  Privates,  and 

8  Clerks. 

The  troopers  own  their  horses  and  are  allowed  an  annual 
sum  for  deterioration.  They  receive  a  forage  allowance,  the 
amount  of  which  is  fixed  quarterly  by  a  Board,  according  to  the 
market  price  of  fodder. 

All  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  a  large  proportion  of  the 
troopers  are  now  literate,  and  the   educational    qualifications 
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Otybub,  permit  of  literate  men  being  sent  out  to  all  out-stations,  where 
1899-1900.  every  report  is  now  registered  in  a  counterfoil  book  printed  in 
"*"*"  Greek  and  Turkish.  Enquiries  are  made  into  all  cases  reported, 
and  statements  are  taken  down  in  writing,  which,  in  the  first 
instance,  are  forwarded  to  the  Sectional  Non-commissioned 
Officer  to  see  that  proper  action  has  been  taken,  and  then 
transmitted  to  District  Headquarters.  Lists  are  kept  of  dis- 
charged prisoners  and  persons  prohibited  to  carry  arms.  Kegular 
day  and  night  patrols  are  insisted  on,  and  every  village  in  the 
island  is  visited  at  least  once  a  week.  Manuals  of  instruction,  in 
English,  Greek,  and  Turkish,  have  been  printed  for  the  men,  and 
rules  and  regulations  framed  for  the  officers. 

An  annual  course  of  musketry  is  carried  out.  District  in- 
spections are  made  weekly  by  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
monthly  by  officers,  who  check  the  station  diaries,  report  and 
patrol  books,  examine  the  men  in  their  duties,  and  interview  the 
village  commissions.  Regular  reliefs  are  carried  out,  the  men 
3kre  weU-equipped  and  smart  in  appearance,  discipline  is  main- 
tained, and  the  barracks  and  outstations  have  been  improved. 

The  cost  of  the  force  amounted  to  £26,393.  Excluding  men 
employed  on  guards,  escorts  to  revenue  collectors,  serving  sum- 
monses, &c.,  about  450  are  available  for  police  duty  proper.  Of 
these,  about  160  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  are 
employed  on  regular  beat  duty  and  services  in  connection  with 
the  six  headquarter  towns,  having  a  population  of  40,986,  leaving 
21  non-commissioned  officers,  145  troopers,  and  62  privates 
available  for  work  in  the  districts,  which  gives  the  following 
proportions  : — 

(a)  For  the  whole  Island  : 

20  men  to  every  100  square  miles. 

37  men  to  every  10,000  of  the  population. 

(h)  For  the  towns  : 

50  men  to  every  10,000  of  the  population. 

(c)  For  the  di3tricts  : 

17  men  to  every  10,000  of  the  population. 
6  men  to  every  100  square  miles. 

The  actual  strength  during  the  year  was  31-89  below  the 
establishment. 

The  establishment  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  now 
consists  of  448  Moslems  and  277  Christians  ;  during  the  previous 
year  the  numbers  were  456  Moslems  and  284  Christians. 
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The  educational  qualifications  of  the  non-commissioned  officers     CTnus, 
:and  men  are  as  follows  : —  1899-1900. 


1898-99. 


1899-1900. 


iSpeak  :— 

English 

Turkish 

Greek 

Arabic 

Armenian  ... 

French 

Italian 
Jtead  and  write  : — 

English 

Turkish       ... 

Greek 

Arabio 

Armenian  ... 

French 

Italian        ... 


23 

639 

654 

24 

10 

5 

4 

13 

159 

204 

5 

10 
4 

1 


24 

625 

654 

19 

7 

5 

4 

15 
180 
234 
2 
6 
4 
1 


Recruiting, 

During  the  year  105  recruits  were  enlisted,  of  whom  51  were 
Christians  and  54  Moslems.  Eighty-two  could  speak  both  Greek 
and  Turkish,  whilst  98  could  read  and  write.  Difficulty  still 
exists  in  obtaining  recruits  of  good  physique,  and  73  of  those 
enlisted  were  only  passed  by  the  District  Medical  Officer  as 
"  moderate." 

Rc'^ngagemenU 

The  term  of  service  of  110  men  expired  during  the  year,  and 
of  this  number,  74  were  re-engaged  for  a  further  period  of  service 
(five  years). 
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Casualties. 

One  hundred  and  fourteen  men  were  discharged  as  follows  : — 

Time  expired         22 

Over  age 10 

Medically  unfit  for  further  service         ...  30 

By  purchase  19 

Bad  conduct  21 

Undesirable  7 

JL/ieQ  ..•         ...         ...         •«.         •••       V 

jL/eBerce(x     •••          «»»          «*.          ••.          »..        l 
Free  discharge      1 


Gratuities  on  Discharge^ 

Amounting  to  £689    1.35,   Ic.p,^  were   paid  to   23  men,  as^ 
against : — 

£  s.  Cmp, 

1898-9  (19)          489  10  3 

1897-8(29)         689  1  8 

1896-7  (25)         551  2  5 

Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  force  was  fair,  the  weekly  average 
sick  being  16*17  as  against : — 


1898-9  .. 

16-32 

1897-8  .. 

14-69 

1896-7  .. 

17-17 

1895-6  .. 

16-04 

1894-5  ... 

19-06 

Deaths. 

Five  deaths  occurred  during   they  year,  as  against  one  for 
1898-9,  and  five  for  1897-8.; 


Conduct  and  Discipline 

Was  much  the  same  as  last  year,  858  reports  having  occuiTed,^ 
as  against  729  in  1897-8 ;  696  in  1896-7  ;  986  in  1895-6. 

Of  these,  480  were  minor  offences. 
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Musketry, 


671  men  were  put  through  a  course  of  20  rounds  during  the  year, 
as  against  494  in  1898-9,  445  in  1897,  and  637  in  1896,  and  the 
classification  was  as  follows  : — 


Omna, 

1899-190O. 


1898-99. 


1899-1900. 


Harlumen 

49 

97 

lit  class  shots  ... 

••. 

... 

••• 

98 

156 

2nd    „        „ 

.•• 

••• 

•  a. 

176 

198 

3rd    „        „ 

••• 

••• 

... 

163 

220 

Duties^ 

35,848  documents  were  served  during  the  jear  by  the  police, 
as  against  37,000  in  1898-9,  and  the  amount  of  fees  collected  on 
writs  of  sale,  &c.,  was  £1,994  I85.,  as  against  £1,581  Ws. 

In  addition  to  the  5,831  police  cases  reported  and  dealt  with, 
12,404  non-police  cases  were  enquired  into  in  the  sereral  districts 
of  the  Island. 
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Prisons. 

The  total  number  of  persons  committed  was  3,982,  against 
3,984  during  1898-99,  being  a  decrease  of  2. 

A  comparison  between  the  statement  of  committals  for  the 
two  years  gives  : — 


M99-I980. 


1899- 
1900. 

1898-99. 

Inorease. 

Decrease. 

For  debt    ...        ...        •••        ... 

For  safe  castod^  till  trial  or  for 
want  of  secunty. 

For  purpose  of  penal  imprison- 
ment. . 

4 
1,135 

2,843 

2 
1,238 

2,744 

2 

99 

103 

Totals       

3,982 

3,984 

1899- 
1900. 

1898-99. 

Increase. 

Decreafie. 

Persons    conunitted,   who     pre- 
viously   underwent    imprison- 
ment :— 

■ 

fJnoe          •••        •••        ••• 

448 

457 

— 

9 

X  wioo        ...        «••        ... 

247 

223 

24 

— 

Thrioe  or  more    

217 

167 

60 

- 

1899- 
1900. 

1898-99. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Persons    committed     to     penal 
imprisonment : — 

For  5  years  or  more 

20 

24 

— 

4 

For  1  year  or  more,  but  less 
than  5  years. 

88 

97 

— 

9 

For  more  than  3  months,  but 
less  than  1  year. 

108 

117 

•    — 

9 

For  3  months  or  less 

2,627 

2,506 

121 

— 

Totals       

2,843 

2,744 
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Admissions  to  HospitaU 


1899- 
1900. 

1898-99. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Admissioiui  to  hospital 

Duly  average  on  sick  list 
Ai/eawDs       •••        •••        •••        ••• 

210 
10-96 
6 

404 
18-158 
8 

3 

194 
7-208 

Conduct. 

1,243  prison  offences  were  reported  as  against  1,419  during 
the  previous  12  months,  1,048  of  which  were  dealt  with  by  bread 
and  water  diet  from  one  to  seven  days.  No  corporal  punish- 
ments were  inflicted  during  the  year. 


Cost  of  Prisoners* 

|The  total  cost  of  the  Island  prisons  amounted  to  £4,717  1 7^.  6c./7., 
against  £5,374  145.  2c.p.  for  1898-99,  showing  a  reduction  of 
£656  165.  %c.p. 

Industrial  Labour. 

The  ordinary  iindustrial  work  comprises  tailoring  and  boot- 
makiiig  for  the V>Uce  and  priBon  services,  carpentering,  weaving, 
latocking-making,  and  the  manufacture  of  polishing  and  blacking 
brushes ;  the  manufacture  of  concrete  pipes  for  culverts  which 
was  introduced  into  the  Central  Prison  last  year  proved  a 
success. 

^The  following  is  a  comparative  return  of  the  daily  average  of 
prisoners  for  the  past  ten  years  : — 


Year. 

Namber. 

Year. 

Number. 

1890-91       

863-88 

1896-96     

607-79 

1891-92       

872-10 

1896-97     

614-30 

1892-93       

726-62 

1897-98     

•    694-26 

1893-94       

663-73 

1898-99     

567-39 

1894-96       

648-89 

1899-1900 

484-47 
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Owing  to  this  great  decrease  the  Goveniinent  have  been  able     Ctfrtis, 
to  bring  to  Nicosia,  where  the  separate  cell  system  is  in  force,-  1899-1900. 
all  prisoners  sentenced  throughout  the  Island  to  three  months'        ""^ 
imprisonment  and  over.     I  have  also,  as  a  further  deterrent  to 
crime,  stopped,  as  far  as  possible,  all  employment  of  convicts  on 
any  work  beyond  the  prison  precincts. 


Criminal  Statistics, 

In   1898-9  there  were  4,584  cases  of  crime   reported;    in 
1899-00  there  are  5,831,  or  a  net  increase  of  1,247  cases. 

The  following  statement  shows,  in  detail,  the  increase  and 
decrease  of  crime  under  each  class  : — 


Offences. 

1899- 
1900. 

1898-99. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Offences  against  the  person  : — 

Homicide : — 
Murder          

9 

7 

2 

. 

Manslaughter           

6 

6 

— 

— 

Bj  misadventure     

1 

2 

— 

1 

Assault  with  intent  to  mjaxder 

5 

5 

— 

-     — 

Wounding         

60 

49 

1 

— 

Indecent  assault. 

77 

41 

36  .  . 

Assault  on  police         

31 

34 

— 

3 

Other  assaults 

.     367 

348 

19 

— 

liape      ...        ..•        ...        ••• 

15 

19 

— 

4 

Unnatural  crime          

19 

31 

— 

12 

Adultery           

8 

3 

— 

— 

Perjury      ...        ...        ••• 

11 

13 

— 

2 

Resisting  police 

18 

21 

— 

3 

Offences  against  property  : — 
Forgery 

3 

2 

1 

— 

Incendiary  fire  and  arson 

10 

6 

4 

— 

Burglary  and  housebreaking ... 

43 

47 

— 

4 
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Criminal  Statistics— <oneinii«a. 

» 

OflenoeB. 

1899* 
1900. 

1898-9. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Offences  against  property — cofU, 

Highway  robbery        

2 

8 

— 

6 

Robbery  and  theft      

1,070 

836 

234 

— 

Animal  stealing           

291 

313 

— 

22 

Sacrilege           

— 

2 

— 

2 

€k>onterfeiting  coins 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Total      

2,032 

1,793 

298 

59 

Other  ofPences      •••        • 

3,799 

2,791 

1,008 

— 

Grand  total       

5,831 

4,584 

1,306 

59 

The  following  is  a  return  of  murders  and  attempts  to  murder 
for  the  past  five  years  : — 


1895-9d. 

1896-97. 

1897-98. 

1898-99. 

1899-1900. 

Murders       ••• 

Attempts      to 
murder. 

25 
30 

30 
18 

26 

18 

7 
5 

*        9 
5 

Total     ... 

55 

48 

44 

12 

14 

Of  the  persons  summarily  convicted,  1,516  were  ordered  to  be 
imprisoned  without  option  of  a  fine,  and  1,216  were  imprisoned  ia 
deiault  of  paying  a  fine,  while  5,163  paid  a  fine. 

Of  the  persons  committed  for  trial  before  the  Superior 
Courts,  310  were  convicted,  151  were  acquitted,  1  was  found  to 
be  insane,  and  in  8  cases  a  nolle  prosequi  was  entered  by  the 
Queen's  Advocate. 

The  more  serious  charges — ^that  is,  those  which  are  tried  on 
information  in  the  District  Courts  and  the  Assize  Courts — ^includ- 
ing all  charges  of  offences  which  are  punishable  with  imprisonment 
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for  more  than  one  month  or  with  a  fine  of  more  than  £5  show  Otpb^ 
no  tendency  to  increase.  The  numbers  for  each  of  the  last  ten  1899-190Q^ 
years,  beginning  with  1889,  have  been  713,  719,  648,  519,  588, 
475,  638,  671,  689,  461 ;  and  this  year  the  number  was  470. 
This  is  satisfactory,  and  I  do  not  think  that  there  is  any 
reason  to  suppose  that  the  number  of  these  offences  committed 
without  any  one  being  brought  to  trial  for  them  is  larger  now  than 
it  was  ten  years  ago. 


VII. — Vital  Statistics. 
Populatiofu 

The  population  at  the  last  census  was  209,286.  It  is  not 
possible  to  determine  accurately  the  increase  of  population  as 
the  registers  of  births  and  deaths  are  defective.  The  returns  of 
the  males  between  18  and  60,  which  are  compiled  for  the 
Askerie  Tax,  or  tax  for  exemption  from  military  service,  show  an 
increase  of  3,267.  Looking  to  the  previous  rate  of  increase,  and 
to  the  returns  compiled  for  the  tax  for  exemption  from  military 
service,  the  increase  of  total  population  may  fairlv  be  taken 
at  9  per  cent,  during  the  last  nme  years,  which  would  make  the 
population  now  230,214. 


General  State  of  Public  Health. 

The  health  of  the  Island  during  the  year  was  good,  and  the 
Island  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  care  and  forethought  displaced 
by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  and  his  subordinates  m  connection 
with  the  measures  successfully  taken  against  the  importation  of 
plague  which  has  been  prevalent  at  Alexandria. 

With  the  exception  of  one  imported  case  of  smaU-pox,  which 
was  detected  and  isolated,  and  a  few  sporadic  cases  of  diphtheria 
and  measles,  the  island  was  free  from  these  diseases. 

Provision  Jor  Sanitation, 

The  sanitation  of  the^villages  and  country  towns  leaves  much 
to  be  desired.  The  Government  have  endeavoured  to  rouse  the 
inhabitants  to  the  necessity  for  greater  regard  to  this  subject, 
and  to  induce  them  to  observe  greater  cleanliness  in  the  sur- 
roundings of  their  dwellings.  Among  the  provisions  made  by  the 
Medical  Relief  Law,  1899,  is  one  which  gives  power  to  the 
Government  to  require  a  village  to  carry  out  measures  for 
the  better  sanitation  of  the  vmages,  and  I  hope  under  this 
provision  improvement  will  be  made  in  this  important  direction, 
but  it  is  necessary  to  proceed  with  caution. 
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1899-1900. 


Climate. 

The  rainfall  varied  from  13"170  and  14'790  inches  in  the 
districts  of  Nicosia  and  Famagusta  respectiveW',  to  19*810 
and  25*980  in  the  districts  of  Limassol  and  Kyrenia.  The 
temperature  varies  from  the  bracing  cold  of  40°  to  60°  F.  in 
winter  to  the  heat  of  the  summer  sun  in  the  plains  when  the  air 
temperature  reaches  100°,  the  absolute  maximum  for  the  year 
having  been  104°, 

The  climate  is  exceedingly  good,  and  the  southern  or  Troodos 
range  of  mountains  affords  an  excellent  summer  sanatorium. 
The  camp  on  Troodos,  at  an  elevation  of  some  6,000  feet,  was 
used  in  this  way  by  some  of  the  troops  who  suffered  in  the 
Sudan  Campaign,  with  marked  advantage,  but  the  restrictions  of 

fuarantine  placed  difficulties  in  the  experiment  being  continued. 
>uring  five  months  of  the  year  the  top  of  the  Troodos  range  is 
covered  with  snow,  and  a  sanatorium  might  be  established  in  its 
bright  and  clear  air,  which,  even  in  winter,  would  afford  a 
better  climate  than  can  be  found  anywhere  else  on  the  shores  of 
the  Mediterranean.  A  cool  temperature  would  be  obtained  in 
summer,  and  a  bright  and  warm  sun  enjoyed  in  winter  on  the 
crisp  snow  as  in  Switzerland. 

VIII. — Postal  and  Telegraph  Sbbvicbs. 

The  number  of  all  classes  of  correspondence  estimated  to  have 
been  delivered  during  the  year  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Posted 

Inoreaae. 

Decrease. 

Beoeived. 

Increase. 

Letten 

274,966 

7,293 

136,439 

30,156 

Post-cards 

1,123 

— 

275 

4,683 

405 

Newspapers     ... 

52,766 

— 

13,464 

68,559 

10,670 

Books,    circuki^s 
and  samples. 

9,533 

— 

— 

79,716 

26,646 

Total 

338,887 

7,293 

13,969 

289,397 

67,877 

PUcels  •••        ••• 

3,393 

505 

— 

3,265 

326 

Grand  total ... 

841,780 

7,798 

13,969 

292,662 

68,203 

The  returns  show  a  satisfactory  increase  in  the  number  of 
letters  delivered  in  the  Island,  especially  as  regards  those  from 
abroad.  The  Imperial  Penny]  ]rost  is,  no  doubt,  the  cause 
of  this. 
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Table  showiiiff  the  net  Reveiiue  (to  the  nearest  pound)  of  the 
Postal  Department  in  each  of  the  past  ten  years. 


Year. 

Amount. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1890-91      

2,207 

— 

28 

1891-92      

2,245 

38 

1892-93      

2,248 

3 

— 

1893-94      

2,324 

76 

— 

1894-95      

2,352 

28 

— 

1895-96      

3,341 

989 

—    . 

1896-97      

3,305 

— 

36 

1897-98      

3,083 

— 

222 

1898-99      ... 

3,335 

252 

— 

1899-1900  

3,361 

26 

— 

Table  shovnng  the  total  number  of  miles  traversed  in  conveyintf 
mails  toithin  the  Island  during  the  last  ten  years. 


Year. 

Namber 
of  Miles. 

Increase. 

Decrease 

1890-91      

112,589 

— 

_ 

1891-92      

115,008 

2,419 

— 

1892-93      

119,481 

4,473 

— 

1893-94      

127,861 

8,380 

— 

1894-95      

139,578 

11,717 

— 

1895-96      

151,685 

12,107 

— 

1896-97      

153,177 

1,492 

— 

1897-98      

154,522 

1,345 

— 

1898-99      

154,051 

— 

471 

1899-1900  

163,597 

9,546 

— 
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Telegraphs.  Otpri 


The  EaBtern  Telegraph  Company,  Limited,  maintain  a  cable 
from  Egypt  to  Cyprus  and  land  lines  connecting  the  six  principal 
towns  of  the  Island  and  the  Troodos  Government  Quarters. 

The  Imperial  Ottoman  Telegraph  Administration  has  also  a 
cable  to  the  coast  of  Asia  Minor,  but  it  has  not  been  in  working 
order  for  some  time. 


IX. — MiLITABT   FOBGES. 

A  company  of  one  of  the  line  regiments  is  stationed  at  the 
Polymedia  Camp  near  Limassol,  in  winter,  moving  to  the 
Troodos  Camp  in  summer,  and  at  both  places  there  is  ample 
accommodation  for  a  much  larger  number  of  troops. 

There  are  no  militia  or  volunteer  forces  raised  in  the  Island, 
and  the  details  as  to  the  constabulary  force  have  already  been 
given  under  the  head  of  Police. 


X.*— Gbneeal  Obsbbvations. 

The  Island  was  honoured  by  a  visit  from  His  Highness  the 
Khedive  of  Egypt  who  spent  several  days  in  Cyprus,  visiting 
many  districts  and  going  to  the  summit  of  Mount  Olympus.  The 
people  of  Cyprus  have  so  many  interests  in  Egypt,  that  they 
greatly  appreciated  the  opportunity  of  offering  tneir  unfeigned 
respects  to  the  ruling  Sovereign  of  the  neighbouring  country. 

The  Island  Government  have  been  devoting  every  penny 
which  could  be  spared  for  the  purpose  to  prosecuting  the  work  of 
constructing  the  main  roads  and  oridges  which  are  required  for 
the  development  of  the  country.  Thirty-eight  miles  of  new  main 
roads  were  constructed  during  the  year  with  the  necessary  bridges, 
and  several  other  bridges  were  erected  in  different  parts  of  the 
country.  There  were  478  miles  of  main  roads  open  on  the 
SIst  March  last,  maintained  from  the  public  revenues,  and 
56  miles  from  special  funds,  making  534  miles  in  all.  About  150 
miles  remain  to  be  completed,  and  the  work  is  being  carried  out 
at  the  rate  of  about  40  miles  in  the  year.  Besides  these  main 
roads  there  are  about  1,500  miles  of  secondary  roads,  which,  as 
they  are  to  be  maintained  by  the  village  communities,  are  termed 
village  roads.  The  village  communities  are  so  convinced  of  the 
advantages  which  they  derive  from  proper  means  of  communica- 
tion that  they  have  with  general  goodwill  undertaken  the 
obligation  of  making  or  improving  the  vilWe  roads  and  of  here- 
after maintaining  them  in  good  order.    The  Village  Boads  Law  of 
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ChmtuSy     the  year  gave  eflfect  to  what  was  generally  agreed,  and  I  hope 

1899-1900.   that  this  machinery  which  will  require  some  little  time  to  perfect^ 

""•        will    ultimately   secure   with    the    main    roads    maintained  by 

Government  a  complete  and  convenient  system  of  roads  through* 

out  the  Island. 

The  irrigation  works  which  are  being  constructed  from  the 
loan  of  £60,000  granted  by  the  Imperial  Parliament  have  been, 
continued  and  have  made  good  progress. 

Many  questions  connected  with  the  land  and  with  ancient 
water  rights  and  privileges  of  pasture  have  had  to  be  solved,  but 
the  land  required  has  been  obtained  at  fair  prices  and  the  ques- 
tions of  ancient  rights  are  being  satisfactorily  determined. 

Every  one  who  has  seen  the  magic  effect  of  water  on  the  culti* 
vation  in  Cyprus  must  watch  this  experiment  in  irrigation  with 
keen  interest  and  with  hope  for  its  complete  success.  However 
often  one  may  see  the  wonder  of  the  barren  and  arid  soil  trans- 
formed into  vivid  green  and  luxuriant  veeetation  the  marvel 
seems  as  great  as  when  the  poet  of  old  saw  tne  water  paths  drop- 
fatness. 

As  regards  the  rates  of  wages  and  cost  of  living  I  can  only 
repeat  my  remarks  of  last  year.  The  climate,  although  good,  is 
not  favourable  to  labour  in  the  plains  in  summer.  The  rates  of 
wages  vary  for  field  labour  from  6  c.p.  to  1*.  4  c.p.  a  day.  The 
wages  of  artisans  range  from  1^.  6  c.p.  to  4*.  a  day.  The  Cypriot 
peasant  lives  for  a  very  small  sum  on  bread,  ouves,  oil,  raisins,, 
vegetables  and  wine,  the  products  of  the  country,  using  little 
meat  and  buying  tobacco  at  a  low  price.  His  clothing  is,  to  a 
large  extent,  home  made  from  the  cotton  grown  in  the  country 
and  from  the  produce  of  his  flocks.  The  cost  of  living  to- 
^Europeans  is  moderate,  but  the  tendency  is  to  increase. 

There  are  favourable  openings  for  the  investment  of  capital  in 
the  establishment  of  central  wine  factories  and  in  further  de- 
veloping the  silk  industry.  Silk  of  a  high  quality  can  be  pro- 
duced. There  is,  I  believe,  also  a  profitable  opening  for  capital 
in  developing  the  sponge  fisheries,  and  the  Government  is  now  in 
a  position  to  afford  advantageous  terms  to  any  undertaking  having 
adequate  capital  to  work  the  sponge  beds  of  Cyprus  under  proper 
regulations. 

A  Land  bank  or  an  Agricultural  bank  working  under  a  carefully 
considered  system  could  employ  capital  to  yield  a  remunerative 
return,  and  such  an  institution  is  much  wanted  as  the  usurious 
rates  of  interest  now  exacted  for  advances  to  the  producers  are  a 
heavy  weight  on  the  industry  of  the  Island. 

The  returns  of  the  year  bring  out  with  some  force  the  stability 
of  the  country.     The  year,  as  has  been  recorded,  was  one  of  *a^ 
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^seriously  deficient  haryest,  there  was  a  failure  in  the  caroub  and     Cyprus, 
silk  crops,  and  the  vintage  was  unsuccessful ;  but  notwithstanding    1899-1900. 
all  these  adverse  circumstances  the  revenue  of  the  year  was  the       ^^ 
third  largest  in  the  history  of  the  occupation,  and,  although 
savings  have  been  checked  and  some  of  the  lioarded  store  of  com 
has  been  drawn  upon,  yet  the  purchasing  power  of  the  people 
was  not  affected,  and  the  imports  of  articles  for  the  convenience 
«of  life  which  cannot  be  produced  in  the  Island  were  substantially 
increased. 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  F.  Haynes  Smith. 
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REPORT 


ON    THS 


EMIGRANTS'  INFORMATION  OFFICE 

FOE  THE  YEAR  ENDED  Slsx   DECEMBER   1900. 


The  Managing  Committee  of  the  Office  was  constituted  as  follows  : — 
The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (President). 


Rev,  W.  OsBORN  B.  Allen. 
*J.  J.  Dent. 
•Hugh  E.  Egerton. 

B.  T.  Hall. 

Howard  Hodgkin. 

H.  C.  M.  Lambert  (Chairman). 
•H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  L.C.C. 


J.  Macdonald. 
John  Martineau. 
Sir  J.  Rankin,  Bart.,  M.P. 
•The  Earl  of  Stamford. 
Miss  C.  Webb. 
Arnold  White. 


Sir  W.  Houldsworth  and  Sir  N.  Lubbock  retired  from  the  Committee  during 
the  year  and  Mr.  Allen  was  appointed.  The  names  against  which  an  asterisk 
is  placed  are  those  of  members  of  the  sub-Committee  which  supervises  the 
ordinary  work  of  the  Office. 

The  staff  of  the  Office  remained  unchanged,  the  Chief  Clerk  being  Mr.  J. 
Pulker,  and  the  Editor  of  Publications  Mr.  Walter  Paton. 

Mr.  T.  G.  Town,  formerly  a  member  of  the  Committee,  continued  to  act  as 
paid  correspondent  in  South  Africa,  and  Mr.  W.  Nuttall,  a  paid  correspondent 
in  Victoria,  resigned. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  publications  issued  by  the  Office  during  the  past 
year : — 

I.  A  Quarterly  Poster-Exhibited  in  all  Post  Offices      ..•         Free. 
II.  Quarterly  (circulars  on  Canada  and  the  Australasian  and 
South    African   Colonies.      They  are   sent  regularly  to 
anyone  desiring  them         Free. 

III.  Circular  on  the  Emigration  of  Women Free. 

IV.  The  following  Handbooks  on  Colonies,  each  containing 
a  map ; 


Western  Australia...  price  Irf- 
Tasmania  ...  •••  „  Id. 
New  Zealand  ...  „  Id. 
Cape  Colony  ...  „  Irf. 
Natal  ,,     Irf, 


Canada       ...         ...  price  Id. 

New  South  Wales ...      „     Id. 

Victoria      „     Id. 

South  Australia     ...      „     Id. 

Queensland  ...      „     Id. 

Professional  Handbook  :  showing  the  necessary 
Clolonial  qualifications  for  barristers  and  solicitors, 
chemists,  civil  engineers,  civil  servants,  com- 
mercial travellers,  dentists,  medical  men,  mounted 
riflemen,  police,  railway  employees,  surveyors, 
xeacners,  occ  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...      ,,     tjctm 

Emigration  Statutes  and  General  Handbook  :  dealing 
with  all  British  Statutes  on  Emigrant  Ships, 
and  Emigration  ;  Emigration  Societies,  &c.         ...      „     3rf. 

All  the  above  Handbooks  and  Maps,  bound  together      „      2s. 

7851—750—1/1901     Wt  28511     G  210    D  &  8—5  A  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


V.  Pamphlet  on  the  West  Indies,  with  map 

Pamphlet  on  Newfoundland,  with  map         

Pamphlet  on  Ceylon  •••         •••         •••         ••• 

Pamphlet  on  the  Federated  Malay  States,  with  map 

VI.  On  Foreign  Countries^  occasional  Pamphlets. 

United  States  Circular  

Summary  of  Consular  Reports  (North  and  South  America) 
Pamphlet  on  the  South  African  Kepublic  (Transvaal),  1898 
Pamphlet  on  the  Argentine  Republic  

The  pamphlet  on  the  Malay  States  was  issued  for  the  first  time  during  the 
year. 

The  actual  expenditure  during  the  year  1900  was  as  follows  : — 


•  •  • 

•  •  • 

price  6(f. 
„     Id. 

•  •  • 

„     \d. 

•  •  • 

„     %d. 

•  •  • 

Free. 

3a) 
98 

•  *  • 

„  2d. 
„  2d. 
„     2d. 

Head  Office — 

£    s. 

d. 

Salaries 

•••         •••         ••• 

•  •  • 

872  16 

6 

Rent 

•••         •••         ••• 

•  •  • 

195     0 

0 

Miscellaneous 

•••         •••         »•• 

•  •  • 

7  12 

7 

Branches — 
Fees 

•••         •••         ••• 

•  •  • 

80     0 

0 

Miscellaneous      (including     purchase 
notice  boards)            •... 

of 

■  •  • 

143  16 

8 

£1,299     5     9 


Of  this  total  £383  Is.  Id.  was  expended  in  the  last  three  months  of  the 
financial  year  1899-0,  and  £916  45.  2d.  in  the  first  nine  months  of  the 
financial  year  1900-1901.  The  rent  is  at  the  rate  of  £260  a  year,  but  owing 
to  one  payment  being  a  few  days  in  arrear,  only  three  quarters  are  included 
in  the  above  account.  The  expenditure  for  the  financial  year  will  not 
exceed  the  grant. 

The  expenditure  under  the  head  of  Branches,  "Miscellaneous,"  is  chiefly 
due  to  the  policy  adopted  by  the  Committee  of  exhibiting  boards  with  posters 
and  notices.  These  boards  are  now  exhibited  at  300  public  libraries  in 
diflEerent  parts  of  the  Kingdom  and  at  various  other  reading  rooms,  institutes, 
&c.,  a  list  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  appendix.  During  the  past  year, 
boards  have  been  accepted  by  a  number  of  Urban  District  Councils,  and  are 
also  being  sent  to  some  of  the  larger  Parish  Councils  in  Scotland. 

*  ®*'  The  receipts  from  the  sale  of  publications   at  the  Office  and  its  branches 

amounted  to  £104  65.  4^.,  as  against  £94  55.  8rf.  in  1899,  showing  an 
increase  of  £10  O5.  8rf.  Of  this  total  the  sum  of  £100  %s.  bd.  was  received  at 
the  Head  Office,  and  £3  175.  \\d.  at  the  five  branches.  The  total  is  exclusive 
-  of  what  has  been  sold  by  the  Stationery  Office,  to  whom  all  orders  exceeding 
OS.  are  sent,  and  through  whom  some  of  the  Agents-General,  and  others, 
order  a  considerable  number  of  books,  and  is  chiefly  made  up  of  the  sale  of 
handbooks  published  at  one  penny  each. 

Correspondence  At  the  Office,  exclusive  of  its  branches,  11,829  letters  were  received  in  1900, 
and  enqmries.  against  10,610  in  1899,  being  an  increase  of  1,219.  Of  this  total  10,485  were 
applications  by  or  on  behalf  of  intending  emigrants,  against  8,800  in  1899. 
The  number  of  personal  enquiries  was  3,213,  being  an  increase  of  445  on  the 
number  in  1899.  Of  the  personal  enquirers  21  per  cent,  were  general 
labourers;  16  per  cent,  were  skilled  mechanics;  over  22  per  cent,  were 
clerks  ;  10  per  cent,  were  female  domestic  servants  (for  whom  there  is 
practically  a  demand  everywhere) ;  and  the  rest  were  miscellaneous.  Canada, 
South  Afi:ica,  Queensland,  and  New  Zealand  were  the  subjects  of  the 
largest  number  of  enquiries,  Canada  and  South  Afinca  attracting  most 
attention. 

The  total  number  of  letters  despatched  during  the  year  was  47,205,  against 
46,005  in  1899. 
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The  Board  of  Trade  Passenger  returns  for  1900  show  an   increase  in  the  Emigration 
number  of  passengers  of  British  origin  who  left  the  United  Kingdom  for  places  returns, 
out  of  Europe  as  compared  with  1899,  the  total  being  169,405  as  against 
146,362.     There  was  an  increase  under  all  the  headings  (United  States,  British 
North   America,   Australasia,   Cape    and   Natal,   and     all    other    places)   the 
largest  increase  being  to  the  United  States. 

The  fares  to  the  Colonies  showed  little  change,  except  to  Australia  where  Fares, 
there  was  a  1 0  per  cent,  increase  owing  to  the  high  price  of  coal.     There  has 
also  been  a  slight  increase  in  some  of  the  fares  to  Canada  and  South  Africa. 

The  principal  demand  for  labour  has  been  for  female  domestic  servants,  and  Demand  for 
for  persons  engaged  in  agriculture.     There  has  been  a  good  demand  for  the  1*^^^^^- 
former  nearly  everywhere. 

In  Canada  the  chief  demand  has  been  for  farm  and  general  labourers,  skilled  Canada, 
miners  and  female  domestic  servants.     There  was  a  special  demand  for  coal 
miners  in  Cape  Breton.     , 

Labour  Departments  were  established  during  the  year  by  the  Dominion 
Government  and  by  the  Ontario  Government. 

Australia  generally  suffered  from  dronght.  Neither  in  New  South  Wales,  Australia. 
Victoria,  or  South  Australia,  was  there  any  great  demand  for  labour,  though  trade 
improved,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  there  was  a  demand  for  skilled  coal 
miners  at  Newcastle.  There  was,  however,  as  usual,  a  demand  for  female 
domestic  servants,  and  openings  for  farmers  and  competent  agricultural  labour. 
It  may  be  mentioned  that  when  the  Victorian  Public  Service  Board  advertised 
for  30  junior  clerks,  with  a  commencing  salary  of  £40  a  year,  they  received 
nearly  1,000  applications.  Free  passages  to  Queensland  were  given  by  the 
Colonial  Government  to  fitrm  labourers  and  female  domestic  servants  from 
17  to  55  years  of  age,  and  assistance  was  given  towards  the  total  cost  of  passage 
of  small  capitalists,  farmers,  fruit-growers,  and  their  families,  but  the  demand 
for  farm  labour  was  diminished  by  drought,  and  free  passages  were  discontinued 
before  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  Western  Australia,  although  the  gold  output  greatly  increased,  there  has 
been  no  demand  for  more  miners,  but  there  has  been  more  demand  for  agricultural 
labour,  and,  in  view  of  the  demand  for  female  domestic  servants,  a  limited 
number  of  free  passages  have  been  given.  Western  Australia  is  now  the  only 
Colony,  excepting  Canada,  where  free  grants  of  land  are  made  to  settlers,  and 
homesteads  are  being  taken  up. 

Farm  labour  has  not  been  in  demand  in  Tasmania,  but  there  has  been  an 
opening  for  skilled  miners  on  the  West  Coast. 

In  New  Zealand  employment  has  been  plentiful  in  most  trades,  especially  the  ^ew  Zealand^ 
building  trades,  and   competent  farm  labourers  in  the  country  have  had  no 
difficulty  in  procuring  good  wages. 

South  Africa  has,  of  course,  owing  to  the  war,  offered  no  opening  whatever  South  Africa, 
to  the  ordinary  emigrant,  and  the  Committee  has  continued  strongly  to  warn 
such  persons  against  proceeding  there,  both  in  replying  to  individual  inquiries  and 
by  disseminating  vnth  their  circulars  extracts  from  the  telegraphic  warnings 
sent  to  the  Colonial  Office  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner. 

To  judge  from  enquiries  received  with  regard  to  Tropical  Colonies,  Ceylon 
attracts  the  most  attention,  and  the  West  Indian  Colonies  almost  as  much. 

HENRY  LAMBERT, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee. 
21st  February,  1901. 
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APPENDIX, 


RevlBed  to  31st  December,  1900. 


FREE  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES  (rate-supported)  where  boards  with 
posters  and  notices  are  exhibited  (in  all  300). 

[The  figures  placed  against  the  names  refer  to  the  nnmber  of  notice  boards  exhibited  at 

the  Head  Library  and  its  branches.] 

LONDON  DISTRICT. 


Battersea  (3). 

Hampstead. 

Rotherhithe. 

Bermondsey. 

Holborn. 

St.  Qeorge-in-the-East. 

Eensal  Rise. 

St.  George  the  Martyr. 

Oamberwell. 

St.  Giles. 

Chelsea  (2). 

lAmbeth  (5). 

St.  Martin's-in-the-Fi^dSv 

Chiswick. 

Lewisham. 

Shoreditch. 

Christchurch,  Blackf  riars 

Leyton. 

South  Norwood. 

Road. 

Livesey,  Old  Kent  Road. 

Stoke  Newington. 

Olapham. 

Streatham. 

Clerkenwell. 

Newington. 

Tottenham  (2). 

Edmonton. 

Paddington. 

Wandsworth. 

Penge. 

West  Ham  (2). 

Poplar  (2). 

Whitechapel. 

Fulham^(2). 

Putney. 

PROVINCES. 

Wood  Green. 

Aberdeen. 

Cardiff  (7). 

Forfar. 

Aberystwyth. 

Carlisle. 

Frizington. 

Airdrie. 

Carnarvon. 

Altrincham 

Cheltenham. 

Arbroath. 

Chester. 

Gateshead. 

Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Chesterfield. 

Gloucester. 

Aston  Manor  (2). 

Colchester. 

Gosport. 

Anchinleck. 

Colne. 

Grangemouth. 

Cork. 

Gravesend. 

Corwen. 

Grays. 

Barking. 

Coventry. 

Barnsley. ' 

Croydon  (3). 

Barrow-in  -Fnrness. 

Halifax  (2). 

Barry  (Glam.). 

Handsworth  (2). 

Belfast. 

Darwen. 

Hanley. 

Bideford. 

Derby. 

Harrogate. 

Birkenhead. 

Devonport. 

Hartlepool,  West. 

Blackburn. 

Dewsbury. 

Hawick. 

Blackpool. 

Dingwall. 

Hindley. 

Bolton  (4). 

Dudley  (2). 

Holyhead. 

Bonmemouth. 

Dundalk. 

Hyde. 

Bradford  (Yorks). ' 

Dundee  (2). 

Bridgwater  (2). 

Dunfermline. 

Brierley  Hill. 

Inverness. 

Brighton. 

Ipswich. 

Bristol. 

Eastbourne. 

Bromley. 

Elgin. 

Buxton. 

Enfield. 

Kendal. 

Exeter. 

Kettering. 
Kidderminster. 

Camborne. 

Kilmarnock. 

Cambridge. 

Falmouth  (2). 

Kingston-on-ThauieSp. 

Canterbury. 

Folkestone. 
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PROVINCES— oon«nti^. 


Lancaster. 

Paisley. 

Leamington. 

Penarth. 

Leek. 

Pendleton  (2). 

Leicester  (3). 

Penrith. 

Leigh. 

Penzance. 

Leominster. 

Perth. 

Limerick. 

Peterborough. 

Liverpool  (5). 

Plymouth. 

Longton. 

Pontypridd. 

Loughborough. 

Poole. 

Lurgan. 

Portsmouth. 

Preston. 

Macclesfield. 

\ 

Maidstone. 

Queenborough. 

Manchester  (17). 

Mansfield. 

Middlesbrough. 

Reading. 

Middleton,near  Manchester. 

Redruth. 

Middlewich. 

Rochdale. 

Millom. 

Rochester. 

Moss  Side. 

Rotherham. 

Rothwell,  near  Kettering. 

Rugby. 

Nantwich. 

Runcorn. 

Neath. 

Nelson. 

Newark. 

St.  Albans. 

Newburgh  (Fife). 

St.  Helens  (4). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Sale. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme. 

Salford  (7). 

Newport  (Mon.) 

Salisbury. 

Northampton. 

Selkirk. 

Northwich. 

Sheffield  (5). 

Norwich. 

Shrewsbury. 

Nottingham  (4). 

Southampton  (2). 

Southport. 

South  Shields. 

Oldbury  (Worcs.). 

Sowerby  Bridge. 

Oswestry. 

Stafford. 

Oxford. 

Stockport. 

Stoke-on-Trent. 
Swansea  (5). 


Tamworth. 

Thomaby-on-Tees. 

Thurso. 

Tipton. 

Todmorden. 

Tonbridge. 

Tunstall. 

Twickenham. 

Tynemouth. 


Walsall. 

Warrington. 

Warwick. 

Waterford. 

Watford. 

West  Bromwich  (4). 

Weston-super-Mare  (3). 

Whitehaven. 

Wick. 

Widnes. 

Wigan. 

Willenhall. 

Willesden. 

Wimbledon. 

Winchester. 

Winsford. 

Wolverhampton. 

Worcester. 

Workington. 

Worksop. 

Wrexham. 


Yarmouth,  Great  (2) 
York. 


Other  LIBRARIES  and  READING  ROOMS  (in  all  85)  :- 


Aberfoyle  (Perths.) 
Abingdon 
Airlie,  N.B.    ... 

Ascot 

Auchterarder... 


Reading  Room. 
Free  Library. 
Public  Library. 
Burning  Library. 
Library  and  Institute. 


Bamburgh,  Northumberland 
Banchory 

Bamet 

Barry  (Glam.) 
Bethnal  Green 
Bethnal  Green 
Birnam 

Bishopsgate    ... 
Blaina  (Mon.) 
Botolph  Olaydon 
Buckie,  N.B. ... 
Bunbury 


Reading  Room. 

Town  Hall  Library. 

Labour  Bureau. 

Reading  Room. 

Oxford  House  University  Settlement 

Public  Library. 

Birnam  Institute. 

Bishopsgate  Institute. 

Reading  Institute. 

Public  Library.    • 

Do.      do. 
Lending  do. 
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Other  Libraries  and  Reading  RooyLS-^onttnued. 


Cadoxton 
Carshalton 
Carsethom,  N.B. 
Crayke 
Crieff,  N.B.    ... 

CuUen 

Cwmparc  (61am.) 


Reading  Room. 

Reading  Room. 

Library. 

Reading  Room. 

Taylor's  Trust  Free  Library. 

Reading  Room.] 

Public  Library. 


Dairy  ... 
Devizes 

Dorchester 
Dunbeath 


Public  Library. 

Literary  and  Scientific  Institution. 
Working  Men's  Library  and  Reading  Rooiiu 
Public  Library. 


East  Ham 
East  Witton 


Plashet  Library. 
Reading  Room. 


Fochabers 


Public  Library. 


Gilling  (Yorks.) 

Girvan 

Glasgow 

Qodshill 

Grantown-on-Spey 

Guernsey 


Reading  Room. 

McKechnie  Library  and  Reading  Room. 

Mitchell  Library. 

Parish  Library. 

Victoria  Institute. 

Guille-AUes  Library. 


Haddington  (2) 
High  Wycombe 
Holy  Island  ... 
Hull 


Free  Library. 

Do.     do. 
Reading  Room  and  Library. 
Lyceum  Library. 


Innerpeffray,  N.B. 
Irvine 


The  Library. 
Town  Hall  Library. 


Keith  ... 
King's  Lynn 
Kinsale 


Public  Library  and  Reading  Room. 
Stanley  Library. 
Public        do. 


Lamplugh 
Langholm 

Lame 

Laurencekirk 
Lewes... 
Ley burn 
Lisburn 
Lochie,  N.B.  ., 
Lockerbie 
Loughton 
Luthermuir   . 


Parochial  Library. 

Telford      do. 

News  Rooms. 

South  Kincardine  Club. 

Fitzroy  Memorial  Free  Public  Library. 

Library  and  News  Room. 

News  Room. 

Free  Library, 

Public  Library. 

Public  Hall. 

Public  Library. 


Mardy... 
Mile  End 
Morland 
Muirkirk 


Mardy  Library. 
People's  Palace. 
Reading  Room. 
Library  Institute. 


New  Tredegar 
Nutley,  Uckfield 


New  Tredegar  Library. 
Royal  Oak  Coffee  Hall. 


Oldham 
Olives  Mill 


Lyceum  Library. 
Workmen's  Rooms. 


Pollokshaws  .. 
Port  Glasgow 


Campbell  Library. 
Moffat  Library. 
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Other  LiBttARiBH  and  Reading  Roo^s^eantinued. 


Rhymney 

Robin  Hood's  Bay 

Rutherglen,  N.B. 


The  Library. 

Public  Village  Library. 

Public  Library. 


Salford 

Sanquhar,  N.B. 
Shapansey,  N.B. 
Shebster,  N.B. 
Stewarton 
Stornoway 
Southend 


Unemployed  Committee,  Town  Hall. 

Public  Library. 

Public  Library. 

Brubsfcer  Library. 

Gunninghame  Institute. 

Public  Library. 

Southend  Institute. 


Ulverston 


Ulverston  Library. 


Wallingford  ... 
Wanlockhead 
Westerkirk  ... 
Westminster  ... 
Withington  ... 
Woodside,  Aberdeen 


Free  Library  and  Literary  Institute. 

Miners'  Library. 

Telford     do. 

Church  House. 

Public  Hall  and  Library. 

Anderson  Library. 


MECHANICS'  INSTITUTES  (In  all  11). 


Accriugton. 
Blairgowrie. 
Coldstream. 


Denholme,  Bradford. 
Dysart. 

Elland. 

Horsforth. 
Horwich. 


Linlithgow. 
Mountain  Ash. 
Rip<m. 


Boards  with  Posters  and  Notices  are  also  exhibited  at  the  Educational 
Department  of  the  following  Co-operative  Societies  (in  all  109). 


Alloa. 

Alexandria,  N.B. 
Ashington. 
Ashton-under-Lyne. 


Barnsley. 

Barrhead. 

Batley. 

Bedlington. 

Birmingham. 

Blaina  (Mon.). 

Brierfield. 

Brighouse. 

Bristol. 

Burnley. 

Bury. 

7861—30 


Carlisle. 

Chester-le-Street. 

Cleator  Moor  (S). 

Cleckheaton. 

Clydebank. 

Coatbridge. 

Congleton. 

Consett  (2). 

Colchester. 

Colne. 

Coventry. 

Coxhoe. 


Doncaster. 
Dumbarton. 
Dunfermline. 
Durham. 


Eccles. 
Egremont. 


Gainsborough. 
Glasgow  (2) 
.Gloucester 
Grays. 

Gravesend  (2) 
Great  Harwood. 


Hartlepool. 
Hebden  Bridge. 
Hucknall  Torkard. 
Huddersfield. 
Hyde. 


Digitized  by  vnOOQ iC 


10 


CO-OPBRATIVB  SOCIBTIBS— C07lttnu«i. 


Ilkeston. 
Ipswich. 

Jarrow. 


Keighley. 
Kilmarnock. 


Lancaster. 

Langley  Mills  (Notts.) 

.Leeds. 

Leicester  (2). 

Loftus. 

Long  Eaton  (4). 


Macclesiield. 
Masbrough. 
Middlesbrough. 
Middleton,  near  Manchester. 
Motherwell,  N.B. 


Nelson. 

New  brompton. 
Newport  (Mon.). 
North  Ormesby,  Middles- 
brough. 
Norwich. 


Oldham  (2). 
Oxford. 


Paisley. 

Perth. 

Peterborough. 

Plymouth. 

Portsea  Island,  Portsmouth. 

Preston. 


Ramsbottom. 

Ripley. 

River  and  District,  Dover. 

Royton. 

Rugby. 


Sandbach. 

Seaton  Delaval. 

Sheerness-on-Sea. 

Sittingboume. 

St.  Cuthbert's,  Edinburgh. 

Sowerby  Bridge. 

Sunderland. 


Tamworth. 

Tranent. 

Trowbridge. 


Wakefield. 

Wallsend. 

Warrington. 

Wellingborough. 

West  Calder. 

West  Pelton. 

West  Stanley. 

Winnington. 

Wolverhampton . 

Woolfold. 

Worcester. 


The  following  Urban  District  Councils  exhibit  Boards  and  distribute 

Circulars  (in  all  64). 


Aberavon. 

Abercarn. 

Aberdare. 

Abergele  and  Persam. 

Abingdon. 

Abram. 

Adlington. 

Alford. 

Alfreton. 

Alvaston. 

Amble. 

Ambleside. 

Annfield  Plain. 

Arnold. 

Arundel. 

Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 

Ashton-in-Makerfield. 

Atherton* 


Bakewell. 

Baldock. 

Barking  Town. 

Barkisland. 

Barnoldswick. 

Barnsley. 

Barton-upon-Humber. 

Battle. 

Beaconstield. 

Bedford. 

Bethseda. 

Bewdley. 

Bicester. 

Biddulph. 

Bideford. 

Billinge. 

Bingley. 

Birkenhead. 

Bishop  Auckland. 

Bishop's  Castle. 


Blaenavon. 

Bolton. 

Bredbury  and  Komily. 

Brentford. 

Bridgent. 

Bridport. 

Brighouse. 

Brighton. 

Brixham. 

Bromsgrove. 

Broughton. 

Bradley  Salterton. 

Burgess  Hill. 

Burton-upon-Trent. 


Canterbury. 
Carlisle. 
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GIBRALTAR. 


REPORT 


ON 


RECKNT  IMPROVEMENTS  AT  GIBRALTAR 


IN   BIBPSCT  or 


SANITARY  AND  OTHER  MATTERS. 


No.  1. 

Governor  Sm  GEOBGE  S.  WHITE  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  March  25,  1901.) 

Sib,  Gibraltar,  March  16,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  the  steps  taken  to  give  effect  to  the  recommenda- 
ticms  of  the  Interdepartmental  Committee  on  Gibraltar  in  1898. 

I. — Improvement  of  Thoroughfares  in  Connection  with  Casemate  Barracks. 

2.  A  tunnel,  leading  from  Irish  Town  to  the  Fishmarket,  has  been  sanctioned, 
aod  the  plans  approved,  and  money  provided  by  the  Sanitary  Conamissioners,  and  the 
work  will  be  started  as  soon  as  the  Commissioners'  workshops,  which  are  on  the  line 
of  the  new  road,  can  be  moved.  The  new  site  seliected  for  these  workshops  is  that 
lately  occupied  by  the  War  Department  Timber  Sheds,  but  these  are  being  re-erected 
on  the  reclaimed  ground  outside  the  Ragged  Staff,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  ready  the 
timber  will  be  moved,  and  the  Commissioners'  workshops,  the  plans  of  which  have 
already  Ijeen  approved,  will  be  put  up  as  speedily  as  possible.  As  soon  as  the  road 
from  Irish  Town  to  the  Fishmarket  is  finished  the  bye-road  through  the  yard  of  the 
Officers*  Quarters  at  the  Casemate  Barracks  will  be  closed  to  the  public. 

3.  The  proposed  new  road  from  the  Ragged  Staff  towards  the  Waterport  and 
Bayside  Barrier  has  been  commenced,  and  the  space  between  it  and  the  walls  of  the 
fcMTtrees  is  being  reclaimed,  and  will  be  available  for  recreation  grounds. 

4.  The  entrance  to  the  Landport  Tunnel  has  been  widened  and  straightened. 

5.  Negotiations  have  been  entered  on  with  a  view  to  purchasing  the  site  at  the 
Southern  entrance  to  the  Casemate  Square,  but  the  price  asked  is  excessive. 

II. — Accommodation  for  Married  Officeeis. 

6.  Three  houses  suitable  for  quarters  have  been  recently  purchased,  and  a  site  has 
been  oibtained  for  the  erection  of  houses  to  be  kept  for  leasing  to  married  officers,  th^ 
buiMing  of  which  will  soon  be  begun. 

III. — Venereal  Disease. 

7.  Plans  for  a  separate  (Civil)  Hospital  have  been  adopted,  and  the  working 
drawings  and  specifications  are  being  pressed  forward,  and  will  shortly  be  ready, 
whan  tenders  for  the  building  will  be  called  for.    The  cost  of  building  and  mainten- 
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ance  are  being  shared  by  Civil,  Military,  and  Naval  Funds.  Pending  the  completion 
of  this  Hospital,  a  separate  female  ward  has  been  set  aside  in  the  Civil  Hospital  for  the 
treatment  of  venereal  cases. 

8.  An  Ordinance  has  been  prepared,  and  was  published  in  the  draft  form,  on  the 
19th  February,  which  includes  venereal  diseases  amongst  those  of  which  notification 
is  required  by  law.  The  Ordinance  also  provides  for  the  treatment  in  Hospital  of 
venereal  patients,  when  their  conditions  of  life  prevent  their  obtaining  adequate  treat- 
ment at  home. 

In  accordance  with  the  regular  practice  the  Ordinance  will  be  enacted  at  tho 
expiration  of  a  month  after  publication  in  the  draft  form. 

IV. — Sale  of  Liquor. 

9.  The  pubUc-houses  have  been  regularly  and  carefully  inspected  by  the  health 
authorities,  and  sanitary  improvements  have  been  rigorously  insisted  on.  A  site  has 
been  granted  for  the  erection  of  a  better  class  Music  HallL  The  reconunendations 
of  the  Committee  as  to  common  action  between  the  Military  and  Naval  Authorities 
in  case  of  complaint  have  been  adopted. 

V. — General. 

10.  By  "  The  Aliens  Order  Extension  Order  in  Council,  Gibraltar,  1900,"  which 
was  promulgated  on  the  7th  November  last,  effect  was  given  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee  as  to  the  limits  to  be  fixed  to  right  of  residence  on  the  Rock,  and 
as  to  power  being  vested  in  the  Governor  to  turn  out  and  keep  out  imdesirable  persons, 
whether  British  subjects  or  not. 

11.  It  has  not  been  found  possible  to  increase  the  Force  of  Civil  Police  at 
present,  as  the  revenue  does  not  admit  of  it,  nor  has  it  yet  been  practicable  to  provide 
them  with  barracks,  chiefly  because  no  suitable  site  is  available,  except  at  a  cost  which 
would  be  altogether  prohibitive.  The  matter  has  not  been  lost  sight  of,  however,  and 
no  opportunity  will  be  neglected  of  carrying  out  this  very  desirable  proposal. 

12.  With  regard  to  the  general  suggestions  as  to  the  improvement  of  the  public 
roads,  the  Sanitary  Commissioners  have  done,  and  are  doing,  much  in  this  direction, 
and  some  steep  gradients  have  been  made  easier.  It  is  necessarily  a  work  of  time, 
but  satisfactory  progress  is  being  made.  The  enlargement  of  the  entrance  to  the 
Waterport  Wharf,  which  is  one  of  the  special  improvements  urged  by  the  Committee, 
has  not  yet  been  carried  out,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  providing  fimds,  but  convenient 
and  suitable  plans  for  the  work  have  been  approved. 

I  have,  &c., 

GEORGE  S.  WHITE, 

Greneral  and  Governor. 


No.  2. 

Gibraltar,  No.  1  of  1901. 

By  His  Excellency  Sir  George  Stewart  WmTE,  General  of  His  Majesty's  Forces, 
Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight  Grand 
Conunander  of  the  Most  Exalted  Order  of  the  Star  of  India,  Knight  Grand 
Commander  of  the  Most  Eminent  Order  of  the  Indian  Empire,  Knight  Grand 
Cross  of  the  Royal  Victorian  Order,  Victoria  Cross,  G<)vemor  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  City,  Garrison  and  Territory  of  Gibraltar,  &c.,  &c.,  ifec. 

Geo.  S.  WmTE.        (L.S.) 

[29th  March,  1901.] 

An  Ormnance  to  amend  "  The  Sanitary  Order  Amendment  Ordinance,  Gibraltar, 

1895." 

Be  it  enacted  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  the  City  and  Garrison  of  Gib- 
raltar, as  follows: — 

Qhort  1-     This  Ordinance  may  be  cited  as  "The  Sanitary  Order  Further  Amendment 

Title,  Ordmance,  Gibraltar,  1901,"  and  shall  be  read  as  one  with  the  Sanitary  Order  Amend- 

ment Ordinance,  Gibraltar,  1895,  and  the  Sanitary  Order  in  Council,  Gibraltar,  1883. 
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2.  Sections  fifteen  and  sixteen  of  "The  Ordinance  to  make  certain  o£Eences  Repealing 
punishable  on  Summary  CJonviction,  Gibraltar,  1885/'  and  Sections  9  and  10  of  the  Clanee. 

*  Sanitary  Order  Amendment  Ordinance,  Gibraltar,  1895,*'  are  hereby  repealed 

3.  In  this  Ordinance  the  expression  "infectious  disease  "  means  any  of  the  fol-  Definition 
lowing  diseases,  namely,  small-pox,  cholera,  diphtheria,  membraneous  croup,  erysipelas,  ^^  "  l^f ec- 
the  disease  known  as  scarlatina  or  scarlet  fever,  measles,  chicken-pox,  venereal  diseases,  ^^^^g^  f» 
and  the  fevers  known  by  any  of  the  following  names,  tvphus,  typhoid,  enteric,  relaps* 

ing,   continued,  or  puerperal,  and  includes  any  infectious  disease  to  which   tnis 
Ordinance  has  been  applied  by  the  Governor  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  Ordinance. 

4.  (1)  The  Governor  may,  from  time  to  time,  order  that  this  Ordinance  shall  Power  to 
apply  to  any  infectious  disease  other  than  a  disease  specifically  mentioned  in  this  Governor 
Chxlmance,  and  may  revoke  or  vary  any  such  order.  d^fin'ti^n 

(2)  The  Order  shall  be  published  in  the  "Official  Gazette,"  and  shall  come  into  of  infect 
operation  at  a  date  not  earlier  than  three  clear  days  after  the  publication,  and  during  tions 
the  continuance  thereof  an  infectious  disease  mentioned  in  such  order  shall  be  an  disease. 
infectious  disease  to  which  this  Ordinance  appUes. 

5.  (1)  Where  an  inmate  of  any  building  used  for  human  habitation  is  suffering  Notifica- 
from  any  infectious  disease,  then,  unless  such  building  is  a  hospital  in  which  persons  ^^^^.  ^^  *^' 
suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  are  received,  the  followmg  provisions  shall  have  dtsewe^ 
effect,  that  is  to  say : — 

(a)  The  head  of  the  family  to  which  such  inmate  belongs,  and  in  his  default  the 
nearest  relative  of  the  patient  present  in  the  building  or  being  in  attendance 
on  the  patient,  and  in  default  of  such  relatives  every  person  in  charge 
of  or  in  attendance  on  the  patient,  and  in  default  of  any  such  person  the 
occupier  of  the  building  shall,  as  soon  as  he  becomes  aware  that  the  patient 
is  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease,  send  notice  thereof  to  the  Sanitary 
Commissioners. 
(6)  Every  Medical  practitioner  attending  on  or  called  to  visit  the  patient  shall 
fortnwith,  on  becoming  aware  that  the  patient  is  suffering^  from  an  in- 
fectious disease,  send  to  the  Sanitary  Commissioners  a  certificate  stating 
the  name  of  the  patient,  the  situation  of  the  building,  and  the  infectious 
disease  from  which,  in  the  opinion  of  such  Medical  practitioner,  the  patient 
is  suffering. 
(2)  Every  person  required  by  this  section  to  give  a  notice  or  certificate  who  faib 
tcj  give  the  same  shall  be  liable,  on  summary  conviction,  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
five  pounds. 

Provided  that  if  a  person  is  not  required  to  give  notice  in  the  first  instance  but 
only  in  default  of  some  other  person,  he  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  penalty  if  he  satisfies 
the  Court  that  he  had  reasonable  cause  to  suppose  that  the  notice  had  been  duly  given. 
Provided  also  that  this  section  shall  not  apply  where  a  person  suffering  from 
venereal  disease  is  under  specific  and  adequate  treatment,  and  by  reason  of  habits,  con- 
ditions of  life,  and  residence  is  unlikely  to  spread  the  disease. 

6.  Any  person  who—  Penalty  on 

(1)  While  suffering  from  any  infectious  disease  wilfully  exposes  himself  without  ©xposnre 
proper  precautions  against  the  spread  of  the  said  disease  in  any  street,  public  place,  ^^011^^ 
shop,  inn,  or  public  conveyance,  or  enters  any  public  conveyance  without  previously  things, 
notifying  to  the  owner,  conductor,  or  driver  thereof  that  he  is  so  suffering ;  or 

(2)  Being  in  charge  of  any  person  so  suffering,  so  exposes  such  sufferer ;  or 

(3)  Gives,  lends,  sells,  transmits,  or  exposes  without  previous  disinfection  any 
bedding,  clothing,  rags  or  other  things  which  have  been  exposed  to  infection  from  any 
such  disease,  shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding  five 
pounds. 

(4)  A  person  who  while  suffering  from  any  such  disease  enters  any  public  con- 
veyance without  previously  notifying  to  the  owner  or  driver  that  he  is  so  suffering 
shall  in  addition  be  ordered  by  the  Police  Masfistrate  to  pay  such  owner  and  driver 
the  amount  of  any  loss  and  expense  they  mav  incur  in  carrying  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Ordinance  with  respect  to  disinfection  of  the  conveyance. 

Provided  that  no  proceedings  under  this  section  shall  be  taken  against  persons 
transmitting  with  proper  precautions  any  bedding,  clothing,  rags  or  other  things  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  same  disinfected. 

Subsections  (1),  (2),  and  (4)  of  this  section,  and  the  two  next  following  sections, 
shall  not  apply  to  cases  of  venereal  disease. 
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Peuftltgr  on  7.    Every  owner  or  driver  of  a  public  conveyance  shall  inamediately  provide  for 

failiqg  to  ^j^g  disinfection  of  such  conveyance  aiter  it  has  to  his  knowlecjge  conveyed  mj  person 
fw  d^shi-  suflEering  from  an  infectious  disease,  and  if  he  fails  to  do  so  to  the  satisfaction  of  tt* 
fecUon  of  Sanitary  Commissioners  he  shall  be  liable,  on  sunmiary  conviction,  to  a  penalty  not 
pnblio  con-  ^^fceediflg  five  poumls,  but  no  such  lowner  or  driver  shall  be  required  to  convey  any 
veyano^.      person  SO  suiffermg  until  he  has  been  paid  a  sum  sufficient  to  cover  any  loss  or  expens^y 

mcurjTjed  by  hijn  in  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  this  section. 
Pro-  8.     Where  anv  child  is  tiie  inmate  of  a  house  in  which  any  infectious  disease 

hibition  of  prevails,  the  Health  Offiicer  shall  give  to  the  parents  or  guardians  of  such  child;  0^4 
^'ttendan*  *^  *^®  master  or  person  in  charge  of  any  school  attended  by  such  child,  a  notice  pro- 
at  ioImm>1^  hibiting  the  attendance  at  school  of  sucn  child/  and  any  person  wilfully  disregarding 
in  «MQ8  of   a  notice  of  prohibition  so  given  shall  be  liable,  on  summary  conviction,  to  a  penalty 

inUdionB    not  exceeding  ten  pounds. 

disease. 

Power  to  ^'    When  the  Chief  of  PoUce  has  reasonable  ground  for  suspecting  that  a  persoo 

Chief  of      in  Gibraltar  is  suffering  from  any.  infectious  disease  he  may,  by  notice  in  writing,  oaU 

Police  to     upon  such  person  to  attend  at  the  Colooial  Hospital,  or  such  other  place  as  the  Governor 

persoM "     may  appoint  for  the  treatment  of  such  cases,  at  a  time  to  be  specified  in  the  notice, 

suffering     wd  not  to  quit  it  without  the  permission  of  the  Medix^al  Officer  in  chaj^,  unless  and 

from  inf ec-  until  such  Medical  Officer  is  satisfied  that  such  person  is  not  in  fact  suffering  or  is  no 

tiouB  dis-     longer  suffering  from  such  disease. 

attend^ at  Provided  that  if,  having  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  or  the  condition  of 

and  remain  ^^  person  suffering  therefrom  or  the  general  environment  and  circumstances  of  sucK 

in  hospital,  person,  the  Chief  of  Police  considers  the  attendance  of  such  person  at  the  Colonial 

Hospital,  or  other  appointed  place,  inexpedient,  he  may  dispense  with  such  attendance^ 

and  take  such  measures  or  ^ve  such  directions  as  he  may  think  fit  and  proper. 
Persons  10.    The  Chief  of  Police  shall  report  in  writing  to  the  Governor  if  any  person, 

refusing  having  received  a  Notice  as  provided  oy  Section  9  of  this  Ordinance  has  refused  or 
to  attend  at  omitted  to  attend  at  the  Colonial  Hospital,  or  other  appointed'  place,  or  having  attended 
in  hcwpital  *"^  quitted  it  without  the  permission  of  the  Medical  Officer  in  charge,  or  having  been 
or  to  com-'  eiccused  from  attendance  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  directions  given  by  the  Chief 
ply  with  of  Police. 
directions 
given. 

Suspend-  H-     This  Ordinance  shall  not  come  into  operation  unless  and  until  the  Officer 

ing  Clanse.  Administering  the  Government  notifies  by  Proclamation  that  it  is  His  Majesty's 

pleasure  not  to  disallow  the  same ;  and  subject  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  come  into  operation 

on  the  day  that  such  proclamation  shall  be  made. 

Passed,  29th  March,  1901. 

By  command, 

H.  M.  Jackson, 

Colonial  Secretary. 


No.  3. 
At  the  Court  at  Windsor,  the  29th  day  of  Jime,  1900. 

PRESENT, 

The  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty 

Lord  President 
Marquess  of  Londonderry 
Lord  Chamberlain. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  extend  the  Aliens  Order  in  Council,  Gibraltar,  1885^ 
to  certain  British  subjects : 

Now  it  is  hereby  ordered  by  Her  Majesty  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  Her 
Privy  Council  as  foUows : — 

1.  This  Order  may  be  cited  as  "  The  Aliens  Order  Extension  Order  in  Council, 
"Gibraltar,  1900." 

2.  The  Aliens  Order  in  Council,  Gibraltar,  1885,  save  as  in  this  Order  or  any 
Rules  for  the  time  being  in  force  thereunder  expressly  provided,  shall  apply  to  a 
British  subject,  who  is  neither  a  native  of  Gibraltar  nor  employed  in  Gibraltar  in  Her 
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Majesty's  Service,  nor  the  wife  or  child  of  either  of  the  foregoing  persons,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  he  or  she  were  an  alien. 

Provided  that  the  foregoing  exception  in  favour  of  children  shall  cease  to  apply 
to  a  son  upon  his  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  or  marrying  under  that  age, 
and  to  a  daughter  upon  her  marriage,  or  at  the  termination  in  either  case  of  the  father's 
employment,  unless  otherwise  exempted  under  this  Order. 

The  expression  "  native  of  Gibraltar  "  in  this  section  uised  shall  not  include  a 

S5rson  bom  in  Gibraltar  after  the  date  of  this  Order  whose  father  is  not  a  native  of 
ibraltar,  or  who  is  bom  out  of  lawful  wedlock. 

3.  The  Governor  may  order  any  person  to  quit  Gibraltar  whom  he  may  judge 
undesirable  to  be  therein,  or  who  may  violate  the  provisions  of  this  Of3er  or  the  Rules 
made  thereunder ;  and  if  any  person  shall  refuse  or  fail  to  obey  any  such  Order,  the 
Governor  may  cause  him  to  be  arrested  and  removed  from  Gibraltar,  and  for  that 
purpose  to  be  placed  on  board  of  any  ship  or  boat. 

The  Governor  may  re-admit  such  person  into  Gibraltar  on  such  conditions  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  this  Order  or  any  Rules  made  thereunder. 

4.  The  certificate  of  the  Governor  that  any  person  is  undesirable  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  conclusive  in  aU  proceedings  whatsoever. 

5.  The  Master  of  any  vessel  arriving  in  Gibraltar  shall  answer  all  questions 
which  the  Captain  of  the  Port  or  his  Deputy  may  put  to  him  for  the  purposies  of  this 
Order;  and  any  Master  who  either  refuses  to  answer  any  such  questions,  or  gives  an 
untrue  answer,  ^hall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  under  this  Order. 

6.  If  any  person  lands  in  Gibraltar  contrary  to  this  Order  or  any  Rules  for  the 
time  being  in  force,  the  vessel  by  which  such  person  arrived  shaD  be  subject  to  a 
maritime  Gen  in  favour  of  Her  Majesty,  Her  Heirs  and  Successors  for  a  sum  of  £50 
m  respect  of  each  person  who  lands  as  aforesaid,  and  the  amount  so  charged  may  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  its  Admiralty  Jurisdiction,  and  pending 
arrest  under  process  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  payment  or  bail  given  oif  the  amoimt 
charged  upon  the  vessel,  the  Captain  of  the  Port  or  his  Deputy  may  detain  such  vessel 
and  by  force,  if  necessary. 

Provided  that  the  Master  of  the  vessel  may  apply  to  the  Pohoe  Magistrate,  who 
shall  grant  such  appUcation,  for  a  Warrant  to  arrest  and  convey  back  on  board  the 
vessel  such  person,  and  any  person  arresting  and  conveying  such  person  imder  the 
authority  of  such  Warrant  shall  incur  no  habilitv  by  so  doing.  On  the  execution  of 
the  Warrant  and  upon  payment  of  all  expenses  of  and  incidental  thereto  the  maritime 
lien  arising  under  this  section  shall  cease  to  exist. 

7.  The  Governor  may  from  time  to  time  make  such  Rules  as  he  may  conwder 
necessar}'  for  the  purposes  of  this  Order,  and  may  repeal  and  amend  the  same,  and  such 
Rules  when  approved  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  and 
published  in  the  Official  Gazette  «hall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  enacted  in 
this  Order. 

8.  Any  person  offending  against  this  Order  or  any  Rules  thereunder  for  the 
time  being  in  force  shall,  anything  in  the  Aliens  Order  in  Council,  Gibraltar,  1885,  to 
the  contrary  notvnthstanding,  be  liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a  penalty  not  exceed- 
ing £50,  and  in  default  to  imprisonment  with  or  vnthout  hard  labour  for  any  term  not 
exceeding  three  months,  or  in  the  discretion  of  the  Police  Magistrate  to  imprisonment 
for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  months,  with  or  without  hard  labour. 

9.  Nothing  in  this  Order  contained  shall  be  construed  to  alter  or  abridge  the 
provisions  of  the  Aliens  Order  in  Council,  Gibraltar,  1885. 

A.  W.  FTTZROY. 
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Reports  the  result  of  the  general  elec- 
tion, and  points  out  that  the  elected 
Members  are  pledged  to  a  policy  of 
"  no  taxation.*' 


Encloses  a  newspaper  article  deploring 
the  apathy  of  the  electorate  and  pro- 
testing against  the  policy  of  the 
elected  Members. 


Requests  that  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit 
may  be  informed  that  the  Sefcretary 
of  State  has  received  the  letter  en- 
closed in  No.  11,  but  has  nothing  to 
acM  to  his  despatch  of  19th  June. 


Reports  the  opening  of  the  new  Council 
and  encloses  his  address  to  the 
Council  and  the  Financial  Statement 
of  the  Chief  Secretary. 


Reque&ts  sanction  for  an  expenditure  of 
£4,500  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
new  school  at  Hamrun. 


Approves  proposed   expenditure  for  a 
new  school  at  Hamrun. 


Reports  that,  owing  to  the  refusal  of  the 
majority  of  the  elected  Members  to 
provide  tho  funds,  the  Government 
schools  were  closed  from  the  1st  of 
December  but  were  reopened  on  5th 
December  on  the  understanding  that 
the  necessary  amount  woo  Id  be  voted. 


59 


66 


74 


75 


79 


86 


88 


88 


95 


96 


96 
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24 


OoYemor     Sir     B.     W, 
Oienfell. 


25 


26 


27 


To  Governor  Sir  F.  W. 
Orenfell. 


Governor     Sir     F.    W. 
Grenfell. 


Ditto   ...        ^ 


28 


29 


Ditto 


Ditto  ... 


30 


31 


Ditto   ... 


Ditto  ... 


32 


Ditto 


33 


34 


Ditto 


Ditto    ...  wm  ^ 


1900. 

Dec6mb«r  21 
(Bee.  Deo  27.) 


December  29 


1901. 

Dec.  29, 1900 
(Rec.  Jan.  2, 1901.) 


January  31 
(Bee.  Feb.  S.) 


February  28 
(Bee.  March  4.) 


March  6 
(Rec.  March  11.) 


March  18 
(Bee.  March  23.) 


April  9 
(Bee.  April  16.) 


April  10 
(Bee  April  15.) 


April  10 
(Bee.  April  15.) 


AprU  27 
(Bee.  May  1.) 


BeportB  that  the  Education  Ordinance  96 
and  the  Meetings  Ordinance,  which 
were  disallowed  in  1899,  passed  the 
third  reading  by  the  votes  of  all  the 
elected  members  on  12th  December, 
and  that  he  has  again  disallowed 
them. 


Acknowleges  receipt  of  No.  23 101 


Beports  that  the  Estimates  of  Expendi-     101 
ture  for  1901  have  been  passed  with 
the  exceptions  and  alterations  shewn. 


Encloses  a  return  shewing  the  number     108 
of  guardians  who  have  chosen  English 
and  Italian  respectively  for  children 
attending   the  3rd  Standiurd  of  the 
Government  Elementary  Schools. 


Beports  that  the  Ooxmcil  has  rejected  a     112 
vote  for  the  cost  of  a  site  for  a  new 
school  at  Zurrico. 


Beports  that  by  resolution  of  the  rejected     114 
members   the   funds    available     for 
carrying  on  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
versity and  Lyceum  and  the  Elemen- 
tary Schools  have  been  reduced. 


Encloses    a    newspaper    article    ^'An     116 
appeal  to  the  Maltese,'*  by  Dr.  Mizzi. 


Beports  that  he  has  issued  a  warrant  of  119 
advance  authorising  expenditure  of 
£140  for  the  acquisition  of  a  site  for 
schoolhouses  at  Zurrico,  and  that  a 
vote  will  be  submitted  to  the  Council 
of  Government  for  the  same. 


Forwards  copies  of  resolutions  passed  119 
at  an  open  air  meeting  protesting 
against  the  imposition  of  new  taxes 
and  the  prominence  given  to  the 
English  language,  with  reports  of  the 
speeches  made. 


Encloses  Dr.    Mizzi's   Appeal    to    the     122 
Maltese,  issued   before  the  meeting 
reported  in  No.  32. 


Beports   the  rejection  of  the  Finance     128 
Ordinance ;  points  out  the  imporiance 
of  the  votes  involved,  and  suggests 
the  issue  of  an  Order  in  Council. 
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No. 


From  or  to  whofm. 


Page. 


35 


Governor     Sir     P.     W. 
Grenfell. 


36 


Ditto 


37 


38 


Ditto 


Ditto 


1901. 

April  29 
(Rec.  Mar  ^0 


May  4 
(Rec.  May  8.) 


May  8 
(Rec.  May  15.) 


May  9 
(Rec.  May  15.) 


39 


Ditto   ... 


40 


Ditto  ,.. 


May  21 
(Rec.  May  26.) 


May  20 
(Rec.  May  27.) 


41 


Proclamation      by      the 
Governor. 


May  21 
(Rec.  May  27.) 


42 


43 


Governor     Sir      P.    W. 
Grenfell. 


Ditto   ... 


Jnne  17 
(Rec.  June  21.) 


June  19 
(Reo.  Jnne  24.) 


Submits  his  views  on  the  urgent  ne-     140 
tiemAty  of   detftirmiaing   the  various 
matterti  which  should  be  included  in 
an  Order  in  Council. 


Remarks  upon  the  agitation  to  secure     142 
the  repesJ  of  the  Order  in  Council 
providing  that  English  shall  become 
the  official  lanfuage  in  1914. 


Rejierts  that  another    public    me^'ting     148 
was  held  onj  5th  May  ;  encloses  short- 
[      hMid  notes  of  the  proceedings. 


Forwards  translation  of  an  article  from  156 
the  **  Gdzzetta  di  MaMa/'  shewing  that 
tbe  piincipal  object  of  the  meeting 
reported  in  No.  37  was  a  demonstra- 
tion against  the  ''Malta  (use  of 
English  language  in  legal  proceed- 
ings) Order  in  Council,  1899." 


Forwards  resr»lutions  handed  to  him  by     158 
a  deputation  representing  the  meeting 
on  5th  May,  and  submits  observations 
thereon. 


Forwards  a  return  of  parents  or  guard-  162 
ians  of  children  attending  the  Govern- 
ment elementary  schools,  who  have 
chosen  Englii^  op-italian  as  the 
second  language  of  education  after 
Maltese. 


Exhorts  all  Government  servants  and  164 
loyal  subjects  to  contradict  false 
reports  which  are  being  spread  as  to 
the  motives  of  the  Government  in 
promoting  the  spread  of  the  English 
language. 


Reports  the  rejection   by  the   Elected     164 
members,  of  a  vote  for  a  branch  post 
office  at  Melleha,  for  the  convenience 
of  a  military  camp  at  that  place. 


Reports  that  Dr.  Mizzi's  party  have  164 
organised  several  meetings  in  the 
country  districts  on  the  language 
question,  but  that  the  agitation  is 
rapidly  waning  in  popularity ;  encloses 
a  Return  showing  the  choice  of 
parents  and  guardiaiis  as  between 
Jfnglish  and  Italian  in  the  elementary 
schools,  on  the  passage  from  the 
Second  to  the  Third  Standard. 
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Swial 
So 

From  or  to  whom. 

Date. 

Subject 

Pw. 

1901. 

44 

Governor     Sir      P.     W. 
Grenfell. 

June  26 
(Rec.  July  1.) 

Reports  the  rejection  of  a  vote  for  a  new 
thoroughfare  on  the  ground  that  the 
name  of  the  street  should  be  in 
Italian  and  not  in  English. 

167 

45 

Ditto 

July? 
(Rec.  July  12.) 

Forwards  reports  of  public  meetings 
held  at  Musta  and  Zurrico. 

167 

46 

To  Acting-Governor  Lord 
Congleton. 

July  30 

Conveys  the  decision  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  on  the  questions  of  the 
official  language  and  the  passing  of 
the  votes  necessary  to  carry  on  the 
administration. 

175 
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MALTA. 


FURTHER  CORRPISPONDENCE 


RBLATING  TO  THE 


POLITICAL  CONDITION  OF  MALTA. 


No.  1. 

ORDINANCE  No  XI.  op  1898. 

(Translation.) 

An  Obdinakce,  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Malta,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 

Council  of  Government  thereof ; 

To  make  some  provisions  relating  to  public  meetings  and  assemblies. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  make  some  provisions  relating  to  public  meetings  and  Preamble.  ] 
assemblies,  it  is  enacted  and  ordained  by  His  Excellency  the  Uovemor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Council  of  (Jovemment,  as  follows : 

Article  1. — In  any  proceeding,  act,  or  decision,  in  which  the  law  is  to  be  cited,  Short  title. 
the  citation  of  "  The  law  relating  to  public  meetings,''  shall  miply  the  citation  of  this 
Ordinance. 

2.  Every  subject  of  Her  Majesty  who  is  of  age  and  who  possesses  the  qualifica-  p™"^i^^ 
tions  required  by  law  to  enable  him  to  serve  as  a  juror,  shall  be  allowed  to  hoM  a  J^bUc 
pulBKc  meeting,  if  he  gives  notice  thereof  in  writing  to  the  Superintendent  of  Police  meeting  on 
at  least  48  hours  before  the  meeting.  giving 

The  person  giving  such  notice  shall  state  his  name  and  surname,  his  occupation;  notice^ 
and  the  place  in  which  he  resides.  thereof. 

3.  The  notice  shall  state  the  place,  the  day,  and  the  hour  of  such  meeting,  and  Notice  to 
whether  its  object  is  a  conference,  a  public  discussion,  or  the  selection  of  a  candidate  ^^^^ 
for  election  as  member  of  the  Council  of  Government.  particulars. 

4.  A  receipt  for  the  said  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  ofl&cer  who  received  it,  Receipt  for 
and  the  time  at  which  the  notice  was  presented  shall  be  noted  on  the  receipt.  notice. 

5.  No  public  meeting  shall  be  held  before  the  lapse  of  48  hours  from  the  notice  ^^oid^^t- 
referred  to  in  article  3.  mg  before 

48  hours 

6.  The  Superintendent  of  Police  may  indicate  the  public  place  iq  which  the  from  notice. 
public  meeting  referred  to  in  the  said  notice  may  be  held,  in  substitution  for  that  Powers  of 
pointed  out  in  the  said  notice ;  he  may  also  direct  that  such  meeting  be  not  held  on  ?J^^®^^'  ^ 
any  day  on  which,  in  the  town  or  village  wherein  it  is  intended  to  hold  the  meeting,  p^ij^^  ^ 
any  public  solemnity  or  festival  is  to  be  held. 

7.  In  no  case  shall  a  public  open-air  meeting  be  permitted  in  public  streets,  or  Open-air 
in  any  public  place  other  than  that  indicated  by  the  Superintendent  of  Police  under  n^®etings. 
the  provision  of  the  preceding  article. 

8.  It  is  prohibited  to  proceed  to  a  public  meeting  or  to  return  therefrom  in  pro-  p^S^  ^V^ 
cession  in  any  inhabited  place.  meeting  pro- 

8929  A 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Prohibitionto  Q.    No  public  opcn-air  meeting  shall  be  continued  beyond  one  hour  after  sunset* 

meeting  after 

BUXlBet. 

Regula-  10.    The  Superintendent  of  Police  may,  with  the  authority  of  the  Head  of  the 

tions.  Government,  make  regulations,  to  be  observed  on  the  occasion  of  any  public  meet- 

ing, for  the  maintenance  of  order. 

dSltS^at-  ^^'    ^^^  Superintendent  of  Police,  or  any  person  appomted  by  him,  is  entitled 

tend  meetiiig.  to  attend  any  public  meeting  in  any  i^pot  to  be  selected  by  him. 
^otytoma^  12.     The  person  mentioned  in  article  2  shall  be  bound  to  maintain  the  character 

of  meeting,     of  the  meeting  as  specified  in  the  notice  therein  referred  to. 

Certein  13.    Fublic  meetings  held  in  contravention  of  articles  2,  3,  5,  6  and  7  shall  be 

Swnte         prevented ;  and  the  promoters  thereof,  as  well  as  those  who  offend  against  the  provision 

of  article  8,  shall  be  liable  to  the  punishment  of  detention  or  imprisohment  up  to  three 

months. 

^'^^^  14.    The  Superintendent  of  Police,  or  any  person  appointed  by  him,  may  dissolve 

c^\e^       a  public  nueeting  in  each  of  the  following  cases: — 

dissolved.  1.  If  the  person  mentioned  in  article  2  shall  not  present  himself; 

2.  If  public  demonstrations  of  discontent  against  the  Government,  or  seditious 

cries  constituting  offences  against  the  safety  of  the  Government  or  against 
public  tranquility,  shall  occur  or  be  uttered; 

3.  If  any  offences  contemplated  by  the  Criminal  Laws  shall  be  committed'  in 

the  meeting. 
Injunction  15.    Whenever,  in  the  cases  contemplated  in  the  preceding  articles,  it  be  neces- 

to  toperee   ^^^  ^  dissolve  a  public  meeting,  or  a  public  assembly  in  any  public  place  or  in  any 

place  open  to  the  public,  the  persons  assembled  together  shall  be  enjoined  to  disperse 

by  the  ofl&cer  or  the  person  mentioned  in  article  11. 

16.  If,  after  such  injunction,  any  meeting  or  assembly  shall  not  disperse,  the 
dispersion  shall  be  ordered  by  means  of  three  distinct  formal  intimations,  each  being 
preceded  by  sound  of  trumpet. 

^^®^  17.    Should,  at  the  expiration  of  one  hour,  the  said  three  intimations  also  fail 

bTnsed^     to  have  effect,  the  meeting  or  the  assembly  shall  be  dispersed  by  using  force,  and  any 
persons  refusing  to  obey  shall  be  arrested. 

Force  miay  also  be  used  if  no  intimation  can  be  made  owing  to  revolt  or  opposition. 

^^^  ^te^'  ^^'    Saving  the  provision  of  article  13,  contraventions  of  this  law,  as  well  as  of 

1    men  .     ^^^  regulations  mentioned  in  article  10,  shall  be  liable  to  the  punishments  for  con- 
traventions ;  provided  that  any  act  constituting  an  offence  shall  be  punished  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  Criminal  Laws. 
Repeal.  19,    Any  ordinance,  law,  or  regulation  contrary  to,  or  inconsistent  with,  this  law, 

is  repealed. 

-r.        ,  1     ^        .1    i.^  .      Sitting  No.  68, 

Passed  the  Councu  of  Government  at  April  14    1898 

Geo.  Borg  Cabdona, 
Acting  Clerk  to  the  Council. 


Assented  to  this  28lii  day  of  May,  1898. 


(L.S.)  Arth.  Lyon  Fremantle, 

Governor. 

By  command, 

G.  Strickland, 
Chief  Secretary  to  Government 
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No.  2. 

A  STATEMENT  OF  CLAIMS  AND  GRIEVANCES  OF  THE  MALTESE  SUB- 
MITTED TO  THE  RT.  HON.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN,  M.P.,  BY  THE  DEPU- 
TATION FROM  THE  ELECTED  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF 
GOVERNMENT  IN  JULY,  1899. 

"BEAVE  MALTESE!  ....  given  in  prey  of  invaders,  ;  .  . 
an  eternal  slavery  seemed  to  be  your  inevitable  destiny  .... 
you  broke  in  pieces  your  chains  ....  your  courage  -confined 
your  enemy  behind  the  ramparts  ....  To  annS;  then,  0 
Maltese!  for  GOD  and  YOUR  COUNTRY!  .  .  •  .  Success 
will  recompense  yoiur  labour,  and  you  vnll  return  instantly  ^'nto  the 
bosom  of  your  families,  proud— justly  proud — of  HAVING  SAVED 
YOUR  COUNTRY! 

"My  Master,  Sovereign  of  a  people  free  and  generous,  sent  me  to  support 
you.^ 

Genl.  Graham's  Proclamation,  June  19th,  1800. 

1.  The  undersigned,  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  of  GU)vemment  of  Malta,  on 
bdiaif  of  themselves  and  all  their  Colleagues  of  the  Elected  Bench  (Appendix  No.  1), 
b^  to  submit  to  the  Imperial  Government  the  Claims  of  the  Maltese  to  a  better  form 
of  government,  and  to  the  preservation  of  the  use  of  the  Italian  language,  espeoially  in 
Her  Majesty's  Courts  of  Law. 

I. 
ON  THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  MALTA. 

2.  The  undersigned  wish  to  set  forth  the  rights  of  the  Maltese  to  a  better  form  of 
government,  and  one  more  fitted  to  a  people  who  have  never  been  conquered. 

The  French  Republic,  at  the  end  of  the  last  century,  having  wrested  the  Island 
from  the  Knights  of  St.  John,  the  Maltese  rose  as  one  man  against  their  mvaders. 
When  the  victorious  people  Had  made  themselves  masters  of  aJl  the  Island,  except 
Valletta,  they  were  aided  first  by  the  Portuguese,  and  then  by  the  English.  The  com- 
bined force  continued  the  war  against  the  French  till  they  were  obliged  to  capitulate ; 
but  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  neither  the  Portuguese  nor  the  English  lost  a  single  man, 
whilst  many  of  the  Maltese  laid  down  their  lives  in  the  cause  of  the  national  freedom. 

As  the  French  succeeded  the  government  of  the  Kjiights  of  St.  John,  so  the 
Maltese  succeeded  the  French,  having  redeemed  their  country  by  force  of  arms. 

To  prove  this  fact  official  documents  are  quoted,  of  which  the  undersigned  insert 
extracts  (Appendices  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9). 

3.  The  Maltese  afterwards  asked  for  the  protection  of  Great  Britain.  "  Meli- 
tensium  Amor  "  (the  love  of  the  Maltese)  thus  secured  to  England  an  important  for- 
tress and  a  naval  station,  which  have  materially  contributed  to  its  power  in  the 
Mediterranean. 

4.  Has  Malta  received  from  England  that  compensation  to  which  her  sacrifices 
and  patriotism  so  richly  entitled  her?  In  other  words,  have  her  people  been  allowed 
such  a  measure  of  self-government  as  enables  them  to  exercise  control  over  their  own 
internal  affairs  ? 

Soon  after  the  end  of  the  war  a  military  govemment  was  imposed  upon  the  Island, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  the  brief  period  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  R.  More  OTerrall's  tenure 
of  office,  it  has  been  continued  to  the  present  day. 

Up  to  1849  the  Maltese  constantly,  but  vainly,  demanded  some  share  in  the  govem- 
ment of  the  country.    All  power  continued  to  be  vested  in  the  (Jovemor. 

In  1849,  however,  a  Council  was  granted,  but  it  consisted  of  eight  elected  and  nine 
official  members,  the  latter  being  expected  on  all  occasions  to  vote  as  the  Governor 
should  direct.  The  elected  Members  were  thus  consistently  outvoted  by  the  official 
majority  in  every  question  of  any  importance;  and  absolute  power  remained,  as  before, 
in  the  hands  of  the  Military  Governor. 

This  form  of  govemment  lasted  till  1887,  when  a  new  Constitution  was  granted, 
which,  though  partly  spoiled  by  the  retention  of  an  official  element  in  the  Council,  was 
such  as  to  promise  a  new  and  a  happier  chapter  m  the  history  of  the  people  of  Malta. 
Unfortunately,  aftOT  a  few  months  the  liberality  of  this  Constitution  was  substantially 
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curtaUed,  and  every  subsequent  change  has  been  in  the  direction  of  increasing  the  powei 
in  the  hands  of  the  Military  Governor. 

5.  The  evils  of  a  purely  military  rule,  and  of  the  entire  absence  of  anythmg  de- 
serving the  name  of  pohtical  liberty,  have  been  keenly  felt  during  a  whole  century,  and 
the  Maltese  people  have  never  ceased  claiming  the  benefits  of  a  Civil  Government  (with 
a  Civil  Governor),  and  liberty  to  manage  their  own  civil  affairs.  These  evils  of  arbi- 
trary rule  were  foreseen  by  our  forefathers  even  at  the  time  when  they  were  asking  for 
Britigh  protection,  and  they  sought  to  safeguard  their  liberties  by  stipulating  for  s$ 
"  Consigho  Fopolare."  With  regard  to  the  powers  of  a  Military  Governor,  they  used 
.these  prophetic  words :  "  A  Mifitary  Grovexnor  oannot  spaxe  sufficient  time  f rona  his 
^*  gaxrdson  occupations,  to  direct  the  civil  administration  of  the  Island,  without  giving 
*'  too  much  power  to  Secretaries,  who  seek  their  own  interests  and  not  the  happiness  of 
*'  the  people."    (Appendices  Nos.  10  and  XI.) 

Wliat  our  lorefatheare  foresaw, has  too  surely  come  to  pass.  Nor  could  it  be  otherr 
wise,  in  view  of  tiie  great  power  given  to  the  local  officials.  The  people  of  Malta  have 
no  independent  means  of  conununicating  with  the  Home  Government  or  of  exDosing  to 
tlie  Imperial  authorities  the  existence  of  abuses,  many  of  which  can  be  detected  kjAj  by 
close  local  observation  and  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  affairs  of  the  Island.  The 
Home  Government  is  too  far  removed  from  Malta  to  judge  of  its  administration,  and  so 
they  are  obhged  to  accept  as  reliable  reports  which  reach  them  from  official  and  in- 
terested (^uaxters.  Even  when  the  Maltese,  goaded  by  some  specially  aggravating  piece 
of  injustice  or  oppression,  find  themselves  compelled  to  niake  an  appeal  to  the  Home 
Government,  they  have  to  do  so  through  the  loc^  officials,  who  are  careful  to  accompany 
such  appeals  by  comments  which  are  never  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  people,  who 
therefore  never  have  any  opportunity  of  making  a  reply  in  support  of  their  case. 

6.  Anotiier  grievous  ground  of  complaint  is  that  Malta  is  governed  to-day  under 
a  system  of  indirect  corruption.  Bribery  as  a  method  of  adnttinistration  is  not  less 
offensive  because  it  sometimes  comes  in  the  guise  of  official  advancement  or  promotion. 

The  present  administration  has  invent^  a  "  formula,'*  that  describes  the  policy  to 
which  allusion  is  here  made.  The  formula  runs :  Those  who  serve  the  Government  shall 
he  awarded  [?  rewarded^  by  the  Government;  the  thing  sounds  innocent  enough,  but 
in  its  application  it  becomes  grossly  immoral,  for  this  reason,  that  the  Government 
(that  is  to  say  the  officials  in  power)  reserve  to  themselves  the  sole  right  to  judge  who 
really  serve  the  Government.  This  principle,  when  applied'  to  the  Elected  Members, 
is  fatally  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people. 

7.  The  present  form  of  Local  Government  in  Malta  cannot  fail  to  beget  a  per- 
manent feeling  of  distrust  and  suspicion  in  the  people.  This  distrust  is  detrimental  not 
only  to  the  Maltese,  but  also  to  the  Government  from  which  they  should  not  be 
estranged.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  people  of  Malta  regard  with  something 
akin  to  horror  the  system  of  corruption  against  which  all  their  efforts  during  the  past  ten 
years  have  been  systematically  frustrated  and  undermined.  The  undersigned  deeply 
xegret  the  evil  which  this  state  of  things  insidiously  work  in  the  naturally  loyal  char- 
acter of  the  Maltese ;  and  even  to  Her  Majesty's  Govermnent  it  must  be  a  matter  of  im- 
portance that  in  a  fortress  like  Malta  the  loyal  character  of  the  population  should  be 
carefully  fostered. 

8.  It  might  be  imagined  that  as,  in  Malta,  Government  Officials  are  not  respon- 
sible to  the  country,  they  would  be  removed  when  they  made  themselves  odious  to 
the  people  they  are  supposed  to  serve.  Unfortimately  it'^is  not  so,  and  the  goodwill  of 
the  governed  is  the  last  thing  that  is  sought  by  the  average  official.  On  the  contrary, 
an  established  character  for  unpopularity  is  too  often  accepted  as  affording  presumption 
of  meritorious  service.  The  mere  fact  that  an  offiical  is  disliked  by  the  people  is 
thought  to  constitute  a  claim  on  the  support  of  the  Imperial  authorities. 

9.  In  this  condition  of  things  the  Maltese  are  denied  their  legitimate  opportu- 
nities of  developing  the  resources  of  the  Island  and  bettering  the  condition  of  the  whole 
community.  It  is  time,  therefore,  a  plain  word  were  spoken,  and  we  say  that  this  en- 
forced guardianship  of  our  affairs  by  local  officials,  who  are  r^arded  as  the  *'  tyrants"  of 
the  people,  is  becoming  a  burden  too  heavy  to  be  borne.  The  Maltese  pay  their  taxes, 
a^d  have  no  voice  in  the  spending  of  them.  Their  money  is  disposed  of  capriciously  by 
these  distrusted  officials,  whilst  many  improvements,  absolutely  necessary,  are  left  un- 
done for  want  of  fimds.  The  permanent  annual  expenditure  in  the  last  nine  years  has 
been  augmented  by  more  than  £30,000,  and  the.  number  of  civil  servants  has  been  in- 
creased unnecessarily  by  more  than  400. 

The  elected  members  of  the  Council  are  systematically  slighted  by  the  Government 
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offi<?i%lR  aad  treated  as  persons  whose  opinions  axe  of  no  account  as  anyone  may  ScQ  for 
himself,  by  referring  to  the  records. 

Wiiilst  the  M^tese  see  liberal  and  popular  institutions  enjoyed  by  the  rest  of  the 
world,  they  themselves  are  being  daily  deigrived  of  the  little  political  power  they  have. 
As  already  stated,  the  Constitution  of  18ff7  underwent  a  substantial  curtailment  a  few 
months  after  it  was  granted.  Another  curtailment  was  effected  a  short  time  ago,  the 
number  of  14  elected  members  being  reduced  to  13,  imder  the  following  circumstances : 
— His  Grace  the  Archbishop  having, directed  that  no  priest  should  present  himself  as  a 
candidate  to  the  Council  of  Grovernment  without  his  consent,  the  fact  was  f^Jsely  in- 
teipreted  as  an  interference  in  politics  on  the  part  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Authorities. 
The  Government,  therefore,  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen,  deprive  Ecclesiastics  of  the  right  of 
being  elected,  and  that  without  making  any  compensating  addition  to  the  nmnbers  of 
the  my  representatives,  so  that  the  original  nxmiber  of  14  elected  members,  at  the  in- 
stigation  of  local  officials,  was  arbitrarily  reduced  to  13.  A  remonstrance  was  oxade  in 
Council  by  the  Elected  Members  against  the  exclusion  of  Priests  from  the  Council  and 
against  the  reduction  of  the  Elected  Bench,  to  which  the  local  Chief  Secretary,  with  his 
usual  levity,  replied  that  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  had  raised  no  objection,  thus  show- 
ing that  he  tacitly  approved  of  the  change.  The  Archbishop,  who,  knowing  as  well  as 
any  man,  the  many  reasons  for  discontent  in  the  Island,  had  most  prudently  abstained 
from  saying  a  word  on  the  affront  which  had  been  offered  to  him  and  his  clergy,  was 
thus  obliged  to  emphatically  protest  in  a  public  address  against  the  groundless  insinua- 
tion of  the  Chief  Secretary. 

10.  The  people  of  Malta,  in  asking  that  their  purely  domestic  affairs  should  be 
freed  from  the  enforced  control  of  officials  who  neither  represent  them  nor  understand 
their  wants,  beg  to  have  the  Constitution  modified  on  these  lines :  — 

(a)  Twentjr-two  Members,  all  elected  by  tie  people,  to  form  the  Legislative 
Council,  instead  of  13  as  at  present,  thereby  suppressing  the  present  5 
officials  not  elected ;  one  of  the  Members  to  be  elected  as  the  Speaker. 

(6)  Five  of  the  Members  of  the  said  Legislative  Council,  belonging  to  the 
majority,  to  be  constitutionally  chosen  by  the  Head  of  the  Government  to 
form  the  Executive  Council,  instead  of  the  five  official,  as  at  present. 

(c)  The  Executive  Council  to  be  responsible  to  the  Legislative  Coimcil. 

(d)  The  Head  of  the  Government  to  be  a  Civilian,  and  the  Maltese  would  be 
grateful  if  a  Member  of  the  Roval  Family  was  appointed  Governor,  apart 
from  the  officer  in  command  of  the  forces. 

(e)  The  power  of  "Veto'*  to  be  reserved  to  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  on  the 

advice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 
(/)  All  civil  power,  both  in  the  Head  of  Government  and  in  the  Legislative  and 

Executive  power  to  be  suspended  during  war,  or  on  proclamation  of  martial 

law  by  the  General  in  command  of  the  fortress. 
(g)  The  Members  of  the  two  Councils  to  be  directly  represented  in  London  with 

the  Home  Authorities  by  an  Agent-General,  to  be  elected  every  three  years, 

by  the  people  of  Malta.    At  present  the  people  and  their  representatives 

have  no  direct  and  immediate  representative  as  a  medium  with  the  Colonial 

Office. 

11.  It  has  been  urged  as  an  objection  to  granting  a  measure  of  self-government 
to  Malta,  that  the  Maltese  people  are  not  ripe  for  such  a  responsibility.  If  that  were 
true,  it  would  indeed  be  a  conclusive  reason  for  making  a  speedy  end  of  the  existing 
system,  for  it  would  prove  that  a  100  years  of  military  and  despotic  rule  had  left  the 
people  unfitted  for  the  exercise  of  the  elementary  duties  of  civil  life. 

12.  Another  objection  sometimes  taken  is  that  any  sort  of  self-government  might 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  Island  as  a  fortress  and  naval  station.  On  the  contrary, 
nothing  else  could  so  rivet  the  hold  of  England  on  the  Island ;  the  right  to  manage  their 
own  aflEairs  would  make  the  Maltese  i[eel  more  bound  than  ever  before  to  the  Empire. 
The  only  ambition  and  wish  of  the  Maltese  is  now,  what  it  was  at  the  very  beginning  of 
their  connection  with  the  Bntish  Empire,  viz.,  to  have  local  freedom  and  management 
of  their  local  affairs. 

^  The  British  Government  has  hitherto  ruled  Malta  with  undisguised  despotism 
withoutattempting  in  any  way  to  temper,  or  soften,  or  hide  away  the  effects  of  foreign 
uvii  ^^™^®^*  officials  always  impressed  on  the  Maltese  the  idea  that  Malta 
must  bhndly  submit  to  the  dictates  of  the  local  officials  sent  out  from  England,  and  must 
never  presume  to  dream  of  political  libertv  in  however  restricted  a  sphere.  It  seems 
never  to  have  occurred  to  these  officials  that  by  fostering  love  of  country  ""  Patria,* 
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they  would  give  the  people  an  interest  in  nphdding  the  British  flag 'under  which  their 
local  freedom  would  be  secured  and  their  local  independence  guaranteed. 

13.  Not  one  of  the  Generals  who  have  governed  Malta  ever  conceived  the  idea  ol 
utilizing  for  the  good  of  the  Empire  the  character  of  the  Maltese.  They  were  able  to 
see  only  the  defects  of  the  people,  and  were  skilled  only  to  exaggerate  them.  Yet,  the 
(M^tese  have  proved  themselves  to  be  brave,  enthusiastic,  loyal,  and  capable  of  alL 
devotion;  and  if  these  sterling  (jualities  are  eflfectively  called  into  play,  by  encouraging, 
an  interest  in  the  defence  of  their  country,  the  Maltese  could  be  depended  upon  by  them- 
selves to  hold  the  Island  safe  for  Great  Britain.  On  the  other  hand,  the  true  interests 
of  Malta  considered  as  a  British  fortress  and  a  naval  station  require  that  there  should 
be  in  the  Island  no  hostile  or  even  suspected  population. 

14.  The  imdersigned  have  observed,  with  regret,  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the- 
officials  to  advise  the  Home  Government  to  override  tbe  votes  of  the  majority  of  the 
elected  Members  of  the  Council  by  means  of  Orders  in  Council  sent  from  London. 
This  is  another  subterfuge  by  officials  to  nullify  the  action  of  the  representatives  of  the- 
people.  The  undersigned  sincerely  trust  that  the  Home  Authorities  will  not  allow  an 
irritating  abuse  of  such  powers,  and  that  no  Minister  of  Her  Majesty  will  show  ingrati-^ 
tude  to  the  people  of  Malta  by  curtailing  their  liberties  and  popular  representation. 
We  trust  that  the  Maltese  will  never  lose  confidence  in  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  to  see 
their  national  wrongs  redressed. 

15.  The  Generals  who  in  succession  have  commanded  Malta  have  always  held 
that  the  remedy  was  to  curtail  the  liberties  of  the  Maltese,  to  exaggerate  their  defects,^ 
to  propose  emigration,  to  force  the  English  language  into  their  country.  Sir  J.  L.  A.. 
Simmons  is  remembered  as  an  exception  on  this  point.  He,  with  a  fair  and  open  mind, 
had  begun  to  understand  Maltese  cdiaracter  and  to  turn  it  to  profit. 

Under  him  the  disgraceful  scene  of  seeing  the  Maltese  batoned  by  the  Police,  and 
of  bloodshed  which  followed,  would  not  have  created  the  disaflEection  which  the  xm- 

florious  plot  of  the  local  officials  of  the  6th  May,  1891,  has  xmfortunately  produced. 
Tnder  Su:  J.  L.  A.  Simmons,  the  Maltese  population  would  have  been  spared  the 
cowardly  insult  inflicted  on  them  by  a  high  Government  official,  who,  during  the  cruel 
scene  of  the  6th  May,  1891,  stood  at  the  Palace  balcony  and  looked  on  with  laughter 
while  the  people  were  being  batoned  by  the  police  and  blood  was  being  shed. 

n. 

FORCING  A  LANGUAGE  ON  THE  PEOPLE. 
(THE  LANGUAGE  QUESTION.) 

16.  The  language  question  has  now  assumed  two  aspects :  that  of  its  provisional 
adoption  in  the  Courts  of  Law  in  all  cases  where  "  a  British  subject  not  bom  nor 
naturalised  Maltese  "  is  concerned  (Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Coimcil  of  the  7th  March 
last.  Appendix  No.  12),  and  that  of  its  dehnitive  adoption  m  the  Law  Courts  after 
fifteen  years,  as  announced  by  a  despatch  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies,  dated  15th  March  ult.  (Appendix  No.  13). 

17.  The  undersigned  refer  to  the  protest  against  the  introduction  of  the  English 
language  in  the  Courts  of  Law  presented  by  all  the  Elected  Members  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor  of  Malta,  Sir  Francis  Grenfell  (Appendix  No.  14),  and  to  the  reasons 
alleged  by  the  Members  of  the  Le^l  Profession  in  the  annexed  document  (Appendix 
No.  15).  The  undersigned,  Dr.  Mizzi,  is  charged  with  the  mission  of  submitting  those 
*^asons  to  the  Imperial  Government  (Appendix  No.  16). 

18.  The  Maltese  regret  that  the  misrepresentations  made  against  the  Courts  of 
the  Magistrates  of  Judicial  Police  in  Malta  spread  abroad  by  a  local  English  paper, 
known  as  being  under  the  direct  influence  of  local  ofiicers,  have  been  so  easily  credited 
by  the  Home  Government,  as  would  appear  from  the  adoption  of  the  measures  con- 
tained in  the  before-mentioned  Order  in  Council.  The  Maltese  hoped  that  the  Local 
Government  Officials  would  have  contradicted  these  outrageous  attacks  against  the 
Magistrates,  if  not  in  the  press,  at  least  in  their  official  reports;  one  would  say,  how- 
ever, that  not  only  did  the  Local  Government  do  nothing  of  the  kind,  but  that  those 
attacks  were  pre-arranged  to  give  a  justification  for  the  forcing  of  the  English  language 
upon  the  people  of  Malta. 

19.  As  it  stated  in  the  aforesaid  documents  (Appendix  Nos.  14  and  15)  the  Italian 
language  has  been  the  educational  language  of  the  Maltese  for  the  last  nine  centuries, 
that  is  to  say,  since  Italian  began  to  be  substituted  to  the  Latin.    It  was  not  forced  on 
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ais  by  any  law  or  order,  but  was  voluntarily  adopted  as  the  most  suitable  for  progrestt 
.and  civilization,  and  for  bringing  the  people  within  the  pale — ^a  purpose  for  which  their 
Maltese  dialect  was  obviously  unfitted. 

20.  The  Engli^  language  admittedly  is  useful  to  the  Maltese  and  it  is  learnt 
with  eagerness  in  ^  our  own  schools ;  but  the  Italian  is  necessary.  We  are  surrounded 
-on  all  sides  by  people  of  the  Latin  race;  all  our  archives  are  filled  with  Latin  and 
Italian  documents.  If  the  English  language  were  substituted  for  the  Italian,  the 
Maltese  would,  at  once,  be  painfully  isolated  from  all  their  neighbours. 

21.  The  Maltese  dialect,  after  a  slow  evolution  of  nine  centuries,  is  now  so  fuU  of 
Italian  words,  that  it  is  easy  to  teach  our  children  the  Italian  tongue  and  so  to  bring 
within  the  reach  of  the  people  the  benefits  of  the  latest  science  and  noblest  literature. 
If  English  is  substituted,  education  will  suffer,  as  it  is  much  more  diJB&cult  for  the 
Maltese  to  learn  English  than  Italian;  indeed,  all  those  classes  that  necessarily  stop 
their  literary  education  at  a  very  early  period  will  learn  very  little,  or  nothing. 

22.  Our  laws  founded  on  our  customs  are  based  on  the  BcHnan  laws.  They  are 
with  slight  differences,  those  of  the  Napoleon  Code.  Technical  terms  have  no  corres- 
ponding ones  in  English. 

Many  documents  in  Latin  and  Italian  will  have  to  be  translated,  not  only  at  great 
expense,  but  with  great  hurt  to  justice,  as  translations  will  inevitably  give  room  for 
^iisputes  and  differences  of  opinion. 

The  Maltese  will  never  speak  English  in  the  same  way  as  the  English  people,  for 
the  reason  there  are  profound  differences  in  thought  and  sentiments  between  the  two 
people.  They  will  speak  Italian  with  English  words,  but  their  thoughts  must.be 
Itafian,  however  correct  the  phrases  may  sound.  Obliged  to  use  a  language  that  is  not 
their  own,  and  that  does  not  correspond  to,  or  naturally  express  their  feelings,  tlie 
people  will  lose  the  native  dignity  which  to-day  is  so  conspicuous  in  our  courts  of  law. 

All  this  will  bring  about  something  approaching  denial  of  justice. 

23.  The  Maltese  cannot  emigrate,  in  masses,  to  Australasia,  nor  to  Canada,  nor 
to  any  English  speaking  colony.  They  emigrate  to  Algiers,  to  Tunis,  to  TripoU,  to 
Egypt.  In  all  these  places  the  Italian  language  is  necessary.  Forcing  the  Maltese 
to  change  language  is  to  interfere  with  their  bread-earning  medium. 

24.  Many  of  the  reasons  alleged  by  the  undersigned  against  the  forcing  of  the 
English  language  have  been  examined  by  the  Royal  Commissioners  sent  to  Malta  ip 
1836,  and  foimd  so  strong  as  to  compel  a  recommendation  to  llie  Government  not  to 
.attempt  to  make  any  change  (Appendix  No.  17).  Circumstances  are  now  as  they  were 
then.  Sir  Adrian  Dingli,  who  served  the  Government  with  conspicuous  success  for 
many  years,  used  very  energetic  language  to  insist  on  the  inexpediency  of  raising  the 
language  question. 

25.  Among  the  reasons  alleged  by  the  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  of  the 
Government  of  Malta,  and  by  the  Members  of  the  legal  profession  of  that  Island,  we 
would  call  attention  to  one  which  rests  on  the  promises  made  by  successive  British 
•Governors  in  the  name  of  their  Sovereigns. 

Indeed,  no  promise  was  necessary  to  the  Maltese.  The  Maltese  were  not  con- 
•quered,  and  thus  are  entitled  to  expect  better  treatment  than  to  have  an  alien  language 
forced  upon  them  against  their  will. 

Mr.  Ashley,  in  his  Life  of  Lord  Palmerston,  undertakes  to  justify  the  noble  Lord's 
•conduct  in  the  question  of  Belgium  and  Holland  (Vol.  L,  Chapt.  7th),  and  among  other 
thin^  he  criticises  the  King  of  Holland  for  having  forced  the  Dutch  language  on  the 
Bel^ans.  It  is  known  that  the  Powers  in  framing  the  constitution  of  the  Monarchy, 
-did  not  tP'ke  into  consideration  the  possibility  of  a  language  question.  Mr.  Ashley 
jays:  "If  other  acts  of  injustice  and  oppressions  were  not  in  violation  of  any  express 
^  article  of  the  Constitution  (framed  for  the  new  Monarchy  of  the  Netherlands  by  the 
^  Powers  in  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  1815),  it  was  because  the  persons  who  framed  that 
^^  Constitution  could  hardly  have  foreseen  their  possibility.  They  could  hardly  have 
^  thought  It  conceivable  that  the  King  of  Holland  would  conunit  the  most  partial  act  of 
^  which  he  could  be  guilty— the  actual  imposition  of  the  language  of  one  part  of  his 

subjects  on  the  other,  when  the  system  of  government  sworn  was  that  of  the  most 

perfect  impartiality." 

26.  In  the  case  of  Malta,  even  if  there  were  no  explicit  promise  of  not  interfering 
-mth  our  language,  certainly  the  most  implicit  recognition  of  the  Italian  language  as  the 
educational  language  of  the  people  would  be  sufficient  to  make  any  promise  un- 
jecessary.  Inr  fact  the  Ro^yal  Conimissioners,  Sir  A.  Ball,  Cameron  and  Pigot,  and 
-the  Governor,  Sir  Thomas  Maitland,  when  making  it  known  to  the  Maltese  that  the 
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King  took  them  tinder  his  protection,  in  accordance  of  their  own  demand,  made  use  oi 
the  Italian  language.  This  was,  in  fact,  an  Italian  contract  between  the  King  and  the 
people  of  Malta. 

27.  But,  besides  that,  the  Proclamations  of  General  Pigot,  dated  20th  Febroary^ 
1801,  of  Conmiissioner  Cameron,  dated"  15th  July,  1801,  and  of  Governor  Maitland,  of 
1813,  all  assuring  the  Maltese,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  that  our  rights,  our  properties^ 
our  customs,  our  religion,  would  be  protected,  cannot  but  be  interpreted,  in  all  good 
faith,  as  including  our  language  of  education,  which  is  assuredly  one  of  the  most 
cherished  of  the  rights,  and  most  important  of  the  customs,  of  the  Maltese.  Besides* 
these  Proclamations,  other  means  were  taken  to  assure  to  the  Maltese  of  the  main- 
tenance of  this  part  ol  their  intellectual  inheritance,  that  is  to  say,  verbal  declarations 
from  the  heads  of  the  Government ;  and  example  may  be  seen  in  the  despatch  sent  to 
General  Oakes  by  Lord  Bathtust,  on  the  15th  Majr,  1813,  where  it  is  said :  "  in  the 
"  meantime,  you  may  consider  yourself  authorised^to  mtimate  in  a  private  manner  to  the 
"principal  individuals  in  Malta  that,  while  Her  Majesty's  Government  thus  publicly 
"  mark  the  incorporation  of  Malta  with  the  Dominions  of  the  British  Crown,  it  is  not 
"their  intention  to  destroy  the  laws  which  at  present  exist  in  the  Island,  or  to  make  anv 
"  other  chaneres  in  the  establishment  and  practice  of  the  Courts  of  Justice,  than  such 
"  as  appear  necessary  to  keep  pace  with  the  improved  condition  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
"  as  may  eflFectually  give  to  His  Majesty's  Maltese  subjects  the  fullest  security  :n  their 
"persons  and  property.'*  These  verbal  promises  passed  by  tradition  to  the  present 
generations,  togetner  with  the  text  of  the  written  promises  made  by  Pigot,  Cameron,, 
and  Maitland,  and  as  an  authenticated  explication  of  the  same. 

28.  It  was  in  recognition  of  these  promises,  written  and  verbal,  that  King 
William  IV.,  granting  a  commission  to  five  Maltese  lawyers  to  form  three  Codes  of  Law, 
said:  "And  our  widi  and  pleasure  is  that  THE  ITALIAN  LANGUAGE  be  the 
"  authoritative  text  in  ALL  THE  CODES  to  be  established  IN  OUR  SAID  ISLAND 
"  AND  ITS  DEPENDENCIES,  and  each  of  the  three  Codes  above  decreed  shall 
"  THEREFORE,  be  drawn  up  and  framed  by  you  IN  THAT  LANGUAGE."  .  . 
(Appendix  No.  18). 

29.  It  would  take  long  to  describe  the  disgraceful  means  taken  by  the  ofiicial 
clique  in  Malta  to  bring  about  the  substitution  of  English  for  Italian.  The  under- 
signed limit  themselves  to  reproducing  the  answers  given  by  them  only  to  those  mis- 
representations which  appeared  in  newspapers  during  their  stay  in  London  (Appendices 
JNos.  lU,  ^U,  ^1,  ^^). 

30.  The  undersigned  beg  to  thank  the  English  press  for  the  support  it  nas  given 
to  them  in  their  mission. 

31.  It  has  been  stated  that  the  Maltese  themselves  want  the  substitution  for 
English  to  Italian.  In  fact,  those  officials  who  induced  the  British  authorities  U> 
force  on  the  Maltese  people  a  language  which  is  not  theirs  were  obliged  to  resort  to 
every  form  of  misrepresentation.  The  Maltese,  however,  have  given  the  most  clear 
proofs  of  their  determination  to  oppose  such  measure  to  the  utmost,  for  since  the  first 
attempts  were  made  twenty  years  ago,  they  have  resolutely  declined  to  support  any 
candidature  to  the  Council  of  Government  except  of  those  who  either  were  known  or 
have  declared  themselves  in  favour  of  the  Italian  language.  Sir  Gerald  Strickland, 
the  actual  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Malta  Government,  and  Dr.  Alfredo  Naudi,  the 
actual  Crown  Advocate,  when  they  presented  themselves  as  candidates  to  the  Council, 
signed  a  programme  in  which  this  promise  was  made.  *'0n  the  language  question,  in 
"  promising  to  encourage  equally  the  study  of  Italian  and  English,  we  shall  ALWAYS 
*'  prevent  the  substitution  of  the  latter  to  the  former." 

The  imdersigned,  consequently,  declare  in  the  name  of  the  Maltese  ^hat  the 
intended  substitution  cannot  be  regarded  but  as  an  odious  imposition. 

32.  The  undersigned,  in  conclusion,  earnestly  hope  that  the  Home  Government 
will  take  a  fair  and  just  view  of  the  claims  of  the  Maltese  and  will  grant  to  them  what 
is  enjoyed  by  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  most  of  the 
Colonies,  freedom  in  their  own  country  and  control  over  their  local  affairs,  and  that  it 
will  do  justice  to  their  opposition  to  the  substitution  of  the  English  for  the  Italian 
language. 

FOTtTTJNATO   MTZZI. 
^        '  S.    CACHIA  ZAMMIT. 

London,  June  19, 1899. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


APPENDIX  No.  1. 

We,  the  nndersigned  Members  of  the  Council  of  Governmeut  of  Malta,  do  hereby  empower  the 
Honourable  Dr.  Fortunate  Mizzi  and  S.  Cachia  Zammit,  Esq.,  Elected  Members  of  the  aforesaid 
Council,  to  represent  us  before  the  Right  Honourable  the  Premier  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Coknies,  in  London^  and  before  any  other  Authority  of  the  Metropolis,  to  whom  they  may  think 
proper  to  address  themselves,  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  reforms  ui^ntly  needed  for  improving  the 
Government  and  the  Administration  of  these  Islands. 

And  we  do  empower  them  to  express  to  such  Authorities  the  sorrow  which  Her  Majesty's  Order 
in  Council  of  the  7th  March,  1899,  the  Colonial  Secretary's  despatch  of  the  15th  March,  1899,  and  the 
Proclamation  of  the  22nd  Miarch,  1899,  have  caused  to  us,  and  to  the  whole  population  of  both 
Islands  ;  measures  which,  whilst  they  have  deeply  hurt  the  national  feelings,  are  highly  prejudicial 
to  the  interest  of  our  country. 

We  do,  therefore,  empower  them  to  unite  our  most  earnest  prayers  and  solicitations  to  their  own^ 
in  order  that  our  native  country  may  be  spared  such  a  calamity. 
Malta,  Valletta,  May  10, 1899. 

(Signed)        ALFONSO  M.  MICALLEF. 

Aw.  BEN.  BONNICl. 

J-  BENCINL 

Dr.  and.  PULLICINO. 

P.  SAMMU T. 

DALLI  ANTONIO. 

Aw.  FRANCESCO  CARDONA. 

CESARE  DARMANIN. 

Not.  PIETRO  BARTOLI,  P.L. 

F.  WETTINGER. 

K  SEMINI. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  I,  Francesco  Schembri  Zarb,  Notary  Public,  duly 
authorized,  admitted  and  sworn,  residing  and  practising  in  Valletta,  in  the  Island  of  Malta,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  signatures  are  the  true  signatures  of  the  Hon.  Alfonso  Maria  Micallef,  Hon. 
Dr.  Beniamino  Bonnici,  Hon.  Giuseppe  Bencini,  Hon.  Dr.  Andrea  Pullicino,  Hon.  Paolo  Sammut, 
Hon*  Antonio  Dalli^  Hon.  Dr.  Francesco  Cardona,  Hon.  Cesare  Darmanin,  Hon.  Pietro  Bartoli,  Notary^ 
Hon.  Francesco  Wettinger,  P. A.,  and  Hon.  Eduardo  Semini,  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government 
of  Malta,  and  that  they  affixed  their  signatures  thereunto  in  my  presence,  declaring  that  they  were 
aware  of  the  contents  and  purport  of  the  Power  of  Representation  thus  signed. 

In  testimony  thereof,  I,  the  said  Notary  Francesco  Schembri  Zarb,  at  their  request,  have  hereunto- 
set  my  hand  and  my  notarial  seal,  this  10th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord,  1899. 


(Signed)        FRANCESCO  SO^^BM  ZARB,         ^000.  Q  SigiUi. 


Certified  that  the  above  is  the  true  signature  of  Mr.  Francesco  Schembri  Zarb,  a  Notary  Public 
of  the  Island  of  Malta. 
Chief  Secretary's  Office,  Malta, 
May  12, 1899. 

(Signed)        WM.  CASOLANI, 

Assistant  Secretary  to  Government. 


APPENDIX  No.  2. 

B.  GEN.  THOS.  GRAHAM'S  PROCLAMATION. 

(Translation  from  Italian.) 

Brave  Maltese ! 

You  have  rendered  yourselves  interesting  and  conspicuous  to  all  the  world.  History  does  not 
present  a  more  surprising  example.  Given  in  prey  of  your  invaders,  deprived  of  the  means  of 
resistance,  an  eternal  slavery  seemed  to  be  your  inevitable  destiny.  The  oppression  and  the  sacrilege 
of  your  tyrants  became  insufferable.  Without  considering  consequences,  you  determined,  at  any 
price,  to  vindicate  your  wrongs ;  without  arms,  without  the  resources  of  war,  you  broke  in  pieces 
your  chains.  Your  patriotism,  your  courage,  your  religion,  supplied  all  wants.  Your  energy 
commanded  victory,  and  enemies  formidable  to  the  best  disciplined  troops  of  Europe,  ceded  in  every 
X>oint  to  your  matchless  efforts  and  hid  their  disgrace  behind  the  ramparts.  The  courageous  battalions 
of  the  villages  ("  Casali ")  have  ever  since  confined  them  there,  with  a  vigilance  and  a  patience 
worthy  of  the  cause  of  liberty.  You  asked  assistance.  The  Powers  which  act  in  alliance  for  the 
support  of  civil  society  and  of  religion,  hastened  to  your  alleviation.  Arms,  ammunition,  mone} , 
and  com  were  furnished  you ;  their  ships  have  intercepted  the  succours  to  your  enemies.  My 
Master,  Sovereign  of  a  people  free  and  generous,  sent  me  with  a  handful  of  men  to  support  you  until 
an  imposing  force  should  be  prepared  for  the  reduction  of  Valletta  ;  but  the  circumstances  of  the 
war  have  hitherto  retarded  it ;  in  the  meantime,  this  is  a  precious  moment,  and  it  ought  not  to  bo 
lost.  What  then  is  to  be  done  to  profit  by  so  favourable  a  circumstance  ?  I  will  anticipate  your 
answer.  You  are  again  ready  to  unite  in  mass,  to  complete  the  glorious  work  which  you  began.  To 
arms  then,  O  Maltese  I  be  the  universal  cry  of  the  island  :  for  GOD  and  YOUR  COUNTRY  I  Who 
is  there  so  deaf  to  every  sentiment  of  duty  and  of  honour  who  will  not  voluntarily  obey  such  an 
invitation  ?  None,  none,  but  traitors  or  vile  time  servers  :  such  we  do  not  desire  in  our  ranks.  That 
infallible  voice,  which  shall  distinguish  with  the  title  of  hero  every  man  who  exposes  himself  for  his 
country,  will  equally  imprint  on  the  names  of  those  traitors  indelible  infamy.  Abandon  then,  for  a 
few  weeks,  the  exercise  of  your  accustomed  industry.  Put  yourself  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  your  own  officers,  and  under  their  guidance  ;  their  skill  and  experience  in  their  profession  will 
conduct  you  with  the  utmost  advantage  to  the  great  and  important  object  of  the  final  conquest  of  your 
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enemies.  A  weak  and  dispirited  garrison^  disproportioned  to  the  defence  of  such  extensive  works, 
cannot  resist  your  efforts  :  success  will  recompense  your  labour,  and  you  will  return  instantly  into 
the  bosom  of  your  femilies,  proud,  justly  proud,  of  having  saved  your  country. 

At  the  Headquarters  at  6udia«  the  19th  June,  1800. 

(Signed)        THOS.  GRAHAM, 
B.  General  Commanding  the  Allied  Troops  at  the  Blockade  of  Valletta. 


APPENDIX  No.  3. 


Extranet  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Sir  AlbxjVnder  Ball  to  Majob-Gbn.   Pigot,  dated 

1st  September,  1800. 

I  consider  the  Maltese  a  distinct  corps,  who  have  besieged  La  Valletta  twelve  months  with 
unexampled  bravery  and  perseverance  without  the  aid  of  foreign  troops.  At  present  they  have  three 
thousand  troops,  who  occupy  the  advanced  posts,  and  they  have  three  thousand  militia  enrolled  ready 
to  act ;  they  have  been  lately  maintained  at  the  joint  expense  of  England,  Russia,  and  Naples,  and 
if  I  am  not  allowed  to  sign  the  capitulation  alluded  to  I  am  apprehensive  it  will  give  much  offence 
to  the  two  latter  Courts,  as  well  as  to  the  Maltese,  who  conceive  that  both  in  a  civil  and  military  point 
of  view  they  are  entitled  to  an  important  voice. 


APPENDIX  No.  4. 

Extract  from  a  Despatch  sent  by  A.  Ball  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  H.  Dundas,  datsd  6(h  March,  1801. 

These  battalions  (the  Maltese  battalions),  amounting  to  nearly  3,000  men,  badly  armed,  besieged 
the  French  in  one  of  the  strongest  fortifications  in  Europe  whose  force  was  7,000  men,  and  continued 
it  fourteen  months  with  the  assistance  of  a  Lieutenant  of  the  British  Artillery,  five  Neapolitan  ofBcers^ 
ttnd  twenty  privates.  When  the  British  regiment  arrived  they  cariied  on  the  operations  of  the  siege 
in  conjunction  with  the  Maltese.  Some  of  the  advanced  posts  were  so  unhealthy  that  the  English 
withdrew  most  of  their  troops  from  them,  and  left  them  to  be  defended  principally  by  the  Maltese. 
Another  post  was  abandoned  to  the  Maltese,  because  the  British  soldiers  deserted  from  it  to  the 
enemy,  and  the  Maltese,  who  were  more  to  be  trusted  than  our  own  troops,  were  the  means  of 
preventing  our  troops  from  deserting,  ^nd  actually  arrested  one  of  our  soldiers  close  to  the  enemy's 
works.  The  Maltese  have  lost  300  men,  killed  and  wounded,  during  the  siege,  and  the  English  have 
not  had  a  man  wounded. 


APPENDIX  No.  5. 
(Translation  from  Italian.) 

PROCLAMATION  (BANDO). 

It  is  announced  that  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Bitssias  intends  sending  troops  in  aid  of  the 

Maltese  People. 

We  have  the  satisfaction  to  make  known  to  the  people  the  welcome  news  that  His  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Russias  (together  with  the  Allied  Powers  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
and  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies),  full  of  admiration  for  the  great  courage  and  pluck 
displayed  by  the  Maltese  in  expelling  from  this  Island  their  enemies,  the  French,  after  undergoing 
privations  of  all  sorts,  has  decreed,  with  royal  magnanimity  and  fatherly  affection,  to  send  to  this 
Island  a  powerful  number  of  troops  under  the  command  of  one  of  his  most  distinguished  generals  to 
help  the  Maltese  in  completely  delivering  the  Island  from  our  common  enemies,  and  as  some  false 
and  iniquitous  news  may  have  been  spread  against  those  troops  from  such  enemies  and  their  abettors, 
highly  prejudicial  to  their  character,  we  consider  it  our  bounden  duty  to  assure  our  dear  Maltese  and 
faithful  patriots  that  the  said  troops  and  all  the  officers,  no  other  feelings  entertain  but  those  of 
humanity,  affection,  and  benevolence  towards  the  Maltese  people :  to  such  feelings  we  most 
affectionately  correspond  by  ordering  with  the  present  Proclamation  ihat  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Island  should  treat  with  courtesy,  cordiality,  and  affection  such  troops,  and  regard  them  as  true 
friends ;  and  anyone  who  would  entei*tain  different  feelings  shall  be  considered  an  enemy  to  his 
country.  And  as  the  cockades  which  at  present  are  worn  by  the  inhabitants  of  these  Islands  may 
create  some  jealousy  or  suspicion  to  the  troops  (which  are  hourly  expected),  we  ordain  that  after  the 
expiration  of  twenty-four  hours,  dating  from  the  publication  of  the  present  Proclamation,  no  one 
shall  wear  cockades  of  any  sort  until  further  orders. 

(Signed)        ALEXANDER  BALL, 
FELICE  CUTAJAR, 

Audi  ton 
S.  Antonio  Palace, 

May  8, 1799. 
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APPENDIX  No.  6. 
(Translation  from  Italian.) 

PROCLAMATION  (BANDO). 

On  the  Farmers^  Debts. 

His  Excellency  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Islands  of  Malta  and  Oozo,  together  with  the 
Bepresentatives  of  the  Congress,  fully  inclined  to  alleviate  the  brave  Islanders  who  took  up  arms  to 
compel  the  perfidious  French,  their  enemies,  to  leave  the  Island,  and,  moreover,  fully  alive  to  the 
losses  which  they  had  sustained  against  the  French  invasion,  has  deliberated,  after  the  most  serious- 
and  searching  enquiry,  that 

June  16, 1799. 


APPENDIX  No.  7. 
(Translation  from  Italian.) 

PROCLAMATION  (BANDO). 

Time  is  granted  to  the  debtors  to   pay  their  debts    till   the   expulsion  of  the  French  from 

the  Island. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  many  privations  sustained  by  our  beloved  and  valorous  Maltese,. 
who  at  present  are  in  great  want  of  money,  so  much  so  that  hardly  they  can  maintain  their  own 
fiunlKes,  and  consequently  they  are  imable  to  paytheir  debts,  we  ordain,  Ac. 

S.  Antonio  Palace, 

June  24, 1799, 


APPENDIX  No.  8. 
(Translation  from  Italian.) 

NOTICE. 

Sir  Albxakder  Ball^S  departure  is  announced. 

The  august  wishes  of  my  Sovereign,  and  the  wise  deliberations  of  his  Court,  oblige  me  to  serve* 
him  far  from  this  most  beloved  Island  of  Malta  ;  but  before  leaving  this  happy  land  and  separating 
myself  from  you,  whom  I  have  always  looked  upon  with  affection,  I  cannot,  nor  I  wish,  to  omit 
informing  you  of  the  admiration  which  I  felt  for  you,  in  having,  within  the  period  of  two  years  and 
more  resisted  with  intrepid  courage  the  enemy  and  repulsed  him,and  also  molested  him  in  his  entrench* 
ments.  I  have  also  observed  in  you  a  conduct  superior  to  the  fatal  consequences  of  war.  I  well 
remember  the  constancy  displayed  by  you,  not  only  in  tolerating,  but  also  in  despising  privations  of 
every  sort.  No,  your  generous  self  sacrificing  deeds  shall  never  vanish  from  my  mind,  and  wherever 
I  may  go  I  shall  applaud  your  acts  as  the  most  civilised  nations  are  just  now  doing.      .        . 

(Signed)        A.  BALL. 
February  20th,  1801. 


APPENDIX  No.  9. 

Translation  from  the  Journal  of  Colonel  Cardona,  Commander  of  the  Neapolitan  A'tixiliary 
Troops  at  the  Blockade  of  Malta,  published  at  Naples^  1801. 

The  2nd  September,  1798.  The  insurrection  against  the  French  began  in  Citt^  Vecchia,  which 
the  Maltese  took  by  storm,  and  put  the  whole  of  the  garrison  to  the  sword.  They  broke  the  aqueduct 
that  supplies  the  Valletta  with  water,  and  seized  on  the  magazines  of  powder  in  Cotoner,  but  were 
not  able  to  keep  that  part  of  the  great  fortress,  not  having  formed  in  Valletta  a  party  sufficient  to 
support  them.  On  the  walls  at  Citti  Vecchia  they  displayed  the  ancient  Maltese  standard,  red  and 
white. 

The  3rd  September.  The  French  made  a  sally  from  Valletta,  but  were  driven  back.  The 
Maltese  had  nearly  gotten  possession  of  all  the  forte  on  the  side  of  the  Oieat  Port  opposite  Valletta^ 
but  they  failed  in  the  attempt ;  and  they  remained  to  the  day  of  the  surrender  of  Valletta  in  the 
hands  of  the  French ;  but  the  Maltese  emptied  the  powder  magazines,  and  took  away  many  stands  of 
arms.  The  Maltese  transported  all  the  cannon  from  the  different  ports  and  batteries  they  had  taken, 
and  raised  batteries  and  encamped  round  Valletta.  They  drove  the  French  vessels  out  of  Marsa 
Muscetto  Port,  and  cannonaded  those  in  the  Qreat  Port  from  Corradino  height,  and  obliged  them  to 
retire  into  the  inner  ports.  They  established  four  camps  round  Valletta  and  batteries,  and  posted 
advance  guards  near  all  the  gates.  They  appointed  two  generals,  colonels,  and  heads  of  battalions, 
and  organized  the  army.  They  sent  a  boat  to  inform  the  King  of  the  two  Sicilies  of  their  under- 
taking and  success,  and  to  ask  his  assistance  and  a  supply  of  provisions,  which  they  offered  to  pay 
for.  The  rapidity  with  which  the  Maltese  accomplished  these  operations  is  incredible,  and  everything 
was  jQnished  before  September,  when  a  Portuguese  squadron  of  four  ships  appeared,  the  Maltese 
sent  to  them,  and  they  afforded  every  assistance  in  their  power  of  arms  and  ammunition.  The 
French  offered  a  general  pardon  and  a  peace,  which  was  refused. 

October  5th.  The  French  made  at  one  time  four  sallies  in  four  columns  to  attack  the  Maltese 
camp  and  batteries.  They  were,  from  every  one,  driven  back  with  great  loss.  Now  the  Maltese  felt 
their  superiority,  and  only  thought  of  storming  Valletta. 

The  18th  October.  The  division  of  the  British  fleet  appeared  off  Malta,  and  assisted  them  with 
mortars,  cannon,  and  muskets.  The  King  of  Naples  now  allowed  them  to  export  from  Sicily^ 
10,000  quarters  of  wheat  on  credit,  for  which  they  mortgaged  the  land  of  some  villages.  The  people 
of  Gozo  had  in  like  manner  driven  the  French  into  Fort  Chambray,  and  taken  every  other  post. 
This  was  now  taken  by  the  Maltese  under  the  command  of  Castagna  the  29th  October. 

The  21st  November  was  the  last  sortie  the  French  made.  They  attacked  the  Maltese  battery  on 
the  hill  of  Corradino,  and  were  defeated  with  great  loss  by  the  Maltese,  who  were  there  alone.  The 
French  remained  thus  blockaded  till  the  4th  of  September,  1800,  when  it  surrendered. 
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APPENDIX  No.  10. 

Extract  from  a  Despatch  sent  by  Sir  Albx.  J.  Ball,  Royal  Commissioner  at  Malta,  to  the 
Rt.  Hon.  H.  Duktdas,  dated  24th  January,  1801. 

I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  you  the  26th  of  last  month  and  6th  instant,  wherein  I  fully  detailed 
the  dissatisfaction  which  these  inhabitants  feel  at  a  rumour  only  that  the  Government  is  to  be  purely 
Military.  They  still  hope  that  a  Civil  Governor  will  be  appointed  ;  but,  whenever  it  ceases,  very 
serious  discomforts  will  soon  follow.  They  importuned  me  a  year  since  to  allow  them  to  send 
deputies  to  England  to  solicit  it,  but  I  prevented  it,  from  an  idea  that  it  might  he  supposed  I  hctd 
influenced  it ;  but  I  should  now  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  acquaint  you  that  there  is  but  one 
sentiment  in  the  Island  on  this  subject.  I  therefore  very  strongly  recommend  to  you  to  send  out  a 
Civil  Governor,  to  remain  at  least  during  the  war. 


APPENDIX  No.  11. 

Extract  from  a  Despatch  sent  by  Sir  Alex.  J.  Ball,  Royal  Commissioner  at  Malta,  to  the 

Rt.  Hon.  H.  Dundas,  dated  Uh  March,  1801. 

In  my  different  letters  I  have  recommended  a  Civil  Governor  to  be  appointed  here  during  the 
war,  and  I  mentioned  that  Brigadier-General  Graham  would  be  an  acceptable  person  to  the  Maltese. 
The  inhabitants  conceive  their  liberty  insecure  until  the  military  and  civil  power  be  divided.  They 
observe  that  a  Military  Governor  cannot  spare  sufBcient  time  from  his  garrison  occupations  to  direct 
the  Civil  Administration  of  this  Island  without  giving  too  much  power  to  secretaries,  who  seek  their 
own  interests  and  not  the  happiness  of  the  people  ;  they  are  likewise  apprehensive  of  experiencing 
similar  oppressions  to  what  they  suffered  under  the  Government  of  the  Order  of  St.  John,  as  they 
are  now  placed  in  the  second  order  of  the  State,  the  military  being  the  first.  I  shall  not  trespass  by 
entering  into  details  of  the  necessary  modifications  to  secure  the  affection  of  these  Islanders.  I  am 
aware  that  I  risk  incurring  great  displeasure  by  saying  so  much  as  I  have  done,  but  I  should  not 
discharge  my  duty  if  I  failed  giving  you  my  opinion.  I  speak  from  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
character  and  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants,  and  I  now  write  under  the  fullest  conviction  of  the 
necessity  of  this  being  attended  to,  otherwise  we  shall  lose  the  affection  and  attachment  of  these 
brave  Islanders  and  risk  serious  consequences. 


APPENDIX  No,  12. 
{See  Enclosure  in  No.  6  of  ^H.C.  287]  1899.) 

APPENDIX  No.  13. 

{See  No.  6  in  IH.C.  287]  1899.) 

APPENDIX  No.  14. 
{See  Enclosure  1  in  No.  8  of  [JJ.O.  287]  1899.) 

APPENDIX  No.  15. 
MEMORANDUM. 


To  be  submitted  to  the  Prime  Minister  and  to  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  on  behalf  of  the  Members  of  the  Legal  Professions  in  Malta,  with  reference  to  the  "  Malta 
{use  of  the  English  language  in  Legal  Proceedings)  Order  in  Council,  1899,"  which  Memorandum 
wa^  agreed  to  at  the  Meetings  held  by  the  Members  of  the  said  Professions  on  the  drdy  5th,  and 

nth  April,  1899. 

The  Members  of  the  Legal  Professions  in  Malta  deem  it  their  duty  to  submit  the  following 
observations  on  the  said  Order  in  Council : — 

1.  That  enactment  gives  offence  to  the  Maltese,  as  it  unjustly  legalises  a  distinction  between 
those  British  subjects  that  are  born  out  of  these  islands  and  those  that  are  bom  or  naturalised  therein. 
The  Members  of  the  Legal  Profession  do  not  think  that  the  Maltese,  after  having  voluntarily  placed 
themselves  under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain  and  after  having  for  a  whole  century  given 
undoubted  proofs  of  their  loyalty,  have  deserved  such  treatment,  especially  at  a  time  in  which  the 
better  classes  are  doing  their  utmost  to  effect  a  "  rapprochement "  with  their  British  fellow  subjects, 

2.  That  enactment  seriously  affects  the  vested  rights  of  the  Maltese,  inasmuch  as  it  sanctions  that 
some  of  their  British  fellow  subjects  have  a  right  to  apply  to  have  certain  criminal  proceedings  carried 
out  in  the  English  language  in  substitution  to  the  Italian  language.  The  Members  of  the  Legal 
Professions  submit  that  the  Italian  has  been  from  the  remotest  times,  without  interruption,  Sie 
language  of  Education  of  the  Maltese.  That  language  has  been  for  many  centuries  the  only  language 
used  in  their  Courts  of  Justice— in  that  language  all  legal  proceedings  have  been .  constantly  carried 
out — ^and  this  immemorial  custom  was  well  known  to  Great  Britain  when  it  assumed  the  '*  protectorate  " 
of  these  islands,  and  when  it  solemnly  promised  to  maintain  all  the  rights  and  customs  of  the  Maltese. 
No  instance  can  be  proved  or  even  alleged  in  which  a  party  to  any  law  proceedings,  whether  a  British 
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subject  or  not,  born  out  of  these  islands,  has  suffered  any  prejudice  because  the  procedure  was 
conducted  in  Italian.  An  uninterrupted  experience  has  shown  that  the  persons  called  upon  to 
administer  the  law  have  done  justice  independently  of  the  nationality  and  status  of  the  parties. 

3.  For  the  same  reasons  stated  in  the  preceding  paragraph  that  enactment  affects  the  vested  rights 
of  the  inhabitants,  inasmuch  as  it  introduces  in  civil  proceedings,  in  certain  cases,  the  use  of  the 
English  language.  It  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  Members  of  the  Legal  Professions  observe  this 
marked  preference  which  that  enactment  gives  to  a  certain  class  of  British  subjects  over  the  Maltese 
people  in  their  own  country — a  preference  which  is  most  glaring  in  Clause  II.  of  that  Order  in  Council. 
Nor  can  the  Members  of  the  Legal  Professions  leave  unnoticed  the  uselessness  of  Paragraph  4  of  the 
said  Clause  and  the  heavy  expenditure  that  the  application  of  that  provision  will  entail. 

4.  The  Members  of  the  Legal  Professions  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood  that  in  submitting  these 
observations  they  are  solely  actuated  by  the  desire  of  maintaining  the  dignity  of  the  loyal  population 
-of  these  islands,  which,  although  powerless,  has  the  same  rights  as  larger  Colonies  to  uphold  its 
prestige. 

5.  The  Members  of  the  Legal  Professions  to  give  proof,  if  any  were  necessary,  of  the  conciliating 
spirit  by  which  they  are  moved  in  submitting  these  observations,  formally  declare  that  they  would 
unhesitatingly  accept  the  following  arrangement : — 

1.  That  the  provisions  in  Clause  I.  of  the  Order  in  Council  be  maintained. 

2.  That  a  legislative  act  be  enacted  to  establish  : — 

(a)  That  in  all  proceedings,  civil  or  criminal,  no  interpretation  be  required  whenever 
a  witness  wishes  to  give  evidence  in  the  English  language,  with  power  to  the  Court  to  order 
the  interpretation  in  Italian  if  asked  for  by  counsel. 

(b)  That  no  translation  be  required  when  a  document  is  drawn  down  in  English. 

(c)  That  any  British  subject  may  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the  date  of  service  of 
any  act  in  any  procedure,  civil  or  criminal,  apply  either  orally  or  in  writing  to  the  officer 
serving  the  act  or  to  the  Registrar  for  a  translation  into  the  English  language  of  any 
such  act. 

(d.)  That  the  cost  of  such  translation  be  charged  upon  the  Public  Revenue  of  Malta. 

6.  The  Members  of  the  Legal  Professions  trust  that  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  after  giving  his  favourable  consideration  to  the  foregoing  suggestions,  and  after  calling 
upon  Her  Majesty's  Judges  in  Malta  to  make  a  report  thereon,  will  be  pleased  to  instruct  His 
EbLcellency  the  Oovernor  of  these  islands  to  legislate  in  conformity  therewith  through  the  Council 
•of  Oovemment  of  Malta. 

With  reference  to  the  despatch  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
the  Members  of  the  Legal  I^ofessions  submit  that  the  substitution  of  the  English  for  the  Italian 
language  thereby  announced  not  only  hurts  the  national  feelings  of  the  Maltese  and  the  most  vital 
interests  of  the  island,  but  also  violates  the  promises  made  in  the  name  of  successive  Sovereigns  to 
respect  and  uphold  the  national  customs. 

The  Maltese  are  not  a  race  conquered  by  England ;  they  appealed  to  England  for  protection,  while 
placing  in  her  possession  a  first-class  naval  station  in  the  Mediterranean,  but  they  did  not  give  up  their 
freedom,  nay,  it  was  to  secure  that  freedom  that  they  resorted  under  the  British  flag.  Therefore  the 
Maltese  extremely  regret  that  they  should  be  forced  to  change  the  language  of  Education  which  they 
have  adopted  for  many  centuries. 

The  material  interest  that  the  population  has  of  maintaining  that  language  is  evident  on 
account  of  the  geographical  position  of  Malta,  surrounded  as  it  is  on  all  sides  by  Latin  races 
^md  in  view  of  its  secular  history,  which  has  filled  its  archives  with  documents  written  in  Latin 
and  Italian. 

The  members  of  the  Legal  Professions  therefore  express  their  regret  at  seeing  that  this  people  is 
treated  so  very  differently  from  what  its  generosity  towards  England  and  its  loyalty  deserved  for  it, 
but  they  trust  that  the  Imperial  Government,  being  made  better  aware  of  the  true  sentiments  and 
interests  of  the  population,  will  do  justice  to  the  Maltese  and  accede  to  their  prayer,  that  the  measure 
expressed  in  that  despatch  be  not  put  into  effect. 

(Signed)        OR.  6RECH  MIFSUD, 

President  of  the  Chamber  of  Advocates. 

Certified  that  the  foregoing  is  the  true  signature  of  Mr.  Oreste  Grech  Mifsud,  LL.D.,  President  of 
the  Chamber  of  Advocates  for  the  Island  of  Malta. 

(Signed)        WM.  CASOLANI, 

Assistant  Secretary  to  Government. 

Loco  +  Sigilli. 
Chief  Secretary's  Office,  Malta, 
April  29, 1899. 


APPENDIX  No.  16. 

Translation  of  a  Besolution  passed  by  the  several  bodies  of  the  Legal  Profession  practising  in  Malta 
and  its  Dependencies  on  the  17th  day  of  Aprily  in  the  year  of  our  Lord^  1899. 

ResOLVBD  :— 

The  Hon.  Doctor  Fortunate  Mizzi,  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Chamber  of  Advocates  and  an 
Elected  Member  of  the  Council  of  Government,  be,  and  is  hereby,  appointed  by  the  Members  of  the 
Legal  Profession  of  Malta  and  its  Dependencies,  to  proceed  to  London  to  submit  to  the  Prime  Minister, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and  to  any  other  Authorities,  the  Memorandum  of  the 
Legal  Profession  approved  in  the  sittings  held  on  the  3rd,  5th,  and  17th  of  this  month  of  April,  and  to 
represent  the  several  bodies  of  the  Legal  Profession  with  reference  to  the  matters  in  connection  with 
the  said  Memorandum. 
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The  Members  of  the  Legal  Hodies  of  Malta  and  its  Dependencies,  placing  their  trust  in  the^ 
good  faith  of  the  English  Nation,  appeal  to  the  Members  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  of  the  Bar,  and 
of  the  Press,  to  give  their  support  to  the  Hon.  Dr.  Mizzi  in  his  Mission  to  the  Imperial  Authorities 
with  which  he  has  been  entrusted  by  them. 

(Signed)        ORESTE  GRECH  MIPSUD, 
President  of  the  Chamber  of  Advocates  and  Chairman  of  the  Meeting. 

Certified  that  the  foregoing  is  the  true  signature  of  Mr.  Oreste  Grech  Mifsud,  LL.D.,  President  of 
the  Chamber  of  Advocates  in  the  Island  of  Malta. 

Chief  Secretary's  Office,  Malta, 
April  29, 1899. 

Loco.   (      )  Sigilli.  (Signed)        WM.  CASOLANI, 

V->^  Assistant  Secretary  to  Government. 


APPENDIX  No,  17. 
Extract  of  the  Report  of  Royal  Gammisaionera  Austin  &  LEWIS,  dated  27th  Aprily  1838. 

There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  about  the  language  or  languages  which  ought  to  be  taught 
to  the  children  in  the  Government  elementary  schools. 

The  Maltese  language  is  a  corrrupt  dialect  of  the  Arabic,  which  has  never  been  used  for  literary 
purposes,  or  even  written  in  a  uniform  and  stable  manner.  The  Italian  may  be  deemed  the  literary, 
and  even  the  written  language  of  the  Island,  and,  accordingly,  the  laws  made  and  promulgated  under 
the  Government  of  the  Order  (including  the  codes  and  compilations  of  the  Grand  Master  De  Yilhena 
and  De  Rohan),  are  written  in  the  former  language.  Every  Maltese  author  who  has  not  written  in 
Latin  has  written  in  Italian.  The  accounts  of  the  native  merchants,  native  storekeepers,  and  other 
natives  engaged  in  business  are  kept  in  the  same  language.  The  Italian,  in  short,  is  the  language- 
of  the  Maltese  for  all  purposes  but  those  of  familar  conversation.  In  familar  conversation  people 
of  education,  as  well  as  the  working  people,  speak  their  native  Arabic. 

From  the  general  use  of  the  Italian  language  in  Malta,  from  its  use  as  the  language  of  trade 
throughout  the  Mediterranean,  and  from  the  near  neighbourhood  of  Malta  to  Italy  and  Sicily,  it 
follows  that  the  Italian  language  is  far  more  useful  to  a  Maltese  than  any  other  language,  excepting 
his  native  tongue.  We  recommend,  therefore,  that  so  soon  as  a  child  attending  a  Government  school 
shall  have  learned  to  read  the  Maltese,  he  shall  learn  to  read  and  write  the  Italian  through  the 
medium  of  the  former.  We  recommend  further,  that  so  soon  as  he  can  read  and  write  the  Italian,  he 
shall  learn  to  read  and  to  speak  the  English,  if  the  time  allotted  to  his  schooling  will  allow  him  ta- 
do  so.  The  English  language  would  be  useful  to  him  (although  in  our  opinion  it  would  be  less  useful 
than  the  Italian),  inasmuch  as  his  native  country  is  subject  to  the  English  government,  and  Englishmen 
in  considerable  numbers  are  always  residing  or  sojourning  in  it. 


APPENDIX  No.  18. 
Extract  o/H.M.  William  the  Foitrth's  Commission,  dated  IWi  November ^  1844.    [?  1834.] 

William  thb  Fourth,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth. — To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Claudio  Vincenzo 
Bonnici,  Doctor  of  Laws,  one  of  our  Judges,  and  Member  of  our  Supreme  Council  of  Justice  of  our- 
Island  of  Malta  and  its  Dependencies, — Ignazio  Gavino  Bonavita,  Doctor  of  Laws,  one  other  of  our 
Judges  of  our  said  Island  of  Malta  and  its  Dependencies,— Guiseppe  Francesco  Falson,  Doctor  of 
I^ws, — Filippo  Torreggiani,  Doctor  of  Laws, — and  Francesco  Chapelle,  Doctor  of  Laws, — Greeting. 

Whereas  the  Commission  instituted  by  TJs  under  the  Great  Seal  of  our  said  Island  of  Malta  and 
its  Dependencies,  bearing  date  the  15th  day  of  November,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one*, 
addressed  to  certain  Persons  learned  in  the  I-iaw  therein  mentioned  by  name,  requiring  and 
commanding  them  to  proceed  to  draw  up  Codes  of  Law  for  the  said  Island  and  its  Dependencies,  was 
on  the  seventeenth  day  of  August,  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -two,  duly  cancelled,  and  a 
new  Commission  of  that  date  issued  instead,  of  the  same  tenor  and  effect,  which  latter  Commission 
was  dissolved  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  May  last,  by  the  Minute  of  oar  Lieutenant-Governor  of  oui^ 
said  Island  of  Malta  and  its  Dependencies,  issued  by  command  from  Us  to  that  effect ;  and  whereas 
there  is  now  before  Us  the  project  of  a  Criminal  Code,  submitted  to  our  consideration  by  our 
Lieutenant-Governor  aforesaid,  as  fitting  and  proper  to  be  established  in  Our  said  Island  and  its 
Dependencies ;  and  whereas,  lastly,  We  are  earnestly  intent  on  completing  the  whole  of  the  Codes  of 
Law  for  Our  said  Island  and  its  Dependencies,  whereby  to  ensure  to  the  inhabitants  thereof  the 
speedy  and  economical  administration  of  justice.  Now  know  ye,  that  We,  reposing  a  special  trust 
and  confidence  in  the  learning,  integrity,  and  ability  of  you,  the  said  Claudio  Vincenzo  Bonnici, 
Iffnazio  Gavino  Bonavita,  Guiseppe  Francesco  Falson,  Filippo  Torreggiani,  and  Francesco  Chapelle,  do 
hereby  require  and  command  you,  all  being  present  at  Malta,  6r  any  three  or  more  of  you  being  there 
present,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  one  or  more  of  the  others,  or  of  his,  or  their  ill-health,  or  other 
lav^ul  impediment,  to  proceed  to  draw  up  Ttree  Codes  of  Law,  to  be  established  in  Our  said  Island 
and  its  Dependencies,  to  wit  .  •  .  and  Our  will  and  pleasure  is,  that  the  Italian  language  shall  be 
the  anthoritative  text  of  all  the  Codes  to  be  established  in  Our  said  Island  and  its  Dependencies,  and 
each  of  the  three  Codes  above  described  shall  therefore  be  drawn  up  and  framed  by  you  in  that 
language ;     .     .    •     . 
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APPENDIX  No.  19. 
A  Letter  addressed  to  "  The  Morning  Leader  "  hy  DR.  P.  Mizzi  and  Mr,  S.  Caohia  Zammit, 
To  the  Editor  of 

"The  Morning  Leader," 
London. 
Sir,  Grand  Hotel,  Trafalgar  Sqnare,  May  18, 1899. 

Wb  have  read  the  correspondence  from  Malta,  dated  6th  inst,  and  published  in  year  idsne 
of  the  11th. 

Your  correspondents,  in  informing  the  British  public  that  the  decisions  taken  by  the  Govemment 
«bout  the  language  question  in  Malta  are  not  to  be  reversed,  and  in  announcing  that  two  of  the 
members  of  the  Maltese  Council  started  for  London  with  the  object  of  interviewing  the  British 
AuUiorities  in  connection  with  that  question,  states : 

(a)  That  these  two  Members  of  the  Maltese  Council  (your  humble  servants)  do  in  no  way 
represent  the  majority  of  the  Maltese  : 

(&)  That  the  Government  has  never  given  pledges  that  the  Italian  language  would  always 
be  recognised  as  the  official  lancruage  of  the  Courts  : 

{c)  That  it  is  generally  expected  (in  Malta),  if  not  wished,  that  their  (our)  mission  will 
prove  a  fiasco. 
Anxious  as  we  may  be  to  give  to  the  British  public  full  explanations  on  the  "language  question," 
we  do  not  feel  justified  to  trespass  on  your  kindness ;  however,  we  cannot  abstain  from  declaring,  in 
the  name  of  the  Maltese  we  represent,  that  the  attempts  that  are  being  made  for  a  compulsory 
substitution  of  the  English  language  to  the  Italian  keenly  wound  the  Maltese  national  feeling  and  are 
highly  detrimental  to  our  material  interests. 

But  without  going  into  the  language  question  for  the  present,  we  beg  to  reply  at  once  to  the 
three  statements  made  by  your  correspondent. 

He  says  that  we  do  not  represent  the  majority  of  the  Maltese  population.  Strange  contention  I 
Your  correspondent  knows  that  we  are  two  members  of  the  Maltese  Legislative  Council,  duly  elected 
by  the  people  in  a  General  Election  ;  he  is  also  well  aware  that  ALL  the  other  Elected  Members  of 
the  Council  have  authorized  us  to  speak  and  act  on  their  own  behalf  on  the  language  question,  and 
on  several  other  questions ;  he  is  fully  cognizant  of  the  fact  that  our  election,  as  well  as  the  election 
of  our  colleagues,  were  held  in  accordance  with  the  Queen's  Letters  Patent  and  Laws  approved  by 
Her  Majesty  ;  and,  finally,  he  cannot  deny  that  our  election,  and  the  election  of  all  our  colleagues, 
was  fought  on  a  programme  clearly  expressing  our  views  on  the  language  question  ;  and  yet  he  is 
bold  enough  to  say  that  we  do  not  represent  the  Maltese  people  ! 

"  The  Govemment,"  continues  your  correspondent,  "  have  never  given  pledges  that  the  Italian 
language  would  always  be  recognised  as  the  official  language  of  the  Courts.'*  To  this  statement  we 
tuMwer — ^foremost  of  all — that  no  pledges  were  wanted.  The  Maltese  are  not  a  conquered  people,  but 
they  placed  themselves  spontaneously  under  British  protection  in  preference  to  all  other  European 
Powers,  and  in  so  doing  they  gave  England  a  first-class  f orti^ess,  the  most  secure  harbour,  and  a 
strategical  position  in  the  Mediterranean.  Now,  if  in  this  fin  de  Steele  it  would  be  highly  inhuman 
and  unjust  to  compel  a  conquered  people  to  change  their  language,  how  still  more  unfair  and 
inhuman  would  it  be  to  force  on  the  Maltese  such  a  measure  ? 

However,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  pledges  were  given  by  the  British  Govemment  that  the  customs  and 
usuages  of  the  Maltese  population  would  be  respected.  The  Proclamations  of  General  Pigott, 
Sir  A.  Ball,  and  others  speak  for  themselves.  And  it  was  then  an  established  fact  that  the  language 
of  the  Maltese  was  the  Italian  :  indeed,  the  petition  of  the  Maltese  Deputies  to  the  King  soliciting 
British  protection  was  written  in  Italian,  and  the  promises  alluded  to  as  made  by  the  British  Generals 
in  the  name  of  their  King  were  addressed  to  the  population  in  Italian  ;  and  finally,  in  accordance 
with  those  pledges,  one  of  Her  Majesty's  predecessors  explicitly  enacted  that  the  Maltese  Laws 
^ould  be  written  in  Italian. 

"  In  Malta  it  is  expected,  if  not  wished  "  (says  your  correspondent)  "  that  our  mission  will  prove 
a  failure."  This  may  be  true  as  to  certain  officials  in  Malta,  relying  on  influences  they  think  to  have 
in  certain  quarters  of  London  ;  but  we,  relying  on  the  justness  of  our  case  and  the  fairness  of  the 
British  nation,  anticipate  a  different  result. 

We  remain,  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)        FORTUNATO  MIZZI, 
S.  CACHIA  ZAMMIT. 


APPENDIX  No.  20. 

A  Letter  from  Dr.  P.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  S.  Cachia  ZKiSMlTy  published  in  the  ^^  Birmingham  Gazette''  of 

the  3rd  June,  1899. 

To  the  Editor  of 

"  The  Birmingham  Gazette." 
Sir,  London,  Grand  Hotel,  June  1, 1899. 

The  remarks  made  by  the  Rev.  W.  K.  B.  Bedford  in  your  issue  of  the  26th  May  last  oblige 
us  to  ask  you  to  insert  these  explanations  on  the  Maltese  language  question.  Mr.  Bedford  says  that 
having  spent  many  winters  in  Malta,  he  realized  the  utter  absurdity  of  teaching  the  Italian  language 
in  the  Govemment  Schools.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  have  not  only  spent  many  winters  in  Malta,  but 
are  Malta  born  and  have  grown  old  there,  and  therefore  in  this  particular,  we  have  a  better  title  than 
Mr.  Bedford  to  speak  on  a  matter  that  concerns  the  Maltese  much  more  than  the  English. 

The  facts  are  as  follows : — 

So  long  back  as  the  eleventh  century  the  Maltese  were  delivered  by  Count  Roger  the  Norman 
from  the  yoke  of  the  Arabs,  who  had  held  Malta  a  little  more  than  two  centuries.  The  islanders  at 
ahat  time  spoke  a  dialect,  which  was  very  similar  to  the  Arabic. 
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They  soon  perceived  that,  in  order  to  progress  in  civilization,  one  of  the  principal  languages  of 
Europe  was  necessary  to  them,  and  so  they  adopted  the  Latin  langaage,  which  was  the  language  of 
instruction  and  education  of  their  mother  country,  Italy.  At  that  time  the  Latin  was  being  replaced 
in  Italy  by  the  Italian,  then  in  its  infancy,  so  the  Maltese  also  began  to  use  Italian.  It  is  an  historical 
fact  that  the  first  Italian  songs  were  sung  in  Malta  even  before  they  were  heard  in  the  northern  parts 
of  Italy. 

Since  that  time  Italian  has  been  the  language  of  the  educated  classes  and  the  vehicle  of  education. 
Our  archives  are  full  of  Latin  and  Italian  documents,  our  literature  is  the  Italian  literature,  our 
Maltese  dialect  is  now  so  mixed  with  Italian  words  that  Italian  is  very  easily  learned. 

The  peoples  of  the  countries  which  surround  us  are  of  the  Latin  race. 

Can  it  be  said,  under  these  circumstances,  that  the  Italian  is  not  the  language  of  the  Maltese  ? 
One  may  as  well  say  that  the  Italian  is  not  the  language  of  the  Sicilians,  of  the  people  of  Bergamo,  of 
the  Venetians — and  that  French  is  not  the  language  of  the  Marseillaise,  and  so  on. 

The  Maltese  dialect  cannot  be  the  lam^uage  of  education.  It  is  impossible  to  translate  into 
Maltese  all  the  works  on  science,  on  art,  or  of  literature  that  progress  produces  every  day.  Another 
language  must  be  used  by  the  Maltose  to  follow  the  progress  of  civilization. 

Why  should  we  change  the  language  used  by  our  forefathers  for  at  least  nine  centuries  ? 

Mr.  Bedford,  however,  admits  that  when  the  English  took  possession  of  Malta,  ^'  they  promised 
"  with  chivalrous  justice  to  respect  the  ancient  institutions  of  the  Island,"  and  that  "  one  of  these 
"  (institutions)  was  the  employment  of  a  foreign  language  in  the  Law  Courts."  That  is  all  right ; 
now  CHIVALRY  and  JUSTICE  demand  that  the  promise  made  be  loyally  maintained. 

No  wonder,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Gladstone  spoke  of  Italian  as  the  language  of  the  Maltese  ;  and  to 
the  fairness  displayed  by  that  eminent  man  we  direct  Mr.  Bedford's  attention. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

(Signed)        FORTUNATO  MIZZI. 
S.  CACHIA  ZAMMIT. 


APPENDIX  No.  21, 

A  Letter  from  Dr.  F.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  S.  Caohia  Zammit  bo  the  ^^  Daily  Chronicle'' 

To  the  Editor  of  the 

"  Daily  Chronicle," 
London. 
Sir,  London,  Grand  Hotel,  June  5, 1899. 

Wb  read  in  your  issue  of  the  29th  May  the  report  of  an  interview  with  a  "  Colonel "  on  the 
affairs  of  Malta. 

We  are  happy  to  see  that  the  English  press  is  anything  but  indifferent  to  what  concerns  Malta, 
and  we  feel  sure  you  will  kindly  publish  some  observations  in  answer  to  the  statements  made  by  the 
♦'  Colonel." 

We  regret  that  your  "  Colonel "  is  so  misinformed  as  to  the  upper  classes.   He  says  that  the  higher 
classes  of  the  Maltese  oppose  the  English  language  because  they  do  not  wish  the  English  residents  to  • 
enlighten  the  masses  with  reference  to  taxation  on  bread  and  meat. 

Against  such  a  misrepresentation  we  stronsrly  and  emphatically  protest.  It  is  used  by  a  well« 
known  clique  in  Malta  to  raise  the  masses  against  the  educated  portion  of  the  population,  and,  by  so 
dividing  the  people,  destroy  the  present  compact  opposition. 

The  "  Colonel "  should  know  that  in  Malta  the  '*  propertied  and  mouied  "  citizens  are  so  few  that 
they  cannot  form  a  class  possessing  any  influence,  and  that  the  '^  educated  "  classes  are,  generally, 
neither  "  propertied  "  nor  "  monied,"  and,  like  the  masses,  they  are  directly  interested  in  the  Bread 
Tax.    There  are  scarcely  any  individuals  by  whom  the  tax  is  not  felt. 

Moreover,  even  supposing  that  there  were  in  Malta  a  divergence  of  interests  about  taxation  (which 
is  not  the  case),  is  it  necessary  that  the  masses  be  made  to  speak  English  for  their  enlightenment  ? 
The  Maltese  Oovernment  has  ample  means  to  enlighten  them  on  any  question.  When  Commissioner 
Rowsell,  to  whom  the  **  Colonel "  alludes,  came — at  the  proposal  made  by  a  Maltese — to  Malta,  and 
suggested  the  diminution  of  the  Bread  Tax  by  a  half,  and  the  subsequent  substitution  of  several 
other  taxes,  many  publications  in  the  Maltese  dialect  were  made  in  favour  of  the  diminution  of  the 
Bread  Tax.  This  question  lasted  long  after  Mr.  RowseU.  had  left  Malta,  and  publications  in  Italian 
and  in  Maltese  have  been  numerous.  The  Government  upheld  the  reformist  party.  The  accusation 
that  the  upper  classes  were  selfish  and  cruel  was  made  use  of ;  but  the  people,  especially  the  lower 
classes,  asked  the  question  whether,  simultaneously  with  the  diminution  of  the  Bread  Tax,  a  "  Meta  " 
— ^that  is,  a  limitation  in  the  price  of  bread — ^would  also  be  established  ;  and  when  they  heard  that  the 
English  principle  of  free  trade  was  against  the  "Meta,"  they  answered  that  the  benefit  of  the 
diminution  would  depend  on  the  action  of  the  merchants,  whilst  the  burden  of  the  new  taxes  was  a 
matter  of  fact.  So  Commissioner  Rowseirs  reform  was  strongly  opposed,  and  it  mupt  be  known  that 
the  reasoning  of  the  Maltese  population — masses  included — agreed  with  the  opinion  expressed  by  the 
Royal  Commissioners  sent  to  Malta  in  1836,  who  reported  that,  however  anomalous  the  Bread  Tax 
might  be,  its  abolition  would  entail  the  necessity  of  creating  other  taxes,  and  that  it  was  (and  we  add, 
it  is)  very  problematical  whether  the  poorer  classes  would  benefit  by  the  abolition. 

So  far,  we  have  spoken  of  the  Bread  Tax ;  as  to  the  duty  on  meat  we  have  simply  to  say  that  the 
duty  on  meat  was  increased  hy  tfie  government,  since  three  years  ago. 

There  is  another  point  to  be  added.  The  statement  that  the  higher  classes  keep  the  masses  in 
ignorance  of  the  English  language  in  order  to  keep  them  in  ignorance  of  their  interests,  supposes  that 
the  higher  classes  oppose  the  teaching  of  English.  This  is  absolutely  false.  The  question  is  not  of 
the  teaching  of  English  ;  no  Maltese  has  ever  objected  to  that,  and  the  Elected  Members  vote  every 
year  large  sums  of  money  for  such  instruction.  Our  opposition  is,  firstly,  to  the  substitution  of  the 
English  language  for  Italian  ;  secondly,  to  the  abolition  of  Italian. 
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The  ^*.  Colonel "  refers  to  the  property  of  the  Church  as  amounting  to  the  third  of  all  the  property 
in  Malta.  Supposing  this  estimate  to  be  correct,  we  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  fact 
that  the  property  of  the  Church  in  Malta  is  the  property  of  the  poor.  Let  a  close  and  impartial 
enquiry  be  made,  and  it  will  be  found  that,  besides  the  maintenance  of  the  several  Churches  through-^ 
out  the  two  Islands  (Malta  and  Gozo),  besides  the  religious  service,  there  are  seminaries  and  hospitals, 
there  is  outside  relief,  bequests  for  dowries  to  poor  girls  wishing  to  marry,  similar  bequests  for  girls 
wishing  to  enter  a  nunnery,  benefits  for  priests  "benefici  eoclesiastici."  Priests  in  Malta  are  the 
supporters  of  poor  sisters  and  other  relatives,  employments  and  work  to  many  a  family.  Moreover,, 
the  Ecclesiastical  Authority  is  very  often  giving  proportional  relief  to  the  poor  parents  of  those  who 
left  some  prox)erty  to  the  Church.  In  fact,  the  economical  order  of  a  great  portion  of  the  population 
would  be  affected  should  anyhow  the  Ecclesiastical  Property  be  touched. 

The  "  Colonel "  says  that  "  many  of  the  Civil  servants  and  all  the  L€^l  Profession  are  opposed  to 
the  propagation  of  English,  as  they  fear  English  competition  for  appointments  and  practice."  In 
treating  the  question  of  the  ^'  substitution  of  the  English  language  for  Italian  '*  (not  of  the  propagation 
of  English)  competition  was  spoken  of,  of  course  ;  but  it  is  far  &om  being  one  of  the  principal  reasons 
of  the  opposition  to  that  substitution.  About  competition,  it  was  reasonably  said,  first,  that  the 
Mattese  cannot  have  in  England  the  same  chances  as  the  Bngiish  have  in  Malta ;  secondly,  that  the 
cempetitiQn  between  English  and  Maltese,  in  Malta,  would  not  be  on  fair  terms,  as  the  Maltese  could 
never  speak  English  as  well  as  the  English  themselves ;  thirdly,  that  the  English  coming  to  Malta 
would  not  be  the  best  specimens  of  the  best  English,  who,  of  course,  remain  at  home. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

(Signed)        FORTUNATO  MIZZI. 
S.  CACHIA  ZAMMIT. 


APPENDIX  No.  22. 


A  LMer  from  Dr.  Fori^una9X>  Mizzi  and  Mr.  S.  Caohia  ZKUum^  published  in  ific  *<  Birminghomi 

Gazette''  of  June  12th,  1899. 

To  the  Editor  of  the 

"  Birmingham  Gazette." 

Sir,  London,  Grand  Hotel,  June  10, 1899. 

Prat  allow  us  to  say  that  the  Rev.  Bedford  has  been  drawing  on  his  imagination  when  he 
(in  your  issue  of  the  6th  inst.),  that  a  oonflict  exists  '*  between  the  welfare  of  the  dasses  and  the 
'*  in  Maha. 
As  to  the  assertion  that  the  Italian  is^'a  form  of  speech  which  is  4x>  a  native  Maltese  really  a 

baflge  of  slavery,"  we  beg  to  challenge  Mr.  Bedford  to  show  any  Law  or  Order  ever  made  by  any 

Ckrremment  in  Malta,  for  the  last  eight  centuries,  forcing  a  language  on  the  Maltese— except, 

wtfortnaately,  the  one  lately  made  by  the  Imperial  Gbvemmedt. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Yours  truly, 

FORTUNATO  MIZZI. 
S.  CACHIA  ZAMMIT. 


No.  ^3. 

THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  MALTA. 

Colonial  Office,  Whitehall,  S.W., 

Monday,  ^Ist  July,  1899. 

Deputation  to  the  Bight  Honourable  Joseph  Cbambbrlain,  M.P.,  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies^  &c.,  from  the  Elected  Members  of  the  Ck)uncil  of  Government 
of  Malta. 

The  Deputation  consisted  of — 

The  Honourable  Dr.  Eortunato  Mizzi  and  Mr.  S.  Cachia  Zambot. 
Dr.  Mizzi. — ^I  hope,  sir,  you  will  pardon  me  mj  inability  to  express  myself  :as  I 
sbcmld  wish  in  Englisn,  as  I  am  liot  practised  in  me  language.  There  is  a  single 
programme  presesrted  by  us,  and  our  colleagues  have  wired  to  us  giving  to  us  the  same 
powers  that  our  other  colleagues  have,  to  submit  to  you  our  yiems  in  reference  to  the 
ccmstitutioKi  and  the  question  of  the  language.  All  the  MaJtese  wish  to  have  lis  a  Joetter 
GkAwmment.  The  position  in  whidhi  we  fiiid  ourselvw  is  very  critical.  In  11887,  after 
g»eat  eflEorts,  we  succeeded  in  having  something  like  self -gov«nment,  at  least,  an 
instalment,  so  to  say,  was  given  to  us.  We^  had  the  b^iefit  of  having  three  elected 
members  on  the  Executive  Council  to  be  elected  by  the  majority,  and  so,  to  a  certain 
degree,  we  had  a  part  in  the  Government.  After  that  an  Order  in  Council  came  making 
a  (mange.  The  r^ht  of  the  Governor  to  make  selection  remained,  but  he  was  no  longer 
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obliged  to  select  from  the  majority  on  the  Legislative  Council;  he  could  select  any- 
body, and  he  could  select  also  outsiders.  Besides  that,  it  was  granted  to  us  that  money 
questions  were  not  to  be  conceded  without  the  concurrence  of  the  official  Bench.  That 
was  also  withdrawn,  and  lately  from  14  in  number  we  were  reduced  to  13.  Now  the 
thing  stands  so.  The  three  elected  members  on  the  Executive  Council  are  not  there 
by  their  own  right,  but  they  are  the  Gk)vernment  employees ;  so  the  spirit  of  a  good 
part  of  the  Constitution  is  not  carried  out.  We  wish  to  have  a  better  Constitution, 
sir;  we  wish  to  be  left  free  to  administer  our  own  aflEairs.  Of  course,  no  one  ever 
dreamt  that  we  could  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  fortress.  We  wish  only  that  our 
local  affairs,  our  domestic  affairs,  shall  be  left  to  us.  So  long  as  there  is  a  permanent 
element  in  the  Government  there  is  an  element  that  has  an  interest  in  keeping  its 
position,  and  an  element  which  is  not  responsible  to  the  people.  The  official  persons 
are  omnipotent,  and  therefore  we  hope  you  will  allow  a  better  Constitution  to  us. 

About  the  language  question,  I  hope,  sir,  you  have  understood  quite  well  the  point 
in  question.  No  one  of  the  Maltese  has  ever  dreamt  of  making  opposition  to  the 
instruction  in  English.  I  am  now  old,  but  when  I  was  a  boy  I  spoke  sufficiently  well 
the  English  language ;  after  that  I  had  only  occasional  opportunities  of  practising  it, 
and  certainly  after  a  time  one  loses  a  language.  But  every  father  of  a  family — ^my 
father,  and  I,  myself,  took  care  that  my  children  should  learn  English.  Any  father  does 
the  same ;  we  do  our  best  to  teach  the  English  language  to  our  children.  We  know  well 
the  value  of  a  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  and  we  have  no  opposition  to  that 
at  aD.  I  have  voted  for  the  sums  that  were  necessary  for  teaching  the  English  lan- 
guage. The  question  is  this,  sir — ^whether  the  English  language  should  displace  the 
Italian,  especially  in  the  Law  Courts ;  and  whether  in  the  public  instruction  the  rules 
should  be  such  as  not  to  oblige,  also,  the  study  of  Italian.  Now,  the  study  of  Italian  is 
also  necessary  to  us,  because  we  are  compelled  to  have  intercourse  and  commerce  vnth 
all  the  surrounding  Latin  peoples.  Malta  being  very  much  Italian  is  associated  with 
the  Italian  language.  These  are  the  questions  about  the  language,  and  on  these 
grounds  we  should  like  that  no  compulsory  means  should  be  used  m  favour  of  a  substi- 
tution. Of  course,  I  had  heard  of  it  before,  but  I  have  read  now  in  the  Blue  Book 
the  speech  delivered  by  you,  the  Chief  Secretary  of  the  Government.  You  said  that 
in  15  or  20  years  the  English  language  would  be  the  language  of  all  Europe.  In  that 
case  we  are  looking  out  for  that.  JN'aturally  we  would  never  want  to  stop.  If  a 
natural  revolution  brings  it  about  we  shall  be  among  those  who  have  learnt  th» 
English  the  best,  because  no  one  except  the  English  themselves  knows  it  like  us,  so  we 
shall  be  always  at  the  frontier  from  this  point  of  view.  It  has  appeared  in  the  public 
Press  that  some  of  us  have  said  that  the  English  language  would  be  the  sign  of  our 
slavery.  That  proposition  should  be  understood  in  this  sense :  It  is  not  the  English 
language  that  brings  us  into  this  position,  but,  I  think,  any  compulsory  imposition  is  not 
a  sign  of  liberty.  If  we  are  to  take  that  proposition  in  its  true  sense  it  is  not  to  be  criti- 
cised. We  should  not  like  to  be  obliged  to  change  the  language ;  it  is  not  our  interest, 
and  it  is  not  the  interest  either  of  the  Imperial  Government.  It  is  not  mv  part  to  talk 
to  you  about  the  Imperial  interests,  but  1  think  it  is  not  to  the  interest  of  the  Imperial 
Ggvemment.  What  it  means  in  the  case  of  Malta  is  this :  You  have  a  small  English 
colony  in  Malta,  and  I  think  the  residents  have  never  had  any  reason  to  complain ;  only 
there  is  the  garrison,  which  changes  so  many  times  a  year,  and  in  the  few  days  or 
months  that  they  remain  in  Malta,  of  course,  some  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  have  to 
come  before  the  Courts  for  various  things. 

Several  times  I  have  been  reading  in  the  English  papers  that  justice  is  not  done,  in 
Malta,  to  the  English,  or  that  it  is  not  administered  in  the  same  way  as  to  the  Maltese* 
Sir,  I  beg  to  say  that  it  is  not  true.  Our  magistrates  do  not  make  any  difference 
between  English  and  Maltese  about  that.  As  to  the  language,  of  course,  if  one  goes  to 
a  country  where  his  own  language  is  not  spoken,  if  he  comes  before  a  Court  he  must  use 
an  interpreter,  and  it  is  so  in  the  case  of  Malta.  But,  for  the  garrison  and  for  the  Navy, 
there  is  a  lawyer  employed  by  the  authorities — ^a  lav^yer  competent  in  the  English 
language.  Tne  magistrates  know  sufficientiy  well  the  English  to  see  whether  the 
interpreter,  who  is  a  sworn  interpreter,  is  interpreting  well  or  not.  I  am  sure  the 
administration  of  justice  in  the  Italian  language  is  fair.  In  the  proceedings,  especially 
in  criminal  proceedings,  the  principal  part  of  the  proceedings  are  the  witnesses,  and  the 
witnesses  speak  the  knguage  that  they  happen  to  know.  What  sort  of  people  is  it 
likely  that  these  soldiers  and  sailors  shouTS  find  themselves  with?  If  they  are  Maltese 
they  find  themselves  with  persons  of  a  low  position,  who  know  nothing  but  Maltese. 
When  they  come  before  the  magistrate,  however,  the  law  says  that  the  proceedings  must 
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be  conducted  in  English ;  the  poor  witness  has  to  speak  Maltese  and  no  other  language^ 
because  he  knows  no. other  language;  and  consequently  the  most  interesting  part  for 
the  accused,  that  is  to  say,  how  the  facts  are  being  stated,  may  be  in  Italian  or  Greek,  or 
any  other  language,  but  he  must  adhere  to  the  interpreter,  and,  supposing  he  is  not 
good,  then  if  he  is  not  good  it  is  the  dutv  of  the  Government  to  provide  a  good  inter-^ 
preter.  He  is  a  sworn  interpreter,  and,  I  repeat,  the  magistrates  Uiemselves  know 
sufficiently  well  the  English  language  to  see  whether  he  has  interpreted  well  or  not. 

Consequentljr,  it  is  our  wish,  sir,  and  the  wish  of  the  whole  people  of  Malta,  that 
a  better  Constitution  shall  be  provided.  You  see,  now,  whatever  the  Council  decides  ia 
overthrown  either  by  vetoes  or  by  Orders  in  Council.  It  is  all  very  well  to  say,  '*  We 
think  you  have  done  badly,"  but  in  any  Constitution,  if  the  ;judgment  is  to  ble  given 
otherwise  than  by  the  Council  itself,  it  is  no  more  a  Constitution,  it  is  no  more  a 
Council — ^it  all  depends  upon  the  Judgment  of  the  Governor.  We  wish  that  would 
oease. 

I  will  not  go  into  many  facts.  Of  course,  if  you  ask  me  anything  I  am  quite  ready 
to  give  an  explanation,  but  we  are  bound  so  that  not  one  thing  that  is  wished  by  many^ 
people  is  done.  We  hope,  sir,  that  you  will  give  justice  to  the  people  of  Malta,  who 
nave  ever  been  loyal  people;  the  very  fact  that  we  have  done  so  much — ^that  we  have 
come  here  to  you  shows  the  utmost  confidence  we  have  in  your  justice.  We  hope,  sir^ 
that  you  will  accede  to  our  requests. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — ^Do  I  understand  that  you  come  to  me  from  the  Elected 
Members? 

Both  Gentlemen. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — On  behalf  of  the  Elected  Members? 

Dr.  Mizzi. — On  behalf  of  the  Elected  Members,  of  course.  There  was  no  other 
public  election  for  our  coming  here,  but  all  the  Elected  Members  have  had  the  pro- 
granome  at  the  General  Elections,  and  the  two  points  that  we  are  now  discussing,  and 
Uiat  we  are  humbly  submitting  to  you,  have  been  paramount  points  in  our  programme. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — ^How  many  electors  are  there  in  Malta? 

Dr.  Mizzi. — ^I  think  there  are  now  ten  thousand. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — How  many  voted? 

Dr,  Mizzi. — ^Much  less. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — ^They  did  not  take  much  interest  in  these  things? 

Dr.  Mizzi. — ^No.  That  is  what  I  am  very  happy  that  we  have  an  opportunity  of 
giving  you  this  explanation  upon.  To  a  certain  extent,  I  do  not  remember  when,  but  I 
suppose  12  years  am,  or  perhaps  13  or  14  years  ago,  the  electors  were  only  those  who 
Imew  either  the  Italian  or  the  English  language.  A^dnst  the  wish  of  the  Maltese  many 
illiterate  persons — ^many  persons  who  cannot  read  or  write  anv  language,  even  their 
own,  the  Maltese,  were  admitted  into  the  list  of  electors,  and  that  against  the  vote  of 
the  Council. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — ^Would  you  wish  that  all  the  persons  who  cannot  read  and 
write  should  be  excluded  from  the  franchise  ? 

Br.  Mizzi. — ^I  will  teiryou  my  ideas  if  you  will  allow  me.  If  these  who  do  not 
read  and  write  and  who  do  not  know  anything  of  politics  are  to  be  electors,  they  must 
be  taught  in  some  way  the  state  of  affairs.  Now,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
instruct  them  about  that.  Moreover,  it  was  conceived  to  put  the  names  of  the  candi- 
dates all  round,  so  that  one  could  not  say  to  any  voter  th^  first  day  or  the  second,  or  the 
thurd  day  this  or  that,  and  they  should  vote  for  any  person  that  is  in  the  round  list. 
Those  who  cannot  read  and  cannotwrite  cannot  vote,  of  course.  But  the  local  Grovern- 
ment  could  criticise  the  election  by  saying  that  the  electors  are  ten  thousand,  whilst  the 
voters  are  300,  400,  or  500,  or  5,000,  and  so  they  depreciate  the  vote  of  the  electors.  If 
in  a  population  like  ours,  where  public  instruction  is  not  given  to  everybody,  we  are  to 
do  something  for  good,  I  should  be  of  the  humble  opinion  that  those  who  are  absolutely 
unable  to  form  a  judgment  for  themselves  should  oe  represented  by  those  who  are. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — Then  it  would  make  it  rather  a  small  oligarchy  in  Malta? 

Dr.  Mizzi. — ^For  the  moment,  sir.  At  the  same  time  we  should  push  education. 
Perhaps  you  do  not  know,  sir,  that  there  are  6,000  persons  who  wish  education,  but 
have  not  got  it. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — ^Whose  fault  is  that? 
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Bt.  Mizzi. — ^I  think  it  is  the  fault  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — Why  do  not  the  Elected  Members  move  in  the  matter;  tbe 
Elected  Members  have  at  least  the  power  of  passing  a  resolution  on  that  subjvMt 

T)r.  Mizzi. — ^Yes,  but  the  Elected  Members  have  no  vote  in  regard  to  moneys: 
The  money  is  spent  according  to  the  idea  of  the  Fmancial  Officer,  who  is  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Financial  Officer  brings  forward  this  and  that  and  that. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — ^Indeed,  Dr.  Mizzi,  I  do  not  think  you  are  quite  so  powerless 
as  you  would  make  out.  I  have  read  the  debates  in  the  Legislative  Council  m  Malta, 
and  I  have  read  your  memorandum,  and  H  seems  to  me  that  you  have  a  great  deal  of 
influence ;  whether  you  always  use  it  to  the  best  advantage,  I  cannot  say. 

Dr.  Mizzi. — Sir,  I  do  not  suppose  that  we  have  a  very  great  influence.  We  have 
a  very  great  influence  to  pray,  but  not  to  receive.    We  pray  in  public 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — You  say  you  were  sent  to  me  with  these  requests  by  the 
Elected  Members ;  it  is  only  recently  I  heard  that  you  were  here,  but  you  have  been 
here  some  time,  have  you  not. 

Dr.  Mizzi. — ^Yes. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — Why  did  you  not  come  to  me  at  once? 

Dr.  Mizzi. — ^Because  we  were  preparing  our  statement.  ^' 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — ^When  did  you  send  the  printed  statement  in  ? 

Dr.  Mizzi. — ^As  soon  as  it  was  ready  I  sent  it  to  you.  Only  to-day,  just  at  half-- 
past  eleven,  we  have  posted  copies,  because  we  knew  we  would  nave  the  right  of  yottr 
kind  interview. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — Is  that  the  statement  that  I  have  already? 
'  Mr.  Cachia  Zammit. — ^It  took  us  some  tune  to  put  this  statement  into  English. 
•       Dr.  Mizzi. — It  took  us  some  time  for  many  reasons. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — Is  this  the  statement  to  which  you  refer?    (Showing  a  doou^' 

ment*  to  the  Deputation.) 

Dr.  Mizzi. — ^We  have  no  other.  I  have  prepared  two  other  letters  that  I  shall 
send  to  you  to-morrow,  if  you  will  allow  me,  about  other  subjects.  The  only  statement 
that  we  have  made  to  you  up  till  now  is  that.  That  statement  took  us  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  prepare  for  two  reasons.  After  I  had  prepared  it  I  was  informed  that  we 
should  make  it  as  short  a  statement  as  possible.  The  ItaJian  style  is  rather  diffusive, 
while  the  English  style  is  more  concise.  Now,  to  oblige  mjrself  to  say  in  the  limits  of 
as  few  words  as  possible  all  that  I  had  to  say  was  almost  impossible,  but  I  managed 
to  do  my  best.  It  took  us  muoh  more  labour  than  to  write  it  before.  If  I  could  \^v4 
sent  it  as  it  was  at  first  written,  I  could  have  sent  it  three  days  after,  but  to  bring  it  inW 
concise  English  took  us  too  much  time.  ; 

Mr.  Cachia  Zammit. — It  is  so  difficult  to  turn  it  into  English  from  the  Italisan^ 

Dr.  Mizzi. — ^It  is  so  different  to  our  mode  of  expression,  because  we  are  afi  ei- 
pansive  and  coloured. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — I  think  you  have  been  quite  successful  in  putting  your  views 
quite  clearly. 

Dr.  Mizzi. — ^Your  are  too  good. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — I  shall  give  it  careful  consideration,  and  send  you  an  of&ciAl 
reply  through  the  Governor.  There  are  only  one  or  two  things  that  I  might  say  to  yott 
now,  but  I  do  not  wish  to  anticipate  the  reply,  which  must  be  a  full  reply. 

As  you  know,  there  was  a  very  strong  feeling  existing,  which  continued  up  to,  at- 
all  events,  1887,  that  it  was  undesirable  to  grant  a  Constitution  to  Malta.  I  should 
have  thought  myself  that  all  that  was  really  desirable  at  that  time  was  to  grant  what 
we  call  municipal  rights.  The  control  of  municipal  affairs,  no  doubt,  might  safely  have 
been  left  to  the  population — ^to  raise  their  own  money  and  spend  it  in  tneir  own  way, 

Erovidinff  they  did  not  cause  injury  to  other  people.  However,  at  that  time  a  very 
beral  change  in  the  Constitution  was  made — sl  surprising  change,  considering  fiat 
Malta  is  a  fortress.  If  the  Constitution  given  in  1887  nad  been  taken  full  advantage  of 
by  the  Elected  Members,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  their  action  and  theit  presence 
might  have  been  very  useful;  their  criticisms  would  have  been  valuaUe,  and  would 
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have,  ptobably,  been  very  influential.  But  when  I  saw  that  that  Constitution  is  bein^ 
used '&p^  tbe^Bleoted  Members  to  make  government  ridiculous,  to  prevent  government 
Ibom  proceeding,  and  to  stop  useful  and  absolutely  necessary  measures — ^then  I  felt  it 
necessary  to  proceed  by  Order  in  Council,  and  I  shall  always  proceed  by  Order  m. 
Ckraneil  m  those  cases.  If  Orders  in  Council  become  too  numerous,  it  will  be  the  duty 
of  this  Government  to  reconsider  the  whole  (juestion  from  the  beginning,  aad  to  see 
whether  we  have  not  been  a  little  premature  in  granting  such  very  large  rights.  I  see 
no  reason  to  believe  that  the  people  at  Malta  are  discontented  or  dissatisfied  in  any  way, 
ind  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  what  they  want,  perhaps,  is  a  little  more,  government, 
and  liiat  some  of  the  things  which  they  themselves  would  desire  are  prevented  by  ttte 
action  of  those  who  call  themselves  their  representatives.  That  is  a  very  unfortunate 
dtate  of  thin^. 

you  tellme  to-day  that  you  would  prefer  that  all  these  illTterate  people  shouldhsP^ 
]|ad  no  vote,  but  then  it  is  precisely  for  the  sake  of  those  people  tnat  govemjocient  is 
^anied  on — ^as  much  for  them  as  for  the  richer  and  more  educated  classes.  I  sliiQuldr 
l^ifik  it  would  be  a  monstrous  thing  to  deprive  them  of  aoy  of  thds  rights  imdeai  tile; 
CMfititutioB  as  long  as  that  Constitution  exists.  The  only  question  is  whetheir  they 
ifBxA  that  Constitution,  whether,  really,  the  demand  which  has  been  made  in  tibew 
name  is  not  purely  an  artificial  one. 

AU  those  things  will  force  me  to  re-consider  the  position,  if  there  is  any  continuance 
cf  the  proceedings  which  have  recently  gone  on  in  the  Legislative  Council  at  Malta,  and 
wfakh  I  have  seen  with  the  greatest  regret.  I  do  not  want  in  any  way  to  interfere  with 
Uberties  whieh  have  once  been  granted,  but  no  Government  can  sit  here  aitd  a^e 
government  brought  into  contempt  as  it  has  been  of  late  by  the  proceedings  o£  the 
lUcted  Mnnbers.  I  do  hope  that  when  you  go  back  there  you  will  give  tb^m  from  me 
a  fidendiy  m€i9sage;  say  that  I  desire  their  good,,  and  I  am  anxious  th»t  they  should 
aeeJRlLlhe  Governor  in  connection  with  the  affairs  in  Malta,  but  that  I  do  hope  tha4i  ttey 
will  not  use  the  power  which  they  have  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  government  impossiWe. 
If  they  do  th^,  they  themselves  will  be  responsible  for  what  follows.  .     .         . 

I  will  consider  most  carefully  what  you  have  put  in  this  memorandtun^  but  I 
cannot  say  that  it  seems  to  me  in  the  slightest  degree  probable  that  any  Government 
1«t>\rid  tJuflk  of  extending  the  Constitution.  The  (institution  in  1887  went  far  enough, 
imd  flfatfy  fJeople  think  it  went  too  fgx.  There  is  not  the  slightest  probability,  I  think, 
of 'My  G6Vernn4ent  being  able  to  consider  any  extension  of  that  Constitution. 

Then  I  come  to  the  language  question.  There,  again,  it  is  not  we  who  cafee  iaky 
point  of  change,  but  it  is  raised  by  the  exaggerated  way  in  which  questioaia  have  been 
treated.  As  you  know,  a  colonel  hi  the  British  Army,  in  a  British  Colony,  is  actually 
•coounitted  for  contempt  of  court  because  he  refuses  to  sign  a  deposition  in  a  language 
of  winch  he  does  not  understand  a  single  word.  Wh^,  such  a  thing  is  pe]Sec% 
monstrous;  it  would  not  be  tolerated  here.  If  you  came  into  the  Courts  here,  bemg  a 
^tranger  unacquainted  with  the  languagp^,  you  would  not  be  required  to  s%n  »  dq^oii- 
tioh  in  English  which  you  did  not  understaad.  Why  it  should  have  been  dosut  m  Mate, 
J  eannot  for  the  life  of  me  conceive.  At  all  events,  the  mcHnent  it  was  done  it  became 
necessary  for  me  to  interfere ;  and  we  have  ftow  arranged,  not  that  Itatian  is  excluifed— 
there  is  nqthii^  to  prevent  obikdien  from  leaimii^  ItaUan  as  tbsy  always  have  di»e, 
nothing  to  prevent  Italian  from  being  used  in  the  Courts — bttt  what  we  say  m  ihat  wJwM 
ait  Englishman  is  concerned  he  shall  have  the  right  tahavte  the  pieoeedings  'omiacl^d 
in  £i^lish,  and  I  cannot  cc^oeive  that  that  m  a  grievance  to  anyone.  It  is  wbat  ^fmi- 
mon  justice  demands. 

Then  you  may  say  I  have  gone  further  than  that,  beeauise  I  have  stated  that  in  15 
yeajrs  the  English  would  be  the  official  langbAge.  Well,  I  will  say  at  once  that  I  have 
done  that  because  it  seems  to  me  that  from  the  great  demand  for  Englisfa  in  the  schools, 
in  the  course  of  15  years  that  will  be  the  language  which  is  most  spoken.  That  I 
believe  wiU  be  the  case.  You  say  the  Colonial  Secretary  said  English  would  be  the 
lan^age  of  Europe.  I  will  not  go  so  far  as  that,  but  I  do  think  that  jm  15  yeaes  Bnglish 
will  be  the  language  of  Malta.  But  if  it  is  Hot,  tiie  matter,  of  course,  will  tiien  have 
te^be  leoonauiwed.  By  saying  now  that  we  intend  to  do  it,  aE  we  mean  is  to  give  fair 
nofiin,  so  that  everybody,  those  parents  and  cfthers  who  are  interested,  may  t^e  such 
atom  as  they  think  fit,  in  ordeif  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  English.  But  if  I  am 
making  a  mistake,  if  I  have  been  misinformed  in  supposmg  that  English  will  become 
Ihe  language  of  the  majority  in  15  yeard,  then  Whoever  is  in  my  place  in  15  years'  tune 
will  no  doubt  have  to  reconsider  the  dedsion.    That  is  not  an  absolutely  final  decision. 
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'although  it  points  to  what  I  believe  is  a  great  probability.  But,  as  regards  the  mter- 
mediate  arrangement  which  I  have  made  by  an  Order  in  CJouncil  for  allowing  English  to 
be  the  language  in  the  Courts  where  an  Englishman  is  concerned,  that  I  could  not 
possibly  go  bads:  from  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Mr.  Cachia  Zammit.—I  should,  with  your  indulgence,  if  you  would  allow  ^e,  like- 
to  say  a  few  words. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — U  you  please. 

Mr.  Cachia  Zammit. — We  came  in  the  hope  that  you  would  meet  sympathetically 
our  views  and  our  intentions,  but  I  cannot  say  that  you  are  either  against  us  or  for  us. 
It  rests  with  the  Governor  of  Malta  to  make  a  reply— was  that  it? 

Mr.  Chamberlain.— No,  we  shall  reply  to  you,  but  in  the  usual  course  it  will  go- 
.  through  the  Governor  of  Malta. 

Mr.  Cachia  Zammit.— Besides,  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  of  reading  one  of  your 
speeches  on  patriotism,  in  an  address  which  you  delivered  in  Glasgow.  You  spoke 
highly  of  the  victories  of  the  great  Venetian  Eepublic,  and  you  said  that  it  was  the- 
prmcipal  object  of  those  great  Venetians  to  gain  the  heart  and  affection  of  their  sub* 
jects.  I  will  suppose  also  it  is  your  interest  to  gain  the  affection  and  heart  of  the  Maltese 
people. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — Most  certainly. 

Mr.  Cachia  Zammit. — ^We  are  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Malta;  we  have 
a  programme ;  that  progriunme  has  been  accepted  by  the  electorate,  and  we  have  to 
carry  it  out  to  the  letter.  So  it  is  in  England— either  the  Liberal  party  or  toe  uon* 
servative  party  work  on  their  programme.  That  programme  we  cannot  betray.  We 
must  keep  true  to  that  programme.  We  have  asked  the  Government,  in  the  most 
constitutional  manner,  either  to  dissolve  the  Council  or  to  come  forward  with  a  better 
system. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — ^You  ask  for  a  plebiscite,  but  there  is  no  provision  in  the 
Constitution  for  a  plebiscite ;  that  would  be  a  revolutionary  proceeding. 

Mr.  Cachia  Zammit. — ^No,  I  beg  your  pardon.  You  may  read  that  in  Lord 
Granville's  administration,  when  the  pnests  were  excluded  from  the  Council,  there  was 
a  petition  for  their  readmission,  and!^  as  plebiscite  was  the  fashionable  word  in  those 
days,  he  said :  ""  Let  us  have  a  plebiscite  of  Malta ;  let  us  see  whether  the  priests  are  to 
be  in  the  Council  or  not.''  Tne  plebiscite  was  in  favour  of  the  priests,  and  so  they 
were  readmitted.  It  was  not  a  revolutionary  process  altogether ;  it  was  the  most  peace- 
ful and  quiet  pxicess.  Besides,  as  to  the  language  question,  I  have  sat  for  years  and 
vears  in  the  House,  and  I  have  given  always  every  encouragement  to  the  English 
language.  I  have  voted  immense  sums  of  money;  but  I  say  the  opinion  of  our  Courts^ 
of  our  people  in  Malta,  and  even  of  Sir  A.  Dingli,  was  this — Do  not  force  the  English 
language,  let  it  come  on  spontaneously,  because  if  you  force  a  thing  you  are  sure  to 
create  opposition.  You,  sir,  have  been  just  now  telling  us  that  as  far  as  the  Proclama* 
tion  goes,  which  says  that  15  years  hence  the  English  language  should  substitute  the 
Italian,  if  I  have  understood  your  meaning,  sir,  that  question  would  be  re-con- 
sidered, and  re-oonsidered  in  this  way :  Should  the  Maltese  be  found  able  to  speak  the 
English  language,  the  English  language  would  surely  replace  the  Italian  language. 
But  I  say  it  is  impossible.  Inall  the  Government  Depairtments  the  English  lai^uage 
is  the  predominant  language,  l^ut  as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  and  as  far  as  the  con* 
versations  that  I  have  had  with  several  eminent  barristers,  it  is  a  thing  impossible. 

As  to  the  reform  of  the  Constitution,  we  only  ask  what  any  liberal-minded  man 
would  ask,  that  is  to  say,  that  we  should  have  the  power  to  determine  all  questions- 
relating  to  legislation,  to  the  imposition  of  taxCis,  and  to  the  expenditure  of  tiie  public 
mcmey. 

Mr.  ChamJ>erlain. — ^It  is  a  good  deal  to  ask  for  in  a  Colony  which  is  a  fortress. 

Mr.  Cachia  Zammit. — ^It  is  a  fortress,  true. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — ^And  which  was  until  very  recently  a  Crown  Colony,  when  ihis 
Constitution  was  given  in  deference  to  the  assurances  that  it  would  be  thoroughly  satis- 
factory to  the  Maltese,  and  that  it  would  be  taken  advantage  of,  whereas,  as  a  mattar 
of  fact,  it  has  not  been  taken  adantage  of  at  all.  The  Maltese,  generally,  take  not 
the  slightest  interest  in  it  They  do  not  come  forward  in  the  elections,  and  the  gentle- 
men who  are  elected,  by  a  very  small  number,  when  they  get  mto  the  legislative  body. 
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instead  of  assisting  business  by  legitimate  criticism,  stop  the  business  and  prevent  useful 
^legislation  from  being  carred  out.    That  is  the  position.  - 

Mr.  Cachia  Zammit. — ^May  I  ask  you  how  many  measures  proposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  sanctioned  by  uie  representatives  of  the  people? 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — Certainly,  great  numbers. 

Mr.  Cachia  Zammit. — ^But  I  say — ^this  is  my  last  proposal — ^if  you  are  not  satisfied 
-with  our  statement,  if  you  are  anxious  to  hear  both  sides  of  the  question,  I  would  pro- 
pose that  a  Commission  should  be  sent  to  Malta  to  inquire  into  this  state  of  things — 
a  Conmiissioner  of  the  standing  of  Sir  George  Comewall  Lewis,  a  man  who  is  thoroughly 
conversant  with  politics,  and  so  forth.  There  would  be  no  harm  in  appointing  a 
Commission. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — 1  see  not  the  slightest  necessity  for  it. 

Mr.  Cachia  Zammit. — ^I  thought  you  would  be  ready  to  grant  it. 

Dr.  Mizzi. — Sir,  I  know  very  well  how  valuable  is  your  time,  but  I  should  be  most 
.anxious  to  answer  some  views  that  you  have  stated.    You  have  stated  that  we  have 
stopped  the  legislation.    I  presume  you  allude  to  the  fact  of  the  drainage  question  and 
the  tax  question.     On  that  I  have  a  memorandum  to  submit  to  you,  which  I  shall  send 
to-morrow.    The  question  was  treated  very  well  by  the  Elected  Members,  sir.    As 
50on  as  we  entered  the  Council  in  October,  1898,  we  had  brought  before  us  this  question 
of  the  drainage,  and  we  elected  a  Committee  to  see  what  were  .the  ways  and  means 
of  doing  the  work.    About  the  necessity  of  the  drainage,  there  was  no  question  at  all, 
only  what  we  did  not  want  was  a  loan,  and  if  any  taxes  were  to  be  levied  we  wanted  to 
see  what  taxes  would  have  been  the  least  objectionable  thing  to  us.     We  had  elected 
this  Committee,  and  this  Committee  was  started  on  to  this  inquiry  when  the  dissolution 
joi  the  Council  c^Cme,  which  broke  off  our  work.    When  the  Council  reopened  and  we 
had  been  re-elected,  we  nominated  again  this  Committee,  in  order  to  see  what  means 
could  be  available  for  the  drainage.     Sir,  I  hope  that  you  will  see  that  even  supposing 
the  measures  proposed  by  the  Chief  Secretary — ^that  is,  by  way  of  loan  or  tax — were  the 
only  means  of  doing  the  drainage,  that  the  persuasion  of  the  Chief  Secretary  was  not 
enough  for  us,  and  that  we  had  quite  a  right  to  see  whether  it  was  just  or  not,  and  to 
have  taken  some  time  to  see  what  means  could  be  available.    After  the  question  what 
means  would  be  available,  there  would  be  the  second  question,  supposing  that  it  was 
necessary  to  have  to  levy  taxes,  which  tax  was  the  best  for  us.  The  decision  of  4his  Com- 
mittee came  since  we  have  been  in  London.    The  Committee  said :  *'We  have  gone  into 
the  question,  and  we  find  that  a  temporary  tax  on  spirits  would  have  been  the  only 
means  of  providing  for  the  drainage.    However,  as  we  have  been  pledged  to  the  electors 
not  to  raise  the  taxes,  we  wished  to  be  given  an  opportunity  to  ask  the  electorate  their 
<K)nsent.    That  was  already  in  June,  and  Malta  in  June  is  quite  hot.    So  they  said  we 
should  come  forward  after  the  vacations,  after  having  consulted  our  electors,  and  getting 
4heir  approval  to  the  taxes.    The  Grovemment  did  not  want  to  give  us  this  time.    This 
was  only  a  political  move  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  as  the  officials  did  not  wish  to 
see  us  in  the  Coimcil.    They  thought  that  the  time  was  come  to  compromise  :is  with 
the  electors.    The  necessity  of  the  drainage  is  by  all  admitted,  and  they  hoped  that  if 
we  voted  the  drainage  taxes  we  should  have  been  attacked  by  them,  because  we  should 
have  broken  our  promises.    If  we  did  not,  they  would  have  attacked  us  as  they  did — 
that  not  only  we  differed  on  the  draiaage,  but  that  we  obliged  the  Home  Government 
to  send  an  Order  in  Council.    But  the  only  question  was  that  of  the  taxes.    Jt  was 
only  to  have  the  permissibti  of  the  electors,  and  almost  to  a  certainty  we  should  have 
got  it.    Only  that  we  wanted  to  act  with  honesty  to  our  electors — ^this  is  our  great 
icrime ;  this  is  what  is  called  stopping  necessary  legislation. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — ^I  only  say  to  you,  Dr.  Mizzi,  that  I  sincerely  hope  that  when 
you  return  there,  there  will  be  no  fiirther  possibility  of  complaint.  All  legitimate 
criticism  and  legitimate  interposition  on  the  part  of  the  Elected  Members,  of  course,  we 
should  be  delighted  to  see.  I  hope  that  imder  no  circumstances  again  wfll  you  make  it 
necessary  for  me  to  send  Orders  m  Council.    I  do  not  want  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Cachia  Zammit. — ^You  said  it  yourself,  "with  regret";  I  have  read  it;  that, 
is  so. 

Dr.  Mizzi. — ^But,  sir,  why  did  not  the  officials  put  before  your  eyes  the  true  states 
of  these  things?    Why  did  not  they  tell  you  that  our  question  was  not  of  raising  the 
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itoxes,  but  was  only  to  get  a  few  weeks  to  have  the  honest  consent  of  the  electors? 
They  should  have  done  it.  You.  mentioned  about  the  electorate.  Sir,  I  wish  to  be  clear 
about  that.  I  do  not  propose  that  those  who  have  already  a  vote  should  be  derived 
of  the  vote,  but  for  thisr  future  no  one  should  have  the  vote  if  he  is  illiterate,  with  the 
intention  of  compelling  fathers  indirectly,  if  not  obligingly,  to  send  their  children  to 
school.  I  think  that  if  to  the  illiterate  electors  you  say,  "  You  have  a  vote  by  enhance,, 
but  your  children  wiU  not  have  it  if  they  are  illiterate,"  it  will  oblige  them  mdirectly 
to  send  their  children  to  school.  It  iis  in  that  sense  I  have  spoken,  and  I  think  it  is 
not  a  bad  thing.  You  mentioned  some  other  things,  but  not  to  take  up  too  much  time^ 
pei^aps  you  would  albw  me  to  make  a  response  in  writing. 

Mr.  Chamberlain. — ^Yes.  • 

Dr.  Mizzi. — I  will  not  trouble  you  too  much  now,  but  there  are  so  many  details,, 
sir,  that  change  altogethiEir  the  circumstance.  I  must  add  to  you  that  this  distinct 
question  of  the  drainage  has  been  spoken  of  for  ten  years,  and  in  these  ten  yejtfB. there 
was  money  available,  and  the  Governor  did  hot  do  the  drainage  works.  He  is  comr 
polled  now  only  for  ^  pohtiosl^purpoee,  and  they  succeeded  to  a  certain  degree  because 
we  have  an  Order  in  Counoil  for  wbat  we  would  have  done  ourselves.  But  never  mind 
— only  they  did  not  suoeeed  in  lias — they  'thought  Aey  would  have  compromised  us 
with;Qur  coDrtituents;  they  aoted  as  if  the  Maltese  were  sheep,  but  the  Maltese  are 
most.intelligont. 

Mr.  Chamberlain.— ^e  Maltese  are  not  sheQp  at  aU. 

Mr.  Caehia  Zammit.—l  ba^ve  Mfy^txy  addAw^^^iat  owe&ehequer  has  been  over- 
loaded with  money  for  the  kst  20  years,  and  ihe  Qevemment  had  ample  to  come  with  a 
drainage  scheme  ten  yeans  ago.  Now,  as  you  «aid  the  other  daj,  it  is  much  easier  to 
control  expendiUire  than  to  nise  public  money.  I  have  read  it  in  one  of  yoinr  de- 
spatches. So  it  was  with  us.  We  did  (find  some  difSculty  in  raising  money,  because 
we  had  aiprogEamme  which  bound  vs  to  the  electors,  and  we  asked  for  time,  and  that 
time  would  have  been  given  by  any  offidals  but  fhosiB  officios  we  have. 

'Dr.  Mizzi. — ^Mter'ten  years  df  this  Government — 

Mr.  Caehia  Zammit.—Seufid&.likAt,  tkere  is  t^  nuHiey  whkh  has  been  waited  ih 
the  electric  light,  and  about4the:railway.  Unfortunatelv  the  railway  does  not  improve^ 
and  the  Gk>vemment  of  ^  Coloi^  oxiffit  not  to  play  tne  part  of  a  merchant.  What 
business  liad  the  Government  to  inatal  the  dectric  light?  There  were  so  many 
merchants  who  came  forward,  and  I  can  assute  you  it  k  a  total  failure.  Money  hu 
been  wasted,  and  it  will  go  wasted  Besides,  Malta  is  overstocked  with  clerks  and 
writeis  of  all  descriptions. 

Mr.i39Mnffb00kii^:—^l  tHitflcl^ust  not  go  more  into  detail. 

i^.  ^Vtizzi. — ^Tou  wiH  aBow  us  to  make  it  in  writing? 

Mr.  ^Oham^mflain. — ^Yes,  anything  forldier  you  have  to  say,  and  if  you  do  that  t 
will  »keep  back  any  reply  until  I  receive  tiiose  further  statements  from  you. 

Dr.  Mizzi.'-^^t  some  of  them  will  not  come  until  I  go  bajck  to  Malta. 

Mr^  Ciamk^rlmn. — ^It  is  just  as  you  please,  but  I  wish  to  have  all  the  facits  befortr 
me.: 

Dr.  Tttizzi. — ^I  am  satisfied  with  that,  because  so  you  will  see  the  better. 

Mr.  Oaohia  ZMMUft.— Thank  you  very  mudi  for  your  kindness  and  couHiesy. 

Dr.  Mizzi. — ^We  hope  that  our  explanations  will  show  that  we  ace  not  so  wrong: 
as  we  are  thought  to  be. 

Mr.  Chamberlain.— VfhsLt  I  should  like  to  sajr  would  be,  let  all  bygones  be  bygones>. 
and  do  iet  us  work  together  in  the  future.    That  is  what  I  should  like  to  My. 

(The  deputation  withdrew.) 
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No.  4. 

Db.  F.  MIZZI  and  Mr.  C.  ZAMMIT  to  COLONIAL  OFFICE. 

(Eeceived  August  2,  1899.) 

7,  Weymouth  Street,  Portland  Place,  W., 
Sir,  August  1,  1899. 

We  bee  you  to  be  so  kind  as  to  submit  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  the  enclosed  two  statements,  which  will  be  followed,  later 
on,  by  another  one,  mentioned  to  him  yesterday. 

Yours,  &c., 

FORTUNATO  MIZZl. 
S.  CACHIA  ZAMMIT. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  4. 


7,  Weymouth  Street,  Portland  Place,  London,  W., 
Snt,  August  1,  1899. 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Council  of  Government  of  Malta,  beg  to^ 
submit  to  your  consideration  some  remarks  on  the  questions  of  the  drainage,  the  loan^ 
and  the  taxes. 

2.     We  shall  state  the  facts  in  their  chronological  order. 

(a)  At  the  general  elections,  held  in  October,  1898,  the  electors,  desirous  to 
express  their  disapproval  of  the  preceding  Administration,  opposed  and  defeated  aU. 
the  candidates  who  solicited  their  votes,  and  who,  during  that  Legislature,  had  given 
their  support  to  several  odious  measures,  and  elected  fourteen  members  (several  of^ 
whom,  new  to  the  Council)  under  a  progranmie  which  was  made  public  and  was . 
approved  by  the  electors. 

It  is  useless,  for  our  present  purpose,  to  speak  of  all  the  subjects  of  the  programme,.. 
It  being  sufficient  to  state  that  the  promise  of  opposing  any  new  taxes  and  any  loan 
was  amongst  the  most  important. 

(b)  As  soon  as  the  new-elected  members  took  their  seats,  on  their  first  Meeting- 
in  Council  (October  19th,  1898),  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  his  address,  men- 
tioned the  necessity  of  the  construction  of  drainage  works;  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  Government,  in  making  his  financial  statement,  declared,  that, 
besides  the  money  necessary  for  the  administration  of  the  Government,  there  were  no^ 
funds  available  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

(c)  On  the  fourth  sitting  of  the  Council  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Government  pro- 
posed a  resolution  to  give  effect  to  an  Ordinance  passed  in  the  preceding  Legislature 
authorizing  the  Government  to  raise  a  loan  for  the  drainage. 

The  elected  members  replied  that  no  words  were  necessary  to  prove  the  utility 
of  drainage,  but  the  question  was  simply  an  economical  one,  that  is  to  say,  by  what 
means  the  expense  had  to  be  defrayed.  They  strongly  objected  to  a  loan.  The- 
question  was  then  postponed. 

(d)  On  the  sixth  sitting  (November  23rd),  the  elected  members  passed  a  resolu- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a  special  Committee,  which  should  study  the  means  by^ 
which  the  necessary  sum  for  constructing  the  drainage  was  to  be  defrayed. 

(e)  Whilst  the  Committee  were  performing  their  task,  the  Council  was  dissolved 
(December  29th),  and  the  Constitution  was  mutilated  by  the  exclusion  of  the  Ecclesi- 
astics from  the  Council,  and  the  number  of  the  Elected  Bench  was  reduced  from 
14  to  13. 

(f)  Notwithstanding  that  the  urgency  of  the  drainage  works  was  emphatically 
proclaimed  by  the  Government  ofl&cials  in  Council,  yet,  the  Government  dia  not  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  a  new  general  election,  and  the  reopening  of  the  Council  only  took 
place  on  the  22nd  of  March,  1899. 

(g)  It  is,  perhaps,  superfluous  to  say  that  the  same  members  (except  irne  two 
Ecclesiastics,  by  the  new  law  rendered  ineligible)  were  re-elected,  and  this  time  all  of 
them  uncontested..    In  lieu  of  one  of  the  two  Ecclesiastics  there  was  also  elected, 
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uncontested,  a  new  member  holding  the  same  political  principles  as  his  colleagues,  and 
presented  by  them. 

(h)  In  the  fourth  sitting  of  this  new  Legislature,  the  Crown  Advocate  introduced 
an  Orcunance  "To  improve  the  Revenue  of  the  Maltese  Islands  and  to  amend  the 
Provisions  of  the  Proclamation,  No.  VIII.,  of  the  3rd  November,  1837."  This  new 
Ordinance  was  intended  to  double  the  duties  on  wine  and  spirits  and  to  create  a  stamp 
duty. 

Now,  it  must  be  remarked  that  this  Ordinance  was  not  introduced  with  the  pur- 
pose of  substituting  taxes  to  the  loan  required  for  the  object  of  constructing  drainage 
works,  but  with  the  purpose  of  meeting  several  wants  of  the  population,  that  of 
drainage  eventually  included. 

(i)  On  the  fifth  sitting  the  elected  members  passed  a  resolution  reappointing  the 
special  Committee  to  study  the  means  by  which  the  drainage  works  should  be  defrayed. 

The  ofl&cial  element  of  the  Council  opposed  the  resolution,  the  Chief  Secretary 
stating  that  the  preceding  Committee  (that  is  to  say,  the  Committee  appointed  on  the 
23rd  November,  1898)  had  completed  their  task.  This,  however,  was  far  from  bein^ 
true.  The  Committee  of  November  had  been  ventilating  and  discussing  several 
suggestions,  but  had  not  come  to  any  decision.  That  Committee  had  not,  as  yet, 
deSberated  on  the  raising  of  taxes,  and  consequently  they  had  not  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  secondary  question  which  would  be  the  tax  less  onerous  and  most  productive. 

The  six  ofl&cial  members  declined  to  form  part  of  the  new  Committee,  so  that  it  was 
only  composed  of  elected  members. 

(j)  At  the  sitting  held  on  the  the  new  Committee  presented 

their  report  to  the  Council  of  Government,  stating  that  the  only  means  for  defraying 
the  expense  of  the  drainage  works  were  obtainable  by  raising  to  5s.  per  gallon  the  duty 
on  spirits  for  five  years.  However,  the  Elective  Bench,  having  promised  to  their  con- 
stituents that  they  would  not  vote  for  new  taxes,  were  desirous  to  have  their  approval, 
and  as  the  recess  of  the  Council  was  at  hand,  they  intended  to  resign  their  seats  during 
the  vacations  and  represent  themselves  to  the  electors  with  a  programme  that'  would 
allow  them  to  sanction  the  necessary  taxes. 

(k)  This  did  not  meet  with  the  views  of  the  ofl&cials,  who  declared  that  every  day's 
delay  in  the  construction  of  the  drainage  works  was  a  crime. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  presented  himself  personally  at  the  sitting  of  the 
Council  held  on  the  7th  June,  and  said  that  any  further  delay  in  the  consideration 
of  the  Draft  Ordinance  for  increasing  the  Revenue  of  the  Island  would  be  taken  by 
the  Government  as  a  refusal  to  grant  the  necessary  funds  to  enable  the  carrying  out 
of  the  drainage  scheme,  and  that  steps  would  be  taken  to  carry  out  the  scheme  by  an 
appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

(l)  The  next  sitting  of  the  Council  was  allotted,  according  to  our  standing  rules, 
to  the  business  that  would  have  been  brought  forward  by  the  elected  members ;  but 
the  ofl&cials  were  eager  to  push  on  the  Ordinance  relative  to  taxes,  and  the  Elected 
Bench  having  made  opposition  to  their  demand,  on  the  twelfth  sitting,  a  Minute  from 
His  Excellency  the  Governor  was  laid  on  the  Council  Table  to  the  eflfect  that  the 
Government  considered  the  carrying  out  of  the  drainage  scheme  as  refused.  Con- 
sequently, the  Ordinance  concerning  the  taxes  was  withdrawn,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Council,  in  opposition  to  the  most  elementary  principles,  and  in  opposition  to 
our  standing  rules. 

3.  These  are  the  facts.  It  is  clear  that  the  Elected  Bench  desired  to  make  an 
exception  to  the  rule  of  "  No  taxes  "  in  consideration  of  the  urgency  of  the  drainage 
works,  but  at  the  same  time  they  did  not  like  to  break  their  promise  to  the  electors, 
and  wished  to  have  an  opportunity  to  ask  their  consent.  We  are  at  a  loss  to  under- 
stand why  the  Government  objected  that  the  Elected  Bench  should  study  by  what 
means  the  drainage  works  were  to  be  defrayed  and  what  taxes  would  be  less  onerous 
and  odious  to  the  population,  and  why  the  Government  objected  that  the  elected 
meinlbers  should  constitutionally  solicit  the  consent  of  their  constitutents  before  voting 
additional  taxes  in  opposition  to  their  programme. 

The  necessity  of  studying  a  question  before  deciding  it  is  so  natural,  as  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  Govenmient  to  allow  time  enough  for  that  purpose  is  monstrous. 

The  scrupulous  adherence  of  the  elected  members  to  their  programme  is  not  a 
matter  lihat  deserves  punishment. 

4.  What  can,  therefore,  be  the  object  of  the  Maltese  ofl&cials  to  treat  so  harshly 
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this  Elected  Eeiich  only  because  they  have  strictly  and  honestly  adhered  to  their 
pr(^ramme? 

'' .  The  Officials  in  Council  etated  that  their  reason  for  pushing  on  a  decision  on  the 
drainage  question  was  the  urgency  of  the  drainage  works,  but  this  cannot  be  truiBf. 

Foremost  of  all,  the  drainage  scheme  was  spoken  of  ten  years  ago,  and  if  it  was 
never  proposed  to  the  Council  during  this  long  period,  till  1898,  it  was  the  Govern- 
ment's fault;  so  that,  if  every  day's  delay  in  the  construction  of  the  drainage  is  con- 
sidered a  crime — as  the  local  officials  declared — ^the  Government  is  responsible  for 
innumerable  crimes. 

But,  without  going  so  far  as  ten  years  back,  we  have  ahready  stated  that  on  the 
23rd  November,  1898,  a  sub-committee  of  the  Council  was  appointed  to  study  the 
means  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  drainage.  That  Commattee  was  actively  going 
oDk  with  its  work  when  a  dissolution  of  the  Council  put  a  stop  to  its  labours.  It  cannot 
be  said  that  the  Elected  Bench  had  any  fault  in  the  delay  caused  by  this  dissolution, 
and  it  is  quite  evident  that  such  delay  is  entirely  due  to  the  Government. 

Moreover,  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Government  to  push  on  the  general  elections 
soon  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Council,  but  the  Government,  contrary  to  all  verbal 
declarations  made  in  Council  as  to  the  urgency  of  the  drainage  scheme,  retarded  the 
general  elections  for  the  full  period  granted  by  law. 

While  the  Government,  without  the  shadow  of  any  justifying  cause  loses  so 
much  time,  to  the  elected  members  are  denied  few  weeks,  firstly,  to  study  the  question, 
of  ways  and  means,  and,  secondly,  to  ask,  constitutionally,  the  electors'  consent  to  pass 
a  temporary  tax  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  drainage  scheme. 

5.  If  this  conduct  of  the  elected  members  deserves  punishment,  may  we  ask 
wlkat  punishment  do  the  officials  of  the  Government  deserve,  who,  not  only  postponed 
for  ten  years  the  construction  of  the  drainage,  but  put  it  off  at  a  time  when  there  was 
in  th«  Exchequer  money  available  for  the  purpose?  No,  they  preferred  embarking 
into  dangerous  speculations — such  as  the  one  for  the  electric  light  and  extension  erf 
the  railway — or  ia  worfcs  of  minor  importance,  and  the  increasing  of  salaries  and  new 
appointments.  In  these  ten  years  the  permanent  annual  expenditure  was  augmented 
by  more  than  £30,000,  but  not  one  farthing  was  applied  for  the  completion  of  a  work, 
whioh  i&.  now  declared  by  the  Government  as  the  most  important  of  all. 

6.  The  Government  officials  try  to  shake  off  all  responsibility  in  money  matters- 
by  saying  that  it  is  the  Council  that  voted  the  money  spent.  But  this  plea  does  not 
justify  the  conduct  of  the  Government,  who  have  the  exclusive  right  of  proposing 
money  votes,  and  under  whom  there  is  a  financial  officer.  Therefore,  without  investi- 
gating by  what  means  certain  votes  were  got  by  the  Government  (a  fact  well  known 
to  the  Maltese),  we  cannot  but  deprecate  the  conduct  of  the  Government  in  postooning 
works  of  absolute  necessity,  like  the  drainage,  and  giving  preference  to  works  oiminor 
importance  and  to  dangerous  speculations  like  the  installation  of  electric  lights 
railways,  and  the  camber. 

;  7.  Sir,  one  cannot  be  surprised  at  the  reluctance  shown  by  the  people  against 
new  taxes,  when  it  is  known  that  public  money  is  administered  by  officials  who  are 
not  responsible  to  the  tax  payers,  and  do  not  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  public  in 
Malta.  Those  who  wish  to  describe  the  Maltese  as  a  people  unwilling  to  keep  pace 
with  progress  and  refuse  to  levy  taxes  because  they  ignore  the  benefits  of  civilization, 
either  are  ignorant  of  the  true  sentiments  of  the  people,  or  thev  find  it  convenient  for 
their  purpose  to  slander  them.  The  Maltese  well  know  aU  the  benefits  of  progress 
and  are  Keenly  desirous  to  participate  in  them,  and  are  quite  prepared  to  pay  taxes 
to  procure  them ;  but  they  know  equally  well  that  the  first  elbment  of  progress,  and 
the  condition  sine  qua  non  of  it,  is  political  freedom,  and  they  are  sorry  to  have  to 
declare  that  in  a  century  of  British  rule  they  have  constantly  struggled  to  have  the 
free  administration  of  their  local  and  domestic  affairs,  but  they  never  succeeded  in 
their  efforts,  >nd  they  had  always  to  submit  to  a  guardianship  which  is  in  reality  a 
covered  tyranny. 

8.  Addressing  an  Englishman,  and  especially  an  Englishman  in  your  high 
position,  who  possesses  such  brilliant  personal  qualities,  our  language  is  plain.  England 
has  been  the  Apostle  of  freedom  and  progress  to  the  whole  world,  and,  yet,  we,  who 
are  under  the  British  Flag,  only  know  of  all  these  grand  things  as  a  matter  of  tiieory 
and  doctrine.  Our  condition  in  reference  to  freedom  and  progress  is  equal  to  the 
condition  of  an  Esquimaux  who  hears  tiie  description  of  a  magnificent  summer  day  in 
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a  southern  country.    The  description  exhilarates  him,  but  he  does  not  feel  the  bene- 
ficial action  of  the  sun  he  hears  of,  and  his  blood  does  not  get  warm  in  his  veins. 

9.  The  local  ofl&cials,  who  ui^e  the  Grovemment  to  compel  us  to  change  our 
language  of  education,  are  those  same  men  who  suggest  and  insinuate  that  the 
Maltese  should  be  governed  by  Orders  in  Council,  and  be  taxed  also  by  similar  Orders, 
in  spite  of  their  opposition! 

Why? 

Sir,  may  we  point  out  that  the  drainage  question  and  the  taxes  have  in  reality 
been  used  by  the  local  officials  as  a  political  move  to  compromise  the  elected  members 
with  their  constituents,  for,  if  they  opposed  the  taxes  they  would  have  been  held  as 
responsible  for  the  odious  measures  that  the  Imperial  Government  might  enforce,  and 
if  tney  passed  them,  they  would  have  been  accused  of  betraying  their  promise.  But 
the  electors  have  seen  through  this  game  of  the  officials,  who  cannot  get  the  support 
of  the  people  by  Intimate  and  constitutional  means. 

We  have,  &c., 

FORTUNATO  MiZZI. 

S.  Cacsla  ZAMMrr. 
The  Right  Honourable 

Joseph  Chamberlain,  M.P., 

Her  Majestjr's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
&c.,  &c.,  &c. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  4. 


7,  Weymouth  Street,  Portland  Place,  London,  W., 
;Sra,  August  1, 1899. 

We  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  question  of  public  meetings  in  Malta. 
At  the  sitting  of  the  Council  of  Government,  on  the  14th  April,  1898,  an  Ordi- 
nance was  pass^  "to  make   some  provisions  relating  to  Public  Meetings   and 
.  Assemblies/'    It  is  the  Ordinance,  No.  Al.,  of  1898. 

This  Ordinance  was  passed  at  a  time  when  several  seats  of  the  Elected  Bendi 
were  vacant.  At  the  same  sitting  in  which  it  was  passed,  an  elected  member  had  pro- 
posed the  dissolution  of  the  Council,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  expressed  by  all 
the  intelligent  classes  of  the  population,  and  it  was  opposed  by  the  Gk)vemment. 
Moreover,  the  Ordinance  was  passed  when  only  four  members  of  the  Elected  Bench 
were  present,  three  of  them  being  unofficial  members  of  the  Executive  Council,  and 
the  third  reading  of  that  Ordinance  took  place  on  the  same  day  in  which  it  passed  in 
-Committee,  and  such  procedure  is  contrary  to  Article  22  of  the  Standing  Rules  of  the 
Council,  and  to  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  same. 

2.  That  Ordinance  abolishes  altogether  the  right  of  making  demonstrations  and 
political  processions  of  any  kind,  in  any  inhabited  place  (Article  8). 

3.  It  purports  to  regulate — ^but  it  really  indirectiy  abolishes — the  rights  of 
public  meetings,  by  rendering  them  impossible  for  their  purpose;  and  this  it  does  by 

.  several  dispositions  to  that  effect. 

We  beg  to  point  out  some  of  those  dispositions. 

4.  Article  3  of  that  Ordinance  enacts  that  the  promoter  of  the  meeting  should 
;give  notice  to  the  Polictf  of  the  place  of  the  meeting,  and  Article  6  gives  the  power  to 

the  Superintendent  of  Police  to  prohibit  the  meeting  in  the  indicated  place,  and  to  fix 
^e  place  where  it  should  be  held. 

It  is  quite  clear  that  Article  6  is  meant  to  give  the  Police  efficient  means  to  im- 
pede, indirectly,  any  such  meeting  as  would  please  the  Grovemment  to  impede,  by 
indicating  any  distant,  or  otherwise  objectionable,  place. 

5.  Moreover,  the  said  Article  3  enacts  that  the  promoter  of  the  meeting  shall 
state  the  day  and  hour  of  such  meeting,  and  Article  14,  No.  1,  g[ives  power  to  the 
Pdice  to  dissolve  the  meeting,  if  the  promoter  does  not  present  himself 

It  is  manifest  that  these  articles  are  intended  to  impede  indirectiy  any  meeting, 
for  nobody  is  expected  to  abandon  his  business  and  go  to  a  meeting,  however  impor- 
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tant  its  object  may  be,  when  he  knows  that  if  the  promoter  does  not  present  himself 
at  the  prescribed  hour,  thp  meeting  shall  not  take  place. 

6.  Article  3  enacts  also  that  the  promotor  must  give  notice  to  the  Police  whether 
the  object  of  the  meeting  be  a  conference,  a  public  discussion,  or  the  election  of  a  can- 
didate to  be  elected  as  Member  of  the  Council  of  Government;  and  Article  12  enacts 
that  the  promoter  shall  be  bound  to  maintain  the  character  of  the  meeting  as  specified 
in  that  notice* 

These  provisions  are  very  captious.  No  provision  is  made  for  the  case  of  infring- 
ment  of  these  dispositions  of  the  law ;  it  is  not  said  (nor  could  it  be  reasonably  said) 
who  is  to  call  to  order  the  people  assembled  in  case  they  do  not  maintain  the  character 
of  the  meeting,  and  it  is  not  said  who  is  to  decide  whether  the  character  of  the  meet- 
ing is  maintained  or  not,  in  case  of  contention.  However,  to  any  opponent  to  the 
meeting  is  given  the  right  to  protest  in  case  he  thinks  the  character  ot  the  meeting  is 
not  maintained,  and  the  people  assembled  have  a  right  to  pretend  that  they  are  in 
order  if  they  think  they  are.  The  upshot  of  this  law  cannot,  therefore,  be  otner  than 
to  produce  conflicts,  with  more  or  less  fatal  effects. 

These  dispositions  are,  therefore,  to  the  effect  of  rendering  dangerous  the  meeting 
and  of  deterring  law-abidmg  citizens  to  take  part  in  them,  or,  what  is  worse,  to 
promote  them. 

7.  Article  14,  No.  2,  enacts  that  the  Police  may  dissolve  a  public  meeting  *  if 
public  demonstrations  of  discontent  against  the  Government,  or  seditious  cries,  consti- 
tttting  offences  against  the  safety  of  the  Government  or  against  public  tranquility,  shall 
occur  to  be  uttered.'' 

Any  opponent  to  the  meeting,  either  by  his  own  will  or  at  the  instigation  of  the 
Government,  may  cause  the  meetmg  to  be  dissolved.  In  fact,  few  cries  of  the  nature 
described  in  that  section  of  the  Ordmance  would  have  that  effect,  whilst  the  only  just 
consequence  should  be  the  arrest  of  the  disturbers.  Now,  under  such  dispositions  of 
the  law  no  one  would  attend  a  meeting,  and  much  less  would  promote  it,  and  the  law 
that  purports  to  regulate  meetings,  in  fact  abolishes  them  altogether. 

8.  Article  8  prohibits  to  proceed  to  a  public  meeting,  or  to  return  therefrcwn,  in 
procession,  in  any  inhabited  place. 

This  article,  not  only  abolishes  altogether  the  right  of  making  political  demon- 
strations, as  stated  in  section  2,  but  contributes  also  iadirectly  to  the  prohibition  of 
meeting,  for  it  is  impossible  for  a  good  number  of  persons  not  to  move  together  after 
a  meetmg,  and  by  so  doing  they  incur  the  risk  of  oeing  prosecuted,  and,  eventually, 
condemned  to  imprisonment  (Article  13). 

9.  The  importance  of  public  meetings  depends  entirely  on  the  number  and 
qttahty  of  persons  that  take  part  in  it;  no  attendance,  or  a  scanty  attendance  is  a 
failure. 

Now,  the  new  laws  purporting  to  regulate  the  meetings,  being  such  as  to  deter 
the  public  from  attending  them,  everybody  can  see  how  difficult  it  must  seem  to  any 
person  to  promote  one,  with  any  chance  of  success.  Consequently,  no  one  will  expose 
nimself  to  ridicule  by  promoting  a  meetiag  with  every  probability  of  a  failure!  So 
this  law  attains  its  iadirect  end  of  prohibiting  meetings  also  by  discouraging  politicians 
from  promoting  any.  Without  a  promoter  a  meeting  being  impossible  (Article  2 
and  14,  No.  1),  the  effect  is  that  meetings  are  virtually  prohibited. 

10.  We  omit  further  remarks ;  these  sufficiently  show  how  Malta  is  deprived  of 
the  benefit  of  English  political  freedom,  and  you  may  easily  understand  how  the  feel- 
ing of  the  Maltese  are  hurt  by  finding  themselves  so  arbitrarily  governed  imder  the 
British  Flag. 

11.  You  might  have  been  led  to  suppose  that  some  infringement  of  the  law  had 
justified  such  proceeding,  but  it  is  not  so.  The  most  crowded  demonstrations  and 
meetings  have  been  held  in  Malta,  and  to  give  you  proofs  of  the  order  with  which  they 
were  conducted,  we  have  only  to  beg  you  to  request  our  Local  Government  to  state 
what  le^  proceedings  have  been  taken,  and  for  what  offences,  in  consequence  of  each 
meeting  and  demonstration  held  during  the  last  25  years ;  or,  if  you  prefer,  from  the 
beginnmg  of  this  century.  Such  statement  would  show  whether  the  Maltese  ever 
deserved  to  be  deprived  of  what,  according  to  British  principles,  is  a  political  right  of 
British  subjects. 

12.  Althou^  the  Maltese  have  always  conduoted  their  meetings  with  order  and 
dignity,  yet,  the  FoUce  have,  once,  created  disturbances  and  shed  blood,  by  order  of 
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the  ofi&eiais  of  the  Local  Groyernment.      This  c&turbance  was  created,  evidently,  tw 
furnish  a  pretext  for  the  abolition  of  meetings ;  but  the  Maltese,  who  had  attended'^ 
the  meeting  with  peaceful  intentions,  and  did  in  no  way  foresee  the  cruel  attack 
which  was  prepared  against  them,  surprised  as  they  were,  did  not  oppose  any  xem*. 
tance  or  defence.    This  is  the  reason  why  many  civilians  were  wounded  and  the  Police 
were  not  hurt.    We  aUude  to  the  unglorious  plot  of  the  6th  May,  1891,  which  will 
never  be  forgotten  by  the  Maltese,  who  have  and  will  ever  have  before  their  eyes  the^ 
demeanour  of  that  high  official,  who  appeared  at  the  Palace  balcony  laughing  at  the 
execution  of  orders  for  which  he  was  responsible.    That  official  still  holds  his  seat  in 
the  Government,  because  the  Maltese  constitution  does  not  give  the  power  to  the' 
people  of  removing  Ministers,  not  even  when  Ministers  become  guilty  of  so  cruel  an 
act. 

13.  The  fact  is,  that  the  forbearance  displayed  by  the  Maltese  on  that  imglorious ; 
day  was  providential.    Had  the  people  retaliated  on  that  day,  the  consequences  would 
have  been  most  disastrous  and  deplorable.      Meanwhile,  uie  attempt  of  creating  a  > 
pretext  for  the  abolition  of  meetings  having  proved  a  failure,  even  under  such  trymg 
circumstances,  the  fact  proved  at  l3ie  same  time  how  unjust  is  the  curtailment  of  tlie 
r^t  of  meetings  and  how  brutally  the  Maltese  are  governed  by  the  local  officials. 

14.  Another  attempt  was  made  to  create  disturbances  at  a  meeting  in  1894 . 
The  Police,  in  consequence  of  this  attempt,  charged  a  certain  Giuseppe  Terribile  with 
the  crime  of  "  having  incited  a  concourse  of  peopfe,  to  the  nimiber  of  ten  or  more,  with . 
the  object  of  committing  a  crime  " ;  but  it  was  proved  that  nothing  of  the  kind  ha4 
ha{)pened,  and  the  Court  dismissed  the  accused.    In  fact,  there  had  been  only  a  yeiy 
limited  provocation,  and  with  no  effects  whatever  of  any  importance. 

From  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  especially  because  some  of  the  persons 
implicated  in  it  were  notoriously  connected  with  the  Police,  and  because  money  was  . 
given  to  persons  who  caused  the  provocation  by  a  person  who  could  not  be  lavish  of 
money,  the  rumour  was  spread  amongst  the  public  that  also  those  disturbances  were . 
provoked  by  the  Police ;  but  in  stating  this  fact  we  do  not  intend  to  assert  that  the 
public  appreciation  was  correct. 

15.  As  we  have  already  had  the  honour  to  state  in  the  first  paragraph,  the  meetr 
ing  Ordiaance  was  passed  with  the  concurrence  of  only  four,  out  of  the  fourteen  elected 
members,  three  of  the  four  being  unofficial  members  of  the  Executive  Coimcil,  who 
are  considered,  imder  the  present  constitution,  as  Government  employes. 

The  fact  that  not  one  of  those  four  elected  members  who  voted  that  Ordinance 
was  returned  at  the  next  general  election,  speaks  for  itself,  and  shows  the  disapproval 
with  which  the  Ordinance  was  received  by  the  public. 

16.  Soon  after  liie  general  election  a  law  was  passed,  by  the  vote  of  all  the 
elected  members,  for  the  abolition  of  that  Ordinance — ^in  accordance  with  their 
political  programme. 

However,  His  Excellency  Grovemor  Fremantle  vetoed  that  law. 

17.  Since  that  time  the  Council  was  dissolved,  and  the  new  elected  members 
have  proposed  once  more  a  law  for  the  abrogation  of  the  meeting  Ordinance.  The 
propoWiI  is  now  before  the  Council,  and  we  beg  you  to  direct  that  the  action  of  the 
Coimcil  be  left  free  and  that  the  right  of  "  veto  "  vested  in  the  Governor  be  not  used 
so  unconstitutionally  as  to  impede  legislation  tending  to  secure  the  right  of  meeting  to 
British  subjects. 

Feeling  confident  that  you  wiQ  accede  to  our  representation,  we  have  the  honour 
to  remain, 

Yours,  &c., 

K^  ;  FORTUNATO  MiZZI. 

^  •'  S.  CAcmA  Zammti, 

Elected  Members  of  the  Council  of 
Gk)vemment  of  Malta. 
The  Rijfht  Honourable 

Joseph  Chamberlain,  M.P., 

Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 

ifec,  &c.,  &c.  J 
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No.  5. 
.  vlAcnNo    GovERNOB  Lieutenant-Genebal  OWEN  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  August  25,  1899.) 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  August  19,  1899. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  your  information,  the  translation  of  a  letter 
which  has  appeared  in  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta  "  over  the  signature  of  Dr.  Fortunato 
Mizzi^  wherein  he  gives  an  account  of  his  "  mission ''  to  the  United  Kii^dom,  and  of 
his  interview  with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  on  Maltese  affairs. 
2.     I  may  add  that  Dr.  Mizzi  returned  to  Malta  on  the  14th  instant. 

I  have,  &c., 

JOHN  F.OWEN, 

Deputy  Governor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  5. 
(Translation.) 

To  the  Honourable  Members  of  the  C!ouncil  of  Government  and  Dr.  Oreste  Grech 
Mifsud,  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Advocates  and  Chairman  of  the  Meeting 
held  by  the  Legal  Bodies. 

Dearest  Friends, 

On  the  31st  Jlily  last  I  telegraphed  to  the  Honourable  Dr.  lAndrea  Pullicino 
as  follows : — ''  Inform  Oreste  Minister  mterviewed,  will  reply  to  me  through  Governor. 
We  start."  I,  in  fact,  left  London  the  day  after  and  arrived  here  yesterday  evening, 
and  to-day  I  set  myself  to  give  you  all  the  information  which  at  this  stage  of  our 
mission  I  am  able  to  furnish.  1  say  "  at  this  stage  of  the  mission,"  because,  as  you 
will  see  later  on,  the  mission  has  not  as  yet  been  concluded. 

The  Honourable  Cachia  Zammit  and  I  ,left  Malta  on  the  1st  Hay  and  reached 
London  almost  simultaneously,  I  having  arrived  there  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  and 
he  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  May. 

We  were  a  little  disappointed  at  not  finding  in  London  our  friend,  Dr.  Mattel, 
who  was  at  Genoa,  on  important  business.  He  reached  London  about  a  week  after 
our  arrival. 

As  soon  as  we  arrived  in  London  our  first  care  was  to  take  notice  of  all  that  would 
have  been  published  in  the  newspapers  on  the  Maltese  questions ;  and  you  will  have 
seen  that  we  have  replied  to  several  attacks  made,  and  that  there  were  some  papers 
that  have  to  some  extent  taken  our  defence. 

We  have  also  endeavoured  to  make  the  acquaintance  and  obtain  the  advice  of 

gersons  oi  experience  and  respectability,  and,  in  fact,  when,  about  the  i5th  May,  we 
ad  approached  a  certain  gentleman,  we  were  advised  to  put  in  wrifing  and  explain 
the  object  for  which  we  had  applied  to  him.  We  understood  then  the  necessity  of 
our  drawing  up  immediately  a  report  on  the  two  chief  points  at  issue,  viz.,  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  Language  Question,  because  we  considered  that  tHe  Secretary  of 
State  for  ;the  Colonies  would  also  have  required  information  as  to  Uie  object  for  which 
we  would  have  asked  him  an  interview  before  granting  it  to  us. 

We,  therelore,  set  ourselves  to  work  at  once,  which  task^appeared  to  us  verv  easy 
to  carry  out.  We  had  so  many  things  to  say  that,  no  doubrt,  the  pen  would  have 
easily  covered  many  sheets  of  paper  with  close  writing. 

The  report,  in  fact,  drawn  up  in  ItaUan*,  was  ready  in  a  few  days,  and  it  only 
required  to  be  translated. 

But  it  was  a  volume!  Dr.  Mattei,  whilst  approving  the  contents  tfiereof,  tried 
to  make  us  understand  that  in  London  no  one  would  read  such  a  voluminous  reporti' 
and  tJiat  it  was  necessary  to  omit  many  thin^  which  might  appear  of  secondary 
importance,  and  to  try  and  condense  as  much  as  possible  the  moat  important  ones. 
And  here  arose  the  first  difficulty.    By  this  time,  dear  friends,  you  wiU  nave  read  our 
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report,  and  you  will  have  a  thousand  times  exclaimed,  ''  But  here  they  should  hare 
added  this  I    But  there  they  should  not  have  omitted  thatl'' 

Ytou  are  right ;  I  have  also  deplored  so  many  omissions,  but  you  should  underr 
stand  that  the  most  important  thing  was  to  have  the  little  read,  and  not  to  write  many 
things  uselessly. 

What  I  have  to  say  on  the  subject  is  that  the  task  of  the  abridgement  and  the 
other  no  less  trying  work  of  translating  took  us  several  days,  and  it  was  only  on  the 
19th  June  thait  we  could  deliver  the  writing  to  the  printer. 

The  printing. work  took  also  some  time,  and  we  were  not  able,  before  tEe  8th  July, 
to  send  a  copy  ofthe  Memorandum  to  the  Eight  Honourable  Lord  Salisbury  and  three 
copies  to  the  B^ht  Honourable  Mr.  Chamberlain,  requesting  at  the  same  time  an 
interview  from  lx)th. 

Lord  Salisbury  replied  that  the  matters  contained  in  the  Memorandum  were  of 
the  exclusive  competence  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and  that  therefore 
an  interview  with  him  was  not  necessary. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  replied  that  he  would  have  received  us  with  pleasure  on  the 
28th  July,  at  one  o'clock,  but,  later  on,  owing  to  parliamentary  business,  he  put  o£E 
the  interview  to  Monday,  the  31st  July. 

On  that  day,  at  the  appointed  hour,  we  were  introduced  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies ;  he  was  standing  near  his  desk ;  three  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
Colonial  Ofl&ce  were  with  him,  and  a  shorthand-writer  was  in  attendance,  to  taJce  notes 
of  the  whole  conversation. 

The  reception  was  a  courteous  one ;  Mr.  Chamberlain  made  a  sign  to  us  to  take 
our  seats,  and  he  took  his.  His  look  was  rather  a  stem  one,  but  he  was  polite  in  his 
deportment. 

He  made  a  sign  to  us  to  submit  our  grievances,  and  we  availed  ourselves  of  his 
permission  to  speaJc,  in  the  first  place,  with  reference  to  the  Constitution,  and  in  the 
second  place,  on  the  Language  question. 

With  reference  to  our  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain deplored  the  conduct  of  the  elected  members  of  the  Council  of  Government  and 
used  some  strong  language.  He  afterwards  said  that  he  did  not  intend  to  decide 
then  the  questions  laid  before  him,  but  he  wished  to  say  what  in  that  moment  it 
seemed  to  him  he  could  say  with  reference  to  the  Constitution  and  to  the  Language 
question ;  and,  after  stating  his  views,  he  said  that  that  was  not  a  definite  reply,  but 
tnat  he  would  give  us  a  reply  later  on  through  the  Governor. 

We  asked  him  to  permit  us  to  give  some  explanations  in  regard  to  .the  points 
to  which  he  had  referred,  and  he  allowed  us  to  do  so.  We  submitted  to  him  several 
remarks ;  seeing,  however,  that  we  were  detaining  him  too  much,  and  as  we  had  still 
much  to  say,  we  concluded  more  or  less  in  these  terms: — " Sir,  we  know  very  weU 
how  precious  your  time  is,  and  we  would  not  abuse  of  your  kindness.  We  Jliave, 
however,  many  things  to  say  on  the  different  questions  which  have  been  touched  upon, 
and,  in  order  not  to  detain  you  any  longer,  we  would  request  to  be  ^allowed  to  submit 
our  reasons  in  writing.  We  have  already  two  reports  to  present  to  you,  and,  with 
your  permission,  we  shall  present  them  to-morrow.  But  we  have  other  matters  to 
refer  to,  and,  later  on  we  shall  send  in  another  report.* 

He  kindly  complied  with  our  request,  and  added: — ^  I  shall  make  it  a  point  not 
to  reply  to  your  first  report  before  receiving  the  other  reports,  because  I  do  not  wish 
to  come  to  a  decision  before  I  have  before  me  all  the  required  information." 

We  thanked  him  and  expressed  to  him  our  satisfaction.  At  the  same  time  we 
told  him  that  we  would  have  prepared  the  other  report  after  our  return  to  Malta,  and 
so  we  would  have  delayed  its  transmission  a  little.  He  replied  that  that  did  not 
matter. 

And  we  took  our  leave. 

Having  mentioned  the  stem  mien  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  we  feel  bound  to  add 
that  this  sternness  did  not  continue  to  the  end  of  the  conversation. 

On  the  following  day  we  sent  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  the  two  reports  which  we  had 
promised  to  him,  and  as  soon  as  we  arrive  in  Malta  we  shall  take  up  the  preparation 
of  the  other  report. 

However,  dear  friends,  as  you  can  well  see  for  yourselves,  our  mission  has  not  yet 
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come  to  an  end,  and  the  rules  of  good  breeding  do  not  allow  us  to  publish  the  report 
of  the  1st  August  and  the  other  report,  which  is  stiU  to  be  prepared,  beforb  we  have 
received  an  answer  thereto.  It  is  for  the  same  reason  that  I  have  withheld  all  infor- 
mation as  to  what  has  passed  between  us  and  the  Secretary  of  State ;  but  have  patience 
for  a  few  days  more,  and  all  will  then  be  known  to  you. 

As  to  the  final  issue,  you  can  see  very  well,  that  it  is  not  even  yet  known  to  us, 
and  the  Secretary  of  State,  before  taking  a  decision  wishes  to  see  a  report  oi  all  that 
we  have  to  say.    I  will  not,  therefore,  venture  on  a  forecast. 

Before  laying  down  my  pen,  allow  me,  dear  friends,  to  tell  you  that  we  are  much 
to  blame  for  the  position  we  are  in.  You  must  know  that  in  London,  and  probably 
all  over  England,  public  opinion  is  poisoned  against  us  by  the  continuous  calumnies 
published  in  the  papers,  to  which  no  one  has  ever  yet  thought  of  answering  in  the 
English  press.  We  only  content  ourselves  of  answering  them  in  the  local  papers. 
But  those  papers  are  only  good  to  instruct  our  people,  and  not  to  defend  us  in  those 
places  in  which  the  calunmy  will  have  been  spread.  Those  that  moved  by  personal 
interest  urge  the  English  Government  to  treat  us  as  it  does,  and  to  impose  on  us  the 
English  languagfe,  must,  first  of  all,  try  and  persuade  the  authorities  in  London  of  the 
reasonableness  of  their  proposals,  for,  though  their  proposals  might  be  welcome  and 
consequently  easily  accepted,  still,  the  Government  would  not  accept  them  in  the  face 
of  an  opposition  from  Malta,  if  they  did  not  appear  necessary  and  based  on  convincing 
reasons.  Now,  the  reasons  hitherto  given  are  a  mass  of  calumnies.  It  has  been  said, 
amongst  other  things,  that  the  higher  classes  of  the  Maltese  do  not  want  the  English 
lan^age  because  they  fear  lest  the  English  should  show  the  people  that  they  are 

Eaymg  the  tax  on  wheat  to  the  benefit  of  the  well-to-do,  who  pay  no  taxes.  It  has 
een  said  that  the  Priests  and  the  Church,  who  are  very  rich,  are  against  the  English 
language  for  the  same  reason,  because  they  wish  to  keep  the  people  in  ignorance.  It 
has  been  said  that  the  Magistrates  are  ferocious  in  passing  sentence  on  Englishmen 
and  very  mild  in  passing  sentence  on  Maltese.  Similar  statements,  and  others,  still 
worse,  are  often  published  and  pass  uncontradicted,  as  if  they  were  truth  itself;  in 
this  way  public  opinion  has  been  formed,  and  to  alter  that  opinion  immense  efforts  are 
to  be  made. 

Meanwhile,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  English  press  and  answer 
all  its  attacks  for  another  reason ;  that  is,  when  it  becomes  necessary  to  take  action, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  present  mission,  immense  difficulties  have  to  be  encountered  in 
trying  to  answer  at  one  time  the  attacks  of  many  years,  for  the  papers  will  not  accept 
long  articles,  and  when  such  articles  are  accepted  nobody  will  read  them.  We  must 
write  briefly,  but  we  must  write  every  time  we  are  calumniated ;  it  is  in  this  way  that 
we  shall  smash  the  teeth  of  this  viper,  so  often  used  by  our  enemies. 

If,  therefore,  the  Maltese  are  desirous  to  maintain  themselves  in  the  political 
situation  in  which  they  ought  to  stand,  they  should  stick  to  the  following  principles : — 

1.  They  should  briefly  answer  the  attacks  which  appear  in  the  English  papers. 

2.  They  should  keep  the  Secretary  of  State  informed  of  our  affairs,  in  order  to 
check  the  enects  of  unjust  oflGicial  information,  like  the  Fremantle  despatch,  Decem- 
ber 29, 1898. 

3.  They  should  keep  the  Members  of  Parliament  informed  of  our  affairs,  for- 
warding to  them  all  correqDondence  that  may  have  passed  with  the  Secretary  of  State, 
when  such  correspondence  shall  have  come  to  an  end. 

An  this  is  absolutely  necessary. 

I  beg  you  will  kindly  publish  the  foregoing  for  the  information  of  the  Maltese 
people. 

Aw.  Fort.  Mizzi. 
Marseilles,  August  5,  1899. 


No.  6. 

Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  October  11, 1899.) 

Sir,  The  Palace,  Valletta;,  October  6,  1899. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  in  original  (copy  retained),  a  com- 
munication addressed  to  you  by  Dr.  F.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  S.  Cachia  Zammit,  as  a  continua- 
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tion  of  an  expression  of  their  views  on  matters  which  were  the  subject  of  the  interview 
you  granted  to  them  on  the  31st  July  last. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  6. 


Sm,  Malta,  September  30,  1899. 

Availing  ourselves  of  the  kind  permission  given  us  by  you  to  submit,  in  writing, 
our  observations  on  the  several  points  raised  at  the  interview  granted  by  you  on  the 
31st  July  last,  we  think  it  necessary  to  answer,  item  by  item,  aU  the  accusations  made 
against  the  Elective  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government  by  the  late  Governor  of 
Malta,  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle,  with  his  despatch  of  the  29th  December,  1898,  on  the 
eve  of  his  departure,  after  five  years  of  office.  But,  as  in  that  despatch  there  are  points 
that  deserve  a  special  and  detailed  examination,  viz.,  those  concerning  the  Language 
and  the  Educational  question,  the  Constitution  of  the  Government  of  Malta,  and  the 
Forni  Exchange  and  the  new  Hospital,  we  shall  treat  those  subjects  in  separate  reports, 
and  limit  ourselves  in  this  letter  to  the  questions  of  minor  importance. 

2.  In  section  4  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle  says  that,  during  the  Legislature  1895-98, 
''the  unofficial  members  of  the  Executive  Council  have  generally  been  exposed  to 
scorn  and  derision  by  the  press,  which,  in  Malta,  is  often  engaged  in  opposing  measures 
of  reform  and  progress";  and,  in  section  5,  he  goes  on  to  say  that,  ^'Gentlemen  of 
suitable  position  and  qualffications  are  deterred  from  standing  for  the  Council  by  their 
dislike  to  undergo  the  abuse  and  obloquy,  with  which  they  are  often  assailed.'' 

.  These  statements  are  a  further  evidence — ^if  any  is  required — of  the  misappre- 
ciation  of  local  poUtics  on  the  part  of  Military  Governors. 

We  are  not  going  to  criticise  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle's  dictionary,  for  every  one  knows 
that  it  is  a  military  dictionary,  and  every  one  will  understand  that "  useful  legislation  " 
means  a  legislation  that  curtails  the  civil  rights  of  the  population  in  favour  of 
militarism ;  "  reform  and  progress ''  mean  the  reduction  of  Malta  to  tEe  condition  of 
Gibraltar,  and  so  on ;  but  what  we  assimie  to  demonstrate  as  being  a  false  appreciation 
of  facts,  is  the  assertion  that  gentlemen  of  suitable  position  are  deterred  from  standing 
for  the  Council  by  the  obloauy  of  the  press.  It  is  clear  that  the  late  Governor  assumes 
that  many  persons  of  the  nigher  class  would  be  prepared  to  assist  the  Government 
in  their  policy  if  the  press  did  not  deter  them. 

Before  aU,  we  have  to  confirm  the  fact  that  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  of  that 
kind  refuse  to  stand  for  the  Council.  That  is  quite  true  and  deplorable,  "but  it  is  not 
due  to  the  press. 

In  fact.  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle's  appreciation  makes  people  doubt  whether  he,  during 
his  very  long  period  of  Governorship  in  Malta,  has  ever  noted  the  fact  that  in  Malta 
there  is  a  ckily — daily,  we  mean — ^press  that  is  always  extolling  to  the  skies  those 
who  uphold  the  Government  policy  and  always  criticising  the  Opposition  and  its 
leaders.  If  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle  ever  succeeded  to  be  aware  of  this  daily  fact,  if  he 
Imew  that  the  so-called  "  Government  Party  Press  "  goes  so  far  as  to  calumniate  people 
only  because  they  oppose  the  Government  in  their  usurpation  of  the  civil  rights  of  the 
Maltese,  he  should  have  argued  that,  if  one  section  of  the  press  criticises  the  action  of 
the  Elected  Members  when  they  sacrifice  the  interests  of  tne  people  to  the  exorbitant 
nilitary  pretensions,  another  section  of  the  press  is  always  ready  to  applaud  them  and 
to  shower  praises  on  them,  and  vice  versd.  Conseauently,  it  should  have  dawned  on 
the  late  Governor,  after  five  years  of  office,  that  this  counterbalance  of  praises  and 
criticism  on  the  part  of  the  press  neutralises  the  effect;  so  that  the  phenomenon  of 
the  abstention  of  well-qualified  citizens  from  the  Council  cannot  be  accounted  to  the 

?ress,  except  in  case  the  late  Governor  himself  admits  that  the  so-called  "  Government 
^arty  Press  "  is  absolutely  deprived  of  any  influence  whatsoever,  and  that  the  indepen- 
dent press  is  the  true  and  faithful  expression  of  public  opinion.  But  if  the  late 
Governor  admits  this,  his  case  is  more  ruined  still. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  not  only  the  Government  dispose  of  a  section  of  the  press  to 
counterbalance  die  effect  of  the  other  section  and  to  favour  those  who  would  be  willing 
to  uphold  the  Government,  but  they  dispose  largely  of  many  other  inducements,  and 
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are  in  no  way  scrupulous  in  making  use  of  them.  Consequently,  if  there  were  in  Malta 
a  number  of  persons  of  standing  and  qualifications  who  could  in  conscience  uphold 
the  Government  policy ^  these  persons  would  not  keep  away  from  the  Council  on  account 
of  the  alleged  "obloquy  "  of  the  press,  but,  finding  their  interests  quite  in  accordance 
with  their  conscience,  they  would  most  willingly  stand  for  the  Council 

These  few  conclusive  and  self-evident  considerations  show  above  the  possibility 
of  a  doubt  how  erroneous  is  this  first  appreciation  of  Sir.  A.  L.  Fremantle. 

Now,  having  admitted  the  fact  that  many  persons  keep  away  from  the  Council 
notwithstanding  their  fitness  to  that  place,  we  must  show  the  true  reason  of  tiiis 
abstention,  so  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  community. 

This  reason  is  precisely  the  form  of  Government  with  which  the  Elected  Members 
have  to  deal,  and,  more  especially,  the  aggressive  policy  of  this  Grovemment. 

At  the  head  of  the  Government  we  have  a  military  high  officer,  who  knows 
nothing,  at  least  in  practice,  of  the  exigencies  of  a  civil  population.  Accustomed  to 
give  peremptory  orders  to  his  soldiers,  he  cannot  bear  any  criticism,  even  in  civil 
affairs. 

After  the  Governor  comes  an  official  permanent  element,  which,  although  paid 
out  of  the  mone^  of  the  Maltese,  have  no  responsibility  towards  those  who  pay  them, 
and  depend  entirely  on  the  Governor.  The  Maltese  have  only  to  tJ&ank  God  when 
these  officials  limit  their  activity  to  obey  superior  orders,  without  profiting  of  their 
position  to  boast  an  extra  zeal  in  favour  of  exorbitant  pretensions  of  inilitarism, 
aiming  to  promotions  and  decorations. 

With  these  elements  the  Elected  Member  of  the  Council  of  Government  has 
constantly  to  contend,  if  he  wishes  to  perform  his  duties,  because  the  Government 
policy,  instead  of  compenetrating  the  Maltese  and  the  Imperial  interests,  bias  created 
an  incessant  antagonism. 

Now,  it  is  clear  that  this  prospect  is  not  very  flattering,  and  on  that  account  very 
few  persons  are  willing  to  sacrifice  a  great  part  of  their  time  and  energy,  and  conse- 
quently of  their  interests,  to  undertake  this  unpleasant  task. 

Not  only  this  office  in  itself  is  tiresome  and  detrimental  to  one's  private  affairs, 
but,  to  an  honest  man,  it  is,  generally  speaking,  a  bar  to  promotion  and  employment 
under  the  Government. 

Nor  is  this  all ;  to  those  who  are  resolute  to  do  their  duty  towards  their  country, 
contempt,  and  something  worse  than  contempt,  is  reserved  at  the  hands  of  tlie  Govern- 
ment, and,  should  a  proof  be  required,  there  it  is  in  the  libel  written  against  the 
Elected  Members  by  Sir  A.  L:  Fremantle,  on  the  29th  December,  1898,  the  substance 
of  which  was  published  by  all  the  British  press  with  unflattering  remarks,  and  that 
only  because  the  Elected  Members  refused  to  call "  useful  legislation ''  the  one  intended 
to  impose  a  foreign  language  on  the  people,  and  "  measures  of  reform  and  progress  '* 
those  that  are  intended  to  reduce  Malta  to  a  second  Gibraltar. 

Sir,  these  are  the  reasons  why  several  persons  of  standing  and  qualifications  are 
"  deterred  '*  from  presenting  themselves  to  the  Council.  So  long  as  the  Government 
is  carried  on  by  officials  irresponsible  to  the  people  and  in  duty  bound,  and  by  their 
interests  induced  to  do  what  a  MiUtary  Governor  requires  of  them,  a  very  limited 
niunber  of  honest  citizens  will  be  found  willing  to  compromise  their  own  interests 
and  their  tranquility  of  mind  to  enter  the  Council. 

3.  At  paragraph  6,  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle  says  that  in  the  Elections  of  Septem- 
ber, 1898,  the  former  supporters  of  the  Government  were  defeated,  and  a  Council 
has  been  elected  which  is  held  together  by  opposing  nearljr  every  Government  pro- 
posal, and  by  endeavouruig  to  cancel  and  upset  the  legislation  which  was  passed  by 
the  late  Council. 

It  is  to  us  very  difficult  to  explain  how  the  Government  succeeded  to  procure 
supporters  in  the  Legislature  1895-98,  as  we  are  determined  to  avoid  all  personalities ; 
but  we  can  say  this  much,  that  as  the  Government  dispose  of  the  six  votes  of  the  official 
bench,  they  had  only  to  secure  four  other  votes  to  be  able  to  trample  on  the  popular 
sentiments,  and  these  four  votes  they  succeeded  in  securing  them.  Here,  the  Govern- 
ment, knowing  their  power,  thought  that  prudence  was  a  useless,  nay,  a  troublesome 
virtue,  and,  setting  it  aside,  aimed  only  to  gain  the  greatest  possible  advantage  of  the 
votes  at  his  disposal.  This  brought  public  discontent  to  an  apex,  and  when,  after 
very  long  three  years,  the  Electors  felt  that  they  could  get  rid  of  those  representatives 
who  did  not  answer  their  purpose,  they  elected  candidates  whose  programme  was 
deemed  just  and  patriotic,  and  who  promised  to  better  the  condition  of  the  people. 
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Tte  legislations  which  the  new  elected  bench  wanted  to  cancel  and  upset  were,  one 
relative  to  the  "Education/'  and  the  other  to  the  "Meetings"  questions;  about  the 
former  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  a  separate  report,  and  on  the  latter 
we  have  had  akeady  the  honour  of  writing  to  you,  on  flie  1st  ofAugust  last. 

4.  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle,.  in  section  8,  states  that  the  Government  with  much 
difficulty  got  through  Committee  of  Supply  on  the  Estimates  for  tEe  coming  year. 

There  are  the  debates  to  contradict  this  statement. 

According  to  our  standing  rules,  the  discussion  of  the  general  Estimates  cannot 
begin  before  a  fortnight  after  the  distribution  of  the  Estimates  among  tEe  Members 
of  the  Council.  These  Estimates  were  put  on  the  Council  Table  in  tEe  first  sitting 
of  the  Session,  viz.,  on  the  19th  October,  1898,  and,  consequently,  their  discussion 
began  on  the  2nd  November,  and  in  six  sittings  it  was  completed.  A  large  expendi- 
ture was  taken  into  consideration  in  this  short  period.  Now,  considering  that  several 
of  the  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  were  new  to  the  office,  and  that  at  the  same 
six  sittings  other  business  was  carried  through,  it  cannot  be  said  with  justice  that  the 
Government  got  through  the  Estimates  of  Supply  wi^  great  difficulty. 

Nay,  it  is  to  be  noted,  that,  according  to  our  standing  rules,  the  sittings  of  the 
Council  are  alternatively  allotted  to  Government  .business  and  to  the  discussion  of 
affairs  proposed  by  the  Elected  Members,  and  the  Elected  Members  have  permitted 
in  several  of  their  sittings  that  Government  business  (the  general  Estimates  included) 
be  dealt  with  in  order  to  spare  time. 

The  Government,  however,  had  decided  to  dissolve  the  Council  soon  after  the 
Estimates  were  passed,  and  desired  to  pass  them  in  one  sitting  in  order  to  shut  the 
door  of  the  Council  Room  against  the  face  of  the  new-elected  Members  as  soon  as 
possible.  But  the  Representatives  of  the  people  were  not  bound  to  pass  the  Estimates 
blindly  to  please  the  Gt)vemment. 

5.  In  paragraph  10,  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle  impeaches  the  Elected  Members  for 
having  stopped  the  works  of  a  boat  camber,  and  the  works  for  a  bridge  to  carry  the 
railway  over  a  "  dangerous  "  ( ?)  level  crossing,  and  for  having  stopped  a  vote  for  the 
Birchircara  Railway  Station. 

Indeed,  whoever  reads  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle's  accusation,  must  think  what  sort 
of  Council  is  this  of  Malta,  where  the  Governor  accuses  the  Elected  Members  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  for  not  having  agreed  with  him  in  questions  of  the 
most  municipal  nature. 

It  is  true  that  the  works  alluded  to  were  sanctioned  by  the  preceding  Legislature, 
but  the  money  voted  by  that  Legislature,  in  reference  to  tne  camber,  had  been 
already  spent ;  with  reference  to  the  bridge,  the  works  were  at  their  commencement, 
and  could  be  stopped  without  inconvenience ;  and  with  reference  to  the  Railway 
Station,  they  were  not  begun  at  all. 

Once  that  our  position  in  the  Council  is  attacked  in  such  a  manner  we  are  com- 
pelled to  justify  ourselves  by  entering  into  these  municipal  details. 

In  re  camber,  the  question  was  whether  it  were  expedient  to  spend  more  money 
on  the  same,  and  the  Elected  Members  voted  quod  non.  In  fact,  the  camber  (it  was 
said  to  the  Council)  was  intended  for  a  shelter  to  boats  in  bad  weather.  The  Mole 
had  to  be  cut  through  and  a  bridge  had  to  be  constructed  on  the  opening.  Now,  in 
bad  weather,  the  boats  could  not  pass  under  the  intended  bridge,  and  tnis  was  said 
by  the  Elected  Members.  The  inconvenience  is  so  visible  that  the  Government  could 
not  deny  it,  and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works  proposed  another  scheme,  By 
which  the  Mole  should  remain  divided  in  two  by  the  opening,  without  a  brieve,  and  a 
new  long  road  be  opened  at  the  back  of  the  magazines  that  are  on  the  Mole.  The 
Elected  Members  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  this  expenditure,  as  the  **  reform  "  was 
not  worth  its  cost. 

As  to  the  bridge  in  a  "  dangerous  "  crossing,  it  entails  the  deepening  of  a  long 
way  between  two  rows  of  houses,  which  would  remain  at  a  great  height  on  the  intended 
level  of  the  street,  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  estetic  and  traffic.  It  is  a  proposal 
so  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  ihe  public  of  the  place,  that  the  Representative  of  the 
district,  who  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  electors,  was  blamed  for  having  voted  with 
the  Government  for  the  bridge,  and  his  opponents  tried  to  turn  the  electors  against 
him,  but  his  honesty  in  his  pohtical  conduct  rendered  vain  the  municipal  attack. 

As  to  the  Birchircara  Railway  Station,  the  project  was  too  expensive. 

6.  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle  speaks,  at  section  11,  on  the  drainage  scheme  and  the 
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loan;  but  on  this  question  we  had  akeady  the  honoiur  to  write  to  you  on  the  1st  August 
last,  and  we  beg  to  refer  to  that  letter. 

7.  At  section  13,  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle  says  that  the  Elected  Members  passed  a 
resolution  for  an  inquiry  by  a  Committee  of  the  Council  into  the  trial  of  a  man  who 
was  hanged  for  murder,  "  an  inquiry  practically  into  the  action  of  a  Court  consisting 
of  three  of  Her  Majesty's  Judges  and  a  Maltese  Jury." 

Few  years  ago  a  certain  Rosario  Mizzi  was  hanged  for  murder.  At  the  time  the 
rumour  was  spread  that  some  attempts  were  made  by  the  police  to  prove  certain  facts 
by  inducing  people  to  give  false  evidence,  and  in  the  trial  an  attempt  was  made  by  the 
defence  to  snow  tliat  the  police,  or  some  officer  of  the  police,  had  produced  false  evidence. 
This,  however,  was  not  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Judges  and  the  Jury,  and  the 
accused  was  declared  guilty  and  hanged.  There  was  at  that  tmie  a  certain  Dimech  who 
was  detained  in  Corradias  Prison  for  crime,  and  whose  term  of  imprisonment  ended 
some  time  after  the  capital  execution  of  the  said  Rosario.  This  Dimech,  soon  after  he 
was  released,  began  to  impute,  by  means  of  the  press,  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Cor- 
radius  Prison  the  crime  of  having  bribed  witnesses  in  the  case  of  the  said  Mizzi,  giving 
the  most  circumstantial  narration  of  facts  (we  say  "  facts  "  to  use  the  writer's  words). 
He,  moreover,  named  the  persons  who  could  bear  evidence  to  the  truth  of  the  alleged 
facts  and  braved  the  Government  to  sue  him  for  libel. 

These  pubUcations  gradually  produced  the  effect  aimed  at.  Discussion  Began 
among  the  public.  The  fact  that  Dimech  and  some  of  the  witnesses  named  by  him 
were  persons  of  bad  character,  notorious  criminals,  and  so  undeserving  credit,  was 
counterbalanced  by  the  other  fact  that  the  principal  witnesses  who  had  mven  evidence 
against  Rosario  Mizzi  were  not  only  worse  than  Dimech,  but  implicated  in  the  same 
crime  of  which  Mizzi  was  accused,  and  also  by  the  circumstance  that  the  alleged  bribery 
took  place  in  prison,  and  so  could  not  be  detected  otherwise  than  by  prisoners. 

The  vague  rumour  that  at  the  time  of  the  trial  was  spread  of  an  attempt  to  bribe 
witnesses,  although  in  the  trial  the  fact  was  not  proved,  recurred  to  public  minds,  vrtth 
the  explanations  that  were  periodically  given  by  Dimech  in  a  paper  edited  by  him. 
The  otner  fact  that  at  short  intervals  three  murders  of  ancient  date  were  discovered, 
in  which  the  same  witnesses  had  a  prominent  part  in  the  trial,  afforded  additional 
grounds  in  Dimech's  statements,  if  not  to  believe  them,  at  least  to  wish  that  light  be 
made  on  the  subject. 

In  this  state  of  things,  the  independent  press  suggested  that  Dimech  should  be 
prosecuted  for  libel,  but  the  Government  did  not  consent  to  this,  and  Dimech  had 
only  to  boast  that  the  Government  knew  very  weU  that  a  prosecution  was  impossible, 
for  he  would  prove  all  the  alleged  facts,  one  by  one,  to  the  hilt. 

Here  the  Government  ordered  a  secret  inquiry  in  connection  with  the  Corradino 
Prison,  and,  as  the  report  and  evidences  were  never  published,  the  effect  on  the  public 
mind  was  to  increase  anxiety  and  desire  of  knowing  the  truth. 

This  was  the  state  of  things  when  the  new  Council  assembled  in  October,  1898. 

Now,  it  happened  that  one  of  the  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  proposed  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  a  Conmiittee  of  the  said  Council  should  be  appomted  to 
inquire  into  the  facts  alleged  against  the  Superintendent  of  Corradino  Prison.  Other 
Elected  Members  said  that  the  Government  should  prosecute  Dimech  for  libel.  The 
Government  officials  declared  that  the  Government  could  not  do  this,  as  the  proposed 
inquiry  would  virtually  be  an  inquiry  into  the  action  of  the  Court  and  oi  the  Jury. 
The  Elected  Members  denied  it,  saying  that  not  all  the  facts  stated  by  Dimech  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Court;  consequently,  the  Court  and  the  Jury  could  not 
be  held  responsible  of  the  new  facts,  which — ^if  true — ^were  revealed  after  the  trial. 

The  Government  having  refused  to  accede  to  the  request  of  prosecuting  Dimech, 
the  whole  Elected  Bench  could  not  but  vote  for  the  Commission.  The  resolution 
passed,  but  the  Government  cancelled  that  decision  by  dissolving  the  Council,  thereby 
affording  further  reasons  for  comment. 

The  Elected  Members  wanted  to  check  the  opinion  of  a  bribery  of  witnesses,  which 
was  evidently  gaining  ground ;  they  wanted  to  block  the  way  to  local  Dreyf usism',  by 
prosecuting  Dimech ;  and  for  this  they  are  accused  of  being  unable  to  perform  their 
duty.  Yes,  they  committed  an  "  attempt  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of 
justice,  which  could  hardly  be  tolerated  in  any  portion  of  Her  Majesty's  Dominions," 
says  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle;  but  we  maybe  permitted  to  ask: — ^Is  he  absolutely 
ignorant  of  Dreyfus's  case,  and  of  the  keen  interest  taken  in  it  by  the  whole  British 
people?  Or,  does  he  intend  to  blame  his  fellow  citizens  for  having  interfered  with 
the  administration  of  justice  of  the  French  Courts? 
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8.    Paragraphs  14  to  16  of  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle's  despatch  of  the  29th  Decmiber 
last  will  be  answered  in  our  report  on  the  Constitution  of  our  Government. 

We  have,  &c., 

FORTUNATO  MiZZI. 

S.  Cachu  Zaioot. 
The  Right  Honourable 

J.  Chamberlain,  M.P., 

Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 

&0.f  &C.f  &C.| 

London. 


No.  7. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  November  9,  1899.) 

[Answered  by  No.  13.] 

Sir,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  November  3,  1899. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a  further  communication  addressed  to  you  by 
Dr.  Fortunate  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Cachia  Zammit,  Members  of  the  Council  of  (Govern- 
ment, as  a  sequel  of  the  interview  which  you  were  pleased  to  grant  to  them  at  the 
Colonial  Ofl&ce  on  the  31st  of  July  last. 

2.  The  communication  deals  with  two  separate  questions:  the  reforms  which 
have  been  carried  out  in  the  Education  Department  since  the  abolition  of  the  Senate 
of  the  University,  and  the  case  of  Colonel  Hewson. 

3.  The  Educational  Reforms  have  received  your  sanction  by  the  despatch  from 
the  Colonial  Department  of  the  24th  August,  1898.*  I  may  add  that  I  have  myself 
been  present  at  several  meetings  of  the  General  Council  oi  the  University;  I  have 
carefully  inspected  the  Lyceum  and  many  of  the  Elementary  Schools,  and  I  am  quite 
satisfied  that  the  present  system  gives  promise  of  rapid  progress;  it  is  clearly 
acceptable  to  the  pupils,  it  is  working,  apparently,  without  friction,  and  no  intelligible 
criticism  against  its  efficiency  has  been  forthcoming. 

4.  The  advisability  of  adopting  Maltese  as  the  first  medium  of  instruction  in  the 
Government  Elementary  Schools  appears  to  be  demonstrated  by  the  fact  that  two 
editions  of  10,000  copies  of  each  of  the  "  Bidu  tal  Kari  Maiti "  (Elementary  Maltese 
Reading  Book)  compiled  and  issued  by  the  Committee  on  Education,  have  been  sold 
out  in  the  period  of  nine  months,  and  a  third  edition  is  in  the  press.  The  demand 
for  the  "  Second  Book,"  and  for  the  "  Outlines  of  English  Grammar,"  has  also  been 
very  large.  They  have  been  compiled  by  the  Committee,  and  copies  are  transmitted 
herewith. 

5.  The  contention  of  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Cachia  Zammit  that  the  Government 
should  sacrifice  a  system  which  is  working  efficiently,  and  go  back  to  a  system  by 
which  Italian  would  be  the  language  of  communication,  for  attempting  to  teach  the 
art  of  reading  to  children  by  means  of  a  tongue  unknown  to  them,  cannot  command 
serious  attention. 

6.  I  attach,  for  facility  of  reference,  a  copy  of  the  printed  programme  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee,  which  demonstrates  that  ample  opportumties  are  given 
under  the  present  system  for  the  choice  of  Italian  as  a  language  of  education ;  but  the 
nuniber  of  children  who  select  Italian  is  very  small,  and  it  is,  moreover,  rapidly 
diminishing,  in  view  of  the  knowledge  that  English  will  be  the  language  of  the  Courts 
of  Law  wiuiin  about  fourteen  years  and  a  half. 

7.  The  suggestion  of  the  gentlemen  who  sign  the  enclosed  communication  to 
the  effect  that  undue  influence  has  been  exercised  by  the  Government  to  bring  about 

•  Not  printed. 
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the  choice,  on  behalf  of  pupils  or  their  guaxdians,  of  English  rather  than  Italian,  is 
without  foundation. 

8.  The  portion  of  the  report  which  deals  with  the  case  of  Colonel  Hewson 
contains  the  valuable  admission  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of  depositions  of  witnesses 
have  had  to  be  signed  by  persons  who  do  not  understand  Italian,  i.e.,  by  Maltese 
witnesses,  to  whom  the  Itahan  language  is  unintelligible,  because  Italian  is  a  foreign 
tongue  for  the  Maltese. 

9.  I  also  desire  to  note  that,  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Mizzi,  the  Council  of  Grovem- 
ment,  on  the  26th  of  May  last,  passed  the  balance  of  the  Education  Votes  for  1899, 
with  the  exception  of  £150  for  the  assistant  rector,  notwithstanding  the  threats  that 
the  Education  Votes  would  not  be  passed,  unless  the  Government  gave  a  pledge  to 
reinstate  the  Italian  as  the  language  of  education.  This  formal  acquiescence  on  the 
part  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  in  the  recent  organization  would  appear  to 
deprive  the  Council  of  any  justification  in  again  trying  to  wreck  all  the  progress  that 
has  been  achieved  in  bringing  together  the  language  of  the  people,  Maltese,  and  the 
language  of  the  Empire,  English. 

10.  It  does  not  appear  necessary  that  I  should  add  an  expression  of  my  opinion 
to  the  reports  which  have  already  been  submitted  to  you  on  the  case  of  Colonel  Hewson. 

I  have,  &c,; 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Gtjvemor. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  7, 


Sm,  Malta,  Valletta,  October  28,  1899. 

We  beg  leave  to  submit  some  observations  and  facts  relating  to  the  Education 
question,  which  is  strictly  connected  with  the  Language  question. 

2.  On  several  occasions  the  Government  attempted  to  substitute  the  English 
language  for  the  Italian  language  in  Malta,  and  every  attempt  was,  with  great  pe- 
cuniary sacrifice,  followed  by  fatal  consequences  to  the  education  of  the  people.  The 
Commissioners  of  1837  fully  comprehended  the  truth  of  this  fact,  and  suggested  that 
no  attempts  should  be  made  in  that  sense,  and  their  observations  and  suggestions 
were  always  found  to  correspond  to  facts,  whenever  subsequent  attempts  were  made 
to  enforce  the  substitution  so  unhappily  wanted  by  the  Government. 

3.  The  last  attempt  began  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  proved  an  intellectual 
ruin  to  the  Maltese  youth,  for  the  Government  had  no  scruple  to  make  public  instruc- 
tion subservient  to  their  political  aim.  The  people  and  their  representatives,  having 
foreseen  the  intention  pf  the  Government,  banded  together  in  a  solid  opposition,  not- 
withstanding that  the  Government  was  constantly  repeating  its  assurances  that  it  only 
meant  to  encourage  the  study  of  the  English  language,  but  not  to  substitute  it  for  the 
Italian.  The  opposition  was  very  compact  and  strong,  because  the  Government  could 
not  dissimulate  that  all  means,  however  discreditable  and  ruinous,  were  to  be  adopted 
for  the  attainment  of  their  fixed  object. 

4.  Mr.  Keenan,  a  Commissioner  sent  from  London  to  Malta  in  order  to  suggest 
useful  reforms  in  the  methods  of  study  in  aU  Government  Schools,  made  a  veiy  strange 
proposal  indeed,  namely,  to  "  purify  "  the  Maltese  dialect  of  all  Italian  words,  with 
which  it  abounds.  This  proposal  was  made  in  order  to  make  difficult  the  instruction 
in  the  Itahan  language.  No  doubt  this  proposal  was  put  into  effect ;  new  ridiculous 
words  were  invented  to  replace  the  Italo-Maltesized  words,  and  a  new  alphabet  was 
created  to  write  this  new  language,  and  in  the  Primary  Schools  this  hibrid  monster 
of  a  language  was  made  compulsory,  and  children  had  to  lose  several  years  to  learn 
such  oUa  podrida. 

0.  The  Elected  Members  of  the  time  fought  hard  to  upset  this  confounded 
confusion,  and,  even  then,  they  were  publicly  denounced  of  opposmg  "  means  of  reform 
and  progress'*;  nay,  as  the  Government  must  somehow  justify  in  the  face  of  Europe 
this  attempt  of  imposing  their  language  on  a  people  who  willingly,  generously,  placed 
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themselves  under  the  protection  of  the  British  Power,  calumnies  of  all  kinds  were 
spread,  not  only  against  the  leaders  of  the  opposition,  but  also  against  all  the  educated 
classes  of  the  Maltese,  who  were  and  are  accused  of  opposing  the  English  language 
because  they  do  not  want  the  lower  classes  to  be  taught  that  thej  are  paying  the 
bread  tax  for  the  benefit  of  well-to-do  classes.  Nor  that  is  all.  History,  geography, 
etnography  were  tampered  with.  The  Maltese  were  called  Saracens.  The  Italian 
language  was  said  to  have  been  introduced  under  the  knights  of  St.  John;  nay,  at 
the  end  of  last  century.  All  that  could  hurt  the  feelings  of  the  people,  all  that  could 
bring  disaffection  and  create  discontent,  was  resorted  to  by  the  "  zealous  "  local  officials 
to  crush  the  opposition,  but,  naturally,  with  the  effect  of  rendering  it  more  compact 
and  strong. 

6.  The  Elected  Members  of  the  time  offered  so  firm  an  opposition  to  the  Govern- 
ment views  and  intentions,  that  at  last  the  Government  proposed  a  compromise,  by 
which  /both  the  Italian  and  the  English  languages  were  to  go  pari  passu,  and  be 
taught  in  the  Educational  Departments  with  equal  means  and  zeal. 

This  proposal  seemed  acceptable  to  the  leaders  of  the  opposition,  who  were 
animated  by  honest  and  just  sentiments,  and  used  to  oppose  the  Government  policy 
not  for  opposition's  sake,  but  because  they  were  quite  convinced  of  the  rights  of  the 
people  and  of  the  justness  of  their  cause. 

7.  The  result,  however,  showed  that  they  were  too  blind  to  trust  the  Govern- 
ment and  to  consider  the  matter  as  definitely  settled. 

Great  preference  was  given  to  the  English  language  in  the  Educational  Depart- 
ments— ^indeed  in  all  Departments — ^and  the  agreement  of  the  pari  passu  was  vio- 
lated, remaining,  in  fact,  limited  only  to  this,  that  both  English  and  Italian  were 
obligatory  in  public  instruction. 

8.  But  the  Government  were  not  satisfied  with  this  state  of  things.  They 
managed  to  destroy  the  Senate  of  the  University,  under  the  pretext  that  the  Senate 
wiias  an  obstacle  to  a  reform  of  studies  (!!!),  but  in  reality  because  the  Senate  was 
an  obstacle  to  the  abolition  of  Italian,  and  because  it  had  the  right  to  Dresent  can- 
didates for  situations  in  the  Educational  Department,  and  was  a  drawback  to  the 
concentration  of  all  powers  in  the  hands  of  me  Governor. 

9.  Having  succeeded  in  destroying  the  Senate,  the  virtual  abolition  of  the 
Italian  language  can  be  more  easily  carried  out,  and  it  is  being  carried  out.  The 
Government  proclaim  publicly  that  the  pari  passu  is  unworkable,  it  being  (according 
to  them)  impossible  to  learn  two  languages  at  the  same  time.  The  conclusion  of  this 
is,  that  the  Government  wants  to  make  the  instruction  of  the  Italian  optional,  whilst 
the  English  is  made,  not  only  obligatory  in  all  Government  Schools,  but  a  condition 
sine  qua  non  for  all  employments,  advancements,  and  advantages. 

10.  In  this  state  of  things,  when  such  an  injustice  is  committed  against  the 
national  sentiments  of  the  Maltese  and  against  their  interests;  when  a  languisige 
is  by  such  odious  and  unjust  means  imposed  upon  a  people  that  have  a  right  to 
freedom  and  keenly  resent  the  attempt  of  such  imposition,  what  had  to  be  the  action 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people?  They  were  quite  right  in  frankly  and  firmly 
declaring  to  the  Government  that  if  the  pari  passu,  so  solemnly  agreed  upon  few 
years  ago,  is  an  impossibility,  we  have  a  right  to  return  to  the  state  quo  ante  helium — 
tib  the  Italian  language.  The  Maltese  fully  appreciate  the  utility  of  the  English 
language,  and  have  no  need  to  be  compelled  to  learn  it  for  their  own  benefit,  but 
they  know  equally  well  that  the  Italian  is  most  necessary  with  regard  to  our  position 
in  the  Mediterranean  and  to  our  nationality.  They  cannot  but  resist  to  the  utmost 
the  attempt  of  a  substitution. 

11.  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle  accuses  the  Elected  Members  of  having  proposed  a 
law  to  upset  the  one  which  passed  in  the  preceding  Legislature.  Yes,  they  did,  and 
in  doing  so  they  have  done  their  duty  towards  their  country,  and  they  hope  that  full 
justice  will  be  done  to  them  by  you,  as  well  as  by  all  the  British  people,  to  which 
our  forefathers  allied  themselves ;  to  a  people  "  free  and  generous,"  as  it  was  justly 
and  solemnly  proclaimed  to  all  Maltese  by  General  Graham,  when  the  Maltese  were 
spending  their  lives  and  treasures  to  gain  their  freedom. 

It  was  under  the  Governorship  of  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle — ^whether  by  him  or 
someone  else  we  can't  say — ^that  information  was  furnished  to  you  that  the  Maltese 
did  not  show  opposition  to  the  intended  substitution  of  language;  this  information 
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you  repeated  in  Parliament;  and  yet  the  same  Grovemor  impeaches  the  Elected 
Members  for  having  made  opposition  in  so  firm  and  energetic  a  manner  to  the  intended 
substitution. 

12.  Moreover,  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle  accuses  the  Elected  Members  of  having 
shown  their  iatention  to  reject  certain  votes  relative  to  the  Educational  Department, 
should  the  Government  continue  to  make  use  of  the  veto  in  the  Language  and  Edu- 
cational questions.  That  is  quite  true,  and  the  Elected  Members  have  since  passed 
all  the  Educational  Votes  for  the  current  year,  because  they  are  sure  to  receive  justice 
at  your  hands,  and  are  also  fully  confident  to  receive  justice  in  England,  at  the  hands 
of  that  free  and  generous  people.  But  can  the  Elected  Members  act  otherwise  if  the 
measure  in  question  is  insisted  upon  ?  If  we  do  not  resort  to  all  constitutional  means 
that  are  at  our  disposal,  the  Malta  Government  wiU  give  you  the  information  that 
the  Maltese  are  indifferent,  and  there  is  in  Malta' no  opposition  to  that  measure;  if 
the  Elected  Members  dare  to  make  opposition  in  a  constitutional  way,  they  are 
accused  and  denounced  to  you,  and  to  the  British  people,  as  if  they  were  guilty  of 
the  greatest  crime.  We  leave  it  to  the  British  NaSon  to  qualify  this  sort  of  Govern- 
ment to  which  the  Maltese  are  condemned,  and  to  insist  that  it  should  be  reformed 
without  delay.  Ad  rivum  eundem  Lupus  et  Agnus  veneryint,  siticbmpulsi,  jviih  all 
thai£  follows. 

As  to  the  conduct  of  the  Elected  Members,  it  is  quite  reasonable,  just,  consti- 
tutional, and  unblamable.  They  have  a  right  to  Appose  the  intended  substitution 
by  all  constitutional  means,  and  they  are  sufficiently  strong  to  bear  all  impeacliments 
of  the  kind  of  those  made  against  them  by  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle.  This  will  show  that 
in  Malta  he  who  acts  honestly  does  not  allow  himself  to  be  deterred,  neither  by  the 
press  nor  by  unjust  and  unmerited  accusations  emanating  from  the  highest  authority 
of  the  island. 

The  Elected  Members  cannot  give  to  the  world  such  a  proof  of  abject  weakness 
as  to  submit  willingly,  and  to  make  their  country  submit,  to  an  imposition,  that 
would  be  inhuman  even  on  slaves.  They  cannot  prepare  for  their  children,  for  the 
children  of  their  compatriots,  a  condition  so  wretched  as  will  be  created  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  English  for  the  Italian  language.  We  are  sure  the  English  people 
will  never  permit  it  when  they  come  to  know  that  such  an  act  would  be  odious  to  & 
population  who,  of  their  own  accord,  placed  themselves  under  the  British  protection. 

13.  Sir,  on  account  of  the  Language  question,  the  Maltese  are  deprived,  directly" 
and  indirectly,  of  the  right  of  judging  and  providing  for  the  education  of  their  own 
children!  for  the  education  of  their  own  children,  for  which  they  pay  out  of  their 
own  pockets,  as  not  one  farthing  has  ever  been  spent  by  England  for  the  English 
instruction,  which  our  Government  impose !  Can  this  be  thought  just  and  allowed 
under  the  British  flag?    No,  we  feel  sure  you  will* no  longer  permit  it. 

14.  We  are  sure  our  Local  Grovemment  will  repeat  to  you  the  old  story — ^that 
the  Maltese  Electorate  consist  of  some  10,000  electors,  whilst  only  three  or  four 
thousand  record  their  vote,  and  that,  in  order  to  t^ome  to  the  conclusion  that  tne 
Elected  Bench  do  not  represent  the  people.  This  argument  is  simply  frivolous^ 
There  are  about  7,000  electors  who  cannot  read  and  write  any  language,  and  the 
Government  passed  a  Law  to  the  eflfeet  that  the  illiterate  electors  could  not  be  taught 
how  to  vote,  by  ordering  that  the  names  of  the  candidates  be  written  all  round  a 
piece  of  paper,  so  that  an  illiterate  could  by  no  means  distinguish  one  name  from 
another.  These  illiterate  were  added  to  the  list  of  the  electors  on  purpose,  in  order 
that  the  Government  may  have  a  pretext  for  underrating  all  elections. 

But  even  without  taking  into  consideration  this  fact,  what  could  abstention  from 
voting  mean  iu  favour  of  the  Government?  Haw  is  it  that  the  Government,  with 
all  their  means  of  inducement  and  influence,  have  never  succeeded  within  the  last 
twenty  years  in  gaining  even  a  minority  in  the  elections?  By  means  which  we 
^cannot  approve  the  Government  succeed  sometimes  in  finding  few  supporters  among 
those  Elected  Members  who,  unfortunately,  forget  their  programme ;  but  they  never 
succeed  in  finding  any  candidate  elected  at  the  poll.  Some  400  new  employments 
were  created  within  the  last  ten  years,  but  the  Government  did  not  succeed  in  getting 
400  votes  at  the  last  two  general  elections,  and  the  intermediate  special  elections. 

This  fact  speaks  for  itself  against  the  flimsy  argument  adduced  by  our  Govern- 
ment, and  we  are  sure  that  no  one  in  the  world  will  think  that  the  Maltese  Elected 

S9S9  F 


Digitized  by 


Google 


42 

Members  do  not  represent  the  whole  population  of  Malta  in  those  questions,  at  least, 
which  were  at  the  elections  defined  by  tneir  programme. 

15.  We  would,  therefore,  entreat  you  to  direct  that  the  questions  relating  to 
•education  and  language  be  decided  by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  to  give 
instructions  to  your  ofl&cials  to  moot  no  longer  these  questions,  which  have  caused 
great  agitation  and  discontent  among  the  population  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and 
^re  proving  so  fatal  to  the  education  of  the  Maltese. 

The  English  language  will  not  make  the  Maltese  more  loyal  than  they  have 
ever  shown  to  be;  nay,  any  undue  imposition,  and  especially  tnis  hard  and  harsh 
one,  cannot  but  create  ill  feeling  and  disaffection,  cannot  but  persuade  more  and 
more  the  Maltese  that  the  British  Government,  through  the  local  officials,  only  look 
after  their  own  interest,  to  the  detriment  of  our  sacred  rights,  and  is  absolutely 
indifferent  with  regard  to  the  sentiments  of  the  population.  By  not  interfering  with 
the  Language  question,  the  English  language  will  lose  nothing;  the  Maltese  know 
that  it  is  useful  to  them,  and  will  learn  it  willingly  for  their  own  benefit,  whilst  they 
cannot  bear  the  idea  of  it  being  imposed  upon  them,  nor  the  idea  of  seeing  the  Italian 
national  language,  so  necessary  to  us,  incUrectly  abolished. 

16.  In  any  country  of  the  world  the  Education  question  is  considered  as  a 
municipal  one. 

The  report  ^ven  by  the  local  officials  of  the  desire  of  parents  and  guardians 
to  have  their  children  instructed  in  the  English  language,  and  not  in  the  Italian, 
cannot  be  considered  as  reliable.  The  Government  mfluence  was  made  use  of;  in 
fact,  only  Government  officials  were  adhibited  to  the  effect  of  consulting  that  desire. 
We  have  already  informed  you  that  the  conBition  of  the  Maltese  m  their  own  country 
is  so  deplorable,  that  very  few  of  them  can  express  frankly  their  political  opinions, 
for  it  is  well  known  what  the  consequences  are  if  one  should  incur  the  displeasure 
of  the  Government.  Nevertheless,  a  commission  was  held  on  the  Education  question, 
and  several  persons  of. standing  have  expressed  themselves  freely  on  the  subject; 
but  your  officials  only  make  use  of  their  private  interested  inquiry,  and  avoid  men- 
tioning the  result  of  that  commission,  which  was  formally  appomted  and  held  several 
meetings. 

17.  No  doubt,  in  a  country  where  a  representative  Government  exists,  the 
declarations  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  when  they  agree  with  their  political 
programme,  are  the  only  reliable  interpretations  of  the  sentiments  of  the  people ;  and 
the  Government  have  no  right  to  contradict  them,  and  certainly  it  is  not  the  Local 
Government  that  represents  in  any  way  the  Maltese.  Nor  can  there  be  any  doubt 
whatever  as  to  the  sentiments  of  iJie  population  against  the  forced  substitution.  If 
the  Maltese  really  wanted  it,  there  would  be  no  necessity  of  forcing  it.  Of  this  your 
officials  are  so  thoroughly  convinced,  that  they  actually  refused  to  accept  the  challenge 
of  a  plebiscite  by  secret  votes. 

18.  Before  closing  this  letter,  may  we  be  permitted  to  say  a  word  on  Colonel 
Hewson's  case,  which  has  reference  to  the  Language  question. 

Colonel  Hewson  was  invited  by  the  Court  to  sign  a  paper  on  which  his  evidence 
given  in  a  criminal  case,  translated  into  Italian,  was  recorded,  and  that  according  to 
Article  357  of  the  Criminal  Laws. 

That  evidence  was  given  by  Colonel  Hewson  in  English,  and  was  translated  by 
.a  sworn  interpreter  and  before  a  magistrate  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  English 
language,  and  in  a  Court  where  several  officials  were  present,  the  defence  being 
represented,  amongst  others,  by  the  undersigned  Dr.  Fortunate  Mizzi.  The  Colonel 
Tefused  to  sign  the  paper  because  it  was  written  in  a  language  unknown  to  him  The 
magistrate  explained  to  him  that  he  was  bound  by  law  to  sign  the  paper,  by  a  law 
approved  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen;  but  seeing  that  Colonel  Hewson  insisted  on 
Ins  refusal  to  sign,  the  Court  did  not  think  proper  to  condemn  him  there  and  then  for 
contempt  of  Court.  The  day  after  he  was  called  again,  and  Dr.  Mizzi  can  bear 
evidence  that  he  appeared  in  Court  with  the  Code  of  Laws  in  his  hands,  declaring 
lie  was  aware  of  the  purport  of  Article  357  of  the  Criminal  Laws,  but  still  he  per- 
sistently refused  to  sign  the  paper,  after  the  paper  was  read  over  and  over  again  to  him 
and  repeatedly  translated  into  English  by  the  magistrate  himself.  Colonel  Hewson 
«kied  that  he  would  sign  it  if  a  protest  would  be  received  by  the  Court  to  the  eflPeot 
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that  he  was  signing  without  knowing  the  Italian  language;  but  such  prof  est  could 
not  in  law  be  received  in  a  separate  paper,  as  it  was  recorded  at  the  heading  of  the 
evidence  where  it  was  said  that  the  witness  gave  his  evidence  in  English,  which  was^ 
translated  into  Italian  by  N.  N.,  the  sworn  interpreter  of  the  Court. 

Was  Colonel  Hewson  justified  in  refusing  his  signature? 

That  signature  could  not  have  by  itself  the  probatory  force  of  the  facts  written 
in  the  paper,  if  produced  against  Colonel  Hewson  himself.  When  anjr  signature 
of  a  person  not  knowing  the  language  in  which  the  signed  act  is  written,  is  produced^ 
it  must  be  proved — extrinsically  of  the  paper  itself — ^that  the  paper  signed  was  fuUy^ 
and  faithfully  explained  to  the  subscriber,  in  order  that  the  contents  of  it  may  be 
considered  as  bounding  to  him.  So  Colonel  Hewson  had  not  the  excuse  that  the 
paper  he  was  asked  to  sign  could  be  prejudicial  to  him. 

The  only  reason  for  which,  in  a  case  like  this,  the  signature  is  wanting,  is  to 
prove  the  identity  of  the  paper  purporting  to  contain  an  exact  record  of  the  evidence 
given,  so  that  tne  accused  may  not  raise  a  doubt  that  the  paper  containing  that 
evidence  was  changed.  In  fact,  if  the  accused  pleads  that  the  paper  was  changed, 
the  witness,  recognizing  his  signature,  dispels  any  doubt  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
paper. 

Sir,  our  Criminal  Code  was  sanctioned  by  Her  Majesty's  i)rder  in  Council  of 
the  30th  January,  1854,  and  Colonel  Hewson  disobeyed  that  Order. 

Under  this  law  all  criminal  proceedings  have  been  since  conducted  without  any 
opposition.  Thousands,  and  hundreds  of  thousands,  are  the  witnesses  not  knowing 
the  Italian  language,  who  have  signed  their  evidences  written  in  Italian,  without  any 
protest,  during  the  last  45  years,  and  among  them  there  are  tfiousands  of  Englishmen ; 
so  it  is  not  without  foundation  the  suspicion  held  by  the  Maltese,  that  the  Hewson 
scandal  was  created  on  purpose  as  a  pretext  to  the  intended  changes  of  the  law. 

We  beg  to  add  that  the  compromise  offered  by  the  Maltese  Bar  is  quite  sufficient 
to  avoid  the  renewal  of  a  case  similar  to  thai  of  Colonel  Hewson. 

We  have,  &c.. 

Aw.  FORTUNATO  MiZZI. 

S.  Cachia  Zammti. 
The  Right  Honourable 

J.  Chamberlain,  M.P., 

Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
&c.,  &c,,  &c. 
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Enclosure  2 
SYSTEM    OF    INSTRUCTION    IN    THE 
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(tf^neral). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


45 
in  No.  7. 
GOVERNMEirr    ELEMENTARY    SCHOOLS. 


Object  Lessons 
(Weekly). 

Writing. 

Religious  Instruction. 

Calisthenics. 

Needlework 
(for  girls). 

Drawing 
(Optional). 

Xvf  leu  than 

Vere  FoHer's 

(Diocesan  Catechism.) 

TwetUp'Jire  Lutons 

or 

«- 

Drill  and  Physical 

on — 

JiioJuan^t 

The  First  Lesson,  "Our 

Exercises." 

1.  Shape,  form,  &c. 

Ordinary, 

Father,"  "Hail  Mary." 

.i. 

2.  Goloor. 

Upright, 

^ 

8.  Simple    proper- 

or 

ties  of  bodies. 

Civil  Service. 

Asabove.    "TheCreed"; 

1.  Squad  in  single  rank. 

1.  Needle  -  Position 

(Preparatory) 

4.  Organs  of  Sen* 

— 

"Hail,  Holy  Queen." 

2.  Standing  at  ease. 

drill. 

Kindergarten 

aation. 

Strokes  and  easy 

.. 

3.  Marching   and    Dis- 

2. Fixing  the  hem. 

Drawing. 

or 

letters,  Round 

missing. 

8.  Enittmg    -    pin 

5.  Kindeigarten 

Hand  (jm 
BoardandSlatM), 

^ 

drill. 

and  Varied  Oc- 

4. Knitting,     plain 

cupations. 

stitch. 

— 

L  Stage. 

Half  text- 

As  above. 

1.  As     in     Preparatory 

1.  Runnitfg        and 

^  . 

Xot  leis  than 
Twenty-fire  Letaxnt 

Figures; 

The     Ten     Command- 

classes. 

hemming  on  the 

ion  8late»), 

ments. 

2.  Head,  trunk,  leg  and 

straight. 

The  Five  Precepts ;  the 

hip  movements. 

2.  Knitting.     How 

(fMt  ■■ 

Short  and  Long  Acts. 

3.  Arm  raising,  swing- 

to cast  on,  on  2 

1.  Articles  of  food. 

ing,  and  stretching. 

pins,    plain    and 

2.  Articles       used 

4.  Marching    in   single 

purled. 

with  food. 

rank. 

I.  Stage. 

3.  Articles  need  in 

_ 

._ 

... 

~~ 

1.  Practical 
Geometry. 

2.  Geometrical 
Drawing. 

3.  Pattern 
Drawing. 

the  preparation 
f       of  food. 

Small  Round 

As  above.    The    Sacra- 

1.  As  in  Standard  I. 

1.  As    in    the   pre- 

Hand.    Figures 

mente;  the  Principal 

2.  Marching  time,  slow 

vious  Standard. 

or 

(</?*  Slates), 

Virtues ;  the  Gifts  of 

margh. 

2.  Felling  and  top- 

4.  Other      house- 

the Holy  Ghost;  the 
Spiritual  and  Corporal 
Works  of  Meroy ;  the 

3.  Side  and  balance  steps. 

sewing. 

hold       articles 

4.  Arm  raising,  swing- 

3. Knitting  :     four 

and  common  ob- 

ing, and  stretching. 

needles,  —  Men's 

jects  and  things. 

Bvangelical  Councils ; 
the  Seven  Deadly  Sins 
and  the  opposite  vir- 
tues; the  Sins  against 
the  Holy  Ghost;  the 
Sins  crying  to  Heaven 

5.  T^nk  and  arm  move- 
ments. 

sock. 

for    Vengeance;   and 

the  Four  last  Things 

to  be  remembered. 

II.  Stage. 

^'flt  leM  than 
Ticenty-Jix€  Lessor 

Medium,  (on 

As  above.    Instructions 

1.  As  in  Standard  IL 

1.  As    in    the    pre- 

Copy Books). 

on  the  Sacraments  of 

2.  Quick  march,  balance 

vious   Standards, 

J 

Penance   and  Confir- 
mation. 

step  advancing,  chang- 
ing step. 

— but,      without 
knitting. 

071/^^ 

3.  L^    and  hip  move- 

2. Stitching       and 

1.  The  three  Nat- 

ments.         Balancing 

felling. 

ural         King- 

positions. 
4.  Working  the  shoulders. 

doms  : — 

(«)Vegetables- 

3.  Marching  with   heel 

Fmit         and 

raising. 

Trees. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(/>)  Animals- 

Domestic. 
(0  Minerals- 

II.  Stage. 

Metals       and 
^         non  metals. 

Small  Round 

As  above.     Instruction 

1.  As  in  Standard  III. 

1.  As   in    the    pre- 

1. Mechanical 

Hand. 

on  the  Sacrament  of 

Sizing   and    forming 

vious  Standards. 

and  Machine 

2.  Useful          and 

(On  Ofj}y  Books.) 

the    Holy    Eucharist 

company. 

2.  Gathering      and 

Drawing, 

Poisonous 

and  on  the  Rosary. 

2.  Opening  and  closing 

stroking,   sewing 
on    strings    and 

or 

Plants. 

ranks. 

2.  Ornamental 

3.  Useful  and  Nox- 

3. Lunging  and  Balanc- 

lyittons; running. 

Drawing, 

ious  Insects. 

ing  positions. 

hemming        and 

or 

4.  Processes        of 

— 

— 

4 .  v\  or  king  the  shoulders. 

stitching  on  the 

3.  Industrial 

Spinning.WeaT- 

.J.  Marching  in  various 

cross. 

Drawing. 

1 

ing,        Mining, 

formations  (Optional). 

3.  Marking  on  can- 

Quarrying, 

vas. 

Ploughing, 

— 

— 

Sowing,  &c. 

or 
5.  Measuring   and 

Weighing. 
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System  of  Instruotion  In  the 

Authorized 

Alternative  Courses 

Former 

Nomencla- 

Nomencla- 

1 

For  those  who  select  English 

ture. 

ture. 

Maltese.  ' 

as  the  primary  language 
of  Education. 

as  the  primary  language 

Arithmetio. 

Geography. 

of  Education. 

Glass. 

Standard. 

I      English. 

1 

ItaUan. 

Italian. 

English. 

(Beading 

(Beading 

and 

and 

Dictation  in 

Dictation  in 

each  of  the 

Transla- 
tion from 
and  into 
]     English     r 

ATiA 

Cfiambenf's 
"Fluent 

each  of  the 
following 
classes.) 

Avoli,  Letture, 
Lib.  11. 

following 
Classes.) 

Do.  No.  8. 
Mental 

Europe 
(general)' 

Reader  II." 



.. 

Chamheris 

Arithmetio. 

.. 

Avoliy  Letture, 

Ferris,  Gram- 

"Fluent 

III.  In- 

V. Stand- 

Grammar; 

Lib.  I. 

matica, 

Reader" 

ferior. 

ard. 

Etymology. 

Parte  L 

Standard  0. 

nuu 

Italian. 

Part  II. 
Inflection  of 

(ccwie.). 

J 

Words. 

— 

— 

— 

^~ 

r 

CJiawbers's 

Avoli,  Letture, 

Avoli,  Letture, 

Chambers's 

Do.  No.  S 

British 

"Fluent 

Lib.  II. 

Lib.  III. 

"  Fluent 

CoontO 

Empire 

Reader  III." 

— 

_ 

Reader  II." 

Mental 

(general). 

— 

Ferris,  Gram- 

Ferris,  Gram- 

— 

Arithmetic. 

) 

grammar; 

matica, 

matica, 

Grammar, 

III.  Su- 

VI. stand- 

Do. 

Etymology. 
!  Ifart  II! 

Parte  1. 

Parte  n. 

PartL 

perior. 

ard. 

Iiiflection  and 

Composition 

of  Words. 

I                  J 

PREPARA- 

• 

, 

TORY  TO 

LYCEUM. 

r 

Cham  Iters' s 

"Fluent 
Reader  III." 

CJiajfihfirs's 

Junior  English 

History 

or 

Blackie's 

Science 

Reader  lY. 

or 

Natural 

Avoli,  Letture, 
Lib.  III. 

Ferris,  Gram- 
matioa, 
Parte  IL 

Avoli,  Letture, 
Lib.  III. 

Compendio 

della  Storia 

di  Malta. 

or 
SUvestri^ 
Le  Nozioni 
Varie  per  la 
IV.a  Elemen- 
tary, 
or 

IT.  Class 

Vn.  Stand- 

•!       Do. 

History 
Reader  IV.a 

Carruthers — 

Chambers's 

Do.  N«.  3 

l.The 

ard. 

Conversazioni. 

"Fluent 

Qcant.-) 

World. 

or 

or 

Reader  III." 

Mental 

2.  ABia,  Af- 

Domestic 

Baccini — 

— 

Arithmetic. 

rica,    and 

Economr. 

Lezioncine  di 

Grammar, 

America 

I 

Reader  VI. 

or 

Tropical 

Reader. 

Cose  Usuali. 
or 

Mercanbi — 
Nozioni  Varie 

per  la  III.a 
(Elementary). 

Part  II. 

(general). 

Grammar, 

Part  III. 



Elements  of 

Ferris,  Gram- 

-' 

Syntax. 

matica. 
Parte  n. 
(rc;,^.). 

i 

V.  Glass 

CAhoUshed) 

— 

""~ 

^ 

"— 

— 

— 

— 

Passed  at  Sitting 


xxvm. 

28.  3.  99. 


of  the  Special  Commission  on  Education  appointed 


by  His  Excellency  the  Gk>vemor  on  the  20th  May,  1898,  and  approved 

by  the  General  Council  of  the  University  at  Sitting  ~' 

o,  4.  99. 


G.  Stbigkland, 

Hi  air  man. 
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Ooyemment  Elementary  Soliools— con^mu^ 

Object  Lenone 
(Veekly), 

Writing. 

Religious  Instruction. 

Calisthenics. 

Needlework 
(for  girls). 

Drawing 
(Optional). 

Short  Sentenoesw 

As  above.     Instruction 

1.  As  in  Standard  IV. 

1.  As   in   the   pre- 

Small Hand,  Con 

on  the  Seven  Sacra- 

2. Ist  2nd  Combination 

vious  Standards. 

Copy  BooJu). 

ments,  on  the  Principal 
Virtues,  and   on   the 
Gifts    of    the    Holy 
Ghost 

leg   and    hip    move- 
ments. 

3.  Balancing  positions. 

4.  Working  the  shoulder 
with    foot    and    leg 
movements. 

5.  Leg  and  foot  move- 

2. Top-  sewing   on 
the  cross,  tucking. 

S.  Marking          on 
calico. 

— 

— 

ments  in  quick  time. 

— 

III.  Stage. 

Sentences, 

As  above.     Instruction 

1.  Same  as  in  the  pre- 

1. As    in    the  pre- 

1. Drawing  of 
Objects  from 
Nature. 

2.  Principles  . 
of        Water 
Colour 
pointing. 

III.  Stage. 

Maxims,  &c., 

on     the     Command- 

vious Standards. 

vious  Standards. 

Sot  Uss  than 

Ttoewty-lire  Lestom 

on — 

Small  Hand 
(on  Copy  Books). 

ments,  and  on  Sin. 

2.  3rd  and  4th  General 
Combinations. 

3.  Leg  and  hip   move- 

2. Whipping      and 
setting  on  frills. 
Button-hole,  her- 

ments in  double  time. 

ring-bone  stitch. 

1.  Clothing— 

4.  Marching  in  various 

3.  Patching,        on 

1     Bodily  Warmth, 

— 

— 

formations     and     in 

calico,  flannel,  and 

* 

I 

Blood      oircma- 
lation. 

double  time  COytional). 

print. 

} 

2.  Air,  Ventilation, 

Breathing. 

.. 

«_ 

Lungs. 

3.  Water.    Cleanli- 

ness, Washing. 

' 

1^4.  (a)  Tempera- 
'       tare,  the  Ther- 

1 

1 1       momefeer. 

:,     (6)  The  Weather, 

1       the      CominoB 

; !       Barometer. 

5.  Natural       Phe- 

IV. Stage. 

1 

nomena. 
6.  Son,          Moon, 

1.  Principles 
of  Figure 

PlanetB,  Stars. 

Drawing 
1             C^oys) 
or 

7.  Manufactures. 

1 

1 

8:  Miscellaneous. 

' 

1 

or 

. 

2.  Flowers  and 

1 

9.  Domestic 
Economy. 

SmaU  Hand, 

1.  As  above.  Instruction 

Do. 

1.  Perfecting    sew- 
ing and  Fixing. 

Embroidery 
Drawing 

1 

Copyta^R^age., 

on  the  "  Our  Father," 

iWrli). 

■ 

the  "Hail Mary,"  and 

2.  Cutting    out    in 

Lettering,  and 

the  "  Creed." 

paper      aud      in 

1 

Ornamental. 

2.  Principal    Events   in 
the  Life  of  our  Lord. 

material. 

! 

^Optional,}      1 

3.  Darning         and 

i 

1 

{^Un  ropy  Books,) 

grafting. 

4.  Advanced    knit- 
ting, 

5.  Fancy  work. 

COjftUtfkd.) 

J . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanctioned  by  His  Exoellency  the  Governor  on  the  8th  April,  1809. 

G.  Stbicklakd, 
67/*>/  Secretary  to  tiovernment. 
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No.  8. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL. 

[Answered  by  No.  9.] 

Sm,  Downing  Street,  November  28,  1899. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter,*  coverings 
two  statements  from  Messrs.  Mizzi  and  Zammit,  the  first  relating  to  the  recent 
Ordinance  (No.  XI.  of  1898),  on  the  subject  of  public  assemblies,  and  the  second  ta 
the  difficulties  which  have  arisen  with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  necessary 
funds  are  to  be  raised  for  the  proposed  new  drainage  scheme  for  the  Island. 

2.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  any  observations  which  you  may  desire  to  make 
upon  either  of  these  statements. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  CJaAMBERLAIN. 

No.  9. 

Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  December  19,  1899.) 

Sir,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  December  14,  1899. 

I  have   the   honour  to  acknowledge   the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the 
28th  ultimo,  t  and  to  submit  my  observations  on  the  two  enclosures,  each  dated 
1st  August,  1899,  addressed  to  you  from  London  by  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Cachia  Zamimit,. 
Elected  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government  of  Malta,  and  herewith  returned  as 
requested. 

2.  The  first  of  those  communications  submits,  for  your  consideration,  remarks, 
on  the  question  of  "the  drainage,  the  loan,  and  the  taxes'';  the  other  calls  "your 
attention  to  the  question  of  public  meetings  in  Malta." 

3.  My  predecessor  expressed  his  views  with  regard  to  the  above  questions  in. 
his  despatcn  of  the  29th  December,  1898.  J 

4.  Although  the  present  Elected  Members  describe  as  "  odious  "  measures  which 
were  passed  with  the  votes  of  the  Elected  Members  who  previously  occupied  their 
places,  nevertheless,  those  measures  were  carried  out  constitutionally,  and  they  re- 
ceived your  sanction.  The  reactionary  party,  at  present  in  a  majority,  appear  to 
dislike  those  measures  on  account  of  their  progressive  tendency,  and  because  members 
of  moderate  views  had,  for  a  time,  worked  me  Constitution  in  a  business-like  and 
compromising  spirit. 

5.  The  Government  takes  no  part  in  elections,  although  the  paid  servants  of  the 
Government  are  allowed  to  vote  and  exercise  political  rights  within  the  limits  allowed 
to  the  members  of  the  Civil  Service  in  England. 

,  6.  Although  the  raising  of  a  loan  has  been  approved  by  an  Ordinance  passed 
by  the  Council  of  Government  and  sanctioned  by  you,  the  newly  Elected  Members, 
led  by  Dr.  Mizzi,  endeavoured  to  repeal  the  Ordinance,  and  to  make  the  raising  of  the 
loan  impossible.  But  in  view  of  the  rapid  change  of  public  opinion  in  favour  of  the 
dramage  scheme  and  of  the  certainty  that  the  attempt  to  repeal  the  Loan  Ordinance 
(which  was  carried  by  the  Elected  Members  at  Sitting  l^o.  41,  of  the  22nd  April, 
1897),  would  be  met  by  the  Governors  disallowance,  Dr.  Mizzi  and  his  party  had 
recourse  to  appointments  of  committees,  to  postponements,  and  to  evasive  and  con- 
tradictory expedients,  including  the  suggestion  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Council. 

7.  The  uigency  of  carrying  throu^  the  drainage  works  could  not  be  allowed 
to  wait  for  the  political  convenience  of  Dr.  Mizzi  and  his  supporters,  who  found 
themselves  placed  in  an  awkward  predicament  when  they  realized  that  public  opinion 
was  in  favour  of  the  drainage,  and  that  the  same  had  to  be  paid  for  in  the  manner 
sanctioned  by  you.  Although  I  had  received  your  assurance  that,  if  necessary,  an 
Order  in  Council  would  be  passed,  to  provide  the  necessary  funds,  nevertheless  I  wished 
to  be  indulgent  towards  the  Elected  Members,  and  I  personally,  from  the  chair,  as 
President  of  the  Council,  gave  them  the  strongest  possible  warning  of  the  procedure 
that  they  were  about  to  force  on  the  Grovernment,  in  order  tTiat  they  might  have  an 
opportunity  to  save  their  constitutional  position  and  to  mend  tEeir  errors,  before  I 
availed  myself  of  your  authority. 

8.  My  warning  had  much  weight  with  some  of  the  more  moderate  and  experi- 
enced members,  but  the  majority  preferred  to  endeavour  to  further  postpone  the 
question  by  submitting  counter  proposals  of  an  evasive  character. 
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9.  The  position  of  Dr.  Mizzi  and  his  followers  had  beea  made  impossible  by 
their  own  act,  on  account  of  their  political  pledges  to  oppose  all  loans  and  all  taxes, 
notwithstanding  that  they  and  the  public  were  in  favour  of  a  far  reaching  drainage 
scheme,  beyond  the  scope  of  ordinary  resources  for  new  works,  of  which  several  are 
very  urgently  needed,  in  addition  to  the  drainage. 

10.  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  the  strongest  efforts  were  made  and  that  the  best 
possible  arguments  were  used  in  order  to  lead  the  elected  majority  on  the  right  path. 

11.  The  dissolution  was  due  to  Sir  Arthur  Fremantle  having  considered  it  to  be 
a  matter  of  supreme  urgency  that  Letters  Patent  should  be  passed  during  his  tenure  of 
ofl&ce.  This  resulted  in  a  diminution  of  the  number  of  Elected  Members.  The  early 
dissolution  was  the  constitutional  result  of  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  the  members, 
and  my  predecessor  may  probably  have  satisfied  you  that  his  recommendations  were 
necessary. 

12.  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Cachia  Zammit  describe  the  electric  lighting  undertaking 
and  the  extension  of  the  railway  as  "dangerous  speculations*';  that  they  should 
include  "  the  camber "  under  the  designation  of  a  speculation  is  an  obvious  mistake 
that  does  not  call  for  report. 

13.  The  electric  lighting  enterprise  and  the  rehabilitation  and  extension  of  the 
railway  (which  had  failed  under  a  hmited  company)  have  been  carried  out  from  the 
immovable  property  account,  that  is,  from  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  public  landed 
estate,  which,  according  to  law,  could  only  be  invested  in  interest  earning  under- 
takings. Both  the  railway  and  the  electric  lighting  concerns  produce  a  better  return 
than  the  previous  investment  of  the  money  in  Consols.  Provision  is  made  for  a 
reserve  fund,  and  the  investments  are,  and  must  be,  rapl31y  increasing  in  value. 
Moreover,  the  people  of  Malta  enjoy,  besides  the  interest  on  the  capital  outlay,  the 
advantage  of  cheap  locomotion,  and  of  efiicient  lighting  of  streets  and  harbours. 
This  indirect  check  on  smuggling  and  the  local  investment  ot  local  capital,  as  well  as 
obvious  mihtary  reasons,  make  electricity  preferable  to  gas.  There  has  been  no  loss 
and  great  gain. 

14.  The  minor  works,  the  addition  to  the  police,  the  creation  of  new  appoint- 
ments for  additions  to  the  police,  for  the  new  marine  police,  for  the  Public  Health 
Department,  for  Technical  Schools,  and  manv  other  reforms,  have  been  voted  by 
previous  Councils  and  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  Secretarv  of  State.  These  measures 
nave  added  to  the  progress  of  Malta,  and  have  been  carried  out  with  great  economy. 

15.  Before  the  drainage  scheme  could  be  taken  in  hand,  the  Government  had  to 
settle  the  question  of  the  continuance  of  the  system  of  a  military  contribution  of 
3-7ths  of  the  cost,  under  which  the  drainage  of  the  fortified  towns  was  first  instituted 
and  has  hitherto  been  maintained,  as  it  would  have  been  useless  to  approach  the 
CouncU  of  Government  for  a  vote  of  more  than  4-7ths  of  the  cost  of  the  extension 
scheme,  until  the  Naval  and  Military  Authorities  had  been  pressed  to  contribute  a 
share  which  was  considered  to  be  established  by  previous  custom  and  agreement. 

16.  The  Imperial  contribution  of  25  per  cent,  for  a  portion  of  the  drainage 
extension  scheme  was  only  sanctioned  by  your  despatch  of  the  25th  June, 
1898,*  after  very  careful  consideration  and  prolonged  correspondence.  The  Ordinance 
to  increase  the  revenue  by  additional  taxation  was  read  the  first  time  on  the  19th 
April,  1899,  after  the  motion  for  the  first  reading  had  been  postponed  at  the  sitting 
held  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month.  The  motion  for  the  second  reading  was  three 
times  postponed,  viz.,  on  the  26th  and  28th  April  and  on  the  26th  May,  and  the 
Ordinance  was  read  the  second  time  on  the  7th  June;  when  I  intimated  to  the 
Council  that  any  further  postponement  would  be  considered  as  a  rejection  of  the 
Ordinance.  The  motion  for  going  into  Committee  was  postponed  on  the  14th  June, 
and  as  my  warning  was  disregarded  the  question  was  referred  to  you,  to  be  dealt  with 
by  an  Order  in  Council. 

17.  The  Ordinance  for  the  raising  of  the  loan  for  drainage  works  was  passed 
by  the  Council  of  Government  on  the  22nd  April,  1897. 

18.  The  efforts  of  Dr.  Mizzi  to  repeal  this  Ordinance,  and  the  misuse  by  the 
Elected  Members  of  the  time  of  the  Council  in  such  useless  attempts  are  the  main 
cause  of  the  political  embarrassments  set  out  in  the  communication  by  Dr.  Mizzi  and 
Mr.  Cachia  Zammit.  Nevertheless,  the  Government  has  effectively  and  quickly  over- 
come the  difficulties  created  by  politicians;  in  debate  the  Elected  Members  of  the 
Council  have -failed  to  make  a  mark,  and  the  public  now  take  but  little  interest  in 

•  Not  printed. 
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what  they  say.     The  drainage  works  have  made  rapid  progress,  and  I  am  satisfied 
that,  in  the  result,  the  policy  of  the  Government  has  given  general  satisfaction. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  9. 

Council  Debates. 

Sitting  No.  10— Wednesday,  June  7,  1899. 

The  President — ^Before  the  Crown  Advocate  moves  the  second  reading  of  this 
Ordinance,  I  have  a  few  words  to  say  to  the  Council.  There  are  few  questions  on 
which  I  should  presume  to  interfere  with  your  discussions,  but  by  this  Ordinance 
means  are  provided  to  enable  the  Government  to  carry  out  the  drainage  scheme,  as 
recommended  by  the  Sanitary  Authorities.  On  this  drainage  scheme  depends  the 
health,  nay,  the  lives,  of  your  fellow  countiymen.  This  Ordinance  has  been  before 
the  Council  since  the  19th  April,  and  the  Government  cannot  any  longer  consent  to 
a  postponement  of  the  question.  Any  further  delay  will  be  taken  by  the  Government 
as  a  refusal  to  grant  the  necessary  funds,  and  steps  will  be  taken,  in  accordance  with 
the  Constitution,  to  carry  out  the  scheme  by  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  State.  I 
earnestly  hope  and  trust  that  this  course  may  not  be  necessary,  and  that  Elected 
Members  will  take  a  reasonable  View  of  this  question,  and  do  their  obvious  duty  by 
the  discussion  and  the  passing  of  this  Ordinance ;  thereby  ensuring  the  sanitation  of 
these  Islands,  and  protection  against  future  epidemics.  I  must,  in  conclusion,  point 
out  to  the  Council  that  repeated  refusals  to  vote  useful  legislation  renders  the  Con- 
stitution entirely  unworkable,  and  also  may  end  by  its  revision  and  its  reformation. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  9. 

Minute  Paper. 
CraEF  Secretary,  June  16,  1899. 

In  addressing  the  Council  of  Government  on  the  7th  instant,  I  intimated  that 
any  further  delay  in  the  consideration  of  the  Draft  Ordinance  "  To  increase  the  public 
Revenue  of  these  Islands,  and  to  amend  the  Ordinance  promulgated  by  Proclamation 
No.  VIII.,  of  3rd  November,  1837,"  would  be  taken  by  the  Government  as  a  refusal 
to  grant  the  necessary  funds  to  enable  the  Government  to  carry  out  the  drainage 
scheme,  and  that  steps  should  be  taken,  in  accordance  with  the  Constitution,  to  carry 
out  the  scheme  by  an  appeal  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

I  regret  that  on  the  14th  instant  the  consideration  of  the  above  Ordinance  in 
Committee  was  postponed  by  the  votes  of  all  the  Elected  Members  present.  The 
Ordinance  must,  therefore,  be  withdrawn  by  this  Government  from  the  consideration 
of  the  Council,  and  submitted  to  the  Imperial  Government,  to  be  dealt  with  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Constitution,  as  explained  in  paragraph  four  of  Sir  Henry  Holland's 
despatch  of  the  14th  December,  1887. 

The  necessary  preparations  to  carry  out  the  drainage  works,  under  Schedule  B, 
will  be  commenced  to-morrow. 

F.  Grenfell, 

Governor. 
Laid  on  the  table  of  the  Council  on  16th  June,  1899. 

Wm.  Casolani, 

Clerk  to  the  Council. 

No.  10. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  December  19,  1899.) 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  December  15,  1899. 

With  reference  to  my  despat<^h  of  the  14th  instant,*  I  have  the  honour  to 
sufbmit  the  observations  you  desire  on  a  communication  of  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Cachia 
Zammit,  dated  London,  1st  August,  1899,  on  the  subject  of  Ordinance  No.  XL,  of 
1898,  *'  To  make  some  provisions  relating  to  public  meetings  and  assemblies." 

•  No.  9. 
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2.  The  statement  that  ''the  Ordinance  abolishes  the  right  of  making* demon- 
strations and  political  processions  of  any  kind  in  any  inhabited  place  "  is  misleading, 
inasmuch  as  the  only  prohibition  contained  in  the  Ordinance  is  "  to  proceed  to  a 
public  meeting,  or  to  return  therefrom,  in  procession  in  any  mhabited  place." 

3.  The  Ordinance  does  not  prevent  political  meetings,  but  requires  that  previous 
notice  thereof  be  given  to  the  police  and  that  the  consent  oi  the  police  be  obtained. 
The  law  has  not  been,  and  would  not  be,  applied  to  prevent  open-air  meetings  outside 
the  fortifications. 

4.  It  has,  however,  effectively  checked  the  pubUc  nuisance  of  the  collection  of 
idle  crowds  by  a  brass  band,  or  other  expedients,  in  the  narrow  thoroughfares  of 
Valletta,  under  the  pretext  of  discussing  pohtical  questions,  but  in  a  manner  better 
calculated  to  make,  by  a  displav  of  physical  force  and  of  numbers,  an  imdue  impression 
on  the  unthinking  or  on  the  faint  hearted. 

5.  Political  discussion,  as  understood  in  England,  was  very  rare  at  such  meetings. 
Speeches  were  delivered  to  crowds,  of  whom  only  a  small  proportion  were  either 
electors  or  persons  of  standing,  after  which  the  crowds  paraded  or  encumbered  the 
very  narrow  thoroughfares  of  Valletta. 

6.  Nevertheless,  such  meetings  had  weight  on  several  occasions  with  Elected 
Members  and  Members  of  the  Board  of  Health,  and  on  persons  who  appear  to  have 
been  terrorized  by  numbers  and  display. 

7.  The  Grovernment,  rightly  or  wrongly,  has  not  as  a  rule  considered  it  advisable 
to  disperse  such  meetings  by  force,  or  to  take  proceedings  against  the  persons  who 
were  parties  to,  or  organizers  of,  open  air  meetings,  even  when  they  assumed  the 
nature  of  illegal  assemblies ;  it  appeared  to  be  impolitic  to  make  martyrs  of  them,  or 
to  endanger  the  prestige  of  the  administration  of  the  law  by  initiating  leng^thy  trials 
before  a  jury,  which  were  likely  to  miscarry,  and  might  entail  a  great  strain  on  the 
legal  staff  available  for  such  prosecutions. 

8.  On  the  6th  May,  1891,  a  meeting  of  the  Council  was  fixed  to  take  place  at  the 
Palace,  notwithstanding  that  the  Elected  Members  had  resigned,  with  a  view  to  make 
the  business  of  the  Council  impossible,  in  the  hope  either  that  the  obtaining  of  a 
"  quorum "  might  be  prevented  or  that  the  Government  would  be  deterred  from 
carrying  on  business  with  an  official  "  quorum  "  of  six,  an  agitation  was  organized 
against  the  holding  of  the  meeting  of  the  Council. 

9.  The  Government,  having  been  warned,  and  in  view  of  a  previous  instance 
of  an  organized  mob  being  led  to  penetrate  into  the  precincts  of  the  Palace  and  up 
the  stairs  into  the  Governor's  apartment,  gave  orders  to  the  police  that  during  the 
sitting  of  the  Council  on  that  day,  the  Palace  should  be  guarded  and  that  no  one 
should  be  admitted  into  the  Palace  who  was  not  authorized  on  the  public  service,  or 
was  not  duly  provided  with  a  reporter's  ticket  or  a  ticket  of  admission  as  a  stranger. 

10.  Mr.  Savona,  surrounded  by  a  mob,  endeavoured  to  defy  that  order;  but 
finding  the  Palace  properly  guarded,  and  that  the  reformed  police,  under  an  English 
superintendent,  was  not  going  to  be  terrorized  by  him  or  by  the  mob,  Mr.  Savona 
vilhdrew,  to  the  general  amusement  of  aU  spectators  (among  whom  was  the  Chief 
Secretary),  and  the  mob,  without  a  leader,  was  left  face  to  face  with  the  police. 

11.  A  rush  was  made  at  the  entrance  of  the  Palace,  but  it  was  repelled  by  the 
Police,  who  were,  on  this  occasion,  armed  with  the  police  truncheon,  of  which  they 
made  the  use  to  which  it  is  put  on  emergencies  in  England. 

12.  The  sitting  of  the  Council  was  duly  held ;  the  access  of  the  official  "  quorum  " 
was  not  prevented  by  the  mob,  and  the  politicians  and  their  dupes  were  surprised 
when  they  discovered  that  the  Government  of  Malta  had  become  sufficiently  firm  and 
the  police  sufficiently  effective  to  prevent  a  meeting  of  the  Legislature  from  being 
terrorized  or  stopped  by  a  mob  in  the  Palace  Square. 

13.  The  collision  between  the  police  and  the  people,  which  had  begun  at  the 
gates  of  the  Palace,  spread  to  other  parts  of  the  town ;  tne  mob  and  those  who  relied 
on  its  influence  were  labouring  under  the  keenest  disappointment  at  the  disappearance 
of  a  power  based  on  physical  force  which  thev  thought  they  had  possessed ;  on  the 
other  hand  the  police  became  excited,  and,  after  being  attacked,  they  made  an  un- 
necessary use  of  their  truncheons,  and  also  ill-treated  some  of  the  persons  who  were 
arrested  in  the  scuffle.  There  were  gross  cases  of  ill-treatment  of  the  police  at  the 
hands  of  the  mob,  and  there  were  inexcusable  reprisals.  No  lives  were  lost,  nor  does 
it  appear  that  any  ^f  those  who  took  part  in  the  scuffle  were  permanently  or  seriously 
injured. 

14.  The  fact  is  that  on  that  day  the  mob  and  the  politicians  realised  that  an 
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efficient  police  force  had  been  organized  in  Malta,  and  that  the  balance  of  physical 
force  was  in  favour  of  the  Government. 

15.  Since  the  passing  of  Ordinance  No.  11  of  1898,  "To  make  some  provisions 
relating  to  public  meetings  and  assemblies,"  attempts  have  been  made  in  the  Council 
to  repeal  the  same.  Those  attempts  have  been  met  by  the  disallowance,  or  "  veto  *' 
of  the  Governor,  supported  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

16.  I  would  refer  to  the  despatch  of  my  predecessor  of  the  21st  of  April,  1898,* 
reserving  the  Ordinance  for  a  signification  of  Her  Majesty's  pleasure  thereon,  and 
to  the  amendment  thereof  by  Her  Majesty,  communicated  by  your  despatch  of  the 
13th  June,  1898  * 

17.  It  is  clear  to  me  that  it  is  my  duty  and  that  of  every  Governor  of  this 
fortress  to  continue  to  disallow  any  Ordinance  tending  to  repeal  Ordinance  No.  11  of 
189"8,  and  I  think  it  would  be  advisable  that  Dr.  Mizzi  and  those  who  think  with 
him  should  clearly  understand  that  they  are  misusing  the  powers  of  an  elected  majority 
when  they  waste  the  time  of  the  Council  by  attempting  repealing  legislation. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


No.  11. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL. 

Sra,  Downing  Street,  January  19,  1900. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  3rd  of 
November,!  transmitting  a  further  communication  addressed  to  me  by  Dr.  F.  Mizzi 
and  Mr.  C.  Zammit,  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government,  as  a  sequel  of  the  inter- 
view which  I  granted  to  them  at  the  Colonial  Office  on  the  31st  of  July  last 

2.  I  am  not  prepared  to  allow  the  correspondence  of  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit, 
in  connexion  with  their  mission  to  London,  to  be  kept  open  indefinitely,  and,  as  nearlv 
six  months  have  elapsed  since  the  date  of  their  interview,  I  request  that  you  will  call 
upon  them  to  transmit,  through  you,  before  the  middle  of  February,  any  further 
instalment  of  this  correspondence  which  they  desire  to  submit. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  CHAMBERLAIN. 


No.  12. 

Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  March  5, 1900.) 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  February  27,  1900. 

With  reference  to  the  correspondence  J  mentioned  in  the  margin,  I  have  the 
honour  to  forward  a  final  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Cachia  Zammit. 
The  reasons  alleged  for  the  long  delay  in  closing  this  correspondence  appear  to  be 
hardly  adequate  or  suitahle. 

2.  The  debates  in  the  Council  of  Government  show  that  full  information  was 
given  by  the  Official  Members  regarding  the  basis  on  which  valuations  of  the  difiEerent 
sites  had  been  arrived  at  in  connection  with  the  proposed  exchange  of  the  Military 
Bakery ;  the  departmental  correspondence  on  the  subject,  apart  from  the  question 
of  valuation,  is  obviously  a  side  issue. 

3.  The  steps  taken  by  me  and  reported  in  my  despatch  of  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber,|  by  which  the  question  of  the  value  of  the  Hospital  was  altogether  separated  from 
the  question  of  the  value  of  the  Bakery,  and  my  ofiEer  to  rehnquish  the  Military 
interests  in  the  use  of  the  site  of  the  Bakery  in  consideration  of  £2B,000,  have  alto- 
gether deprived  the  Elected  Members,  and  particularly  Dr.  Mizzi,  of  any  excuse  for 
the  setting  out  of  any  grievances  in  the  form  adopted  in  paragraphs  3,  4,  5,  6,  T,  8, 
and  9  of  Sie  enclosed  remonstrance. 

4.  Dr.  Mizzi  set  his  name  to  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Select  Committee^ 
recommending  the  solution  of  the  question  which  I  had  proposed.  When  the  adoption 
of  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Select  Committee  was  submitted  to  the  Council 
of  Government,  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Dr.  Pullicino,  who  both  had  signed  the  report,  stood  out 
to  avoid  voting  in  support  of  their  convictions,  and,  instead  of  using  their  influence  ta 

cause  the  adoption  of  the  report,  which  they  had  signed,  they,   on  the  i6th  instant^ 

.  ■ ,  ■  I ,  ■ . . .  ■  ■  ■-         t  ■        ■    ■    I  ■  ■      ■ 
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allowed  the  elected  majority  of  the  Council  to  throw  out  the  report  to  which  they 
themselves  ha4  been  parties. 

5.  It  is  notorious  that  the  site  of  the  Military  Bakery  is  worth,  and  would  fetch 
in  the  market,  about  £30,000,  which  has  been  mentioned  by  a  willing  purchaser. 
This  circumstance  is  sufl&cient  evidence  to  show  that  unreasoning  obstruction  to  t)ro- 
posals  mutually  advantag;eous  to  the  Local  and  to  the  Imperial  Government  has  been 
shown  in  these  negotiations,  to  an  extent  that  cannot  be  explained  away  by  the 
arguments  adduced. 

6.  As  to  the  relative  values  of  the  two  sites,  the  incidence  of  Military  Clearance 
Eights  was  throughout  an  uncertain  factor  which  could  hardly  be  estimated.  The 
Bakery  site  was  obviously  a  building  site,  as  to  which  the  exercise  of  Military 
Clearance  Rights  was  very  remote  and  hardly  possible ;  whereas,  with  regard  to  the 
site  of  the  Hospital  at  Floriana,  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  Military  Clearance 
Rights  could,  and  would,  have  been  exercised,  if  high  buildings  were  in  contemplation. 
Moreover,  the  Bakery  site,  being  in  the  centre  of  Valletta,  might  be  considered  to  be 
an  easily  saleable  asset,  whereas  the  obtaining  of  the  valuation  of  the  Hospital  site  m 
the  suburb  of  Floriana  was  always  problematical. 

7.  The  necessity  of  constructing  a  new  Civil  Hospital  is  recognised  by  all  impar- 
tial  authorities,  and  probably  by  some  of  the  Elected  Members,  who,  however,  have 
bound  themselves  so  deeply  against  any  revision  of  the  system  of  taxation,  that  they 
are  politically  constrained  to  oppose  most  useful  reforms,  because  they  have  not, 
politically,  the  ability  to  discuss  and  agree  to  measures  for  providing  funds. 

8.  With  regard  to  paragraph  2  of  the  remonstrance  of  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Cachia 
Zammit,  the  Constitution  of  1887  provides  that  three  prominent  Elected  Members 
should  form  part  of  the  Executive  Council-,  in  order  that  the  Government  might  be  in 
possession  of  responsible  advice,  in  addition  to,  and  independent  of,  the  opinions  of 
the  Official  Members  in  that  Council.  Dr.  Mizzi  and  some  of  his  followers,  adopted 
the  theory  that,  as  Elected  Members  of  the  Executive  Council,  they  could  make 
themselves  indispensable,  bring  the  Government  to  a  standstill  by  resigning,  keep 
every  other  Member  out,  and  thus  construct  a  political  machine  for  forcing  the 
Governor  to  make  appointments  to  pubUc  offices,  and  otherwise  to  carry  on  the 
Government  at  the  bidding  of  Dr.  Mizzi. 

9.  No  such  interpretation  of  the  Constitution  of  1887  was  in  the  mind  of  those 
who  understood  it,  and  who  are  responsible  for  its  being  framed. 

10.  The  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  1887  was  to  give  a  greater  measure  of 
political  equality  as  between  Maltese  and  English  subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  without 
lessening  the  ultimate  responsibility  of  the  Governor. 

11.  Dr.  Mizzi's  interpretation  would  imply  that  the  power  should  be  wielded 
by  him,  or  by  the  press  on  which  he  is  dependent,  without  the  necessity  of  his  being 
able  or  willing  to  perform  the  duties  or  uphold  the  responsibility  of  actual  adminis- 
tration. 

12.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Elected  Members  of  real  administrative  ability  could, 
by  accepting  seats  in  the  Executive  Council,  exercise  very  great  control  on  the  Local 
Government;  and,  in  my  opinion,  this  is  all  the  power  that  could,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  education,  be  conceded  in  a  great  Fortress,  where  Naval  and  Military  interests 
and  the  rights  of  the  non-Maltese  inhabitants  require  careful  weaving  m  with  local 
requirements,  and  cannot  be  left  at  the  mercy  oSf  Dr.  Mizzi,  or  of  changeable  and 
uncertain  elected  majorities,  composed  of  persons  with  the  administrative  ability  of 
the  average  elected  member,  or  even  of  the  most  able  that  has  been  recently  elected. 

13.  The  harmony,  or  conciliation,  which  Dr.  Mizzi  appears  to  desire,  can  only  be 
achieved  by  its  being  clearly  understood  that  Elected  Members  in  the  Executive 
Council  are,  in  the  very  terms  of  the  constitution  of  that  Body,  present  to  give  advice, 
or  to  record  dissent,  while  the  Governor 'alone  is  responsible  for  action. 

14.  There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that,  if  the  Official  Members  of  the  Executive 
Council  were  unable  or  unwilling  to  justly  consider  local  requirements  in  advising  the 
Governor  in  that  Council,  there  would  be  real  grievances  which  would  produce  a 
corresponding  outcry,  and  Maltese  gentlemen  of  ability  and  influence  would  be  more 
willing  to  be  elected  as  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government,  in  order  that  they 
might  enter  the  Executive  Council  and  obtain  redress. 

15.  The  Government  can,  however,  be  easily  carried  on  without  the  presence 
of  Elected  Members  in  the  Evecutive  Council,  and,  I  am  ^lad  to  say,  without  causing 
grievances  in  which  the  public  takes  much  interest.  This  is-,  in  my  opinion,  provea 
by  the  circumstance  that  at  recent  elections  the  public  has  taken  little  or  no  interest 
to  know  who  the  candidates  were,  or  what  they  were  likely  to  do.     I  may  also  state 
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that,  although  the  admission  of  strangers  to  the  Council  of  Government  is  quite  easy 
and  ample  space  is  provided,  the  benches  have  of  late  been  conspicuously  empty. 

16.  I  am  always  prepared  to  grant  an  interview  to  Elected  Members,  tf  they 
apply  for  it,  for  a  definite  ooject  of  public  utility ;  but  it  is  clear  to  me  that,  according 
to  the  Constitution,  the  Executive  Council  is  the  means  established  foi  Elected 
Members  to  exercise  a  just  influence  on  the  Government. 

17.  I  have  reason  to  apprehend  that  Dr.  Mizzi  is  fully  alive  to  this  fact,  but 
would  be  unable  to  maintain  a  majority  in  the  Council  of  Government  if  he  and  others 
were  to  join  the  Executive  Council,  on  account  of  the  jealousy  inseparable  from  the 
acceptance  of  office,  and  of  the  circumstance  that  Elected  Members  would  in  the 
Executive  Coimcil  be  influenced  by  reason  and  common  sense  to  agree  more  frequently 
to  Government  measures,  such  as  the  acceptance  of  £26,000  for  the  military  interests 
in  the  Fomi  Bakery  site.  Nevertheless,  Dr.  Mizzi  would,  in  view  of  his  political 
position  as  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  a  violently  anti-English  newspaper,  be  at  times 
unable  to  support  the  recommendations  of  the  Executive  Council  with  his  vote  in 
the  Council  of  Government,  on  account  of  political  considerations. 

18.  But  the  influence  of  the  anti-English  party  is  daily  diminishing;  it  has  prac- 
tically lost  its  power  to  hamper  the  Government  in  important  reforms,  and,  on  the 
occasions  when  they  may  do  so,  the  remedy  of  an  Order  in  Council  is  provided  by  the 
Constitution,  and  meets  effectively  such  urgent  requirements  as  the  Secretary  of  State 
may  desire  to  deal  with,  after  considering  the  arguments  for  which  any  particular 
measures  may  have  been  rejected  by  the  Council  of  Government.  The  number  of 
Maltese  gentlemen  whose  education  and  feelings  are  in  unison  with  other  Colonies 
of  the  British  Empire  is  daily  increasing,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  not 
indefinitely  forego  opportunities  of  showing  their  ability  by  becoming  Members  of 
the  Council  of  Government  and  of  the  Executive  Council. 

19.  The  position  of  those  whose  education  is  so  un-English  as  to  make  their 
success  in  life  now-a-days  impossible,  deserves  commiseration ;  they  still  command  the 
local  political  press,  but  the  rising  generation  will  in  time  command  political  influence 
in  the  journals  printed  in  English. 

20.  As  the  press  is  mentioned  in  this  appeal,  I  must  express  my  regret  that  the 
local  press,  controlled  by  Dr.  Mizzi,  should  contain  constant  attacks  on  Her  Majesty's- 
Army  and  Navy  and  on  the  English  community,  and  that  unpatriotic  and  disloyal 
sentiments  should  be  promulgated  with  the  view  of  creating  discord,  such  attacks 
being,  in  my  opinion,  wholly  mcompatible  with  the  position  of  a  gentleman  who  ha» 
sworn  allegiance  to  the  Queen. 

21.  The  present  is  a  period  of  transition.  It  is  therefore,  a  period  of  difficulty, 
but,  with  the  support  I  have  received  from  the  Colonial  Office,  the  difficulties  are  being- 
overcome  with  patience,  vdth  success,  and,  apparently,  without  giving  rise  to  any  such 
grievances  as  would  command  general  attention. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  12. 


Sm,  Malta,  Valletta,  February  19,  1900. 

As  a  conclusion  of  the  observations  you  kindly  allowed  us  to  submit  tc  you 
with  reference  to  the  various  matters  mentioned  by  Sir  A.  J.  L.  Fremantle  in  his- 
despatch  of  the  29th  December,  1898,  we  beg  to  submit  some  remarks  on  section  12 
of  that  despatch,  having  reference  to  the  Fomi  Exchange,  and  on  sections  2,  14,  15, 
relative  to  the  constitution  of  our  Government.  We  beg  you,  now,  to  forgive  our 
delay,  which  at  first  was  due  to  family  illness  (as  Dr.  Mizzi  has  informed  Mr.  Wing- 
field),  and  subsequently  to  a  sense  of  delicacy  on  our  part,  not  having  thought  proper 
CO  engage,  under  the  existing  circumstances,  your  attention  on  our  aSairs. 

2.  Sir  A.  J.  L.  Fremantle,  at  section  12,  brings  the  following  charee  against 
the  Elective  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government: — "The  exchange  of  the  pro- 
perty between  the  Civil  and  the  Military  called  the  Fomi  Exchange,  upon  which  years 
of  negotiations  and  iiffinite  trouble  have  been  devoted,  has  been  rendered  impossible 
by  the  vote  of  the  whole  elected  bench,  who  denied  to  place  the  extra  duties  on  spirits- 
required  in  order  to  provide  a  new  hospital,  which  is  considered  absolutely  necessary 
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by  every  Doctor  in  Malta."  The  late  Governor  only  alleges  the  weakest  of  our  reasons, 
but  we  make  it  our  duty  to  explain  the  further  reasons  that  justify  the  action  of  the 
elected  bench. 

3.  In  the  second  sitting  of  the  very  short  Legislature,  October-December,  1898, 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  Government  proposed  to  the  Council  the  exchange  of  the 
Mihtary  Bakery  with  the  Central  Civil  Hospital,  stating  that  the  hospital  was  anti- 
hygienic,  and  a  new  one  was  necessary.  It  is  evident  that  the  proposal  had  to  draw 
our  attention  to  two  important  questions,  namely,  first,  whether  the  proposed  exchange 
was  advantageous  or  not  to  the  country ;  second,  how  much  would  we  have  to  spend 
for  a  new  hospital,  and  with  what  advantage  to  the  country. 

4.  The  nrst  question  was  amply  discussed  by  the  Elected  Members,  and  every 
one  of  us  could  not  but  remain  under  the  impression  that  an  unreasonable  sacrifice 
was  being  asked  from  the  country.  We  wished  to  know  beforehand  the  valuation 
which  had  been  made  of  both  properties.  The  Honourable  Superintendent  of  Public 
Works  gave  the  reply  that  the  ground  of  the  Forni  (in  Valletta)  is  42,196  feet,  and 
that  the  area  of  the  hospital  (in  Floriana,  suburb  of  Valletta)  is  6&,555  feet;  (1)  that 
the  value  of  the  Forni  ground  had  been  estimated  at  13s.  per  foot,  at  a  total  of  £29,333, 
and  the  hospital  ground  at  8s.  per  foot,  at  a  total  of  £26,666,  with  the  addition  of  a 
further  sum  of  £3,000,  value  of  the  existing  building  on  that  ground,  that  brings  the 
total  value  of  the  hospital  to  £29,666 ;  (2)  but  before  giving  these  informations  the 
Honourable  Superintendent  of  Public  Works  was  asked  to  place  the  valuations  on  the 
Council  Table,  and  he  denied  to  do  it,  alleging  that  they  were  attached  to  papers  of  a 
confidential  nature,  and  that  it  was  not  customary  to  place  such  papers  on  the  Council 
Table  (3). 

We  beg  to  leave  to  your  consideration,  Sir,  whether  it  was  right  or  not  to  deny  to 
the  Council  the  valuation  of  properties  for  the  exchange  of  which  authority  is  asked 
to  the  Council.  Of  course,  tne  Government  Officials,  who,  not  being  responsible  to 
the  Council,  are  not  in  a  position  that  conciliates  to  them  the  confidence  of  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  by  a  conduct  such  as  that  described  above  they  show  them- 
selves unworthy  of  credit. 

5.  In  the  sitting  of  the  30th  November,  1898,  the  Honourable  Crown  Advocate 
undertook  the  task  to  prove  that,  although  the  value  of  the  hospital,  in  accordance 
with  the  valuation  that  had  been  made,  exceeded  by  £6,433  the  value  of  the  bakery, 
yet,  the  bakery  was  more  valuable  than  the  hospital  (4).  Thus,  the  Elected  Members 
came  to  discover  that  the  hospital  was  valued  £6,433  more  than  the  bakery,  contrary 
to  what  had  been  stated  by  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works  (5),  and  that  it  was, 
in  fact,  a  sacrifice  of  £6,433,  that  which  the  Mihtary  Commander,  Sir  A.  J.  L  Fre- 
mantle,  with  the  oo-operation  of  the  Civil  Governor,  Sir  A.  J.  L.  Fremantle  was 
hurrying  through  the  Council  of  Government. 

This  revelation  coincided  perfectly  with  the  opinion  held  by  the  Elected  Members, 
who,  although,  with  the  exception  of  one  of  them,  they  are  not  technical  men  in  the 
matter,  yet,  for  the  practice  they  have  of  local  affairs,  could  not  persuade  themselves 
that  the  hospital  was  not  of  a  greater  value  than  the  bakery. 

6.  We  have  said  that  the  Crown  Advocate,  in  giving  us  the  information  that  the 
hospital  was  valued  £6,433  more  than  the  bakery,  assumed  to  prove  that  the  bakery 
was  of  higher  value  than  the  hospital.  This  might  lead  you  to  believe  that  the  Crown 
Advocate  s  speech  could  have  explained  the  apparent  contradiction  between  his  own 
statements  and  between  his  statements  and  those  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Works;  but,  if  you,  Sir,  take  the  trouble  to  read  the  Crown  Advocate's  speech,  quoted 
by  us  (Debates,  Sitting  No.  8,  of  November  30th,  1898,  col.  415),  you  will  remain 
convinced  that  the  contradiction  becomes  still' more  evident,  masmuch  as  the  strangle 
hypothesis  of  the  Crown  Advocate  is  that  the  hospital  would  be  sold  to  private  indivi- 
duals and  would  have  to  be  demolished,  whilst  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works 
sets  a  value  of  £3,000  on  the  building  of  the  hospital,  apart  of  the  value  of  the  ground. 

7.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Elected  Members  arrived  at  tEe  conclusion 
that  the  bargain  would  have  imposed  a  sacrifice  on  the  country.  Now,  could  they  be 
blamed  for  trying  to  spare  the  civil  population  from  further  pressure  from  the  Military 
Governor,  as  such,  who  ^as  sacrificing  civil  interests  to  wnat  he  rightly  or  v^nrongly 

(1.)  Debates,  sitting  No.  2,  November  2,  1898.— Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  Col.  86,  87. 

(2.)  Ibid. 

(3.)  Ibid,  Col.  86. 

(4.)  Debates,  sitting  No.  8,  November  30, 1898.— Crown  Advocate,  Col.  415. 

(5.)  Debates,  sitting  No.  2,  November  2, 1898. — Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  Col.  86,  87. 
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considered  the  supremacy  of  Military  interests  of  a  very  questionable  importance,  and 
calling  for  abnegation  and  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  civil  population  ?  Our  country 
is  not  in  a  position  to  submit  to  sacrifices.  It  lacks  the  most  necessary  things  which 
the  progress  of  times  requires.  We  will  not  annoy  you  by  giving  you  a  list  of  our 
wants.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  we  require  schools  of  siifficient  extension  and  a  lyceum 
that  could  accommodate  the  number  of  pupils  asking  for  admission.  And  it  is  only 
a  few  months  ago  that  the  uncalled  for  procedure  of  an  Order  in  Council  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  was  resorted  to  with  constitutional  violence,  no  doubt  suggested 
by  the  local  officials,  and  which  we  venture  to  think  must  have  given  you  considerable 
anxiety,  as  a  Constitutional  Authority,  on  being  asked  to  cover  with  your  high 
responsibihty  the  action  of  local  officials. 

The  Elected  Members  could  not  be  expected  to  do  what  Sir  A.  J.  L.  Fremantle 
and  the  Executive  Council  did,  and  so  they  refused  the  proposed  exchange.  Wealthy 
England  does  not  require  this  paltry  sacrifice  from  poor  Malta ;  and  this  action  of  the 
Official  Members  must  be,  and  no  doubt  it  is,  resented  by  every  Englishman  as  an 
act  of  servihty,  whilst  they  could  much  better  serve  their  superiors  by  conciliating 
local  interests  with  the  legitimate  requirements  of  the  service,  and  thus  strengthen 
the  bonds  of  affection  between  the  Maltese  and  what  should  be  their  beloved  Colonial 
Secretary. 

Malta  has  been  submitted  to  a  Military  Governor,  and  for  this  calamity  it  has 
to  pay  the  Governor  £3,000  a  year,  nay,  up  to  a  short  time  ago,  it  paid  him  £5,000. 
Malta  pays  its  military  contribution,  it  pays  drawback,  and  the  best  property  of  Malta 
is^  occupied  by  the  military  without  any  compensation. 

This  very  bakery,  which  Sir  A.  J.  L.  Fremantle  put  into  his  head  to  exchange 
for  the  hospital,  belonged  to  the  Civil  Government,  by  which,  on  the  1st  January, 
1829,  was  delivered  to  the  Military  Authority  without  any  payinent;  so  that  the 
transaction  proposed  by  our  late  Governor,  Sir  A.  J.  L.  Fremantle,  is  nothing  more  nor 
less  than  to  exchange  what  is  ours  for  what  is  ours. 

Indeed,  the  charge  made  by  our  late  Governor  against  the  Elected  Bench  could 
not  be  more  unjust. 

8.  The  proposed  exchange  was  not  only  imjust  in  itself,  but  It  would  have 
entailed  heavy  and  unjustifiable  expenses. 

The  Honourable  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works  stated  in  Council  that  a 
new  hospital  would  cost  £60,000  (6).  The  Elected  Members,  who  know  by  experience 
that  when  the  Government  are  anxious  to  undertake  a  work  its  valuations  are  always 
low,  feel  justified  to  anticipate  that  a  heavy  percentage  of  excess  would  be  called  for 
had  they  passed  the  scheme ;  but,  however,  tnis  might  be,  it  is  certain  that  the  value 
of  the  ground  is  not  included  in  the  estimate  (7).  The  Elected  Members  asked  for 
information  what  would  the  value  of  the  ground  be,  but  the  answer  was  that  the 
ground  does  not  belong  in  toto  to  the  Government,  and  so  the  valuation  of  the  area 
was  not  yet  made  (8).  Again  they  asked  for  information  as  to  the  extension  of  the 
area  required,  and  the  ai^swer  was  that  the  necessary  ground  was  of  64  acres,  or  about 
2,800,000  feet  (9).  What  is  the  price  of  this  extension  of  land  we  cannot  say,  but  we 
wonder  if  the  proposed  hospital  would  cost,  in  all,  less  than  £100,000  or  two  millions 
and  a  half  of  francs. 

9.  The  Elected  Members  have  considered  that  it  is  quite  impossilSle  to  believe 
that  our  two  hospitals  could  not  be  greatly  improved  with  a  sum  of  money  much  less 
than  that  required  for  the  new  hospital,  which,  after  all,  could  not  aSord  space  but 
for  112  beds  (10)  more  than  the  Central  Hospital  can  contain.  Ten  thousand  pounds 
— ^let  us  say  even  twenty  thousand  pounds,  or  half  a  million  of  francs — ^are  a  very  great 
sum  for  the  improvement  that  can  be  done  in  the  Central  Hospital  and  in  Santo 
Spirito  Hospital. 

10.  Now,  let  us  speak  of  the  constitution  of  our  Government  with  reference  to 
what  Sir  A.  J.  L.  Fremantle  said  in  sections  2,  14,  and  15  of  his  despatcE.  We  shall 
abstain  from  repeating  what  we  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  verbally  and  in 
writing,  which  we  solicit  you  may  favourably  entertain. 

("».)  Debates,  Bittincf  No.  l-i,  November  2, 1898. — Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  Col.  87. 
(7.)  Debates,  sitting  No.  4,  November  9,  1898. — Answer  to  question  No.  iO,  Col.  106. 
(8.)  Ibid. 

(9.)  Debates,  sitting  No.  5,  November  16,  1^98.— Answer  to  question  No.  79,  Col.  177. 
(10.)  Debates,  sitting  No.  3,  November  2,  1898.— Comptroller  of  Ch.  Inst.,  Col.  87. 
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11.  Sir  A.  J.  L.  Fremantle,  at  section  2,  says : — ''  During  the  three  years  of  the 
last  Council  of  Government  (11)  I  experienced  very  little  diflBiculty  in  inducing  three 
of  the  Elected  Members  to  enter  the  Executive  Council." 

The  purport  of  this  proposition  is  incomprehensible  to  him  who  does  not  know  the 
history  to  which  it  refers,  and,  therefore,  we  are  compelled  briefly  to  state  it. 

According  to  the  Constitution  of  1887  the  Government  were  bound  to  call  to  the 
Executive  three  of  the  Elected  Members,  who  enjoyed  the  greater  confidence  of  the 
Elected  Bench ;  but  a  very  short  time  had  elapsed  since  the  concession  of  the  Con- 
stitution when  the  Government  reformed  the  same  in  the  sense  to  allow  to  the 
Governor,  not  only  to  choose  among  the  Elected  Members  those  whom  he  wished 
for  a  seat  in  the  Executive,  without  in  any  way  giving  the  least  thought  about  the 
more  or  less  confidence  they  enjoyed,  but  also  to  choose  for  those  seats  persons  who 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Council. 

Thus,  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  1887  has  been  frustrated,  and  the  three 
Unofficial  Members  of  the  Executive  Council  virtually  became  three  temporary  em- 
ployees, depending  on  the  goodwill  of  the  Governor.  These  three,  far  from  recogniz- 
mg  any  longer  their  right  to  sit  in  the  Executive  Council  in  regard  to  their  own 
political  position  and  the  confidence  they  enjoyed  of  their  colleagues,  they  had  to  own 
their  position  to  the  Governor,  who  not  only  chooses  them  at  his  will,  but  can  also  get 
rid  of  them  whenever  he  likes.  Besides,  whilst  the  Maltese  had  insisted  on  the  Con- 
cession of  1887  with  a  view  of  paving  the  way  for  a  responsible  Government  for  the 
country,  the  Government  was  aiming  in  securing  three  votes  of  the  Elected  Members 
to  add  to  the  six  he  had  on  the  Official  Bench. 

Under  these  circumstances  everybody  persuaded  himself  that  the  Executive 
Council  was  being  turned  into  an  obnoxious  constitution,  and  such  was  the  strength 
of  public  opinion  that  the  Elective  Members  refused  the  seats  in  the  Executive  Council 
and  the  Council  remained  composed  only  of  Official  Members. 

At  the  General  Election  of  1895,  however,  some  words  uttered  in  Council  by  an 
Official  Member  (we  beheve,  by  the  Crown  Advocate)  were  interpreted  as  a  promise 
or  at  least  as  a  hope  of  approaching  reforms  in  the  Constitution,  and  the  majority 
were  of  opinion  that  the  Government  should  be  approached  in  a  conciEatory  spirit. 
Among  other  means  of  the  supposed  conciliation  it  was  proposed  that  the  Elected 
Members  should  accept  seats  in  the  Executive  Council,  and,  in  fact,  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  Sir  A.  J.  L.  Fremantle,  had  not  much  trouble  in  inducing  three  of  them 
to  accept  office. 

We  are  not  going  to  encroach  on  your  valuable  time  in  explaining  to  you  the  deeds 
of  the  Executive  Council  during  the  three  full  years  of  this  Legislature,  we  only  state 
that  it  was  one  of  the  worst  Legislatures  for  the  people. 

12.  At  the  beginning  of  the  next  Legislature,  the  new  elected  entered  the 
Council  in  October,  1898.  Sir  A.  J.  L.  Fremantle  called  three  of  them  and  offered 
them  seats  in  the  Executive  Council,  but  they  declined  the  office.  This  refusal  was 
considered  as  a  fault,  and  the  abolition  of  the  Constitution  was  repeatedly  threatened, 
more  or  less  explicitly,  as  a  consequence  of  their  refusal.  Indeed,  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary to  the  Government,  in  announcing  to  Dr.  Mizzi  that  His  Excellency  the  Governor 
wished  to  speak  to  him  aifd  to  offer  him  and  two  of  his  colleagues  three  seats  in  the 
Executive  Council,  warned  him  amicably  that  tlie  refusal  of  those  seats  might  bring 
as  a  consequence  the  repeal  of  the  Constitution. 

13.  These  menaces  were  absolutely  unjust.  If  the  Government  had  unfettered 
itself  from  the  obligation  of  calling  to  the  Executive  Council  three  of  the  Elected 
Members  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  majority  of  the  Elected  Bench,  if  was 
natural  that  the  corresponding  duty  of  the  Elected  Members  to  accept  that  office 
^ould  cease  as  well.  If  the  office  of  the  Elected  Members  in  the  Executive  Council 
was  no  longer  a  right,  it  could  not  subsist  as  a  duty.  If  the  office  assumed  the  nature 
of  an  employment  under  the  Government,  at  the  goodwill  of  the  Governor,  a  Member 
of  the  Council  of  Government,  like  any  other  citizen,  must  be  free  to  accept  that  office 
or  not. 

The  Government  can  repeal  the  Constitution,  but  it  cannot,  certainly,  be  justified 
in  doing  so  on  the  ground  that  the  Elected  Members  refused  seats  in  the  Executive 
Council. 

14.  On  the  other  side,  there  is  not  at  all  any  convenience  either  to  the  Govern- 
ment or  to  public  in  accepting  these  seats.    The  Government  is  determined  to  abuse 

(11.)  Legislature,  1895-1898. 
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the  right  of  veto  invested  in  the  Governor,  and  certainly  no  one  of  the  Elected 
Members  v^ould  be  ready  to  advise  the  Governor  to  revoke  a  decision  of  the  Council, 
nor  to  share  the  responsibility  of  such  vetoes  with  the  Official  Bench.  Consequently, 
any  one  of  the  Elected  Members  that  would  accept  office  would  find  himself  under 
the  necessity  of  giving  his  resignation  at  the  very  first  veto  of  a  decision  of  the  Council. 

15.  Moreover,  when  we  consider  the  organization  of  the  present  Constitution, 
we  find  this  very  grave  anomaly,  that,  whilst  the  Council  is  composed  of  19  Mem^bers, 
the  Government  (should  three  Elected  Members  accept  office  in  the  Executive  Council) 
would  consist  of  nine  Members  (six  officials  and  three  unofficial),  and  so  in  many 
questions  the  key  of  the  situation  would  be  in  the  hands  of  one  single  member. 

16.  Sir  A.  J.  L.  Fremantle,  at  sections  14  and  15,  speaks  of  upholding  the  Con- 
stitution, as  it  is  a  safety-valve  for  the  ventilation  of  grievances  and  a  very  valuable 
safeguard  against  jobbery  and  nepotism,  and  tends  to  a  good  administration  of  public 
property;  but  he  considers  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the  Council  should  be  warned 
that  certain  tactics  cannot  be  allowed  to  continue. 

All  the  "  tactics  "  of  the  Elected  Members  are  those  enionerated  in  the  several 
paragraphs  of  his  despatch,  and  we  cannot  but  feel  sure  to  have  given  you,  Sir,  such 
explanations  of  the  conduct  of  the  Elected  Bench  as  to  clear  it  ipost  completely  of 
all  the  charges  made  against  it  by  the  late  Governor. 

But  he  calls  "  tactics  "  all  that  the  .Elected  Members  do  in  variance  with  his 
opinions  and  vdshes,  and  the  true  meaning  of  paragraphs  14  and  15  of  his  despatch 
may  be  translated  in  plainer  words  as  follows: — "The  Council  is  a  Boon  until  it 
follows  the  wish  of  the  Governor,  because  it  assumes  the  odiousness  which  otherwise 
would  fall  on  the  latter ;  if,  however,  the  Council  does  not  do  what  the  Governor  wants, 
then  there  are  Her  Majesty's  Orders  in  Council,  there  are  the  vetoes  to  serve  our 
purpose.'* 

Of  course,  if  the  Constitution  must  be  worked  on  such  strange  constitutional 
principles,  it  is  not  worth  haviag.  The  Maltese  will  never  petition  for  the  abolition 
of  the  Constitution,  for  they  have  the  conscience  of  their  right  for  self-government, 
and  they  must  act  in  accordance  with  this  right,  insistiQg  for  a  reform  of  the  Con- 
sitution  in  a  truly  Uberal  sense.  But  they  cannot  be  deterred  at  the  menace  of  the 
repeal  of  the  Constitution,  now  in  force,  if  the  Constitution  must  be  understood  in 
the  sense  of  sections  14  and  15  of  Sir  A.  J.  L.  Fremantle's  despatch. 

17.  In  the  meantime  the  fact  remains  that  those  things  which  are  dearer  to 
the  Maltese  are  forbidden  by  the  Government,  and  those  that  are  odious  are  imposed 
upon  by  the  Government,  and  the  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  ol  Government' 
have  nothing  else  to  do  but  to  impede  that  certain  measures  be  sanctioned  with  the 
consent  and  advice  of  the  Council. 

18.  Public  forbearance  had  reached  a  point  at  which  it  had  to  resort  to  an 
extraordinary  expedient;  a  deputation  was  sent  to  submit  to  you  the  state  of  the 
country.  We  came  to  you,  Sir,  and  mindful  of  the  kind  reception  accorded  to  us,  we 
wish  to  express  our  heartfelt  gratitude  for  having  listened  to  us  and  giving  us  per- 
mission to  submit  to  you,  in  writing,  the  state  of  the  various  questions  that  nad 
reference  to  the  principal  object  of  our  mission. 

One  of  the  foremost  demands  is  that  of  the  concession^  of  a  form  of  Government 
which  might  exempt  us  from  the  guardianship  of  the  permanent  Official  Members. 
At  present,  all  ^powers  are  vested  in  the  hands  of  a  single  person,  and  Malta  depends 
from  him.  Against  this  system  the  Maltese  have  been  claiming  for  the  last  century, 
and  the  wish  of  everybody  is  at  this  moment  to  see  abolished  such  a  system,  and  that 
constitutional  freedom  should  be  granted  to  them,  which  their  forefathers  gained  by 
their  blood  a  century  ago,  and  which  they  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
Government. 

19.  His  Excellency  Sir  Francis  Grenfell,  our  present  Governor,  is  one  of  the  few 
Governors  who,  like  Sir  J.  Lintom  Simmons,  gained  at  first  sight  the  sympathy  of  the 
copulation.  His  appearance  amongst  us  inspired  great  confidence,  and  we  trust  that 
le  will  give  his  valuable  support  to  our  claims,  because  we  consider  him  just  and 

loyal. 

His  Excellency,  however,  has  so  far  been  in  Malta  a  little  more  than  a  year,  and 
what  is  difficult  to  everybody,  to  form  an  opinion  of  the  feelings  of  a  population,  it  is 
much  more  difficult  still  to  him  who  stands  on  high,  surrounded  by  so  many  persons 
who  have  an  interest  to  maintain  their  influence.  As  a  general  rule,  a  Governor  with 
very  great  difficulty  can  succeed  in  finding  out  what  the  true  feelings  of  the  population 
are.    A  Governor  here  is  the  highest  CivH  Authority,  and  access  to  him  is  undoubtedly 
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rather  diJB&cult,  as  no  one  thinks  to  communicate  directly  with  him  but  on  very 
exceptional  circumstances. 

On  the  contrary,  a  Governor  is  approached  by  a  very  limited  number  of  public 
employees,  that  is  to  say,  the  superior  ofl&cers,  and  it  is  through  them  that  he  learns 
of  the  wants  and  feelings  of  the  population  under  his  Government.  Now,  as  a  natural 
result  of  a  system  of  our  Government,  these  ofl&cers,  absolutely  irresponsible  towards 
the  people,  and  dependent  only  on  the  Governor,  cannot  but  have,  as  a  rule,  an  interest 
to  please  the  Governor  and  to  gain  influence,  as  well  as  to  sustain  each  other.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  population  cannot  but  be  aware  of  these  natural  interests,  which 
in  Malta  are  called  "  the  interests  of  the  camarilla,"  and  to  those  interests  they  attri- 
bute rightly  or  wrongly,  all  those  acts  that  are  most  odious  to  the  country.  Here,  we 
wish  to  make  it  clear  and  explicit  that  we  mean  to  reason  in  theory  on  these  interests 
that  the  actual  system  of  Government  ordinarily  raises  in  certain  classes,  and  on  the 
sentimen^  with  which  such  classes  are  naturally  looked  upon  by  the  people ;  we  are 
not  speaking  of  the  particular  conduct  of  any  of  the  past  and  present  officials.  You, 
Sir,  with  that  intelligence  and  wide  experience  which  highly  distinguish  you,  may 
judge  whether  it  be  possible  that  those  interests  never  lead  to  abuses,  and  whether 
the  judgment  of  the  people  was  never  justified. 

Besides  the  very  narrow  circle  of  the  officials,  the  Governor,  in  Malta,  is  ap- 
proached by  another  circle,  wider  than  the  first,  but  yet  rather  narrow  in  itself — ^we 
mean  the  class  of  the  visitors  to  the  Palace ;  but  this  circle  is  not  a  poFtical  one,  and, 
of  course,  no  serious  and  responsible  political  advice  is  ever  asked  to  this  society. 

The  Elected  Members  should  consult  the  Governor,  but  they  are  depicted, 
generally,  with  no  flattering  terms.  Ordinarily  they  are  not  consulted,  nor  do  they 
^ffer  information,  but  they  limit  themselves  to  state  their  views  in  Council. 

What  about  the  press?  In  this  country  there  is  an  ofl&cial  mission  against  the 
press,  and  the  rnot  d'ord/re  is  not  to  care  for  it.  It  is  convenient  for  several  persons  to 
do  so.  However,  we  must,  for  truth's  sake  avow,  that  the  press  sometunes  gives 
occasion  to  the  enemies  of  the  country  to  calumniate  its  intentions.  Under  the  bad 
Grovemment  of  the  Island,  all  those  who  have  not  made  up  their  mind  to  turn  politics 
into  an  industry  must  necessarily  either  doom  themselves  to  tacitumltj  and  an 
apparent  apathy  or  give  themselves  the  trouble  to  defend  public  rights  through  the 
press. 

The  latter,  in  the  acuteness  of  their  grief,  adopt  the  strong  southern  language 
which  on  the  cold  and  calm  English  nature  produces  the  eflfect  of  an  explosion  of 
hatred. 

It  is  therefore  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  the  Governors  of  Malta,  as  a  rule,  misjudge 
the  character  and  the  wishes  of  the  people. 

However,  we  are  confident  that  our  actual  Governor  will  see  through  the  errors 
of  the  traditional  pohcy  so  far  followed,  as  well  as  will  persuade  himself  that  such  a 
poUcy  is  not  only  unjust  towards  the  Maltese  population,  but  detrimental  to  the 
mterests  of  the  Empire,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  take  advantage  of  the  peculiar  ener- 
getic character  of  the  Maltese,  and  that  he  wiU  bring  to  a  hiappy  end  the  task  under- 
taken by  Sir  J.  L.  A.  Simmons. 

We  have,  r&c, 

FORTUNATO  MiZZI. 

S.  CAcmA  Zammit. 
The  Right  Honourable 

Joseph  Chamberlain,  M.P., 

Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
&c.,  &C.',  &c. 


No.  13. 
Mr.  chamberlain  to  Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL. 

[See  No.  16.] 

Sm,  Downing  Street,  June  19,  1900. 

I  have  had  under  my  careful  consideration  the  views  expressed  to  me  by  the 
deputation  which  I  received  on  the  31st  of  July  last  from  the  Elected  Members  of 
the  Council  of  Government,  consisting  of  Dr.  F.  Mizzi  and  Mri  S.  Cachia  Zammit, 
who  had  been  sent  to  this  country  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  a  statement  of  certain  alleged  claims  and  grievances  of  the  Maltese. 
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2.  You  are  aware  that  during  the  course  of  my  interview  with  Dr.  Mizzi  and 
Mr.  Zammit  they  observed  that  tiie  statement  which  they  had  prepared  was  not 
complete,  and  that  they  desired  to  submit  various  additional  statements.  I  accord- 
ingly infoimed  them  that,  as  I  wished  to  have  all  the  facts  before  me,  I  would 

6th  October  l8i)y  postpone  any  reply  until  I  had  received  these  further 

3fd  November,  1899.  •         communications.     These  were  received  from  time  to  time 
14th  December,  1899.  in  your  despatches,*  noted  in  the  margin,  and  were  finally 

15th  December,  1899.  completed  about  the  end  of  February;   they  have  been 

27th  February,  1900.  careiuliy  considered  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and 

I  am  now  in  a  position  to  deal  with  the  whole  matter. 

3.  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit  have  made  representations  on  the  following 
subjects: — 

(1)  The  constitution  and  administration  of  the  Government  of  Malta. 

(2)  The  adoption  of  the  English  language  in  the  Courts  of  Law. 

(3)  The  Education  Reforms. 

(4)  The  Public  Meetings  Ordinance,  No.  XL,  of  1898. 

(5)  The  question  of  the  Military  Bakery  in  Valletta,  and  the  proposal  known 
as  the  Forni  Exchange. 

(6)  The  Drainage  question ;  and  I  will  take  these  in  order. 

4.  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit  complain  in  their  preliminary  statement  that 
the  Maltese  suffer  from  the  evils  of  a  purely  mihtary  rule,  which,  as  they  assert,  was 
imposed  upon  the  Island  soon  after  the  British  occupation,  and  has  been  continued 
to  the  present  day;  that  the  Constitution  of  1887,  which  was  designed  to  remedy 
this,  was  substantially  curtailed  after  a  few  months ;  that  the  people  of  Malta  have 
no  independent  means  of  communicating  with  the  Home  Government  or  of  exposing 
to  the  Lnperial  Authorities  the  existence  of  abuses;  that  the  Home  Government 
is  too  far  removed  from  Malta  to  judge  of  its  administration,  and  is,  therefore,  obhged 
to  accept  as  reliable  the  reports  which  are  sent  from  "  official  and  interested  quarters '' ; 
that,  even  when  the  Maltese  find  themselves  compelled  to  make  an  appeal  to  the 
Home  Government,  they  have  to  do  so  through  the  local  officials,  "  who  are  careful 
to  accompany  such  appeals  by  comments  which  are  never  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  people,  who,  therefore,  never  have  any  opportunity  of  making  a  reply  in  support 
of  their  case  " ;  that  Malta  is  governed  to-day  under  a  system  of  indirect  corruption, 
in  the  form  of  official  advancement  for  those  who  serve  the  Government ;  that  "  the 
goodwill  of  the  governed  is  the  last  thiug  that  is  sought  by  the  average  official " ;  that 
the  Maltese  pay  their  taxes  and  have  no  voice  in  the  spending  of  them;  that  their 
money  is  disposed  of  capriciously  by  distrusted  officials,  whilst  many  improvements, 
absolutely  necessary,  are  left  undone  for  want  of  funds;  that  the  permanent  annual 
expenditure  in  the  last  nine  years  has  been  augmented  by  more  than  £30,000,  and 
the  number  of  civil  servants  has  been  increased  unnecessarily  by  more  than  400; 
that  the  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  are  systematically  slighted  by  the  Govern- 
ment officials;  and  that  the  Maltese  are  being  daily  deprived  of  the  little  political 
power  they  have,  as  evidenced  by  the  curtailment  of  the  Constitution  of  1887  a  few 
months  after  it  was  granted,  and  by  the  recent  reduction  of  the  number  of  Elected 
Members  from  14  to  13,  in  consequence  of  the  decision  to  exclude  Ecclesiastics  from 
the  Council. 

They  conclude  by  asking  that  the  Constitution  may  bo,  modified  on  the  following 
lines: — 

(a)  22  Members,  all  elected  by  the  people,  to  form  the  Legislative  Council, 
instead  of  13  as  at  present,  thereby  suppressing  the  present  five  officials  not  elected; 
one  of  the  Members  to  be  elected  as  Speaker. 

(b)  Five  of  the  Members  of  this  Council,  belonging  to  the  majority,  to  be  con- 
stitutionally chosen  by  the  Head  of  the  Government  to  form  the  Executive  Council, 
instead  of  the  five  officials,  as  at  present. 

(c)  The  Executive  Council  to  be  responsible  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

(d)  The  Head  of  the  Government  to  be  a  civilian,  distinct  from  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  forces. 

(e)  The  power  of  veto  to  be  reserved  to  Her  Majesty,  on  the  advice  of  the  Secre- 
taiy  of  State. 

(f)  All  civil  power  to  be  suspended  during  war,  or  on  proclamation  of  Martial 
Law  by  the  Genera!  in  command  of  the  fortress. 

♦  Nob.  5,  7,  9,  10,  and  12. 
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(g)  The  Members  of  the  two  Councils  to  be  represented  in  London  by  an  Agent- 
General,  who  would  act  as  a  direct  intermediary  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Colonial  Government. 

5.  The  meanmg  of  the  allegation  that  the  liberahty  of  the  Constitution  of  18S7 
was  "  substantially  curtailed"  is  made  clear  by  a  later  communication  received  from 
Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit,  in  which  they  state: — 

**  According  to  the  Constitution  of  1887  the  Government  were  bound  to  call  to 
the  Executive  tnree  of  the  Elected  Members,  who  enjoyed  the  greater  confidence  of 
tlie  Elected  Bench;  but  a  very  short  time  had  elapsed  smce  the  concession  of  the 
Constitution  when  the  Government  reformed  the  same  in  the  sense  to  allow  to  the 
Governor  not  only  to  choose  among  the  Elected  Members  three  whom  he  wished  for 
a  seat  in  the  Executive,  without  in  any  way  giving  the  least  thought  about  the  more 
or  less  confidence  they  enjoyed,  but  also  to  choose  for  those  seats  persons  who  have 
nothmg  to  do  with  the  Council. 

'"ihus  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  of  1887  has  been  frustrated,  and  the  three 
Unofficial  Members  of  the  Executive  Council  virtually  become  three  temporary  em- 
ployees, depending  on  the  good  will  of  the  Governor.     .     .     ." 

Clause  41  of  the  Letters  Patent  of  the  12th  of  December,  1887,  provided  that 
the  Executive  Council  thereby  constituted  shall  consist  of  certain  Official  Members, 
and  further  of  such  persons,  not  less  than  three  in  number  at  any  one  time,  being 
elected  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government,  as  the  Queen  may  appoint,  or  as  the 
Governor  may  appoint,  subject  to  her  disallowance  or  confirmation,  who  shall  be 
styled  Unofficial  Members  of  the  Executive  Council.  But  the  repeated  difficulties 
which  occurred  through  the  frequent  resignations  of  seats  m  fhe  Executive  Council, 
and  refusals  to  accept  such  seats  by  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government, 
rendered  it  the  duty  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  revoke 
this  provision,  and  to  substitute  an  amended  clause,  making  the  field  for  selection 
of  Executive  Councillors,  as  in  most  other  Colonies,  unrestricted;  it  being,  however, 
understood  that  whenever  it  was  found  practicable,  seats  m  the  Executive  Council 
would  continue  to  be  offered  to  some  of  the  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  of 
Government. 

6.  ^But  the  complaints  as  to  the  character  of  the  Government  are,  in  fact,  with- 
out any  real  foundation.  I  do  not  understand  what  is  the  precise  meaning  of  the 
allegation  that  Malta  is  under  a  purely  military  rule.  There  is  a  complete  Civil 
Administration,  established  on  similar  hnes  to  those  which  have  been  found  suitable 
to  other  important  Colonies.  The  Governor  is  directed  by  Her  Majesty's  instructions 
to  take  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council  on  all  important  questions,  and  Members 
of  the  Council  can  record  on  the  minutes  reasons  for  dissenting  from  the  majority. 
The  Governor  is  required  to  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  his  reasons  for  acting 
contrary  to  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council,  should  he  consider  it  necessary  so 
to  act. 

7.  In  regard  to  the  complaints  against  the  Executive,  I  have,  in  the  first  place, 
to  say  that  I  take  grave  exception  to  the  imputations  which  are  cast  upon  the  Local 
Administration,  and  I  must  decline  to  consider  vague  assertions  which  Dr.  Mizzi  and 
Mr.  Zammit  do  not  endeavour  to  substantiate  by  any  evidence,  and  which  I  believe 
to  be  altogether  unfounded. 

8.  The  system  of  communication  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Colony, 
to  which  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit  object,  is  that  which  obtains  in  all  Colonies,  and 
I  see  no  reason  for  departing  from  it  in  the  case  of  Malta.  The  Colonial  Regulations 
lay  down  that  "every  letter,  memorial,  or  other  document  which  may  be  received 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  a  Colony  otherwise  than  through  the  Governor,  will, 
unless  a  very  pressing  urgency  justifies  a  departure  from  the  rule,  be  referred  back  to 
the  Governor  for  his  report " ;  and  it  is  explained  in  those  regulations  that  this  rule, 
requiring  transmission  of  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  State  through  the 
Governor,  is  based  on  the  strongest  grounds  of  public  convenience,  in  order  that  all 
communications  may  be  duly  verified  as  well  as  reported  on  before  they  reach  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

9.  With  regard  to  the  statement  that  the  Maltese  who  pay  the  taxes  have  no 
voice  in  the  spending  of  them,  I  have  to  point  out  that  Clause  1  of  the  Letters  Patent 
of  the  19th  of  August,  1891,  amendincr  the  Letters  Patent  of  the  12th  of  December, 
1887,  provides  that  "  no  Ordinance,  clause  of  an  Ordinance,  vote,  or  resolution  dis- 
posing of  or  changing  any  part  of  the  Public  Revenues  shall  be  passed  by  the  Council 
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if  the  votes  of  eight  or  more  of  the  Elected  Members  are  recorded  against  it.  •  .  . 
.  .  .  Providea  that  the  Governor  may  disallow  any  vote  or  resolution  of  the 
Council,  and  any  vote  or  resolution  so  disallowed  shall  have  no  force  or  effect/' 

Ihis  clause  secures  a  more  than  adequate  control  over  public  expenditure  to 
the  Elected  Members,  by  enabling  a  majority  of  their  whole  number,  by  recording 
their  votes,  to  negative  any  proposition  for  the  expenditure  of  public  money ;  and  if 
Elected  Members  had  properly  exercised  the  powers  conferred  upon  them  by  this 
and  the  other  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  they  might  have  rendered  valuable 
assistance  to  the  Local  Administration ;  but  I  regret  to  say  that  experience  has  shown 
that  these  powers  were  used  for  the  purpose  of  hampering  the  Government,  and  of 
stopping  useful  and  even  absolutely  necessary  measures,  so  that  there  has  on  occasion 
been  no  alternative  but  to  resort  to  an  Order  in  Council  in  order  to  save  the  Adminis- 
tration from  a  hopeless  deadlock. 

10.  I  am,  moreover,  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  ground  for  the  statement  of 
Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit  that  the  money  of  the  Maltese  is  capriciously  disposed  of, 
while  public  improvements  of  urgent  importance  are  left  incompleted.  In  fact,  I 
find  that  the  statements  made  to  me  on  the  31st  July,  1899,  as  to  the  waste  of  public 
money  on  the  railway  and  electric  lighting  are  not  borne  out  by  the  facts. 

11.  The  truth  appears  to  be  that  the  Government  has  taken  over  and  worked 
a  railway  upon  which  a  company  had  not  been  able  to  pay  working  expenses,  that  a 
remunerative  and  efficient  electric  light  station  has  been  established,  a  new  Public 
Health  Department  has  been  introduced,  a  technical  school  has  been  instituted, 
elementary  schools  have  been  increased  in  number  and  more  teachers  employed  at 
better  salaries,  not  to  mention  the  execution  of  many  other  reforms,  prominent 
amongst  which  are  the  improvement  in  the  efl&ciency  of  tEe  Police  Force  and  the 
institution  of  the  new  Marine  Police,  which  has  resulted  in  the  practical  suppression 
of  smuggling,  and  a  great  increase  in  the  Colonial  Revenue. 

12.  These  reforms  have  naturally  necessitated  an  increase  in  the  nimiber  of 
civil  servants,  and  have  added  to  the  public  expenditure,  but  I  l)elieve  that  ample 
compensation  has  been  found  in'  the  increased  welfare  of  the  Island ;  and  I  would 
point  out  that  although  the  annual  expenditure  has  increased  from  £266,900  in  1890 
to  £322,900  in  1898,  there  has  been  during  the  same  period  a  more  than  corresponding 
increase  in  the  annual  revenue,  which  has  steadily  advanced  from  £261,254  to 
£352,480. 

13.  The  exclusion  of  ecclesiastics  from  the  Council  of  Government  is  referred 
to  as  impairing  the  political  power  of  the  Maltese  people;  and  it  will  be  well  to 
recapitulate  the  circumstances  which  led  up  to  it. 

A  pastoral  letter  was  issued  by  the  Archbishop  Bishop  of  Malta  on  the  16th  of 
July,  1898,  w^hich,  among  other  directions,  contained  an  order  that  no  member  of 
the  clergy  should  dare  to  offer  himself  for  election  to  the  Council  of  Government,  or 
should  accept  the  popular  mandate,  if  he  should  be  so  nominated,  or,  having  accepted, 
with  the  Archbishop's  consent,  the  said  mandate,  should  form  part  of  the  Executive 
Council,  unless  he  should  have  previously  received  the  Archbishop's  approval,  and 
that  if  he  transgressed  this  order  he  would  be  severely  punished  by  the  Archbishop. 
The  effect  of  such  an  order  would  be  that  no  priest  could  be  elected  a  Member  of  the 
Council  unless  he  were  prepared  to  shape  his  action  as  a  member  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  the  Archbishop,  who  had  already,  in  more  than  one  instance,  cen- 
sured Elected  Members  for  their  action  in  the  Council. 

I  accordingly  felt  it  necessary  to  eliminate  from  the  Council  a  class  of  persons 
who  could  no  longer  be  regarded  as  capable  of  exercising  an  independent  judgment 
in  the  deliberations  of  the  Council.  I  may,  however,  observe  that  as  there  are  only 
six  Official  Members  in  the  Council,  the  diminution  of  the  number  of  Elected  Mem- 
bers from  14  to  13  still  left  the  latter  in  a  large  majority. 

14.  Upon  the  request  for  a  modification  of  the  present  Constitution,  I  desire 
to  offer  the  following^  observations.  A  strong  feeling  existed  in  this  country  up  to, 
at  all  events,  1887,  that  it  was  undesirable  to  grant  to  Malta  a  constitution  based  in 
any  degree  upon  popular  suffrage.  It  was  argued  that  the  general  policy  of  repre- 
sentative institutions  must  be  qualified,  in  the  case  of  Malta,  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
military  and  naval  situation,  and  that  as  the  island  was  held  primarily  as  a  great 
fortress,  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  security  of  the  Empire,  its  condition  could 
not  be  accepted  as  similar  to  that  of  other  Crown  Colonies,  and  still  less  to  that  of  a 
self-governing:  Colony.  In  spite  of  these  arguments  and  of  aJI  the  considerations 
Tvhich    spring    from'    the    exceptional    position    of    Malta,    in    1887    a    liberal 
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change  in  the  existing  constitution  was  made.  It  was  hoped  at  tliat 
time  that  Elected  Members  would  thoroughly  appreciate  the  intentions  ox 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  that  their  presence  m  Council  would  prove 
most  useful,  and  I  have  little  doubt  that,  haa  they  realised  the  spirit  in  which' 
they  were  called  upon  to  give  their  services  to  the  Colony,  their  criticisms  would  have- 
been  valuable  and  their  presence  in  the  Council  would  have  been  very  influential^ 
But  I  regret  to  have  to  record  my  opinion  that  the  concession  has  been  used  by  thtf 
Elected  Members,  in  too  many  cases,  in  order  to  make  Government  ridiculous,  to 
prevent  Administration  from  proceeding,  and  to  stop  useful  and  absolutely  necessary 
measures. 

15.  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit  urge  their  complaints  and  make  their  represen-^ 
tations  in  the  name  of  the  Maltese  people,  but  the  total  population  of  the  Islands 
is  now  about  180,000,  while  the  number  of  electors  is  only  about  10,000,  and  of  thesfr 
only  a  comparatively  small  nuniber  appear  to  vote  or  take  an  interest  in  politics.  Dr. 
Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit  can  therefore  only  purport  to  speak  on  behau  of  a  small 
section  of  the  population,  even  supposing  that  they  entirely  represent  the  views  of 
that  section  in  regard  to  the  matters  now  under  consideration.  I  see  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  people  of  Malta  as  a  whole  are  discontented  or  dissatisfied  in  any- 
way, and  I  find  no  ground  for  advising  Her  Majesty  to  extend  the  present  Constitu- 
tion. On  tHe  contrary,  if  it  should  continue  to  be  necessary  to  have  frequent  recourse 
to  Legislation  by  Order  in  Council,  it  will  become  the  duty  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  reconsider  the  whole  question  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  determine  whether 
too  much  political  power  has  not  been  granted  to  the  Elected  Members,  who,  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  Malta,  cannot  be  invested  with  Parliamentary  respon- 
sibility. 

16.  I  now  pass  on  to  the  second  of  the  main  heads  of  discussion  put  forward 
by  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit,  that  of  the  Language  question,  which  is  considered 
under  two  aspects : — 

(a)  That  of  the  provisional  adoption  of  the  English  language  in  the  Courts  of 
Law  in  all  cases  where  a  British  subject,  not  being  a  bom  or  naturalised  Maltese,  is 
concerned. 

(b)  That  of  its  definitive  adoption  in  the  Law  Courts,  after  15  years,  as  announced 
in  my  despatch  of  the  15th  of  March,  1898.* 

17.  With  regard  to  the  first  aspect  of  the  subject.  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit 
are  aware  that  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  the  7th  March,  1899,  was  the 
outcome  of  the  case  of  Colonel  Hewson,  who  was  committed  by  a  Maltese  Court  of 
Law  for  contempt  of  Court,  because  he  refused  to  sign  a  deposition  in  a  language 
vnth  which  he  was  entirely  unacguainted.  The  Order  was  intended  to  remove  the 
injustice  of  a  British  subject,  uniamiliar  with  the  Italian  language,  being  tried  by 
a  Court  of  Justice  in  a  British  Colony  in  a  language  which  he  could  not  understand^ 
and  to  give  a  litigant  suffering  from  the  same  disadvantage  certain  facilities,  not 
hitherto  possessed  by  him,  for  the  conduct  of  the  civil  proceedings  to  which  he  is  a 
party,  in  the  English  lan^age.  The  effect  of  the  Order  in  Council  is  not  to  prevent 
Italian  from  being  used  in  the  Courts,  but  simply  to  provide  that  where  a  British 
subject  not  bom  or  naturalised  in  Malta  is  concerned  he  shall  have  the  right  to  have 
the  proceedings  conducted  in  English.  This  provision  is  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  of  common  sense  and  justice,  and  I  fail  to  see  that  it  furnishes  any  ground 
for  a  grievance  on  the  part  of  the  Maltese.  I  cannot,  therefore,  hold  out  any  ex- 
pectation that  Her  Majesty  will  be  advised  to  revoke  this  Order  in  Council. 

18.  As  regards  the  other  part  of  the  question,  I  have  examined  the  statements 
which  have  been,  made  by  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit,  but  I  am  unable  to  find  in 
them  any  valid  reasons  for  departing  from  the  decision  recently  taken  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  The  statement  that  the  Maltese  dialect  is  now  so  full  of  Italian  words 
that  it  is  easy  to  teach  Maltese  children  the  Italian  tongue  is,  I  am  informed,  in- 
accurate. Tlie  Commission  of  King  William  IV.,  which  declared  His  Majesty's  will 
and  pleasure  to  be  that  the  Italian  language  should  be  the  authoritative  text  of  all 
the  codes  to  be  established  in  Malta  and  its  dependencies,  cannot  be  reejarded  as  an 
irrevocable  pledge  that  for  all  time  and  under  all  circumstances  the  Italian  language 
was  to  remain  the  official  language  of  Malta,  nor  has  any  pledge  at  any  time  been 
gfiven  that  this  should  be  the  case  where  the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  people  of 
Malta  required  that  another  language  should  be  officially  recognized.     The  argument 
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iSllki  the  Mklt€Se  theniseites  are  djlposed'to  titie  substitutioft  Of  the  English  langu^qge 
for  the  Italian  language,  because,  as  it  is  alleged,  the  electors  have  declined  to  support 
^y  candidates  for  the  CouncJil  except  those  who  Were  in  favour  of  the  Italian  lan- 
guage, must  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  the  fact  that  the  electors  are,  in  any  case, 
only  a  small  section  of  the  population,  and  that  only  a  portion  eten  of  this  section 
take  a  sufficient  interest  in  politics  to  record  their  votes. 

19.  I  observe  that  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit  admit  tnat  the  English  languiage 
4S  useful  to  the  Maltese,  and  that  it  is  learnt  with  eagerness  in  all  the  Maltese 
schools ;  the  desire  of  the  inhabitants  of  Malta  to  learn  it  and  to  have  their  children 
instructed  in  it  is  also  shown  by  the  education  returns;  so  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  after  attentive  consideration  of  the  whole  question,  have  every  reason 
to  expect  that,  in  the  near  future,  the  English  language  will  be  understood  and  used 
by  a  large  and  increasing  majority  of  the  population. 

20.  Her  Majesty's  Government  accordingly  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
time  was  not  far  distant  when  the  English  language  should  be  definitely  adopted 
as  the  language  of  the  Courts  in  Malta,  and  the  period  of  15. years  was  fixed  in  order 
that  those  whose  interests  might  be  affected  (such  as  the  members  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession), might  know  that  the  change  was  impending  and  might  have  ample  time  to 
prepare  themselves  for  it. 

21.  I  may  also  observe  that  the  diminishing  popularity  of  the  Italian  language 
in  Malta  is  due  not  to  any  arbitrary  measure  of  suppression  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, but  to  the  operation  of  natural  causes,  namely,  the  fact  that  the  Maltese  find 
it  to  their  commercial  and  material  advantage  to  possess  a  knowledge  of  the  English 
language,  and  consequently  desire  to  acquire  that  knowledge  before  taking  up  the 
study  of  Italian.  Her  Majesty's  Government  have,  in  fact,  fallen  in  with  iJhe  desire 
of  the  population  of  Malta;  but,  by  fixing  the  date  of  the  official  substitution  of  the 
English  for  the  Italian  language  at  a  distant  date,  have  taken  reasonable  precaution 
to  prevent  the  change  whicn  they  regard  as  inevitable  from  causing  inconvenience. 

22.  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit  further  make  a  special  complaint  of  the  changes 
which  have  been  recently  effected  in  the  Elementary  Schools  of  Malta.  As  in  regard 
to  tne  Courts,  so  in  this  case  they  allege  that  the  English  language  is  being  imposed 
upon  the  Maltese,  and  that  the  interests  of  the  latter  suffer  by  the  substitution  of 
that  language  for  Italian. 

23.  Prior  to  the  changes  in  question  the  children  in  the  schools  were  taught 
at  the  same  time  the  two  foreign  languages,  English  and  Italian,  and  also  the  native 
Maltese  language;  but,  as  a  rule,  they  were  not  kept  at  school  long  enough  to  learn 
even  the  elements  of  either  the  English  or  the  Italian  sufficiently  for  any  practical 
purpose.  .  The  npw  regulations  provide  that  children  are  to  be  taught  Mflltese  only, 
and  other  subjects  through  the  medium  of  Maltese,  for  the  first  two  years;  and  that, 
at  the  end  of  that  period,  parents  are  to  choose  between  English  and  Italian  as  the 
only  other  language  to  be  taught  in  the  higher  classes  of  me  Elementary  Schools. 
The  language  chosen  is  also  taught  through  the  medium  of  the  Maltese  language. 
The  educational  returns  for  1898  show  that  parents  in  Malta  and  Gozo,  having  nie 
choice  before  them  whether  their  children  should  be  instructed  in  English  or  in 
Italian,  have  to  the  extent  of  from  79  to  100  per  cent,  of  their  number  elected  for 
their  instruction  in  the  English  language. 

24.  Thus  the  allegation  that  the  English  language  is  being  forciblv  imposed 
upon  the  people  of  Malta  completely  fails.  An  overwhelming  number  of  me  parents 
or  guardians  select  the  English  language  for  their  children,  in  preference  to  Italian, 
at  the  end  of  the  first  two  years ;  and  mis  choice  is  made  of  their  own  free  will,  and, 
doubtless,  because  they  find  it  to  the  advantage  of  the  children.  The  educational 
reform  just  indicated  is  based  on  principles  of  libertv.  It  appears  to  be  strongly 
approved  of  by  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the  children,  to  be  acceptable  to  me 
pupils  themselves,  and  to  be  calculated  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  population. 
In  these  circumstances  Her  Majesty's  Government  see  no  ground  for  modifying  in  any 
way  the  present  arrangements. 

25.  Turning  now  to  the  question  of  public  meetings,  the  laws  which  existed 
before  the  enactment  of  Ordinance  No.  XI.  of  1898  were  made  at  a  time  when  it 
was  not  customary  to  hold  public  meetings,  and  the  Ordinance  was  intended  to  put 
the  law  of  public  meeting  on  a  plain  and  comprehensive  footing.  It  was  also  in- 
tended to  check  the  public  nuisance  of  the  collection  of  idle  crowds  in  the  narrow 
thoroughfares  of  Valletta,  under  the  pretext  of  discussing  political  questions.  It 
does  not  prevent  political  meetings,  but  requires  that  previous  notice  of  them  shall 
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bet  given  to  the  polioe,  and  that  the  consent  of  the  police  shall  be  obtained.  I  under- 
stand that  it  has  not  been,  and  would  not  be,  applied  to  prevent  open  air  meetings 
outside  the  fortifications. 

26.  In  view  of  these  circumstances  I  do  riot,  as  at  present  advised,  consider' 
that  tt\p  provisions  of  the  Ordinance  are  unnecessarily  3tringent,  and  1  ^e  no  reason 
fpr  disturbing  Legislation  which  is  not  proved  to  have  prevented  the  expression  of 
opinion  at  public  meetings. 

27.  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the  Military  Bakery,  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr. 
Zajawxit  confined  theiy  remarks  to  the  proposal  which  was  made  during  the  Governor- 
ship of  Sir  A.  Fremantle,  nameljr,  that  the  Military  Authorities  should  hand  over 
the  ^bakery  and  its  site  to  the  Civil  Authorities,  in  exchange  for  the  Central  Civil 
Hospital  and  its  site.  But  this  proposal  has  now  been  dropped,  anpl  the  proposal 
in  its  new  form  is  the  important  matter  to  be  considered.  The  state  of  the  case 
appears  to  be  as  follows :  The  Military  Bakery  is  situated  in  a  central  part  of  Valletta ; 
it  IS  an  unsightly  building,  and  it  causes  a  nuisance  by  its  noise  and  smoke.  The  Elected 
Members  have  repeatedly  suggested  that  the  bakery  should  be  removed,  and  the  site 
made  available  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings  by  the  Local  Govemmept.  The  site 
is  valuable ;  it  has  been  estimated  to  be  worth  £29,333,  and  would,  it  is  understood, 
fetch  that  price  at  once  in  the  open  market.  The  Military  Authorities  offer  to 
surrender  the  site  to  the  Local  Grovemment  for  £29,000,  the  estimated  cost  of  build- 
ing and  equipping  with  machinery  a  new  bakery  on  a  more  convenient  site  outside 
Valletta.  A  Select  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Government  has  been  appointed 
ifx  consider  the  question,  and  the  majority  (including  Dr.  Mizzi),  have  reported  in 
fs^vour  of  the  transfer.  The  elected  majority  of  the  Council  of  Government  have, 
however,  refused  to  provide  the  necessary  funds.  In  the  course  of  the  debates  in 
the  Council  various  arguments  were  brought  forward  by  the  Elected  Members  to 
prove  that  the  Military  Authorities  ought  to  be  willing  to  surrender  the  site  for  4 
less  sum  than  £26,000,  but  the  bare  fact  remains  that,  by  rejecting  the  proposal^ 
those  Members  are  depriving  the  Local  Government  of  a  direct  advantage  equal  to 
£3,333,  the  difference  between  the  values  of  the  two  sites,  and  also  of  the  indirect 
advantage  of  having  an  objectionable  building  removed  from  a  central  position  in 
Valletta. 

I  fail  to  see  where  the  Elected  Members  can  find  a  grievance  in  a  transaction 
which  would  be  of  considerable  benefit  to  their  constituents,  and  I  trust  that  on 
further  consideration  they  will  take  a  broader  and  more  business-like  view  of  the 
proposal. 

^8.  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit  have  submitted  a  separate  statement,"^  in  which 
they  ii|idertake  to  justify  the  opposition  of  the  Elected  Members  to  the  drainage 
scheme,  and  the  raising  of  the  necessary  loan  and  taxes ;  but  I  do  not  consider  that 
any  useful  purpose  will  be  served  by  discussing  this  matter  now.  The  difficulties 
created  by  tne  Elected  Members  have  been  overcome,  tbe  drainage  works  have  made 
rapid  progress,  and  I  understand  that  the  action  of  the  Government  has  given  general 
satisfaction. 

29.  Having  now  reviewed  in  some  detail  the  complaints  made  by  Dr.  Mizzi 
and  Mr.  Zammit,  I  will  conclude  with  a  few  observations  on  the  general  situation 
with  which  I  have  to  deal.  Malta  is  a  large  fortress  where  naval  and  military 
interests  and  the  rights  of  the  non-Maltese  inhabitants  require  careful  adjustment 
with  local  requirements,  and  it  might  well  have  been  argued  in  1887,  when  a  new 
Constitution  was  given,  that  it  was  undesirable  to  grant  to  the  population  more  than 
the  control  of  municipal  affairs.  However,  a  Constitution  was  granted  to  the  Island 
in  that  year,  which,  while  giving  a  large  measure  of  political  freedom  to  the  Maltese, 
was  not  intended  to  diminish  the  ultimate  responsibility  of  the  Governor.  This 
Constitution  was  given  in  deference  to  the  assurance  that  it  would  be  thoroughly 
satisfactory  to  the  Maltese,  and  that  proper  advantage  would  be  taken  of  it,  whereas, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  no  real  advantage  has  been  taken  of  it  at  all.  The  Maltese, 
generally,  take  no  interest  in  it.  They  do  not  come  forward  in  the  elections,  and 
the  gentlemen,  who^are  elected  by  a  very  small  number,  when^  tfiey  become  Members 
of  the  Legislative  body,  instead  of  assistmg  business  by  legitimate  criticism,  too  often 
dfefeiy  business  and  prevent  useful  Legislation  from  being  carried  out. 

30.  Her  Majesty's  Government,  therefore,  cannot  consent  to  extend  a  Con- 
stitution which,  in  view  of  the  special  circumstances  of  the  Island,  appears  to  them 
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to  be  sufl&ciently  liberal.  Elected  Members  who  possess  adttunistrative  ability  can, 
"by  accepting  seats  in  the  Executive  Council,  exercise  great  influence  in  local  affairs, 
and  can,  by  their  advice  and  criticism,  render  valuable  assistance  to  the  Government, 
though  the  Government  alone  is  responsible  for  the^^action  which  is  ultimately  taken. 
I  trust  that  Elected  Members  of  this  type  will  be  found  readjr  to  take  their  seats  in 
the  Executive  Council,  and  that  they  and  their  colleagues  will  cordially  co-operate 
with  the  Governor  and  Official  Members  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  Maltese 
which  is  earnestly  desired  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

31.    I  request  that  you  wiU  conamunicate  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  Dr.  Miz^d 
and  Mr.  Zammit  and  cause  a  copy  of  it  to  be  published  in  the  "  Government  Gazette.* 

,  I  have,  &c., 

J.  CHAMBERLAIN. 


No.  14. 

GovERKOB  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  June  27,  1900.) 

Sir,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  June  22,  1900. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  at  the  sitting  of  the  Council  held  on  the 
15th  instant,  the  Elected  Members  announced,  and  appeared  to  be  unanimous  in  the 
view,  that  tiiey  should  consult  their  constituents  by  seeking  re-election  before  tlie 
xeopeninff  of  the  Coimcil  after  the  summer  vacation. 

2.  The  period  for  which  the  Coimcil  is  elected  in  Malta  is  only  three  years ;  the 
ensuing  session  would,  therefore,  in  any  case,  have  been  the  last. 

3.  On  the  18th  instant.  Dr.  Mizzi  published  in  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta,"  of  which 
he  is  the  editor  and  proprietor,  an  address  to  the  Maltese,  of  which  a  copy  and  a 
translation  are  enclosed. 

4.  The  Letters  Patent  provide  that  in  the  case  of  partial  elections  a  new  writ 
should  be  issued  as  soon  as  possible,  but  in  the  case  of  a  general  election  it  is  provided 
that  the  writ  should  be  issued  witlun  three  months. 

5.  If  the  Elected  Members  resign  there  will  be  as  many  partial  elections  as  there 
are  seats,  notwithstanding  which,  a  general  election  would  have  to  follow  at  an  early 
4ate. 

6.  In  accordance  with  the  Standing  Rules,  the  General  Estimates  for  the  ensu- 
ing year  are  to  be  discussed  in  the  Council  of  Government  in  the  month  of  Octo'Ber. 
it  is,  therefore,  pr'obable  that  I  shall  take  steps  to  dissolve  the  Council  in  time  for  a 
general  election  to  take  place  in  October. 

7.  I  beg  leave  to  draw  attention  to  the  speech  delivered  by  the  Crown  Advocate 
in  introducing  the  Ordinance  framed  with  the  object  of  providing  funds  for  necessary 
work3  and  urgent  reforms. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 
J        ^  Governor. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  14. 
From  the  "Gazzetta  di  Malta," of  the  isth  June,  19U0. 

(Translation.) 

Address  to  the  Maltese  and  Gozitans. 
Maltese, 

Ab  the  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government  were  pleased  to  select 
me  as  the  Leader  of  the  Elected  Bench,  it  is  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  line  of 
conduct  we  consider  it  our  duty  to  follow  vdth  regard  to  the  proposal  made  by  the 
Government  for  esta;blishing  a  number  of  new  taxes. 

You  will  rememiber  weU,  dear  countrymen,  that  our  Electoral  Programme  con- 
tained a  promise  not  to  create  new  taxes  nor  to  increase  the  existing  ones,  and  you 
may  rest  assured  that  we  will  not,  in  the  least,  infringe  that  programme  so  long  as  you 

not  approve  of  any  alteration  thereof. 
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As  soon  as  those  taxes  were  proposed,  we  set  ourselves  to  ooUect  all  the  necessary' 
official  information  on  the  subject,  with  a  view  of  studying  whether  the  works  pro- 
posed by  the  Government,  for  which  the  new  taxes  are.  required,  should  Be  approve 
aft  lecist  in  part.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  our  invSsti^atibns  have  only  just  been  taken 
m  hand,  and  that  in  this  moment  we  have  no  decisive  opinion  to  express  on  the 
subiect ;  we  trust,  however,  to  be  able  to  draw  up  our  programme  within  the  first  half 
of  tne  nK)nth  of  July,  when  we  will  resign  our  mandate  of  Elected  Members  of  the 
Council  of  Grovemment  (in  case  the  Government  wiU  not,  by  that  time^  have  dissolved 
the  Council),  in  order  to  present  ourselves  again  to  you  with  a  new  programme,  in 
which  we  will  express  our  final  decisions  in  regard  to  taxes.  You  will,  then,  have  the 
opportunity  to  express  your  wish,  because  we  hope  that  our  election  will  be  contested 
by  our  pohtical  enemies,  and  you  will  be  able  to  vote  either  in  favour  or  against  our 
programme,  as  you  will  best  consider  to  be  in  the  interest  of  the  country. 

If  we  wiQ  be  of  opinion  that  the  taxes,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  are  not  necessary, 
and  you  consider  that  some  of  the  works  j)roposed  by  the  Government  are  necessary, 
and  therefore  some  of  the  taxes  are  required  to  carry  them  put,  you  will  give  your 
vote  to  our  adversaries,  and  put  us  aside ;  in  the  same  way,  snould  we  be  oi  opinion 
that  some  of  the  taxes  are  necessary,  you  will  reject  our  programme  and  elect  those 
who  will  have  presented  themselves  with  a  pro^amme  agamst  taxes. 

You  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  not  naving  been  betrayed  by  us,  and  we  the 
satisfaction  of  not  having  failed  in  our  obligations  towards  you.  It  is  now  more  than 
two  years  that  the  Government  ridicules  us  because  we  are  resolute  not  to  violate, 
not  even  in  the  least  part,  our  programme.  I  was  even  bound  to  write  to  the  Minister 
on  the  subject,  in  order  to  justify  the  conduct  of  my  colleagues  and  mine,  because  the 
fact  of  our  having  been  unwilling  to  violate  the  promises  made  to  our  electors  had  been 
reported  as  a  crime  of  the  Elected  Members!  But  what  should  we  expect  from  those 
who  violated  their  own  programme  and  induced  others  to  become  traitors? 

In  a  question  of  such  importance  as  is  that  of  the  imposition  of  heavy  taxes,  we 
cannot,  constitutionally,  do  more  than  afiEord  you  an  opportunity  of  expressing  your 
will,  which  must  be  law  to  us.  You  may  therefore  rest  as§ured  that  we  will  not  in 
the  least,  feef  oflFended,  if,  not  approving  oi  the  decisions  to  which  we  shall  have 
arrived  in  a  few  weeks,  you  should  consider  it  better,  in  the  interest  of  the  country, 
to  disapprove  of  the  programme  proposed  by  us,  and  elect  those  who  will  have  come 
forwara  with  a  different  programme. 

I  have  only  one  thing  more  to  say.  It  is  that  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta,"  which  is 
wont  to  allow  everybody  to  express  his  own  views  in  the  same,  opens  its  columns  to 
all  our  friends  who  may  be  desirous  to  express  their  opinion  on  the  question  of  taxa- 
tion. We  want  discussion  on  the  subject,  because  out  of  discussion  comes  light,  that 
light  which  is  necessary  to  enlighten  our  mind  and  that  of  the  public.  It  may,  there- 
fore, happen,  as  was  the  case  on  several  occasions  of  the  same  nature,  that  opinions 
<rf  all  shades  and  conflicting  with  each  other  will  be  read  in  this  paper;  but  the  con- 
tradictions will  not  be  the  aberration  of  one  mind  that  calls  black  what  it  declared  to 
be  white  before,  but  they  wiQ  be  the  accumulation  of  different  opinions  of  several 
persons,  which  opinions,  in  the  discussion,  will  contend  each  other  io  order  that  from 
the  Qontstet  of  4he  arguments  may  coine  out  the'  electric  spark  that  will  show  truth 
in  its  true  light. 

We,  therefore,  lay  open  thfe  field  to  all  our  friends,  in  order  that  they  may  express 
their  opinions,  whatever  they  may  be,  in  our  journal,  provided  only  they  are  expressed 
in  a  decent  style  and  in  the  patriotic  object  of  the  public  weal. 

We  say  our  friends,  because  we  do  not  intend  to  allow  everybody  to  avail  himself 
of  our  oaper  for  his  particular  arm. 

We  also  add  that  this  liberty  will  only  be  allowed  until  the  publication  of  the 
programme  of  the  present  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government,  because 
It  is  only  pst  that,  after  its  publication,  they  should  have  the  means  of  defending  their 
own  opinions,  which  may,  of  coiirse,  be  discussed  and  criticized  in  other  papers. 

BiALTESE, 

I  HAVE  nothing  else  to  add  to-day,  because,  as  you  see,  my  object  to-day  is  no 
other  than  to  make  known  to*  you  whd^t  we  are  doing  and  intend  to  do ;  we  only  request 
you  to  take  this  question  of  taxation  at  heart  and  to  prepare  yourselves  to  solve  the 
same  in  a  way  conducive  to  the  good  of  the  country. 

The  discussion  of  public  affairs  by  means  of  public  meetings  is  not,  at  present, 
allowed,  because  these  meetings  have,  by  indirect  means,  been  rendered  so  impossible 
that  they  may  be  considered  as  virtually  abolished.    And  to-day  you  will  understand 
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well  the  reason. wby  i%  has  been  thought  advisaUe  to  irender  the  meetings  impossible^ 
and,  tiie  facts  Qorrespond  perfectly  well  with  tUe  prophecies  we  made  at  the  prc^r. 
time.  The  meetings,  have  been  rendered  impossible  in  order  that  the  Govemmeat 
might  not  be  hampered  ip  its  march  of  usurpation;  they  were  an  obstacle  to  many 
thmgSi  and  without  them  the  language  question  and  the  question  q{  taxation  may] 
have  a  solution  as  dewed  by  the  Government.  Nor  is  this  all;  I  have  already  told 
you,  I  tell  you  now,  and  will  always  teU  you  that  they  want  to  reduce  Malta  to  the 
Qonditian  of  Gibraltar,  and  I  trust  that  even  the  blind  see  now  that  that  detestaide 
day  on  which  this  will  take  place  is  approaching  by  long  stvidea. 

Your  compatriot, 

Aw.  FORTUNATO    MXWU 

Valletta,  June  18,  1W)0. 

Enclosure  2  in  No.  14. 

Public  Revenue  Improvement  Ordinance. 

Leave.     1st  Beading. 

The  Crown  Advocate :  The  necessity  of  this  ordinance  arises  from  the  fact  thatr 
there  are  some  extraordinary  works  and  some  reforms,  both  in  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Island  and  in  the  education  of  the  people,  which  have  now  become  urgent,  and 
Uxe  carrying  out  of  which  cannot  be  further  postponed.  The  elected  members  of  the 
Council  of  Government  are  well  aware  that  the  buildings  which  are  used  for  the: 
elementary  schools  in  Valletta,  Senglea,  and  in  many  of  the  villages  of  Malta  and 
Gozo,  are  quite  insufficient  to  contain  all  the  boys  and  girls  who  seeK  for  admission  in. 
order  to  obtain  elementary  education.  I  think  that  the  Government  is  bound  tu. 
provide  the  necessary  accommodation  for  these  children,  and  for  any  amount  of 
children  who  want  to  go  to  the  Government  schools  for  elementary  education.  In 
other  countries  the  Government  has  not  only  provided  accommodation  for  those  who, 
seek  elementary  education,  but  has  compelled  the  parents  to  send  their  children  to 
school,  whether  they  like  it  or  not,  and  has  provided  every  i)ossible  accommodation 
in  order  to  enable  such  children  to  receive  elementary  education.  I  think  that  it  is, 
disgraceful  for  the  Government  of  Malta  to  have  to  achnit  that  in  every  village  we  arer 
compelled  to  refuse  admittance  to  the  elementary  schools  to  a  large  number  oi  children 
who  seek  admission.  Where  schools  are  frequented  by  a  hundred  children,  there  are 
fifty  or  sixty  who  seek  admittance  and  cannot  get  it.  In  the  school  of  Senglea  and 
in  the  school  of  Valletta  which  are  more  important  centres  than  the  villages,  the  evil 
is  still  greater,  because  the  number  of  children  who  seek  admission  into  the  schools  and 
cannot  obtain  it,  goes  up  to  several  hundreds.  It  is  also  a  well-known  fact  that  the. 
provisions  that  were  taken  in  the  "  Malta  Revenue  Order  in  Council,  1899,"  can  only, 
cover  the  expense  which  is  necessary  for  carrying  out  only  a  portion  of  the  drainage 
works  which  are  required  in  order  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Island  may  ber 
made  good  everywhere.  We  have  obtained  a  provision  for  some  of  those  works,  but 
th^re  remaiQ  many  other  drainage  works  to  be  carried  out  in  very  important  centres. 
The  drainage  of  fiamrun,  the  deviation  of  the  intercepting  sewer  at  Cospicua,  the 
drainage  of  Gozo,  the  Zabbar  street  sewers,  the  intercepting  sewer  for  the  Lunatic. 
Asjrlmn,  Zebbug  and  Curmi,  the  Curmi  street  sewers  and  improvements  in  flushing 
of  mtercepting  sewer  from  St.  Elmo,  the  Notabile  and  Rabato  street  sewers,  the  Zeb-* 
bug  street  sewers,  the  intercepting  sewer  for  Crendi',  Zurrico,  Micabiba,  Chircop,  Safi» 
Luca,  Tarxien,  and  Paula,  the  Crendi  street  sewers,  the  Paula  street  sewers,  are  all 
as  urgently  required  as  those  which  were  provided  for  by  the  Order  in  Council  which 
I  have  quoted,  and  the  Government  is  utterly  unable  to  carry  out  these  works.  I 
must  say  that,  if  these  drainage  works  are  not  provided  for  at  once,  in  the  opinion  of 
every  eminent  medical  man,  no  advantage  will  be  derived  from  the  drainage  works 
which  have  been  effected  in  several  parts  of  Malta,  or  which  are  now  partly  in  progress, 
because  Malta  covers  a  very  small  area,  and  with  the  cesspit  system  in  its  present 
state,  it  is  considered  that,  if  any  one  portion  of  that  area  is  contaminated,  the  whole 
ai;ea  must  necessarily  be  likewise  contaminated.  That  is  the  reason  why,  on  a  certain 
occasion,  which  we  all  remember,  when  the  question  of  drainage  was  to  be  discussed, 
it  was  agreed  and  strongly  urged  that  the  system  of  the  drainage  should  be  taken  ift 
hand  simultaneously  in  as  many  districts  as  the  funds  available  could  allow.  Then,  as 
a  sequel  to  the  drainage  works  and  also  to  the  requirements  of  sanitation,  we  come 
to  the  water  works.    I  must  say  that  much  has  been  done  in  the  last  fifteen  years  for 
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the  purpose  of  increasing  the  supply  of  water  and  for  extending  the  water  works.  But 
whtft  has  been  done  is  certainly  quite  inadequate  to  the  requirements  of  Malta;  there 
are  many  o^er  water  works  wmch  should  be  taken  in  hand  with  the  least  possible 
delay.  These  works  atfe  the  extension  of  the  water  supply  to  the  vilUges.  Thiere  are 
Several  TiMages  Which  are  still  iinplPotlded  with  water,  and,  generally,  all  the  villages 
are  not  provided  with  such  quantity  of  water  as  it  would  be  desirable  that  they  should 
liave.  The  Armiei^  water  should  also  be  extended,  as  its  extension' would  bring  about 
a  great  sating  of  first  quality  water,  and  consequently  would  tend  to  mcrease  our 
supply  of  go^  water.  Besides,  this  *  increase  of  Annier  water  would  enable  the 
population  to  have  a  large  supply  of  water  for  other  than  drinking  puiposes.  Another 
Suggestion  has  been  urged  on  the  Government  several  times  and,  I  believe,  on  vety 
^ood  grounds,  namely,  that  of  having  several  dams  constructed  for  the  collection  ci 
^ater  which  might  be  used  for  irrigation  purposes.  This  would  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  carry  out  the  scheme  which  has  received  much  attention  from  several  elected 
ilaembers  of  this  Council  who  take  an  interest  in  the  question  of  the  water  supply, 
ftamely,  the  scheme  for  completing  the  irrigation  works  in  Malta.  The  amount  of 
Vork  which  has  been  so  far  done  in  this  direction  is  very  small ;  a  start  was  made,  but 
it  had  to  be  abandoned  on  account  of  the  insufficient  supply  of  water.  It  is,  therefore, 
liighly  important  that  the  sum  voted  yearly  by  the  Council  for  search  of  water  should 
be  supplied  at  once,  in  order  that  all  searches  for  water  Should  be  brought 
to  a  close  in  a  short  time.  This  would  tend  towards  a  saving  in  the  expen- 
diture and  would  belter  enable  the  Government  to  carry  out  these  works.  People 
think  that  we  have  spent  a  considerable  amount  in  water  works ;  in  reafity,  the  amount 
is  very  consideraible,  but  it  is  by  no  means  out  of  proportion  to  the  amount  which 
experienced  engineers  consider  should  be  contributed  by  the  population  to  have  a 
complete  system  of  water  service.  I  believe  that  we  have  paia  at  the  rate  of  from 
£1  to  £2  per  head,  whilst  the  amount  which  has  been  spent  by  other  countries  which 
are  supphed  with  water  in  a  satisfactory  manner  amounts  to  £5  per  head.  We  do 
not  propose  to  ask  for  a  contribution  at  that  rate.  We  ask  £50,000,  with  which  it 
is  befieved  our  water  system  can  be  so  improved  as  to  be  able  to  meet  all  the  require- 
ments of  the  population.  The  Council  two  years  ago  agreed  to  furnish  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  means  which  are  required  for  sfegregating  a  certain  class  of  unfortunate 
people,  namely,  those  who  are  aflFected  with  leprosy.  This  segregation  is  being  carried 
out  as  regards  male  patients  only.  Female  patients,  who  are  quite  as  numerous  as 
the  male  patients,  cannot,  as  yet,  be  segr^ated,  for  the  reason  that  there  is  no  build- 
ing ready  to  receive  them.  For  obvious  reasons  it  is  not  convenient  to  place  them 
along  with  men.  There  must  therefore  be  another  suitable  building  erected  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  these  unhappy  women,  which  must  be  made  as  coirJortable  as 
the  hospital  at  present  in  existence.  I  wish  to  impress  on  the  Council  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  hon.  members  to  furnish  the  money  which  is  required  to  carry  out  this  work, 
bfecause  we  are  enforcing  a  law,  and  a  very  unpleasant  and  hard  one  indeed,  only  on 
a  certain  number  of  persons  who  are  affected  with  this  disease ;  the  execution  of  that 
law  can  for  the  present  only  be  partial — ^it  cannot  yet  be  carried  out  in  a  manner  that 
satisfies  either  the  requireiiaents  of  justice  or  those  of  hygiene.  There  is  another  work 
which  is  also  very  Uj^ntly  required,  that  is  to  say,  the  building  of  a  wing  in  the 
Lunatic  Asylum  for  criminal  lunatics.  The  non-existence  of  this  building,  1  think, 
does  very  little  credit  to  the  Government  of  these  Islands.  I  am  not  aware  that  in 
any  part  of  the  world,  the  criminal  lunatics  ate  placed  together  with  the  other  lunatics, 
it  is  an  injustice  done  to  society  to  have  such  lunatics  who  should  certainly 
be  treated  as  criminals  and  not  as  lunatics  mixed  up  with  the  others. 
Then,  a  short  time  ago,  it  was  represented  to  the  Council  that  it  had 
become  absolutely  necessary  that  a  new  hospital  should  be  built,  in 
order  to  provide,  not  the  number  of  beds  which  are  really  required  by  patients 
who  are  unable  to  receive  medical  assistance  at  home,  but  at  least  the  number  of 
beds  which  is  considered  as  the  minimum  number  which  a  Government — even  a 
third  class  G<>vernment — ^should  provide  for  poor  patients.  I  shall  not  go  into  details 
on  this  subject,  as  these  details  nave  been  very  accurately  stated  by  my  hon.  friend 
the  Comptroller  of  Charitable  Institutions  on  previous  occasions,  and  I  am  sure  that 
'what  he  stated  is  still  impressed  on  the  minds  of  the  elected  members.  The  people 
of  Goiso  have  rightly  represented  that  they  live  principally  on  the  trade  which  is 
'*kclusively  carried  on  with  the  island  of  Malta,  and  that  consequently  every  facility 
should  be  given  to  this  trade,  which  they  carry  on  with  their  own  boats;  t&ey  have 
also  represented  that  the  traflBc  has  been  made  very  difficult  during  the  year  by  the 
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prevalence  of  certain  winds  which  prevent  not  only  safe  anchorage,  but  every  operation 
in  the  place  where  these  boats  go  to  discharge  and  take  their  cargo.  There  was  some 
sort  of  breakwater  there,  which,  however,  was  washed  away  by  tne  sea,  and  the  hon, 
member  for  Gozo  has  very  strongly  and  properly  represented  to  the  Grovemment  thai 
something  shotdd  be  done  to  have  a  faapeakwater  co93tructed  at  Migiarro.  This  imr 
provement  is  due  to  the  people  of  Gozo,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Goveminent  to  propose 
to  this  Council  the  necessary  vote  to  meet  the  expense  required  to  carry  out  this  very 
important  work.  There  are  two  kinds  of  works  which  are  urgently  required:  the 
increase  of  the  plant  of  the  electric  light  and  the  remetalline  of  roads  and  streets. 
Whatever  may  pe  said  about  the  cost  at  which  electric  light  has  been  installed  in 
lialta,  I  am  sure  that  we  all  agree — ^we  must  agree  on  this  point — ^that  this  instatlar 
tion  has  been  made,  and  has  been  now  extended  to  the  Three  Cities,  to  the  Marsa^ 
Valletta,  and  Sliema,  and  consequentlv  we  are  imable  even  to  consider  the  expediency 
of  abandoning  this  work  in  order  to  rail  back  upon  gas,  petroleumv  or  olive  oil,  as  a 
means  of  pubHc  illumination.  If  that  installation  is  to  remain  it  is  our  duty  to  provide 
th'e  additions  which  are  necessary  in  order  that  the  public  may  obtain  therefrom  the 
service  which  was  intended  and  which  the  Government,  after  the  large  expenditure 
that  has  been  incurred,  has  t^e  right  to  expect.  This  is  the  provision  for  illuminating 
power  not  only  in  all  private  houses,  but  also  for  purposes  of  trade,  anH  for  working 
any  machinery  that  can  be  moved  by  electricity.  The  amoimt  required  for  this  pur- 
pose is  £20,000 ;  this  would  complete  the  electric  light  works  and  would  give  the 
country  the  benefits  I  have  indicated.  The  Superintendent  of  Public  Works  has 
stated  several  times  in  this  Coimcil  that  we  are  wasting  public  money  in  passing  every 
year  a  consideraible  sum  for  the  maintenance  of  roads  and  streets,  and  that  unless  the 
Council  provided  him  with  the  amount  he  has  indicated,  namely,  £16,000,  he  will  not 
be  able  to  metal  the  principal  roads  at  present.  We  are  only  heaping  dust  on  dust. 
It  is  one  of  the  duties  of  the  Government  to  provide  good  roads ;  every  one  is  com- 
plaining of  the  roads  in  the  villages,  and  I  think  that  it  is  our  duty  to  provide  this 
amoimt  in  order  that  the  streets  may  be  put  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  able  to  serve  the 

?urpose  for  which  they  are  intended.  The  Government  is  bound  to  bring  before  the 
loimcil  a  claim,  which  is  considered  to  be  well  grounded,  on  the  part  of  3ie  teachers 
of  the  Lyceum,  and  especially  on  the  part  of  the  tochers  in  the  elementary  schools. 
The  salaries  of  the  teachers  in  the  Lyceum  were  revised  in  1882 ;  since  that  time  the 
salaries  of  most  of  the  employees  in  the  other  Government  departments 
have  been  revised, — such  as  the  medical  staff,  the  staff  of  messengers,  and 
the  staff  of  other  branches  of  the  service.  It  has  appeared  to  the 
Director  of  Education  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  the  salaries  of  the 
teachers  of  the  Lyceum  should  be  revised.  The  scheme  is  not  one  which  will  entail 
great  expenditure.  The  yearly  increase  under  the  head  of  Education  will  be  of  about 
£600.  He  proposes  that  the  teachers  should  be  divided  into  two  classes,  the  class  of 
those  who  are  engaged  in  teaching  subjects  in  the  higher  course,  and  the  class  of  those 
engaged  in  teachmg  subjects  of  the  lower  course,  namely,  subjects  of  secondary  impor- 
tance. Those  of  the  first  class  are  to  have  a  salary  of  £120  a  year,  giving  three  hours  per 
day,  and  those  of  the  second  class,  £90  a  year,  for  three  hours  daily ;  an  additional  salary 
of  £20  per  annimi  to  be  given  should  the  teachers  be  engaged  to  give  an  extra  lesson 
of  an  hour  daily.  The  Director  of  Education  also  suggests  that  the  personal  allowance 
of  £20  should  be  discontinued,  and  that  an  increment  of  £5  be  given  every  three  years, 
the  maximum  te  be  reached  after  30  years'  service.  I  am  sure  that  the  reform  which 
is  proposed  in  the  elementary  schools  is  a  reform  which  is  even  more  urgently  required, 
because  there  is  no  class  of  public  servants  who  are  more  deserving  and  worse  paid 
than  the  teachers  of  the  elementary  schools.  The  teachers  of  the  elementary  schools 
have  not  only  to  give  their  whole  day,  but,  practically,  their  whole  life  to  the  education 
of  that  class  with  which  it  is  most  unpleasant  to  treat,  all  the  day  long,  namely,  little 
boys  and  girls.  The  suggestion  is  to  classify  the  teachers  into  three  classes.  The 
first  class  would  have  a  salary  of  £90,  rising  by  annual  increments  to  £110;  the  second 
class  a  salary  of  £70,  rising  by  annual  increments  to  £85 ;  and  the  third  class  a  salary 
of  £50,  which  would  go  up  to  £75.  The  female  school  teachers  would  likewise  be 
classified  as  foUows: — ^First  class  £80  to  £95,  the  second  class  £60  to  £75,  and  the 
third  £40  to  £55.  Another  very  deserving  class  of  persons  employed  in  the  elementary 
schools  comes  immediately  after  the  teachers — ^the  monitors  and  monitresses.  The 
salary  of  these  persons  is-,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  much  below  that  of  a  police  constable. 
In  some  cases  their  salaries  are  inferior  to  the  salaries  of  any  other  employee — ^to  the 
\  wages  of  an  ordinary  servant.    The  suggestion  is  also  to  classify  these  employees  in 
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three  classes.  The  first,  consisting  of  twenty-five,  wiU  receive  a  salary  of  £40  a  year; 
the  second,  consisting  of  seventy-five,  will  receive  a  salary  of  £24  a  year;  and  the 
third,  consisting  also  of  seventy-five,  will  have  a  salary  of  £18  a  year.  Then,  as 
regards  the  monitresses  there  will  be  three  classes  also.  The  first  of  twenty-five,  at 
£35  salary;  the  second  of  seventy,  at  £21 ;  the  third  of  one  hundred,  at  £15;  and  the 
last  of  fifty-five,  at  £8.  All  these  reforms  will  be  very  beneficial  not  only  for  the 
persons  who  will  have  the  increase  but  also  for  the  Government,  as  the  Government 
will  be  enabled  to  have  such  a  class  of  teachers  as  is  required  for  the  advantage  of  the 
public  service.  These  changes  will  imply  a  yearly  excess  over  the  present  expenditure 
of  about  £3,000.  The  fact  on  account  of  widch  the  Government  is  compefled  to  pro- 
pose this  ordinance  is  that  the  means  at  our  disposal  are  guite  insufficient  to  enable  us 
to  take  in  hand  these  several  requirements.  The  financial  statement  has  been  made 
'by  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Government  at  a  recent  date,  and  it  will  be  in  the  recol- 
lection of  the  Council  how  my  hon.  friend  showed  by  figures  which  could  not  llien  and 
cannot  now  be  disputed,  that  very  little  margin  is  left  between  the  income  and  the 
permanent  expenditui*e  to  provide  for  extraordinary  works,  and  the  amount  of  that 
margin  has  'been  decreasing  every  year  and  has  now  come  to  a  very  small  amount. 
The  forecasts  that  had,  been  made  by  the  Government  have  for  the  greater  part  been 
verified,  but  it  was  anticipated  that  the  stamp  duty  would  have  yielded  a  much  larger 
amoimt  than  it  has ;  consequently  it  is  quite  clear  that,  to  carry  out  the  whole  of  tiie 
works  and  improvements  enumerated,  an  amount  would  have  to  be  spent  yearly  which 
the  Government  is  unable  to  provide.  No  dispute  can  be  raised  as  to  the  urgency  of 
the  works.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Government  therefore  to  come  before  the  Council 
and  to  ask  for  an  increase  of  the  revenue.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  elected  members,  who 
under  the  constitution  have  the  power  of  the  purse,  to  fill  up  the  purse,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  in  a  position  to  give  to  the  Government  the  funds  required  for  objects 
of  such  obvious  utility  as  the  education  and  the  health  of  the  country.  The  Govern- 
ment thinks  that  the  revenue  can  be  increased  without  aggravating  in  any  way  the 
population  of  these  Islands,  I  mean  without  causing  any  hardship  to  the  people,  or 
reducing  in  any  considerable  proportion  the  income  of  the  people.  The  Government 
requires  for  the  construction  of  the  works  and  for  the  other  reforms  I  have  mentioned 
a  sum  of  £375,592.  This  amount  should  be  spent  in  as  short  a  period  of  time  as  would 
be  physically  possible  to  carry  out  those  works.  The  possibility  does  not  depend 
exdusively  on  the  Govenmient,  but  on  the  amount  of  competent  labour  available* 
Several  works  of  importance  are  now  going  on  at  Her  Majest/s  Dockyard  and  xmder 
the  Civil  Government,  and  the  works  contemplated  could  not  therefore  be  carried  out 
in  less  than  ten  years.  The  increase  therefore  of  the  revenue  whjph  is  required  for 
carrying  out  these  works  is  not  asked  permanently  by  the  Government,  and  a  clause 
has  been  inserted  in  the  ordinance  to  the  effect  that  the  ordmance  will  cease  to  have 
effect  after  ten  years.  In  endeavouring  to  find  sources  of  revenue  whicE  would  not 
aggravate  the  people  and  at  the  same  time  would  provide  the  Government  with  the 
means  required,  the  Government  suggests  the  folloymig  duties,  and  no  direct  taxation : 
that  is  to  say,  a  duty  of  4s.  per  cwt.  on  mineral  waters  and  an  increase  of  20  per  cent, 
on  the  present  taritf  on  wines.  The  present  duty,  as  the  Council  is  aware,  is  of  2s.  6d. 
per  Maltese  barrel  containing  more  than  26  per  cent,  of  spirit.  This  is  the  principal 
item  of  the  duty  on  the  wine,  because,  whilst  this  particular  item  represents  a  huge 
number  of  barrels  every  year,  the  number  of  barrels  which  contain  a  higher  degree  of 
spirits  does  not  exceed  400  under  each  item  of  the  tariff.  There  is  an  increase  or 
rather  a  new  duty  proposed  on  a  certain  class  of  wine  not  used  by  the  generahty — 
that  is  sparkling  wine  and  still  wine  in  bottle.    On  sparkling  wine  a  duty  of  Isl  3d. 

gjr  gallon  is  proposed  and  on  still  wine  in  bottles  a  duty  of  Is.  per  gallon.  Then,  the 
ovemment  propose  to  raise  the  duty  on  beer,  the  consumption  of  which  is  very  great,. 
by  Is. — ^it  is  3s.  at  present ;  it  is  proposed  that  it  should  be  raised  to  4s.  Ik  new  duty 
is  imposed  on  tea  of  Id.  per  pound.  Then  we  come  to  tobacco.  Tobacco  is  not  an 
article  of  necessity,  tea,  wine  and  beer  are  not  absolute  necessities,  but  they  are  certainly 
required  by  the  generality  of  people ;  but  tobacco  is  a  vice  in  which  people  indulge 
without  any  necessity,  and  wnich  can  therefore  be  taxed  without  any  hardship  on 
the  poor.  On  the  other  hand,  I  must  say  that  the  duty  we  propose  to  impose  on 
tobacco  is  very  low — a  duty  of  Is.  per  pound  on  manufactured  cigars  and  cigarettes — 
a  pound  of  cigars  represents  about  one  hundred  cigars — a  hundred  cigarettes  generally 
weigh  six  ounces,  so  that  the  duty  would  come  to  about  3d.  per  hundred  cigarettes^ 
when  they  are  imported  manufactured,  not  when  they  are  manufactured  in  Malta. 
There  is  a  duty  of  Is.  2d.  on  cavendish  and  negrohead,  &c.    Then,  on  snuff  containing 
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more  th^n  10  per  cent,  of  moisture  a  duty  of  7d.  per  hundred  pounds  is  proposed  to 
be  imposed,  and  on  snuff  with  less  than  10  per  cent,  of  moisture  6d.  per  hundred 
pounds.  As  regards  unmanufactured  tobacco,  it  is  very  necessary  to  protect  the 
manufacture  of  tobacco,  which  is  a  very  great  industry  in  Malta.  For  tJie  purpose 
of  combining  the  interests  of  the  revenue  with  those  of  local  trade  the  Government  has 
not  imposed  on  manufactured  tobacco  from  Amercia  more  than  6d.  on  a  hundred 
pounds  containing  less  than  ten  poxmds  of  moisture,  and  the  new  duty  on  naanufac- 
tured  tobacco  from  the  Levant  2s.  6d.  per  hundred  pounds  wdll,  it  is  calculated,  act  in  a 
way  to  make  the  duty  on  cigars  and  cigarettes  manufactured  in  M'alta  very  slight. 
In  addition  to  these  duties  some  other  hek)  to  the  revenue  will  be  derived  from  certain 
reforms  proposed  to  be  introduced  in  the  law  concerning  the  stamp  duties.  Since  the 
Order  in  Coxmcil  was  published  the  notaries  represented  to  the  Government  that  they 
found  it  very  difficult  to  carry  out  the  law  without  much  loss  of  time,  because  the 
stamp  duty  was  of  one  penny  per  page  of  not  more  than  120^  words.  This  compelled 
the  notaries  to  count  the  number  of  words  in  every  deed,  which  is  very  annoying  and 
entails  loss  of  time.  All  the  notaries  consequently  met  and  addressed  to  the  Govern- 
ment a  petition  in  which  they  stated  that  in  their  opinion  the  duty  should  be  levied 
on  a  dinerent  basis,  that  is  to  say,  that  all  deeds  which  are  subject  to  registration 
according  to  law,  such  as  transfer  of  property,  should  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  Is.  per 
deed,  whatever  the  number  of  words  may  be,  and  that  all  other  deeds,  that  is,  those 
not  subject  to  registration,  should  be  subject  to  a  duty  of  6d.  The  Govenmient 
considers  that  these  suggestions  are  reasonable  and  a  clause  has  been  introduced  to 
give  effect  to  the  same.  Then  other  difficulties  were  raised  as  to  the  interpretation  to 
be  given  to  other  clauses  of  that  Order  in  Council.  There  was  a  c^uestion  as  to  whether 
the  stamp  duty  on  receipts  had  to  be  paid  by  the  person  who  gives  the  receipt  or  by 
the  person  to  whom  the  receipt  is  given.  Tnere  was  also  a  question  as  to  the  person 
who  should  stamp  bills  of  exchange,  bills  of  lading,  and  policies  of  insurance.  Another 
difficulty  was  not  detected  either  by  editors  of  newspapers,  or  by  the  elected  members, 
or  by  other  persons  of  the  community,  but  by  the  Government,  and  that  was  the  in- 
sufficiency of  the  clause  containing  the  penalties  to  be  applicable  to  those  who  did  not 
stamp  the  papers  and  documents  subjected  to  stamp  duty  in  that  Order  in  Council, 
or  against  tne  persons  that  intended  to  defraud  the  law  by  dividing  the  amount  of  the 
receipt  in  order  to  come  under  the  exemption  contained  in  the  Order  in  Council.  All 
that  nas  now  been  remedied  in  this  ordmance,  and,  besides,  the  stamp  duty  has  now 
been  reformed.  I  feel  confident  that  the  trade  will  have  nothing  to  say  against  the 
reforms  which  have  been  introduced;  because,  in  reality,  it  makes  little  difference  to 
the  trade  whether  a  penny  or  twopence,  or  threepence,  is  charged  on  a  bill  of  exchange, 
it  makes  very  little  difference  to  the  trade  if  merchants  have  to  pav  in  Malta  a  duty 
similar  to  that  which  is  paid  on  bills  which  are  served  on  them  from  England,  on 
policies  of  insurance  or  on  transfer  of  stock  when  the  insurance  or  transfer  is  made 
abroad.  It  has  been  consequently  thought  that,  without  injury  to  trade,  the  duty 
on  bills  of  exchange  and  on  poUcies  of  insurance,  on  appraisements  and  valuations, 
and  on  transfers  of  stock,  should  be  levied  ad  valorem.  It  is  therefore  proposed  that 
the  duty  as  regards  bills  of  exchange  should  be  made  Id.  on  all  cheques,  and  bills  of 
exchange  at  sight  or  on  demand,  and  that  where  the  amount  for  which  the  bill  or 
note  is  drawn  or  made  does  not  exceed  £5,  it  should  also  be  Id. ;  when  it  exceeds  £3, 
but  not  £10,  2d. ;  exceeding  £10,  but  not  exceeding  £25,  3d. ;  exceeding  £25,  But 
not  exceeding  £50,  6d. ;  exceeding  £50,  but  not  exceeding  £75,  9d. ;  exceeding  £75, 
but  not  exceeding  £100,  Is. ;  exceeding  £100,  for  every  £100,  and  also  for  any  part 
of  £100  of  such  amount  of  value,  Is.  There  is  a  small  increase  on  the  stamp  duty 
on  bills  of  lading,  which  from  Id.  has  been  raised  to  3d.  There  is  also  an  increase 
in  the  duty  on  charter  parties  (although  this  is  hardly  worthy  of  consideration,  because 
very  few  charter  parties  are  made  in  Malta).  The  duity  in  this  case  has  been  raised 
from  Is.  to  Is.  6d.  On  policies  of  insurance  the  duties  have  been  reflated  in  the 
following  way :  — (1)  Policy  of  sea  insurance.  Where  the  premium  or  consideration  does 
not  exceed  the  rate  of  2s.  6s.  per  centum  of  the  sum  insured,  Id.  In  any  other  case 
la)  for  or  upon  any  voyage  in  respect  of  every  full  stun  of  £100  thereby  insured,  3d. ; 
(6)  for  time  in  respect  of  every  full  sum  of  £100,  and  also  any  fractional  part  of  £100, 
thereby  insured  where  the  insurance  shall  be  made  for  any  time  exceeding  six  months, 
3s. ;  where  the  insurance  shall  be  made  for  any  time  not  exceeding  twelve  months,  6d. 
(2)  Policy  of  life  insurance  where  the  sum  insured  does  not  exceed  £10,  Id. ;  exceedii^ 
£10,  but  not  exceeding  £25,  3d. ;  exceeding  £25,  but  not  exceeding  £50,  for  every 
fuU  sum  of  £50  and  also  for  any  fractional  part  of  £50  of  the  amount  insured,  6d  ; 
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exceeding  £500,  but  not  exceeding  £1,000,  for  every  full  sum  of  £lOO  and  also  for 
any  fractipnal  part  of  £100  of  the  amoxint  insured-,  Is. ;  exceeding  £1,000  for  every 
full  sum  of  £1,000,  and  also  for  any  fractional  part  of  £1,000  of  the  amount  insured,. 
10s.  (3)  Policy  of  insurance  against  accident  and  Policy  for  any  other  insurance.  Id. 
The  duty  on  policies  against  fire  continues  to  be  Id. ;  the  duty  on  receipts  continues 
to  be  the  same.  The  duty  on  documents  which  are  not  notarial  acts  from  Id.  has- 
been  raised  to  3d.  The  duty  on  appraisements  and  valuations  is  also  made  ad  valorem 
in  the  following  propoiftion.  Where  tiie  amount  of  the  appraisement  or  valuation 
does  not  exceed  £5,  Id. ;  where  it  exceeds  £5  and  does  not  exceed  £10,  2d. ;  where 
it  exceeds  £10  and  does  not  exceed  £20, 4d. ;  where  it  exceeds  £20  and  does  not  exceed 
£30,  6d. ;  where  it  exceeds  £30  and  does  not  exceed  £40,  8d. ;  where  it  exceeds  £40 
and  does  not  ex?ceed  £50,  lOd.;  where  it  exceeds  £50  and  does  not  exceed  £100,^ 
Is.  8d. ;  where  it  exceeds  £100  and  does  not  exceed  £200,  3s.  4d. ;  where  it  exceeds 
£200  and  does  not  excefed  £500,  5s. ;  where  it  exceeds  £500,  6s.  8d.  The  part  of  the 
stamp  duty  ordinance  which  is  expected  to  be  more  favourable  to  the  revenue,  and 
whicn  certainly  affects  only  rich  people,  is  that  which  is  proposed  to  be  levied  on 
transfers,  whether  on  sale  or  otherwise,  of  any  property  or  estate.  The  duty  is  of 
a  very  small  amount.  It  only  goes  to  2d.  where  the  amount  or  value  of  the  considera^ 
tion  for  the  sale  does  not  exceed  £5 ;  where  it  exceeds  £5  and  doe?  not  exceed  £10, 
4d. ;  exceeding  £10  and  not  exceeding  £15,  6d. ;  exceeding  £15  and  not  exceedmg 
£20,  8d. ;  exceeding  £20  and  not  exceeding  £25,  lOd. ;  exceeding  £25  and  not  exceed- 
ing  £60,  Is.  8d. ;  exceeding  £50  and  not  exceeding  £75,  2s.  6d. ;  exceeding  £75  and 
not  exceeding  £100,  3s.  4d. ;  exceeding  £100  and  not  exceeding  £125,  4s.  2d. ;  exceed- 
ing £125  and  not  exceeding  £150,  5s.;  exceeding  £150  and  not  exceeding  £175, 
5s.  lOd. ;  exceeding  £175  and  not  exceeding  £200,  6s.  8d. ;  exceeding  £!iOO  and  not 
exceedinff  £225,  7s.  6d. ;  exceeding  £225  and  not  exceeding  £250,  8s.  4d. ;  exceeding 
£250  and  not  exceeding  £275,  9s. ;  exceeding  £275  and  not  exceeding  £300,  10s. ; 
exceeding  £300,  for  overy  £50  or  portional  part  of  £50,  Is.  8d  Another  sub-section 
of  this  part  of  the  ordinance  refers  to  the  transfer  of  every  marketable  security  of 
any  State,  colony,  or  municipality,  share  or  stock  certificate.  The  duty  is  not  more 
than  6d.  per  £10  of  nominal  value,  which  is  much  below  what  all  tKe  persons  who 
invest  their  money  in  foreign  stock  have  to  pay  in  London,  Paris,  or  in  Italy.  Another 
stamp  duty  will  be  raised  on  shares  or  stock  of  any  companies  or  bodies  established 
out  of  Malta,  this  only  amounts  to  2d.  on  the  same  amount  of  £10  of  nominal  value. 
These  are  the  items  inserted  in  this  ordinance  from  which  we  hope  to  raise  a  sum 
corresponding  to  that  which  is  required  for  ithe  carrying  into  effect  of  the  reforms 
which  I  have  submitted  to  the  Coimcil.  Of  course,  if  there  is  any  excess  in  the 
revenue,  so  much  the  better;  the  amount  will  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council,  and 
will  enable  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  the  Director  of  Education,  and  the 
Comptroller  of  Charitable  Insrtitutions  to  make  proposals  for  the  advantage  of  the 
service  under  their  respective  departments.  Probably  the  Council  will  always  refuse 
the  £400  for  my  Assistant.  The  revenue  which  will  be  derived  from  these  taxes  will 
be  spent  in  carrying  out  the  much-needed  works  which  are  included  in  Schedule  A 
of  this  ordinance  and  in  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  of  the  elementary 
schools,  and  in  doing  so  we  will  feel  that  we  have  done  our  duty  to  the  country  in 
general  and  to  those  teachers  in  particular.  I  hope,  Sir,  that  the  Council  will  set 
aside  the  reasons  which  have  at  times  been  stated  for  objecting  to  any  proposal  for 
increasing  the  revenue.  One  of  these  reasons  was  that  the  elected  members  were 
bound  by  programme  not  to  increase  the  revenue,  and  some  of  the  elected  members 
also  said  that,  in  view  of  the  form  of  ffovernment  which  is  granted  under  the  present 
constitution,  they  did  not  feel  inclined  to  grant  supplies  to  a  permanent  government 
under  which  certain  measures  have  been  passed  with  the  assistance  of  elected  members 
of  the  Council  of  Government  who  are  no  longer  members  thereof  These  are  political 
arguments  which  on  former  occasions  were  proved  to  be  groundless,  and  which  should 
certainly  be  set  aside  on  this  occasion,  when  the  Government  does  not  ask  for  a  per- 
manent increase  of  the  revenue,  but  asks  for  the  provision  of  supplies  for  the  specific 
purposes  which  are  indicated  in  the  ordinance,  about  the  necessity  of  which  I  am  sure 
there  will  be  no  discussion  in  this  Council.  Theoniy  point  that  elected  members  have  to 
consider  is  whether  the  duties  which  the  Government  proposes  to  collect  are  the  proper 
duties  which  might  be  imposed  with  the  least  prejudice  to  the  public,  and  whether 
there  is  any  exaggeration  in  the  amount  of  the  several  duties  proposed.  I  should  like 
to  impress  upon  elected  members  the  duty  they  have  to  provide  for  the  requirements 
of  the  public,  especially  in  matter?  which  concern  directly  sanitation  and  education ; 
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men  cannot  live  in  the  way  that  every  man  has  a  right  to  live  in  a  civilized  country 
under  a  well  constituted  government  imless  they  are  brought  up  in  an  atniosphere 
which  is  perfectly  healthy  and  in  which  no  injury  can  be  suffered  by  those  who  are 
healthy  on  account  of  defects  which  might  be  remedied  by  sanitation;  and  every  man 
is  fully  entitled  to  expect  to  receive  under  the  government  of  a  civilized  country  at 
least  elementary  education.  There  are  coimtries  in  which  there  are  great  facilities  for 
acquiring  higher  education;  it  is  a  point  which  may  be  open  to  dScussion  whether 
the  expenditure  for  keeping  a  lyceum  should  be  borne  by  the  Government  or  by  the 
classes  of  the  community  who  receive  their  education  tnerein;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  there  ever  has  been,  or  that  there  can  ever  be,  any  discussion  as  to  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  provide  for  the  elementary  education  of  every  boy  and  girl  in  the 
country.  I  therefore  feel  that  in  drafting  this  ordinance  and  in  making  myself  the 
interpreter  of  the  views  of  the  Government  in  this  question,  I  am  performing  a  duty 
towards  my  coxmtrymen,  and  we  rely  on  the  co-operation  of  the  elected  members  of 
this  Council  to  carry  out  these  useful  and  urgent  reforms.  We  are  sure  that  on  this 
occasion  the  elected  members  of  this  CouncS  will  be  alive  to  the  responsibilities  of 
their  position,  and  will  act  up  to  those  responsibilities — setting  aside  every  side-issue 
and  every  political  interest  tney  may  have  in  this  question,  i?raich  is  one  of  life  and 
death  for  our  country! 

The  Chief  Secretary  seconded. 
Leave  granted. 

The  Crown  Advocate  moved  that  the  ordinance  be  read  a  first  time  and  printed. 
The  Chief  Secretary  seconded. 

Ordinance  read  a  first  time  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Crown  Advocate :  I  give  notice  that  at  the  next  sitting  I  shall  take  the  second 
xeading  of  this  ordinance. 

Ordinance  HI  of  1890  Amendment  Ordinance. 
Dr.  Mizzi :  Propongo  che  il  Presidente  lasci  la  Sedia  e  che  il  Consiglio  si  risolva 
In  Comitate  per  la  discussione  della  ordinanza  "  Per  emendare  la  orffinanza  No.  HE, 
del  1890." 

Br.  Bonnici  seconded. 


No.  15. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  August  13,  1900.) 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  August  8,  1900. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that,  after  consulting  the  Executive  Council,  I 
liave  this  day  dissolved  the  Council  of  Government  by  tiie  Proclamation  of  which 
a  copy  is  enclosed. 

2.  I  have  also  given  directions  for  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  for  the  return 
of  a  new  Council,  to  meet  for  the  transaction  of  the  busmess  of  the  Colony,  towards 
tne  end  of  October  next. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Gt)vcmor. 


Enclosm^e  in  No.  15. 
Anno  Domini  1900.]  PTo.  XIH. 

Proclamation. 

By  His  Excellency  Sir  Francis  Wallace  Grenfell,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most 
Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished 
Order  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George,  Lieutenant-Greneral  in  Her  Majest/s 
Armjr,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Island  of  Malta 
and  its  Dependencies,  and  Commander  of  the  Troops  serving  within  the  same. 

Whereas  by  Her  Majestjr's  Letters  Patent,  passed  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  on'the  12tli  December  1887,  altering 
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^e  C!onstitution  of  the  Council  of  Government  of  Malta,  it  is  amongst  other  things 
provided — ''  That  tfie  Governor  miay,  at  any  time,  by  Proclamation,  prorogue  or  dis- 
^solve  the  Council  '* — ^And  whereas  We,  the  Governor  of  Malta,  have  thought  fit  to 
-dissolve  the  Council; 

We,  therefore,  in  pursuance  and  exercise  of  the  power  in  Us  vested  as  aforesaid, 
^o,  by  this  Our  Proclamation,  dissolve  the  Coxmcil  of  Government  of  Malta;  and 
We  do,  therefore,  ordain  and  command  that  a  General  Election  of  the  Elected  Mem- 
bers of  the  said  Council  shall  be  held  within  three  months  from  the  date  hereof. 

Palace,  Valletta,  this  8th  day  of  August,  1900. 

By  command, 

F.  Vella, 
Acting  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 

God  Savb  the  QtjsbnI 


No.  16, 

AcnNG-GovKRNOR  LORD  CONGLETON  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  September  4,  1900.) 

[Answered  by  No.  19.] 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  August  31,  1900. 

At  the  desire  of  Dr.  Fortunate  Mizzi  and  Mr.  S.  Cachia  Zammit,  I  have  the 
honour  to  forward  herewith  a  further  communication,  signed  by  them  on  behalf  of 
the  late  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government,  relative  to  your  despatch 
-of  the  l&th  June.* 

2.     I  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  offer  any  remarks  on  this  communication. 

I  have,  &c., 

CONGLETON, 

Deputy  Gk>vemor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  16. 


Sa,  Malta,  August  18,  1900. 

We,  the  undersigned,  late  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government, 
Jiave  been  greatly  disappointed  and  surprised  at  the  answer  given  by  you  (dated  19th 
June  ultimo),  to  our  commimications  made  on  behalf  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Maltese  population. 

2.  After  nearly  a  century  of  misgovernment,  which  no  sort  of  agitation,  no 
number  of  public  petitions,  no  amount  of  remonstrances  in  Council  could  ever  set 
right  in  any  manner,  all  the  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government  deemed 
it  their  duty  to  make  an  appeal  to  your  sense  of  justice,  and  it  was  decided  that  we 
■should  be  sent  to  you  as  their  delegates.  We  acceded  to  their  request  with  the  full 
persuasion  and  with  the  ^eatest  confidence  that  ypu  would  do  justice  to  the  claims 
of  the  representatives  of  me  people,  and  would  see  the  necessity,  in  this  fin  de  siede, 
to  change  the  military  rule  of  this  Island  into  another  form  of  Gt)vemment,  more 
in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  pro^ss  of  the  age. 

Your  answer  clearly  and  uneqmvocaJly  decreed  tiiat  the  Maltese  population 
-should  not  indulge  in  the  hope  of  any  future  change. 

3.  Li  soliciting  an  interview  we  had  only  in  view  to  speak  to  you  on  the 
^Constitution  and  the  Language  question,  and  the  memorandum  we  had  prepared, 
tlated  19th  June,  1899,  was  quite  suflScient  fpr  our  purpose;  but,  later  on,  a  Blue 
Book  was  distributed  to  the  Members  of  Parliament,  and  we  found  in  it  a  series  of 
accusations  made  by  our  late  Governor,  Sir  A.  L.  Fremantle,  against  the  Elected 
lif  embers,  to  which  we  had  to  answer ;  and  as  it  was  impossible  to  encroach  on  your 
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valuable  time,  we  asked  your  pennission  to  reply  to  bir  A.  L.  Fremantle's  despatch 
in  writing,  and  you  kindly  acceded  to  our  request. 

4.  At  section  five  ot  your  despatch  we  read  that  "you  do  not  understand  what 
is  the  precise  meaning  of  the  allegation  that  Malta  is  imder  a  purely  military  rule/' 
We  beg  to  offer  our  congratulations  to  you,  sir,  on  not  being  able  to  xmderstand  that 
allegation ;  but  the  Maltese  people  do  understand  it,  unfortunately,  too  weU. 

It  is  true  that  in  Malta  there  is  an  Executive  as  well  as  a  Legislative  Coxmcil>. 
but  all  this  is  only  a  delusion.  The  Military  Governor  does  what  he  likes.  If  the 
Government  succeed  in  ^persuading — ^no  matter  by  what  means — two,  three,  or  some- 
times  four  of  the  Elected  Members  to  uphold  the  Government  views,  the  Governor- 
does  what  he  likes  "  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  of  Government,"  that 
is  to  say,  by  the  vote  of  a  small  minority  of  the  Elected  Beiich,  and  the  vote  of  the 
six  of&cials,  against  the  powerless  majority  of  the  Elected  Members.  When  the. 
system  of  corruptive  policy  fails,  then  the  Military  Governor  does  what  he  likes  by 
vetoes,  and  "by  suggesting  Orders  in  Council,  and  similar  means;  and  a  tornado  of 
recriminations  against  the  Elective  Members,  dissenting  irom  the  Government,  is 
the  only  plea  of  justification  for  the  unconstitutional  means  resorted  to  by  the 
Authorities. 

This  state  of  things  need  not  be  proved  to  be  detrimental  by  any  (quotation  of 
facts,  as  it  is  evinced  such  a  priori.  It  is  unjust,  imconstitutional,  ruinous  to  the: 
country,  whose  greatest  interests  are  sacrificed  to  aU  petty  exigencies  of  militarism. 

5.  No  doubt,  sir,  you  are  quite  at  liberty  to  believe  or  not  the  statements  made 
by  us  in  reference  to  the  system  of  corruption  practised  by  our  Local  Government; 
however,  a  very  sad  consolation  remains  to  us,  which  is  that  to  our  statements  the- 
whole  population  of  Malta  bears  testimony,  and  that  they  would  not  surprise  the 
world,  if  published ;  nay,  the  whole  world  would  easily  believe  them. 

6.  It  is  with  all  due  deference  that  we  receive  your  declaration  that  you  take 
great  exception  in  regard  to  the  complaints  made  by  us  against  the  Executive;  and,, 
in  confirmmg  all  the  representations  made  by  us,  we  submit  respectfully,  that  one 
of  the  complaints  is  precisely  this,  that  the  Executive  is  not  responsible  to  the  Elected 
Members,  as  it  should  be,  but  it  is  only  responsible  to  you.  You  inform  us  that  it 
enjoys  all  your  confidence,  and  we  understand  this,  which  only  means  that  for  the: 
conduct  of  the  local  policy  the  Imperial  Government  is  also  responsible.  Such  a  fact 
plainly  shows  how  far  from  constitutional  principles  is  our  Constitution. 

7.  However,  it  is  with  great  regret  that  we  see  approved  by  you  the  Ordinance- 
on  public  meetings,  the  lavish  expenditure  of  our  money,  the  system  of  corruption 
prevailing  in  our  Government  poncy,  the  abuse  of  the  power  of  veto  vested  in  the 
Governor,  and  even  the  cruel  and  shocking  facts  of  the  6th  May,  1891,  as  well  as  thd 
provoking  insolence  of  the  Chief  Secretary,  who  appeared  at  the  Palace  balcony 
laughing  at  the  unjustifiable  assault  of  the  police  on  the  most  quiet  and  law-abidiiig. 
populat^n  of  the  world. 

8.  As  to  the  expenditure  of  public  money,  you  quote  Clause  1  of  the  Letters: 
Patent  of  the  19th  August,  1891,  to,  the  effect  that  no  vote  or  resolution  disposing 
of  or  charging  any  part  of  the  public  revenue  shall  be  passed  by  the  Council  if  the 
votes  of  eight  or  more  of  the  Elected  Members  are  recorded  against  it,  and  you 
conclude  against  the  statement  made  by  us,  namely,  that  the  Maltese,  who  pay 
taxes,  have  no  efficient  vote  in  the  spending  of  them. 

It  is  quite  true  that  eight  Elected  Members  can  disallow  a  vote,  and  it  is  also 
true  that  in  some  cases — ^very  limited  in  number — this  disposition  is  conducive  to 
some  beneficial  purpose. 

But  exception  is  not  the  rule. 

The  Elected  Members,  to  make  a  good  use  of  their  power  of  passing  or  rejecting; 
money  votes,  should  have,  foremost  of  all,  responsible  Ministers,  enjoying  their  con- 
fidence. It  is  impossible  for  the  Legislative  body  to  see  all  the  wants  of  the  popula- 
tion, all 'the  means  at  their  disposal,  and  to  direct  what  preference  should  be  given* 
to  the  several  works  that  are  to  be  carried  out,  what  their  real  cost,  and  what  the 
•means  of  putting  them  into  execution.  This  should  be  the  task  of  the  Executive, 
and  especially  of  the  Financial  Officer  and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works ;  and* 
the  Legislative  body  should  have  this  work  done  by  persons  who  deserve  their  con- 
fidence and  are  eager  of  maintaining  it. 

On  the  contrary,  the  Elective  Bench  cannot  rely  on  your  officials.  The  repre^ 
sentatives  of  the  people  have  more  than  once  been  deceived,  and  are,  in  consequence,, 
iuatly  suspicious. 
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The  practice  of  your  officials  is,  that  after  the  general  estimate  is  passed,  they  b^^ 
to  bring,  one  by  one,  supplementary  votes,  and  the  Elected  Members  have  to  examme 
^ajou  vote  hj  itself,  and  judge  of  its  absolute  utility,  without  any  reference  to  other  possi- 
ble necessities.  They  vote  to-day  for  a  work,  and  they  are  to-morrow  asked  to  vote  ias 
another,  more  important,  and  when  the  revenue  is  in  a  straitened  condition*  they 
-are  requested  to  vote  for  a  work  of  absolute  urgency  and  to  raise  taxes,  without 
having  any  means  to  control  the  estimate  of  the  work,  as  they  cannot  rely  on  the 
•estimates  of  your  officials.  Besides,  the  Elected  Members  are  sometimes  induced  to 
help  the  Government  in  certain  undertakiugs  by  the  most  brilliant  and  promising 
prospects,  which  vanish  like  chaff  as  soon  as  the  money  is  spent,  just  as  in  the  case  of 
the  installation  of  the  electric  light. 

This  is,  in  practice,  the  value  of  Clause  1  of  the  Letters  Patent  of  1891  in  the 
hands  of  officials  who  have  not  the  slightest  responsibility  towards  the  Council,  and 
who  cannot  but  give  greater  consideration  to  military  interests,  than  to  those  of  the 
community  by  which  they  are  paid. 

9.  Meanwhile,  we  have  to  state  that  Clause  1  of  the  Letters  Patent  of  the 
19th  August,  1891,  is  another  restriction  of  the  Constitution  granted  in  December, 
1887. 

10.  No  doubt,  to  justify  such  retrogression,  it  is  gratuitously  alleged  that  the 
concession  of  1887  has  been  used  by  the  Elected  Members  in  order  to  make  Govern- 
ment ridiculous,  to  prevent  the  Administration  from  proceeding,  and  to  stop  useful 
.and  absolutely  necessary  measures. 

But  we  state  it  is  the  Government  that  rendered  the  Constitution  ridiculous  bv 
using  it  in  a  spirit  quite  contrary  to  that  with  which  it  was  asked  and  received.  And, 
above  all,  preposterous  and  ricficulous  are  the  pretensions  of  the  Local  Government 
in  presuming  that  the  Elected  Members  should  always  agree  with  the  officials,  and  to 
slander  them  whenever  they  do  not  agree  with  them. 

11.  As  to  the  substitution  of  the  English  languapre  for  the  Italian  language, 
we  have  to  observe  that  it  is  an  act  of  tyranny  unbecoming  to  the  Government  that 
perpetrates  it,  and  outrageous  to  the  people  on  whom  it  is  imposed — a>  people  who 
claim  a  right  to  their  independence,  nay,  a  title  to  the  gratitude  of  the  Government. 

To  the  assertions  most  ostentatiously  enunciated  that  this  substitution  is  made 
in  the  interest  of  the  Maltese,  we  have  answered  with  such  sell-evident  and  convincing 
arguments  that  no  attempt  is  made  to  confute  them.  This  substitution  is  devisea 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  most  apparent  interests  of  the  Maltese,  and  constitutes 
another  proof  that  the  vagaries  of  militarism  dare  to  tread  down  the  most  sacred 
rights  of  the  Maltese  popiuation: 

You  state  that  the  Commission  of  King  William  IV.  about  the  language  of  the 
Maltese  laws  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  irrevocable  pledge  that  the  Italian  language 
was  to  remain  the  official  language  of  Malta;  why,  sir,  that  Commission  was  most 
positively  a  pledge,  and  as  irrevocable  as  a  pledge  of  an  English  King  should  be. 
On  that  occasion  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  Government  to  change  the  official 
language  of  Malta.  The  Maltese,  you  must  be  aware,  protested  strongly  and  sol- 
emnly, and  the  Commission  of  Her  Majesty^s  predecessor  came  as  an  assurance  that 
the  rights  of  the  Maltese  would  be  ever  respected. 

Now  we  beg  you  to  observe  that  no  pledges  were  or  are  necessary.  If  England 
had  conquered  Malta,  it  would  have  been  innuman  to  carry  the  rights  of  conquest 
so  far  as  to  change  the  official  language  of  the  Maltese.  But  Malta  was  not  concjuered 
by  Great  Britain;  the  Maltese  placed  themselves  upder  the  British  protection  of 
their  own  free  will,  with  the  assurance  that  their  rights  would  be  mamtained  and 
upheld,  such  as  that  of  the  language,  which,  after  religion,  is  paramount.  It  is^ 
therefore,  only  an  abuse  of  power  and  a  grave  injustice  not  to  let  them  perfectly  at 
liberty  on  this  question. 

As  to  our  assertion  that  the  Maltese  dialect  is  full  of  Italian  words,  and  learning 
Italian  from  the  Maltese  is,  for  this  reason,  rendered  easier,  your  officials  dared  to 
inform  you  that  such  assertion  is  not  correct.  At  section  four  of  our  letter  of  the 
28th  October,  1899,  we  informed  you  that  Commissioner  Keenan  suggested  that  the 
Maltese  dialect  should  be  purified  of  all  Italian  words,  with  which  it  abounds,  and 
that,  in  order  to  make  the  study  of  the  Italian  difficult.  Such  whimsical  ordeal  was 
tr.  be  performed  by  substituting  Arabic  words  for  Italo-Maltese  ones.  Now,  this 
proposal,  besides  being  pernicious  in  itself,  thoroughly  proves  the  correctness  of  our 
assertion. 
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The  bad  faith  of  the  Groyernment  to  compel  children  in  the  Primary  Schools 
to  lose  their  time  in  studying  Maltese,  is  shown  by  a  comparison  of  this  policy  with 
that  of  the  British  Government  towards  Ireland  and  Wales.  Great  efforts  are  hemg; 
made  to  persuade  the  Irish  and  the  Welsh  not  to  lose  time  in  learning  their  languages^ 
whidi  are  "  a  wall  of  words  against  civilization/'  Now  the  Irish  and  the  Welsh  are 
counted  by  millions,  and  the  Maltese  only  number  180,000,  so  that  the  Maltese 
dialect  is  much  more  "  a  wall  of  words  "  against  the  civilization  of  the  Maltese  people 
than  tiie  Irish  language  in  Ireland,  and  the  Welsh  language  in  Wales. 

Nothing  iu  the  world  can  be  more  vexatious  and  unjust  than  the  Government 
policy  ia  Malta  on  the  Language  question,  and  nothing  more  detrimental  and  de- 
plorable than  the  means  resorted  to  in  support  of  that  policy.  Quite  a  propos,  the 
"  Times,"  in  one  of  its  recent  articles,  stigmatizes  the  policy  of  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment in  imposing  the  Russian  language  as  the  official  language  on  the  Finland  com- 
munity,'and  the  convincing  and  irrefragable  arguments  of  the  "Times"  ,can  be 
applied  more  forcibly  to  the  policy  pursued  in  this  Island. 

12.  In  our  despatch  of  the  28th  October,  1899,  at  paragraph  18,  we  explained- 
to  you  the  Hewson  scandal,  which,  most  probably,  was  only  a  pretext  created  to 
bring  about  the  intended  changes.  We  believe,  sir,  what  you  say  in  your  despatch^, 
that  Hewson's  case  has  appealed  to  your  sense  of  justice  in  favour  of  the  English 
residing  in  Malta,  and  that  you  desired  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  the  case;  but 
we  entreat  you  to  reflect  that  with  the  intention  of  doing  justice  to  the  English,  you 
are  plainly  doing  an  injustice  to  all  the  Maltese,  and  that  the  Maltese,  being  in  their* 
own  coxmtry,  and  constituting  the  majority  of  the  population,  have  a  greater  claim- 
to  your  sense  of  justice. 

13.  The  Chief  Secretary  used  often  to  come  forward  with  the  argument  that 
the  Maltese  electorate,  being  only  10,000  in  a  population  of  180,000,  the  Elected 
Members  simply  represented  a  small  portion  of  the  population,  but  the  Electedi 
Members  and  the  whole  population  used  to  receive  with  laughter  this  sort  of  illogical, 
reasomng.  The  same  argument  repeated  by  you  produces  a  diflEerent  sentiment  in 
our  hearts. 

To  the  observations  we  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  on  this  subject  in  our* 
above  quoted  letter  of  the  28th  October,  1899,  at  section  14,  we  beg  to  add  that  the 
,  electorate  increases  in  proportion  to  the  development  of  liberal  institutions,  and  the 
interest  of  the  electors  in  proportion  to  the  responsibility  ot  the  elections.    The  con- 
sequence is  that  the  limited  number  of  electors  in  Malta,  and  the  little  interest  which 
is  taken  iu  elections,  speak  against  the  Government,  and  not  against  the  Maltese 
people.    It  cannot  be  denied  that  our  liberal  institutions,  with  all  concentration  of 
powers  in  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  are  not  such  as  to  develop  the  energies  of  the- 
population,  and  the  system  of  Government,  based  on  the  alternative  power  of  cor- 
ruption and  Orders  in  Council  and  vetoes,  is  not  such  as  to  stir  public  interest  in 
the  administration  of  a  country  so  small  as  that  of  Malta. 

We  have  to  remind  you  that  Malta  has  been  governed  by  English  Governors,, 
without  the  shade  of  a  representation,  up  to  1849 — ^that  from  1849  to  1887  the  CJouncil 
consisted  of  nine  Official  Members,  and  eight  elected  by  the  people,  who  were  always 
outvoted  by  the  official  majority,  so  that  the  popular  representation  was  only  a 
mockery — ^tHat  in  1887  a  better  Constitution  was  granted,  but  it  was  soon  after  muti- 
lated, and  worked  in  a  manner  as  to  leave  the  whole  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
Governor.  Consequently  the  (xovemment  is  responsible  lor  the  present  sad  condition 
of  affairs. 

14.  An  that  was  to  be  said  on  the  Bakery  Exchange  has  been  submitted  to* 
you  in  our  letter  of  the  19th  February  last,  at  sections  1  to  9.      It  is  not  correct 
altogether  to  state  that  Dr.  Mizzi  reported  in  favour  of  the  transfer,  without  explain- 
ing that  Dr.  Mizzi  declared  the  exchange  unreasonable  and  unfair.     We  plainly 
showed  to  you  that  the  Military  Authorities,  after  haying  taken  the  bakery  from 
the  Civil  Government,  without  compensation,  wished  to  seU  it  to  us  for  £26,000. 
This  proposal  is  unjust,  for,  even  overlooking  the  injustice  of  the  title  by  which  the- 
Miirtary  Authorities  detain  the  bakery,  it  is  certain  that  another  bakery  can  be 
built  in  a  more  convenient  place,  and  according  to  plans  approved,  and  our  Civil 
Government  being  ready  to  build  it  at  the  cost  of  £17,000,  the  old  one  is  to  be  returned' 
to  the  Civil  Government  instead  of  the  new  one.    But  the  Military  Authorities  want 
to  gain  by  the  bargain  £9,000,  insisting  that  the  Civil  Government  should  pay  so-^ 
much  in  order  to  buy  a  new  machinery.    Why  should  the  Civil  Government  buy  a. 
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new  juachinery  for  the, Military?    Is  it  not  enou^  to  build  for  them  a  new  bakery 
and  havQ  in  pompensation  an  old  one  that  belongs  to  us? 

15.  It  would  take  us  much  time  to  show  you  how  the  money  of  the  Maltese 
is  lavishly  spent,  how  the  electric  light  is  anything  but  a  success,  how  the  extensi6n 
of  the  railway  has  been  effected  for  the  benefit  of  the  Military  Authorities,  and  how 
many  works  are  carried  out  for  the  same  purpose ;  but  to  demonstrate  all  this  it  is 
sufficient  to  prove  it  indirectly,  by  reminding  you  that  a  year  ago  you  imposed  two 
heavjr  taxes  on  the  people,  and  many  other  taxes  have  been  proposed  this  year,  at 
the  fag  end  of  the  session,  which  shall  have  to  be  debated  at  the  next  Legislature. 

16.  As  to  your  assertion  that  you  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  people 
of  Malta  as  a  whole  (except  the  10,000  electors  who,  having  returned  us  unopposed 
in  the  last  elections,  should  be  considered  to  have  voted  for  us  xmanimously)  is  in 
any  way  discontented  or  dissatisfied  with  the  administration  of  the  Government  of 
Malta,  we  have  to  submit  that  it  is  impossible  to  imagine  that  the  Maltese,  as  a  whole,. 
ignore  the  beneficial  forms  of  self-government,  and  do  not  prefer  them  to  the  rule 
of  a  Military  Governor,  who  concentrates  in  his  hands  all  powers,  and  can  override 
any  decision  of  the  Council  whenever  he  disapproves  that  decision.  There  is  no 
people  in  the  world  who  does  not  realize  the  benefit  of  self-government.  A  century 
ago  our  forefathers  fought  for  their  liberty,  and  ever  since  the  Maltese  have  petitioned 
on  several  occasions  for"  a  Constitution  that  would  give  them  the  power  to  administer 
their  own  local  affairs.  This  is  a  fact  which  shows  that  they  are  not  satisfied  with 
the  actual  state  of  things.  Nor  can  they  be  satisfied  without  having  lost  that  senti- 
ment of  national  dignity,  of  patriotism  and  interest,  which  every  civilized  people 
evinces  throughout  the  whole  world.  We  are  sure  that  military  rule,  imposed  upoo 
the  Maltese  for  nearly  a  centurjr,  has  not  yet  changed  their  character,  lowered  their 
sentiments,  and  clouded  their  minds  to  such  an  extent  as  not  to  long  and  aspire  for 
their  political  freedom. 

17.  But  what  has  keenly  wounded  our  feelings,  and  of  all  those  who  wish  well 
to  their  country,  is  the  resolute  tone  in  which  you  declare  that  Malta,  being  a  naval 
station  and  a  fortress  of  importance,  must  not  cherish  any  hope  to  see  the  constitution 
of  their  Government  reformed  on  more  liberal  principles.  We  most  respectfully 
entreat  you  to  consider  that  Malta  belongs  to  the  Maltese,  and  if  Great  Britain  has 
now  the  benefit  of  so  important  a  fortress  and  naval  station,  it  is  because  the  Maltese 
have  placed  themselves  under  her  protection,  giving  her  the  use  of  them ;  so  it  cannot 
but  seem  to  us  very  strange  that  just  because  Malta  is  very  precious  to  England  the 
Maltese  must  be  deprived  of  that  political  freedom  which  they  most  eagerly  and 
earnestly  have  endeavoured  to  secure.  The  more  precious  is  our  country  to  the 
British  Empire,  the  greater  should  be  England's  gratitude,  and  still  greater  its  bound- 
ing duty  to  adhere  strictly  to  those  obligations  which  were  explicitly  and  implicitly 
assumed  towards  the  people  of  Malta.  We  therefore  appeal  to  you  once  more,  solicit- 
ing the  grant  of  a  Constitution  more  consonant  with  the  principles  of  self-government; 
no  such  concession,  limited  to  our  local  and  domestic  affairs,  can  in  any  mannear 
encroach  on  the  legitimate  interests  of  the  fortress  and  the  naval  station. 

We  have,  &c., 

FORTUNATO  MiZZI. 

S.  CAcmA  Zammtt. 
The  Right  Honourable 

J.  Chamberlain,  M.P., 

Her  Majesty*s  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 

&c.,  &c.,  &c., 

London. 


No.  17. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  October  30,  1900.) 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  October  25,  1900. 

On  the  22nd  of  June,  1900,*  I  had  the  honour  to  report  that  the  most  promi- 
nent of  the  Elected  Members  had,  in  the  Council  of  Government,  expressed  a  wish 
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to  consult  their  constituents  on  the  question  of  the  expedieflCjr  of  revising  the  ^stem 
of  taxation,  and  this  view  appeared  to  be  concurred  in  Unanimously  by  all  the 
Members. 

2.  A  dissolution  was,  therefore,  decided  upon,  and  whts  were  issued  on  the 
19th  September  kst  for  the  General  Election.  The  period  of  noinination  extended 
from  the  4th  to  the  10th  October. 

3.  However,  no  public  steps  of  any  sort  were  taken  by  Dr.  Mizzi  or  his  party 
to  carry  out  the  assurance  given  in  Council  as  to  consulting  the  electors,  untu  tne 
first  day  fixed  for  the  nomination,  viz.,  the  4th  of  October,  when  the  electoral  address 
of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed  was  published  in  ''  La  Gazzetta  di  Malta,"  and  signed 
by  Dr.  Mizzi,  the  leader  of  the  late  Members. 

4.  The  absence  of  the  signatures  of  the  other  candidates  is  remarkable.  This 
address  evades  an  appeal  to  the  electors  on  the  question  of  providing  wavs  and  means 
for  all  or  any  of  the  public  works  and  reforms  that  had  been  declared  urgent,  and 
assumes  that,  as  t^e  electors  have  a  general  aversion  to  being  taxed,  they  will  return 
a  party  in  favour  of  the  Italian  language  and  opposed  to  taxation. 

5.  After  the  issue  of  Dr.  Mizzi's  sddress,  and  before  tEe  expiration  of  the  time 
fixed  for  nominating  candidates,  Mr.  B.  De  Cesare  presented  himself  as  a  candidate 
in  the  8th  District,  with  an  electoral  programme,  of  which  a  translation  is  enclosed); 
and  his  opponent,  Mr.  Semini  (the  outgomg  member),  published  a  counter-address,  a 
translation  of  which  is  also  forwarded. 

6.  The  number  of  registered  electors  in  the  8th  District  is  678,  and,  from 
this  number,  the  successful  candidate  only  obtained  106  votes,  and  Mr.  De  Cesare, 
who  was  defeated,  only  polled  61. 

7.  The  general  public  have  taken  very  little  interest  in  these  elections,  and  it  is 
clear  that  there  is  no  strong  popular  feeling  against  the  policy  of  the  Government 
on  the  Language  question,  or  against  the  proposal  for  a  revision  of  the  antiquated 
and  inadequate  svstem  of  taxation. 

8.  It  will  be  therefore  seen  that,  while  the  necessity  of  further  taxation  to 
provide  funds  for  services  that  can  be  no  longer  postponed  is  almost  universally 
acknowledged,  the  Elected  Members,  whose  duty  it  is  to  provide  funds,  after  adequate 
discussion,  are  pledged  to  a  firm  policy  of  **  no  taxes,"  and,  under  these  circumstances, 
the  proper  administration  of  the  Government  will  be  most  difficult,  if  not  impossible, 
vdthout  the  assistance  of  Orders  in  Council. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  17. 

Translation— From  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta,"  3rd  October,  1900. 

Address  to  the  Electors. 
Electors, 

The  NationaUst  Candidates  for  the  forthcoming  elections  are  we,  the  same 
gentlemen  who,  in  the  passed  Legislature,  have  had  the  honour  to  represent  you, 
namely: — 

Mr.  A.  M.  Micallef,  to  represent  the  holders  of  titles  of  nobility  and  owners  of 
immovable  property. 

Dr.  B.  Bonnici,  to  represent  the  graduates  of  the  University  of  Malta. 

Mr.  P.  Sammut  to  represent  the  members  of  the  Borsa  di  Commercio. 

Dr.  A.  PulKcino,  for  the  1st  District. 

The  Most  Noble  Emm.  Testaferrata  Bonici  Axiak,  Marquis  of  S.  Vincenzo 
Ferreri,  for  the  2nd  District. 

P.  L.  F.  Azzopardi,  for  the  3rd  District. 

Dr.  F.  Cardona,  for  the  4th  District. 

Mr.  C.  Darmanin,  for  the  5th  District. 

Notary  P.  Bartoli,  P.L.,  for  the  6th  District. 

Mr.  F.  Wettinger,  P.A.,  for  the  7th  District. 

Mr.  E.  Semini,  P.L.,  for  the  8th  District. 
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Mr.  S.  Cachia  Zammit,  for  the  9tti  District. 

Myseii,  VI.  Jb*.  Mizzi,  for  the  10th  District. 

The  programme  under  which  we  have  fought  has  long  been  known  to  you;  we 
have  nothing  to  alter  in  the  same. 

You  know  that  at  the  very  last  sittings  of  the  preceding  Legislature  the  Govern- 
ment proposed  m  the  Council  a  long  list  ol  taxes  for  the  carrying  out  of  several  work* 
which  the  Government  stated  to  be  urgent.  My  colleagues  ana  myself  proposed  the 
postponement  of  that  scheme,  in  order  that  we  might  nave  time  to  stuay  the  sarne^ 
and,  in  case  we  should  have  found  the  necessity  of  any  tax,  resign  our  mandate  and 
represent  ourselves  again  to  you  with  a  programme  favourable  to  such  taxes  as  we 
might  have  considered  absolutely  necessary.  We  have  considered  that  scheme,  and,, 
as  a  result  of  our  investigations,  we  are  ol  opinion  that  there  is  no  reason  whatever 
for  the  imposition  of  new  taxes  on  this  impoverished  population.  These  are  briefly 
our  reasons. 

The  Government,  in  their  scheme,  propose  a  complete  list  of  the  works  which 
they  consider  most  necessary ;  they  thus  furnish  us  with  a  sure  basis  for  our  reasoning, 
as  we  can  hold  for  certain  that  there  are  no  other  foreseen  works  more  urgent  than 
those  included  in  their  list. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  in  considering  the  advisability  of  the  construction  of  new 
works  and  of  taxation,  a  special  regard  must  be  had  to  the  florid  state  or  otherwise 
of  the  country,  in  order  that  one  may  judge  whether  a  certain  work  is  urgently  re- 
quired or  not.  What  guides  the  jud^ent  of  private  individuals  should,  in  this  case, 
also  be  the  guide  of  tne  public.  In  the  case  of  a  rich  man  a  certain  amount  of 
luxury  is  urgently  required;  but  a  poor  man  will  not  throw  away  the  money  that 
must  serve  him  for  a  year's  subsistence  in  the  acquisition  of  an  object  of  mere  luxury, 
however  pleasing  that  luxury  might  prove  to  him.  Now,  knowing  as  we  do  what 
are  the  financial  conditions  of  this  impoverished  country,  we  do  not  think  it  just  to 
throw  on  the  shoulders  of  the  present  generation  the  burden  of  all  these  works,  to- 
wards which  the  future  generations  should  also  contribute. 

We  do  not  mean  here  to  examine  one  by  one  all  the  proposed  works,  but  we 
may  state  that  we  consider  only  three  of  them  to  be  of  urgent  necessity,  namely; 
1st,  the  Drainage  Works;  2nd,  the  Waterworks;  and  3rd,  the  construction  of  an 
additional  wing  to  the  Leper  Asylum  for  the  accommodation  of  female  lepers.  To 
these  we  may  add  a  sum  of  money  which  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  point  out,  but 
which,  certamly,  cannot  exceed  £10,000,  for  effecting  some  alterations  in  the  Central 
Hospital  at  Floriana,  to  render  it  more  hygenic.  Biit  we  cannot  hold  as  necessary 
the  expenditure  of,  perhaps,  £95,000  for  a  new  hospital,  because,  in  estimating  the 
work,  the  Government  have  only  taken  in  consideration  the  expense  required  for  the 
construction,  amounting  to  £60,000,  but  have  not  told  us  what  is  the  value  of  the 
ground  upon  which  the  hospital  is  to  be  erected,  extending  over  an  area  of  2,800,000 
square  feet,  which,  if  worth  only  3d.  per  foot,  would  cost  £35,000. 

Well,  the  Waterworks  are  being  carried  on  since  several  years,  the  necessary 
amoxmt  being  charged  every  year  to  the  general  revenue;  in  this  way  these  wor^ 
may  continue  to  be  carried  out  without  the  necessity  of  new  taxation.  The  future 
riepresentatives  of  the  people  should  be  on  their  guard  not  to  sanction  votes  in  the 
Council  intended  for  works  of  less  urgent  nature  than  that  of  tfie  Waterworks,  aiid 
in  this  way  these  works  will  continue  to  be  proceeded  with  in  the  usual,  if  not  with 
greater,  alacrity. 

The  same  may  be  said  in  regard  to  the  asylum  for  female  lepers,  estimated  to 
cost  £8,000,  which  can  be  erected  without  new  taxes,  as  it  was  the  case  with  the 
asylum  for  male  lepers.  The  resources  of  the  Government  have  increased ;  why,  then, 
should  the  very  same  works  that  used  to  be  carried  out  without  any  extra  burden  on 
the  population  be  now  done  with  new  taxes? 

The  new  Drainage  Works  cost  £172,711,  but  these  cannot,  and  should  not,  be 
commenced  until  after  the  termination  of  those  for  Sliema,  Hamrun,  &c.,  now  in 
course  of  construction,  and  for  which  the  Maltese  community  has  been  burdened 
witli  two  heavy  taxes,  the  stamp  duty  and  the  increase  of  the  duty  on^irits.  These 
works,  which  are  stiD  in  course  of  execution,  had  to  be  terminated  in  ten  or  seven 
years  (sometime  it  was  said  ten  and  sometime  seven  years).  Let  us  take  it  for 
granted  that  they  will  be  finished  in  seven  years,  which  is  the  shorter  period.  Of 
Aese  seven  years  only  eighteen  months  have  elapsed,  there  remain,  therefore,  five 
years  and  a  half  more. 
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And  why  do  they  want  to  reap  the  fruit  of  new  taxes  so  many  years  before  the 
works  can  be  commenced? 

They  want,  it  appears,  to  have  the  Treasury  choke  full  with  money;  they  want 
that  the  next  Legislature,  during  which  the  works  cannot  and  must  not  be  taken  in 
handy  should  vote  the  money  unconstitutionally,  becajise  it  would  be  lor  a  work 
which  cannot  certainly  be  commenced  before  the  termination  of  such  Legislatiure; 
there  must,  therefore,  be  some  object  in  view,  which  is  not  easy  to  fathom,  but  which 
may  be  that  of  availing  themselves  of  the  funds  for  any  other  object  than  that  of  the 
dramage. 

But  there  is  a  stronger  reason  still. 

Let  us  suppose  that  the  Government  were  to  work  the  miracle  of  terminating 
soon  the  works  of  that  portion  of  the  drainage  for  which  the  population  was  burdened 
with  two  taxes,  the  stamp  duty  and  the  increase  in  the  duty  on  spirits;  there  will 
be  these  two  taxes  for  the  new  Drainage  Works,  without  the  necessity  of  further 
impoverishing  this  poor  population.  Have  not  these  taxes  been  created  with  a  view 
of  carrying  out  the  Drainage  Works?  We  ^all  recollect  that  this  was  alleged  by  the 
Government  to  be  the  object  when  they  had  recourse  to  the  most  odious  measure  of 
creating  taxes  by  an  Order  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  and,  therefore,  even  admitting 
that  taxes  were  and  are  necessary  for  the  drainage,  the  two  taxes  sanctioned  by  an 
Order  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  are  the  very  taxes  which  have  been  destined  for 
the  same,  and  there  is  no  need  whatever  for  increasing  them. 

I  may  be  asked  why  do  I  say  that  the  new  Drainage  Works  cannot  and  should 
not  be  commenced  before  the  termination  of  those  in  course  of  execution ;  my  answer 
is  that  such  works  cannot  be  taken  in  hand  because  there  are  no  workmen  to  carry 
them  out.  We  all  know  that,  besides  the  ordinary  works  needed  by  the  Government 
every  year,  there  are  the  great  works  of  dock  yard,  and  of  the  fortifications,  and  there 
are  also  private  works,  and  for  all  these  works  the  Kands  that  remain  unoccupied 
are  very  few,  so  much  so  that  when  the  Government  wish  to  undertake  some  extra- 
ordinary work,  they  cannot  carry  it  out  but  very  slowly,  because  they  do  not  find 
sufficient  worlonen  to  do  the  work.  And  this  is  so  true  that  the  very  works  of  that 
portion  of  the  drainage  now  in  course  of  execution  were  consideredx)f  so  much  urgency 
that  the  Government  would  have  desired  to  carry  them  out  in  the  shortest  possible 
time,  but,  on  account  of  the  limited  number  of  hands  at  disposal,  had  to  go  on  with 
the  work  more  slowly  than  they  would  have  wished.  Therefore,  if  the  Government 
could  not  carry  out  the  Drainage  Works  in  course  of  execution  with  more  despatch, 
how  can  they  take  in  hand  the  new  work  before  the  present  work  is  terminated* 

It  is,  however,  clear  to  everyone  that  has  eyes  to  see,  that  in  proposing  so  many 
new  works  to  be  executed  in  ten  years,  the  Government  knew  very  well  that  they  were 
proposing  an  impossibility ;  their  object  was  to  ruin  this  population  by  means  of  the 
taxes,  whatever  might  afterwards  be  the  result  of  the  projected  works.  In  any  other 
country  the  Government  tries  to  apply  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  every  tax  in  the 
extension  of  the  commerce  and  of  the  industries,  in  order  to  afford  the  population 
the  means  with  which  to  pay  the  tax  without  feeling  much  its  effects ;  but  here  the 
country  is  being  ruined  very  rapidly,  and  it  becomes  an  iniquity  even  to  speak  of 
taxation.  Several  of  my  colleagues  and  myself,  during  the  time  that  has  elapsed 
since  the  last  sitting  of  the  Council  up  to  the  present,  have  endeavoured  to  obtain 
information,  as  much  as  possible,  about  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  we  have 
been  convinced  that  poverty  increases  frightfully,  and  everjrwhere  cries  have  been 
raised  against  the  imposition  of  taxes,  because  everybody  feels  even  too  much  the 
difficulty  of  subsistence. 

It  IS  being  insinuated,  in  a  very  artful  way,  by  the  Government,  that  if  the  future 
representatives  of  the  people  do  not  yield  a  little  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Government 
by  sanctioning  some  small  tax,  the  Government  will,  by  an  Order  of  Her  Majesty  in 
Council,  sanction  all  the  proposed  taxes  and  others  too.  There  is,  therefore,  a  limited 
class  of  timid  persons  who  would  like  that  the  Council  should  yield  in  some  way 
to  the  Government  in  the  hope  of  averting  a  heavier  taxation. 

I  certainly  do  not  know  of  what  excesses  the  Government  is  capable ;  but  I  vnsh 
that  my  countrymen  would  keep  before  their  eyes  the  history  of  the  past,  in  order 
that  they  may  persuade  themselves  that  their  apprehensions  may  indeed  be  well 
founded,  but  their  hopes  to  avert  much  by  yielding  a  little  will  never  be  realised. 
When  the  Government  can  draw  the  chestnuts  out  of  the  fire  with  a  cat's  paw,  they 
do  not  employ  their  own  hands,  although,  perhaps,  by  using  the  cat's  paw  they  vrill 
have  to  draw  them  one  at  a  time ;  but  simpleton  is  he  who  believes  that  when  the 
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(jOYemment  have  succeeded  .to  draw  a  chestnut  with  the  cat's  paw,  they  will  be 
satisfied  with  that  one,  and  will  renounce  to  the  others.  Certainly  notl  they  will 
put  the  cat's  paw  in  the  fire  as  many  times  as  it  will  be  f oimd  necessary  to  draw  out 
all  the  chestnuts  without  any  exception  whatsoever. 

The  Grovemment  have  always  acted  in  this  way,  and,  unfortunately,  tney  have 
always  found  simple  men  to  content  them.  The  Government  ask  to-day  for  half  a 
million  pounds  in  taxes.  If  the  Members  of  the  Coimcil  give  one  hxmdred  thousand, 
the  Government  will  take  it,  and  a  few  months  after  will  ask  again  foi  the  half 
a  million;  this  time  they  will  also  find  simple  men  who  will  allow  another  sum  of 
one  hxmdred  thousand  pounds,  and  the  Government  will  take  it,  to  come  forward 
^again  shortly  after  and  ask  for  the  half  a  million.  In  this  way,  by  taking  one 
himdred  thousand  each  time,  they  will  get  all  they  want,  and  when  at  last  furthei 
supplies  are  denied  liem,  they  will,  by  an  Order  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  take  the 
half  a  million  which  they  will  have  asked  the  first  time. 

Of  this  kind  of  policy  of  the  Government  we  have  numberless  instances,  and 
during  the  last  twenty  years  we  have  had  the  fact  of  the  Language  question.  After 
"having  gone  by  de^ees  over  the  whole  ground  which  the  ingenuousness  of  our  repre- 
sentatives have  ceded  in  the  hope  of  contenting  them,  the  Government  came  out  with 
an  Order  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council  and  took  all  the  rest. 

Up  to  about  18  months  ago  the  Government  had  not  in  the  matter  of  taxation 
forced  their  authority  on  the  population ;  now,  it  is  clear,  they  intend  to  do  so,  and 
if  the  representatives  of  the  people  will  yield,  the  Government  will  strangle  the 
population  through  the  Maltese  themselves ;  bul  it  is  foolish  of  those  who  believe  that 
by  giving  them  a  little  they  will  have  satisfied  their  hunger  and  secured  something 
for  the  people.    No !  after  the  repast  they  will  be  more  hungry  than  before. 

Now  my  colleagues  and  myself  do  not  want  to  be  the  executioners  of  our  brothers, 
and  we  declare,  clearly  and  without  circumlocutions,  that  we  want  no  taxes.  We 
present  ourselves  as  candidates  to-day  with  this  proOTamme ;  if  the  population  wants 
to  allow  themselves  to  be  imposed  upon,  let  them  choose  others  instead  of  us.  We 
know  very  well  what  use  the  Government  make  of  the  people's  money,  and  until 
the  country  is  not  governed  by  the  representatives  of  the  taxpayers,  by  persons  re- 
sponsible to  the  people,  by  persons  worthy  of  the  people's  confidence,  we  cannot 
promise  to  sanction  any  taxes,  not  even  in  the  slightest  amount.  Let  the  Govern- 
ment change  their  nefarious  policy  towards  the  Maltese,  to  whom  it  is  expressly  said 
that  the  Government  must  have  a  greater  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  few  resident 
Englishmen  than  to  those  of  the  natives,  as  we  learn  from  the  last  barefaced  despatch 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and  it  will  then  be  seen  that  without  the 
necessity  of  further  taxes  the  country  can  resume  its  florid  condition. 

Electors, 

You  will  shortly  be  called  upon  to  give  your  verdict  by  the*  election  of  your  repre- 
-sentatives.    On  your  vote  many  interests  of  your  country  depend. 

Your  compatriot, 

Aw.  FORTUNATO  MiZZI. 

Valletta,  3rd  October,  1900. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  17. 

Translation— From  the  "  Risorgimento,"  11th  October,  1900. 

To  the  Electors  of  the  Eighth  District. 

Electors, 

Having  been  repeatedly  asked  by  several  respectable  and  influential  electors 
of  your  district  to  present  myself  as  candidate  iu  the  current  General  Election,  and 
Tiaving  been  continually  invited  and  challenged  by  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta  '*  to  contest 
.any  seat  in  the  Council,  being  one  among  the  many  whose  opinion  differ  from  that 
held  by  that  paper,  I  could  not  decline  the  offer.  I  therefore  accede  to  the  gentle 
xequest,  and  accept  the  invitation  and  the  challenge. 
My  programme,  explicit  and  clear,  is  the  following  1 
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Taxes. 

1  have  been,  and  am  still,  contrary  to  taxation,  but  the  several  speeches  of  the 
late  Elected  Members,  together  with  that  of  the  Crown  Advocate,  delivered  in  the 
Council  of  Government,  and  above  all  some  very  judicious  artides  published  in  the 
"  Gazzetta  di  Malta,''  after  an  invitation  of  Dr.  Mizzi,  which  are  favourable  to  the 
imposition  of  some  taxes,  have  convinced  and  persuaded  me  of  the  necessity  of  allow- 
ing the  Government  to  raise  some  specified  taxes,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  meet 
the  expenditure  required  for  carrying  out  such  works  as  are  of  immediate  necessity; 
«ucli  as  the  Drainage  Works,  Water  Supply,  and  some  other  work. 

It  being  a  question  of  two  principal  works,  ihaX  affect  the  existence  and  the 
health  of  the  population,  nobody,  unless  wishing  to  deceive  the  electors,  can  certainly 
promise  not  to  vote  for  such  taxes  as  are  considered  necessary  for  these  two  works. 

And  as  it  has  been  very  well  remarked  in  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta,"  in  case  the 
Elected  Members  do  not  vote  some  at  least  of  the  taxes,  the  consequence  will  be  that 
of  seeing  another  Order  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council  sanctioning  not  some  but  all  the 
taxes  proposed  by  the  Government;  and,  therefore,  we  have  only  to  choose  to-day 
the  least  of  the  two  evils. 

Electors, 

If  you  do  me  the  honour  to  elect  me  as  your  representative  in  Council,  I  franldy 
and  honestly  declare  that  I  will  vote  only  some  of  the  taxes  nroposed  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  works  already  mentioned ;  those  taxes  that  will  not  weign  in  the  least 
upon  the  poor,  but  which  affect  only  articles  of  mere  luxury,  of  which  tne  poor  do  not 
make  any  use  whatever.  In  voting  for  these  and  similar  taxes,  I  promise  to  give  my 
vote  on  the  condition  that,  as  soon  as  the  Drainage  and  Waterworks  are  terminatea^ 
the  taxes  raised  for  the  same  are  to  cease  immediately.  This  shall  be  for  me  a  con- 
dition sine  qud  non,  which  I  promise  firmly  to  maintain. 

Language. 

As  the  opinion  of  the  candidates  has  also  been  asked  with  regard  to  the  Language 
question,  I  will  candiHly  and  honestly  express  my  opinion,  which  is,  that  I  am  favour- 
able to  the  study  and  the  diffusion  of  the  English  language  in  this  country,  for  the 
simple  reason  that  it  is  more  in  the  interest  of  the  Maltese,  who  are  subjects  of  the 
British  Empire,  to  know  more  this  than  any  other  language,  for  it  is  through  the 
English  language  that  they  may  earn  their  bread  here  and  in  the  immense  British 
possessions.  Supporter  of  the  spread  of  the  English  language  does  not,  however, 
mean  that  I  am  contrary  to  the  study  of  the  Italian  language.  On  the  contrary;  if 
I  shall  have  the  honour  to  represent  you  in  the  Council  of  Government  I  promise  liiat 
I  will  always  insist  that  the  Italian  language  is  to  continue,  as  nowadays,  to  be 
taught  in  the  Government  schools,  and  to  be  obligatory  in  the  examination  for  em- 
ployment'in  the  Civil  Service. 

The  Wants  of  the  District. 

Experience  has  shown  you  enough  that,  with  some  exception,  those  who  have 
hitherto  represented  you  in  the  Council  have  little  or  nothing  cared  of,  or  given 
the  least  thought  to,  the  wants  of  your  largely  .populated  and  important  district.  I 
am  sure  you  have  rarely  had  occasion  to  see  the  face  of  your  representative  in  your 
district,  to  communicate  to  him  your  grievances  and  the  wants  of  your  district.  In 
case  I  shall  be  elected,  you  will  see  me  often  in  your  district.  If  elected,  my  first  care 
will  be  that  of  using  my  endeavours  to  obtain  the  extension  of  the  railway  line,  so- 
much  desired  by  you,  to  Casal  Zebbug,  through  Casal  Curmi,  on  the  northern  side- 
of  Vittoria;  to  remove  the  trees  from  the  square  opposite  to  the  parish  church  and 
substituting  other  smaller  ones,  and  placing  seats  between  every  couple  of  them,  so 
as  to  render  the  place  a  pleasant  resort.  The  opening  of  several  streets  is  also  a 
long-felt  necessity  in  that  village,  such  as  that  leading  from  Piazza  Ospedale  to 
Strada  Prima  Lume;  that  leading  from  Strada  Infetti  to  New  Street,  and  others 
of  equal  necessity.  The  opening  of  lanes  at  Casal  Curmi  is  also  a  much  needed 
improvement,  so  is  that  of  some  streets  and  the  erection  of  water  taps  in  some  places 
lying  at  some  distance  from  the  village.  Casals  Luca  and  Micabiba  are  also  very 
badly  in  need  of  several  accommodations  for  their  inhabitants. 
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Electors, 


My  political  enemies,  with  a  view  of  combating  my  candidature,  wiU  very  prob- 
ably tell  you  that  I  am  a  Government  partisan.  Indeed,  I  am;  but  do  you  Know 
why?  Because  I  do  not  attack,  as  they  do,  the  Government  unjustly;  because  I  do 
not  hate  the  English  Government;  because  I  do  not  sow  dissension  between  the 
Government  and  the  people,  by  exciting  the  latter  against  the  other ;  I  am  a  Govern- 
ment partisan  because  I  nave  not  imitated  their  example  in  attenuating  and  running 
down  the  great  and  spontaneous  demonstration  made  by  the  people  at  the  joyful  news 
of  the  important  victory  earned  by  the  valorous  British  troops  at  Ladysmith.  This 
is  the  reason  why  I  side  with  the  Government. 

Electors, 

I  am  also  sure  that  they  will  not  fail  to  dishearten  you  in  my  regard,  by  the 
insinuation  that,  being  the  only  one  that  has  presented  himself  to  contest  the  other 
candidates  of  the  opposite  party,  it  will  not  be  in  your  interest  to  uphold  my  can- 
didature. To  this  msinuation  I  reply  for  you,  that,  even  alone,  I  can  do  good  to 
you  and  to  the  whole  country ;  and  that,  if  even  I  dared  to  act  contrary  to  the  interests 
of  the  people,  I  cannot,  for  the  venr  reason  of  being  alone,  do  any  possible  harm. 
This  shows  the  groundlessness  of  the  argument  with  which,  I  am  sure,  they  will 
contest  my  election. 

Electors, 

If  what  I  have  declared  in  my  programme  will  prove  satisfactory  to  you,  as  I 
hope  and  trust,  honour  me  with  your  vote.  If,  on  the  contrary,  you  believe  that  my 
competitor  can  and  will  take  more  interest  than  me  in  your  district,  vote  in  his  favour; 
but  m  either  case  I  will  thank  you  all  the  same. 

Your  compatriot, 

Robert  De  Cesare, 
Editor  and  Proprietor  of  the  "  Risorgimento." 
Valletta,  October  10,  1»00. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  17. 
(Translation.) 

To'  the  Electors  of  the  Eighth  District. 
Elbctors, 

In  presenting  myself  as  your  candidate  for  the  forthcoming  General  Elections, 
I  can  plead  in  my  favour  not  only  the  nationalist  programme  of  1898,  published  by 
Dr.  Mizzi  and  approved  of  by  the  Maltese  people  in  the  General  Elections  of  that 
year,  but  also  the  fact  that  I  have  faithfully  adhered  to  that  programme.  In  1898 
I  was  not  one  of  the  candidates  for  the  Council,  but  having  subsequently  accepted 
to  become  one,  I  accepted  that  programme,  to  which,  on  my  election,  I  faithfully 
adhered.  I  need  not,  therefore,  repeat  the  promises  I  made  in  that  programme,  as 
they  are  known  to  you.    I  shall  limit  my  remarks  to  the  question  of  taxation. 

Electors, 

I  was  in  the  Council  tiQ  last  June,  and  there  I  have  had  occasion  more  closely 
to  get  an  insight  of  the  organization  of  the  administration  of  Malta,  and  to  convince 
myself  the  more  of  the  truth  of  what  I  insisted  upon  for  many  years  in  the  press^  that 
there  is  a  shameful  waste  of  money,  and  that  with  a  good  a<nninistration  our  small 
Islands  could  not  only  be  enriched  by  numerous  public  buildings,  but  could  even 
be  so  embellished  as  to  rival  other  places  in  the  Mediterranean,  which  attract  over 
tourists  in  large  numbers.  But  the  Government  does  not  care  a  jot  of  all  this,  because 
it  holds  sway  over  the  country  more  easily  when  this  is  impoverished.  It  therefore 
seems  to  me  that  a  representative  of  the  people  should  be  very  careful  not  to  burthen 
the  people  with  taxes  in  order  to  give  more  money  to  the  Government  to  be  wasted. 
For  this  reason  my  colleagues  in  this  election  (who  have  already  been  elected),  and 
I,  before  presenting  ourselves  for  the  electoral  suffrage,  have  minutely  studied  the 
taxes  proposed  by  the  Grovemment,  and  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  ib 
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not  at  all  necessary  to  further  burthen  with  taxation  this  impoverished  people-  In 
fapt,  experience  has  taught  us  that,  since  many  years,  many  costly  works  have  been 
carried  out  in  Malta  from  available  balances  of  revenue;  we  have  considered  tliat 
the  annual  revenue  is  always  on  the  increase,  and  that  consequently  other  works  can 
always  be  carried  without  resorting  to  taxes;  we  have  observed  that  the  taxes  im- 
posed by  the  Government  in  June,  1899,  are  more  than  sufficient  for  the  Waterworks 
and  the  Drainage  Works,  and,  when  these  works  are  completed,  for  many  other  worka 
also.  We  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  an  iniquity  if  further 
taxation  were  raised  from  the- people. 

My  opponent,  Mr.  Roberto  De  Cesare,  promises  to  increase  the  taxes  you  are 
paying,  but  tells  vou  that  the  taxes  he  will  sanction  will  not  be  raised  from  the  poor 
classes.  But  is  tnere  any  tax  that  does  not  fall  on  the  poor?  Ultimately,  every tning 
will  tell  on  the  poor.  You  tax  the  rich  man  for  the  carriage  he  owns ;  he  does  away 
witn  the  carriage  and  dispenses  with  the  services  of  the  coachman.  You  tax  the  rich 
man's  property,  and  he  raises  the  rent,  and  so  on. 

Mr.  De  Cesare  says  that  if  he  is  elected  he  will  show  you  his  face  very  often,  but, 
Electors,  you  had  thirteen  faces  to  see  when  I  was  in  Council,  because  we,  the^ 
thirteen  representatives  of  the  people,  all  of  us  used  to  hear  the  complaints  of  all,, 
and  in  our  frequent  meetings  we  used  to  deal  with  all  the  proposals  submitted  to  us,, 
and  united  we  all  worked  together  to  carry  out  what  we  thought  could  be  advan- 
tageously done.  I  therefore  did  not  fail  in  my  duties  towards  you,  and  Dr.  Mizzi 
ean  testify  as  to  whether  this  was  not  the  way  in  which  we  dealt  with  both  the  general 
interests  of  the  Island  and  of  the  particular  interests  of  the  districts. 

Electors, 

I  am  confident  that  you  have  no  reason  to  disapprove  of  the  political  conduct 
which,^  along:  with  my  colleagues,  I  have  followed  during  the  tenure  of  my  seat  in  the 
Council,  and  I  therefore  hope  that  I  shall  be  again  honoured  with  your  vote. 

Eduabdo  Semini. 
October  15,  1900. 


No.  18. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  October  30,  1900.) 

Sra,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  October  25,  1900. 

WriH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  this  day,*  I  have  the  honour  to  bring  to  your 
liiotice  an  article  on  the  pohtical  situation,  which  appeared  in  the  "  Risorgimento  "  of 
the  4th  October,  together  with  a  translation  thereof. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  18. 
Translation — ^From  the  "  Risorgimento/'  4th  October,  1900. 

The  Election. 

From  the  Government  Notice  we  publish  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  election  is. 
closing  to  its  end.  The  seven  working  days  allowed  for  the  nomination  of  the  candi- 
diates  commenced  to  run  from  yesterday.  In  a  few  days  the. result  of  the  General 
Election  will  be  known. 

The  general  apathy  of  the  coxmtry,  particularly  in  regard  to  election  of  the 
Members  of  the  Council  of  Government,  is  very  discouraging,  and  it  is  a  source  of 
great  prejudice  to  the  real  interests  of  the  population.  And  this  apathy,  with  good 
reason,  induces  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to  declare,  in  the  name  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  that  the  Maltese  care  but  little  of  the  affairs  of  their  own 

•No.  17. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


87 

country,  because  no  one  comes  forward  as  a  candidate  but  the  usual  political  agitators 
and  those  who  want  to  avail  themselves  of  the  Council  for  giving  vent  to  their  hatred 
of  the  English  Government,  wasting  at  the  same  time  the  precious  time  of  the  Council 
in  long  speeches  on  questions  that  have  already  been  definitely  settled,  and  in  a 
language  so  trivial  and  indecorous  as  to  have  brought  the  Council  to  the  level  of  a 
shop,  if  not  something  worse. 

It  is,  indeed,  to  be  regretted  that  persons  of  social  position  and  of  independent 
means  do  not  come  forward  to  contest  the  electioivof  persons  whose  aim  is  not  that 
of  doing  good  to  their  country,  but  get  themselves  elected  with  impossible  programmes 
by  imposmg  on  the  good  faith  of  uie  people,  with  the  view  of  being  one  day  able  to 
wreak  their  vengeance  on  the  Government,  by  causing  obstruction  in  the  Council  and 
offering  a  systematic  opposition  to  whatever  measure,  whether  good  or  bad,  is  proposed 
by  the  Government.  Yes,  it  is  deplorable,  we  repeat,  that  these  persons  of  social 
position  and  of  independent  means  should  keep  aloof  and  let  the  field  entirely  open 
to  the  others  we  have  mentioned  above,  thus  allowing  them  to  continue  ruining  and 
discrediting  the  country  by  their  odious  and  constant  warfare  against  the  Govern- 
ment, and  this  for  no  other  reason  but  that  simple  one  of  the  Government  having 
been  unwilling  to  yield  to  their  wishes  in  respect  to  the  language  question. 

It  is  a  shameful  apathy  that  sooner  or  later  will  cost  dear  to  this  unfortunate 
community,  which  has  always  been  betrayed  by  those  who  want  to  speculate  at  its 
expense,  and  of  which,  too  good  indeed,  they  make  a  tool  for  combating  the  Govern- 
ment in  order  that  they  may  the  better  succeed  in  their  dark  ends,  not  last  of  which 
being  that  the  Government,  losing  their  patience,  will  cede — ^which,  however,  we  can 
harcuy  believe — these  Islands  to  Italy !  !  Then,  indeed,  will  the  Maltese  find  them- 
selves in  a  plight ;  then,  indeed,  will  the  vile  foreign  gold  be  longed  for,  but  uselessly, 
because  it  will  have  gone  to  fill  the  coffers  of  other  people ;  then,  forsooth',  will  those 
who  now  give  credence  to  deceitful  words  of  the  real  enemies  of  the  Maltese,  open 
their  eyes  and  repent  to  have  allowed  themselves  to  be  duped  by  their  cruel  brothers ; 
but  their  repentance  will  be  too  late,  because  the  catastrophe  will  have  taken  place. 

The  candidates  who,  up  to  the  present,  have  presented  themselves  for  the  vote- 
of  the  electors  in  the  current  election  are  the  same  persons  who  for  two  consecutive 
Legislatures  have  caused  the  loss  of  the  precious  time  of  the  Council  in  useless  dis- 
cussions and  in  systematic  opposition;  they  are  the  very  same  individuals  through 
whose  fault — ^because  they  have  absolutely  refused  to  discuss  the  proposals  of  the 
Crown  Advocate,  as  any  other  man  of  a  practical  and  sound  mind  would  have  done — 
the  increase  in  the  duty  on  spirits  and  the  stamp  duty,  which  the  Crown  Advocate 
was  disposed  to  withdraw,  have  been  imposed  on  the  people  by  an  Order  in  Council. 
Yes,  they  are  the  same  persons  who  at  tne  last  sitting  of  the  Council  of  Government 
had  admitted  the  necessity  of  some  taxes  because  they  were  convinced  that  the  works 
contemplated  by  the  Government  required  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment must,  indeed,  be  helped  in  the  matter. 

And  yet,  to-day,  the  same  individuals  have  the  courage  to  present  themselves  to 
the  electorate  with  a  programme  contrary  altogether  to  any  sort  of  taxes !  These  very 
persons  who  up  to  yesterday  were  intimately  convinced  of  the  necessity  to  allow  the 
Government  to  raise  some  taxes,  the  least  objectionable,  have,  on  account  of  their 
conviction,  found  themselves  in  discord  with  their  colleagues  in  the  preparation  of  the 
programme  to  be  presented  to  the  electors,  and  were  on  the  point  of  drawing  up  a 
separate  one  for  themselves! 

What  is  the  reason  of  this  sudden  and  shameful  change  of  theirs?  Are  we  to 
attribute  it  to  certain  menacing  articles  of  a  newspaper  that  has  threatened  to  lead 
them  a  dance? 

No,  no.  The  reason  of  this  change  is  to  be  looked  for  simply  in  the  want  of 
courage  and  in  the  absence  of  firmness  of  character,  on  account  of  which  one's  con- 
victions are  set  aside  to  follow  the  majority,  precisely  as  sheep  are  wont  to  do,  and,, 
indeed,  we  have  had  occasion  to  observe  in  the  past  sittings  of  the  Council,  when  cer- 
tain members,  although  favourable  to  a  given  subject,  on  a  division  have  voted  contrary 
to  their  conviction  when  they  saw  that  the  majority  of  the  elected  members  had  risen 
to  vote  against  the  measure  before  them!  1  And  such  persons,  who  are  not  able  to 
say  a  word  in  justification  of  their  votes,  have  the  hardihood  to  present  themselves 
again  to  the  suffrage  of  the  electorate,  because,  aware  of  the  general  apathy  reigning 
in  the  country,  they  know  very  well  that  their  candidature  win  not  be  contested. 

But  we  trust  that,  till  the  last  day  of  nomination,  that  falls  due  on  Wednesday 
next,  the  10th  instant,  at  5  p.m.,  there  will  be  some  able  and  serious  candidates  who, 
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fearless  of  any  threats,  will  contest,  if  not  all,  some,  at  least,  of  the  seats,  and  when 
elected  will  denounce  in  the  Council  the  impostors  and  the  d^honest,  who,  ever  since 
they  have  succeeded  to  secure  uncontested  the  velvet  seats,  have  never  given  a  sii^le 
thought  to  the  wants — ^and  they  are  many — of  their  respective  districts,  but,  instead, 
have  occupied  the  time  of  the  Council  in  a  constant,  and,  at  times,  unjust  war  against 
the  Government,  thus  earning  for  us  the  famous  Orders  in  Council. 

And  these  gentlemen  have,  to-day,  the  courage  to  represent  themselves  as  can- 
didates after  their  ruinous  policy^  which  is  condemned  on  all  hands,  sure  of  their 
success,  because  they  rely  on  the  apathy  of  the  country,  and  on  their  mendacious 
programme  against  the  taxes. 

This  programme  is  by  no  means  the  expression  of  their  inward  convictions  as  far 
as  taxation  is  concerned;  and  it  is  on  accoxmt  of  this  circumstance  that  we  warn  the 
electors  not  to  give  credence  to  such  a  programme,  because,  whoever  says  that  he  does 
not  want  to  hear  of  taxes,  even  of  sucn  as  do  not  weigh  in  the  least  on  the  poor,  has 
only  one  object  in  view,  that  of  deceiving  the  electors. 

What  we  say  here  will  no  doubt  be  verified  at  the  opening  of  the  new  Le^lature, 
when  the  unjust  opposition  of  the  elected  members  will  present  this  population  with 
another  Order  of  Her  Majesty  in  Council,  more  famous  still  than  the  preceding  ones, 
which  will  impose  not  some  but  all  the  taxes  contemplated  in  the  Orcmance  proposed 
by  the  Crown  Advocate. 

Those  who  shall  live  will  see. 


No.  19. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL. 

Sm,  Downing  Street,  November  1,  1900. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Lord  Congleton's  despatch 
of  the  31st  of  August,*  transmitting  a  further  communication,  signed  by  Di  F.  Mizzi 
and  Mr.  S.  C.  Zammit,  on  behalf  of  the  Elected  Members  of  the  late  Council  of 
Government,  relative  to  my  despatch  of  the  19th  of  June.t 

2.  I  request  that  you  will  cause  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Mr.  Zammit  to  be  informed  that 
I  have  received  their  commimication,  but  that  I  see  no  reason  to  alter  the  viewa. 
expressed  in  my  despatch  referred  to  above. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  CHAMBERLAIN. 


No.  20. 

Governor  Sra  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  November  12,  1900.) 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  November  6,  1900. 

WrrH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  25th  October,^  I  have  the  honour  to 
report  that  the  Council  of  Government  was  reopened  for  a  new  Session  on  the 
31st  ultimo,  and  to  enclose  copies  of  the  Address  I  delivered  to  the  Council  on  that 
occasion. 

2.  I  beg  also  to  enclose  copies  of  the  Financial  Statement  made  by  the  Chief 
Secretary  in  connection  with  the  Colonial  Estimates  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure, 
presented  to  the  Council  on  the  same  day. 

I  have,  &c.. 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 
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•  Enclosure  in  No.  20. 

Sitting  No.  1. 
Wednesday,  October  31,  1900, 

The  Governor,  President.  ^ 

His  Honour  Sir  Giuseppe  Carbone,  K.C.M.G.,  LL.D.,  Vice-President, 

Members  present: 
Chief  Secretary. 
Crown  Advocate. 
Collector  of  Customs. 
Comptroller  of  Charitable  Institutions. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Works. 
Director  of  Education. 
Mr.  A.  M.  Micallef. 
Mr.  B.  Bonnici,  LL.D. 
Mr.  P.  Sammut. 
Mr.  A.  Pullicino,  M.D, 
Marquis  San  Vincenzo  Ferreri. 
Mr.  F.  Azzopardi,  L.P, 
Mr.  F.  Cardona,  LL.D. 
Mr.  C.  Darmanin. 
Mr.  P.  Bartoli,  Not. 
Mr.  F.  Wettinger,  L.S. 
Mr.  E.  Semini. 
Mr.  S.  Cachia  Zammit. 
Mr.  F.  Mizzi,  LL.D. 

The  Chief  Secretary  to  Government,  the  Crown  Advocate,  the  Collector  of  Cus^ 
toms,  the  Comptroller  of  Charitable  Institutions,  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Works^ 
the  Director  of  Education,  Mr.  A.  M.  Micallef,  Dr.  B.  Bonnici,  Mr.  P.  Sammut, 
Dr.  A.  Pullicino,  Marquis  San  Vincenzo  Ferreri,  Mr.  F.  Azzopardi,  Dr.  F.  Cardona, 
Mr.  C.  Darmanin,  Mr.  P.  Bartoli,  Mr.  F.  Wettinger,  Mr.  E.  Semini,  Mr.  S.  Cachia 
Zammit,  and  Dr.  F.  Mizzi,  were  sworn  in  and  took  their  seats. 

Address  by  President. 

The  President :  I  am  glad  to  again  meet  the  Members  of  the  Council  after  the 
recess,  and  to  lay  before  the  Council  the  Estimates  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure  for 
1901.  I  hope  that  the  important  measures  brought  forward  for  your  consideration  will 
be  seriously  discussed  on  their  own  merits,  and  I  rely  for  assistance  on  the  majority, 
who,  I  trust,  will  not  deprive  me  of  their  valuable  advice  and  of  opportunities  to  weigh 
local  opinion,  which  can  only  be  attained  by  enlightened  discussion. 

The  following  ordinances  will  be  introduced  during  this  session: — 

"  To  improve  the  public  revenue  of  Malta  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  provisions  for  certain  extraordinary  works  urgently  required  and  for 
the  improvement  of  the  sanitanr  and  general  conditions  of  these  Islands.'* 

"  To  consolidate  and  amend  the  laws  concerning  buildings.'* 

*"  To  make  some  provisions  concerniag  drainage  works." 

"  To  consolidate  and  amend  the  laws  concemmg  the  sale  of  foods  and  drinks." 

"  To  consolidate  and  amend  the  laws  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases 
in  man  and  beasts.*' 

"  To  amend  and  consolidate  the  laws  respecting  the  prevention  of  diseases  to 
crops.'' 

'*  To  amend  and  consolidate  the  laws  concerning  burials." 

"  To  make  some  provisions  relating  to  the  registration  of  fideicommissa  and  of 
burdens  on  immovable  property." 

"  To  amend  some  provisions  of  the  laws  of  Organization  and  Civil  Procedure," 
and 

"To  amend  and  consolidate  the  laws  relating  to  commerce  in  general  and  to 
Maritime  Trade." 

The  Drainage  Extension  to  Sliema,  Lower  Valletta,  and  other  Districts  has  now 
met  with  universal  approval,  although  for  a  time  this  was  withheld;  much  progress  has 
been  made  with  the  main  branches  and  with  the  erection  of  the  Pumpmg  Station ; 
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but  the  Drainage  Loan  has  not  yet  been  raised  on  account  of  the  present  state  of  the 
European  money  market. 

1  have  had  the  opportxmity,  during  the  present  year,  of  visiting  the  greater  number 
of  the  Schools  in  Malta  and  Gozo,  and  I  nave  found  many  of  them  to  be  in  a  most 
insanitary  condition,  overcrowded,  and  inadequate  to  accommodate  the  large  number 
of  children  awaiting  admission.  I  would  call  particular  attention  to  the  School  at 
Hamrun,  in  which  district  714  children  are  awaiting  admission.  The  duty  of  pro* 
viding  healthy  Schools,  with  adequate  light  and  ventSation,  is  imperative,  and  can  no 
longer  be  neglected. 

The  payment  of  a  fair  wage  to  the  teaching  staff  of  the  Elementary  Schools  calls 
for  immediate  attention.  Their  pay,  which  is  wholly  inadequate,  should  be  raised 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  improved  standard  of  education. 

The  Hospital  accommodation  has  for  years  been  admitted  to  be  notoriously  insuflfi- 
cient,  and  the  medical  profession  has  unflinchingly  supported  the  Government  In 
urging  the  construction  of  a  new  Central  Hospital. 

The  immediate  necessity  for  building  the  Leper  Hospital  for  women  will,  I  trusty 
be  recognized  by  the  Council  and  met  by  the  early  provision  of  funds. 

The  great  prosperity  enjoyed  by  the  country  m  general,  and  by  the  working 
classes  in  particular,  has  brought  about  an  expansion  of  towns  and  villages,  the  con- 
struction of  miles  of  new  houses,  and  heavy  additions  to  the  road  traffic,  which  call 
for  largely  increased  expenditure  on  the  reconstruction  and  repair  of  roads  and  streets, 
and  on  the  adequate  lighting  and  cleansing  thereof. 

The  encouragement  of  trade  calls  for  the  improvement  of  the  Harbours  of  Malta 
and  the  construction  of  a  Harbour  for  Gozo,  either  at  Migiarro  or  at  Marsalfomo,  and 
the  subsidizing  of  a  larger  and  faster  class  of  steamship  for  the  Gozo  trade ;  but  with- 
out increased  revenue  these  and  other  services  will  be  unattainable. 

The  financial  proposals  of  the  Government  submitted  to  the  Council  in  the  last 
Session  will  be  reintroduced  forthwith,  with  some  modifications,  and  the  new  Council 
will  be  asked  to  vote  without  delay  the  balances  required  for  Education,  and  some 
provisions  rejected  by  the  former  Council,  but  indispensably  required  for  the  Public 
Service. 

I  trust  that  your  minds  may  be  opened  to  the  responsibility  of  your  action,  or 
want  of  action,  on  these  important  questions,  but  it  is  my  duty  to  remind  you  that  the 
time  has  come  when  these  questions  can  be  no  longer  neglected — ^we  must  keep  apace 
with  the  times.  The  health  and  well-being  of  the  Maltese  people,  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  Island,  the  water  supply,  the  lighting,  the  repair  and  construction  of 
.roads  (now  fast  deteriorating  for  lack  of  funds),  the  general  improvement  of  the  towns 
and  villages  must  all  be  attended  to,  and  sufficient  revenue  must  be  provided  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  Island. 

The  population  is  increasing  with  alarming  rapidity.  The  great  amount  of  new 
works  undertaken  by  the  Impenal  and  the  Local  Government  provides  the  working 
classes  with  good  food  and  with  unrivalled  opportunities  of  saving  from  adequate 
wages.  But  this  prosperity  cannot  be  turned  to  permanent  advantage  without  com- 
bined effort  and  combined  expenditure  to  ensure  future  returns  in  improved  sanitation 
sand  increased  trade. 

I,  therefore,  appeal  to  the  numerical  majority  in  the  Council  to  use  their  powers 
with  moderation  and  with  due  consideration  of  Imperial  and  Maltese  necessities.  The 
civilization  of  the  twentieth  century  cannot  be  kept  back  from  Malta,  nor  can  the 
higher  standard  of  comfort  be  enjoyed  from  the  public  income  raised  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  middle  ages. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  alluding  to  the  past,  and  to  the  loyal  attitude  of  the 
Maltese  people  during  the  late  war.  The  sympathy  shown  in  times  of  national 
difficulty,  and  the  enthusiasm  displayed  in  the  hour  of  success,  coupled  with  the 
generous  assistance  given  to  funds  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  demonstrate 
the  fact,  that  tJie  war,  with  all  its  sorrows  and  all  its  losses,  has  drawn  still  closer  all 
the  members  of  the  British  Empire,  and  that  an  Imperial  era  has  been  inaugurated,  in 
which  this  small,  but  important  Island,  has  its  place. 

I  trust  that  this  feelmg  has  found  an  echo  in  the  hearts  of  the  Members  of  this 
Council,  and  I  hope  that,  casting  aside  all  petty  local  jealousies  and  unjust  criticism^ 
they  will,  by  wise  and  careful  legislation,  assist  the  Government  in  placing  the  Island 
of  Malta  in  that  position,  in  a  **  United  Empire,"  which  her  ancient  traditions,  her 
important  geographical  position,  and  the  industry  of  her  people  fully  entitle  her  to 
claim. 
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(The  Vice  President  in  the  Chair.) 
Papers  laid  on  Council  Table  and  Financial  Statement. 
The  Chief  Secretary :  I  have  the  honour  to  lay  on  the  Council  Table  Draft  Colonial 
Estimates  for  1901 ;  Detail  of  Head  20,  Annually  Recurrent  Expenditure ;  Blue  Book 
for  1899;  Trade  Statistics  for  1899;  Shipping  Returns  for  1899;  Return  of  Invest- 
ments in  British  and  Colonial  Securities  up  to  30th  September,  1900 ;  Statement  of 
the  Assets  and  Liabilities  of  the  Government  up  to  30th  September,  1900;  Return 
showing  ^e  amount  deposited  in  the  Savings  Bank,  &c.,  during  1899 ;  Balance  Sheet 
of  the  Deposit  and  Investment  account ;  Copy  of  the  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of 
the  University,  the  Lyceum,  &c.,  for  the  year  1898-99;  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Public  Works,  drawing  attention  to  the  necessity  of  increasing  the 

fenerating  plant  at  the  Electric  Light  Station ;  Malta  Water  Works  Balance  Sheet. 
0th  September,  1900,  and  List  of  Water  Works  included  in  Capital  Account  up  to 
30th  September,  1900.  With  reference  to  the  general  estimates  for  1901 1  need  hardly 
point  out  that  they  do  not  include  many  of  me  urgent  and  important  works  and 
services  indicated  in  the  speech  from  the  Chair  addressed  to  tne  Council  by  His 
Excellency  the  President.  The  estimates  contain  the  anticipated  revenue  and  ordi- 
nary expenditure  for  next  year.  The  revenue  for  1901  is  estimated  at  £359,305, 
which  is  below  the  estimate  for  the  current  year  by  £l,7ll.  I  hope  the  time  is 
Approaching  when  Malta  will  follow  the  example  of  other  countries  by  considering 
public  requirements  on  their  own  merits  in  the  first  instance,  and  then  facing  the 
necessity  of  annually  considering  the  ways  and  means  by  which  public  requirements 
are  to  be  met.  Hitherto  the  Council  has  inverted  this  process  oy  endeavouring  to 
compress  the  public  needs  within  an  inelastic  revenue,  which  the  Council  has  so  far 
hesitated  to  reform.  This  estimate,  therefore,  is  calculated  on  the  existing  system  of 
taxation  which  has  proved  to  be  inadequate  to  meet  our  recent  rapid  advance  in  civili- 
.zation  and  the  healthy  spread  of  education  in  Malta.  Under  the  circumstances,  the 
endeavour  that  has  been  made  to  restrict  the  votes  asked  for  in  the  general  estimates 
within  the  above  figure  of  anticipated  revenue  may  facilitate  discussion  in  this  Council, 
but  is  sure  to  fail  in  keeping  down  necessary  expenditure.  This  is  a  wealthy  com- 
mxmity  which  pays  no  direct  taxation-,  and  pays  less  per  head  in  taxes  than  any 
European  community,  so  far  as  can  be  gathered  from  the  returns  availaBle.  It  is 
therefore  obvious  that  lai^e  supplementary  votes  will  have  to  be  submitted  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  if  important  works  now  in  progress  are  to  be  continued,  and  other 
urgent  and  pressing  needs  are  to  be  met.  The  estimated  revenue  under  'Head  1, 
Customs,  is  £197,421,  being  the  sum  which  was  actually  received  in  1899.  During 
that  year  the  amount  of  duty  on  spirits  amoxmted  to  £9,056  above  the  duty  on  spirits 
in  the  previous  year.  This  was  due  in  a  measure  to  the  enterprise  of  importers  of 
spirits,  who,  in  anticipation  of  the  increase  in  the  duty  on  spirits,  had  imported  large 
quantities  and  paid  duty  thereon  at  the  lower  rate.  I  have  ascertained  that  the 
amount  of  spirits  in  bond  on  the  31st  July,  1899,  liable  to  the  lower  duty  was 
11,329  barrels.  The  amount  in  bond  on  the  30th  October,  1900,  was  2,032  barrels 
liable  to  pay  a  duty  of  £2,438,  at  the  rate  of  £1  4s.  per  barrel,  and  3,087  Barrels  liable 
to  pay  a  duty  of  £7,331,  at  £2  7s.  6d.  per  barrel,  which  is  the  higher  rate  of  duty  now 
payable.  There  is,  therefore,  reason  to  believe  that  the  period  of  uncertainty  and 
disturbance  consequent  on  the  change  of  duty  is  practically  at  a  close,  and  that  the 
whole  of  the  anticipated  estimate  for  the  increased  duty  can  be  expected  next  year. 
It  is  curious  to  observe  that  the  retail  prices  of  spirits  in  the  shops  have  pot  increased 
as  much  as  was  expected  in  response  to  the  increase  in  the  duty.  This  might  be 
accounted  for  perhaps  by  the  addition  of  water,  or  by  the  assumption  that  dealers  are 
selling  their  old  stock  imported  at  the  old  rate  of  duty  and  giving  the  benefit  to  their 
customers.  So  far  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  efl&ciency  of  the  Marine  Police 
service  for  the  suppression  of  smuggling  is  a  sufficient  deterrent  against  the  renewal 
of  well-known  attempts  in  that  direction  which  were  prevalent  before  the  reoi^aniza- 
tion  of  that  branch  of  the  Customs  Department.  But  attemps  to  manufacture  spirits 
locally  by  means  of  illicit  stills  will  cause  increased  anxiety.  The  revenue  from  ton- 
nage dues  is  estimated  at  £6,404 ;  whereas  the  number  of  steamers  that  entered  the 
Harbour  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  30th  October,  1899,  was  1,918,  the  number 
for  the  corresponding  period  of  1900  was  2,063 ;  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the 
present  general  revival  of  the  shipping  trade  and  the  rise  in  freights  will  tend  to 
mcrease  the  number  of  steamers  calling  at  Malta.  Under  the  head  of  Stamp  Duty  it 
will  be  observed  that  the  estimate  for  1900  was  a  great  deal  too  large ;  that  of  1901  has 
been  base<}  upon  the  actual  experience  of  the  produce  of  the  tax,  and  is  set  down 
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at  only  £2,500.    Under  the  head  of  Post  Office,  a  comparison  with  the  revenue  of 
last  year  is  somewhat  difficult  on  account  of  the  new  issue  of  stamps  and  the  intro- 
duction of  the  Imperial  Penny  Postage  in  1899 ;  but  notwithstanding  the  penny  rate 
for  letters  within  the  Empire,  the  estimate  of  £14,078  for  1901  may  be  taken  as  a 
safe  one.      That  total  is  so  close  to  the  total  postal  expenditure  that  we  may  con- 
gratulate ourselves  that  our  Post  Office  is  in  effect  a  co-operative  and  self-supporting 
mstitution.    The  receipts  for  the  Railway  Department  are  set  down  at  the  moderate 
figure  of  £7,674 ;  but  m  view  of  the  high  price  of  coal  it  has  become  necessary  from 
the  1st  November  to  charge  an  additional  Id.  on  1st  class  and  |d.  on  3rd  class  tickets. 
The  extension  of  the  Railway  to  Imtarfa  has  proved  financially  successful.      The 
additional  receipts  of  the  Railway  in  regard  to  passengers  travelling  between  any  of 
the  Stations  and  Notabile  or  the  Museum  Station  show  an  increase  of  £243  5s.  .Od. — 
from  the  1st  of  June  to  the  29th  October — over  the  receipts  for  the  same  period  of 
last  year.    This  increase  repiresents  £3  12s.  lid.  per  cent,  on  the  amount  expended 
on  the  extension  to  Imtarfa,  but  without  allowing  for  additional  expenses.    There 
are  prospects  of  further  improvement;  meanwhile,  the  Council  may  be  congratulated 
on  the  fact  that  the  sum  of  £20,000  has  been  returned  to  Malta  and  recirculated  among 
the  local  inhabitants  in  cash  without  any  loss  on  the  interest  previously  obtained  from 
Consols,  and  with  obviously  greater  collateral  advantages  to  the  working  classes.    The 
revenue  from  water  supply  is  steadily  increasing,  and  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  yield 
of  water  from  the  works  sanctioned  by  this  Council  for  communicating  Wied  Isseuda 
and  Wied  il  Cbir  by  an  underground  tunnel,  about  three  miles  in  length,  much  sur- 
passes our  highest  expectations.    Nevertheless,  the  water  works  system  has  not  yet 
)een  able  to  earn,  with  its  working  expenses  (which  were  up  to  the  30th  September 
!ast  £&,447),  sufficient  provision  to  pay  for  depreciation  and  the  interest  on  the  capital 
outlay  of  £168,675.    The  capital  value  of  the  water  works  taken  over  from  the  Order 
of  St.  John  is  not,  of  course,  reckoned  in  this  calculation.    The  agricultural  depression 
is  passing  over  and  rents  from  town  property  are  steady.    Head  10,  Interest,  wiU  be 
affected  next  year  by  the  sale  of  £20,000  of  Consols,  which  has  just  been  effected  ta 
meet  advances  on  the  drainage  works,  pending  the  floating  of  the  loan  or  the  raising 
of  additional  taxation.    With  reference  to  the  expenditure  for  1901  the  Council  will 
observe  that  there  appears,  for  the  fiirst  time,  a  charge  for  interest  on  the  Drainage 
Loan  under  Ordinance  No.  1,  of  1897,  and  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  i4tH  July,  1899. 
It  is  proposed  to  raise  this  loan  by  public  tenders  during  the  course  of  the  year.    Pro- 
vision is  taken  to  the  extent  of  £1,540  10s.  Od.,  as  interest,  at  the  rate  of  2^  per  cent., 
on  the  whole  sum  of  £61,620  authorized  to  be  raised  by  Resolutions  of  the  Council 
under  the  Loan  Ordinances  of  1897.     The  whole  of  this  sum  will  not  be  required  in 
1901,  as  the  whole  loan  of  £61,620  is  not  likely  to  be  raised.    It  is,  however,  advisable 
that  the  full  provision  eventually  required  for  interest  should  appear  in  the  estimates 
and  be  made  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the  Council  of  Government.     Provision  has 
been  taken  for  interest  on  the  *'  Police  Reward  and  Relief  Fund,"  as  it  Has  been  con- 
sidered advisable  that  balances  of  this  fund  should  be  lodged  at   the   Government 
Treasury,  and  with  the  sanction  of  the  Council,  3  per  cent,  interest  has  been  allowed. 
Under  head  3  the  apparent  increase  is  accounted  for  by  the  provision  of  salaries  of 
the  Elected  Members  of  the  Executive.     This  smn  is  inserted  to  enable  the  newly- 
elected  Council  to  decide  whether  they  are  prepared  to  fulfil  their  responsibility  and 
make  use  of  the  great  influence  they  may  exercise  by  the  presence  of  three  elected 
members  in  the  Executive  Council.    The  salary  of  the  Chief  Government  Medical 
OflGicer,  formerly  somewhat  anomalously  charged  under  the  Chief  Secretary's  Depart- 
ment is  transferred  to  this  head;  but  in  future  estimates  this  salary  will  appear  as 
chargeable  under  the   First  Sanitary  Ordinance,  i.e.,  No.  XIV.,  of   1900.      Under 
head  5,  "  Eeceiver-General  and  Director  of  Contracts'  Department,*^  there  appears  a 
new  provision  to  remunerate  a  collector  responsible  for  obtaining  payment  of  a  large 
number  of  small  ground-rents  in  remote  parts  of  the  Island.    Under  head  6,  "  Customs 
and  Port  Department,"  it  may  be  noted  that  the  duties  of  Jerquer  are  being  performed 
by  the  Chief  Gkuger.      The  salary  for  this  service  was  disallowed  By  the  Council  of 
Government  last  year,  but  the  necessity  of  performing  these  duties  has,  notwithstand- 
ing, remained,  and  the  duties  have,  consequently,  had  to  be  performed  without  pay. 
£50  are  provided  for  an  additional  landing  waiter,  made  necessary  bv  the  passing  of 
Ordinance  No.  III.-,  of  1900,  £nown  as  "  The  Adulterated  Flour  Ordinance.*'      The 
Council  has  agreed  to  this  expenditure  by  passing  the  27th  Supplementary  Estimate 
for  1900;  a  further  sum  of  £80  is  provided  for  the  same  reason  and  under  similar 
conditions  for  extra   labour  and  other  expenses  required  to  carry  out  the  at)ove 
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Ordinance.    Under  head  7,  "  Audit  OflBce,"  a  provision  of  £50  appears  for  defraying 
the  salary  of  an  additional  Writer  in  that  Department,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Audit 
from  falling  into  arrear.     Under  head  8,  "  Printing  Ofl&ee/'  £80  are  inserted  to  pro- 
vide an  oil  engine  as  a  stand-by ;  the  printing  machinery  is  usually  run  by  an  electric 
motor,  which  has  given  great  satisfaction  for  the  period  during  which  it  has  been 
in  working  order ;  but  it  is  liable  to  breakdown,  and  a  more  efl&cient  stand-by  than  is 
at  present  available,  appears  advisable.     Under  head  9,  "Railway  Department,"  an 
increase  of  £25  is  submitted  in  the  salary  of  the  Manager.    The  vote  for  coal,  in  view 
of  the  increase  in  prices,  figures  at  £200  more  than  last  year.    The  sum  of  £500  is 
inserted  under  head  9a  Special  Expenditure,  to  provide  flexible  buffers  for  the  rolling 
stock ;  the  buffers  in  use  make  it  extremely  difl&cult  to  start  and  stop  trains  vnthout 
causing  shaking  and  giving  inconvenience  to  passengers,  which  makes  railway  travel- 
Img  objectionable.     Several  pairs  of  buffers  have  been  constructed  by  tEe  repairing 
staff  of  the  Railway,  but  it  now  appears  advisable  to  complete  the  whole  set,  so  tJiat 
the  change  may  be  made  simultaneously  on  all  the  rolling  stock  in  the  shortest  possible 
time ;    £630  also   appear  under  head  9b  for  the  transfer  and  enlargement  of  the 
Technical  School  at  Hamrun.      This  enlargement  will  facilitate   the  provision   of 
additional  shedding  for  the  rolling  stock.      Under  head  10,  "  Legal  Departments," 
there  appears  the  sum  of  £400  for  the  situation  of  Assistant  Crown  Advocate;  the 
reasons  which  make  the  situation  necessary  have  been  fully  discussed  in  ITiis  Council 
and  reported  upon  to  the  Secretary  of  State.    An  increase  of  £10  to  the  salary  of 
the  Assistant  Crown  Advocate  at  Gozo  is  also  submitted  for  approval.^   The  cost  of 
riving  effect  to  the  Malta  (use  of  the  English  language  in  legal  proceedings)  Order  in 
Council',  189S,  has  by  actual  experience  been  found  to  require  the  yearly  expenditure 
of  £2,126,  which  is  £626  beyond  the  provisional  estimate  formed  before  that  Order 
came  into  operation.     (Dr.  Mizzi:  Spesa  inutile.)    As  to  the  necessity  or  otherwise 
of  that  expenditure  I  think  that  expenditure  is  achieving  very  gooH  results,  in  that 
it  is  affording,  not  to  the  grown-up  section,  who  are  past  learning,  but  to  the  rest 
of  the  legal  community  a  very  good  opportunity  of  learning  EngUsh  without  great 
trouble,  without  any  expense,  and,  in  fact,  with  the  possibility  of  earning  money 
for  it  at  the  rate  of  sixpence  per  hundred  words.     So  that  by  the  time  the  twelve 
years  and  odd  months  allowed  will  have  elapsed  these  legal  gentlemen  will  be  found 
to  know  English  better  than  they  now  know  Italian.     Therefore,  this  is  a  special  gift 
offered  to  a  particular  class  to  diminish  future  inconvenience  and  any  cause  for  friction 
when  Englisn  will  be  the  language  of  the  Courts  of  Law.    But  if  the  elected  members 
consider  the  expense  unnecessary  they  may  draw  up  a  petition  to  Her  Majesty,  pray- 
ing that  the  turnover  may  take  j)lace  within  five  years  instead  of  twelve,  or  within  any 
such  other  period  as  in  their  opinion  will  represent  the  just  mean  between  the  necessity 
of  the  expense  and  the  advantage  to  the  legal  community  in  learning  English.    An 
allowance  of  £20  is  reinserted  as  payable  to  the  Director  of  liie  Public  Registry,  in 
view  of  the  legal  liabilities  attachmg  to  this  ofl&ce.      Under  head  11,  "  Pouce,"  the 
sum  of  £583  6s.  8d.  is  reproposed,  with  a  view  to  reinstating  a  part  of  the  vote  provided 
previously.    The  same  reasons  apply  to  the  reinsertion  of  £115  for  Bedding,  lamp 
oil,  &c.,  and  to  the  sum  of  £442  16s.  Od.  for  efficiency  pay,  under  tHe  head  "Marine 
Police."    Dnder  head  Ha-,  "  Public  Health  Department,'*  there  is  proposed  an  increase 
of  £60  to  the  salary  of  the  Analytical  Chemist,  whose  duties  have  greatly  grown  in 
importance.    The  Analjrtical  Chemist  is  debarred  from  private  practice,  and  is,  in  the 
opmion  of  the  Governor,  deserving  of  this  increase  to  his  salary,  for  length  of  service 
and  efficiency.     Under  the  same  head  there  appears  an  addition  of  £150  to  provide 
for  the  salary  of  an  Assistant  Analytical  Chemist,  £30  for  the  salary  of  an  Overseer, 
and  £73  for  wages  to  labourers  required  for  stamping  fowls  and  rabbits  Elled  at  the 
Valletta  Market.     Under  head  12,  **  Prisons,"  the  sum  of  £110  appears  for  the  pro- 
vision of  two  Writers,  one  of  whom  is  in  substitution  of  a  Clerk,  and  the  other  for 
increasing  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Prison,  which  is  a  matter  of  urgency.    The  increase 
in  the  provision  of  lighting  and  bedding  under  the  same  head  is  due  to  the  present 
arrangements  by  which  pnsoners  who  were  formerly  detained  at  the  Police  Station 
in  Valletta  have  now  been  transferred  to  the  Corradino  Prison.      Under  head  13, 
"  Charitable  Institutions,**  some  new  provisions  are  proposed ;  £50  for  a  Pathologist, 
£30  for  an  additional  Nurse,  and  £45  12s.  6d.  for  an  Engine-Driver,  required  at  the 
Central  Hospital,  and  £50  for  a  Chief  Attendant,  and  £105  for  three  additional  Male 
Attendants  at  the  Hospital  for  Lepers.    The  increase  in  the  sums  which  appear  under 
the  same  head  for  fuel  and  lightage  are  due  to  the  increased  number  of  inmates  and 
to  the  increase  in  the  price  of  the  necessaries  of  life.    Under  head  14,  "  Education.* 
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it  is  proposed  to  increase  by  £40  the  salary  of  one  of  the  Professors  of  Law,  so  as 
to  equalize  his  salary  with  those  of  the  other  Professors.    New  situations  are  provided 
for  a  lecturer  in  Ophthalmology  and  for  a  lecturer  on  History ;  £50  are  provided  for 
the  Curator  of  Laboratories  and  £30  for  a  fatigueman,  provided  for  in  the  Third  Sup- 
plementary Estimate  of  1900 ;  £360  are  provided  as  subsidies  or  prizes  to  be  awarded 
to  students  in  the  Faculties  of  Theology,  Medicine,  and  Jurisprudence;  £120  for  a 
Scholarship  to  be  granted  to  a  student  of  the  Lyceum  for  the  study  of  Civil  Engineering 
in  England;  and  £30  for  a  fatigueman,  whose  salary  was  formerly  defrayed  from 
"  Petty  Expenses."    Under  head  14a,  "  Elementary  Schools,''  in  view  of  the  excellent 
manner  in  Which  the  educational  reforms  have  been  carried  out,  the  Governor  ha& 
strongly  recommended  to  this  Council  and  to  the  Secretary  of  State  an  increase  to 
the  salary  of  the  Inspector  of  Schools  to  £400.    It  has  been  found  advisable  to  classify 
the  Teachers  of  the  Elementary  Schools,  and  to  so  increase  the  salaries  in  the  various 
classes  as  to  make  it  possible  to  offer  at  least  the  same   emoluments  that  are  now 
obtainable  by  the  members  of  the  Malta  Police,  it  being  otherwise  impossible  to  expect 
men  of  sufl&cient  education  to  be  candidates  for  the  very  important  office  of  Teacher 
in  the  Elementary  Schools.     £100  are  provided  for  book-bmding  and  lesson  books, 
new  books  being  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance.    Under  head  14b,  a  provisioa 
of   £100  appears  for  reprinting  new  catalogues  of  the  books    of    the    Library, 
Under    head    15,    "Post    Office,"    new    situations    are    proposed,    viz.,    £30    for 
a    messenger,    and    £36    for     a     labourer.      Under     head    18,    "Miscellaneous- 
Services,"    a     new     provision    of    £250    is    inserted    for    the     establishment     of 
a    Government   Model   Farm    and   to    encourage    the    annual    Horse    and    Agri- 
cultural Show.      An  additional  provision  of  £460  is  inserted  for  Colonial  Allow- 
ances to  six  Officers  of  the   Maltese  Military   Corps,  transferred  to   the   Imperial 
Service ;  also  a  provision  of  £200  to  enable  the  Monte  di  Pietk,  under  the  management 
of  the  Malta  Society  of  Arts,  Manufactures  and  Commerce,  to  advance  money  to 
artificers,  in  order  to  provide  themselves  with  modem  tools  and  mechanical  appliances. 
£60  are  provided  for  prizes  for  improving  the  breed  of  mule-getting  asses  in  Malta- 
£200  are  inserted  with  a  view  to  encouraging  a  duly  qualified  medical  gentleman  to 
study  analytical  chemistry  abroad  for  a  period  of  two  years.  A  sum  of  £100  for  expenses 
and  prizes  in  connection  with  the  Oxford  Local  Examinations.     The  decennial  period 
for  tne  taking  of  a  Census  will  recur  in  1901,  and  a  sum  of  £1,000  Has  been  inserted 
in  the  estimate  to  meet  the  cost.    As  regards  head  19,  "  Works  Department,"  there 
appears  an  increase  of  £115  5s.  Od.  in  salaries  to  Surveyors,  due  to  a  revision  of  their 
classification.    A  new  situation  for  an  additional  Writer  is  provided  for;  £150  are 
provided  for  a  new  situation  of  a  Storekeeper.    There  is  an  addition  of  £75  in  the 
salary  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Gardens,  which  salary  will  be  wholly  borne  in 
future  in  the  Estimates,  instead  of  being  partly  chargeable  to  the  Sant  Antonio  and 
Boschetto  Garden  Fund.    It  is  proposed  to  give  an  additional  allowance  of  £30  to 
one  of  the  Surveyors  who  is  in  charge  of  the  mspection  of  the  lighting  of  streets  and 
villages,  in  view  of  the  special  work  involved  at  night  and  on  hohdays  for  this  service^ 
Under  head  19a,  there  is  an  increase  of  £200  for  coal,  £20  for  water,  £200  for  repairs 
and  maintenance,  and  £342  for  renewals  and  extensions.    Under  head  20  the  most 
notable  increases  in  recurrent  expenditure  are  £1,322  for  maintenance  of  buildings 
in  the  Education  and  Elementary  Schools  Departments,  and  £821  incidental  expenses 
for  Public  Gardens.     Under  head  21,  "  Pubhc  Works  Extraordinary,"  attention  may 
be  drawn  to  the  rpnewal  of  the  roof  of  the  Armoury  in  the  Palace  of  Valletta  at  a 
cost  of  £2,600.    The  present  roof  was  erected  at  the  time  of  the  Order  of  St.  John 
of  Jerusalem,  and  the  wooden  beams  which  support  it  have  been  found,  on  examina- 
tion, to  be  aflFected  with  rot  to  a  dangerous  extent ;  the  renewal  of  the  roof  is,  there- 
fore, inevitable.    The  new  works-,  which  have  been  chosen  with  a  view  to  applying 
thereto  the  narrow  available  siun  of  £5,500,  imder  head  21,  "  Public  Works  Extra- 
ordinary," are  but  a  small  selection  from  a  large  list  of  very  urgent  and  most  important 
Sublic  works  which  ought  to  be  taken  in  hand  as  soon  as  practicable,  in  ord!er  that 
[alta  may  process  on  the  level  of  civilization  called  for  by  modem  ideas  and  adopted 
in  the  rest  of  Europe.    The  system  of  taxation  is,  however   (with  the  exception  of 
the  Order  in  CJouncu  of  the  14th  of  July,  1899,  and  some  minor  alterations)  practically 
that  devised  by  the  Royal  Commissioners,  Messrs.  J.  Austin  and  Geo.  C.  Lewis,  in 
1837.    The  Council  will  remember  that  the  provision  foy  the  Education  Department 
was  voted  onlv  to  the  end  of  October,  notwithstanding  all  the  representations  made 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  as  to  the  inconvenience  that  would  be  sure  to  follow 
from  this  procedure.    That  inconvenience  is  now  before  us.    To-morrow  the  Grovem- 
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ment  will  require  the  authority  of  the  Council  for  keeping  the  Schools  open,  that  is 
to  say,  for  paying  the  staflF.  I  would  therefore  beg  leave  that  the  Standing  Rules  be 
suspended,  with  a  view  to  my  being  allowed  to  move  Committee  of  Supply  to  propose 
a  resolution  which  would  be  neither  very  formal  nor  very  regular,  but  which  is  so 
drafted  as  to  save  the  elected  members  at  this  first  meeting  3ie  inconvenience  of  a 
long  discussion  on  the  Education  Vote.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
propose  that  vote  next  meeting,  but  to  bridge  over  the  period  between  this  day  and 
the  next  sitting,  I  beg  to  ask  covering  authority  for  one  week*s  expenditure,  and  to 
move.  Sir,  that  you  do  now  leave  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Azzopardi :  Perchfe  questa  proposta  possa  essere  fatta  si  ricEiede  il  consenso 
di  tutti  i  membri. 

The  Vice  President:  Precisamente,  si  richiede  la  sospensione  dei  regolamentL 
L*ha  detto. 

Mr.  Azzopardi :  lo  sono  opposto. 

Dr.  Mizzi:  Perchfe?  La  risoluzione  che  intende  proporre  il  Principal  Seffretario 
h  nel  sense  che  le  cose  continuino  come  stanno  oggi  perchfe  non  si  abblano  a  chiudere 
gli  Stabilimenti  o  a  continuarli  senza  il  consenso  d^  Consiglio,  Questo  non  pu6  essere 
che  per  poche  settimane  e  propongo  una  emenda  che  si  continuino  le  cose  come  stanno 
lino  li  30  novembre.    Questo  non  credo  che  possa  recare  danno  a  nessuno. 

Mr.  Azzopardi :  lo  sostengo  la  mia  opposizione. 

The  Vice  President :  Questo  basta.    Non  si  pu6  andare  avanti. 

The  Chief  Secretary :  The  Order  of  the  Day  for  next  sitting  will  Be  any  motions 
elected  members  will  give  notice  of  and  Committee  of  Supply  to  consider  the  Education 
estimates  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity,  and  other  important  estimates,  of  which 
notice  will  be  given;  Crown  Advocate's  motions  to  introduce  some  of  the  draft 
ordinances  mentioned  in  the  speech  from  the  Chair. 

The  Vice  President  at  3.50  p.m.  adjourned  the  Councfl  to  Wednesday,  the 
7th  November,  1900,  at  2.30  p.m. 


No.  21. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN.  ; 

(Received  November  15,  1900.) 

[Answered  by  No.  22.] 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  November  10,  1900. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state  that  the  Government  Elementary  School  at  Hamrun, 
a  village  which  has  of  late  become  one  of  the  most  populated  centres  outside  the 
towns,  is  insufficient  to  accommodate  the  number  of  children  of  school  age  that  are 
seeking  admission,  who  were  no  less  than  714  on  the  1st  Septemjber  last,  whilst  the 
school  itself  is  already  overcrowded. 

2.  I  have  consulted  the  Executive  Council  on  the  subject,  and  I  have  come 
to  the  decision  that  the  best  course  to  follow  under  the  circumstances  is  that  of 
building  a  new  school  for  boys,  or  for  girls,  the  present  building  being  evidently  in- 
sufficient to  accommodate  the  children  of  both  sexes. 

3.  The  cost  of  the  new  site  proposed,  and  that  of  the  building,  is  estimated  by 
the  Public  Works  Department  to  amount  to  £4,500,  and  I  therefore  venture  to  re- 
quest your  authority  to  include  the  above  amount  in  a  supplementary  estimate,  for 
presentation  to  the  Council  at  an  early  date,  in  order  that  the  considferable  and  in- 
creasing number  of  children  awaiting  admission  to  the  school  at  Hamrun  may  not 
b3  left  indefinitely  without  the  means  of  obtaining  elementary  instruction. 

I  have,  &c.; 

F.  GRENFELL; 

Goyemor. 
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No.  22. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL. 

Sm,  Downing  Street,  December  6,  1900. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  10th 
ultimo,*  representing  the  necessity  of  providing  further  accommodation  at  Hamrun 
for  the  number  of  children  of  school  age  seeking  admission,  and  to  convey  to  you  mj 
approval  of  the  inclusion  in  a  supplementary  estimate,  to  be  shortly  presented  to  the 
Council  of  Government,  of  llie  sum  of  £4,500,  which  is  stated  to  be  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  proposed  site  and  building  required. 

I  have,  &c., 
,..    .  J.  CHAMBERLAIN. 


No.  23. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELX  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  December  17,  1900.) 

[Answered  hy  No.  25.] 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  December  11,  1900. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that,  in  view  of  the  action  of  the  majority  of  the 
Elected  Members,  who  rejected  the  provision  required  for  the  month  of  December 
for  the  University,  the  Lyceum  and  the  Elementary  Schools  on  the  14th  November, 
i:e.^  just  a  fortnight  before  the  time  when  the  funds  should  be  available,  I  had  to  order 
liiie  closing  of  the  Government  Schools  from  the  1st  of  December 

2.  On  the  5th  instant,  however,  on  my  understanding  that  the  Elected  Members 
would  be  prepared  to  vote  the  necessary  amount  to  cover  the  expenditure  for  Decem- 
l>er,  I  caused  a  further  vote  to  be  submitted  to  the  Council,  which  was  duly  passed  on 
the  same  day,  and  the  schools  were  thereupon  reopened. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 
!  Governor. 


No.  24. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  December  27,  1900.) 

Sifc  The  Palace,  Valletta,  December  21,  1900. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  your  information,  that  Dr.  Mizzi  brought 
forward  again  this  .Session  the  Education  Ordinance  and  the  Meetings  Ordinance, 
printed  copies  of  which  I  beg  to  enclose. 

2.  Tnese  Ordinances  were  disallowed  in  1899,  and  the  reasons  for  my  disallowing 
them  now  appear  in  the  Minutes  on  the  subject,  which  were  communicated  to  the 
CJouncil  at  .the  sitting  held  on  the  19th  instant,  and  copies  of  which  I  also  beg  to 
transmit.  I  enclose  the  debates  on  the  Education  question  during  this  new  Session, 
the  important  parts  of  which  I  have  caused  to  be  marked  for  facihty  of  reference. 

8.  The  third  reading  of  the  two  Ordinances  was  eventually  carried  by  the  votes 
of  all  the  Elected  Members  present  on  the  12th  instant.  Except  as  regards  the  intro- 
duction and  first  reading  of  these  Ordinances,  which  are  usually  allowed,  the  Official 
Members  voted  against  all  the  other  stages  of  the  same. 

I  have,  &c., 

t.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


•  No.  21. 
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Enclosure  1  in  No.  24. 


(Translation.) 

Draft. 

An  Oeiihnancb  enacted  bv  the  Governor  of  Malta,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 

the  Ciouncil  of  Government  thereof, 

For  the  better  control  and  management  of  the  University  and  other  Educational 

Establishments. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  make  fresh  provisions  for  the  better  control  and  man- 
agement of  the  University  and  other  Educational  Establishments,  His  Excellencv  the 
Governor,  with  tiie  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  of  Government,  has  enactea  and 
ordained  as  follows: — 

Article  1.  The  Eoman  Catholic  Religion  is  the  basis  of  instruction  in  every 
public  educational  establishment. 

No  teaching  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  said  Religion  is  permitted  in 
public  schools. 

2.  The  Italian  language  is  the  mediimi  of  instruction  and  the  language  of  com- 
munication in  every  pubuc  educational  institution. 

In  every  school,  however,  in  which  any  language  other  than  the  Italian  is  taught, 
the  teacher  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  use  the  same  language  he  teaches. 

3.  The  general  control  and  management  of  the  University  of  Malta,  is  entrusted 
to  a  body  styled  Senate  of  the  University,  whereof  the  Rector  is  the  President. 

4.  Besides  the  Rector,  the  Senate  consists  of  fourteen  members,  of  whom  four 
are  official  and  ten  non-official  members. 

The  Senate  shall  be  assisted  by  a  Clerk,  who  shall  act  as  Secretary. 

5.  The  four  official  members  shall  be  elected,  one  from  their  own  body  by  eack 
of  the  Special  Councils  of  the  four  Faculties  in  the  University,  namely,  the  Faculties 
of  Theology,  of  Law,  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 

6.  Of  the  non-official  members,  six  shall  be  appointed,  in  the  first  instance,  by 
the  Head  of  the  Government,  from  among  persons  unconnected  with  the  University ; 
and  amongst  them,  one  shall  always  be  an  ecclesiastic  enjoying  the  confidence  of  iJie 
Bishop  of  Malta,  and  one  an  ecclesiastic  enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  Bishop  of 
Gozo. 

The  subsequent  appointments  of  these  members,  after  the  first  appointment^, 
shall  be  made  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of  article  10. 

7.  The  other  four  non-official  members  shall  be  elected  by  the  Class  of  Graduates 
of  the  University  of  Malta.  The  persons  to  be  elected,  however,  need  not  belong  to- 
that  class. 

The  election  shall  be  conducted  by  a  Conmiissioner  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  and  in  accordance  with  the  rules,  as  far  as  applicable,  which  are  by  law 
to  be  followed  in  the  election  of  the  elected  members  oi  the  Council  of  Government. 

8.  All  the  members  of  the  Senate,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  their  office, 
shall  take,  before  the  Governor,  the  oath  that  thev  will  perform  their  duties  conscien- 
tiously and  honestly,  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  ability. 

The  clerk  acting  as.  Secretary  to  the  Senate  shall  take  an  oath  that  he  will  keep 
secret  all  such  discussions  as,  under  article  16  are  to  jremain  secret,  and  such  oatn 
shall  be  taken  by  him  before  the  Rector  of 'the  University. 

9.  Every  member  of  the  Senate  shall  remain  in  office  three  years. 

10.  Whenever  a  vacancy  occurs  among  the  non-official  members  of  the  class 
of  those  referred  to  in  article  6,  the  Senate  shall  submit  to  the  Governor  the  name 
of  an  eligible  person  for  appointment  by  the  Governor. 

The  Senate  may  submifthe  names  of  more  than  one  eligible  person,  and  in  such 
case  the  Head  of  the  Government  may  select  one  of  such  persons  for  appointment 

11.  On  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  office,  the  official  members  may  be  re- 
elected in  accordance  with  article  5,  the  non-official  members  of  the  class  referred 
to  in  article  6  may  be  re-nominated  by  the  Governor,  if  submitted  according  to  article 
10,  and  the  members  elected  by  the  Graduates  may  be  re-elected  according  to  article  8. 
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12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  summon  the  respective  Faculty  to 
elect  an  official  member  of  the  class  of  those  mentioned  in  article  5,  whenever  the 
term  of  office  of  any  one  of  the  official  members  is  about  to  expire,  as  well  as  to 
notify  to  the  Governor  that  the  term  of  office  of  any  one  of  the  members  elected  by 
the  Graduates  is  about  to  expire,  so  that  the  Governor  may  order  a  new  election.  In 
these  elections,  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall  see  to  their  possible  completion  a 
little  before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of  the  member  whose  seat  is  about 
to  become  vacant. 

In  no  case,  however,  shall  the  Senate  submit  to  the  Governor  the  name  of  a 
person  for  appointment  under  article  10  before  the  vacancy  shall  actually  occur. 

13.  The  Senate  shall  hold  at  least  one  sitting  every  three  months. 

The  President,  however,  may  convene  a  sitting  whenever  he  deems  it  necessary. 

The  President  shall  convene  a  sitting  in  each  of  the  following  cases : — 

1st.    When  the  Senate  has  to  perform  the  duties  contemplated  in  this  Ordinance; 

2nd.    When  the  Governor  refers  any  matter  to  the  Senate  for  its  consideration ; 

3rd.  When  not  less  than  four  Members  of  the  Senate  make  a  written  requisition 
to  tlie  President  for  the  assembling  of  the  Senate,  setting  forth  the  business  to  be 
discussed  at  the  meeting. 

14.  The  quorum  for  business  at  meetings  of  the  Senate  shall  be  six,  including 
the  President. 

15.  The  President  shall  not  have  a  vote.    In  the  case  of  an  equality  of  votes, 

the  question  shall  be  determined  in  the  negative. 

16.  Full  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  Senate  shall  be. kept,  and  entered  in  a 
book ;  and  after  having  been  read  at  the  next  meeting,  the  minutes  shall  be  signed 
by  the  President  and  made  accessible  to  the  public. 

However,  any  discussion  relating  to  the  persons  to  be  recommended  to  the  Gov- 
ernor for  appointment  as  Members  of  the  Senate,  or  for  appointment  as  Professors 
^  in  the  University  or  Teachers  in  the  Lyceum  or  Examiners,  shall  not  be  entered  in 
that  book;  but  only  a  record  of  the  final  decision  of  the  Senate,  that  is  to  say,  a 
record  of  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  to  be  recommended,  shall  be  made  therein. 

No  strangers  shall  be  allowed  to  attend  at  the  meeting  of  the  Senate  as  of  right. 
Each  Senator,  however,  may  invite  a  number  of  persons  to  be  fixed  by  the  Senate, 
and  such  persons  so  invited  shall  withdraw,  whenever  the  Senate  shall  declare  that 
it  is  about  to  consider  any  of  the  subjects  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

17.  The  Senate  may  expel  any  such  person  invited  as  shall  have  disturbed,  in 
the  least,  the  order  of  the  meetings,  and  may  also  discharge  all  the  audience  if  the 
Senate  deems  it  so  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  order. 

18.  Should  any  member  of  the  Senate  fail  to  attend  at  four  consecutive  meetings, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  thereto. 

Should  the  cause  of  the  absence  be  justified  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Senate,  a 
record  thereof  shall  be  caused  by  the  Senate  to  be  made  in  the  minutes  of  the  meeting. 

If  it  does  not  appear  to  the  Senate  that  there  has  been  a  just  cause  for  the 
absence,  the  Senate  shall  call  on  the  member  who  had  failed  to  attend  at  the  meetings, 
to  justify  the  cause  of  such  absence,  and  each  member  may  also  collect  any  information 
on  the  subject  and  submit  it  to  the  Senate. 

If  within  the  term,  granted  to  the  member  who  had  failed  to  attend  at  the 
meetings^  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  his  absence,  the  Senate  finds  that  such  absence 
has  not  been  justified,  the  Senate  shall  deprive  that  member  of  his  office,  and  the 
President  shall  bring  such  decision  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Governor. 

19.  Temporary  absence  from  the  island  of  Malta  for  relaxation  from  business 
or  for  pleasure,  is  just  ground  for  absence  from  the  meetings,  provided  it  be  not 
longer  than  two  months  in  each  year. 

The  said  absence,  on  the  ground  of  health,  or  on  the  groimd  of  family  or  private 
affairs,  or  on  any  such  other  ground  as  the  Senate  may  think  reasonable,  is  just 
cause  for  absence  from  the  meetings,  though  it  be  longer  than  two  months  in  the 
year,  provided  it  shall  not  extend  beyond  a  term  which  the  Senate  considers  reasonable. 

20.  So  long  as  the  loss  of  his  office  is  not  declared,  a  Senator  shall  continue  to 
form  part  of  the  Senate,  and  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office. 

21.  Notice  of  any  intended  meeting  of  the  Senate  shall  be  given  by  the  President 
to  each  member.  The  notice  shall  state  the  day  and  hour  of  the  meeting,  and  the 
matters  to  be  discussed  thereat. 
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22.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  see  that  the  Statute  oi  the  University  and 
Lyceum  is  duly  carried  out. 

23.  The  Senate  has  the  power  of  recommending  to  the  Governor  such  alteration 
or  extension  of  the  provisions  of  the  Statute  as  the  Senate  may  deem  useful,  and  any 
sucn  recommendation  shall  be  laid  by  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Government  on  the  tabl« 
of  the  Council  of  Government. 

It  is  n^t,  however,  lawful  for  the  Senate  or  for  any  of  the  authorities  in  charge 
of  the  departments  of  public  education,  to  submit  such  alterations  of  the  Statute  as 
may  be  at  variance  witn  the  provisions  of  articles  1  and  2  oi  this  Ordinance. 

24.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  watch  over  the  course  of  studies  and 
the  eflFect  of  the  established  systems  of  instruction  in  the  University  and  the  Ljceum, 
for  the  purpose  of  speedily  detecting  any  defect  in  the  organization  and  considering 
how  anv  evil  can  be  remedied  or  what  reforms  have  become  necessary. 

Wnenever  the  remedies  or  reforms  mentioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph  be  of 
such  a  nature  as  cannot  be  ordered  by  the  Senate  itself,  the  Senate  shall  make  a 
Import  thereon  to  the  Governor,  and  the  report  shall  be  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  Council 
of  Government  by  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 

25.  An  programmes  of  instruction,  syllabi  and  text  books  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  Senate,  and  shall  not  be  adopted  until  they  shall  have  been  approved  by  the 
Senate.    The  Senate  shall  confer  on  the  subject  with  the  teaching  staff. 

26.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  consider  all  reports  made  to  it  by  the 
Rector  of  the  University,  the  Special  Councils  of  the  Faculties,  the  Professors,  and 
the  Teachers. 

27.^  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  forward,  every  year,  a  detailed  report 
of  the  course  and  progress  of  the  studies  in  the  University  and  the  Lyceum ;  and  in 
such  report  they  shall  make  all  such  observations  as  they  may  deem  useful  with 
reference  to  the  University  and  Lyceum. 

The  said  report  shall  be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Council  by  the  Chief  Secretary 
to  Government, 

28.  Whenever  the  post  of  Professor  in  the  University  or  of  Teacher  in  the 
Lyceum,  becomes  vacant,  the  Senate  will  determine  whether  the  vacancy  shall  be 
fiflea  up  by  competitive  examination  or  otherwise. 

If  the  Senate  decides  that  there  should  be  competitive  examination,  the  Senate 
will  submit  to  the  Governor  the  names  of  the  examiners  to  be  appointed,  and  the 
conditions  of  the  competition. 

If  the  Senate  decides  that  the  vacancy  is  not  to  be  filled  up  by  competition,  the 
Senate  will  submit  to  the  Governor  the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  who  might  be 
appointed. 

In  all  cases  the  Senate  shall  take  the  necessary  steps  to  ascertain  who  would  be 
willing  to  accept  th«  post  or  to  compete  for  the  same. 

29.  The  Senate  shall  submit  to  the  Head  of  the  Government  the  Examiners  for 
all  the  Faculties. 

30.  Whenever  the  Head  of  the  Government  desires  to  make  any  proposal  for 
consideration  by  the  Senate,  or  desires  to  have  any  information  from  the  Senate  on 
any  subject  relating  to  public  instruction,  the  correspondence  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Senate  shall  be  carried  on  through  the  President  of  the  Senate. 

31.  The  Senate  is  empowered  to  receive  any  complaint  made  to  it  by  students 
or  by  parents  of  students,  and,  after  examining  the  complaint,  the  Senate  shall  give 
its  decision  thereon. 

32.  The  Senate  is  empowered  to  make  regulations  for  the  maintenance  of  dis- 
cipUne  in  the  University  and  Lyceum,  and  to  sanction  disciplinary  punishments. 

33.  The  Senate  is  empowered  to  receive  and  decide  all  demands  and  complaints 
from  the  Professors  of  the  University,  or  from  the  Teachers  of  the  Lyceum. 

34.  The  Senate,  upon  entering  on  its  duties,  the  first  time  after  the  publication 
of  this  Ordinance,  shall  consider  the  question  respecting  the  limits  of  the  attributions 
which  should  be  granted  to  the  Senate  itself  with  reference  to  the  Lyceum  and  the 
Elementary  Schools,  and  shall  draw  up  a  report  to  the  Governor,  which  report  shall 
be  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Council  of  Government  by  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Govern- 
ment. 
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35.  At  public  ceremonies  the  Members  of  the  Senate  shall  take  precedence  of 
the  Professors  and  Examiners. 

36.  The  precedence  of  the  Members  of  the  Senate  among  themselves,  shall  be 
regulated  according  to  the  date  of  their  election  or  appointment. 

37.  Ordinance  No.  XTT.  of  1898  is  repealed,  except  in  so  far  as  it  repeali 
Ordmance  No.  III.  of  1897. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  24. 
Draft. 


(Translation.) 

An  Ordinancb,  enacted  by  the  Governor  of  Malta,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 

the  Ciouncil  of  Government  thereof; 

To  secure  to  the  citizens  of  the  Island  of  Malta  and  its  Dependencies  the  right  to  hold 
public  assemblies  and  meetings,  and  to  repeal  Ordinance  No.  XI.  of  1898. 

Whereas  it  is  expedient  to  secure  to  the  citizens  of  the  Island  of  Malta  and  its 
Dependencies  the  right  to  hold  public  assemblies  and  meetmgs,  His  Excellency  the 
Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council  of  Government,  has  enacted  and 
ordained  as  follows: — 

Article  1. — ^Except  as  provided  for  in  the  Criminal  Laws,  it  is  lawful  for  the 
citizens  of  Malta  and  its  Dependencies  to  hold  publix;  gatherings,  assemblies,  and 
meetings,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  any  subject  of  public  interest,  whether  civil, 
political,  or  politico-religious,  at  any  time  between  simrise  and  an  hour  after  sunset, 
m  the  open  air  in  any  public  place,  excepting  St.  Greorge's  Square  in  Valletta,  and 
excepting  also  the  small  square  in  front  oi  the  building  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  and 
on  the  side  of  St.  John's  Church,  during  the  time  when  sittings  are  held  in  the  Superior 
and  Inferior  Courts  of  Valletta. 

Saving  always  the  provisions  of  the  said  Criminal  Laws,  it  is  likewise  lawful  to 
make  political  demonstrations  and  to  march  in  procession,  or  in  file,  for  any  object 
of  public  interest,  in  any  open  public  place,  and  at  any  time  between  sunrise  and  an 
hour  after  sunset. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  imderstood  that  this  Ordinance  mtroduces  any  change  as 
regards  religious  processions  and  pilgrimages,  which  it  is  customary  to  hold,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Authority,  according  to  the  usages  of  the  Holy  Catholic 
Apostolic  Church,  and  to  which  processions  and  pilgrimages  the  provisions  of  this 
Ordinance  are  not  to  be  considered  as  applicable. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Police  to  protect  public  gatherings,  assemblies,  and 
meetings,  as  well  as  the  processions,  marching  in  a  file,  and  demonstrations  referred  to 
in  the  preceding  article.  The  Police  shall  arrest  whoever  shall,  by  active  force,  by  the 
uttering  of  seditious  cries,  or  by  other  unlawful  means,  disturl3  or  attempt  to  disturb 
such  gatherings,  assemblies,  meetings,  processions,  marching  in  a  file,  and  demonstra- 
tions. 

it  shall,  however,  be  lawful  for  all  to  express,  by  sucH  means  as  do  not  disturb 
the  gathering,  their  own  disapproval. 

3.  The  Police  may  disperse  such  gatherings,  assemblies,  meetings,  processions, 
marching  in  a  file,  and  demonstrations,  whenever  there  be  actual  danger  of  sedition. 
In  such  a  case  the  dispersion  shall  be  enjoined  by  an  Inspector  of  Police  or  by  a  Police 
Officer  above  the  rank  of  Inspector.  Such  injunction  shall  be  given  by  sound  of 
trumpet.  If,  on  the  third  sound,  any  gathering,  assembly,  meeting,  procession,  march- 
ing in  a  file,  or  demonstration  shall  not  disperse,  the  Police  may  use  force. 

4.  Ordinance  No.  XI.  of  1898,  entitled,  "  To  make  some  provisions  relating  to 
public  meetings  and  assemblies,'*  is  repealed. 
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Endosuie  3  in  No.  24. 
MmxTTB  BY  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 

The  Ordinanoe  entituled  ''  For  the  better  control  and  management  of  the  Uni- 
''  yersitj  and  other  Educational  Establishments/'  passed  by  the  Coimcil  of  Government 
on  the  12th  instant,  is  hereby  disallowed. 

There  is  no  substantial  difference  between  this  Ordinance  and  the  Ordinance 
disallowed  on  the  15th  of  May,  1899. 

English  is  the  official  language  of  Malta,  except  as  regards  the  language  of  the 
Courts,  and  this  exception  is  to  cease  on  the  22nd  of  March,  1914. 

English  has  for  some  time  been  established  as  the  principal  language  of  educa- 
tion ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  proposal  to  disestablish 
English  and  to  substitute  Italian  as  the  only  medium  of  instruction  in  the  Govern- 
ment Educational  Departments  would  be  rumous  to  the  future  prospects  of  a  great 
majority  of  the  students. 

F.  Grenfell, 

Governor. 
December  1^,  1900. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  24. 
Minute  by  His  Excellency  the  Goveeinor. 

The  Ordinance  "  To  secure  to  the  citizens  of  the  Island  of  Malta  and  its  Depen- 
*'  dencies  Ihe  right  of  holding  public  meetings  and  assemblies  and  to  repeal  Ordinance 
-No.  XI.  of  1898 ''  is  hereby  disallowed. 

There  is  no  restraint  at  present  on  the  freedom  of  political  discussion.  Meetings 
may  be  held  in  assembly  rooms,  or  in  open  spaces  outside  Valletta,  Floriana  and 
Cottonera;  but  the  narrow  thoroughfares  of  Valletta  are  so  crowded  under  normal 
conditions  that  a  slight  check  of  the  traffic  causes  obstruction  in  which  national 
political  discussion  would  be  obviously  impossible,  and  the  inconvenience  to  th^ 
general  public  and  to  trade  would  be  intolerable. 

F.  Obxnfell, 

Governor. 
December  10,  1900. 


No.  25. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL. 

Sm,  Downing  Street,  December  29,  1900. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of  the  11th 
instant,*  reporting  you  had,  owing  to  the  action  of  the  majority  of  the  Elected 
Members  of  the  Council  of  Government,  in  rejecting  the  provision  of  funds  for 
December,  closed  the  Government  Schools  from  the  1st  of  the  month,  but  that  they 
were  reopened  on  the  5th  instant,  on  the  passing  of  the  necessary  vote. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  CHAMBERLAIN. 


No.  26. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  Januaiy  2,  1901.) 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta^  December  29,  1900. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  the  Colonial  Estimates  of  Expenditure  for 

•  No.  23. 
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1901  have  been  passed  by  the  Council  of  Government,  with  the  exception  of  the 
sums  for  the  services  set  forth  in  the  schedule  which  I  beg  to  enclose. 

2.  You  will  observe  that,  with  regard  to  the  Educational  Establishments,  the 
elected  majority  voted  only  the  amounts  required  for  the  first  two  months  of  the 
coming  year,  notwithstanding  that  the  Coimcil  was  duly  informed  of  the  difficulties 
the  Government  and  the  Departments  concerned  would  have  to  encounter  on  that 
account,  by  being  unable  to  pay  in  advance  rent  for  school  houses,  according  to. 
agreements,  and  to  purchase  certain  articles  required  for  the  laboratories  attached  to 
the  University. 

3.  Another  important  point  which  I  would  desire  to  bring  to  your  notice  is 
that  the  Elected  Members  have  voted  the  rates  of  salaries,  payable  to  the  Inq)ector 
of  the  Elementary  Schools,  and  to  the  Assistant  Inspector,  for  January  and  February,. 
1901.  It  therefore  appears  that  they  have  ceased  to  offer  any  opposition  to  the 
salaries  of  those  officers,  which  had  hitherto,  and  so  late  as  the  5th  December,  190O 
(when  a  vote  to  cover  the  expenditure  for  1900  was  re-submitted  to  the  Council)  been 
rejected  by  them. 

4.  I  regret  that  several  items  for  important  works  under  Head  21  have  been 
rejected,  without  sufficient  reason  being  assigned  in  support  of  the  action  of  the 
Elected  Members,  who  have,  however,  voted  under  the  same  head,  althougjh  not  pre- 
viously included  in  the  estimates  in  question,  a  sum  of  £1,000  for  continuing  the 
driving  of  a  gallery  between  "  Wied  il  Kbir  '*  and  "  Wied  Isseuda  "  pumping  stations, 
in  order  to  increase  the  water  supply,  a  work  which  had  been  approved  in  principle 
by  the  Council  voting  other  amounts  on  former  occasions  towards  the  same  object. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor* 


Enclosure  in  No.  26. 


Reductions  made  in  Committee  of  Supply  from  Votes  included  in  the  Colonial 

Estimates  of  Expenditure  for  1901. 

Head  3 — The  Grovernor  and  Legislature.  £     s.   d- 

Salary  of  the  Unofficial  Members  of  the  Executive  Council        ...       900    0    0 

Head  10 — Legal  Departments. 

Salary  for  an  Assistant  Crown  Advocate £400    0    0 

As  a  protest  against  the  interpretation  of  the  "  Malta 
(use  of  English  language  in  legal  proceed- 
ings). Order  in  Council,  1899,'*  in  regard  to 
translation  of  Court  docmnenta      10    0 


401    0    0 


Head  14 — Education.  £     s.   d. 

Salary  for  a  lecturer  on  history      120    0    0 

Scholarship,  to  be  awarded  to  a  student  of  the 
Lyceum,  for  studying  civil  engineering  in 
England  120    0    0 

J0/12ths  of  "Personal  Emoluments"  and  "Other 

Charges"  (provision  voted  for  2  months)  ...     7,264  12  10 


7,504  12  10 
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Head  14a — Elementary  Schools  Department. 

lOJlSih^  of  "Personal  Emoluments"  and  "Other 

Charges  "  (proyig^on  voted  for  only  2  naop^hs)  15,451     0    0 

Head  21 — ^Public  Works  Extraordinary. 

Concreting  half  the  carriageway  of  Sda.  Fianco, 

between  Sda.  Reale  and  Sda.  Stretta,  Valletta         98    0    0 

Erecting  a  kiosk  at  the  Argotti  Gardens    100    0    0 

Continuing  the  formation  of  the  Public  Garden  at 

Gzira  100    0    0 

Planting  trees  on  the  glacis  along  Principessa  Melita 

Road,  and  elsewhere  200    0    0 

Paving  with  lava  concrete  the  cabstand  on  the  Molo 

Marina,  Sliema  162    0    0 


660    0    0 


No.  27. 

Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  February  5,  1901.) 

Sir,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  January  31,  1901. 

I  BEG  to  refer  to  paragraph  8  of  Sir  Arthur  Fremantle's  despatch,  of  the  29th 
December,  1898,*  wherein  a  return  was  mentioned  (and  transmitted  therewith) 
showing  the  percentage  of  children  in  the  Government  Elementary  Schools  whose 
parents  had  cnosen  English,  in  preference  to  Italian,  for  the  pupils  who  reached  the 
third  standard  in  those  schools. 

2.  This  choice  takes  place  each  year,  and  I  have  now  the  honour  to  forward,  foi 
your  further  information,  printed  copies  of  a  return  which  shows  the  relative  percentage 
of  the  choice  the  parents  made,  as  tabulated  for  the  years  1898,  1899,  and  1900. 

3.  I  caused  this  return  to  be  presented  to  the  Council,  and  a  copy  thereof  to  be 
distributed  to  each  member,  in  view  of  an  enquiry  on  this  question  in  the  Coimcil 
of  Government,  moved  by  Mr.  Azzopardi. 

4.  The  policy  of  the  Government  on  this  question  is  set  out  in  the  speech  of 
the  Chief  Secretary,  forwarded  herewith.  A  further  report  will  be  forwarded  to 
you  at  the  close  of  thp  enquiry,  which  is  now  proceeding  before  a  Greneral  CommittM 
of  the  Council,  and  will  occupy  several  sittings. 

I  have,  &c.. 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


•  No.  4  in  [H.  C.  28T]  July,  1899. 
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Enclosure  1  in  No.  27. 

Heturn  showing  the  number  of  Guardians  who  have  chosen  (1)  English,  (2)  Italian,  for 
their  children  attending  the  III.  Standard  of  the  Government  Elementary 
Schools,  in  each  of  the  years  1898,  1899,  and  1900. 


1898. 

1899. 

1900. 



EngliBh. 

Italian. 

English. 

ItaUan. 

English. 

Ita 
No. 

Uau. 

No. 

Per- 

centage. 

No. 

Per- 
centage. 

No. 

Per- 
centage. 

No. 

Per- 
centage. 

No. 

Per- 
centage. 

Per- 
centage. 

Malta. 

Valletta-Model 

139 

92-6 

11 

7-4 

130 

97-7 

3 

2-3 

190 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

Strada  Zecca 

24 

85-7 

4 

14-3 

32 

88-9 

4 

11-1 

36 

100-0 

0 

00 

Floriana       

57 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

60 

96-8 

2 

3-2 

61 

1000 

0 

0-0 

Vittoriosa     

78 

100-0 

0 

00 

68 

1000 

0 

00 

62 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

Cospicua       

82 

98-8 

1 

1-2 

102 

1000 

0 

0-0 

68 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

Sen^rlea        

75 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

92 

97-9 

2 

2-1 

67 

1000 

0 

0-0 

Sliema          

106 

96-3 

4 

3-7 

81 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

72 

96-0 

3 

4-0 

Hamrun        

55 

100-0 

0 

00 

68 

100-0 

0 

00 

72 

100-0 

0 

00 

Misida          

32 

1000 

0 

00 

32 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

27 

1000 

0 

0-0 

Notabile       

51 

98-0 

1 

2-0 

92 

97-9 

2 

2-1 

108 

1000 

0 

0-0 

Dinsrli           

11 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

19 

95-0 

1 

5-0 

8 

100-0 

0 

00 

Zebbng         

25 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

21 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

:« 

94-3 

2 

5-7 

Si?2rgieui        

28 

96-5 

1 

3-5 

27 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

10 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

Birchircara 

105 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

26 

86-7 

4 

13-3 

55 

KIO-O 

0 

00 

Lia     

47 

100-0 

0 

00 

53 

100-0 

0 

00 

54 

1000 

0 

00 

Naxaro         

35 

97-2 

2 

2-8 

50 

1000 

0 

0-0 

28 

100-0 

0 

oo 

MuBta           

39 

92-8 

3 

7-2 

20 

1000 

0 

0-0 

16 

94-3 

1 

5-7 

Gargur          

9 

1000 

0 

00 

19 

1000 

0 

00 

21 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

Melleha        

22 

1000 

0 

00 

35 

1000 

0 

00 

24 

1000 

0 

0-0 

Ourmi           

50 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

49 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

20 

1000 

0 

0-0 

Luca 

16 

88-9 

2 

11-1 

45 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

36 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

Tarxen         

56 

1000 

0 

0-0 

27 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

51 

98-1 

1 

1-9 

Chircop 

— 

— 





7 

100-0 

0 

00 

12 

1000 

0 

00 

Crend'           

12 

100-0 

0 

00 

17 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Micabiba       

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

8 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

2eitxin          

17 

73-9 

6 

261 

61 

98-4 

1 

1-6 

67 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

Zurrico         

22 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

19 

100-0 

0 

00 

29 

1000 

0 

oo 

ZabbdT          

33 

1000 

0 

0-0 

66 

1000 

0 

00 

66 

100-0 

0 

00 

Gulia           

7 

100-0 

0 

0.0 



... 

18 

1000 

0 

0-0 

Aflcuk          

17 

850 

3 

15-0 

23 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

14 

1000 

0 

00 

Gozo. 

Victoria        

34 

79-0 

9 

21-0 

52 

94-5 

3 

5-5 

60 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

>»dnr 

8 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

.  45 

100-0 

0 

0-0 

31 
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Elementary  Schools  Office, 

January  15,  1901. 


£.  Magro, 
Inspector  of  Elementary  Schools. 
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Enclosure  2  in  No.  27. 

The  Chief  Secretary :  Sir,  I  rise  with  the  deepest  gratitude  to  each  and  all  ot 
the  three  hon.  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  in  support  of  the  motion  before  this 
Council.  I  am  particularly  grateful  to  the  hon.  member  representing  the  Third 
District  in  the  first  place,  for  the  thoroughly  logical  and  consecutive  exposition  of  his 
views  on  this  important  question,  and  in  the  second  place  for  the  opportunity  he  has 
afibrded  for  setting  this  educational  controversy  I  hope  once  for  ever.  The  hon. 
member  representing  the  Graduates  of  the  University  has  promised  to  hold  his  peace 
on  the  subiect  for  the  future  if  worsted — ^which,  in  political  language,  means  to  resign, 
if  he  sees  that  he  is  in  the  wrong ;  and  I  feel  no  less  grateful  to  the  other  hon.  gentle- 
man, who  has  just  now  sat  down  (Mr.  Semini),  for  having  (as  he  has  often  favoured 
this  Council)  let  the  political  cat  out  of  the  bag  in  the  course  of  the  controversy.  But 
the  hon.  member  for  the  Third  District  calls  for  my  special  gratitude,  for  having 
called  me  a  hypocrite,  or  rather  a  member  of  a  band  of  hypocrites.  (Mr.  Azzopardi : 
Parlava  del  Govemo,  non  di  lei  personalmente.)  If  I  were  a  member  of  a  band  of 
hypocrites  composing  the  Government  it  would  be  specially  delightful  to  have  such 
an  exceptional  opportunity  of  convicting  an  innocent  accuser  or  of  bringing  over  a 
ivilling  convert  to  the  same  band.  But  I  must  not  omit  to  note  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man opposite  has  been  singularly  waiy  of  promising  to  become  a  convert,  in  contrast 
with  the  two  members  on  this  side,  who  have  bound  themselves  hand  and  foot  to  the 
unknown  result.  I  must,  nevertheless,  take  technical  exception  to  the  form  of  this 
resolution,  and  also  to  its  wording.  The  technical  exception  to  the  form  of  the 
motion  may  better  be  reserved  for  the  conclusion  of  the  remarks  which  it  is  my 
duty  to  submit.  As  to  the  wording  of  the  resolution,  I  regret  that  the  word  "pre- 
tende  "  has  been  hazarded  on  the  notice  book  in  a  signed  notice  of  a  resolution.  Hon. 
members  will  be  willing  to  make  every  allowance  for  words  that  may  slip  in  the 
heat  of  debate ;  but  I  think  that  such  insinuations  should  not  be  deliberately  set  down 
in  writing — insinuations  without  even  a  shred  of  "prima  facie  evidence  to  excuse 
them.  The  Government,  Sir,  has  pretended  nothing  upon  this  question.  We  have 
asserted  absolute  and  unvarnished  facts,  which  I  shall  proceed  to  summarise  in  the 
most  unsophisticated  form,  with  the  desire  to  challenge  contradiction.  But  I  must 
answer  the  hon  member's  speech,  and  pay  to  each  point  the  full  attention  which  it 
deserves.  The  hon.  member  has,  I  think,  failed  to  offer  a  shred  of  evidence  in 
support  of  his  statement  that  the  Government  has  obtained  the  opinion  of  parents 
and  guardians  by  what  he  described  as  "  raggiri,*'  tricks,  slimness 

Mr.  Azzopardi :  Mi  alzo  per  una  spiegazione  personale.  Ho  detto  ch6  il  Govema 
dopo  d'avere  per  venti  anni  e  piu,  usando  tutti  i  raggiri  e  tutti  le  ipocrisie,  imposto 
la  sua  opinione  nella  questione  delF  istruzione,  tutto  d'un  tratto  salt6  fuori  con  una 
nuova  politica  che  egli  proclam6  la  politica  della  libertk.  Non  ho  detto  che  sona 
stati  usati  raggiri  in  questa  questione  speciale. 

The  Chief  Secretary :  The  hon.  member  accuses  the  Government  of  having  by 
trickery  brought  this  educational  question  to  such  a  pass  that  liberty  of  choice  was 
offered  as  a  mere  shield  for  deceit.  That,  Sir,  is  the  argument  of  the  hon.  gentleman. 
But  the  poor  innocent  believer  in  this  alleged  hypocrisy  avoids,  if  you  please,  any 
mention  of  the  eloquent  fact  that  what  he  thinks  is  a  "pretended  opinion  of  the 
fathers  of  children ''  has  been  confirmed  by  mature  judgment,  and  not  by  some  form 
of  slimness,  a  second  and  a  third  time  since  1898.  The  hon.  member  is  not  ignorant 
of  the  existence  of  the  scheme  of  education  which  has  been  compiled  as  the  result  of 
the  labours  of  a  technical  committee  authorized  by  the  General  Council  of  the  Uni- 
versity, a  body  comprising  the  highest  authorities  in  this  country  on  the  subject  of 
education.  The  scheme,  which  is  dated  8th  April,  1899,  is  so  framed  that  it  is  only 
on  reaching  the  third  standard  that  the  choice  of  a  second  language  of  education — in 
addition  to  the  native  language  of  Malta,  that  is,  Maltese — has  to  be  made  by  the 
parents.  Now  that  choice  has  taken  place  upon  three  separate  occasions,  not  once, 
as  the  hon.  member  has  erroneously  imagined.  Upon  that  erroneous  assumption  he 
has,  unfortunately  for  his  case,  based  all  that  is  ingenuous  in  his  speech.  This  choice 
of  a  second  language  of  education  must  henceforth  continue  to  take  place  every  year. 
(Dr.  Bonnici :  Sotto  le  stesse  condizioni.)  The  hon.  member  likes  to  suggest  too  much 
and  to  interrupt  out  of  order.  (Dr.  Bonnici:  "Medice,  cura  te  ip<5um/')  T^ogic^ 
perhaps,  is  a  medicine  which  might  do  him  good.  (Vice-President :  Order.)  I  will 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  hon.  member  opposite,  who  is  disposed  to  take  the  question 
more  seriously,  the  fact  that  three  sets  of  children  have  already  arrived,  under  the 
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new  system  of  education,  at  the  third  standard,  and  made  the  required  choice.  In 
1898  the  result  of  that  choice  was  in  Maltd  in  favoul-  of  English  97.8,  in  Gozo  84.6. 
In  1899  the  same  choice  gave  a  further  preponderating  balance  in  favour  of  English, 
for  Malta  98.8,  for  Gozo  92.2.  What  happens  in  1900?  In  Malta  the  balance  in 
favour  of  English  99.4,  in  Gozo  95.5.  Of  these  figures  1  have  full  and  complete 
details  with  regard  to  each  school.  The  hon.  member  opposite  has  worked  himself, 
and  has  wotked  up  other  members,  into  the  frame  of  mind  that  this  choice  has  been 
obtiskined  by  pressure^  by  undue  influence,  by  slimiless.  (Mr.  Sertiinl:  Very  likely.) 
(Vice-President:  Ordet>  if  you  please.)  Well,  there  are  two  conclusive  answers  to 
this  point:  on  the  one  hand,  the  facts  of  the  past;  and  on  the  other,  the  obvious 
result  of  the  present.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  chief  of  the  department  of  elementary 
educatioii  had  the  common  sense  to  exert  no  pressure  whatsoever.  The  Government 
may  be  liable  to  mistakes ;  but  Providence  has  not  deiiiented  us  to  the  extent  of  not 
perceiving  thdt  it  would  be  foolish  to  use  the  least  influence  to  obtain  opinions  about 
which  we  ^ere  perfectly  sure  that  the  majority  agreed  with  us.  The  Government 
would,  no  doubtj  have  been  pilloried  had  we  not  been  scrupulously  careful  to  keep 
away  everj^  shadow  of  A  suspicion  of  undue  influence,  and  therefore  to  leave  it  to  the 
fanatifcal  enemies  of  everything  English  in  the  way  of  education  to  throw  themselves, 
to-dayj  bound  hand  dnd  foot^  into  their  own  trap.  No  influence  whatsoever  was  used, 
eithet  due  or  unduej  to  vary  or  bias  the  choice  of  children  or  parents  as  to  the  second 
lan^u^e  of  educatioii  to  be  adoptfed  on  reaching  the  third  standard.  The  procedure 
wA^  as  follows  :^-The  neW  regulations  as  to  the  choice  of  a  second  language  came  into 
fortJe  ih  1898.  The  Inspector  of  the  Elementary  Schools  proceeded  to  carry  out  his 
instructions  by  calling  together  a  special  conference,  held  m  Malta  and  Gozo,  to  ex- 
plain Id  the  teachers  what  thev  had  to  ascertain.  They  wei^  instructed  to  ascertain 
the  ^shes  of  the  parents,  and  to  strictly  comply  with  them.  They  were  instructed 
to  have  the  parents  sent  for,  whenever  convenient,  and  to  obtain  written  statements 
or  to  have  at  least  the  reply  conveyed  through  the  children  or  some  other  member 
of  the  f amily^  if  the  parents  could  not,  or  would  not,  attend  personally.  No  persuasion 
was  in  afay  case  used  either  way ;  but,  if  asked,  the  teachers  were  at  liberty  to  answer 
questions  as  to  the  way  in  which  those  teachers,  with  regard  to  their  own  children, 
would  haVe  chosen  one  or  the  other  language.  They  were  not  instructed  to  give  any 
advice,  but  they  were  not  forbidden  to  exercise  ordinary  courtesy  towards  enquirers. 
In  twenty- three  schools  the  parents  decided  personally  as  requested ;  in  other  cases 
thfe  parents  sent  word  through  the  children  or  othet  membets  oi  the  family.  In  every 
case  sufficient  time  was  given  to  the  parents  to  consider  and  seek  advice  from  outside, 
and  the  teachers  repeated  the  question  to  make  sure  of  the  choice,  before  finally 
arranging  the  classes.  No  teacher  ever  forced  anybody  to  the  choice  of  English.  To 
this,  Sir,  I  have  to  add  that  no  single  J)etition  and  ho  individual  complaint  on  the  part 
of  the  parents  has  been  received  by  the  Government  to  the  effect  that  the  teachers 
were  teaching  their  children  the  language  not  of  their  choice,  nor  on  the  part  of  any 
of  the  members  of  this  Council,  or  of  any  of  the  extreme  fanatical  wirepullers  ana 
English  haters,  has  any  one  been  able  so  far  to  bring  forward  any  concrete  case  of 
oppression,  deceit,  or  disobedience  to  the  wishes  of  the  parents.  (Mr.  Azzopardi: 
Tutti  sanno  che  h  inutile.)  Free  selection  may  be  useless  in  the  opinion  of  the  hon. 
meihber,  I  say  it  is  useless  to  insinuate  what  is  not  true,  and  the  hon.  member  knows 
that  it  has  Become  quite  useless  to  ^o  any  longer  against  the  opinion  of  the  public, 
who  are  at  last  sick  and  tired  of  this  pretended  popularity  of  the  ascendancgr  of  a 
foreign  language.  The  hon.  members  on  this  side,  who  have  not  the  eloquence  of 
the  hon.  member  opposite,  are  endeavouring  to  prepare  for  themselves  what  in  Italian 
is  csilled  un  "ponte  d'oro,*'  and  in  English  might  be  likened  to  the  sohition  of  the 
fifth  proposition  of  Euclid.  The  hon.  members  on  this  side  want  to  continue  to 
be  members  of  this  Council  after  having  screamed  till  the  public  is  deaf  against  the 
real  interests  of  the  people,  and  they  now  appear  to  want  to  find  an  excuse  to  put 
an  end  to  this  useless  and  unpatriotic  agitation.  That  is  why  it  is  becoming  useless 
to  speak  qn  the  part  of  those  who  command  no  longer  the  support  of  the  outside 
public,  or  who,  perhaps,  are  more  sincere  and  less  subtle  in  tEe  way  in  which  they 
prepare  to  back  out  of  the  struggle.  The  hon.  member  opposite  says  that  for  a  whole 
'jeneration  the  Government  of  Malta  has  been  endeavouring  to  give  prominence  to 
lie  English  language,  and  to  confer  no  post  under  the  Government  to  those  who  could 
not  sneak  English.  I  only  wish,  Sir,  that  this  wise  course  had  been  adopted;  I  wish 
that,  ais  the  representativie  of  the  Government  of  Malta  in  tlie  Council,  I  could  plead 
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guilty  to  that  accusation.  If  for  twenty-five,  or  thirty-three  years,  or  whatever  may 
be  the  average  of  a  generation,  the  Government  of  Malta  had  been  consistent  in  not 
granting  any  emolmnent  imder  the  Crown,  from  the  post  of  messenger  upwards,  ex- 
cept to  those  who  spoke  English,  this  educational  question  would  have  been  settled 
at  least  thirteen  years  ago,  and  neither  I  nor  the  hon.  member  opposite  would  have 
been  here  to  settle  it,  but  better  men  would  to-day  be  governing  this  country  on 
purely  English  lines.  But,  if  some  weakness  has  been  indulged  in  during  the  past 
century,  I  can  assure  this  Council  that  that  mistake  will  not  be  perpetrated  any 
longer.  The  time  is  gone  past  for  ever  for  talking  on  this  question,  for  the  sake  of 
talking;  we  have  now  got  to  the  stage  of  facts;  we  have  come  to  the  time  when 
the  policy  of  the  Government  is  translated  in  a  series  of  events  succeeding  each  other 
with  consecutive,  systematic,  and  irresistible  rapidity.  As  to  the  aspirations  of  this 
country,  1  don't  know  what  are  the  aspirations  which  the  hon.  member  talks  about. 
If  he  talks  of  the  aspirations  of  the  Enghsh  hating  clique,  those  are  not  aspirations 
of  this  country,  but  of  a  small  minority ;  if  he  talks  of  the  aspirations  of  those  who 
walk  about  Strada  Reale,  in  top  hat  or  a  black  coat,  he  is  not  talking  of  the  aspirations 
of  this  country;  he  is  not  talking  of  the  aspirations  of  the  peasant,  who  has  the 
natural  right,  as  being  the  father  of  his  own  children,  of  deciding  which  is  the  naost 
acceptable  method  to  be  followed  for  the  education  of  his  own  children.  (Mr.  Semini : 
You  never  called  me!)  I  think,  Sir,  that  a  common  hewer  of  wood  and  a  drawer 
of  water  in  the  country  has  as  much  right  as  the  hon.  member  to  choose  the  language 
in  which  his  bojr  is  to  be  educated.  What  right  has  the  hon.  member  representing 
the  Third  District  to  state,  with  regard  to  more  than  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion of  this  island,  that  they  so  lack  common  sense  "  che  non  capiscono  nulla  riguardo 
la  scelta  della  lingua."  If  he  has  the  right  to  be  elected  by  such  people,  I  say  they 
have  the  right  when  their  children  have  learnt  to  read  and  write  in  Maltese,  to  choose 
whether  Italian  or  English  should  be  the  next  best  language  for  their  children  to 
learn.  And,  if  it  is  the  hon.  member  who  represents  the  populace — ^if  he  represents 
more  than  any  other  the  democratic  element  in  this  Council — how  can  he  deny  this 
power  of  selecting  a  language  to  that  same  democracy  ?  I  apprehend  he  may  perhaps 
represent  that  form  of  democracy  in  which  those  who  get  at  the  top  try  to  tread  hard 
down  upon  those  below  them,  and  crush  their  domestic  liberty  for  political  ends.  The 
hon.  member,  1  say,  should  be  the  last  to  deny  the  guardians  and  fathers  the  right  to 
choose  the  language  which  they  think  best  suited  for  the  wage  earning  power  of  their 
wards  and  children.  And  why,  forsooth,  would  the  hon.  member  deprive  them  of 
this  natural  and  obvious  right  ?  Why  ?  Because  it  pays  the  hon.  member,  and  suits 
the  policy  of  the  political  party  he  wants  to  bolster  up  into  the  semblance  of  a  majority 
of  the  population.  But,  thank  goodness,  constitutional  government  can  be  reconciled 
with  the  obtaining  for  the  real  majority  of  the  people  freedom  of  action  when  a 
transient,  a  fictitious  and  a  formal  parliamentary  majority  may  be  misused  to  uphold 
a  fad.  We  have  here  no  House  of  Lords,  no  second  chamber  such  as  exists  in  other 
countries,  to  check  the  impulsiveness  or  the  obstinancy  of  a  domineering  democratic 
representative  assemblv.  But  we  are  protected  by  a  Governor  and  a  Secretary  of 
State,  and  they  would  be  doing  their  duty,  on  the  most  democratic  principles,  in 
allowing  on  this  language  question,  to  90,  and  98,  and  99  per  cent,  of  the  population 
of  Malta,  freedom.  They  are  allowing  them  to  exercise  the  natural  right  of  parents 
of  giving  their  children  the  means  of  earning  their  livelihood;  they  are  affording 
them  protection  from  political  despots,  who  want  to  sacrifice  everything  to  a  darling 
foreign  dialect.  The  hon.  member  talks  of  a  Plebiscite — un  Plebiscite  di  bambini — 
a  Plebiscite  of  babies.  Is  that  a  fit  form  of  argument  to  place  before  this  assembly! 
And  has  not  the  hon.  member  perceived  that  in  the  latter  part  of  his  speech  he 
acknowledged  that  it  was  not  the  babies,  but  their  fathers  that  have  decided;  and 
has  he  not  perceived  that  he  contradicted  himself  in  one  and  the  same  speech  ?  (Mr. 
Azzopardi :  Niente  affatto.)  Yes,  and  the  reason  is  that  on  the  first  occasion  he  was 
repeating  the  catch-penny  cries  which  are  excusable  in  a  certain  newspaper,  and 
on  the  second  occasion  he  was  talking  seriously  and  arguing  logically  as  a  member 
of  this  Council.  The  hon.  member  attempted  to  support  his  case  by  a  reference  to 
history,  by  a  reference  to  a  previous  commission  on  education  as  to  which,  in  his 
opinion,  "  the  vast  majority  of  the  educated  people  of  Malta  had  been  called  to  give 
"  evidence.*'  I  have  heard  this  argument  so  often  repeated,  that  the  time  has  come  to 
meet  it.  The  number  of  witnesses  called  before  that  commission  was  not  a  great 
number,  they  did  not  represent  an  enormous  overwhelming  volume  of  evidence ;  they 
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were  but  twenty-one  individuals,  and  I  think  it  will  interest  the  Council  to  listen 
to  a  precis  of  what  they  said.  Some  of  them  said  very  little;  others  said,  practically,, 
both  yes  and  no  on  the  main  point;  a  not  uncommon  occurrence  when  witnesses  are 
called  before  political  or  semi-political  tribunals.  One  of  the  witnesses  said  that 
Maltese  should  be  taught  in  the  elementary  schools  to  all  boys  who  would  not  proceed 
to  higher  studies;  he  gave  no  opinion  as  to. the  language  to  be  adopted  in  tihe 
Lyceum;  he  was  of  opinion  that  in  the  University  the  professor  should  choose  the 
most  suitable  language.  That  is  a  precis  of  No.  1.  Witness  No.  2  was  against  the 
pan  passu  system,  and  thought  there  should  be  one  principal  language  and  one 
secondary  language,  without  imposition.  No.  3  saw  no  objection  to  one  principal 
and  one  secondary  language.  No.  4  was  of  opinion  that,  for  purposes  of  instruction, 
one  language  was  preferable,  but  for  Malta  both  languages  were  useful.  No.  5  was 
agamst  the  pari  passu  system.  No.  6  was  in  favour  of  the  perfect  study  of  English 
and  Italian,  with  no  supremacy  for  either  Italian  or  English.  No.  7  was  of  opinion 
that  one  language  should  be  chosen  by  the  students,  to  suit  tlieir  requirements.  No.  8 
places  English  in  the  first  place,  then  Italian,  then  French.  No.  9  advised  the  study 
of  English  without  neglecting  Italian.  As  to  No.  10,  I  am  unable  to  formulate  a 
precis  of  his  opinion.  No.  11  considered  Italian  "the  most  indispensable.''  That 
was  my  hon.  and  learned  friend,  Dr.  Mizzi  (laughter).  The  next  witness.  No.  12,  is 
not  opposed  to  Maltese  in  the  elementary  schools,  but  was  in  favour  of  Italian  as  the 
first  language  with  English  in  night  schools.  He  was  favourable  to  Italian  as  the 
'* medium"  language.  No.  13  considered  that  English  was  indispensable  for  all 
classes.  No.  14  considered  an  English  education  more  useful  than  any  other;  by 
English  education  he  meant  that  the  medium  of  instruction  should  be  English ;  from 
experience  obtained  in  Egypt  before  the  British  occupation  he  could  state  that  young 
men  knowing  English  there  found  employment  very  easily.  He  also  considered  that 
English  could  be  more  easily  acquired  than  Italian.  No.  15  attributed  the  failure 
of  some  students  of  St.  Ignatius'  College  chiefly  to  their  dislike  of  Italian  and  the 
inconvenience  of  having  to  study  two  additional  languages  at  the  same  time.  He 
knew  that  some  parents  were  against  the  study  of  Italian,  and  believed  that  St. 
Ignatius'  College  was  preferred  to  other  establishments,  owing  to  the  facilities  exist- 
ing in  that  college  for  learning  English.  No.  16  could  state  nothing  very  positively 
as  to  English  instruction.  The  boys  prepared  their  Italian  lessons  more  or  less  well, 
according  to  the  time  at  their  disposal.  No  17  gave  his  sons  an  English  education, 
which  he  considered  of  paramount  importance ;  according  to  this  witness,  if  a  Maltese 
desired  to  learn  any  language  besides  his  own,  preference  should  be  given  to  English. 
As  matters  stood,  next  to  English  he  would  prefer  French  and  German  to  Italian. 
No.  18  said  that,  from  commercial  experience,  ne  could  state  that  English  and  Italian 
were  of  equal  utility.  Italian  was  more  useful  to  people  trading  with  Mediterranean 
Dorts,  and  Enpflish  to  those  trading  with  Great  Britain.  No  19  thought  that  only  one 
language  should  be  taught  at  first,  namely,  English.  No  20  had  nothing  to  say  against 
the  pari  passu  system,  but  only  against  the  system  of  instruction.  No.  21  preferred 
English  as  the  language  of  communication,  without,  however,  setting  aside  the  Italian,, 
as  both  languages  were  necessary  to  the  Maltese,  in  order  to  show  some  superiority 
over  other  people.  He  was  of  opinion  that  both  languages  could  be  adequately  learnt 
at  the  same  time.  This  is  a  precis  of  the  twenty-one  witnesses  that  came  before  that 
commission,  and  the  hon.  member  representing  the  Third  District,  who  was  not 
present,  and  appears  to  quote  from  hearsay,  was  not,  therefore,  correct  in  stating 
that  there  was  a  vast  number  of  witnesses  before  this  commission,  who  were  pre- 
nonderatin^Ty  in  favour  of  the  Italian  language.  The  witnesses  were  m  favour  of 
nothing  of  the  sort:  they  were,  on  the  whole,  in  favour,  not  of  Italian,  but  of  English. 
The  hon.  member  also  referred  to  a  previous  committee — a  sub-committee  of  the  late 
disestablished  Senate — which  had  undertaken  to  enquire  into  this  question.  That 
sub-committee  visited  several  of  the  elementary  schools  and  asked  the  same  question. 
The  reply  obtained  was  that  the  vast  number  of  the  children  were  in  favour  of  English 
and  not  of  Italian.  That  sub-committee  was  so  astonished  with  the  strong  current  of 
opinion  in  favour  of  English  that  they  could  hardly  believe  their  ears;  and  they 
proceeded  to  check  and  to  confirm  what  they  heard,  and  the  results  were  increasincrly 
favourable.  This  can  be  testified  to  by  the  ?chool-masters  who  were  present.  The 
hon.  member  opposite  ha«  made  political  capital  out  of  the  supposed  weight  of  the 
arsrument  that  certain  students  of  Physics  on  one  occasion  emitted  a  contrarv  ooin^'on 
and  that  half  a  dozen  students  of  Architecture  wished  to  be  taught  Geometry  in  Italian: 
and  not  in  English,  when  they  had  previously  learnt  Algebra  and  Arithmetic  in- 
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English.  I  am  sorry,  Sir,  that  anything  so  absurd  should  have  been  brought  forward 
as  an  argument,  because  the  idea  of  people  wanting  to  learn  Geometry  or  higher 
Mathematics  in  Italian,  when  they  had  been  taught  the  rudiments  of  the  Science,  and 
of  Arithmetic  and  of  Aljgebra  in  Enghsh,  is  too  preposterous  to  be  accepted  by  any- 
body who  knows  the  ditference  between  a  square  peg  and  a  round  hole.  But  it 
matters  httle  to  the  policy  which  the  Government  is  following  whether  a  few  students 
of  Physics  or  of  Architecture  have  been  in  favour  of  Italian.  It  does  not  upset  tne 
system  which  the  Government  has  adopted  because  that  system  starts  on  hard  founda- 
tions, from  the  bottom.  The  Government  only  relies  upon  the  opinion  of  those  who 
are  beginning  their  studies  now,  and  at  present  we  have  in  Malta  99  per  cent,  of  the 
children  in  tne  elementary  schools  who  have  chosen  English  as  their  language  of 
education.  When  the  select  few  of  these  children — that  is,  those  who  do  not  go 
back  to  the  fields,  and  to  the  plough,  or  to  the  smithy  at  the  age  of  ten  or  twelve- 
reach  the  Lyceum,  then.  Sir,  will  it  be  relevant  to  know  what  the  choice  will  be  on 
the  part  of  the  students  of  Physics,  and  when  that  stage  is  reached,  it  will  not  be  a 
question  of  99.9  per  cent.,  but  of  99.999  ...  to  infinity;  that  will,  I  think,  in 
Ihe  near  future,  be  the  ratio.  And  this  leads  me  to  impart  a  warning  to  the  hon. 
member  opposite,  and  that  warning  is,  that  Italian  will,  ere  long,  have  to  become  an 
optional  subject  in  the  Lyceum,  because  it  will  be  cruel  to  expect  the  growing  genera- 
tion of  those  who  will  Be  lights  of  the  Bar  in  1914,  and  who,  in  the  natural  course 
of  events,  will  be  called  upon  to  administer  the  law  in  English,  it  will  be  cruel.  Sir, 
to  force  these  rising  students  to  learn  Italian,  when  that  language  will  be  to  them 
about  as  useful,  if  not  less,  as  French  is  for  the  present  generation  of  advocates.  In 
the  next  plaoe.  Sir,  the  hon.  member  opposite  has  referred  to  the  "  Corpo  Legale.** 
I  am  really  surprised  that  after  the  egregious  failure  to  evoke  a  respectable  agitation 
in  favour  of  Italian,  the  political  wirepullers,  after  the  failure  to  get  up  anything 
like  a  commotion  on  the  occasion  of  the  recent  trials  of  English  prisoners  conducted 
in  open  Court  in  the  English  language,  I  am  astonished,  Sir,  that  the  hon.  member 
opposite  should  again  appeal  at  all  to  the  legal  body.  The  trials  lately  conducted 
in  English  have  reflected  great  honour  on  the  Bench  and  on  the  Bar,  and  have  furnished 
a  magnificent  example  of  the  loyalty,  ability,  and  devotion  to  public  duty  of  all  the 
public  ofiicials  connected  with  our  law  courts.  Those  trials  have  come  off  without  a 
Qitch.  As  a  further  proof  thereof  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  most  learned  and 
accomplished  cultivator  of  the  Italian  language,  and,  therefore,  presumably  the  least 
sympathetic  exponent  of  English  legal  diction,  need  no  longer  hesitate  to  conduct 
such  trials  on  behalf  of  the  Government.  Those  who  have,  successfully  and  to  their 
credit,  faced  and  defied  all  the  prejudice  of  fanaticism,  perhaps  never  thought  that 
the  new  system  would  have  proved  so  successful.  And  if.  Sir,  within  a  few  months 
of  the  pubhcation  of  the  Order  in  Council,  so  great  a  success  has  been  achieved,  I 
think  I  may  fairly  prophesy  that  before  another  five  or  six  years,  certainly  before 
the  Order  in  Council  comes  into  operation,  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  get  lawyers  of 
ability  to  talk  Italian  in  our  Courts.  The  progress  made  m  these  few  months  has 
been  so  great,  that  if  it  continues  in  the  same  arithmetical  progression,  intelligible 
Italian  will  be  banished  from  our  Courts  long  before  the  expiration  of  fifteen  years. 
Of  course,  that  arithmetical  progression  is  not  to  be  expected;  some  curious  curve 
will  take  its  place.  But  it  is  a  positive  fact,  which  cannot  be  gainsaid,  that  no  trouble 
has  come  and  will  come  from  the  change.  The  hon.  member  representing  the  Third 
District  has  also  referred  to  the  opinion  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Sir,  I  really 
do  not  know  what  comfort  can  be  gathered  by  him  from  that  direction.  The  Chamber 
of  Commerce  very  properly  accompanies  its  letters  to  the  Government  with  an  English 
translation,  because,  as  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  commercial  community,  the 
members  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  are,  above  all  things,  eminently  practical,  and 
do  not  expect  their  productions  to  be  read  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  and 
perhaps  even  by  a  Chief  Secretary,  unless  they  are  written  in  English,  the  official 
language  of  the  administration,  or  are  accompanied  by  a  translation.  The  clerks  of 
my  office  have  sufficient  work  to  take  up  more  than  their  whole  time,  and  they  cannot 
be  required  to  collate  originals  with  translations.  If  the  translation,  which  is  read 
and  which  alone  receives  attention,  is  accompanied  by  the  origmal,  I  suppose  it  is 
either  a  supererogation  of  accuracy,  or  a  sacrifice  of  time  to  political  considerations,  in 
order  to  avoid  falling  between  two  stools,  and  to  endeavour  to  be  friends  with  every- 
body, for  which  no  one  will  blame  commercial  people.  I  fail  to  grasp  any  othef 
reason  why  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  should  have  been  referred  to  at  all  in  this 
question.    It  is,  nevertheless,  well  known  that  the  Borsa  have  excluded  from  their 
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rooflis  a  oe^tai^  ixewspaper,  and  that  they  have  repeatedly  done  so,  and  that  numerous 
intrigues  were  attempted  for  its  req^dmission,  ana  that  this  exclusion  was  due  to  the 
fact  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  members,  that  newspaper  had  given  vent  to  feelings 
of  extreme  anti-English  hatred,  and  to  the  disgraceful  ^n  of  fomenting  race  hatred, 
and  to  excessive  laudation  of  the  use  of  foreign  languages  to  the  prejudge  of  Maltese 
and  English  and  excessive  vituperation  of  the  importance  of  English.     Therefore,  as 
far  as  1  know,  the  appeal  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  member  (Mr.  Azzopardi)  to  the 
opinion  of  the  commercial  conmiunity  was  quite  out  of  place,  as  the  commercial  com- 
munity has  done  nothing  to  show  preference  for  Italian  as  tlie  second  language  which 
should  be  chosen  by  the  children  of  the  elementary  schools  on  reaching  the  Third 
Standard.     With  reference  to  the  elections,  the  hon.  member  plumes  himself  with 
the  statement  that  there  has  been  no  election  within  the  last  twenty  years  in  which 
any  candidae  has  not  been  in  favour  of  the  Italian  language.    On  this  point.  Sir,  I 
believe  the  hon.  member  is  deceiving  himself  by  propouncfing  a  general  proposition 
which  can  be  confuted  by  citine  one  only  case  to  the  contrary,  and  he  is  d-eceiving 
himself  from  a  lack  of  political  analysis  of  artificial  conditions  which  he  has  only 
considered  superficially.     There  have  been  lately  but  few  contested  elections,  and 
many  uncontested  elections ;  on  many  occasions  anybody  could  have  got  in  who  chose 
to  take  enough  trouble  to  get  himself  nominated  as  a  candidate.    I  need  only  men- 
tion the  case  of  Dr.  Salvatore  Grech,  who  was  elected  uncontested  to  this  Council 
to  represent  the  class  of  ecclesiastics,  although  he  was  no  priest  and  no  lover  of 
Italian,  to  destroy  the  absurd  political  importance  which  is  alleged  to-day  in  regard 
to  recent  elections  as  having  been  all  in  favour  of  Italian.     Like  Dr.  Grech,  anybody 
might  have  been  sent  to  this  Council  on  other  occasions  wifhout  any  concern  m  the 
choice  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  electors.     But,  Sir,  there  is  a  lesson  of  far 
deeper  importance  to  be  gathered  from  this  question  and  from  the  increasing  number 
of  uncontested  elections.     The  reason  why  so  many  elections  are  uncontested  is,  that 
the  vast  majority  of  the  most  able  and  intelligent  of  the  electors  are  in  favour  of  the 
English  language,  and  trust  the  Government  to  stick  to  its  decision,  but  there  is  some 
occult  reason  which  prevents  many  open-minded  candidates  from  trying  to  get  into 
this  Council  without  compromising  with  their  political  opinions,  because  if  they  were 
to  speak  according  to  their  hearts  and  in  accordance  with  their  convictions,  almost 
every  candidate,  with  the  exception  of  those  present,  would  say  that  English  is  what 
is  wanted  and  asked  for  by  the  inmost  feelings  of  99.9999    ...  of  the  fathers  of 
the  children  of  Malta.    But  if  they  were  to  speak  out.  Sir,  they  would  be  abused, 
as  traitors ;  their  grandfathers  would  be  abused,  their  wives  or  their  daughters,  and 
those  dearest  to  them  would  not  be  spared,  by  that  mysterious  power  which  keep9 
awav  from  the  Council  some  capable  and  intelligent  representatives  of  the  peopld 
of  the  same  way  of  thinking  as  the  majority  of  these  parents.    Sir,  this  may  or  may 
not  be  the  case ;  but  the  fact  is  that  the  number  of  uncontested  elections  is  increasing 
out  of  proportion  with  the  requirements  of  free  debate,  and  must  be  due  to  some 
cause  which  calls  for  analysis.     The  return  of  Dr.  Grech  does  not  call  for  analysis; 
but  it  altogether  upsets  the  contention  of  the  hon.  member  that  at  no  election,  foi? 
the  last  20  years,  has  any  candidate  been  returned  who  was  not  an  opponent  of  the 
English  language  and  in  favour  of  Italian.    The  fact  is.  Sir,  that  there  have  been 
numerous  elections  in  which  candidates  have  been  elected  without  being  known  to 
the  electors,  and  altogether  apart  from  any  convictions  or  opinions  which  they  might 
have  held.    A  reference  has  been  made  to  the  condition  of  politics  in  Malta,  when 
I  had  the  honour  to  sit  in  this  Council  as  an  elected  member.     Sir,  it  is  true  that 
I  was  then  of  opinion  that  the  pari  passu  system,  with  regard  to  the  Italian  and 
English  languages,  was  sound,  and  that  it  was  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the 
majority  of  the  people.     I  do  not  deny  the  fact;  that  was  then  my  opinion;  whether 
it  was  right  or  wrong  it  is  immaterial  to  argue  now,  after  twenty  years  of  progreesJ 
But  with  regard  to  tfiat  opinion,  I  subsequently  foimd  myself  in  the  position  whicb 
the  hon.  member  representing  the  graduates  of  the  University  and  the  hon.  member 
representing  the  Eighth  District  assume  to-day.    Both  these  hon.  members  have 
stated  that  if  this  enquiry  proves  that  their  electoral  pledges  do  not  any  longer 
represent  the  views  of  the  majority  of  the  fathers  of  the  cEildren  of  the  elementary 
schools,  they  will  give  up  agitating.    For  having  had  the  courage  to  change  my  views 
before  them,  both  these  hon.  members  have  thought  fit  to  insult  me  without  measfure 
in  this  Council  by  calling  me  a  person  who  had  treacherously  betrayed  his  political 
opinions.   To-day,  Sir,  these  gentlemen  say  that  they  also,  Under  certain  conditions,  are 
prepared  to  drop  stronger  and  more  explicit  political  convictions.    If  I  have  been  earlier 
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in  the  so-called  betrayal  of  tJbose  convictioBS,  it  may  be  due  to  my  stupidity  or  to  my 
want  of  stupidity,  but  I  am  at  last  in  the  same  boat  with  these  hon.  members,    l 
do  not,  however,  wish  to  remain  in  the  same  boat  with  them ;  it  is  necessary  for  me 
to  come  to  their  assistance  in  acting  up  to  my  new  convictions.     Sir,  before  closing 
this  discussion,  I  beg  leave  to  point  out  that  according  to  the  fundamental  principles 
of  constitutional  government,  legislative  acts  have  a  binding  eflEect  on  those  who 
oome  afterwards  until  they  are  altered  or  repealed.    Resolutions  of  the  Council  apply 
strictly  speaking  only  for  the  session  or  for  the  legislature  m  which  they  are  passed,, 
from  which  it  is  fair  bo  argue  that  the  political  opinions  and  programmes  of  indepen- 
dent and  intelligent  members  of  Council  do  not  bind  them  individually  or  to  their 
electors  beyond  the  session  for  which  hon.  members  are  from  time  to  time  elected. 
It  nas  happened  all  over  the  world,  and  particularly  in  England,  that  a  member  of 
Parliament  occasionally  does  not  present  himself  for  re-election,  because  he  has 
changed  his  opinions  since  his  election.     It  is  only  in  countries  where  freedom  of 
political  thougnt  has  been  supplanted  by  a  degraded  and  servile  following  of  a  third 
party,  and  where  the  fear  of  abuse  supplants  individual  judgment,  that  it  is  attempted 
to  debar  the  representatives  of  the  people  from  some  rational  liberty  in  drafting  new 
political  prograomies  to  fit  new  times.    At  the  last  general  election  we  witnessed  a 
scandal  without  parallel  in  our  political  history ;  all  but  one  of  the  elected  members 
signed  no  political  programme  of  their  own  for  public  information;   they  simply 
seemed  to  refer  to  some  former  dictum  on  the  supposition  that  on  the  political  ques- 
tion of  the  day  the  electorate  knew  everything,  remembered  everything,  or  could 
learn  nothing.     Sir,  I  have  ventured  on  this  digression  because  I  have,  on  many 
recent  occasions,  listened  with  patience  and  in  silence  to  personal  attacks  to  which 
I  should  not  be  subjected,  but  to  which  I  have  listened  with  extreme  forbearance, 
because  they  were  so  obviously  futile.    I  have  to-day  spoken  fully  and  at  some  length 
on  this  point  because  an  hon.  member  who  has  declared  Himself,  for  the  first  time,, 
open  to  conviction  on  the  language  question,  has  come  forth,  as  it  were,  like  some 
dove  coming  out  of  a  sealed  ark  with  a  sprig  of  olive.    The  Council  has,  in  fact,  heard 
two  hon.  members  promise  that  they  will  be  open  to  conviction  on  the  very  founda- 
tions of  heretofore  crystallized  political  fanaticism.    A  reference  has  also  been  made 
to  the  personage  who  was  a  member  of  this  Council,  and  who  used  to  occupy  the 
seat  now  occupied  by  the  hon.  member  representing  the  Third  District,  and  it  has 
been  stated  that  he  also  was  a  supporter  of  Italian  rather  than  of  English.    I  think 
I  might  try  to  defend  that  ex  hon.  member  in  his  absence.     He  has  been  accused^ 
falsely,  I  think,  of  being  now  of  opinion  that  Italian  should  be  the  dominant  language 
of  education  in  Malta.    But  that  gentleman  may  have  just  as  likely  retired  from 
public  life  because  he  saw  the  errors  of  his  ways  in  having  been  dragged,  in  the  heat 
of  debate,  to  conmiit  himself  to  such  an  imreal  opinion,  and  he  has  now  been  followed 
in  his  conversion  by  the  two  ion.  members  on  this  side  of  the  House  (Dr.  Bonnici 
and  Mr.  Semini),  and  will, 'I  hope,  veiy  soon  be  followed  by  everybody  in  this 
Council,  because  99.999    ....  of  the  children  of  the  future  and  of  the  leaders  of 
the  future  will  be  of  one  opinion  on  this  language  question.     The  hon.  member  (Mr. 
Azzopardi)  has  talked  of  "noi,**  "noi**  meaning  the  elected  members.    He  would 
have  been  better  advised  had  he  spoken  with  more  reserve  as  a  single  member,  because 
he  spoke  as  one  who  was  not  open  to  conversion,  whilst  the  two  other  members  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  having  spoken  in  the  same  uncompromising  tone  as  he  has 
done,  nevertheless,  both  ended  by  declaring  that  they  were,  on  the  contrary,  open  to 
conversion.     He  has  not  been  elected  formally  as  the  leader  of  the  elected  bench, 
although  he  may  think,  as  I  think,  that  he  is  the  de  facto  leader.     He  concluded 
his  speech  by  stating  that  he  desired  to  institute  this  enquiry  to  give  the  Government 
*un  certificato  di  mala  fede,**  and  he  considers  that  the  procedure  which  he  has 
asked  the  Council  to  adopt  is  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  and  with  precedent. 
But,  Sir,  that  is  not  the  case,  and  it  would  have  been  more  correct  if  the  hon.  member 
had  stated  that  the  procedure  suggested  bv  him  is  in  accordance  with  the  letter  of 
the  law,  but  is  without  any  precedent,  and  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of 
parliamentary  procedure.    Although  the  hon.  member  has  been  pleased  to  describe 
me  as  the  mainspring:  of  a  gang  of  hypocrites,  I  wish  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  hon." 
member  i^  he  sincerely  desires  a  practical  and  serious  enquiry  on  this  question     The 
Government  has  absolutely  no  interest  whatever  in  thwarting  or  frustrating  an 
enquiry  into  this  subject,  but  we  will  be  no  parties  to  an  incomplete  and  misleading 
collection  of  ea^  parte  evidence.     I  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  to  the  future  repu- 
tation of  the  hon.  member,  if  he  wants  a  real  enquiry,  and  not  a  bogus  enquiry,  to 
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listen  with  an  open  mind^  to  the  very  important  considerations  of  procedure  which  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  to  this  Council.  It  the  hon.  member  wishes  to  arrive  at  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  he  should  have  more  respect  for 
precedents,  he  should  follow  the  interpretation  of  the  law  established  by  usage,  and 
agree  to  a  select  committee,  and  not  drag  his  majority  to  vote  for  a  general  com- 
mittee. K  the  hon.  members  forming  a  majority  of  this  Council  were  to  insist  upon' 
the  consideration  of  this  question  in  general  committee,  they  would  be  giving  grounxis 
for  some  suspicion  of  havmg  propos^  the  question  in  such  a  form  in  the  hope  that 
such  a  form  of  inquiry  would  have  to  be  vetoed ;  and  the  tenor  of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  member  opposite  lends  some  colour  to  that  suspicion.  I  ask :  how  can  this 
question  be  inquired  into  by  a  general  committee  without  overstraining  all  the  forms 
of  procedure,  supposing  this  motion  is  carried  and  the  President  leaves  the  chair  1 
What  will  happen?  Who  is  the  first  witness  to  be  caUeJ?  -What  would  be  the 
procedure  to  be  followed  after  an  adjournment?  Should  we  begin  afresh?  How 
long  are  we  to  sit  without  a  break?  If  we  sit  till  midnight,  what  would  be  the  result? 
Shall  we  not  have  to  begin  again,  with  a  new  motion,  and  new  speeches,  after  a  new 
order  of  the  day,  and  on  five  days'  notice  required?  As  the  hon.  member  belongs 
to  the  legal  profession,  I  might  ask  whether  he  think  it  conducive  to  the  discovery  of 
truth  for  witnesses  to  be  examined  before  a  gallery?  Is  it  regular  for  witnesses  to 
be  examined  in  the  presence  of  other  persons  who  may  be  called  as  witnesses  after- 
wards ?  I  am  afraid  nothing  could  be  contrived  better  calculated  to  make  the  whole 
enquiry  appear  unsound.  The  Government  would  be  no  party  to  any  such  manipu- 
lation, or  to  any  such  tactics,  except  upon  fair  warning,  which  will  make  the  hon. 
member  and  those  who  follow  him  fully  and  completely  responsible  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  choose  to  defeat  the  ends  they  profess  to  have  at  heart,  to  defy  the 
rules  of  evidence,  and  to  contort  the  rules  regulating  the  procedure  of  this  Coimcil. 
But  if  common  sense  does  not  prevail,  nevertheless,  every  facility  will  be  afforded' 
by  Government  in  bowing  to  the  majority.  The  witnesses  have  been  directed  to 
attend;  but  if  the  Director  of  the  Elementary  Schools  and  the  principal  teachers  are 
to  be  examined  to-day,  it  will  be  my  duty  to  make  use  of  my  right  as  an  individual 
member  of  this  Council  and  to  request  that  strangers  should  .withdraw,  because  that 
is  the  more  correct  arrangement  under  which  evidence  can  be  recorded  with  the 
appearance  of  judicial  seriousness  as  contradistinguished  from  political  wirepulling 
and  preconceived  conclusions.  I  need  hardly  refer  to  the  speeches  of  the  hon.  repre- 
sentative of  the  graduates  of  the  University  and  the  other  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Darmanin)  opposite.  They  contained  references  to  "mezzi  poco  lodevoli,"  "doppi- 
ezza,"  and  are  full  of  insinuations  which  the  hon.  members  made  no  attempt  to 
prove,  and  which  are,  therefore,  to  be  taken  simply  as  facetious  rhetorical  embellish- 
ments. I  will  conclude  by  moving  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite,  which  has  for  its  object  the  reference  of  this  question  to  a  select 
committee  instead  of  a  general  committee.  This  Council  cannot  sit  every  day. 
In  the  House  of  Commons  we  have  seen  witnesses  called  to  the  Bar  in  a  general 
committee  to  make  a  statement;  but  it  would  be  abnormal  for  a  committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  enter  upon  an  enquiry  of  this  sort.  The  procedure  suggested  is 
utterly  unsuited,  and  it  is  unprecedented.  And,  I  believe,  very  grave  responsibility 
lies  upon  anybody  who  proposes  it  except  it  has  been  suggested  in  the  nope  of  its 
'being  vetoed.  (Dr.  Mizzi :  Speriamo  che  non  *sark  vetata.)  Sir,  I  beg  to  move  the 
following  amendment :  "  That  the  words  '  questo  Consiglio  si  costituisca  in  Comitatd 
Generale  per  inouirire  suUa  opinione  che  si  pretende  sia  stata  expressa  *  be  cancelled 
therefrom,  and  that  the  followingf  words  be  substituted  therefor:  'sia  nominate  un 
Comitate  Speciale  di  questo  Consiglio  per  inquirire  e  relatare  sullk  opinione  data.'  ** 


No.  28. 

Governor  Sra  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  March  4, 1901.) 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  February  28,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that,  on  the  12th  December  last,  the  Council  of 
Government  was  asked  to  vote  a  sum  of  £140  for  providing  a  site  at  Zurrico,  in  order 
to  build  thereon  a  school  to  meet  an  urgent  want  felt  in  that  village. 
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2.  The  premises  rented  at  present  and  used  as  a  school  are  not  large  enough  to 
properly  accommodate  the  children  who  frequent  the  school;  and  there  are,  besides, 
over  100  girls  and  72  boys  who  are  seeking  admission,  which  must  be  refused  to  them. 

3.  Eight  of  the  Elected  Members  rejected  the  vote  for  the  acquisition  of  the  site, 
as  appears  from  a  copy  of  the  Council  Resolutions  and  from  the  Debates,*  which  I  beg 
to  enclose.    A  Resolution  for  the  building  of  the  school  itself  at  Zurrico,  by  private 

Earties,  was  before  the  Council  at  the  previous  meeting,  and  the  discussion  tnereon 
ad  been  adjourned  at  the  request  of  the  Elected  Members.  The  discussion  was 
resumed  on  tne  12th  December  (the  day  on  which  the  vote  for  the  site  on  which  the 
school  was  to  be  built  was  rejected),  and  the  Resolution,  a  copy  of  wHich  I  beg  to 
transmit  here^dth,  was  unanimously  agreed  to  at  that  same  sitting.. 

4.  Although  the  Council  voted  the  Resolution  for  the  bmlding  of  the  school- 
house  in  question,  no  steps  can  be  taken  to  give  effect  to  that  decision.  Because  the 
Government  cannot  repropose  the  vote  for  the  cost  of  the  site  except  at  some  future 
date  in  another  Session. 

5.  Meanwhile,  the  considerable  number  of  children  seeking  admission  to  the 
Zurrico  School  will  have  to  be  deprived  of  the  elementary  instruction  to  which  they 
have  as  much  right  as  the  other  children  who  axe  receiving  such  gratuitous  instruction. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  28. 

43*  Estimo  Supplementario  pel   1900. 

Che  dalla  somma  di  £8,166  5s.  Od.,  Capo  21,  Lavori  Pubblici  Straordinarj,  sia 
dedotta  la  sonmia  di  £140,  costo  di  un  sito  per  una  Scuola  al  Zurrico. 

Aw.  Fort.  Mizzi. 
Passed  by  division. 

W.  Casolani, 

Clerk  to  the  Council', 

December  12,  1900. 


(Iranslation.) 

43rd  Supplementary  Estimate  for  1900. 

That  from  the  smn  of  £8,166  5s.  Od.,  under  head  21,  Public  Works  Extraordinary, 
the  sum  of  £140,  cost  of  a  site  for  a  School  at  Zurrico,  be  deducted. 

Aw.  FoBT.  Mizzi. 
Passed  bydivision. 

W.  Casolani, 

Clerk  to  the  Council*, 

December  12,  1900. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  28. 


The  undersigned  gives  notice  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  of  Govern- 
ment he  vnll  move  the  follovring  Resolution : — 

Resolved : 

That  the  Council  approves  of  the  payment  of  rent,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  4  per 
cent,  on  the  cost  of  the  building,  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government,  for 
a  school  to  be  erected  at  Casal  Zurrico,  by  private  parties,  on  a  site  to  be  provided  by 

•  Not  printed. 
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the.  Grovemment,  and  on  a  plan  prepared  by  the  Public  Works  Department,  at  a  cost 
not  exceeding  £1|950. 

G.  Strigxlamd. 
Agreed  to, 

W,  Casolani, 

Clerk  to  the  Council, 

December  12,  1900. 


No.  29. 

GovERNOfe  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  March  11,  1901.) 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  March  6, 1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  at  the  sitting  held  on  the  20th  of  February 
two  Resolutions,  of  which  copies  are  enclosed,  were  proposed  and  carried  By  a  majority 
of  the  Elected  Members,  whereby  the  funds  available  for  canning  on  the  service  of 
the  University  and  Lyceum,  and  of  the  Elementary  Schools,  duni^  the  period  between 
the  1st  instant  and  the  31st  of  December,  1901,  have  been  reduced  respectively  by 
£668  5s.  8d.  and  £1,000. 

2.  Dr.  Mizzi  stated,  in  the  course  of  the  Debate,  that  this  step  was  taken  as  a 
protest  because  the  Elected  Members  were  not  allowed  to  legislate  with  the  object 
of  establishing  the  Italian  language  as  the  medium  for  imparting  instruction  in  the 
Government  educational  establishments. 

3.  With  regard  to  the  reduction  affecting  the  University  and  Lyceum,  you  will 
observe  that  the  Government  has  been  deprived  of  the  funds  necessary  to  defray  the 
emoluments  of  the  teachers  in  classes  in  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Mizzi,  the  medium 
of  instruction  is  English. 

4.  With  regard  to  the  Elementary  Schools,  it  was  stated  by  Dr.  Mizzi  that  the 
reduction  was  proposed  in  a  lump  sum,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  staff  who  taught 
in  English  in  those  Schools  also  taught  in  Italian. 

5.  In  these  circumstances,  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  cause  directions  to  be  given 
in  the  terms  of  the  letters  of  which  copies  are  enclosed,  addressed  respectively  to  the 
Director  of  Education  and  the  Inspector  of  Elementary  Schools. 

6.  I  am  fully  uware  that  officers  on  the  Fixed  Establishment,  whose  emoluments 
have  been  withheld  as  above  stated,  may  seek  redress  by  taking  legal  proceedings 
against  the  Government. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Grovemor. 

Enclosure  1  in  No.  29. 
(Translation.) 

The  undersigned  proposes  that  from  the  sum  of  £7,264  12s.  10d.«,  proposed  to  be 
voted  under  head  14,  Education;  the  following  items  (University  and  Lyceum)  be 
deducted,  amounting  in  the  total  to  £668  5s.  8d.,  viz. : — 

for  the  Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Physics  (University). 

for  the  Professor  of  French. 

for  the  Professor  of  Geometry  and  Mechanics. 

for  the  Professor  of  Land  Surveying  and  Mathematics. 

for  the  Teacher  of  Arithmetic  and  Bookkeeping. 

to  Teacher  for  an  additional  class. 

for  the  Teacher  of  Arithmetic  and  Mathematics. 


in  which  classes  the  English  language  has  been  substituted  for  the  Italian, 

Aw.  FORTUNATO    MiZZI. 

Passed  by  division. 

Geo.  Borg  Cardona, 

Acting  Clerk  to  the  Coimcil, 
February  20,  1901. 


£  s. 

d. 

151  13 

4 

100  0 

0 

116  12 

4 

100  0 

0 

100  0 

0 

25  0 

0 

75  0 

0 

£668  6 

8 
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Enclosure  2  in  No.  29. 
(Translation.) 

The  undersigned  proposes. that  from  the  estimate  of  expenditure  for  the  Elemen- 
tary Schools,  amounting  to  £15,421,  the  sum  of  £1,000,  be  deducted,  as  a  protest 
against  the  veto  on  the  law  relative  to  Public  Instruction. 

Aw.  FOBTUNATO    MiZZI. 

Passed  by  division. 

Greo.  Borg  Cardona, 

Acting  Clerk  to  the  Council, 
February  20,  1901. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  29. 


Sm,  Chief  Secretary's  Ofl&ce,  Valletta,  February  28,  1901. 

I  AM  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  request  you  to  be  so  good  as 
to  communicate  to  the  students  of  the  Lyceimi,  who  frequent  the  classes  mentioned 
in  the  annexed  copy  of  a  Resolution,  which  was  passed  by  the  votes  of  all  the  Elected 
Members  of  the  Council  of  Government,  who  took  part  in  the  division  on  the  Educa- 
tion votes,  at  the  sitting  held  on  the  20tJi  instant,  that,  in  consequence  of  the  action 
of  the  Elected  Members  on  that  occasion.  His  Excellency  regrets  being  compelled  to 
-announce  to  them  that,  as  the  funds  required  for  paying  tne  teachers  concerned  during 
the  ensuing  ten  months  of  the  year  have  been  disallowed  by  the  Elected  Members,  those 
students  will  have  to  seek  from  private  tutors,  from  and  after  the  1st  of  March  next, 
jbt  their  own  expense,  the  tuition  hitherto  imparted  to  them  by  the  teachers  whose 
salaries  have  been  withheld. 


The  Honourable, 

The  Director  of  Education. 


I  have,  &c., 

G.  Strickland, 
Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 


Encbsure  4  in  No.  29. 

Sm,  Chief  Secretary's  Office,  Malta,  February  28,  1901. 

With  reference  to  the  Resolution  of  the  Council  of  Government,  of  which  a 
<5opy  is  attached,  I  am  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  express  his  deep 
regret  that  the  funds  necessary  for  payment  of  the  emoluments  due  to  the  gentlemen 
occupying  the  situations  will  not  be  available  from  the  1st  of  March,  in  consequence 
of  the  vote  of  eight  of  the  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  of  Government 

2.  His  Excellency  feels  convinced  that  in  justice  to  these  faithful  and  efficient 
public  servants,  the  Representatives  of  the  peoole  will  not  delay,  beyond  a  reasonable 
time,  the  revoting  of  the  balances  which  have  been  thus  disallowed. 

I  have,  &c., 

G.  Strickland, 
Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 
The  Honourable, 

The  Director  of  Education. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  29. 


Sm,  Chief  Secretary's  Office,  Malta,  February  28,  1901. 

I  AM  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  state,  for  your  information  and 
mddance,  that  at  the  sitting  of  the  Council  of  Government,  wmch  was  lEeld  on  the 
20th  instant,  when  the  expenditure  required  for  the  Elementary  Schools  Department 
for  the  ensuing  ten  months  of  the  current  year  was  presented  for  sanction,  the 
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Member  of  the  Tenth  District  proposed  a  Resolution,  a  copy  of  which  I  beg  to  enclose^ 
whereby  the  estimated  expenditure  for  that  Department  was  reduced  by  £1,000. 

2.  The  mover  of  the  Resolution  was,  unfortunately,  supported  by  eight  of  the 
other  Elected  Members  present,  and  the  whole  vote  of  £15,421  was  consequently 
reduced  to  £14,421. 

3.  I  am  now  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor  to  state  that,  with  a  view 
to  give  effect  to  this  Resolution  of  the  Council,  he  will-,  to  his  great  regret,  not  have 
means  at  his  disposal  from  the  1st  March  next  to  authorize  the  payment  of  more  t^aik 
93.52  per  cent,  of  the  -veil-deserved  salaries  of  all  the  employees  in  the  Department 
under  your  charge. 

Until  the  Elected  Members  may  be  pleased  to  vote  the  outstanding  balance^ 
6.48  per  cent,  of  such  monthly  emoluments  as  are  subject  to  the  vote  of  the  Council, 
His  Excellency  must  rely  on  the  devotion  of  the  Teaching  Staff  to  the  interests  oC 
their  pupils  to  bear  with  patience  this  financial  inconvenience. 

4.  His  Excellency  is  convinced  that  in  good  time  the  Elected  Members  willr 
in  justice  to  you  and  to  your  staff,  revote  the  amount  they  have  caused  to  be  with- 
held from  the  whole  smn  the  Council  was  asked  to  vote,  and  that  the  temporary^ 
inconvenience  and  loss  of  the  value  of  interest  on  the  balances  not  yet  authorized  can; 
best  be  remedied  by  an  appeal  to  the  Elected  Members. 

5.  I  am  further  directed  to  request  you  to  be  good  enough  to  communicate  the 
foregoing,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  all  Head  Teachers,  and,  through  them,  to  all  the 
Members  of  the  Teaching  Staff  in  the  Department  under  your  charge. 

I  have,  &c., 

G.  Strickland, 
Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 
The  Inspector  of  Elementary  Schools. 


No.  30. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  March  23,  1901.) 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  March  18,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  "  La  Gazzetta  di  Malta,'*  of  the 
12th  instant,  and  to  bring  to  your  notice  an  article,  headed  "  An  Appeal  to  the 
Maltese,*'  signed  by  Dr.  Fortmiato  Mizzi. 

2.  An  English  translation  of  the  article  is  also  enclosed.  The  appeal  is  typical 
of  other  publications  on  the  language  question  that  appear  now  and  then  in  the 
"^  Gazzetta  di  Malta,"  and  are  meant  to  revive  agitation  among  certain  classes  of  the 
population  by  the  misrepresentations  they  contain. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  30. 
From  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta,'*  of  the  12th  of  March,  1901. 

(Translation.) 

An  Appeal  to  the  Maltese. 
Maltese, 

I  WILL  to-day  continue  to  address  myself  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  language 
question,  to  recall  to  your  memory,  in  a  summary  manner,  the  principal  reasons  why 
it  behoves  us  to  resist  to  the  bitter  end  the  extreme  measures  to  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  resorting  in  order  to  compel  us  to  give  up  the  language  of  our  education  for 
the  sake  of  the  English  language. 

The  language  question  is  a  question  of  dignity,  of  liberty,  of  bread. 

Some  will  teU  you :  Set  aside  all  this  sentimentality  and  do  not  waste  your  time 
in  fighting  and  warming  your  blood  on  a  matter  which  can  only  touch  your  heart* 
But  what  can  these  fellows  be  that  talk  in  that  way?    Can  they  be  men  or  brutes? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


117 

AVhat  is  man  unless  he  have  a  sense  of  his  own  dignity?  And  what  sreater  outri^ 
can  be  offered  to  a  people  than  to  make  an  attempt  on  their  language  T  I  only  know 
of  one,  an  attempt  on  their  religion ;  but,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  the  next  great  out- 
rage is  to  make  an  attempt  on  their  language.  And  a  people  that  allow  sudi  an 
attempt  to  succeed,  without  making  every  possible  sacrifice  to  avert  that  disgrace, 
are  a  people  who  have  lost  all  sense  of  diginity. 

I  do  not  say  that  a  population  may  not  find  themselves  under  tne  necessity  of 
casting  away,  to  some  extent,  the  popular  dialect,  in  order  to  march  abreast  with  the 
progress  of  the  times,  and  not  to  fall  below  the  level  of  European  civilization;  and 
we  are  not  the  only  people  who,  with  that  laudable  object  in  view,  have  had  to  adopt 
two  languages,  the  one  for  the  use  of  the  learned  class,  the  other  for  familiar  conver- 
sation ;  ana  not  to  tire  you  by  quoting  many  instances,  I  will  only  remind  you  that 
in  the  Principality  of  Wales  the  familiar  language  is  not  the  English  tongue.  Never- 
theless, all  instruction  is  there  imparted  in  tne  English  language. 

With  us  what  is  familiarly  spoken  is  the  Maltese  dialect,  a  dialect  the  ground- 
work of  which  is  the  Phoenician,  but  which  has  undergone  so  many  alterations  that  a 
few  antique  remnants  axe  all  that  is  left  of  the  old  tongue.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Maltese  dialect  has  to  a  great  extent  appropriated  the  Arabic  style  of  diction,  in  the 
course  of  that  luckless  Saracen  domination,  and  this  idiom  could  only  remind  the 
Maltese  of  a  painful  and  ignominious  epoch  in  the  history  of  their  country. 

The  Maltese  having,  by  the  Grace  of  God  and  the  valour  of  Roger  of  Normandy, 
been  deUvered  from  the  Saracen  yoke,  our  forefathers  immediately  perceived  that  it 
was  necessary  for  them  to  bind  themselves  to  the  chariot  of  European  progress,  and 
for  purposes  of  instruction  and  for  use  in  cultivated  society,  they  adopted  the  Italian 
language,  which  was  then  in  its  youth ;  and  ever  since  the  Italian  language  has  not 
only  been  of  inestimable  advantage  to  Malta,  in  keeping  up  to  the  level  of  the  ever- 
growing civilization  of  Europe,  but  has  worked  itself  into  the  Maltese  dialect,  which 
to-day  has  become  more  Italian  than  Arabic. 

So  that,  if  the  Maltese  have  found  it  opportune,  for  the  common  advantage,  to 
flet  aside  their  familiar  dialect,  and  to  adopt  the  Italian  language,  they  have  done  so 
of  their  own  free  will,  and  not  under  any  compulsion  whatsoever,  they,  therefore, 
acted  like  free  and  wise  men,  who  provided  for  the  well-being  of  their  descendants. 
But  to-day  the  case  is  very  different;  to-day,  we  have  to  deal  with  a  Government 
whom  we  asked  into  our  own  house  to  defend  our  liberties,  a  Government  that 
solemnly  promised  to  defend  our  liberties  and  to  preserve  our  customs;  and  this 
Government,  that  for  a  hundred  years  has,  by  dint  of  its  might,  denied  us  our  liberties, 
is  to-day  trying  to  deprive  us  of  our  language  and  to  impose  its  own. 

Maltese, 

The  feeling  which  forms  the  safeguard  of  your  dignity  has  justly  rebelled  at 
this  attempt  of  the  Government.  You  have  now  been  fighting  for  twenty  years.  The 
might  of  the  Government  is,  no  doubt,  formidable,  and  the  Government  is  absolutely 
bent  on  crushing  you  therewith.  It  may  well  be  said  that  the  Government  offers  the 
final  battle  by  putting  you  imder  the  necessity  of  suffering  grave  sacrifices ;  but,  oh, 
Maltese,  do  not  as  yet  lose  heart.  Fight  on  and  offer  all  the  resistance  you  can.  May 
the  sense  of  your  national  dignity  be  rekindled,  it  will  overcome  all  obstacles.  It  is 
true  that  you  have  to  submit  to  some  sacrifice ;  but  you  must  either  bear  the  sacrifice, 
or  otherwise  sacrifice  yourselves  on  the  altar  of  English  egotism.  Because,  by  this 
time  you  ought  to  know  that  the  language  question  is,  in  the  mind  of  the  Gk)vemment, 
subordinate  to  another  and  a  greater  idea,  and  a  much  more  terrible  one  for  our  poor 
<5ountry. 

Malta  is  doomed  to  become  another  Gibraltar;  we  are  hastening  towards  this 
future  when  this  Island  will  be  turned  into  a  prison,  and  this  population  into  a  flock 
-of  slaves. 

Oh,  yes!  It  suffices  me  to  appeal  to  your  sentiment,  lend  no  ear  to  those  that 
advise  you  to  renounce  it;  it  can  yet  avert  your  ruin,  just  when  it  is  believed  that 
your  ruin  has  been  accomplished. 

Remember  that  the  men  who  advise  you  to  abandon  sentiment  are  the  very  same 
men  who  support  the  Government  in  destroying  public  education,  by  causing  children 
to  lose  their  best  years  bv  learning  Maltese,  and  by  thus  hindering  the  development 
of  their  intelligence,  which,  without  this  loss  of  time,  would  give  the  country  exquisite 
fruits  of  intellectuid  culture. 
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But  the  language  question  is  not  only  a  question  of  sentiment  and  of  f reedom»  it 
is  also  a  question  of  bread.  The  English  Government  wants  to  provide  an  opening  for 
Englishmen  here.  England  has  many  colonies,  and  she  also  has  a  vast  Indian  Empure ; 
but  her  Empire  and  her  colonies  are  too  distant,  and  their  climate  is  very  unfavourable, 
whilst  to  Englishmen  the  climate  of  Malta  is  delicious. 

As  soon  as  the  Enelish  langus^e  shall  be  installed  as  the  official  lan^age  you  will 
see  the  highest  posts  filled  by  Engushmen.  But  what  do  I  say,  the  '^  highest  posts  "? 
An  the  posts,  big  and  small,  shaU  be  occupied  by  Englishmen ;  and  if  you  have  eyes 
to  see  you  must  perceive  that  even  in  our  Police  there  are  already  several  English  faces, 
and  there  woula  have  been  many  more  if  Englishmen  did  not  get  drunk  so  often. 
The  Government  is  already  preparing  the  posts  for  Englislmien  by  augmenting 
salaries.  The  salary  of  the  Chief  Secretary  has  been  increased  by  £300,  that  of  the 
Judges  by  £100  each,  and  several  heads  of  departments  have  had  various  offices 
merged  into  one. 

Besides,  the  Government  endeavours  to  obtain  increases  of  salary  by  the  vote 
of  the  Elected  Members.  All  this  wealth  squeezed  out  of  Maltese  blood,  in  the  form 
of  present  and  future  taxes,  is  not  meant  for  you,  poor  Maltese.  "  Sic  vos  non  vobit 
niaificatis,  aves''  All  this  wealth,  squeezed  out  of  your  blood,  is  intended  to  nourish 
your  masters,  if  you  allow  your  masters  to  be  your  masters  beyond  what  is  r^ht. 
Your  sons  are  to  be  relegated  to  the  lowest  offices  in  the  service  oi  these  masters ;  l3aey 
will  only  get  the  bread  of  abasement,  and  they  will  curse  you  in  your  graves  if  you 
do  not,  no  matter  at  wjiat  sacrifice,  prevent  the  Government  from  substituting  the 
English  for  the  Italian  lan^age. 

So  far,  it  has  been  the  Italian  language  that  has  prevented  Englishmen  from 
eating  up  the  morsel  of  black  bread  which  is  all  that  is  left  to  us. 

Because,  you  must  well  understand  that  when  the  English  language  shall  become 
the  official  language  for  the  whole  Island,  EngUshmen  wm  always  speak  their  own 
tongue  better  than  any  Maltese,  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  sympathy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  preference  to  any  Maltese.  Let  this  barrier  be  knocKea  down,  and  you  will 
see  that  the  Maltese,  already  sufficiently  despised  in  their  own  house,  will  only  get 
the  crumbs  that  will  fall  from  English  tables. 

And  do  not  believe  that  England  is  too  rich  to  require  anything  from  Malta; 
owing  to  the  wretched  distribution  of  wealth  in  that  country,  her  middle  classes  are  as 
poor  as  her  lowest  classes.  About  twelve  years  ago  we  copied  from  the  English 
papers  the  news  that  for  a  post  of  £60  a  year  there  were  160,000  appBicants!  1  The 
English  population  has  since  augmented,  and  so  have  its  needs. 

Maltese, 

Do  not  believe  that  you  are  not  still  in  time  to  avert  what  you  are  threatened 
with.  The  usual  interested  people  are  telling  you  that  the  Government  has  already 
come  to  a  decision,  and  that  nothing  will  avail  you  to  bring  about  its  reversal;  but  it 
is  not  so.  The  Government  surrenders,  or  is  at  least  made  to  hesitate,  in  tiie  face 
of  a  compact  and  determined  opposition — and  this  is  the  only  redeeming  quality  of 
our  Government— and  it  is  not  by  any  means  due  to  the  local  officials,  or  to  the  officials 
of  Downing  Street,  but  to  ways  of  thought  in  England,  where  some  respect  is  still 
shown  to  public  opinion.  It  certainly  pays  the  Government  to  bring  pressure  to  bear 
on  this  language  question,  and  it  likewise  pays  the  people  of  England,  but  if  our 
opposition  be  strong  and  determined  the  Government  will  be  compelled  to  respect  it. 
Do  not  lose  heart  and  do  not  be  afraid,  fight  and  you  shall  win.  Right  is  with  us,  and 
God  shall  be  with  us. 

Don't  you  see  that  the  Government,  in  order  to  have  its  way,  is  compelled  to  make 
believe  that  its  conduct  is  in  conformity  with  the  will  of  the  people,  and  that  the 
Government  is  only  doing  what  the  people  desire  ?  You  well  know  that  titds  is  a  lie,, 
and  when  you  perceive  that  your  adversary  has  to  fall  back  upon  lies,  you  may  rest 
assured  that  his  conduct  requires  to  appear  justified,  that  he  desires  to  make  use  of 
your  name. 

Therefore,  resist  him,  and  by  so  doing,  give  him  the  lie. 

You  will  see  that  as  soon  as  you  will  tear  ofiE  your  adversary's  mask,  and  expose 
him  to  the  world  such  as  he  is,  he  will  be  paralyzed.  Chamberlain  and  his  principal 
satellite,  Strickland,  are  compromised,  because  their  amour  propre  compels  them  to 
support  their  own  decisions  as  far  as  they  can ;  but  Chamberlain  will  not  be  for  sdl 
eternity  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  nor  Strickland  Chief  Secretary  to  Govern- 
ment, "  per  omnia  secula  seculorum'*    Take  courage,  then,  be  bold! 
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Our  cause  is  a  just  one ;  God  is  with  us ;  we  have,  therefore,  excellent  reasons  to 
hope  for  victory. 

Aw.  F.  Mizzi. 

No.  31. 

Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  April  15,  1901.) 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  April  9,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  with  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  28th  Feb- 
ruary,* that  I  have  caused  a  warrant  of  advance  under  my  hand  to  be  issued,  authoriz- 
ing, provisionally,  the  expenditure  of  a  sum  of  £140,  required  for  the  acquisition  of 
a  site  whereon  to  build  the  Schoolhouse  at  Zurrico,  in  accordance  vnth  the  resolution 
passed  by  the  Council  of  Government  on  the  12th  December,  1900. 

2.  A  vote  to  cover  the  above  expenditure  will  be  duly  resubmitted  to  the  Council 
of  Grovernment  when  the  opportunity  will  present  itself. 

3.  As  the  Council  has  sanctioned  the  building  of  the  school,  at  the  cost  of  £1,950, 
I  do  not  think  the  work  should  be  stopped  on  the  disallowance  of  the  comparatively 
small  sum  of  £140. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor 


No.  32. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  April  15,  1901.) 

Sir,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  April,  10,  1901. 

In  compliance  with  the  Colonial  Regulations,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward 
herewith  copies  of  Resolutions  passed  at  an  open-air  meeting,  held  on  Easter  Sunday, 
to  protest  against  the  imposition  of  new  taxes,  and  the  prominence  which  has  recently 
been  given  to  the  English  language. 

2.  I  also  forward  herewith  a  copy  of  the  shorthand-writer's  report  of  the  speeches 
delivered  at  the  meeting,  and  some  photographs  that  were  taken  at  the  meeting. 

3.  Of  the  Elected  Members,  there  were  present  the  foUovring: — ^Dr.  Bonnici, 
Mr.  Sammut,  Dr.  PuUicino,  Mr.  Azzopardi,  Dr.  Cardona,  Mr.  Wettinger,  Mr.  Semini, 
Mr.  Cachia  Zammit,  and  Dr.  Mizzi. 

4.  It  appears  from  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta,"  the  organ  of  Dr.  Mizzi's  party,  that 
the  utmost  importance  was  attributed  to  the  success  of  this  meeting,  and  that  no  eflEort 
was  spared  to  make  it  a  success,  including  the  choice  of  Easter  Sunday  morning,  when 
large  crowds  of  disoccupied  people  are  likely  to  be  available. 

5.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  very  remarkable  that  apparently  less  than 
a  thousand  people  were  collected,  including  such  persons  as  stopped  along  the 
thoroughfare  from  mere  curiosity.  The  estimates  of  the  number  of  people  present, 
varying  from  2,000  to  10,000  are,  to  judge  from  the  photographs,  obviouslji 
exaggerated. 

6.  You  will  notice  from  the  report  of  the  shorthand-writers  that  when  the 
"  Noes  '*  were  called,  on  the  resolution  against  the  imposition  of  taxation,  many  of 
those  present  held  up  their  hands,  which  shows  that  many  of  those  present  belonged 
to  a  class  that  did  not  understand  the  procedure. 

7.  The  attempt  to  impart  a  religious  aspect  to  the  political  question,  by  suggest- 
ing that  the  introduction  of  the  English  language  would  be  followed  by  the  substitution 
of  a  Protestant,  instead  of  a  Roman  Catholic,  form  of  religion,  is  a  very  regrettable 
form  of  misrepresentation,  except  in  so  much  as  it  tends  to  show  that  tne  promoters 
of  this  agitation  are,  for  lack  of  public  interest  in  themselves,  being  driven  to  expedients 
so  extreme  as  to  discredit  the  movement. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor 


•  No.  28. 
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Enclosure  1  in  No.  32. 

(I'ranslation.) 

Resolved :  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Meeting,  it  is  not  necessary  nor  expecUent, 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  this  country,  to  raise  any  new  taxes,  and  that  the 
population  is  not  in  a  position  to  submit  to  further  burthens,  and  therefore  energetically 
opposes  the  imposition  of  new  taxes. 

Dr.  F.  SCEBERRAS, 

President. 
MoNS.  PANZAVBCcmA,  Cauon  I., 

Secretary. 
Porte  des  Bombes, 

April  7,  1901. 

(Translation.) 

Resolved :  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that,  whilst  the  spreading  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  English  language  would  be  useful  in  this  country,  the  substitu- 
tion of  that  language  for  the  Italian  Language,  besides  being  an  offence  to  the  national 
feelings  of  the  Maltese,  is  also  prejudiciau  to  the  political,  social,  and  material  interests 
of  this  population,  and  should  be  strongly  and  energetically  opposed  by  constitutional 
means. 

MoNS.  Panzavecchia,  Canon  I., 

Secretary. 

Dr.  F.  SCEBERRAS, 

President. 
Porte  des  Bombes, 

April  7,  1901. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  32. 


Mr.  Azzopardi  said :  Maltese,  this  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  I  have  the  pleasure 
to  address  in  public  on  the  affairs  of  the  country.  But  I  am  afraid  that  my  speech 
will  not  please  you,  because  my  remarks  will  be  directed  not  only  against  the  Govern- 
ment but  also  against  you.  I  confess  that  at  times  I  feel  ashamed  of  myself,  as  a 
Maltese,  to  see  the  Government  do  what  they  like  with  the  people — to  see  the 
Government  trample  on  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  encroach  on  their  liberties,  while 
the  people  of  Malta  look  on  quietly  and  indifferently,  as  if  their  interests  where  not 
^t  stake. 

Maltese,  what  have  you  become  ?  Are  you  rabbits  ?  When  savage  peoples  are 
oppressed  they  take  up*  arms  and  fight.  Not  long  ago  the  savage  tribes  of  Afnca  took 
up  arms  against  English  troops  because  the  English  Government  wanted  to  raise  a 
tax  on  their  huts.  The  Turks,  whom  we  generally  consider  to  be  ignorant  and  far 
behind  the  times,  know  how  to  conspire  and  prepare  revolutions.  We  have  the 
Russians,  who,  to-day,  are  rising  against  their  Government.  You  have  the  example 
of  the  Boers,  who,  because  Mr.  Chamberlain  (groans),  t^e  Minister  who  came  to  Malta 
to  insult  us,  wanted  to  encroach  on  their  rights,  have  declared  war  agamst  England. 
And  you,  Maltese,  are  the  only  people  who  never  move ;  you  have  not  even  the  courage 
to  cry.  Of  course,  we  do  not  expect  you  to  engage  in  conspiracies  or  make  revolutions. 
{Applause.)  No  one  expects  you  to  declare  war  against  England.  What  the  country 
expects  of  you  is,  that  when  you  are  oppressed  you  should  make  your  voice  heard, 
and  protest,  instead  of  tamely  submitting  to  everything  and  remaining  silent,  and 
thus  allowing  the  Government  to  say  that  your  representatives  are  mere  grumblers, 
and  that  you  are  satified  with  your  lot.  Do  you  know  what  the  Government  say? 
They  say  that  the  Elected  Members  only  are  not  satisfied  with  the  pre* 
sent  state  of  things.  Are  you  satisfied  with  what  is  being  done  against 
your  country?  (Loud  cries  of  "no.")  I  feel  ashamed  when  1  recall  to  mind 
what  our  forefathers  did  for  their  country.  They  even  fought  the  great  Napoleon 
(applause),  before  whose  troops  Europe,  and  I  might  say,  the  whole  world,  trembled. 
We,  their  descendants,  have  not  the  courage  to  sign  a  petition  drawn  up  in  favour 
of  the  cause  of  the  people.  Whenever  you  take  round  a  petition  and  try  to  collect  signa- 
tures, you  are  generally  told,  "  Bravo,  this  petition  is  very  good ;  it  vnXL  do  much  good 
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if  it  succeeds.  But  I  cannot  sign  it,  because  I  hold  a  grog-shop  licence,  or  because  I 
have  a  son  in  the  Government  Schools,  or  because  my  brother  is  employed  under 
Grovemment/'  Now,  these  are  mere  excuses.  I  myself  have  relatives  who  are  ia 
Government  employ;  there  are  children  in  my  famHy  who  attend  the  Government 
Schools.  And  yet  here  I  am,  and  I  speak  my  mind  as  to  the  affairs  of  the  country. 
The  Government  oppress  the  people  because  the  people  submit  to  everything;  but 
if  the  people  would  shake  off  their  torpor  and  come  forward  and  show  that  they  are 
against  the  Government,  and  that  they  do  not  mean  to  abandon  their  rights,  the 
Government  would  refrain  from  what  they  are  now  doing.     (Applause.) 

We  have  called  you  here  to-day  in  order  to  ask  you  whether  you  are  determined^ 
to  do  your  duty  and  protest  against  the  policy  of  Strickland  and  Chamberlain  ^oans), 
a  policy  which  has  reduced  tne  coimtry  to  a  state  of  misery  and  humiliation.  We 
have  simmioned  you  here  to  ask  you  whether  you  have  not  made  up  your  mind  to  do* 
your  duty,  and  to  protest  as  strongly  as  possible  against  the  policy  of  Strickland  and 
Chamberlain  (applause) ;  are  you  prepared  to  say  that  we  Maltese  are  prepared  not 
only  to  spill  our  blood,  but  also  to  lay  down  our  Uves  for  our  country  ?     (Applause.) 

Now,  at  this  meeting,  we  shall  speak  to  you  on  two  questions,  the  language- 
question  and  the  question  of  taxation.  You  will,  perhaps,  remember,  and  I  say 
perhaps,  because  it  seems  to  me  that  the  Maltese  very  easily  forget  the  past.  You 
will  remember  that  about  two  years  ago  the  Government  brought  before  the  Council, 
a  project  of  law  for  levying  new  taxes.  The  Elected  Members  of  the  Council  rejected 
tiiat  law;  but  the  Government,  setting  aside  the  opinions  of  the  Elected  Members, 
referred  the  matter  to  England,  and  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  pleased  to  pass  the  law 
himself,  and  imposed  those  taxes  on  the  people  of  Malta.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the- 
Maltese  people  did  not  move  a  finger  on  that  occasion,  although,  in  my  opinion,  that 
law  was  lUegal,  and  was  a  law  wluch  no  Minister  and  no  King  had  the  right  to 
impose,  because  nobody — be  he  Minister  or  Queen — ^has  any  right  to  dispose  oi  our 
money  (applause).  When  the  Government  saw  that  the  people  of  Malta  remained- 
quiet,  even  when  the  Government  laid  a  hand  on  their  pockets,  the  Government  took 
courage  and  proposed  a  fresh  law,  intended  to  raise  other  taxes  besides  those  tha^ 
have  been  imposed.  The  Elected  Members  declared  that,  according  to  their  pro- 
gramme, they  could  not  sanction  any  such  law,  and  asked  for  time  to  consult  their 
electors  as  to  whether  they  wanted  those  new  taxes.  You  know  what  the  result 
of  the  last  election  was.  The  present  Elected  Members  were  returned  uncontested, 
on  a  programme  opposed  to  all  further  taxation.  Now,  according  to  the  very  elements 
of  Constitutional  Government,  this  meant  that  the  people  of  Malta  had  declared 
against  new  taxes.  But  all  this  notwithstanding,  the  Government,  quite  regardless 
of  the  result  of  the  election,  regardless  of  the  opinion  of  the  electors,  and  of  the  opinion, 
of  the  people  in  general,  again  came  forward  with  a  new  project  of  taxation. 

What  are  the  taxes  now  proposed?  The  Government  propose  to  mcrease  the* 
taxes  on  wine ;  you  all  know  that  the  poorer  classes  drink  wine,  and  that  they  require 
a  glass  of  wine  because  they  have  to  work.  The  other  tax  is  a  tax  on  petroleum,, 
which  is  consumed  almost  entirely  by  the  poorer  classes,  for  the  rich  people  use  gas^ 
and  electric  light.  Then  there  is  to  be  a  tax  on  sugar  (groans),  a  tax  on  tobacco,  and 
a  tax  on  beer  (groans).  There  is  to  be  another  tax — an  increase  of  the  stamp  duty. 
You  all  know  what  the  stamp  duty  is ;  every  receipt  must  bear  a  stamp ;  every  con- 
tract, every  cheque,  must  bear  a  stamp  (a  voice :  Even  for  the  cesspit) ;  and  even  if' 
you  want  to  clean  your  cesspit  (laughter)  you  must  also  pay  stamp  duty.  By  these 
taxes  the  Government  expect  to  get  from  forty  thousand  to  fifty  thousand  pounds.  I 
think  if  this  law  is  passed,  the  Government  would  get  much  more  than  that — about 
sixty  thousand  or  eighty  thousand  pounds.  The  question  now  is,  are  these  taxes- 
necessary  ?  (Cries  of  "  no.")  The  Government  say  that  these  taxes  are  required 
(loud  cries  of  "  no  ")  for  carrying  out  certain  necessarj^  works,  such  as  drainage,  water 
works,  the  building  of  schools,  the  repair  of  streets,  and  so  forth.  Drainage  is,  nO' 
doubt,  a  good  thing,  and  so  is  a-  supply  of  good  water  necessary  from  a  hygienic  point 
of  view.  But  there  is  a  very  important  fact  which  proves  that  these  taxes  are  not 
necessary ;  and  that  fact  is  that  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Government,  in  a  recent  report 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  stated  that  from  the  taxes  which  were  imposed  two  years- 
ago  the  Government  expected  to  derive  £20,000  a  year,  and  from  the  stamp  duty 
about  £3,000.  These  two  sums  taken  together  make  up  £23,000  a  year.  Now„ 
according  to  a  law  passed  by  the  Council,  with  the  assent  of  the  Government,  the 
Government  are  precluded  from  spending  more  than  £15',000  a  year  upon  the  drainage 
works.  There  remains,  therefore,  a  balance  of  £13,000  that  could  be  dedicated  to 
the  water  works.    It  is  consequently  untrue  that  any  further  taxation  is  required. 
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(Applause).  Moreover,  the  ordinary  revenue  leaves  a  surplus  of  £6,000,  which  could 
be  utilized  for  such  works  as  may  become  necessary  in  the  course  of  the  year.  As 
regards  the  schools  which  the  Government  has  become  so  anxious  to  build,  I  would 
ask,  how  is  it  that  they  have  suddenly  become  so  extremely  anxious  to  provide  new 
schools  for  the  children  of  the  poor?  They  say  that  the  present  schoolhouses  are  not 
adapted  for  their  purpose  because  they  are  ill  lit,  small,  and  badly  ventilated.  But 
then,  I  would  ask,  if  you  are  so  anxious  about  the  health  of  the  poor,  why  do  you  allow 
them  to  live  in  dwellings  which  are  unfit  for  animals  ?  (Applause.)  But  the  proposed 
building  of  new  schools  is  only  another  excuse  put  fortJi  by  the  Government  in  order 
to  try  and  prove  that  more  taxation  is  required.  I  have  already  proved  that  this 
taxation  is  not  called  for,  but  there  is  another  argument  to  support  my  contention. 
Admitting  that  the  works  which  the  Government  propose  are  indispensably  required, 
which  they  are  not,  the  Government  could  not  be  able  to  carry  them  out  all  at  once, 
because  there  are  not  in  Malta  enough  workmen.  (Applause.)  It  was  the  Chief 
Secretary  himself  who  stated  in  the  Coimcil  last  year  that  the  Government  could  not 
find  enough  workmen  to  employ  on  the  works  the  Government  had  in  hand.  How 
then,  do  they  expect  to  find  the  workmen  wanted  to  carry  out  the  enormous  works, 
costing  £300,000  ?  This  is  another  reason  which  shows  that  the  Government  are  only 
trying  to  hoodwink  the  people.  But  granting  even  that  these  works  were  absolutely 
necessary,  and  that  they  could  be  carried  out  simultaneously,  are  the  people  of  Malta 
in  a  position  to  pay  these  taxes  ?  (Cries  of  "  no.")  The  poverty  which  exists  in  tiie 
country  is  known  to  all ;  if  you  go  to  the  Courts,  as  I  do,  every  day,  you  will  find  that 
a  great  number  of  cases  heard  are  summonses  for  payment  of  rent  or  for  payment  of 
debts  for  articles  of  food  supplied  on  credit.  Now,  if  so  many  people  cannot  pay  their 
rent  or  pay  for  their  food,  you  may  well  imagine  in  what  a  state  of  destitution  the 
country  must  be!  (Applause).  Then,  there  is  another  index  of  the  poverty  of  the 
coimtry,  the  Monte  di  Pietk.  Last  year  there  were  18,000  persons  who  pawned 
jewellery  at  the  Monte,  and  there  were  many  thousands  who  pawned  articles  of 
clothing,  and  many  more  who  pawned  their  under-clothing.  In  sa3dng  this,  I  am 
not  drawing  on  my  imagination,  I  am  quoting  the  statistics  of  the  Monte,  published 
by  the  Government.  Now,  if  the  state  of  the  country  is  such  as  I  have  described,  is 
it  right,  is  it  equitable,  to  impose  further  taxation  ?  (Loud  cries  of  "  no.^')  Never- 
theless, the  Government  would  like  to  burden  the  people  with  fresh  taxes  which, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Government,  would  yield  £50,000,  But  which  I  fully 
believe  would  produce  no  less  than  £80,000.  But  the  object  of  the  Government  is 
not,  to  my  mind,  merely  that  of  increasing  the  revenue  to  carry  out  certain  public 
works.  I  have  a  shrewd  suspicion  that  the  Government  have  an  ulterior  object  in 
view.  You  all  know  that  at  the  present  time  England  is  in  great  straits,  and  hints 
have  already  been  thrown  out  in  England  that  the  Colonies  are  expected  to  give 
financial  assistance.  The  object  of  the  Government  is,  I  believe,  to  increase  the  local 
revenue  in  order  that  when  Chamberlain  may  write  to  say  that  Malta  should  contri- 
bute its  quota,  like  the  other  Colonies,  they  may  be  able  to  send  out  some  £10,000  or 
£20,000.  We  are  already  contributing  £5,000  a  year  for  military  expenditure,  and 
£7,000  a  year  in  the  shape  of  drawback.  But  this  is  not  all.  The  Military  Authorities 
have  the  enjoyment  of  valuable  property  belonging  to  the  Maltese,  which  the  Military 
use  as  barracks,  palaces,  and  messes,  wherein  young  British  ofl&cers  kill  time,  smoking, 
drinking,  and  making  love.  (Laughter.)  For  the  reasons  I  have  stated,  I  think  that 
the  proposed  taxes  should  be  rejected,  and  I  therefore  propose  the  following  resolution, 
which  I  will  explain  to  you  in  Maltese. 

(The  purport  of  the  resolution  was  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  meeting,  it  was 
neither  necessary  nor  expedient,  under  the  present  circumstances  of  the  country,  to 
impose  new  taxes  or  to  increase  those  already  in  existence.  The  resolution  was  put 
to  the  meeting  and  carried,  amid  loud  cheers,  by  a  show  of  hands.  When  the  Noes 
were  called  many  of  the  audience,  who  did  not  appear  to  understand  Ihe  procedure, 
raised  their  hands  again.) 

We  now  come  to  the  language  question,  upon  which  we  need  not  say  much,  as 
that  question  has  been  debated  for  the  last  20  years,  and  whoever  can  read  is  well 
aware  of  all  the  bearings  of  the  question.  I  am  not  here  to  speak  on  behalf  of  those 
who  can  read,  but  I  am  speaking  for  those  who  cannot  read,  and  who  receive  tEeir 
information  from  interested  parties.  About  20  years  ago  the  Government  determined 
to  spread  the  knowledge  of  the  EngUsh  language  in  these  Islands.  So  far  as  that 
goes',  I  have  no  objection  to  make.  A  knowledge  of  any  language  may  be  useful,  and 
the  more  languages  you  know  the  better,  and  I  readily  admit  that  English  may  be 
useful  to  us,  once  that  we  are  under  the  British  Government.     (Applause.)    But  this 
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is  not  what  the  Government  desire.  They  want  something  else  besides.  They  want 
to  suppress  the  Italian  language,  which  has  been  used  by  our  forefathers  for  centuries, 
and  which  has  been  maintained  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  country,  because  our  own 
Maltese  dialect  cannot  meet  all  our  requirements.  In  the  schools,  in  the  law  courts, 
in  the  churches,  in  our  theatres,  in  our  laws,  in  our  contracts,  and  in  our  correspon- 
dence our  fathers  have  always  used  the  Italian  language.  When  the  Maltese  had 
occasion  to  write  to  kings  and  princes  they  always  used  the  Italian  language,  and  wEen 
they  corresponded  with  the  King  of  England  himseK,  in  order  to  ask  for  his  protection, 
and  not  to  have  their  Uberties  trodden  under  heal,  as  they  are  now  (applause),  they 
wrote  to  him  in  the  Italian  language,  and  the  Governor  of  those  times,  who  answered 
the  Maltese  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  England,  wrote  in  the  Italian  language,  and 
conmiunicated  the  King's  answer  in  diat  language.  When  it  was  a  question  of  obtain- 
ing possession  of  our  Island,  they  understood  the  Italian  lan^age  very  welL 
(Applause.)  King  William  IV.  was  so  convinced  that  the  Itahan  language  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  Maltese  that  he  ordered  the  laws  of  Malta  to  be  drawn 
up  in  the  Italian  language.  (Applause.)  But  Strickland  and  Chamberlain  (groans) 
do  not  care  what  the  King  of  England  may  think.  Once  that  the  Maltese  have  used 
Italian  ever  since  that  language  came  into  use,  once  that  the  King  of  England  him- 
self has  acknowledged  that  the  requirements  of  these  Islands  could  only  oe  met  by 
the  Itahan  language,  once  that  for  80  years  of  British  Rule  we  have  always  used  the 
Italian  language,  there  is  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt  that  that  language  is  the  language 
which  we  require.  (A  voice :  We  want  the  Italian  language,  not  the  Itafians.)  You 
may  be  sure  that  our  forefathers  were  not  lunatics,  and  they  knew  what  they  were 
about]  they  chose  the  Italian  language  because  it  was  the  language  best  suited  to  the 
Maltese.  (Applause.)  The  British  Government,  or,  I  should  say,  the  Government 
of  Strickland,  tell  us  that  they  want  the  suppression  of  the  Italian  language  for  our 
own  good.  But  I  would  ask,  don't  we  know  very  well  what  is  good  for  us  and  what  is 
not?  And,  secondly,  how  can  it  be  a  good  thing  to  know  one  language,  rather  than 
two  ?  The  more  languages  one  knows  the  better.  (Applause.)  It  is  quite  clear  that 
the  Government  demand  the  suppression  of  the  Itahan  language  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Maltese,  but  because  it  would  suit  Englishmen  to  have  only  one  language  known 
in  Malta;  and  this  is  not  said  by  me,  it  has  been  said  by  Englishmen  themselves. 
After  her  many  OTeat  victories  in  the  Transvaal  (laughter)  England  has  offered  terms 
of  peace  to  the  Boers,  and  among  the  terms  offered  was  one  to  the  effect  that  the 
Enghsh  language  should  be  used  as  well  as  Dutch  in  the  new  Colonies.  The  Boers 
did  not  accept  the  terms  offered  by  England;  nevertheless,  these  terms  were  con- 
sidered to  be  far  too  generous  by  the  Enghsh  papers,  who  said  that  it  would  have  been 
most  unwise  to  allow  the  Boers  the  use  of  their  own  language  in  their  own  country, 
and  that  the  Enghsh  Government  ought  to  have  imposed  me  English  language  on 
the  Boers.  And  why?  Because  it  was  said  the  unemployed  of  England  would  have 
no  chance  to  get  a  hving  in  the  Transvaal  because  the  Boers  knew  both  English  and 
Dutch,  and  Enghshmen  knew  no  language  but  their  own.     (Laughter.) 

We  in  Malta  are  in  the  same  position  as  the  Boers;  "the  Government  want  to 
suppress  the  Italian  language  in  Malta  because  so  long  as  Italian  is  used  here,  English- 
men will  not  be  able  to  compete  with  the  Maltese.  If  Italian  is  suppressed,  they  will 
get  the  upper  hand.  Some  persons,  either  because  they  are  sold  to  the  Government 
or  because  they  are  ignorant,  will  teU  you  that  this  question  only  concerns  lawyers, 
priests,  doctors,  and  clerks,  but  that  the  lower  classes  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  because 
they  only  want  bread  and  work.  I  say,  that  for  the  lower  classes,  the  language  ques- 
tion is  a  question  of  bread  and  work,  because  even  our  labouring  classes  would  suffer 
if  confronted  with  the  competition  of  Enghshmen.  Take,  for  example,  the  case  of 
the  overseer  of  workmen.  At  present  these  overseers  are  Maltese ;  but,  as  the 
proverb  goes,  "  Blood  is  thicker  than  water,"  and  if  it  were  a  question  of  choosing 
oetween  an  Enghshman  and  a  Maltese,  to  whom  do  you  think  would  the  preference 
be  given  ?  The  Englishman,  no  doubt.  But  supposing  for  one  moment  that  the 
language  question  concerned  only  one  particular  section  of  the  community,  is  it  not 
the  bounden  duty  of  each  and  every  class  of  the  population  to  help  the  particular 
class  that  needs  assistance  and  protection?  (Cheers.)  Is  there  any  reason  why  the 
different  classes  of  the  Maltese  population  should  refuse  to  help  one  another  C^no, 
no  "),  and  if  the  poorer  classes  help  the  upper  classes,  will  not  the  upper  classes  help 
the  poorer  classes?  And  what  is  there  to  prevent  persons  belonging  to  the  poorer 
classes  from  becoming  lawyers,  priests,  doctors,  and  clerks  ?  (Applause.)  Consequently, 
it  is  not  true  that  the  language  question  concerns  only  one  section  of  the  community. 
It  concerns  us  all,  and  it  behoves  us  all  to  support  and  maintain  the  Italian  language 
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in  Malta.  (Cries  of  "  yes,  yes.")  If  we  learn  English,  it  is  because  it  suits  our  interest* 
to  do  so,  and  not  merely  to  be  able  to  serve  English  soldiers  and  sailors.  (Applause.) 
There  is  another  question  which  is  still  of  greater  importance  than  those  I  have 
mentioned,  and  it  is  this,  that  our  rehgion  is  entwined  with  the  language  question. 
(Loud  applause.)  If  you  look  around  you,  you  will  perceive  that,  wherever  the 
English  language  is  used,  the  prevailing  religion  is  Protestantism.  English  is  spoken 
in  England,  and  the  religion  of  England  is  the  Protestant  religion.  Ihe  Americans 
speak  English,  and  Protestantism  is  the  religion  of  America.  Even  in  Germany^ 
where  the  language  of  the  country  has  much  affinity  with  EngUsh,  it  is  Protestantism 
that  prevails.  There  may  be  some  among  you  who  still  remember  the  attempt  to 
render  Protestantism  the  dominant  religion  in  this  country.  And  you  also  know  that 
on  several  occasions  we  have  had  English  clergymen  in  Malta,  distributing  Protestant 
books,  printed  in  Maltese.  (Applause.)  I  would  also  wish  you  to  bear  in  mind 
another  important  fact.  Before  the  Government  had  determined  to  introduce  the 
study  of  English  in  Malta,  the  Director  of  the  Government  Schools  was  an  ecclesiastic. 
There  was  Mons.  PuUicino,  and  his  predecessor  was  Canon  PanzaveccKia.  That  post 
is  no  longer  held  by  an  ecclesiastic,  but  by  a  layman,  and  I  will  not  tell  you  how  he 
thinks  on  religious  matters.  (Applause.)  We  must,  therefore,  be  united  upon  this 
language  question  also,  because,  whilst  the  question  of  taxation  refers  to  our  material 
interests,  the  language  question  concerns  our  rights  as  a  nation,  and  the  future  pro- 
gress of  our  Education,  because  without  the  Italian  language  the  Maltese  cannot  make 
any  educational  progress  in  Malta.  I  will  now  propose  the  following  resolution: — 
(The  purport  of  the  resolution,  which  Mr.  Azzopardi  explained  in  Maltese,  was 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  meeting,  it  was  useful  for  the  Maltese  to  learn  the  English 
language ;  that  it  was  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  poulation  to  suppress  the 
Italian  language  in  Malta ;  and  that  that  language  should  continue  to  have  the  same 
place  it  always  had  occupied;  and  that  therefore  the  meeting  desireS  to  oppose,  by- 
all  legal  means,  the  substitution  of  English  for  Italian.) 

The  resolution  was  carried  by  a  show  of  hands, 

Mr.  Azzopardi  further  proposed  that  copies  of  the  resolutions  passed  should  be 
forwarded  to  the  Chief  Secretary  to  Government,  so  that  the  Government  may  transmit 
them  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Canon  Panzavecchia,  who  was  received  with  loud  cheers,  said  that  he  had  come 
to  listen,  and  not  to  speak.  But,  having  been  invited  to  say  a  few  words,  he  would 
willingly  do  so,  as  he  was  anxious  to  show  that,  although  the  priests  had  been  driven 
out  of  the  Council  of  Government,  they  were  not  going  to  abandon  tfiie  people  (loud 
applause) ;  and  although  he  (Canon  Panzavecchia)  was  no  longer  allowed  to  sit  in  the 
Council,  .he  would  nevertheless  always  be  found  with  the  people.  (Applause.)  He 
would  always  be  found  at  his  post,  prepared  to  assist  the  people,  to  defend  the  people,, 
and,  to  the  best  of  his  abiUty,  to  forward  the  interests  of  the  people.  (Applause.) 
In  this  respect,  the  Clergy  of  Malta  were  really  admirable;  when  he  spoke  of  the 
Clergy  he  alluded  to  the  great  majority  of  the  Clergy ,  and  not  to  a  few  unfortunate 
exceptions ;  and  that  was  the  reason  why  the  Clergy  of  Malta  had  always  been  beloved 
by  the  people.  (Applause.)  He  desired  to  say  this  in  order  that  Strickland,  and 
those  who  had  brought  about  the  exclusion  of  ecclesiastics  from  the  Council  of  Govern- 
ment, might  know  that  the  Clergy  were  still  to  be  reckoned  with.  (Applause.) 
Continuing  his  speech.  Canon  Panzavecchia  said:  — 

I  congratulate  you  on  your  coming  forward  to  defend  the  interests  of  your  families 
and  of  your  country.     I  congratulate  you  on  the  two  most  important  results  achieved 
at  this  meeting,  the  two  resolutions  which  were  proposed  by  my  friend,  the   Hon. 
Mr.  Azzopardi  (applause),  on  which  your  future  well-being  and  happiness  entirely 
depend ;  and  if  these  two  resolutions  fail  to  take  effect,  you  will  have  to  abandon  these 
Islands  and  go  and  live  elsewhere.     And  this  is  just  what  the  Government  are  aiming- 
at.     The  Government  want  to  reduce  this  population,  they  don't  want  to  be  encum- 
bered in  case  of  a  blockade.     (Applause.)     We  have  in  Malta  two  conflicting  interests, 
the  Imperial  and  the  local  interests,  the  interests  of  England  and  the  interests  of  the 
Maltese ;  and,  as  we  are  weak  and  England  is  strong,  it  is  the  interests  of  England 
that  finally  prevail.     But  it  will  not  always  be  so  if  we  stand  united  (loud  applause),, 
for  union  is  strength.     Let  us  imitate  the  Boers.      (Loud  Applause.)      They  are  a 
mere  handful  of  men,  and  they  have  resisted  the  great  might  of  England,  and  they 
are  resisting  her  still.     (Cheers.)    Let  us  imitate  them;  we  cannot,  it  is  true,  take- 
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up  anns  as  the  Boers  did ;  but  we  can  defend  our  rigHts  with  legal  means — ^with  the 
force  of  logic  and  the  force  of  reason.  (Applause.)  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  war 
were  to  break  out,  and  that  Malta  were  blockaded.  England  has  large  quantities  of 
grain  stored  in  Malta.  For  whom  is  she  keeping  that  grain  in  reserve?  Most  cer- 
tainly for  the  English  soldiers,  who  are  kept  here  to  defend  English  interests.  Of 
course,  they  defend  us  as  well,  but  that  is  by  accident,  because  we  just  happen  to  be 
here.  (Laughter.)  Therefore,  in  case  of  a  blockade,  besides  her  own  soldiers,  England 
would  have  to  feed  the  Maltese  population.  They  would  be  obliged  to  do  so,  other- 
wise, the  people  would  rise  in  arms  against  them ;  for  surely  any  man  would  prefer  to 
die  of  a  bullet  in  his  chest  rather  than  die  of  hunger.  England  would  therefore  have 
to  reckon  with  an  enemy  outside  and  another  inside,  and  that  is  why  she  is  endeavour- 
ing to  compel  you  to  abandon  your  own  country.  That  is  the  truth ;  and  I  do  not 
blame  the  EngUsh  for  seeking  their  own  interests,  for,  as  we  are  well  told  *^y  St.  Paul, 
charity  must  begin  at  home.  (Applause.)  But  if  they  are  so  careful  to  look  after 
their  interests,  fet  us  look  after  our  own.  (Applause.)  Let  us  stand  shoulder  to 
shoulder  and  fight  for  our  language,  and  resist  this  attempt  to  load  us  with  taxes. 
(Applause.)  These  taxes  are  but  another  effective  means  for  driving  us  out  of  the 
country.  If  a  man  who  earns  Is.  6d.  a  day  be  taxed  to  the  tune  of  Is.  6d.  a  day,  he 
will  naturally  dechne  to  stay  here  any  longer  (applause),  he  will  go  and  live  elsewhere ; 
the  population  will  be  considerably  reduced,  and  the  Government  will  have  compassed 
their  ends.  (Applause.)  And  this  is  the  reason  why  one  Governor  after  the  other 
is  always  harping  on  the  same  tune;  his  advice  to  the  Maltese  ever  is,  Emigrate! 
Emigrate!  Emigrate!  If  there  is  a  prize-giving  at  St.  Ignatius  College,  or  at  Flores's, 
or  at  the  Lyceum,  the  Governor  has  only  one  thing  to  urge  on  his  audience,  the 
advantages  of  emigration!  (Laughter.)  Is  that  all  you  have  to  say,  Mr  Governor! 
Pray,  do  not  say  it  any  more !  I  have  heard  you,  I  have  understood  you.  and  I  am 
now  thoroughly  sick  of  the  theme!     (Loud  applause.) 

Dr.  FoRTUNATO  Mizzi,  whose  appearance  was  greeted  with  applause,  said  that 
the  heat  of  the  sun  would  not  permit  him  to  detain  the  meeting  with  a  lone  speech; 
nor  was  that  necessary,  (because  this  was  not  the  first  occasion  on  which  tne  people 
had  heard  of  the  proposed  taxation  or  of  the  language  question.  The  language  ques- 
tion  had  now  been  under  discussion  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  it  would  therefore 
be  sheer  loss  of  time  to  discuss  these  two  questions  any  further  at  the  meeting.  But 
he  would  warn  them  that  if  they  did  not  take  an  active  interest  in  their  own  aflEairs 
the  welfare  of  the  country  must  perforce  go  to  the  bad.  It  had  already  been  said  that 
there  are  two  interests  concerned,  the  military  interests  and  the  interests  of  the  local 
population,  and,  very  unfortunately,  the  local  interests  were  at  the  mercy  of  the 
military.  It  was  true  that  there  was  the  Council  of  Government;  but  that  was  all 
a  farce.  England  had  pretended  to  behave  very  liberally  and  grant  certain  important 
institutions,  but  in  reality  those  concessions  were  illusory.  The  people  of  Malta  had 
worked  hard,  and  by  dint  of  great  sacrifices  had  obtained  a  Constitution ;  but  what 
happened  just  when  the  efforts  of  the  Maltese  appeared  to  be  successful?  The 
Government  bought  up  two  or  three  representatives  of  the  people,  and  thereby  became 
enabled  to  do  whatever  they  pleased.  (Groans.)  In  the  course  of  his  speech  Dr.  Mizzi 
said :  It  is  only  a  few  months  ago  that  we  were  told  in  the  Council  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  were  only  there  to  give  advice,  which  the  Governor  could 
take  or  leave,  just  as  he  liked!  The  first  impulse  of  the  elected  members  was  to 
resign  their  seats,  but,  very  fortunately  for  the  interests  of  the  country,  they  did  not. 
(Applause.)  Had  we  abandoned  our  seats,  the  Government  would  have  proceeded 
with  business  just  the  same,  by  holding  the  Council  with  the  six  Official  Members 
alone,  and  these  obnoxious  laws  and  taxes  would  have  passed  without  any  opposition. 
But  we  preferred  to  submit  to  all  these  insults  and  to  all  this  mortification  rather  than 
leave  the  Council.  (Loud  applause.)  We  are  also  told  that  we  are  not  supported 
by  the  country  because  the  people  of  Malta  want  the  taxes  (cries  of  "  no  ")  and  want 
the  English  language.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  we  have  called  you  together  here 
to-day,  so  that  you  may  have  the  opportunity  to  say  whether  you  are  with  us  on  these 
two  questions.  (Cries  of  "  yes.")  You  must  be  prepared  to  put  up  with  the  trouble 
of  leaving  your  villages  and  your  families,  and  to  come  to  these  meetings  and  make 
your  voice  heard.  (Applause.)  And  you  must  put  your  shoulders  to  the  wheel. 
(Tmiddu  ideicom.)  There  are  two  results  which  the  Government  desire  to  achieve, 
y(iir  impoverishment  and  your  ignorance!  For,  if  you  are  kept  ignorant  and  poor,  you 
will  keep  quiet,  and  allow  them  to  do  what  they  please.  If  you  tie  tKe  cat  by  its  paws 
the  mice  will  come  out  and  dance!     (Applause.)     The  Government  want  to  tie  you 


Digitized  by  vnOOQ iC 


126 

down  by  keeping  you  in  ignorance  and  in  poverty,  as  if  you  were  not  quite  poor  enough 
already !  You  must  therefore  respond  to  our  invitations  by  attending  in  large  numbers, 
and  by  persuading  your  friends  and  relatives  to  come  with  you.  Do  not  be  afraid. 
There  is  nothing  to  be  afraid  of.  The  Government  are  like  the  Babau  (Bogieman). 
It  is  very  useful  to  frighten  children,  but  when  you  come  to  see  what  is  this  Babau, 
you  find  that  it  does  not  exist.  (Laughter.)  You  will  now  be  addressed  by  the 
President  of  this  meeting.  Dr.  Filippo  Sciberras.     (Loud  applause.) 

Dr.  Sciberras  said :  I  have  had  the  honour  to  preside  at  this  meeting  to-day,  and 
it  is  now  my  duty  to  close  the  proceedings.  I  am  greatly  pleased  that  you  have 
unanimously  passed  two  most  unportant  resolutions  at  this  meeting,  which,  I  hope, 
is  the  beginning  of  a  serious  agitation.  (Loud  applause.)  If  we  have  no  guns,  at 
least  we  have  a  heart!  (Applause.)  And  if  it  must  be  our  fate  to  succumb  to  this 
despotism,  let  us  die  like  men,  and  let  our  descendants  say  that  we  were  assassinated, 
but  were  not  assassins!     (Loud  cheers.) 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  32. 

(From  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta,"  of  the  6th  of  April,  1901.) 

(Translation.) 

A  Grand  Meetd^g  on  the  Taxation  and  Language  Questions. 

On   Sunday,  the   7th   April,  1901,  at   9.30   a.m.,  outside   "  Porte-des-Bombes.'* 

Attend,  Citizens,  Attend! 

The  Danger  is  Great,  the  Moment  Supreme! 

Let  Us  Awake! 

The  Meeting. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  attendance  of  people  from  the  country  at  the  Meeting- 
which  will  be  held  to-morrow  (Sunday),  outside  "  Porte-des-Bombes,^  at  9.30  a.m., 
in  connection  with  the  Language  and  Taxation  Questions,  a  Special  Train,  leaving 
Notabile  at  8.30,  has  been  arranged  for,  besides  those  leaving  at  7.30  and  9.20,  by 
which  the  public  will  also  be  able  to  be  in  good  time  for  the  Meeting. 

Besides,  during  the  same  morning,  all  trains  leaving  Valletta  and  Notabile  will 
stop  at  the  Old  Station,  outside  "  Porte-des-Bombes,''  near  the  spot  where  the  Public 
Meeting  wiU  be  held. 

We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  lay  stress  on  the  point  that  the  public  should 
largely  attend  the  Meeting,  which  is  a  most  interesting  one.  We  are  aware  that  ta 
many,  indeed,  to  everyone,  this  means  a  sacrifice,  as  both  the  place  and  the  hour  are 
very  inconvenient;  but,  as  we  have  already  stated  several  times,  no  people  can,  with- 
out submitting  to  some  sacrifice,  obtain  the  liberty  to  which  they  are  entitled;  and, 
as  thousands  of  people  took  the  trouble  to  stand  for  hours,  at  great  discomfort,  under 
a  burning  sun,  merely  to  satisfy  their  curiosity  in  beholding  the  face  of  a  Prince,  much 
less  should  they  mind  the  small  trouble  of  appearing  where  duty  and  the  individual 
as  well  as  the  essential  interests  of  all  demand  our  presence. 

If  the  Maltese  are  not  able  to  do  as  much  as  that,  they  should  no  longer  blame 
the  Government  when,  knowing  its  own  chickens,  the  Government  commits  abuses  of 
all  sorts,  and  gives  effect  to  all  that  caprice  may  suggest. 

Few  words  need  be  said  to  the  listener! 

The  Elected  Members  have  done  their  duty ;  let  the  people  do  theirs,  if  they 
want  to. 
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No.  33. 

Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  April  15,  1901.) 

(Extract.) 

The  Palace,  Valletta,  April  10,  1901. 
With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  this  date,*  I  enclose,  for  your  information,  a 
copy  of  a  Noticet  published  in  *  La  Gazzetta  di  Malta ''  immediately  before  the  meeting,, 
urging  its  importance,  together  with  Dr.  Mizzi's  appeal  to  the  Maltese. 


Enclosure  in  No.  33. 

Translated  from  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta,"  of  April  4,  1901. 

Appeal  to  the  Maltese. 
Maltese, 

By  this  time  you  all  know  that  a  grand  meeting  is  to  be  held  on  Sunday  next, 
at  9  a.m.,  outside  Porte  des  Bombes,  mainly  on  tne  question  of  taxation.  The  festivi- 
ties in  connection  with  the  Royal  Visit  and  the  Holy  Week  have  rendered  it  impossible 
for  us  to  choose  any  other  day  or  hour  for  this  meeting;  but  I  hope  that  all  the  classes 
of  citizens,  the  clergy,  which  has  always  been  the  bulwark  of  the  people's  rights,  the 
nobility,  the  learned  professions,  the  commercial  community,  the  arts  and  industries,, 
and  the  whole  people,  will  co-operate  in  rendering  this  meeting  numerous  and  impos- 
ing, in  order  to  place  the  Government  in  the  impossibihty  of  lessening  its  importance 
by  means  of  its  photographic  cameras. 

Maltese,  the  Elected  Members  who  invite  you  to  this  meeting,  do  not  wish  to  put 
you  to  this  inconvenience  in  order  to  elicit  your  opinion  on  they  taxation  question ;  tney 
know  it  very  well,  and  they  are  not  at  all  mclined  to  betray  the  promises  made  to  you 
against  the  increase  of  the  many  taxes  which  are  already  burthening  the  Island ;  but 
your  meeting  together  has  become  necessary  for  backing  up  the  action  of  the  Elected 
Members,  and  breaking,  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  the  usual  weapon  with 
which  it  comes  out  to  light  us,  namely,  falsehood.  The  Government  pretends  to  be 
persuaded  that  the  Maltese  are  in  favour  of  taxes,  and  says  that  the  Elected  Members 
in  rejecting  the  taxes,  are  acting  against  public  opinion,  which  is  demanding  the  neces- 
sary taxes  and  declaring  its  willingness  to  pay  them. 

The  Government  is  not  3^et  satisfied  with  the  various  elections  which  have  followed 
one  another  since  the  latter  half  of  1898  to  this  day,  which  have  all  been  foueht  over 
political  programmes  contrary  to  taxes ;  the  Government  goes  on  saying  that  the  taxes- 
are  wanted  by  the  population.  Maltese,  make  it  a  point,  then,  to  attend  at  the  meet- 
ing on  Sunday,  in  order  to  back  up  the  action  of  your  representatives-,  and  so  avert 
tlie  storm  which  the  squanderers  of  pubhc  money  are  willing  to  burst  on  the  Island. 

We  are  informed  that,  for  reasons  unknown  to  us,  the  publicity  which  we  have 
endeavoured  to  give  to  the  convocation  of  this  meeting,  has  not  had  the  desired  effect,, 
and  we  are  assured  that  there  are  villages  to  which  the  news  about  this  important 
nreeting  has  not  yet  reached.  For  this  reason,  we  earnestly  beg  all  the  Maltese 
patriots  who  are  aware  of  it  to  inform  aU  their  friends  and  acquaintances,  and  to  solicit 
them  tr»  attend.  Let  everyone  bestir  oneself.  Without  a  bit  of  sacrifice  no  people 
has,  as  yet,  freed  itself  from  the  bondage  in  which  those  in  power  like  to  keep  their 
subjects.  We  strongly  recommend  you,  therefore,  not  to  fail  to  attend  at  the  meeting, 
however  great  may  be  the  inconvenience  you  may  have  to  be  placed  under  in  having 
to  come  over  to  town  from  villages,  some  of  which  are  distant  from  the  spot. 

Maltese,  this  is  a  matter  of  no  small  importance;  the  Government  is  menacing 
you  with  an  enormous  number  of  taxes,  it  does  not  consider  as  sufficient  those  imposed 
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on  you  two  years  ago ;  it  is  preparing  for  you  a  future  which  is  calculated  to  further 
increase  the  difl&culties  of  your  life. 

In  a  few  years  it  has  succeeded  in  squandering  immense  capitals  in  enterprises 
which  have  failed ;  it  thinks  it  has  not  sufficiently  impoverished  the  Island,  and  it  is 
preparing  to  further  impoverish  it  by  increasing  the  imposts. 

Maltese,  in  every  country  where  taxes  are  paid  it  is  the  people,  through  its 
representatives,  that  administers  the  expenditure ;  here,  however,  is  quite  the  reverse ; 
Chamberlain,  who  on  the  one  hand  pretends  to  fleece  you  through  his  satellites  of  the 
Executive  Council,  denies  you  then  the  right  of  administering  your  own  money ;  and, 
with  a  cruelty  worthy  of  himself  alone,  teUs  you  that  you  Maltese  are  not  to  hope  for 
any  further  franchise,  because  Malta,  being  a  fortress  and  a  first-class  naval  station, 
must  needs  serve  England,  and  that  its  population  counts  for  naught. 

Maltese,  and  for  what  object  does  the  Government  want  so  much  money  ? 

It  is  only  a  few  days  ago  that  in  the  Imperial  Government  a  voice  was  heard 
declaring  that  the  colonies  must  contribute  with  their  money  towards  the  expenses  of 
the  wars  that  must  needs  be  waged  for  upholding  the  greatness  of  the  Empire.  It  is 
evident  that  the  Government  wants  to  find  our  treasury  well  furnished  with  the  money 
wrung  from  your  bbod  in  the  form  of  taxes,  when  the  decree  shall  have  been  given 
that  Malta  must  contribute  its  share  to  the  Empire.  The  £5,000  for  military  contribu- 
tion which  the  Government  takes  out  of  our  treasury  every  year  do  not  appear  to  be 
sufficient;  the  drawbacks  that  we  pay  do  not  seem  to  be  sufficient;  nor  appear  to  be 
sufficient  the  many  and  many  buildmgs  which  the  military  have  appropriated  to  them- 
selves, the  greater  part  gratuitously,  and  the  rest  towards  a  small  expenditure;  the 
works  that  are  continuously  being  constructed  merely  in  the  interest  of  the  military, 
but  at  our  own  expense,  do  not  seem  to  be  enough ;  nor  appear  to  be  sufficient  all  the 
wrongs  we  are  continually  suffering  on  account  of  the  military  regime  we  are  subjected 
to.  They  want  more :  they  want  to  crush  us  entirely  under  the  burthen  of  a  deluge 
of  frivolous  taxes. 

Maltese,  let  us  be  imited,  because  only  through  unity  we  can  hope  to  save  our- 
selves. Come  all  to  the  meeting  on  Simday,  and  bear  with  resignation  the  inconve- 
nience which  this  meeting  might  cause  to  many  of  you.  Without  sacrifice  you  cannot 
hope  to  make  any  progress ;  but  you  can  only  expect  to  continue  suffering  the  ruin 
of  your  civil  rights  and  to  reach  the  bottom  of  the  abyss,  becoming  a  second  Gibraltar. 

Remember  that  the  Government,  always  ready  to  minimize  the  importance  of  your 
political  actions,  will,  on  Sunday  next,  send  their  photographers  in  the  hope  of  being 
able  to  show  to  the  Imperial  Government  that  the  meeting  was  a  fiasco,  and  that  few 
are  those  among  the  Maltese  who  take  an  interest  in  politics,  even  when  these  touch 
their  purses. 

Come  then  in  great  numbers — ^and  let  each  of  you  do  his  utmost  to  induce  all  the 
populations  of  the  towns  and  villages  to  come  to  the  meeting.  In  this  way  the  photo- 
graphic machines  of  the  Government  will  make  a  fiascOy  while  tiiose  of  our  friends  will 
show  the  interest  that  Malta  will  have  taken  in  this  great  question. 

Then  au  revoir  to  Sunday  next. 

Aw.  FORTUNATO  MiZZI. 

April  4,  ISOl. 


No.  34. 
Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  May  1,  1901.) 

Sm,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  April  27,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  at  the  sitting  of  the  Council  of  Government 
held  'On  the  12th  instant,  the  second  reading  of  the  Finance  Ordinance  (of  which  a 
copy  is  enclosed*)  was  rejected  by  18  votes  to  6,  al  the  Elected  Members  voting  against 
it,  and  all  argum£'nts  being  met  by  a  refusal  even  to  consider  anv  future  taxation. 

2.    I  greatly  regret  this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Electea  Members.    I  had  hoped 
to  have  profited  by  discussion  in  Committee,  with  the  view  of  getting  at  local  opinion 
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and  making  such  alterations  as  could  be  accepted  without  changing  the  mam  principles 
of  the  Ordinance. 

3.  The  drainage  works,  which  were  approved  by  your  despatch  of  the  25th  of 
June,  1898,*  and  get  .out  in  Schedule  B,  are  now  in  progress,  and  the  local  Government 
share  of  the  expenditure  (£61,626),  must  be  raised  by  additional  taxation,  in  view 
of  the  unfavourable  condition  of  the  money  market  tor  tne  floating  of  a  loan,  and 
the  aversion  of  the  present  Council  of  Government  to  a  loan,  which  is  not  to  be 
recommended  under  the  circumstances. 

4.  I  had  the  honour  to  lay  before  you,  on  the  occasion  ot  your  visit  to  Malta,  the 
imperative  necessity  of  providing  sufficient  and  suitable  school  accommodation  in  the 
several  districts  of  Malta. 

6.  The  very  great  improvement  in  the  present  organization  of  the  Educational 
Establishments  has,  amongst  other  results,  rapidly  increased  the  demand  for  admission 
to  the  Elementary  Schools,  while  the  hiring  of  large  Maltese  dwelling-houses  and  the 
extension  of  their  accommodation  is,  as  a  rule,  an  expensive  and  unsuitable  expedient 
for  school  extension.     Such  houses  are,  in  many  cases,  decidedly  insanitary. 

6.  I  also  had  the  honour,  on  the  occasion  of  your  visit,  to  lay  before  you  the 
necessity  of  building  ta  new  Central  Hospital ;  the  urgency  of  this  work  has  become 
more  and  more  pressing. 

7.  The  law  for  the  segregation  of  lepers  (Ordinance  No.  VII.  of  1893)  is  receiving 
eflfect  as  regards  male  lepers ;  but  as  regards  female  lepers,  funds  have  not,  as  yet,  been 
made  available  for  the  necessary  buildings,  equipment  ana  staff.  The  law  is  thus 
partly  in  suspense. 

8.  The  di'ainage  works  have  as  yet,  for  reasons  connected  with  the  obtaining 
of  an  Imperial  contribution,  been  mainly  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  fortified 
towns  and  of  areas  where  Imperial  interests  appeared  strong  in  support  of  the  claim 
for  a  contribution,  There  are  no  rates  in  Malta  for  water,  drainage  and  municipal 
services,  and  contributions  have  been  granted  in  lump  sums  in  lieu  of  rat6s. 

9.  The  high  death-rate  in  undrained  areas  shows  that  drainage  works  should 
be  extended  to  all  the  villages  of  Malta,  irrespective  of  the  probability  of  any  Imperial 
consideration,  where  ,the  area  is  not  so  closely  connected  wiui  the  system  of  defence. 

10.  I  beg  to  point  out  the  urgent  necessity  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the 
teaching  staff.  Inefficient  instructors  greatly  prejudice  the  future  of  the  youths 
instructed,  while  able  and  efficient  masters  and  mistresses  cannot  be  got  at  the  present 
small  rate  of  pay,  which,  in  many  cases,  is  less  than  that  received  by  the  village 
policeman. 

11.  With  regard  to  the  other  items  in  Schedule  A,  attached  to  the  draft 
Ordinance,  forwarded  herewith,  I  am  most  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  construction 
of  a  breakwater  at  Gozo,  the  extension  of  the  electric  light  works,  the  construction 
of  a  jetty  near  the  Custom  House,  the  building  of  a  separate  ward  for  criminal  lunatics, 
and  the  reconstruction  and  improvement  of  streets  and  roads  and  open  spaces,  are  most 
urgently  required,  and  that  the  expenditure  involved  could  Be  met  by  the  additional 
taxation  proposed  in  this  Ordinance,  which  is  moderate  and  hardly  likely  to  be  felt. 

12.  I  beg  leave  to  point  out  that  the  ^xtension  of  the  drainage  works  and  of 
the  water  works  have  already  been  dealt  with  as  Imperial  questions. 

13.  The  language  question,  involving  the  reform  of  the  system  of  education,  and 
the  large  influx  of  those  claiming  a  rational  form  of  instruction,  has  also  been  dealt 
with  as  an  Imperial  question,  by  the  "  Malta  (use  of  English  language  in  legal  pro- 
ceedings) Order  in  Council,  1899,"  of  which  the  inevitable  consequences  must  be  borne. 

14.  The  question  of  the  amounts  to  be  voted  for  the  various  new  works  under 
other  headings  may  involve  points  which  you  may  desire  to  reconsider ;  but  the  main 
question  appears  to  be :  Whether  the  small  additional  amount  of  taxation,  correspond- 
ing to  about  Id.  per  head  per  week  of  the  population,  is  necessary,  in  view  of  the 
great  increase  of  the  Imperial  forces  in  Malta,  in  recent  times,  and  of  the  large  pros- 
pective increase  of  the  same,  which  renders  it  necessary  for  the  local  population,  who 
five  to  a  great  extent  upon  work  paid  for  from  Imperial  funds,  to  adopt  British 
standards  of  living,  sanitation,  and  education.  The  attainment  of  the  paodem 
standards  of  life  now  appears  to  have  become  inevitable,  on  account  of  the  close 
intercourse  between  English  and  Maltese,  the  density  of  the  population,  and  the  social 
and  sanitary  conditions  resulting  therefrom. 

15.  I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  speech  delivered  by  Sir  Gerald  Strickland  in 
the  Council  of  Government,  on  the  occasion  of  the  second  reading,  on  the  12th  instant, 
in  which  the  views  of  this  Government  on  these  questions  are  generally  set  out. 

•  Not  printed. 
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16.  I  am  confident  it  is  not  your  desire  that  any,  and  much  less  all,  of  these 
and  other  reforms,  sanctioned  in  principle  on  your  authority,  and  publicly  announced 
as  urgent  and  inevitable,  should  be  definitely  dropped.  It  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment IS  checked,  all  further  steps  with  regard  to  drainage  ana  water  extensions  would 
receive  a  blow  from  .which  recovery  would  take  years. 

17.  I,  therefore,  take  it  as  inevitable  that  you  will  now  deem  it  imperative  to  deal 
with  these  questions  by  authorizing  an  Order  in  Council,  in  accordance  with  the 
powers  reserved  to  His  Majesty'  by  Clause  XLIV.  of  the  Letters  Patent  of  1887,  as 
provided  by  paragraph  four  of  the  covering  despatch  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated 
the  14th  December,  1887,*  wherein  it  was  explained  that  a  direct  exercise  of  His 
Majest/s  prerogative  would  take  the  place  of  the  Governor's  casting  vote,  in  questions 
in  which  either  Imperial  interests,  or  the  credit  of  the  Government  of  Malta,  were 
concerned. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


Enclosure  iii  No.  34. 


Speech  delivered  in  the  Council  of  Government  of  Malta  on  the  Second  Reading  of 
the  Public  Revenue  Improvement  Ordinance  by  Sir  Gerald  Strickland:, 
K.C.M.G.,  Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 

Public  Revenue  Improvement  Ordinance. 

Friday,  April  12, 1901. 
The  CmEF  Secretary  :  Although  I  am  unable  to  agree  with  the  peculiar  platitudes 
adopted  in  support  of  the  uncompromising  position  which  hon.  members  have,  to  all 
appe'arances,  combiaed  to  assume  upon  this  question,  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  the 
Elected  Members  who  have  given  some  serious  consideration  to  the  matter  before  the 
Council.  Their  courageous  attitude  is  remarkable  when  compared  with  the  attitude 
of  the  Elected  Members  ten  years  ago,  who  were  in  such  dread  of  approaching  any 
Parliamentary  discussion  of  the  fiscal  questions  of  Malta — for  fear  cS  becoming  un- 
popular,— that  they  preferred  to  run  away  from  this  Council,  on  the  day  of  debate, 
and  to  resign  their  seats,  rather  than  discuss  a  comprehensive  reform  of  local  taxation. 
Why  has  this  change  for  the  better  come  about  in  the  frame  of  mind  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  ?  Perhaps  this  change  has  come  about  because  the  people 
of  Malta  have  begun  to  open  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  taxes  already  existing  in  Malta 
require  revision,  and  that  questions  of  money  must  be  faced,  and  faced  fairly,  squarely, 
and  intelligently.     I  regret,  however,  that  public  opinion  outside,  or  the  sense  of 

Solitical  duty  iQside,  this  Council  has  not  yet  developed  to  the  point  of  inducing  Elected 
[embers  to  perform,  without  flinching,  the  unpleasant  and  arduous  duty  of  discussing 
in  Committee  the  details  of  a  Revenue  Ordinance.  The  hon.  member  opposite  has 
shown  that  he  has  not  the  courage  to  do  so ;  nor  have  the  elected  majority  (who  could 
throw  out  this  measure  on  the  third  reading  without  the  least  risk)  felt  themselves 
strong  enough  to  show  that  they  are  able,  as  weU  as  willing,  /to  perform  this  one  imj- 
portant  and  urgent  duty  of  representatives  of  Ihe  people.  Ir  hon.  members  are 
determined  to  reject  this  Ordinance,  they  might,  at  least,  show  some  readiness  to  give 
advice  on  the  details  thereof.  Sir,  the  political  bane  of  the  fiscal  system  of  this  country 
is  traceable  in  a  measure  to  the  circumstance  that  we  have  a  permanent  system  of 
indirect  taxation,  and  are  not  called  upon  every  year,  as  in  Parliamentary  Assemblies 
of  other  countries,  to  decide  how  we  can  best  raise  taxation  to  meet  pressing  need's. 
And  this  has  given  occasion  to  mischief  makers  and  self-seeking  politicians,  outside 
this  Council  (who,  in  the  past,  have  reaped  much  personal  advantage  by  systematically 
humbugging  the  people)  to  persuade  the  electors  that  there  were  no  taxes  in  Malta ; 
wherefore,  it  has  become  the*  system  of  some  who  have  sought  election,  by  appealing  to 
popular  prejudice  rather  than  by  relying  on  ability  and  knowledge,  and  the  hope  of 
doing  real  good  to  their  constituents,  to  come  forward  and  say :  "  I  am  the  champion 
of  no  taxation,  if  you  want  everything  for  nothing  elect  me ! ''  This  temptation,  which 
few  candidates  have  resisted,  has  been  at  the  root  of  our  political  backwardness,  and 
notwithstanding  the  evident  conviction  that  it  is  utterly  wrong  to  put  off  reform,  not- 
withstanding the  evident  conviction  that  this  question  of  taxation  has  to  be  faced  and 
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xannot  be  sliirked,  nevertheless, — for  fear  that  someone  else  would  come  forward  and 
ride  in  on  the  old  political  horse — ^the  Elected  Members,  having  once  trained  |the 
public  ear  'to  the  cry  of  "no  taxation,"  were  again  tempted  at  the  last  election, 
apparently  against  their  own  convictions,  to  come  forward  and  seek  election  without 
displaying  the  courage  required  to  effectually  enlighten  the  country  upon  this  question 
of  paramount  importance.     We  have  it  to-day  from  the  hon.  members  for  the  Third 
and  for  the  Eighth  Districts,  who  have  treated  this  question  from  the  two  extreme 
j)oints  of  view,  that  they  refuse,  for  sentimental  reasons,  to  discuss  the  details  of  this 
legislation.     The  hon.  member  for  Zebbug  summarised  the  political  position  of  the 
.Elected  Members  with  amazing  clearness  and  veracity;  he  said:  "Many  of  us  here 
present — I  will  not  say  most  of  us — would  be  willing  to  give  the  Government  addi- 
tional powers  in  order  to  provide  additional  taxation  if — if,  the  Government  will  climb 
<iown  upon  the  language  question!"     (Mr.  Semini:   Certamly.)    The  hon.  miember 
further  confessed  that  the  combined  policy  of  the  Elected  Members  was,  in  effect, 
systematic  obstruction,  organized  in  the  hope  that  the  Imperial  Government  would, 
for  the  sake  of  humouring  Elected  Members,  sacrifice  the  educational  interests  of  the 
130,000  Maltese  of  the  working  classes  who  have  no  vote,  and  for  whom  it  is  absolutely 
essential  that  there  should  be  a  rational  system  of  education  based  on  the  English 
language.    The  hon.  member  for  Zebbug  even  dared  to  offer  a  bribe  to  the  Govern- 
ment, a  political  bribe!     He  said  in  effect :  "  You  will  have  this  Ordinance  passed  with 
the  assistance  of  some  Elected  Members ;  the  Government  will  be  allowed  to  raise  this 
additional  taxation  if  you  will  re-instate  educational  chaos — the  old  fari  passu 
system — or  the  older  monopoly  of  the  Italian  language  in  the  Education  Department!  " 
And  what  was  announced  by  the  hon.  member  for  Zebbug  has,  to  my  mind,  been 
amply  confirmed  by  what  fell  from  the  other  speakers,     llie  leader  of  the  majority 
has  given  utterance  to  various  ejaculations  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  ranging  from 
imprecations  to  laughter,  which  are  hardly  suitable  to  a  serious  financial  discussion. 
And  what  did  the  hon.  member  for  the  Third  District  dof     The  hon.  member  .rv^ho 
has  declared  in  this  Council,  on  three  important  occasions,  that  he  was  persuaded  that 
this  financial  question  must  be  met  fairly  and  squarely,  what  has  he  done  to-day? 
Really,  it  moves  me  to  pity  to  observe  how  the  mam  principles  at  stake  were  master- 
fully set  aside,  and  how  this  Council  has  not  been  privileged  to  hear  anything  from 
liim  but  special  pleading,  a  display  of  the  fine  art  of  picking  holes  in  every  proposal 
without  suggesting  a  more  practical  remedy.     The  interests  of  no  country  were  ever 
adTanced  by  that  sort  of  policy;  we  must  try  instead  to  realise  seriously  and  teach 
the  people  what  our  social  and  economic  conditions  are  to-day.     The  state  of  this 
country  has  entirely  changed,  both  socially  and  economically,  in  the  course  of  the 
last  hundred  years ;  the  change  that  has  come  over  these  islands  in  the  last  (decade 
is,  perhaps,  even  more  accentuated,  and  socially  more  radical,  than  were  the  develop- 
ments which  occurred  in  the  preceding  ninety  years.     We  must  remember  that, 
barely  a  hundred  years  ago,  Malta  was  governed  under  the  most  absolute  and  egotis- 
tical form  of  foreign  despotism ;  there  were  slaves  in  Malta,  and  slavery  was  recognized 
by  the  law  of  the  land.     I  don't  say  that  the  people  of  Malta  were  treated  as  slaves 
by  the  Knights  of  St.  John,  but  the  system  of  government  was  not  devised  with  the 
intention  of  placing  the  Maltese  on  a  footing  of  equality  with  their  noble  rulers.     Sir, 
those  mediaeval  principles  of  government  were  all  changed  with  the  advent  of  British 
rule,  and  that  change,  which,  it  seems,  few  people  are  prepared  to  realise,  has  not  yet 
been  fully  shared  by  the  working  classes  of  Malta,  who,  as  a  rule,  have  no  votes. 
The  middle  classes  of  Malta  are  still  imbued  with  the  selfisti  policy  of  the  Knights; 
they  have  not  yet  realised  the  change  which  has  made  the  working  man  their  equal 
before  the  Government,  nor  have  they  realised  what  their  duty  is  to  the  lower  orders, 
in  the  same  way  as  the  British  Government  and  the  servants  of  the  Crown  have  done 
in  Malta  and  everywhere  else.     Let  us  examine  how  these  causes  have  operated  on 
the  social,  political,  and  economic  conditions  of  this  country  as  regards  taxation.     The 
people  of,  Malta  a  hundred  years  ago  derived  a  livelihood  and  accumulated  wealth  very 
much  in  the  same  way  as  they  are  doing  now ;  they  lived  by  cultivating  their  lands 
to  raise  food  for  a  few  months,  and  by  serving  the  then  wealthy  rulers  of  Malta, 
who,  as  Knights  of  St.  John,  imported  gold  from  their  foreign  estates  to  feed  the 
people  for  the  rest  of  the  year.     Towards  the  middle  of  the  last  century  there  was 
a  great  wave  of  commercial  prosperity  (due  to  the  prestige  of  sailing  vessels  under  the 
British  flag)  upon  which  Malta  thrived  marvellously  for  a  period.    But  what  is  our 
condition  now  that  we  are  no  longer  the  centre  of  the  transhipment  trade  of  the 
Mediterranean  basin,  which  has  been  supplanted  by  the  direct  trade  due  to  modem 


Digitized  by 


Google 


132 

steam  and  telegraphic  communication  ?  Sir,  at  the  present  moment  the  greater  part 
of  the  people  of  Malta  awe  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  those  who  are  prosperous  owe 
their  prosperity,  to  the  large  garrison  stationed  here  and  to  the  fleet  that  makes  Malta 
its  refitting  base.  It  is  upon  labour  and  its  distribution  that  we  live ;  and  it  is  the 
consequences  of  this  that  we  must  realise.  It  is  no  use  collecting  figures  together — 
figures,  ill-digested  and  apparently  exaggerated,  as  the  member  for  the  Eighth  District 
does  not  even  quote  them,  or  give*  me  an  opportunity  to  retute  them — ^regarding  ,th© 
economic  conditions  of  any  selected  country,  ii  we  can  learn  no  appropriate  lesson  from 
those  figures.  But  the  facts  with  r^ard  to  Malta  are  notorious.  Ihe  land  of  Malta 
produces,  roughly  speaking,  enough  tor  us  to  live  upon  for  three  months ;  the  rest  of 
the  necessaries  of  life,  let  alone  the  luxuries,  have  to  be  made  up  by  the  interest  on 

East  savings  and  by  the  enormous  flow  of  gold  which  comes  to  Malta  from  England, 
ir,  the  last  returns  available  show  that  a  sum  6i  money  between  £1,300,000  and 
£1,400,000  is  being  poured  yearly,  from  the  Imperial  Exchequer  with  ever  increasing 
volume,  into  Malta ;  to  this  we  must  add  gold  brought  in  from  private  resources  by 
oflBlcers  and  visitors.     It  is  upon  what  remains  of  this  gold  in  the  island  that  we  live 
and  pay  for  imported  food.    We  should  add  thereto  interest  on  money  invested  abroad, 
whicn  I  reckon  at  about  £100,000  a  year,  and  the  produce  of  the  land  together  with 
the  improved  value  of  imported  cattle,  &c,,  which  probably  mounts  up  to  £200,000 
a  year,  and  we  would  find  an  aggregate  island  income  ranging  between  £1,600,000 
and  £1,700,000.     Now  it  is  notorious  that  we  earn  but  little  in  comparison  from  local 
resources,  such  as  the  exportation  of  stone,  oranges,  potatoes,  or  the  re-exportation 
of  raw  materials  to  which  value  has  been  added  by  local  industry.    The  latest  returns 
show  hardly  £28,000.     We  know  that  in  this  country  we  owe  not  only  our  exceptional 
prosperity,  but  our  very  existence,  to  the  fact  that  this  island  is  a  great  strategic  centre 
of  a  world  wide  empire ;  and  it  is  from  contact  with  His  Majesty's  fleet,  carrying  so 
many  as  15,000  men,  and  with  a  garrison  of  10,000  men  in  this  command,  and  with 
the  visitors  they  attract,  that  we  live,  and  must  have  our  future  being,  and  if  we  want 
to  Ifve  and  prosper  on  a  basis  of  equality  with  our  fellow  subjects,  that  basis  must  be 
English.     Now,  Sir,  the  standard  of  living,  which  was  suitable  when  our  countrymen 
were  the  servants  of  the  Knights  of  St.  John, — and  when  the  working  classes  were 
in  many  cases  on  hardly  a  better  footing  than  that  of  the  slaves  of  those  Knights, — ^has 
been  modernized  with  alarming  rapidity  by  contact  with  the  highest  forms  of  Anglo- 
Saxon  civilization.     With  frequent  steamship  communication,  with  telegraphic  facili- 
ties and  daily  mails,  there  has  sprung  up  among  the  working  classes  of  Malta  a 
standard  of  living,  of  sanitation,  and  of  education,  and  a  demand  for  modem  comforts, 
which  are  far  above  what  the  middle  classes  of  the  days  of  our  grandfathers  would 
ever  have  thought  possible  or  attainable.  That  standard  of  living  must  be  maintained  by 
the  people  and  for  the  people,  and  I  can  conceive  nothing  so  ridiculous  and  so  captious 
as  tne  statement  "  that  taxes  are  going  to  be  squeezed  out  ot  the  blood  of  the  people." 
Such  statements  are  too  absurd,  except  in  so  far  as  they  are  horribly  sounding  phrases 
that  may  frighten  little  children,  I  say,  too  absurd,  except  for  those  who  desire  to 
reason  on  the  same  leve"!     The  money  which  the  Government  collects  is  spent  for 
the  people,  with  the  sanction  of  the  representatives  of  the  people.     It  is  trivial  to 
talk  of  the  principle  having  been  abolished  generally  because  some  paltry  salary  of 
£120  has  been  put  on  the  Civil  List,  when  it  is  known  that  the- general  rule  has  been 
that  votes  for  new  works  (costing  about  a  quarter  of  a  million,  and  to  which  frequent 
reference  has  been  made  as  "  a  squandering  of  money  ")  were  passed  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  when  the  same  works  have  repeatedly  been  declared 
necessary  and  have  in  some  cases  been  loudly  demanded  by  Elected  Members,  either 
individually  or  collectively.    How  can  you  say  that  this  money  will  be  squeezed  out 
of  the  blood  of  the  people,  when  it  will  be,  for  the  most  part,  redi^ributed  in  wages 
to  our  own  people  and  kept  in  circulation  in  this  country?    It  is  not  as  if  I  were  to 
part  with  a  sovereign  unproductively  to  buy  some  newspapers  from  the  hon.  member 
opposite ;  in  that  case  I  would  lose*  my  sovereign  and  get  nothing,  or  very  little,  in 
return ;  but  the  money  which  would  be  raised  in  and  for  the  community  by  a  tax  on  a 
luxury  called  tobacco,  or  by  an  increased  tax  on  spirits,  if  spent  in  building  new 
schools,  and  in  giving  the  children  of  the  poor  that  efficient  education  in  healthy 
premises  which  will  enable  them  to  compete  vnth  the  children  of  the  middle  classes, 
would  be  spent  productively  to  the  double  advantage  of  the  country.    But,  after  all, 
what  does  £45,000  a  year  of  taxation  mean  ?    About  Id.  per  week  per  head  of  the 
population !    And  yet  we  are  told  that  this  will  bring  about  universal  ruin !    It  will 
not  bring  about  even  the  semblance  of  pressure  on  any  class;  it  wiU  enable  us  in 
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Malta  to  raise  the  next  generation  up  to  the  English  standard  of  civilization,  to  the 
English  standard  of  sanitation  and  education,  and  will  help  to  place  our  children 
on  a  footing  of  equality  with  the  most  intelligent  and  progressive  race  ^that  the  world 
has  ever  seen.     (Mr.  Azzopardi:  Oh,  oh!)    The  hon.  member  protests  against  our 
aspiring  to  this  high  ideal !    Does  he  prefer  that  his  countrymen  should  be  kept  back 
in  the  race  of  progress  ?  that  the  working  classes  should  be  ground  down  ?  and  does  he 
hold  those  views  in  order  that  the  jniddle  classes  may,  without  working  reproductively^ 
dominate  over  the  lower  classes!    Does  the  hon.  member  think  it  will  profit  him 
or  his  countrymen  to  maintain  some  permanent  cause  of  friction  and  separation  be- 
tween British  subjects  born  in  Malta  and  British  subjects  bom  elsewhere  ? — to  main- 
tain some  permanent  cause  of  dissension  between  the  Maltese  who  love  things  English 
and  the  Maltese  who  do  not?    But  he  may  rest  assured  that  it  is  a  fundamental 
principle  with  the  British  Grovemment  to  endeavour  to  eliminate  any  such  differences 
between  all  classes  of  His  Majestjr's  subjects — ^and  we  are  making  rapid  progress  to 
this  end.     Moreover,  Sir,  it  is  admitted  by  the  hon.  member,  and  whether  he  admits 
it  or  not  matters  very  little,  that  the  people  of  Malta  perceive  that  we  must  adopt 
a  higher  standard  of  civilization  and  education  than  was  customary  a  hundred  years 
ago,  or  even  ten  years  ago.     It  is  true,  it  is  very  true,  that  paying  taxes  is  unpleasant; 
but  so  is  it  to  pay  for  cemeteries  or  for  the  absolute  necessities  of  life ;  we  must  live 
and  we  must  die,  even  if  we  dislike  paying  for  so  doing.     Sir,  this  higher  standard 
of  civilization  and  education  must,  in  future,  be  paid  for,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
representatives  of  the  people  to  put  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  and  to  see  how  it 
can  be  paid  for  with  tfie  greatest  facility  and  with  the  least  hardship.    I  must  con- 
gratulate the  hon.  member  opposite  for  his  sagacity  in  restricting  himself  to  the 
policy  of  special  pleading;  in  his  speech  he  did  not  go  much  beyond  skimming  over 
the  ground;  he  did  not  deny  his  real  duty  of  discussing  the  details  of  this  Ordinance. 
I  must  also  give  him  credit  for  not  having  repeated  in  this  Council  some  of  the  shocking 
misrepresentations  that  I  have  heard  before,  and  which  were  referred  to,  to  my  regret, 
by  the  hon.  member  representing  Zebbug.     I  allude.  Sir,  to  the  statement  that  of  late 
years  the  Government  has  squandered  large  accumulated  savings  which  were  at  the 
disposal  of  the  administration  at  the  dawn  of  the  New  Constitution,  namely,  between 
1888  and  the  prefsent  year.     (Mr.  Azzopardi:  Hear,  hear!)    That  statement,  Sir,  has 
been  made  with  th^t  good  faith  which  is  sometimes  bred  of  ignorance,  or  the  result 
of  swallowing  wholesale  and  repeating  what  appears  in  the  careless  and  unenlightened 
section  of  the  press  of  Malta.    It  is,  in  reality,  an  example  of  the  leading  of  the  blind 
by  those  who  are  blinder.   Now,  it  is  notorious  that  when,  as  an  Elected  Member  of  the 
Executive  Council,  in  1888, 1  first  shared  responsibility  in  connection  with  the  finances 
of  Malta,  and  made  up  all  the  accounts  of  the  Government  at  that  time,  the  net 
balance  with  which  we  started  was  about  £5,000,  represented  not  by  cash,  but,  in 
effect,  by  stores  and  suspense  accounts.     In  the  previous  year,  1887,  there  had  only 
been  a  surplus  of  revenue  over  expenditure  of  £1,477 ;  but  the  year  before  there  had 
been  a  deficit  of  £47,653;  in  1885,  a  deficit  of  £13,000.     Take  the  period  from  1878 
to  1887.     The  Government  started,  at  the  end  of  1877,  with  £18,000  to  the  good;  but 
in  tEe  decennial  period  previous  to  1888  there  was  a  deficit  of  no  less  than  £70,900, 
spent,  of  course,  in  useful  works.    Now  I  am  really  so  accustomed  to  observe  members 
coming  to  this  Council  to  discuss  estimates  they  have  not  read,  and  about  which  they 
admit,  in  debate,  that  they  know  nothing — (Voice:  Oh!  oh!) — ^that  I  do  not  feel  a 
bit  hurt  when  I  am  accused  of  having  squandered  money  which  was  not  in  existence 
to  be  squandered,  it  having  been  previously  well  employed;  and  I  do  not  suspedt 
that  my  predecessors  would  have  Seen  much  hurt  if  they  had  heard  the  accusation 
made  to-day  by  Mr.  Semini  to  the  effect  that  £20,000  were  despatched  from  Malta 
to  enrich  the  English  bankers,  when  it  is  notorious  that  every  farthing  of  that  money 
has  been  invested  in  excellent  securities,  and  stands  in  the  name  of  three  of  the  most 
prominent  gentlemen  of  Malta.     There  has  been  a  time  when  I  myself  have  seen 
about  50,000  sovereigns  locked  up  in  the  Government  strong-box,  lying  idle,  imin- 
vested ;  and,  may  I  ask,  was  it  not  a  better  form  of  administration  to  put  that  gold 
in  circulation  for  the  benefit  of  trade?     (Mr.  Semini:  By  burying  that  money  under 
Notabile  for  the  benefit  of  the  Military  Authorities!)    Well,  Sir,  if  the  hon.  member 
wshes  to  make  himself  remarkable,  and  to  provide  amusement  for  his  countrymen  by 
saying  that^that  money  was  buried  imder  Notabile  for  the  benefit  of  the  Military 
Authorities,  I  must  answer  that  the  £50,000  to  which  he  refers  are  still  invested  in 
Consols — it  was  other  money  from  the  Immovable  Property  Account,  that  was  recalled 
from  England  for  the  purpose  of  extending  the  railway ;  it  was  recalled  in  order  that 
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the  same  three  per  cent,  interest  might  be  earned  in  Malta,  and  that  those  £20,000' 
should  be  earned  by  the  Maltese  working  class,  whom  it  is  constantly  my  duty  to« 
protect  against  the  shortsighted  policy  of  those  representatives  of  the  people  who 
still  cherish  some  of  the  ideas  of  the  middle  ages,  and  think  more  of  themselves  (and 
of  the  narrow  circle  in  which  they  move,  than  of  the  130,000  who  have  no  votes,  but 
who,  I  hope,  are  entitled  to  betterment  as  much  as  any  of  the  superior  classes.  Having, 
remarked  that  for  the  decennial  period  terminated  in  1887y  there  was  no  enormous 
cash  balance,  but  the  value  of  about  £5,000,  principally  in  ''  stores  "  that  had  to  be 
written  oflf  sooner  or  later — ^I  will  bring  to  the  potice  of  those  members  who  may  wish 
to  treat  this  question  seriously,  that  the  total  expenditure  from  1888  to  1900  was  in 
fact  £3,845,614,  of  which  the  detail  is  here  at  the  disposal  of  hon.  members.  The 
aggregate  of  annual  surpluses  was  £100,229,  and  the  aggregate  deficiencies  £34,371. 
Since  the  General  Reserve  Fund  was  established,  the  balances  of  these  surpluses  have 
been  separately  accounted  for,  and  votes  for  works  chargeable  thereto  nave  J)een 
subjected  regularly  to  the  vote  of  the  Council.  It  has  often  been  stated,  parrot-like, 
in  this  Council,  that  these  £100,229  have  been  squandered  by  the  Chief  Secretary. 
But,  Sir,  it  is  not  £100,229  that  have  been  "  squandered,"  but  it  is,  more  correctly,, 
one  quarter  of  a  (million  pounds  to  which  the  alleged  squandering  would  apply,  if  the 
expenditure  for  extrtaordinary  works  during  the  period  under  review  had  not  been 
well  spent,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  farthing  of  tne  £242,583  expended  on  important 
works  from  1887  to  1901,  was  voted  constitutionally  not  by  the  Chief  Secretary  but 
with  the  approval  and  consent  of  the  majority  of  this  Council.  There  has  been  no- 
"  squandering  " ;  but  if  there  had  been,  the  guilty  party  would  be  the  Council.  As  to- 
the  recent  additions  to  annual  permanent  charges,  it  is  true  that  these  have  been 
increased  considerably  since  1888,  but  they  have  always  been  increased  on  the  initia- 
tive, at  the  request,  or  with  the  full  consent,  of  the  Council.  During  the  period  xmder 
review,  there  have  been  added  £17,786  a  year  in  personal  emoluments  to  the  police. 
(A  Voice:  Perche  Tavete  proposto?)  The  hon.  member  who  asks  why  the  vote  was 
proposed  to  the  Council,  may  prefer  that  murderers  and  thieves  should  roam  about  for 
vears  with  impunity,  as  vv^as  formerly  common,  and  that  disorder  should  be  facile ; 
it  is  hard  to  know.  Sir,  what  the  hon.  member  wants ;  it  is  enough  to  retort  that  a 
majority  of  the  Council  have  voted  and  revoted  these  monies  for  over  ten  years.  Does- 
he  want  to  stop  progress  and  to  pull  to  pieces  every  reform  that  has-been  accomplished  ? 
The  reform  of  the  police  was  voted  at  the  outset  by  a  Council  in  which  the  Government 
had  to  persuade  a  formidable  opposition,  led  with  greater  effect  than  can  be  boasted  of 
by  the  hon.  member  for  the  Third  District  and  the  party  of  which  he  is,  de  facto,  the 
leader.  (Dr.  Mizzi :  Sono  geloso.)  (Laughter.)  The  interruption  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman appears  to  fit  the  amusement  which  it  has  evoked  on  all  sides.  There  has  also 
been  added  to  our  annual  charges  an  increase  of  salaries  for  the  Clerical  Establishment 
and  additions  to  the  public  service  which  had  been  repeatedly  called  for — nay,  agitated 
for — ^by  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  which  the  Government  sanctioned  with 
a  view  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  majority,  amounting  to  £13,309.  We  have  to  take- 
note  of  another  increase  of  £8,362  in  the  annual  expenditure  for  a  new  Public  Health 
Department,  which  was  absolutely  necessary  to  meet  the  wants  of  modem  civilization 
and  to  carry  out  the  Sanitary  Law  voted  by  this  Council.  There  have  been  established,, 
in  the  period  under  review,  other  new  departments  with  regard  to  which  large  sums 
of  money  appear  on  both  sides  of  the  account — and  in  particular,  the  Electric  Lighting 
Department  and  the  Railway  Department — ^w^hich  are  admmistered  for  the  good  of 
the  people  on  sound  financial  principles,  practically  as  co-operative  institutions.  The 
money  spent  on  these  undertakings  has  not  been  squandered ;  it  involves,  nevertheless,, 
an  enormous  addition  to  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Grovemment  for  the  people.  In 
1900,  the  net  profit  from  the  railway  was  under  £20,  after  paying  for  everything ;  and 
as  to  the  electric  lighting  undertaking,  the  receipts  and  expenditure  did  not  balance 
each  other  last  year  on  account  of  the  abnormal  price  of  coal.  There  has  also  been 
added  an  annual  expenditure  of  £2,126  for  the  Department  of  Translators.  In  this 
case  alone  was  an  Order  enacted  to  establish  a  new  Department  under  the  powers 
vested  in  the  Secretary  of  State.  We  are  now  accumulating,  by  having  an  English 
eqmvalent  of  all  important  records  in  the  Civil  Courts — at  considerable  expense,  but 
still  it  is  a  justifiable  expense, — enormous  facilities  for  the  legal  practitioners  of  ten 
years  hence,  when  this  irrational  bi-lingual  system  will  have  been  replaced  by  the 
system  of  one  language  of  administration  and  one  language  of  educatian,  and  that 
language  will  be  English.  We  are  paying,  comparatively,  a  small  amount  for  this 
benefit,  which  will  be  reaped  by  our  successors,  vand  for  whch  they  will,  in  future,  feel 
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eternal  gratitude  to  those  who  curtailed  the  period  of  transition.  I  must  also  point 
out  that  since  1887  the  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the  Savings  Bank  appear  on  both 
sides  of  the  public  accounts,  with  a  view  to  give  greater  control  to  the  elected  members, 
over  the  expenditure  of  public  money.  The  annual  chaises  1  have  pointed  out  show 
an  additional  expenditure  of  between  £60,000  and  £70,000  a  year.  Sir,  as  an  unusual 
amount  of  public  interest  attaches  to  this  discussion,  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  members,, 
who  have,  in  this  debate,  asked  for  information,  that  they  should  at  once  receive 
replies  to  their  questions,  and  that  they  should  have  them  in  detail  on  every  point 
raised  in  their  speeches.  The  hon.  member  who  represents  Zdbbug  opened  the  debate 
witE  an  attempt  at  showing  that  further  indirect  taxation  would  strangle  trade  and 
commierce.  But  it  is  notorious  that  the  people  of  Malta  are  not  prepared  for  direct 
taxation,  and  that  we  have  no  organization  for  collecting  revenue  under  such  a  system. 
The  ^stem  of  taxation  in  Malta  has  been  from  time  immemorial  a  system  of  indirect 
taxation.  Does  the  hon.  member,  or  anybody  eke,  wish  to  argue  that  direct 
taxation  should  to-day  be  substituted,  suddenly,  for  indirect  taxation?  Sir,  the  sub- 
stitution ought  to  be  introduced  gradually,  and  the  reform  requires  ten  or  fifteen  years 
of  careful  organization.  But  had  the  Government  attempted  it  on  this  occasion^ 
instead  of  the  public  apathy  and  the  absence  of  argument  witn  which  the  anti-Govern- 
ment agitation  has  been  met,  the  modeilate  and  practical  reforms  now  proposed  would 
have  been  retarded  by  substantial  opposition  and  agitation,  because  the  landowners 
would  certainly  have  come  forward  and  combined  with  the  ecclesiastical  iiiterest  (which 
derives  so  large  a  revenue  from  Maltese  land)  and  would  hlave  agitated  for  something 
substantial;  moreover,  direct  taxation  would  have  been  put  beyond  the  reach  of 
practical  politics  and  most  urgent  reforms  wouM  have  been  much  retarded.  It  is 
because  tne  Government  desire,  as  far  as  possible,  to  meet  the  real  wishes  of  the 
majority  that  we  have  on  this  occasion  avoided  proposals  of  direct  taxation.  The 
o£Gicial  representatives  of  the  commercial  community  have  written  some  more  or  less 
doctrinaire  protests  upon  this  question;  but  these  protests  have  lost  much  of  their 
importance  by  overstating  their  contention  and  asserting  that  the  proposed  taxation 
means  that  55  per  cent.,  or  even  more,  of  taxation  will  fall  wpon  trade.  Sir,  this  can- 
not be  seriously  argued.  If  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  mean  that  55  to  57  per  cent, 
of  the  money  that  passes  through  the  Custom  House  is  collected  as  a  tax  «m 
the  profits  of  merchants,  this  is  not  the  case;  but  if  the  Chamber  mean  that 
55  per  cent,  of  our  revenue  is  derived  from  duties,  this  would  not  be  taxation  pf 
trade ;  it  would  be  indirect  taxation  paid  by  the  consumer.  I  think  everybody  under- 
stands where  the  error  lies,  and  the  hon.  member  (Mr.  Azzopardi)  wiU  agree  with  me 
on  this  point.  The  hon.  member  for  Zebbug  is  so  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  in- 
creasing taxation  to  meet  the  increased  needs  of  modem  civilization  in  Malta  that  he 
has  suggested  that  all  traders  and  shopkeepers  should  be  licensed,  and  the  £40,000 
should  be  raised  in  that  way.  I  admire  the  hon.  member  for  this  display— not  common 
on  such  questions — of  the  courage  of  his  convictions.  It  is  by  fearless  and  frank  debate 
that  practical  questions  should  be  approached,  not  by  expounding  worn  out  platitudes 
and  by  picking  holes  in  every  proposal  which  is  brought  forward  by  the  Government. 
But,  sir,  the  hon.  member  did  not  follow  up  his  own  convictions,  and  ended  by  declar- 
ing that  he  was  going  to  swallow  them-,  by  announcing  that  there  was  a  political 
programme  against  taxation  which  was  more  important  than  his  individual  convictions,, 
or  his  duty  as  a  legislator.  I  am  not  aware,  sir,  that  he  signed  any  programme  at 
the  last  general  election ;  it  has  been  stated  in  this  Council  that  he  had  not  put  his 
name  to  Dr.  Mizzi's  tardy  manifesto,  and  for  political  reasons.  The  hon.  member  then 
went  on  to  say  that  the  people  of  Malta  were  "  sufficiently  taxed."  Sir,  may  I  ask 
what  can  this  platitude  mean  ?  It  is  not  a  question  of  taxing  the  people  of  Malta,  in 
order  to  send  money  to  England  or  anywhere  else,  as  the  hon.  member  said.  (Mr. 
Semini :  To  force  English  upon  us.)  It  is  a  question  of  circulating  idle  money  to  give 
work  to  our  workmen,  and  to  give  better  water,  larger  schools,  better  sanitation,  and 
modem  civilization  to  the  people— it  is  a  question  of  putting  money  to  its  best  use  in 
the  same  way  as  a  good  father  of  a  family  spends  his  savings  reproductively  for  the  good 
of  his  family,  for  the  education  of  his  children  and  pushing  them  on  in  the  world, 
instead  of  hiding  that  money  under  a  bushel.  How  can  we  say,  sir,  whether  oui 
present  volume  of  taxation  is  sufficient  or  insufficient  to  secure  these  objects?  The 
onlv  way  to  attempt  to  solve  this  question  is,  to  make  up  our  mind  as  to  what  the  needs 
of  the  country  are,  and  to  see  that  those  needs  are  met  bv  sufficient  and  cheaply  col- 
lected duties  and  taxes.  Can  the  hon.  member  opposite  (Mr.  Azzopardi)  be  a  reliable 
judge  as  to  whether  a  new  hospital  should  or  should  not  be  built,  when  every  doctor 
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of  standing  in  Malta  has  loucQy  recorded  his  opinion  that  a  new  hospital  is  an  absolute 
necessity?  Can  we  consider,  without  a  smile,  against  iJiis  overwnelming  we^ht  of 
professional  opinion,  the  proposals  which  have  been  made  in  this  Coimcil  to  shirk  the 
responsibility  of  building  a  new  hospital,  by  hiring  a  row  of  mezzanini,  or  cottages,  at 
Hamrun,  and  sending  our  patients  for  treatment  there  ?  Can  we  say  that  new  schools 
9»re  not  wanted  in  Malta,  when  it  is  to  these  schools  that  thousands  of  the  children 
of  the  poor  are  asking  admission  to  receive  the  first  rudiments  of  knowledge  and  to  be 
made  acquainted  with  the  ways  of  getting  on  in  the  world  ? — ^when  so  many  elected 
members  boast  that  they  do  not  care  to  see  these  schoob  at  all,  or  have  done  so  only  in 
a  few  cases  ? — and  when  hon.  members  say  that  they  do  not  care  what  the  sanitary 
surroundings  of  these  schools  may  be  because,  in  their  opinion,  the  people,  when  at 
home,  hve  in  small  unhealthy  dwellings,  and  because  therefore  it  is  extravagant  to 
teach  the  children  of  the  poor  in  modem,  well  Ut,  well  ventilated,  and  up-toniate 
schools  ?  Do  hon.  members  wish  to  punish  the  growing  surplus  of  the  rising  generation 
of  the  working  classes  for  being  poor?  Is  it  the  policy  of  Dr.  Mizzi's  majority  to  keep 
the  people  down  for  the  benefit  of  the  middle  classes  ?  Sir,  this  policy  is  as  bad  as 
ancient  despotism  in  its  worst  form!  The  hon.  member  further  argues  that  none  of 
these  works  is  necessary  or  urgent.  But  I  trust  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it 
will  be  admitted  to  be  a  matter  of  urgency  that  Malta  should  keep  pace  with  modem 
civihzation.  Are  we  to  hang  back  in  the  race  of  progress  till  we  lapse  to  the  level  of 
semi-civihzed  countries  ?  We  are  at  the  dawn  of  the  twentieth  century ;  we  cannot  stand 
still,  we  must  either  move  forward,  and  move  forward  quickly,  or  else  be  left  behind. 
But,  sir,  the  rising  generation  and  the  youth  of  Malta  will  move  and  are  to-day  moving 
forward ;  it  is  only  the  fossilized  element  of  tiie  present  generation  that  will  not  move 
fast  enough  to  save  its  prestige.  (Dr.  Bonnici:  Date  mageiori  franchigie.)  The 
hon.  member  says  "date  maggiori  franchigie."  He  asks  for  more  power  before 
moving ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  hon.  member  for  Zebbug  said  that  the  representatives 
of  the  people  have  no  control  over  the  expenditure  of  public  money.  It  is  hard  to  explain 
such  an  opinion,  when  all  new  works  have  been  voted  by  this  Council.  Does  it  mean 
that  hon.  members  constantly  come  to  this  Council  without  caring  how  they  may  be 
asked  to  vote  or  without  taking  the  trouble  to  read  up  the  questions  which  are 
Drought  up  for  discussion ;  it  is  notorious  that  hon.  members  do  not  join  the  Executive 
Council,  partly  because  they  are  jealous  of  each  other,  partly  because  politicians  of 
the  old  school  do  not  want  able  men  to  reap  the  reward  which  would  be  theirs  if  the 
talents  of  the  young  had  better  opportunities.  Sir,  the  present  political  opposition 
appears  to  be  responsible  for  the  keeping  away  from  this  Councfl  of  men  of  real 
ability  in  order  to  bolster  up  excuses  for  demanding  greater  franchises  before  properly 
using  those  already  granted.  The  remedy  will  come  in  time,  we  only  have  to  wait 
patiently.  The  rising  generation  will  have  its  due  on  the  revision  of  taxation,  as  well 
as  on  the  subject  of  education.  The  hon.  member  for  Zebbug  also  risked  a  misleading 
statement  when  he  assured  this  Council  that  not  a  single  penny  had  been  tendered  for 
the  public  loan  recently  advertised.  (Mr.  Semini :  UAwocato  della  Corona  lo  disse.) 
I  distinctly  stated  at  a  former  sitting  the  amount  that  had  been  subscribed,  and  I  also 
stated  that  every  tender  for  the  2^  per  cent,  loan  had  been  offered  for  at  par.  It  is 
notorious  that  in  the  present  condition  of  the  money  market  the  time  is  not  a  favour- 
able one  for  floating  2^  per  cent,  loans.  With  regard  to  the  statement  that  the  local 
population  is  in  a  state  of  "  abject  misery,"  I  can  assure  this  Council,  from  my  own 
observation  of  many  communities  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  and  on  the  opinion  of 
many  students  of  economic  and  social  questions,,that  there  is  hardly  another  conmiunity 
in  the  world  where  the  people  are  so  prosperous  as  they  are  in  Malta.  There  is  no 
country  in  the  world  where  the  working  classes  enjoy  such  exceptional  conditions  of 
prosperity  as  the  working  classes  of  Malta;  in  no  other  country,  sir,  can  workmen 
live  in  such  good  houses  and  save  so  large  a  proportion  of  their  wages  as  they  do  in 
Malta.  (Mr.  Darmanin :  Dipende  dalla  loro  sobrietJi.)  It  depends  not  only  on  thrift, 
but  also  on  the  fact  that  the  Imperial  Government  is  unloading  upon  this  island  about 
£1,400,000  every  year,  and  that  this  supply  of  gold  is  the  great  resource  upon  which 
this  country  is  now  thriving.  The  professional  classes,  and  the  official  classes — ^the 
lawyers,  the  doctors,  the  clerks,  the  legal  procurators — ^for  the  most  part  live  on  iJieir 
prcKings  out  of  the  share  of  this  gold  earned  by  the  working  man,  by  directing  the 
enei^ies  of  those  that  produce,  by  helping  them  to  fight  out  their  squabbles,  and  by 
actiner  as  their  leaders.  The  only  miserable  class  consists  of  that  portion  of  the  middle 
class  who  do  not  work,  and  who  claim  to  live,  not  as  men,  but  as  gentlemen  at  ease, 
without  having  the  energy  or  the  brains  that  could  entitle  them  to  tEe  position  to 
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^vhich  they  aspire,  and  without  having  that  English  education  without  which  both 
brains  and  opportunities  must  be  at  an  increasing  discount  in  Malta.     That  is,  in 
truth,  an  unfortunate  class  that  deserves  our  pity  (I  allude  to  the  non-producing  section 
of  the  so-called  middle  class)  which  contains  many  specimens  too  old  to  get  out  of 
their  difficulties;  they  claim  the  right  to  live  without  working,  and  to  be  relieved 
mysteriously  from  the  inevitable  operation  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  social  economy  1 
That,  sir,  is  the  only  class  in  Malta  that  can,  to-day,  plead  misery,  and  I  hope  that  it^ 
selfish  interests  will  not  appear  to  be  over-represented  in  this  Council.    But,  besides 
that  class,  there  are  the  130,000  Maltese  who  have  no  votes,  whom  the  Government 
desires  to  better  and  to  educate  properly,  and  to  whom  we  want  to  give  proper  hospitalsi,. 
proper  sanitation,  good  schools,  and  all  the  benefits  which  in  other  British  communities 
are  clamoured  for  regardless  of  cost,  and  are  enjoyed  by  tJieir  equals.     (Mr,  Azzo- 
pardi :  per  far  di  loro  f uturi  anarchici.)    Anarchists  are  rare  among  uie  working  classes^ 
elementary  education  is  the  remedy  for  anarchy,  not  gratuitous  secondary  education. 
The  Government  is  so  anxious  for  the  welfare  of  the  lower  classes  that  we  are  spending 
£56,000  a  year  in  magnificent  charitable  institutions,  hospitals,  and  poor-houses, 
where    the    poor    are    treated    with    the    greatest    regard    and    are    afforded 
many    a    comfort.      (Dr.  Bonnici:  Questo  dimostra     la     ricchezza     del     paese?) 
There    can    be    no    better    index    of   wealth    and    prosperity    than  the  ability  to 
spend  so  large  a  surplus  in  public  charity !     We  are  in  a  position  to  be  so  generous  in 
charity  perhaps  because  a  considerable  income  has  devolved  on  this  Government  from 
the  property  left  by  the  knights  of  St.  John.    Our  public  institutions  have  repeatedly, 
on  inspection  by  most  competent  persons,  been  pronounced  to  be  cleaner  and  better 
kept  than  some  of  the  high  class  hotels  of  Valletta.     Sir,  aU  this  shows  how  prosperous 
the  country  is.     The  member  for  Zebbug  also  declined  to  consider  the  proposed  taxes 
on  their  own  merits  because,  he  said,  there  is  some  antagonism  between  the  elected 
members  and  the  Government.     If  the  hon.  gentleman  deludes  himself  with  the  idep, 
that,  by  setting  up  or  accentuating  this  antagonism  and  by  threatening  obstruction,  he 
is  going  to  induce  the  Imperial  Government  to  change  their  policy  on  the  language 
question  he  is  grievously  mistaken.     That  policy  has  been  irrevocably  decided  upon, 
and  it  is  very  like  chopping  off  your  nose  to  spite  your  face  to  mix  up  every  question 
VTitii  the  language  question.     (Mr.  Semini :  That  shows  the  despotism  of  the  Govern- 
ment.)   That  shows  that  the  most  merciful,  the  most  statesmanlike  course,  is  to  render 
the  period  of  transition  to  English  ways  and  speech  as  short  as  possible ;  and  I  can 
assure  this  Council  and  the  people  of  Malta  that  there  are  many  educated  and  intelli- 
gent authorities  in  this  island  who  are  in  favour  of  the  Italian  language,  but  who,  real- 
izing that  the  change  must  come,  say,  "  Since  the  change  must  come,  let  us  get  it  over 
quick.''    That  is  the  opinion  of  competent  judges  whose  views  on  tiiis  question  have  not 
been  suffocated  by  political  passion.     I  must  now  allude  to  the  contradictory  views 
held  by  hon.  members  of  the  same  party  on  the  subject  of  the  finances  of  the  Island. 
One  hon.  member  has  stated  that  the  Government  is  in  a  state  of  bankruptcy,  whilst 
another  hon.  member  has  alleged  that  the  balances  of  revenues  over  expenditure  were 
so  large  that  the  works  proposed  in  this  ordinance  could  be  carried  out  from  the 
present  sources  of  revenue,  without  the  assistance  of  additional  taxation.     Sir,  these 
statements  sBow^  that  the  two  leading  spokesmen  of  the  organized  majority  are  abso- 
lutely at  variance,  if  not  at  sea.     Perhaps  they  have  not  read  up  the  question,  and 
either  the  one  or  the  other  appears  to  call  black  what  is  white,  and  white  what  is 
black,  with  the  result  that  both  have  failed  to  make  out  a  case.     (Mr.  Azzopardi: 
E  il  Govemo  che  domanda  denarol)    In  answer  to  this  interruption,  I  can  only  repeat 
that  the  Government  has  submitted  the  necessity  of  increased  taxation  in  order  to 
raise  the  people  of  Malta,  so  educationally  and  socially,  as  to  enable  them  to  march 
abreast  with  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  in  the  paths  of  progress  and  civilization.     That  is 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  desired  to  spend  money  on  the  public  works  mentioned  in 
this  legislation.     The  hon.  member  for  NotabUe  referred  to  "  twenty  thousand  men  '* 
who  fell  at  the  time  when  we  achieved  our  glorious  victories  against  Napoleon.     I 
am  as  proud  of  that  magnificent  national  campaign  as  anybody  else,  but  I  apprehend 
that  in  the  whole  of  Malta  there  were  not,  at  that  time,  twenty  thousand  men  of  age 
to  bear  arms ;  and  to  say  that  twenty  thousand  men  fell  on  that  occasion  does  not  add 
to  the  importance  of  our  achievements.     (Dr.  PuUicino:   Questa  h  la  critica  deUa 
storia.)    No,  sir,  it  is  a  reply  to  an  hon.  member  who  quotes  history  without  chapter 
and  verse.     The  hon.  member  opposite  attacked  the  Government  for  Kavingj  embarked 
UTX)n  the  drainage  extension  otfierwise  than  after  consulting  the  wishes  of  the  people. 
This  is  another  encounter  with  history  of,  perhaps,  the  "bull  in  the  china  shop'^ 
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descriptian.  (Dr.  Mizzi :  Non  potrebbe  usare  iin  lingua^o  un  po'  piii  cristiano  ?)  If 
I  had  any  hope  that  arguments  might  persuade  the  hon.  member,  I  would  willingly 
^peak  Italian,  but  when  the  hon.  ^ntleman  comes  here  determined  not  to  treat  the 
question  as  if  he  were  open  to  conviction,  and  as  the  arguments  he  has  to-day  adduced 
<^onsist  in  frequent  interruptions,  ranging  from  imprecations  to  laughter,  I  must  be 
excused  if  I  feel  that  the  inconvenience  of  speaking  in  Italian  is  not  called  for  on  this 
occasion.  The  drainage  question  was  pressed  on  the  Government  by  the  Council  that 
preceded  this  one,  and  by  other  Councils.  The  drainage  extension  has,  therefore, 
oeen  sanctioned  not  only  with  the  full  moral  support  and  on  the  initiative  of  this 
Council,  but  by  formal  resolutions  passed  by  a  majority  with  respect  to  every  section  of 
the  new  scheme.  Then  the  hon.  member  o^^osite  says — and  this  is  beneath  the 
usual  standard  of  debate — that  the  drainage  is  only  wanted  for  military  considerations. 
Does  the  hon.  member  think  that  the  civilian  inhabitants  want  no  better  drainage  than 
the  beasts  of  the  field?  Does  he  mean  to  imply  in  this  Council  that  the  people  of 
Malta  are  rabbits,  as  he  has  recently  been  pleased  to  describe  his  fellow  countrymen  in 
another  place?  The  Council  has,  nevertheless,  admitted  that  the  Maltese  wish  to 
:adopt  a  high  standard  of  civilization  in  regard  to  drainage,  and,  thanks  to  modem 
iaeas,  we  afi  aspire  to  prolong  our  lives  by  the  same  standard  of  sanitation  called  for  to 
|>rotect  soldiers  and  ssolors.  If  the  hon.  member  wishes  to  keep  down  population  by  a 
low  sanitary  standard  for  the  people  of  Malta,  if  he  thinks  that  any  of  his  fellow 
countrymen  should  be  provided  for  as  "  rabbits,"  I  hope  he  wiU,  in  future,  reserve  that 
•opinion  for  himself.  If  the  particular  districts  that  have  been  drained  so  far  are  the 
fortified  towns,  that  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  permanent  ofl&cials  of  the  Government 
Tiave  put  forward  very  strongly  the  local  claim  for  an  Imperial  contribution,  and  have 
obtained  it.  I  think  that  the  time  has  come  when  every  casal  should  be  entitled  to 
its  share  of  expenditure  on  drainage  and  water  service.  We  have  also  heard  to-day 
the  strange  argument  that  labour  does  not  rej)resent  wealth.  It  is  unadvisable  to  enter 
into  a  disquisition  of  political  economy  on  this  occasion,  or  to  point  out  how  the  savings 
of  labour  can  be  converted  into  capital  and  how  capital  may  be  reijdered  reproductive. 
I  need  hardly  refer  to  the  sum  approaching  £600,000  accumulated  in  the  Government 
"Savings  Bank,  which  is  the  result  of  labour  and  of  the  savings  therefrom  invested  by 
Idialta.  .  .  (Mr.  Azzopardi:  Calcoli  in  aria.)  We  all  know  that  the  economic 
^flfects  of  the  dearth  of  labour  are,  on  the  other  hand,  usually  deplorable.  We  have 
witnessed  the  condition  of  Sicily  at  periods  when  the  demand  for  labour  was  insufl&- 
cient.  In  neighbouring  communities  one  franc  keeps  a  man  at  work  for  one  whole 
•day;  with  us  the  rate  of  wages  is  nearer  three  francs;  of  this  amount  two-thirds 
are  in  some  cases,  saved-,  and  the  saving  of  one  third  is  frequent.  And  yet  we  are  told 
solemnly  in  the  Council  that  work  does  not  mean  wealth.  The  member  for  the  Third 
District  has  also  advised  us  not  to  trouble  ourselves  about  the  erection  of  additional 
accommodation  for  female  lepers,  because  a  cure — ^according  to  some  newspaper 
Teport — ^has  been  "  discovered  "  for  leprosy.  I  once  read  that  it  was  hoped  to  find 
a  "  serum  *'  to  cure  us  all  of  old  age;  and,  perhaps,  the  hon.  member  will  in  course 
of  time  discover  a  "  serum  '^  against  taxation ;  but  we  have  not  these  remedies  at  our 
disposal  fo-day.  The  leper  hospital  has  been  built  with  due  regard  to  the  fact  that 
lepers  would  not  be  everlasting,  and  it  has  been  built  so  as  to  be  easily  convertible  into 
an  additional  wing  of  the  Poor-house.  The  poor  wiU  always  be  with  us,  in  increasing 
numbers,  for,  so  long  as  good  government  wiU  continue  to  produce  a  phenomenal 
amount  of  prosperity,  we  shall  always  have  to  provide  for  a  phenomenal  increase  of 
population,  in  view  of  which  we  should  at  once  provide  additional  poor-house  accommo- 
dation. The  hon.  member  combines  charity  and  opposition  to  the  extent  that  he  would 
willingrly  continue  to  have  criminal  patients  herded  with  harmless  patients  in  the 
Xunatic  Asylum.  Can  anything  more  cruel  be  conceived  than  that  innocent  and 
harmless  idiots  should  be  placed  side  by  side  with  murderers  under  observation,  or  with 
criminals  of  the  most  repulsive  character?  Does  the  hon.  member  wish  this  state  of 
things  to  continue  in  order  that  cigarettes  may  not  cost  a  trifling  fraction  of  a  penny 
per  packet  more  than  they  do  to-day?  Is  that  the  kind  of  charity  and  patriotism  we 
"have  to  expect  from  members  who  will  not  discuss  details,  but  whp  will  come  here 
to  press  arguments  for  evading  the  simplest  of  their  duties  ?  With  regard  to  the 
camber  at  the  Custom-house,  this  has  nothiner  to  do  with  the  great  breakwater;  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  this  little  camber  would  be  most  useful  to  the  trade  of  Malta. 
The  hon.  member  appears  to  be  anxious  to  facilitate  trade,  but,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  is  not  the  Government,  but  it  is  he  that  is  hampering  trade,  and  his  attitude  in 
condemning  the  camber  and  preventing  an  examination  of  existing  duties  can  have 
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no  effect  but  this — that  superior  wines,  the  luxury  of  the  rich,  wiH  continue  to  be 
^exempted  from  a  proper  proportion  oi  duty,  and  that  champagne  and  other  such 
beverages  wiU  contume  to  be  abnormally  cheap.    With  regaid  to  the  extension  of  the 
•electric  light,  it  is  notorious  that,  in  view  of  the  present  very  great  demand  for  more 
light,  it  would  te  a  splendid  investment  to  extend  that  instaflation.    The  extension 
•of  this  enterprise  is  a  matter  upon  which  there^may  be  diversity  of  opinion ;  and  in  my 
opinion  the  Gas  Company  and  their  friends  woidd  be  sorry  if  the  electric  light  were 
-extended ;  but  I  believe  it  would  be  soimd  business  to  extend  that  enterprise,  aiid  to 
chaige  in  accordance  with  the  price  of  coal;  and  I  am  sure  that  the  people  of  Valletta 
"would  support  this  view.    What  surprises  me  most  is  that  the  hon.  member  does  not 
Wiint  schools  to  be  built  for  the  children  of  the  poor.    Why  ?    Is  it  because  his  prede- 
cessors in  this  Council,  and  he  himself,  have  succeeded  in  bolstering  up  a  b*:atG  of 
affairs  whereby  the  children  of  the  rich  and  the  chUdren  of  the  non-productive  middle 
classes  are  securing,  at  the  expense  of  the  poor,  in  the  Lyceum  and  University,  higher 
education,  practically  for  nothing?    Is  that  true  democracy,  or  is  it  selfishness?    But 
he  propounded  even  a  worse  excuse  for  rejecting  the  proposal  to  build  schools  which 
appears  more  uncharitable.    We  are  told  that,  as  the  poor  people  live  in  unsanitary 
dwellings,  the  Government  should  not  think  of  imparting  instruction  in  well-ventilated, 
sanitary  schools,  where  new  appreciations  of  hfe  and  new  opportunities  could  be 
offered,  in  an  inviting  form,  to  every  boy  and  eveiy  girl  tiiat  may  be  provided  with 
Toom  to  attend  those  schools.    But  that  argument  has  been  refuted  by  the  words  of 
the  hon.  member  opposite  and  by  the  action  of  a  majority  of  his  colleagues,  because 
this  Council  has  sanctioned  the  construction  of  a  considerable  proportion  of  these  new 
schools.    And  if  there  still  be  another  dozen  districts  that  require  a  new  or  larger 
school,  by  what  sort  of  quibbling  is  it  to  be  argued  thaX  those  districts  are  to  be  treated 
worse  than  others  and  deprived  of  suitable  school  accommodation?    Is  this  conduct 
-dictated  by  hatred  of  the  idea  that  in  those  schools  children  would  be  taught  to  say  then- 
prayers  and  write  letters  in  their  own  Maltese  language,  or  is  it  because  in  these 
schools  we  allow  the  free  choice  of  a  second  language  of  education  ?    Is  that  the  reason 
why  the  policy  of  organized  obstruction  is  imported  into  this  question?    I  regret  that 
the  non-distribution  to  hon.  members  of  a  Blue  Book  costing  two  pence  h^P-penny 
—(Mr.  Azzopardi :  Non  si  pu6  avere  in  Malta) — ^has  caused  mconvenience,    A  copy 
will  be  sent  to  the  hon.  member  at  once.    If  that  book  has  not  been  much  seen  m 
Malta,  it  is  because  the  hon.  mem^ber  opposite  appears  to  be  the  only  one  who  has  taken 
sufficient  interest  in  statistics  to  ask  for  it.    I  must  acknowledge  that  there  has  been 
over-estimation  in  the  forecast  that  the  duty  on  spirits  and  strong  waters  would  have 
produced  £25,000  of  additional  revenue;  it  may  be  some  years  yet,  perhaps  two 
-or  three,  before  that  estimate  will  be  near  the  mark.    As  to  the  plans  of  these  new 
works,  they  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  Council,  and  they  may  be  seen  on  application  to 
the  Public  Works  Department.    I  regret  that  the  hon.  member  for  the  Third  District 
should  Bave  insinuated  that  the  money  to  be  derived  from  the  new  taxes  is  not  required 
for  purely  Maltese  and  local  interests,  and  that  he  should  have  suggested  that  the 
Imperial  contribution  was  to  be  increased  on  account  of  the  war.    When  a  member 
of  Mr.  Azzopardi's  ability  makes  an  insinuation  of  that  kind  he  ought  to  be  expEcit, 
and  ought  to  explain  and  justify  what  he  says.     If,  when  speaking  as  a  co-editor  of  a 
newspaper,  he  suggests  that  this  money  is  wanted  to  pay  a  Maltese  contribution  to  an 
Imperii  war,  the  matter  could  be  passed  over.    But  when  that  insinuation  is  repeated 
from  the  place  of  an  honourable  member  of  this  Council*,  it  appears  to  me  that  such 
an  assertion  should  be  much  deplored  by  all  who  have  the  credit  of  Malta  at  heart. 
I  would  now  beg  to  make  some  reference  to  a  subject  which  I  would  have  liked  to  leave 
nnnoticed — ^I  refer  to  the  public  meeting  of  Easter  Sunday.    Personally,  nothing  gives 
me  greater  satisfaction  than  the  opportunity  to  assist  hon.  members  to  hold  a  genuine 
political  meeting  whenever  it  is  desired  to  discuss  a  political  question  serioudy.    In 
fact  Ae  hon.  member  was  granted  all  the  assistance  the  Government  could  ^ve  to 
make  the  meeting  successful.    He  asked  that  special  trains  might  be  run  and  that 
the  ordinary  trains  might  be  stopped  in  the  iiomediate  vicinity  of  the  place  of  meeting, 
and  those  facilities  were  readily  afforded.    The  hon.  member  is  an  old  hand  at  organiz- 
ing meetings.    He  is  not  the  sort  of  person  (nor,  for  the  matter  of  that,  is  the  hon. 
member  for  the  Tenth  District)  to  choose  a  day  and  hour  for  a  meeting  unless  he  is 
satisfied  that  the  arrangements  made  previously  are  most  likely  to  collect  a  crowd, 
w  Old  parliamentary,  or  rather  old  political  hands,  do  not  commit  the  mistakes  which 

5  Tiave  been  pleaded  by  hon.  members  to-day  to  explain  away  the  failure  or  non-success 

of  the  meeting  on  Easter  Sunday.    They  know  exactly  how  to  catch  their  ducks,  and 
they  spread  their  nets  accordingly.    But  the  more  people  discuss  these  questions  the 
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less  likely  will  they  be  to  entertain  opinions  different  from  those  held  by  the  workings 
men  of  other  countries;  in  democratic  countries  the  popidar  cry  is  that  additional 
taxation  on  articles  of  luxury  means  additional  work  for  the  poor  and  additional 
pickings  for  the  middle  classes  who  have  to  live  on  the  workers.  The  money  proceeds, 
from  the  rich,  who  smoke  and  drink,  and  it  flows  down  to  the  poor,  who  get  more  work 
at  better  wages.  I  have  ascertained  that  when  the  people  below  the  hustings  were  on 
Easter  Sunday  asked  to  raise  their  hands  for  the  resolution  against  taxation,  a  great 
many  did  so,  and  when  the  dissentients  were  asked  to  give  their  opinion  a  considerable 
number  also  raised  their  hands.  (Dr.  Mizzi :  Non  h  vero.)  Perhaps  at  that  meeting- 
there  took  place  a  result  which,  not  infrequently,  occurs  in  this  Ck)uncil  when  a  divi- 
sion is  called :  some  persons  may  not  have  had  tune  to  make  up  Uieir  minds,  they  look 
round  to  see  how  others  are  voting,  and  hesitate  between  sitting  down  and  standing 
up.  A  similar  explanation  can,  no  doubt,  be  given  as  regards  those  who  raised  their 
hands  against  the  resolution.  (Dr.  Mizzi :  Non  h  vero ;  alcuni  hanno  domandato  delle- 
spiegazioni.)  The  hon.  member  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  but  when  the^ 
promoters  of  the  meeting  tried  to  get  as  many  people  as  they  and  their  freinds  could 
collect  on  Easter  Sunday,  to  declare  against  the  English  language,  there  was  bitter 
disappointment,  for  there  was  a  very  poor  attendance.  (Dr.  Mizzi:  Non  h  vero.) 
It  was  in  effect  a  faltering  expression  of  opinion  in  favoiu^  of  English,  and  an  attempt 
to  avoid  expression  against  Italian,  which,  however,  was  not  the  question  at  issue! 
Moreover,  in  the  photographs  of  the  meeting  it  is  somewhat  startling  to  see  the  Hon. 
member  for  the  Third  District  elevated  on  a  pulpit,  with  a  banner  beside  him  bearing- 
an  emblem  which  looks  very  much  like  the  well-known  cross  of  an  Archbiship. 
(Laughter.)  This  would  not  call  for  so  much  comment  if  the  hon.  member  had  not 
professed  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the  clergy  of  Malta,  as  if  he  himself  were  a  typical 
ecclesiastic !  (Laughter.)  Although  that  may  be  amusing,  it  is  positively  distressing 
that  any  honourable  member  should  have  endeavoured  to  incite  those  present  to 
religious  rancour  by  threatening  that  a  religious  question  was  mixed  up  with  financial^ 
matters ;  and  that,  when  the  English  language  had  gained  sufficient  ground  in  the 
Island,  the  Catholic  religion  of  Malta  would  be  changed.  Is  this  a  loyal  and  straight- 
forward argument  ?  If  the  opinion  of  the  educated  classes  in  Malta  is  desired  on  a 
political  question,  the  only  practical  way  to  elicit  that  opinion  is  to  convene  meetings: 
m  the  Theatre  Eoyal  or  at  the  Britannia  Circus,  or  in  some  large  hall.  But  if  the 
organizer  of  the  Easter  Sunday  meeting  did  not  consider  himself  the  leader  of  the 
intelligent  classes,  he  may  have  had  good  reason  to  avoid  asking  their  opinion  and  for- 
addressing  himself  to  a  street  crowd  instead !  How  can  the  hon.  member  for  the  Third 
District  boast,  of  having  evoked  a  genuine  expression  of  opinion,  when  he  began  by 
muddling  up  the  three  different  questions  of  taxation,  language  of  education,  and 
religion,  giving  to  the  jumble  the  colouring  which  suited  the  purpose  of  agitation,  and 
not  of  discussion,  and  then  giving  the  finishing  touch  to  this  fabric  by  making  earnest 
appeals  to  the  religious  feelings  of  an  audience  which  he  had  failed  to  convince  by 
other  arguments?  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  final  appeal  to  hon.  members  to  listen  to- 
reasonable  arguments,  and  not  to  shirk  full  and  fair  discussion  before  the  Council. 
For,  if  they  would  be  running  some  danger  of  incurring  unpopularity,  in  case  thej 
allowed  this  ordinance  to  reach  the  Committee  stage,  and  gave  themselves  an  oppor- 
tunity to  discuss  the  details  of  this  fiscal  measure,  they  would  still  be  able,  if  they 
chose,  to  throw  out  the  Ordinance  at  the  third  reading. 


No.  35. 
Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  May  4,  1901.) 

Sm  The  Palace,  Valletta,  April  29,  1901. 

With  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  27th  instant,*  I  beg  leave  to  report  m 
detail  my  views  on  the  urgent  necessity  of  determining  the  vanous  matters  ^ch 
should  be  included  in  an  Order  in  Council,  now  that  the  Finance  Ordmance  has  been 
rejected  by  the  Elected  Members  of  the  Council. 

•  No.  84. 
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2.  With  regard  to  the  proposed  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Crown  Advocate 
^t  a  salary  of  £400  a  year,  I  feel  that  all  the  means  at  my  disposal  to  obtain  the  legaliza- 
tion of  this  expenditure  otherwise  than  by  an  Order  in  Council  have  been  thoroughly 
-exhausted. 

3.  This  proposal  was  first  submitted  to  the  Council  of  Grovemment  on  the  15th 
November,  1899,  when  the  Colonial  Estimates  for  the  ensuing  year  were  being  dis- 
cussed, and  the  measure  was  rejected.  The  scheme  (modified  in  accordance  with  your 
Sections)  was  again  postponed  indefijiitely  by  the  Elected  Members  on  the  11th  June, 
1900,  when  it  was  presented  to  them  in  the  form  of  extending  the  duties  of  the  Advocate 
for  the  Poor,  at  an  increased  salary,  so  as  to  comprise  those  of  the  Assistant  Crown 
Advocate.  The  Elected  Members  were  again  approached  on  the  subject  on  the  14tli 
November  last,  a  new  session  of  the  Council  having  supervened  after  its  dissolution,  and 
the  rate  of  salary  proposed  for  an  Assistant  Crown  Advocate  for  the  last  two  months 
•of  the  year  was  included  in  a  Supplementary  Estimate  of  expenditure.  This  fresh 
attempt  to  induce  the  Elected  Members  to  be  reasonable  failed,  however,  like  the 
former  ones,  and  the  vote  was  rejected.  Finally,  when  the  Colonial  Estimates  for  1901 
were  being  discussed  towards  the  end  of  1900,  the  salary  of  an  Assistant  Crown  Advo- 
•cate  was  the  subject  of  lengthy  discussion,  but  it  was  ultimately  rejected  by  the  Elected 
majority. 

4.  It  is  evident  that  the  Elected  Members  will  not  pass  any  such  vote.  Their 
opposition  was  not  supported  by  any  good  argument,  and  whenever  the  Government 
scheme  was  modified  so  as  to  meet  me  objections  expressed  in  debate  by  Elected 
Members,  that  opposition  altered  in  form,  but  continued  unabated  in  substance,  and 
was  based  on  some  other  argument  of  remote  importance.  There  appears  to  be  involved 
in  this  question  the  personal  rivalry  of  senior  advocates  imperfectly  acquainted  with 
English,  as  opi)osed  to  the  claims  for  preferment  of  a  young  advocate  who  has  studied  in 
England  ana  risen  rapidly. 

5.  I  venture  to  submit  that  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  separate  Imperial  from 
local  interests  in  matter  of  legislation,  in  which  Imperial  interests  are  always  most 
closely  involved,  as,  for  instance,  in  criminal,  sanitary,  and  police  legislation. 

6.  With  regard  to  the  amendments  required  in  the  Statute  of  the  University,  I 
venture  earnestly  to  request  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  reconsider  the  matter,  which  was 
^dealt  with  in  your  despatch  of  the  13th  February,*  in  order  that  I  may  be  in  a  position 
to  gradually  introduce  the  changes  pointed  out  in  my  despatch  of  the  21st  of  January.* 
I  beff  to  invite  your  attention,  whilst  on  this  important  subject,  to  my  further  views 
which  were  submitted  in  my  confidential  despatch  of  the  19th  of  February.*  Now  that 
the  "  Malta  (Use  of  English  Language  in  Legal  Proceedings)  Order  in  Council,  1899," 
is  in  force,  I  trust  that  the  powers  for  giving  effect  to  its  inevitable  consequences  may 
be  adequately  provided. 

7.  Another  pressing  need  is  the  erection  of  a  sanitary  Elementary  School  for 
Valletta,  capable  of  accommodating  aU  the  children  of  school  age,  who  are  now  re- 
ceiving instruction  in  separate  bufldings,  insufficient  for  that  object,  and  in  every 
respect  unsuitable.  Moreover,  by  the  erection  of  a  proper  school  in  Valletta  the 
Magdalen  Church  could  be  made  available  for  the  use  of  Roman  Catholic  troops,  as 
reported  in  my  despatch  of  the  9th  of  January  last.* 

8.  I  would  again  strongly  recommend  the  insertion  in  the  Civil  List  of  a  pro^ 
vision  for  the  Education  Department,  in  the  manner  I  had  the  honour  to  submit  for  your 
favourable  consideration  in  paragraph  6  of  my  despatch  of  the  3rd  January  * 

9.  The  present  condition  of  the  Educational  Institutions,  in  view  of  the  reduction 
of  the  education  votes,  is  most  unsatisfactory.  The  Department  is  now  being  worked 
under  great  difficulties,  which  may  develop  complications  that  will  make  the  Education 
Department  xmworkable. 

10.  The  progress  of  educational  reforms  will  receive  a  severe  check,  if  steps  are 
iiot  taken  in  time  to  check  the  Elected  Members'  attempts  to  place  the  Italian  language 
in  the  position  it  had  12  years  ago,  by  making  a  factious  use  of  their  numerical  majority 
in  the  Council  for  rejecting,  or  reducing  beyond  workable  limits,  the  funds  required  to 
carry  on  the  •present  system  of  education  and  the  natural  expansion  thereof  called  for 
l)y  the  increasing  needs  of  the  population. 

I  have,  &c.; 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor.    ' 


•  Not  printed. 
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:"v;*  No-  36. 

GOVERNOR  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  May  8,  1901.) 

(Extract.) 

The  Palace,  Valletta,  May  4,  1901. 

There  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  now  no  further  room  to  doubt  that  an  early  and 
complete  Order  in  Council  is  the  only  practical  resort  at  the  disposal  of  the  Govern- 
ment under  present  circumstances. 

The  fundamental  cause  of  the  action  of  the  Elected  Members  is  their  desire  to* 

Srocure  the  re^al  of  the  "  Malta  fUse  of  English  Language  in  Legal  Proceedings) 
Irder  in  Council,  1899,"  by  virtue  ot  which,  in  1914,  English  will  become  the  language- 
af  the  Courts,  instead  of  Italian.  In  this  question  the  general  pubhc  take  compara- 
tively but  little  interest. 

The  general  public  are  easily  induced  to  sympathise  with  the  vague  cry^ 
that  taxation  is  unnecessary,  and  that  any  pressing  needs  might  be  met  by 
"  economy,''  a  view  which  a  numiber  of  the  Elected  Members  appear,  nevertheless,  to  be 
too  enhghtened  to  really  believe  in. 

An  article,  which  recently  appeared  in  the  "  Daily  Mail,"  has  been  made  use  of  by 
Dr.  Mizzi  in  his  newspaper,  witn  very  great  eflFect,  to  impress  on  the  middle  classes- 
that  the  spread  of  EngUsh  is  not  in  the  interest  of  the  Maltese,  but  a  system  of  Imperial 
policy  to  cause  emigration  to  British  Colonies. 

It  has  been  gratuitously  represented  that  the  "  Daily  Mail "  is  the  organ  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  and  that  Italian  is  to  be  suppressed  in  Malta  in 
order  to  flood  this  island  with  unsuccessful  barristers  and  solicitors,  who,  when  English 
displaced  Italian,  would  "take  the  bread  from  the  mouth  of  the  Maltese."  The 
obvious  reply  is  that  the  Maltese  language,  and  not  the  Italian,  is  the  language  of 
Malta,  and  that  the  Maltese  youths  of  the  mture,  who  speak  Maltese  and  know  English 
from  childhood,  will  easily  succeed  in  competition  against  all  comers,  and  be  effectively^ 
protected  from  competitions  on  the  part  of  British  subjects,  who  cannot  learn  Maltese 
with  any  success  if  they  are  not  bom  in  Malta.  Moreover,  the  natural  ability  of 
Maltese  youths  will  enable  them  to  hold  their  own  anywhere,  if  a  good  method  of 
education  is  provided. 

It  appears  from  the  local  press  that  in  a  reply  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  this 
question,  to  the  eflEect  that  His  Majesty's  Gk)vermnent  wiU  adhere  to  its  educational 
policy  in  Malta,  the  expression  was  added  that  there  was  no  agitation  in  this  island  on 
the  subject.  Dr.  Mizzi  and  his  party  have  seized  on  this  alleged  opening  as  a  hint  to 
create  ttie  appearance  of  agitation,  in  order  iJiat  His  Majesty  s  Government  might  be 
more  ready  to  re-open  the  previous  decision. 

The  "pro-Italian"  party  have,  therefore,  proceeded  to  create  the  appearance  of 
agitation,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  will  succeed  in  evoking  some  excitement,  for 
a  few  days,  by  organizing  a  large  open-air  meeting. 

The  priests,  having  been  considerably  agitated  of  late  by  a  petition  that  has  been 
circulated  by  the  Archbishop  Bishop  of  Mfidta,  in  connection  with  tilie  oath  taken  by^ 
His  Majesty  at  the  opening  of  Parliament,  have  easily  been  persuaded  by  Dr.  Mizzi 
that  it  is  the  object  of  the  Government  to  change  not  only  the  language,  but  also  the 
religion  of  the  country,  and  I  enclose  herewith  a  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  Mizzi  by  the 
Canons  of  the  Chapter  of  Cospicua,  in  which  this  view  is  typically  set  out. 

Dr.  Mizzi  has  also  published  a  garbled  reference  to  Sir  Gerald  Strickland's  speech 
in  the  Council  of  Government  on  the  12th  April,  in  which  he  (Dr.  Mizzi)  states  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  declared  on  that  occasion  that  the  English  Government  vnll 
proceed  (in  its  policy)  by  forcing  the  Protestant  religion  on  the  people  of  Malta. 

The  hopes  of  Dr.  Mizzi  and  his  party  are  based  on  the  interpretation  which  they 
give  to  a  remark,  attributed  to  you,  on  the  occasion  of  Dr.  Mizzi's  visit  to  London,  to 
the  effect  that  the  question  of  the  substitution  in  the  Law  Courts  of  English  for  Italian 
under  the  Order  in  Council  of  1899  might  be  reconsidered  in  1914. 
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It  is  clear  that  if,  between  now  and  1914,  the  educational  system  in  the  Lyceum 
and  the  University  is  made  to  fit  the  conditions  which  will  then  arise,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  reconsider  the  question  at  all.  On  the  other  hand,  if  by  undue  deference 
to  political  agitation  and  response  to  misrepresentations  (coupled  with  want  of  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  Government),  the  children  who  are  now  adopting  English  in  the 
elementary  schools  as  their  principal  language  of  education  have  in  future  to  be 
thrown  back  on  Italian  when  they  reach  the  Lyceum  or  the  University,  then  it  is  more 
than  probable  that  the  "  Malta  (Use  of  English  Language  in  Legal  Proceedings)  Order 
in  Council,  1899,"  will  in  1914  have  to  be  modified.  The  opportunity  of  preparing  a 
generation  of  young  lawyers  to  give  effect  thereto  without  inconvenience  must  be  seized 
now  and  effectively  utilized  in  Qie  interval. 

Meanwhile  it  is  remarkable  that  at  these  public  meetings  Maltese,  and  not  Italian, 
is  the  language  used  for  addressing  the  crowds,  and  that  the  Italian  language,  as  used 
in  Council,  is  degenerating. 

In  Gozo  the  progress  of  English  is  comparatively  backwards,  and  the  agitators 
succeeded  in  deterring  the  children  from  attending  the  school  of  Sannat  for  a  short 
period.     The  strike,  however,  hardly  lasted  48  hours. 

In  Malta  the  choice  of  English  by  the  parents  of  the  school  children  is  now  certi- 
fied to  on  behalf  of  the  parents  in  each  case  by  a  written  declaration,  or  on  the  authority 
of  a  witness ;  in  one  village  of  Malta  the  percentage  of  children  choosing  English  has 
this  year  slightly  declined  as  a  consequence  of  ^he  political  pressure,  but,  generally 
speaking,  the  working  classes  continue,  almost  unanimously,  to  choose  English  as  the 
first  and  principal  language  of  education  after  learning  to  read  in  Maltese. 

In  conclusion,  if  the  "Malta  (Use  of  English  Language  in  Legal  Proceedings) 
Order  in  Council,  1899  "  is  not  to  be  made  a  dead  letter,  and  if  the  very  beneficial 
system  of  instruction  based  on  English  is  not  to  be  upset,  to  the  detriment  of  the  vast 
majority  of  the  children  and  of  mutual  good  will  in  future,  the  consequences  of  the 
approved  policy  must  be  followed  up,  consistently  and  continuously,  as  year  by  year 
the  children  to  whom  it  has  been  applied  are  promoted  to  the  higher  classes.  For  this 
object  it  would  be  necessary  for  me  to  obtain  additional  powers  by  the  Order  in  Council 
under  contemplation. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  36. 

(Translation  from  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta ''  of  22nd  of  April,  1901.) 

Maltese,  Hear! 

We  have  already  published  a  translation  of  an  article  which  appeared  in  the^ 
London  "  Daily  Mail,"  in  which  that  newspaper,  which  is  believed  to  be  the  organ 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  insists  that  among  the 
terms  of  peace  to  be  offered  to  the  Boers  may  not  be  included  the  condition  allowing 
the  use  of  the  Boer  language  itself,  but  that  in  the  Transvaal  the  use  of  "the  English 
language  alone  "  should  be  imposed,  as,  in  the  words  of  that  Ministerial  paper,  it  is 
only  in  this  manner  that  the  many  thousands  of  English  young  men  who  find  no  work 
in  England  may  be  sure  of  being  able  to  compete  successfully  with  the  Boers  them- 
selves, filling  up  situations  in  the  Transvaal. 

After  the  publication  of  that  article  the  "  Daily  Mail "  received  numerous  letters- 
from  its  Englisn  correspondents  in  support  of  the  necessity  to  impose  "the  English 
language  alone ''  in  the  Transvaal,  always  with  the  aim  of  securing  thereby  good  em- 
ployment for  English  young  men,  who  are  unemployed  in  thousands,  as  is  proved  by  the- 
fact  that  for  only  1,000  vacancies  in  the  police  in  South  Africa  12,000  applications 
were  made. 

Now  the  "  Daily  Mail  **  returns  to  the  charge^  and  in  another  article  published  in 
its  issue  of  the  12th  instant,  deploring  the  possibility  that  the  Government  might,  not- 
withstanding Mr.  Chamberlain's  declaration  to  the  contrary,  come  to  a  compromise 
for  peace  with  the  Boers,  declared  that,  as  to  the  language  question,  however,  no 
allowance  must  or  can,  in  any  way,  or  on  any  condition,  be  made,  and  that  "the 
English  language  alone  '*  must,  at  any  cost,  be  imposed  in  the  Transvaal. 
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The  article  runs  thus : — 

"  But  on  one  point  alone  there  can  be  no  compromise.  The  language  question 
must  be  decided  once  and  for  all.  The  *  taal/  which  is,  in  reality  a  iargon  of  the  lowest 
sort,  without  literature  and  without  associations,  must  cease  to  be  the  official  language. 
'  English,'  and  '  English  alone,'  must  be  used  in  the  courts  and  in  legislation.  If  the 
Boers  had  won  they  had  already  openly  announced  their  intention  of  abolishing  the 
English  language  in  South  Africa.     They  have  lost,  and  they  have  fo  pay  the  penalty. 

"  It  may  appear  hard  to  sentimentalists  that  the  '  taal '  should  be  thus  abolished, 
but  it  is  not  for  us  at  this  moment  to  think  of  sentiment  and  of  theories,  bift  only  of 
actual  facts.  And  to  allow  the  '  taaV  would  mean  the  automatic  exclusion  of 
'hundreds  and  thousands  of  English  young  men  from  employment'  in  the  conquered 
countries.*^ 

As  we  see,  the  "  Daily  Mail "  speaks  clearly. 

To  take  from  a  people  their  own  language,  by  imposing  another  in  its  stead,  "  is 
a  penalty  "  which  is  inflicted  on  them.  Still,  our  Government  would  have  the  Maltese 
believe  that  this  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  benefit,  an  advantage,  nay,  an  act  of  grace  for 
which  they  have  to  be  thankful. 

And  why  is  it  wanted  to  impose  on  the  Boers  the  use  of  "only  the  English 
language  ?"  The  "  Daily  Mail "  states  it  also  openly,  because  in  this  way  alone  will 
the  hundreds  and  thousands  of  English  young  men  secure  employment  in  the  Transvaal 
in  preference  to  the  native  Boers.  If,  besides  the  English,  the  use  of  another  language 
will  be  allowed,  the  "taal,"  for  instance,  those  hundreds  and  thousands  of  English 
young  men  cannot  hope  to  find  employment  in  the  Transvaal. 

This  is  the  case  of  Malta.  When  there  will  "  only  be  the  English  language,"  situa- 
tions in  Malta  will  be  usurped  by  the  English,  who  will  always  know  the  English  lan- 
guage better  than  the  Maltese,  and  who  will  flow  here  in  hundreds  and  thousands, 
compelling  the  Maltese  to  emigrate,  or  to  be  satisfied  with  being  their  subordinates  and 
their  servants. 

Should,  instead,  the  Italian  language  be  maintained,  besides  the  English,  they  will 
be  unable  to  offer  this  competition  to  the  Maltese,  because  ui.the  knowledge  of  Italian 
tiie  Maltese  will  always  be  above  the  English. 

Nevertheless,  our  Government,  the  Government  of  Strickland  and  "  Naudino,'' 
would  have  us  believe  that  this  will  not  happen;  the  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
Englishmen  who  are  ready  to  invade  the  Transvaal,  notwithstanding  the  terrible 
cUmate,  and  the  natural  uninviting  conditions  of  the  country,  for  the  mere  post  of 
Policeman,  will  not,  according  to  Strickland  and  "  Naudino,  come  to  this  delightful 
climate  for  the  lucrative  empiojnoaents  which  are  being  prepared  for  them  by  means  of 
the  substitution  of  the  language.  Do  Strickland  and  "  Natidino  "  believe  that  the 
Maltese  are  so  simple  as  to  take  their  assurances  in  earnest,  and  that  they  cannot  see 
for  themselves  that  those  assurances  are  already  contradicted  by  facts  which  prove 
that,  since  the  substitution  of  English  for  Italian  was  imposed,  the  number  of  English 
employes  has  always  been  increasing  ? 

And  let  the  Maltese  note  I  The  imposition  on  the  Boers  of  the  sole  use  of  the 
English  language  is  wanted  as  a  penalty  on  the  conquered  and  an  advantage  to  the 
conquerors. 

But  we  have  never  been  conquered,  nor  are  the  English  our  conquerors! 

In  force  of  what  right  do  they,  therefore,  pretend  to  inflict  on  us  the  degrading 
penalty  of  depriving  us  of  our  language  of  civilization  and  education,  and  to  reduce  us, 
m  comparison  with  themselves,  to  the  condition  of  subordinates  and  slaves? 

But,  God  help  us!  this  will  never  be,  and  the  Maltese,  whilst  remaining  loyal 
to  the  British  Crown,  will  fight  to  the  last  in  defence  of  their  rights! 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  36. 

Translation  from  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta,"  of  27th  April,  1901. 

The  Question  qf  the  Italian  Language  in  Malta. 

Under  the  above  heading  the  Italian  newspapers  publish  the  following  telegram 
from  London,  "  Stef ani  Agency  " ; 
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London,  25 — Ciommons — Chamberlain  in  answering  a  question  relative  to  the 
language  question  in  Malta  states  that  he  has  no  reason  to  believe  in  th^  existence 
of  ctissatisfaction  among  the  population  of  Malta. 

From  recent  reports  it  results  that  from  98  to  99  per  cent,  of  the  parents  of 
children  attending  tine  elementary  schools  of  Malta  have  given  their  choice  to  the 
English  language  in  preference  to  Italian.  He,  therefore,  sees  no  reason  for  a  modi- 
fication of  the  attitude  of  the  Government. 

Now  tiiis  is  an  absolutely  false  statement,  and  we  are  astonished  to  hear  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain  returning  to  the  House  of  Commons  to  aflBirm  that  the  Maltese  have 
selected  the  English  language  as  the  language  of  their  civilisation  and  education. 

In  the  first  place,  we  have  yesterday  related  facts  to  show  that  the  reports  of  the 
masters  and  mistresses  of  the  schools,  relative  to  the  so-called  choice  of  the  English 
language  in  the  elementary  schools,  are,  to  say  the  least,  incorrect,  and  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  school  boys  of  the  Government  elementary 
schools  of  Sannat,  Gozo  (their  parents  and  relatives  agreeing)  have  struck  work,  ana 
protested  against  the  action  of  their  teacher,  who  has  dared  to  state,  under  oath,  that 
they  have  selected  the  English  language  in  preference  to  Italian.  They  have  declared 
to  have  never  expressed  their  adherence  to  what  the  schoolmaster  had  dared  to  state  in 
their  names ;  and  they  have  stated  that  their  wish  was  that  the  boys  should  be  taught 
also  English,  and  thejr  never  intended  thereby  to  reUnquidi  the  Italian  language,  the 
true  language  of  their  civilization  and  of  tneir  education.  These  are  lacts  which 
can  be  denied  and  mystified  only  by  such  brazen-faced  persons  as  Chamberlain  and  his 
political  supporters. 

At  any  rate  there  are  now  the  clear  and  explicit  declarations  of  the  Chapters  of 
the  Churches  of  Malta  and  Grozo,  of  the  Parish  Priests  of  the  two  Dioceses,  the  Maltese 
Nobility,  the  Moral  Bodies  recognized  by  the  Grovemment,  from  the  Chamber  of 
Advocates  down  to  the  Work  Associations,  of  the  Eeligious  Commxmities,  the  Clubs 
of  Philharmonic  Societies  and  also  the  Students  of  the  University,  and  of  many  educa- 
tional establishments  both  public  and  private ;  all  of  them  declarations  in  favour  of  the 
Italian  language,  and  absolutely  agamst  the  substitution  of  English.  The  Govern- 
ment is  unable  to  declare  these  declarations  null  and  void,  because  they  are  clear  and 
explicit,  and  no  amount  of  artifice  and  abstruse  argumentation  will  ever  diTm'm'Rh  their 
substance  and  value.  And  there  they  are  to  show  how  false  is  Chamberlain's  declara- 
tion to  the  English  Parliament,  to  the  effect  that  the  Maltese  have  given  their  choice 
to  tibe  English  language  in  preference  to  Italian. 

Nowadays  the  language  question  is  not  simply  a  sentimental  and  a  national 
question;  nowadays  it  is  mainly  a  question  of  bread  and  of  existence,  and  all  liie 
Maltese  (mind  you,  all,  even  those  who  up  to  yesterday  believed  in  the  sincerity  of  the 
Grovemment)  have  now  found  out  that  for  us  the  language  question  is  a  question  of  bread 
and  of  existence.  During  the  last  20  years  of  embittered  struggles  in  defence  of  the 
Italian  language,  we  have  had  full  opportunity  to  study  this  question  in  all  its  bearings, 
but  never  more  than  to-day  has  the  object  of  the  Government  been  so  clear  in  imposing 
the  English  language  in  our  Schools,  in  Grovemment  Departments,  and  in  the  Courts 
of  law,  because  it  is  to-day  that  the  Grovemment  has  cast  off  the  mask.  It  is  truly 
providential  that  the  "  Daily  Mail,"  the  organ  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  has  made  those 
declarations  of  which  we  have  all  heard ;  it  is  traly  providential  that  that  paper  should 
have  demonstrated  to  all  what  is  the  objective  of  the  Imperial  Government  in  regard 
to  the  language  question.  All  can  now  see  the  object  wnich  the  I^cal  and  Imperial 
Governments  have  in  view  in  imposing  on  us  the  English  language,  and  nobody  can,  in 
good  faith,  think  otherwise. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  enough  to  ask  the  reason  why  it  is  to-day  that  the  English 
Grovemment  is  trying  to  embellish  Malta,  just  now  when  it  lliinks  the  time  has  come 
to  accomplish  its  ends? 

Why  does  it  to-day  think  of  increasing  the  salary  of  its  employees,  to  modify  the 
tariff  of  the  lawyers  and  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Judges?  How  has  all  this 
anxiety  for  innovations  and  charity  arisen,  on  the  part  of  the  Grovemment,  which 
during  these  hundred  years  of  domination  has  only  thought  of  securing  in  Malta  a  good 
Naval  and  Military  Station  ? 

The  riddle  is  not  hard  to  guess,  and  the  key  to  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  articles  of  the 
"  Daily  Mail "  of  which  we  have  in  due  time  published  a  translation  in  our  newspaper. 
The  Government  wants  to  tread  us  under  its  foot,  and  make  us  the  slaves  of  English- 
men, and  this  is  the  reason  why  to-day  it  is  paving  the  way  for  those  who  will  have  to 
substitute  us  in  our  own  home.  To-day  it  is  quite  clear  to  us,  because  the  very  English 
papers  have  declared  it. 
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How  can  the  Govenunent,  therefore,  maintain  that  the  Maltese  are  favourable 
towards  the  substitution  of  the  English  for  the  Italian  language  ? 

But  lo!  Let  me  for  one  moment  admit  (^ust  imagine  what  a  heresy  I  am  about 
to  proffer)  that  the  Government  is  in  good  faith,  and  that  it  is  imposing  the  English 
language  in  order  to  accede  to  the  wishes  of  the  Maltese.  Well,  to-day  that  the  Maltese 
have  expressed  a  contrary  wish,  will  the  Government  be  so  loyal  towards  us  as  to 
change  its  policy? 

Here  lies  the  difl&culty.  Let  us  see  what  the  Government  will  do  when  this 
plebiscite  against  the  substitution  of  the  English  lan^age  for  the  Italian  is  over, 
and  then  wiU  we  talk.  But  certain  it  is  that,  according  to  logic,  it  should  change 
policy,  in  homage  for  that  popular  wiU,  which  it  declares  it  has  always  desired  to 
respect. 

Zeta. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  36. 

(Translation.) 

Sm,  Chapter's  Hall,  Cospicua,  April  22,  1901. 

I  AM  directed  by  this  Most  Reverend  Chapter  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  patriotic  invitation  which  you  have  sent  to  them  to  take  part  in  the  Great  Meeting, 
which  it  is  intended  to  hold  shortly  on  the  most  important  questions  of  Taxation  and 
Language.    This  Most  Reverend  Chapter  direct  me  to  inform  you  that,  at  their  meet- 
ing Held  to-day,  after  having  observed  that  it  would  be  the  blackest  of  treasons  not 
to  uphold  the  defenders  of  the  most  noble  causes,  especially  under  circumstances  similar 
to  those  in  which  our  dear  but  unhappy  country  finds  itseli" ;  and  after  having  remarked 
that  in  countries  governed  constitutionally,  oi  which  England  is  the  model,  the  voice 
of  the  people  asserts  itself  in  public  meetings,  hence  the  great  heed  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ments to  the  expression  of  the  popular  feelings  at  such  meetings ;  after  having  pointed 
out  that  the  debated  questions  of  taxation  and  of  the  language  are  of  the  greatest 
moment,  both  falling  heavily  on  this  people  in  general,  already  overcharged  and  op- 
pressed, and  directly  and  immediately  on  the  poor  and  middle  classes,  the  former 
extorting  contributions  from  the  already  exhausted  pockets  of  the  people,  and  the  latter 
taking  away  the  employment  and  work  from  the  Maltese  workmen,  offering  it  to  the 
foreigner,  who,  up  to  the  present  time,  has  found  in  the  Italian  language  the  only 
obstacle  to  his  invading  the  Islands;  after  having  considered  that  the  lan^age,  besides 
being  a  question  of  bread,  might  likewise  prove  to  be  a  religious  question,  inasmuch 
as  by  its  official  introduction  among  the  lower  classes  of  the  people  (in  the  sense 
of  course  in  which  sudh  introduction  of  the  language  is  being  (^posed  by  the  present 
Representatives  of  the  people  in  the  Council  of  Government)  a  wide  field  would  «be 
opened  to  the  Protestant  Section,  wherein  to  sow  the  Lutheran  principles  which  are 
condemned  by  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  because,  together  with  the  distribution 
among  them  of  the  Protestant  Bible  and  of  other  English  books,  poison  would  likewise 
be  offered,  mingled,  perhaps,  with  some  sweet  liquor  that  might  be  drunk  by  the  lower 
classes  with  the  greatest  aetrimenl  to  their  souls ;  and  of  this  no  one  better  than  this 
Most  Reverend  Chapter  can  afford  more  exact  information  and  submit  instances,  they 
having  had,  on  more  than  one  occasion,  to  report  to  the  competent  authorities  the 
gratuitous  distribution  of  books  of  the  nature  above-mentioned ;  consequently  attempts 
to  the  subversion  of  religion  by  means  of  the  English  language,  forciblv  introduced, 
might  attain  more  easily  the  desired  ends :  after  having  likewise  considered  that  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  those  who  are  charged  with  the  care  of  the  souls,  as  it  is  the  case  veith 
this  Most  Reverend  Chapter,  to  protect  their  parishioners  not  only  from  the  snares 
laid  out  against  their  spiritual  welfare,  but  also  from  such  as  threaten  their  material 
well  being,  because  grim  indigence  might  sometimes  lead  to  certain  actions  detrimental 
to  the  soul,  and,  in  fact,  many  are  the  favours,  the  facilities,  and  allurements  which 
certain  Heads  of  Societies,  in  high  stations,  bestow,  under  the  cloak  of  a  false  and 
deceitful  philanthropy,  on  those  who  are  already,  or  at  least  feign  to  be,  prepared  to 
follow  their  false  religious  principles,  and  all  this  for  no  other  reason  but  that  of  secur- 
ing their  living ;  considering  that  union  of  the  people  and  perseverance  in  the  use  of 
lawful  and  constitutional  means  are  generally  held  to  be  a  guarantee  of  a  moral 
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certainty  of  victory  on  the  part  of  the  people  fighting  against  the  insidious  aims  of  the 
Govemments ;  and  being  desirous  to  confirm  by  deed  that  the  Catholic  Priest  (defends 
the  people)  as  has  already  been  ably  demonstrated  by  Dr.  Giov.  PulHcino,  then  Pro- 
fessor, and  now  one  of  His  Majesty's  Judges,  in  one  of  his  public  dissertations,  viz. : 
"  that  when  the  rights  of  the  people  are  abused  by  prepotency  and  despotism^  he  {the 
Priest)  within  the  limits  of  his  ministry  takes  upon  himself  the  defence  thereof,  and 
endeavours  to  obtain  the  reparation  due  to  the  weak  and  the  powerless;''  (the  Chapter) 
have  imanimously  decided  to  accept  the  invitation  and  to  be  represented  by  their 
ordinary  deputies ;  and  in  so  decidmg,  they  declare  to  have  done  nothing  more  than 
following  the  dictates  of  their  conscience  that  calls  them  to  the  well-advised,  just,  pro- 
pitious, and  legal  meeting  so  very  patriotically  devised  by  you,  in  order  that  tney, 
together  with  me  other  patriots,  might  see,  as  they  fervently  trust,  removed  the  im- 
mment  evils  by  which  our  unhappy  country  is  being  threatened ;  and  as  a  conclusion 
of  this  letter  in  reply  to  your  invitation,  tms  Most  Reverend  Chapter  suggests  to  the 
imdersigned  the  words  pronounced  in  1897  by  His  Eminence  Cardinal  Ferrari  on  the 
occasion  of  the  Opening  of  the  XV.  Catholic  Congress,  when  His  Eminence  said  "  We 
also  are  citizens;  and  the  fact  of  our  being  Ministers  of  the  Sanctuary  or  Catholic 
laymen  does  not  deprive  us  of  our  rights  of  citizens;  because  we  are  not  denied  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  of  citizens. 

In  conclusion.  Sir,  this  Most  Reverend  Chapter  consider  that  the  conduct  already 
followed  on  the  present  occasion  by  the  Maltese  Clergy  generally,  will  have  the 
effect  of  dispelling  the  malignant  insinuations  that  the  pseudo-patriots  are  sowing 
among  the  people,  viz. :  that  the  Clergy  are  egotistical,  and  that  it  is  only  when  their 
own  interests  are  at  stake  that  they  show  themselves  claiming  the  support  of  the  people 
and  abandoning  the  field  when  it  is  the  turn  of  the  people  to  fight;  while  the  present 
occasion  has  abeady  sufiitoiently  demonstrated  that  the  support  or  help  is  reciprocal, 
and  that  when  the  interests  of  Reli^on  or  of  the  country  demand  it,  both  Clergy 
and  people  know  how  to  join  hands  in  order  that,  united  and  strong,  they  may  fight 
with  happy  results  their  common  enemy. 

I  take  this  opportunity,  Sir,  to  greet  you  in  the  name  of  this  Most  Reverend 
Chapter,  and  to  congratulate  you  in  their  name  for  the  noble  undertaking,  wishing 
you  a  splendid  success  with  happy  result,  which  is  the  hope  of  all  true  patriots. 

I  am,  &c., 

Can.  Giov.  Falzon, 

Secretary. 
The  Honourable 

Dr.  Fortunate  Mizzi, 

&c.,         &c.,         &c. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  36. 
Translation  of  an  Extract  from  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta,"  May  1,  1901. 

Now  the  English  Government  aims  precisely  at  the  destruction  of  these  three 
factors  by  forcing  upon  us  its  customs,  its  language,  and  consequently  also  its  religion. 
What  the  Count  calls  progress,  we,  who  are  a  people  whose  customs,  language,  and 
religion  are  eminently  Italian,  consider  it  retrogression ;  and  woe  to  us  if  the  English 
Government  wwe  to  attain  its  object!  The  Hon.  Strickland  says  that  the  English 
Cfovemment  wants  to  place  us  on  an  equality  with  the  most  liberal  nation  of  the  world, 
by  forcing  upon  us  its  customs,  its  language,  and  its  religion.  Now,  this  is  absolutelv 
false,  and  nobody  can  nowadays  in  good  faith  assert  the  contrary,  because  the  English 
papers  themselves  say  that  the  English  language  is  to  be  forced  on  the  Colonies  in 
order  to  enable  starving  Englishmen  tx)  swoop  upon  the  Colonies  like  so  many 
famished  harpies  to  occupy  all  available  berths.  All  this  poetic  effusion  of  Count 
Strickland  vanishes  into  thin  air  before  the  patent  facts,  because  we  nowadays  see 
that  aU  situations,  whether  high  or  low,  are  given  to  Englishmen.  Where  is,  then,  all 
this  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  English  Government  for  our  political  and  material 
progress  ? 
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No.  37. 

Governor  Sm  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  May  15,  1901.) 
(Extract.) 

The  Palace,  Valletta,  May  8,  1901. 
WITH  reference  to  my  despatch  of  the  10th  April,*  I  have  the  honour  to  report 
that  another  meeting  took  place  last  Sunday,  the  5th  instant,  on  the  glacis  outside 
the  fortifications  of  Valletta. 

I  beg  to  forward,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  the  shorthand  writers'  report 
of  the  speeches  delivered  at  this  meeting. 


Enclosure  in  No.  37. 

Speeches  delivered  at  the  Public  Meeting  held  at  "  Ta  Braxia,'' 
on  Sunday,  May  5,  at  5  p.m. 

The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  were  oi)ened  by  Dr.  Fortunate  Mizzi,  who  pro- 
posed lihat  Dr.  Filippo  Sciberras  and  Monsignor  Panzavecchia  shoxdd  be  asked  to 
act  as  President  and   Secretary,  respectively.      The  proposal  was  carried  amid 
applause. 
Delivered  Dr.  Mizzi  then  said :  Maltese, — I  have  not  strength  enough  to  address  you  on 

In  Maltese,  (j^^  ^^q  important  questions  which  have  brought  us  together  here  to-day,  but  here 
are  my  colleagues',  who  will  speak  to  you  instead  of  me.  I  must,  therefore,  ask  you 
to  excuse  me.  (Cries  of  "  Go  on.")  But  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  to  you,  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart,  my  grateful  thanks  for  responding  so  eloquently  to  my  invi- 
tation. I  see  that  you  are  still  the  same  patriots  as  before— (cheers) — that  you  are 
the  descendants  qf  those  who,  for  the  sake  of  their  rehgion  and  of  their  country,  spilt 
their  blood  again  and  again — (loud  cheers) — ^when  that  was  necessary.  Only  one 
word  was  required  to  rekindle  the  old  sentiments  and  to  bring  you  all  here  to-day  to 
defend  the  common  rights.  (Loud  applause.)  Nowadays  we  are  not  called  upon  to 
shed  our  blood ;  a  much  smaller  sacrifice  is  required.  We,  the  Maltese  people,  are  not 
here  to-day  to  protest  against  the  British  domination ;  we  have  nothing  to  say  about 
that,  but  we  do  protest  against  the  action  of  the  local  Government  in  endeavouring  to 
deprive  us  of  what  is  ours,  and  of  what  it  is  our  duty  to  preserve  and  hand  over  intact 
to  our  descendants.  (Cheers.)  Dr.  Sciberras,  the  other  day,  when  we  were  assembled 
in  this  very  same  place,  very  truly  said  that  it  was  for  us  to  defend  the  national  rights 
and  privileges  to  the  utmost,  so  that  our  children  and  our  children's  children  may  in 
the  future  bless  our  memory  as  reverently  as  we  bless  the  memory  of  those  brave  and 
true  Maltese  who  shed  their  blood  for  the  same  liberties  for  which  we  are  strenuously 
fighting  to-day.  (Loud  cheers.)  And  if  we  are  not  successful — but  I  hope  that  we 
shall  be  successful — (loud  cheers) — ^it  wiU  be  said  of  us,  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Sciberras, 
that  we  were  assassinated,  but  were  not  assassins.     (Prolonged  cheering.) 

Mr.  A.  Mercieca,  one  of  the  students  of  the  University,  then  ascended  the  plat- 
form, and  presented  Dr.  Mizzi  with  a  standard,  which  bore  the  following  inscription : 
"  To  Dr.  Fortxmato  Mizzi,  the  glory  of  the  present,  and  an  example  to  future  genera- 
tions.—The  Students  of  1901.'' 

Mr.  Mercieca  said  that  the  standard  was  a  mark  of  the  students' appreciation 
of  what  Dr.  Mizzi  had  done  and  was  doing  for  the  country.  (Cheers.)  They  desired 
to  show  that  the  rising  generation  was  as  determined  as  ever  to  defend  the  public 
rights  and  to  repel  the  encroachments  of  the  Government.  He  concluded  by  asking 
the  meeting  to  give  an  ovation  to  Dr.  Mizzi  as  the  staunch  defender  of  the  Italian 
language.  .       •    . 

Amid  prolonged  cheering  Dr.  Mizzi  embraced  Mr.  Mercieca..  and  Idssed  him  on  the 
cheek,  and  likewise  kissed  the  flag. 

Addressing  the  students,  who  were  accommodated  on  a  separate  platform 
specially  reserved  for  them,  Dr.  Mizzi,  who  from  time  to  time  gave  way  to  deep 
emotion,  said:  "  Students, — ^I  have  to  thank  you  for  this  beautiful  present,  which  is 
the  only  heirloom  I  can  leave  to  my  children,  and  it  will  always  remmd  them  of  your 
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generosity  this  afternoon.  You  will,  before  long,  be  the  men  who  will  have  to  stand 
up  for  the  rights  of  this  country.  (Cheers.)  Remember  that  she  is  your  mother; 
be  faithful  to  her,  and  be  the  pillars  of  her  liberties.  Be  sure  that  no  amount  of 
honours  and  no  amount  of  money  will  ever  console  you  so  much,  and  nothing  consoles 
me,  who  have  one  foot  in  the  grave — (cries  of  "  No,  no.") — as  the  consciousness  of 
having  always  done  my  duty  towards  my  country  and  countrymen — (cheers) — ^up  to 
the  very  last  day  of  my  life.  I  have  done  little,  very  little,  for  this  country.  (Cries  of 
"  No,  no.")  God  has  placed  in  my  heart  a  very  fervent  love  for  our  country.  (Cheers.) 
When  you  will  become  men  and  have  an  opportunity  of  taking  part  in  the  Govern- 
ment, and  of  occupying  positions  of  trust  and  difficulty,  always  keep  in  mind  that  the 
Maltese  people  look  up  to  you  for  the  defenoe  of  their  rights  and  liberties."  (Pro- 
longed cheers.) 

Dr.  Oreste  Grech  Mifsud,  who  was  warmly  received,  said :  "  It  is  only  necessary 
for  me  to  say  a  few  words,  because  I  still  remember,  as  if  it  were  this  moment,  when 
I  visited  St.  PauFs  of  London,  that  when  they  wanted  to  erect  a  monument  to  the 
architect  who  built  that  cathedral,  they  only  used  one  word,  '  circumspice ! '  *  Look 
around  you  and  behold  the  monument.*  (Loud  applause.)  The  same  I  will  say  to 
the  people  of  Malta  to-day:  Circumspice!  Look  around  you  and  behold.  (Loud 
applause.)  I  am  sure  that  all  of  you,  more  or  less,  understand  the  Italian  language. 
I  will,  therefore,  address  you  in  Italian,  a  language  whicli  was  spoken  in  these 
Islands  before  it  was  even  known  in  Italy  itself.     (Cheers.) 

'  Continuing  his  speech  in  Italian,  Dr.  Grech  Mifsud  said :  "  The  questions  which  DeUvered 
are  to-day  submitted  to  the  people  are  two ;  the  language  question  and  the  question  in^ItoUan. 
of  taxation.  Let  us  examine  these  two  questions  with  calmness,  and  in  a  few  words, 
by  appealing  to  the  mind  rather  than  to  the  heart.  And  let  us  begin  with  the 
question  of  the  taxes.  There  is  no  doubt  that  every  people,  be  they  great  or  small, 
must  pay  certain  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  their  own  subsistence ;  and  no  one  has  ever 
saia  that  the  people  of  Malta  can  get  along  without  paying  certain  contributions 
necessary  for  conducting  the  administration.  If  that  were  not  so,  instead  of  Govern- 
ment there  would  be  confusion,  anarchy,  chaos.  Our  representatives,  who  are  the 
true  echo  of  the  will  of  the  people, — (loud  cheers)— -have  never  set  aside  that  principle, 
and  if  they  had  done  so  they  would  have  been  unworthy  of  their  high  mandate.  The 
question,  therefore,  is  simplv  this:  Are  new  taxes  to  be  added  to  those  which  already 
exist?  (Prolonged  cries  of  "No!")  My  brethren,  this  is  a  difficult  question,  and 
must  be  approached  with  calmness,  and  in  no  factious  or  partizan  spirit,  and  it  must  be 
decided,  as  every  other  question  should  be  decided,  conscientiously.  Those  who  have 
dealt  vdth  this  question  in  other  circumstances,  and  who  have  spoken  and  written 
thereon  for  months  and  months,  have  always  held  that  no  further  taxation  was  neces- 
sary, inasmuch  as  the  taxes  which  are  being  levied  at  present  are  amply  sufficient  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  Administration.  (Applause.)  And  they  came  to  tJie  conclusion 
that  the  people  must  oppose  any  attempt  to  increase  the  pulblic  burdens.  To-day  I 
will  set  that  argiunent  aside.  I  will  not  attempt  to  add  a  flower  to  this  garden,  which 
has  been  so  well  cultured  by  men  more  competent  than  myself.  I  will,  however, 
arrive  at  the  same  conclusion 'from  another  direction.  We  should  not  accept,  nay,  we 
should  by  all  legal  and  constitutional  means,  oppose — (loud  applause) — the  imposition 
of  new  taxes,  because  it  is  the  Government  that  furnishes  the  demonstration  that  new 
taxes  are  not  required.  (Renewed  applause.)  The  Government  says  that  the  reason 
why  further  taxation  is  necessary  is  that  the  needs  and  exigencies  of  this  country  have 
largely  increased,  and  that  therefore  you  must  give  the  Government  the  means  to 
meet  these  requirements.  But  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  Government  speaks 
under  the  garb  of  a  Constitutiona;l  Government;  if  it  were  an  autocratic  Govermaent, 
it  could  impose  this  taxation,  whether  we  liked  it  or  not,  and  say,  sic  volo,  such  is 
my  will!  But  once  that  the  Government  poses  as  a  Constitutional  Government,  it 
should  address  you  in  this  wav:  "Funds  are  required;  but  it  is  for  you,  the  people  of 
Malta,  to  create  the  taxes  which  you  consider  necessary,  for  you  to  lay  down  the 
definite  period  during  which  they  are  to  remain  in  force,  and  for  you  to  decide  how 
you  are  going  to  spend  the  money  you  raise.  (Cheers.)  I  will  not  now  raise  the  ques- 
tion, for  this  is  neither  the  time  nor  the  place  for  discussing  it,  whether  the  Government 
is  sincere  or  not  in  making  the  declaration  to  which  I  have  referred.  But  I  will  accept, 
as  sincerely  made,  the  declaration  of  the  Government  that  it  wants  to  act  legally  and 
constitutionally,  and  I  would  address  the  Government  thus:  You  either  desire  to 
abolish  this  popular  representation,  or  you  desire  to  nuaintain  it;  if  it  is  true  that 
you  want  to  maintain  it,  you  must  allow  it  to  fulfil  its  'functions.     (Cheers.)    If  it  is 
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true  that  the  nucleus  of  the  constitution  lies  in  the  power  of  the  purse,  which,  you 
say,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  then  you  must  needs  admit 
that  it  is  for  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  decide  what  taxes  should  be  created, 
how  long  they  should  last,  and  how  they  should  be  spent.  (Cheers.)  We  are  hot, 
after  all,  so  very  backward  as  not  to  perceive,  if  the  Constitution  is  really  what  you 
describe  it,  that  you  are  leaving  certain  works,  works  which  you  call  urgent  and 
necessary,  unfinished,  in  order  to  have  a  pretext  for  sajing  that  you  lack  funds  to 
carry  them  out.  (Cheers.)  If  you  want  more  funds,  it  is  necessary  that  our  repre- 
sentatives should  have  the  power  of  creating  the  taxes  they  consider  necessary,  the 
power  to  lay  down  a  definite  period  during  which  those  taxes  shall  be  levied — 
(applause) — ^the  power  to  criticize  the  expenditure  and  to  ascertain  that  the  funds  thus 
provided  have  really  been  spent  for  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  created. 
(Applause.)  So  long  as  things  remain  as  they  are,  we  shall  be  ready  to  bear  the 
taxation  with  which  we  are  at  present  burdened,  it  is  necessary  to  do  so,  but  as  regards 

new  taxes (Loud  cries  of  "  Never,"  which  drowned  the  remainder  of  the 

sentence.) 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  language  question:  How  many  bitter  pills  have  we  not 
swallowed  with  regard  to  this  question?  But  we  will  swallow  no  morel — (Loud 
cheers) — Suffice  it  to  say  that  we  have  been  called  beggars,  and  we  have  been  told  that 
if  we  do  not  give  up  this  language,  we  will  have  no  bread  to  eat,  as  if  we  ever  went 
to  knock  at  anybocfy's  door  to  beg  a  piece  of  bread,  as  if  we  had  not  always  sought 
and  found  our  bread  in  oiu^  own  country!  (Much  cheering.)  But  let  us  take  no  heed 
of  those  who  adopt  that  argument,  let  us  simply  treat  them  with  contempt.  (Renewed 
cheers.)  The  language  question  must  be  considered  under  two  aspects;  from  the 
j>oint  of  view  of  our  own  self-respect,  and  from  the  point  of  view  of  our  own  sub- 
sistence, and  in  doing  so  we  are  not  begging,  but  we  are  asserting  the  right  of  claiming 
what  is  ours.  (Cheers.)  In  the  first  place,  how  can  we  tolerate  that  the  Italian 
language,  which  was  known  in  Malta  ever  since  the  remotest  times,  which  is  the 
language  of  our  education,  should  be  banished  ?  (Cheers) — ^And  cast  away  as  useless 
harness,  iq  order  that  we  may  be  forced  to  adopt  another!  (Cries  of  "Never!")  I 
fully  admit,  and  you  will  also  admit,  the  necessity  of  a  good  knowledge  of  the  English 
language ;  but  it  is  one  thing  to  learn  a  language,  and  quite  another  to  be  forced  to 
adopt  it.  If  you  were  to  be  told :  I  shall  leave  you  a  rich  inheritance,  with  the  obliga- 
tion that  you  will,  once  a  month,  walk  down  a  certain  street,  although  very  proba;Dly 
you  would  accept  the  inheritance — (laughter) — ^you  would  nevertheless  use  every  en- 
deavour to  get  nd  of  the  unreasonable  condition  attached  to  the  same.  (Cheers.)  Let 
us  then,  by  all  legal  and  constitutional  means,  do  all  that  may  be  required  to  maintain 
our  rights,  and  if  it  be  our  fortune  to  succmnb,  for  I  call  that  a  fortune,  let  us  succumb, 
but  never  surrender!  (Loud  cheers.)  I  have  entered  into  the  second  half  of  my  life- 
time, and  I  apoeal  to  the  students — (prolonged  cheering  from  the  students'  platform) — 
who  are  the  flower  about  to  bloom,  to  stand  firm  by  these  principles — (cheers) — ^for 
if  the  strong  can  oppress  the  weak,  there  is  something  which  the  strong  cannot  escape, 
and  that  is  the  brand  of  infamy!  (Loud  cheers.)  No  one  will  say  that  there  is  any- 
thing particularly  glorious  in  oppressing  the  weak,  but  everyone  will  tell  you  that 
it  is  nothing  but  cowardice!  (Cheers.)  Let  us,  then,  fight  on,  energetically  and  con- 
stitutionally, to  be  able  to  say: — Glory  to  Edward  VII.  and  long  live  Malta!  (Pro- 
longed cheering.) 
Delivered  Mr.  AzzoPARDi,  who  was  received  with  applause,  said: — Maltese,  it  aflPords  me 

in  Maltese,  great  pleasure  to  congratulate  you  on  the  fitting  answer  you  have  given  to  the  Govern- 
ment to-day.  (Applause.)  On  Easter  Sunday  we  held  a  meeting  in  this  veiy  same 
place,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  under  a  scorching  sun.  The  number  of  persons  who 
attended  was  not  great,  and  the  Members  of  the  Government  stated  in  the  Council 
that  very  few  people  had  attended,  that  no  Ecclestiastics  nor  merchants  had  been  at 
the  meeting,  and  that  the  few  who  attended  did  not  deserve  consideration.  Today  we 
see  here  representatives  of  the  Chapters  of  the  Cathedral  Churches  of  Malta '^  and 
of  Gozo.  We  see  representatives  of  the  Chapter  of  the  Church  of  St.  Paul,  and  of  the 
Churches  at  Birchircara,  Senglea,  Vittoriosa  and  Cospicua ;  we  see  the  Parish  Priests 
of  Malta  and  of  Gozo;  we  see  representatives  of  the  lawyers,  doctors,  notaries  and 
legal  procurators ;  we  see  representatives  of  the  nobility  and  of  the  commercial  com- 
munity ;  we  see  the  students  of  the  university,  &c.,  in  short,  we  see  representatives  of  all 
classes  of  the  population,  and  the  Maltese  artizans  are  represented  by  the  banners  of  the 
philharmonic  societies,  and  of  the  clubs,  whose  members  are  mostly  artizans. 
What  will  the  Members  of  the  Government  say  now?    (Groans.) 
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I  know  what  they  will  say,  because  they  have  said  it  on  other  occasions.  They 
will  say  that  the  people  side  with  the  Elected  Members  because  they  hear  only  one 
version  of  the  story,  tnat  given  by  the  Elected  Members.  (A  voice — ^Why  don't  they 
come  here.)  The  Members  of  the  Government  do  not  come  nere  to  uphold  their  views- 
(A  voice — They  have  not  the  courage.)  They  might  have  come,  if  they  liked,  as  thou- 
sands of  people  have  come.  They  have  not  come  not  because  thev  are  atraid  of  you; 
they  have  swdiers  at  their  back,  they  have  tjie  police  (continued  groans)  they  have 
bayonets  and  guns  (groans).  They  have  not  come  because  they  are  afraid  of  your 
opmions  and  because  they  know  that  your  opinions  run  counter  to  theirs.  They  are 
not  afraid  of  you,  they  are  afraid  only  of  one  thing,  of  truth,  .f^r  they  do  not  seem  to- 
have  the  benefit  of  its  acquaintance. 

I  shall  now  speak  on  the  two  questions,  for  the  consideration  of  which  you  have 
been  called  here ;  the  language  question  and  the  question  of  taxation. 

The  language  question  concerns  all  the  classes  of  the  population,  and  not,  as  the 
Members  of  the  Govemmert  say,  the  upper  classes  only.  It  concerns  the  working 
classes,  whom  the  Government  want  to  keep  in  ignorance.  In  the  Government 
elementary  schools,  which  are  attended  by  the  children  of  the  poor,  the  Government 
have  introduced  a  system  of  instruction  under  which  the  greater  part  of  the  children 
cannot  learn  anything,  because  Maltese  is  taught  for  three  years,  when  Maltese  can 
be  learnt  by  the  children  from  their  fathers  and  mothers  at  home  without  the  help  of 
teachers.  (Applause.)  The  children  of  the  poor  do  not  remain  at  school  more  tnaa 
three  or  four  years,  when  they  leave  school  to  earn  a  living.  It  is,  therefore,  clear  that, 
after  having  attended  school  for  three  or  four  years,  the  children  of  the  poor  are  as 
ignorant  as  before,  and  can  acquire  no  knowledge,  because,  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
fable^books,  and  a  few  prayer  books,  there  are  no  books  in  Maltese.  There  are  no 
books  for  craftsmen,  no  scientific  books,  and  no  books  on  history  in  Maltese,  and  it 
is,  therefore,  evident  that  the  Government  want  to  keep  the  lower  classes  in  ignorance. 
(Applause.) 

The  Government  want  to  teach  only  one  other  language  besides  Maltese,  viz.,, 
the  English  language.  And  why  do  they  want  to  teach  only  Siat  language  ?  Because 
they  want  to  make  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Maltese,  and  this  was  stated  by  Governor 
Fremantle  himself  in  Council,  wJien  he  said  that  the  Imperial  authorities  were  con- 
cerned in  the  language  question  because  the  British  Government  might  some  day 
require  Maltese  soldiers  and  Maltese  sailors.  In  other  words,  this  means,  we  want 
you  to  learn  English  to  make  soldiers  and  sailors  of  you.  (Applause.)  But  there 
is  something  worse.  They  say  that  they  want  to  teach  you  English  in  order  thart  you 
may  emigrate.  This  means  that  the  English  language  will  serve  the  Government  for 
getting  rid  of  you.  And  if  only  the  English  language  is  studied  in  Malta,  you  may 
be  sure  that  they  will  get  rid  of  you,  because  Malta  will  be  flooded  by  Englishmen^ 
and  you  will  never  know  English  as  Englishmen  know  it,  for  it  is  their  own  language. 
In  the  past  Englishmen  came  to  Malta,  but  they  could  not  get  on,  because  the  ItalSui 
language,  which  they  don't  know,  and  which  they  will  never  know,  was  an  obstacle  in 
their  way,  and  so  long  as  the  Italian  language  continues  to  be  used  in  Malta,  they  will 
never  be  able  to  get  employment  here.  But  should  Italian  be  suppressed.  Englishmen 
ynU  occupy  all  posts,  and  certainly  the  best  billets.  (Voices :  "  We  dont  want  them.") 
And  what  I  ain  telling  you  has  of  late  been  stated  in  the  English  papers.  They 
stated  that  the  English  language  only  must  be  used  in  the  Transvaal,  because  there 
are  thousands  of  Englishmen  in  England  who  are  out  of  employment,  and  who  must 
get  a  living  in  the  Transvaal.  So  far  they  cannot  get  on  in  the  Transvaal,  because  a 
second  language  is  used  there  also.  (A  voice :  "  There  are  bullets  down  there.")  As 
the  Italian  language  is  an  obstacle  to  Englishmen  in  Malta,  so  the  Butch  languajge  is 
an  obstacle  to  Englishmen  in  the  Transvaal.  Some  people  say  that  if  Englishmen 
were  to  come  to  Malta  they  would  only  oust  Maltese  doctors,  lawyers,  and  clerks. 
But  this  is  not  correct,  and  if  you  would  have  a  proof  of  what  I  am  saying,  you  have 
it  in  the  fact  that  nowadays  even  for  the  situation  of  a  gardener  the  Government 
require  a  knowledge  of  English.  Some  people  say  that  Englishmen  will  never  come 
to  Malta.  But  is  not  the  police  full  of  Englishmen?  (Voices:  "Yes,  yes.")  Are 
not  the  Government  Departments  full  of  Englishmen?  (Voices:  "Yes,  yes.")  Are 
not  the  schools  full  of  English  masters  and  mistresses?  (Applause.)  Are  not  these 
Englishmen  taking  the  bread  of  the  Maltese  ?  (Applause.)  So  far  their  number  is  not 
great,  but  lyith  the  spreading  of  the  English  language  they  will  come  in  greater 
numbers.  Englishmen  go  to  India,  to  Australia,  to  Canada,  and  to  other  countries 
where  the  climate  is  bad,  to  live  among  savages.    Will  they  not  come  to  Malta,  where 
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ike  climate  is  so  mild,  where  they  always  have  their  own  way,  because  the  Govern- 
ment always  side  with  them?  It  is  obvious  to  all  that  the  language  question  does  not 
concern  lawyers,  doctors,  and  ecclesiastics  only.  It  concerns  all  the  classes 
of  the  population,  and  it  concerns  women  too,  because  English  women  will 
be  appomted  schoolmistresses  In  the  place  of  Maltese.  (A  voice:  "Because  they 
are  prostitutes.")  Our  fathers  and  forefathers  have  for  three  hundred 
years  protected  the  Italian  langua^  because  it  suited  the  requirements  of  the  country, 
and  because  'Malta  is  surrounded  by  peoples  and  nations  who  speak  Italian  or  a 
language  resembling  Italian.  According  to  a  calculation  made  by  the  President  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  annual  value  of  the  trade  between  Malta  and  Italy  comes 
to  £700,000.  Then  there  is  the  trade  with  France,  with  Spain,  with  Tunis,  and  witii 
the  other  Barbary  States.  In  our  relations  with  these  countries  we  make  use  of 
Italian,  and  we  could  not  make  use  of  English. 

The  Italian  language  is  the  language  of  our  Church,  of  our  courts,  of  our  archives. 
The  Government  teU  us :  Give  it  up  andadopt  the  English  language  instead.  (Groans.) 
We  want  to  learn  Enjglish,  but  only  so  much  of  it  as  is  suJB&cient  for  our  needs,  without 
giving  up  the  Italian  language,  because  so  long  as  we  use  two  languages  a  Maltese  is 
worth  more  than  an  Engushman,  but  if  we  learn  only  the  English  language  a  Maltese 
will  be  inferior  to  an  Englishman.     (Applause.) 

I  now  pass  to  the  question  of  taxation.  The  Government  proposed  a  law  in  the 
Council  to  increase  the  revenue  by  £46,000  a  year.  (Groans.)  What  are  these 
£46,000  required  for?  To  carry  out  the  drainage  works  the  Government  say,  because 
withouf  drainage  the  soldiers  may  contract  disease  and  die.  The  Government  there- 
fore want  to  carry  out  the  drainage  works  with  aU  possible  speed,  and  they  won't  wait. 
But  I  say,  if  the  Imperial  authorites  want  the  drainage  at  once,  why  don't  they  pay  for 
it  themselves?  (Applause.)  The  Government  want  £30,000  for  the  repair  of  streets 
and  roads.  But  cannot  these  streets  and  roads  be  repaired  one  by  one  as  we  have 
•done  in  the  past  ?  (Applause.)  Do  they  want  to  repair  the  roads  in  order  that  ofl&cers 
may  drive  a  tandem  on  smooth  roads,  or  do  they  want  to  repair  the  roads  in  order 
that  they  may  be  damaged  on  the  following  day  by  the  traction  engines  ?  The  Govern- 
ment said  that  new  taxes  will  entail  no  hardship;  that  the  amount  which  everyone 
will  have  to  pay  comes  to  a  trifle.  And  therefore  the  Government  say,  you  will  have  to 
pay.  But  do  you  know  why  the  members  of  the  Government  say  this?  Because 
they  are  in  receipt  of  b^  salaries,  and  because  their  salaries  are  increased  daily.  They 
do  n^t  know  what  poverty  is.  They  do  not  know  what  living  on  two  shillings  a  day 
with  a  big  family  to  feed  means  ?  The  Chief  Secretary — (groans) — ^the  Chief  Secre- 
tary— (groans) — the  Chief  Secretary — (groans) — ^whose  salary  has  lately  been  increased 
T>y  three  hundred  pounds,  said  that  the  Maltese  are  rich.  '(Cries  of  ^  Liar.")  I  wiU 
show  you  whether  the  Maltese  are  rich  or  not.  The  number  of  persons  who  pawn 
articles  at  the  Monte  di  Pieta  is  30,000  every  year,  and  this  can  be  seen  from  ofiicial 
statistics  published  by  the  Government.  Can  people  who  pawn  their  articles  and 
<5lothingand  their  underclothingbe  rich?  (Applause.)  But  the  Chief  Secretary — (groans) 
— ^who  says  that  the  Maltese  are  rich,  in  a  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  stated  that 
<5ommerce  is  declining.  He  .  .  (Cries  of  "  Who,  who? ?")  He,  Count  Strickland — 
(groans) — stated  in  the  Council  that  the  imports  in  1899  diminished  by  £3,400,000, 
and  that  the  exports  diminished  by  £3,500,000.  This  is  clear  evidence 
that  commerce  is  falling  off,  and  if  commerce  is  decreasing  how  can 
the  people  be  rich?  (Applause.)  The  Chief  Secretary  also  stated  in  his 
xeport  th^t  the  number  of  steamers  calling  at  Malta  is  decreasing,  and 
that  in  that  year  300  steamers  less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  entered 
the  Harbour.  Now  I  will  give  you  the  reasons  for  this — ^^Steamers  no  longer 
call  at  Malta  because  our  Harbour  does  not  offer  the  same  accommodation  as  it  did  in 
past  years;  it  has  been  appropriated  for  men-of-war,,  and  bit  by  bit  mercantile 
steamers  will  be  driven  out.  The  boats  have  been  deprived  of  their  mooring  grounds, 
and  in  rough  weather  many  boatmen  find  no  place  where  to  moor  their  boats.  Steamers 
are  made  to  wait  outside  the  harbour  when  a  red  flag  is  hoisted  on  the 'Customs  House 
as  signal  that  a  man-o'-war  is  leaving  the  Harbour.  If  a  steamer  blows  her  whistles, 
she  is  made  to  stop  it,  because  it  may  cause  a  headache  to  somebody.  Under  these 
circumstances,  it  is  only  natural  that  steamers  do  not  call  at  the  Malta  Harbour.  And 
in  the  face  of  all  this,  the  Government  have  the  courage  to  come  forward  and  ask 
us  to  pay  £46,000  (voices-^no,  no),  when  last  year  taxes  to  the  tune  of  £40,000  were 
imposed  on  us,  against  our  will.  We' have  called  this  meeting;  to  show  the  Government 
that  we  will  not  submit,  and  that  if  these  taxes  are  brought  forward  again,  matters 
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will  take  a  serious  turn,  (Ikonna  shi  naidu)  because  no  one  has  the  right  to  take  money 
from  our  pockets.     (Prolonged  applause.) 

Mr.  EvAKiSTO  Castaldi  :  Maltese  people,  I  call  you  so,  because  I  see  in  you  each  and  DeliTered 
every  Maltese  existing  in  Malta.  A  proof  of  this  is  to  be  had  in  these  numerous  banners,  ^  Maltese 
which  represent  all  the  societies,  and  every  class  in  the  cpuiltry.    (Voices — Yes.)   I  have 
been  charged  to  address  you  as  one  of  the  Deputies  of  Ck>nunerc9.   I  should  like  to  give 
place  to  others  who  are  more  capable  of  speaking  on  the. subject.    I  shall,  however,  do 
my  utmost,  and  confine  my  remarks  to  the  shortest  compass  as  time  presses.  .  I  need  not 
point  out  to  you  the  questions  under  disci^ssion — ^you  axe  wellacquainted  with  them.      I 
begin  with  the  language  question,  which  I  consider  the  more  important  for  the  Maltese. 
This  question  is  not  of  to-day's  starting  (voices — ^they  have  long  been  tempting  us)  yes, 
and  eadi  time  they  had  recourse  to  deceit.     Either  the  Local  Government  are  in- 
structed to  write  what  is  not  true,  or  the  deceit  lies  vdth  the  Imperial  Government 
in  order  to  hoodwink  the  English  people,  which  is  the  most  generous  and  liberal 
people  in  the  world,  and  could  not  suffer  such  a  law-abiding,  peaceful,  and  loyal  popu- 
ktion  as  the  Maltese  to  be  treated  worse  than  slaves.    My  hope,  and  I  believe  youi^s  as 
well,  is  reposed  in  the  English  people  (applause).     I  have  my  good  reasons  for  stating 
this.    When,  upon  a  previous  occasion,  this  same  question  was  under  public  discus- 
sion, and  the  Maltese  people  took  the  steps  which  you  have  taken  to-day,  the  people 
were  charged  with  Italian  political  sentiments,  ydth  Italian  aspirations  (voices — No). 
It  was  a  snare.    This  trick  cannot  be  played  to-day,  because  after  the  Ladysmith 
popular  manifestations   of   the   Maltese,   we  cannot  be   charged   with   ^  Irreden- 
tism."    The  English  people  and  all  the  English  press  have  with  one  voice  declared  the 
Maltese  as  the  most  lo}ral  people  under  *the  British  Flag.    Therefore,  the  first  trick 
has  exploded.    They  tried  and  found  out  another  one.     They  began  by  stating  that 
the  parents  of  the  children  frequenting  the  Government  schools  are  for  the  English 
language.    And  when  the  Fifteen  Years'  Ordinance,  so  to  call  it,  which  was  meant 
to  impose  the  English  language  after  that  period  of  time,  was  brought  forward,  it  was 
accompanied  with  a  ProcLsunation  couched  in  honeyed  terms.    It  was  therein  stated 
that  they  wanted  to  satisfy  us — ^without  our  ever  asking  for  it.    As  I  stated  before, 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  state  whether  the  deceit  lies  with  the  Local  or  the  Imperial 
Government.    I  can  state  this:  that  Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  Colonial  Secretary  (pro- 
longed hootings)  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons — a  Chamber  which  correspon(&  to 
our  Council,  with  the  difference  that  the  Members  there  are  not  slighted  as  in  our  own 
Council — ^that  99  per  ceqja  of  the  parents  are  for  English  (cries  of  no).     It  is  necessaiy 
that  the  means  used  by  the  English  Government  to  hoodwink  the  English  people,  which 
as  I  stated  before,  is  most  generous  and  liberal,  Should  be  fofled  (voices — we  have  foiled 
it).     Do  you  know  who  foiled  it?    The  whole  and  entire  Maltese  people-,  so  that 
to-day  it  cannot  be  stated  that  98  per  cent,  are  against,  and  2  per  cent,  are  for,  the 
substitution,  because  the  substitution  is  desired  by  no  one  (voices — ^you  are  right). 
We  are  desirous  of  learning  English,  but  we  cannot  suffer  ourselves  to  be  taken  by  the 
neck  and  be  told ;  study  English  by  all  means.     We  are  in  the  centre  of  the  Medit- 
erranean, and  the  more  languages  we  know  the  better  for  us.     Besides,  we  wish  to 
learn  English,  because  it  is  the  language  of  the  nation  that  protects  us.     Our  repre- 
sentatives in  the  Coimcil  have  been,  and  are  always  prepared  to  afford  the  means  for 
the  learning  of  English.     What  will  this  gentry  want?    To  strip  us?    I  had  a  talk 
yesterday  with  an  Englishman,  and  when  I  submitted  to  him  the  thing  as  it  really  is, 
ne  exclaimed — We  have  been  deceived,  for  the  English  care  only  about  the  forts  and  the 
sea;  he  went  on,  you  should  not  be  treated  like  the  Indians;  you  should  begin  a 
struggle ;  you  should  fight  it  out  to  the  bitter  end.     Do  you  promise  to  do  this  ?    (Pro- 
longed yes.)     We  should  continue  the  struggle  until  the  English  people  takes  it  into 
their  head.    The  English  people  will  be  convinced  when  they  see  that  our  contracts, 
the  history  of  our  private  relations  are  written  in  Italian,  so  is  the  history  of  our  civil 
relations,  the  history  of  our  political  rights.     We,  therefore,  can  see  no  reason  why 
to  a  Maltese,  who  must  naturally  be  acquainted  with  Italian,  an  English  copy  should 
be  sent  of  civil  acts.     I  am  sorry  I  cannot  enlarge  further  upon  this  question.    Let  us 
go  to  the  taxes.     The  question  of  taxation  has  been  well  thought  out,  as  has  been 
eloquently  remarked  by  that  clever  man  who  addressed  you  before  me,  Dr.  Grech 
Mifsud  (tfheers).     I  shall,  however,  consider  his  view  from  another  point.    The  taxes, 
they  say.  are  wanted  because  there  are  certain  works  which  are  urgently  required. 
But  anyone  who  is  not  a  fool,  must  realize  that  we  cannot  find  sufficient  hands  for  all 
such  works,  particularly  when  there  are  so  many  important  works  id  course  of  con- 
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struction  for  the  Imperial  Government.  Besides,  it  would  not  be  fair  to  put  so  much, 
work  upon  the  market  at  one  time,  without  keeping  the  bread  for  ike  workman  ia 
future  (voices — that  is  for  a  purpose).  I  have  given  some  time  to  the  subject,  and  I 
can  state  that  there  are  many  works  that  could  be  carried  out  without  any  taxes,  nay 
with  a  profit  to  the  Government.    But  apparently,  they  won't  listen  to  this,  or  the 

Pretext  for  additional  taxation  would  vanisn.  £46,000  of  taxes!  Any  one  who  has^ 
!hristian  feelings,  who  has  a  good  heart  could  not  propose  this  (no).  And  with  what 
fairness  disregard  our  views  once  that  these  works  must  come  out  of  our  pockets? 
Why  insist  on  saying ;  either  this  or  nothing?  I  believe  that  the  elected  Members  who 
represent  all  of  us  should  have  the  power  to  lay  down  which,  and  when,  certain  works 
should  be  carried  out,  as  we  are  tne  tax-payers.  In  conclusion,  my  opinion  is  this; 
as  the  Maltese  people  are  averse  to  the  suostitution  of  the  language,  an  Ordinance  be 
made  repealing  the  15  years'  Ordinance  (yes) ;  and,  as  we  have  to  furnish  the  money, 
an  amendment  be  made  to  the  constitution  enapowering  the  elected  Members  to  decide 
which  and  when  certain  works  are  to  be  carried  out.  As  you  have  well  perceived  we 
and  all  those  who  spoke  before  me,  love  the  English  people,  that  people  which  is  a 
paragon  of  constitutional  liberties,  we  have  great  hopes  in  that  people.  It  is  of  para- 
mount importance  that  this  movement  should  be  pursued  further  (yes).  As  I  have  no 
more  time  on  hand,  I  call  upon  you  to  shout  out  Malta  for  ever!  (applause). 

The  next  gentleman  wno  is  to  address  you  is  one  who  iias  been  for  most  of  his  life 
a  representative  of  the  people,  which  shows  the  invariable  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  tne  people,  Mr.  Cachia  Zammit  (applause). 

Mr.  CAcmA  Zammit:  I  shall  not  detam  you  more  than  four  minutes,  as  time 
presses.  I  shall  address  you  in  Italian,  because  you  are  well  acauainted  vdth  Italian, 
and  because  the  Maltese  language  is  made  up  for  one  half  of  Italian  words.     (Yes.) 

(The  speaker  continued  his  speech  in  Italian.) 

I  cannot  find  words  to  express  my  gratification  on  beholding  this  imposing  popular 
assembly,  which  shows  clearly  that  you,  Maltese,  fully  endorse  the  conduct  of  your 
representatives — (prolonged  yes) — and  are  resolved  to  uphold  them — (yes) — against 
the  daring  aggressive  policy  of  the  Government  of  Malta — (yes) — because  you  have 
come  to  this  place  moved  not  merely  by  the  love  of  the  fatherland,  but  by  something 
more  absolute,  more  lofty — your  duty.  You  are  well  aware  that  a  fight  for  the  father- 
land, for  political  rights,  naturally  involves  sacrifices,  and  calls  for  abnegation.  Your 
object  and  our  object  is  a  disinterested  one,  the  good  of  our  country.  (Bravo.)  So 
long  as  this  sacred  fire  is  kept  burning,  the  Maltese  people  is  tree,  active,  and  powerful. 
(Bravo.)  We  must  not  despair  of  the  fate  of  Malta.  Nations,  peoples,  do  not  die. 
Your  destinies,  your  existence,  your  good  name,  are  in  your  hands,  Maltese  people. 
(Bravo.)  They  must  be  sadly  mistaken  who,  by  artifice  ana  in  the  secret  recess  of  a 
Cabinet  think  that  they  can  decide  the  destinies  of  a  people.  (Cheers.)  It  is  not  by 
Ministerial  despatches,  by  insinuations,  by  lies,  by  plotting,  that  the  aspirations  of  a 
people  can  be  stifled,  (feravo.)  It  is  not  by  vetoes,  by  Orders  in  Council — (long 
hisses) — that  we  can  be  struck  down ;  they  would  instil  fresher  vigour  to  fight  the 
enemy  that  tramples  our  interests  under  foot,  that  lays  a  heavy  hand  upon  this 
Island.  Justice  is  on  our  side,  ^nd  we  shall  make  it  triumph.  We  won't  hear  of 
taxes.  (No.)  We  want  to  hear  of  economies.  (Bravo.)  It  is  not  by  means  of  the 
workman's  penny,  not  by  affecting  industries,  not  by  creating  new  tortures  and 
tortured  people,  that  the"  public  revenue  is  increased ;  but  by  a  firm  and  impartial 
economy  in  the  public  administration.  (Yes.)  I  am  glad  that  you  completely  share 
my  views.  Other  gentlemen  have  already  spoken  to  you  about  the  language  question. 
I  shall  say  only  this ;  that  Italian  is  a  legacy  bequeathed  to  us  by  our  fathers,  it  is  a 
sacred  legacy  we  should  defend  with  all  our  might.  You  should  follow  the  example 
of  the  English,  that  is,  whenever  a  question  of  high  importance  is  under  public  dis- 
cussion, be  united,  and  you  shall  win.  The  struggle  we  have  embarked  upon  is  a 
hard  one ;  but  we  are  supported  by  the  love  you  bear  to  justice  and  to  public  morality, 
by  the  admirable  way  in  which  you  have  always  combated  artifice  and  oppression. 
Emboldened  by  your  support,  our  heart  is  strengthened,  our  faith  revived.  We  shall 
fight  as  brave  people  know  how.  My  fellow  citizens,  give  us  your  support,  and  you 
wiU  see  that  your  support  was  not  in  vain.  Your  fathers  have  shed  tears,  have  shed 
blood.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Alfonso  M.  Galea,  who  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Mizzi,  as  the  representative 
of  the  working  classes,  from  whom  Dr.  Mizzi  said  he  had  received  a  special  mandate, 
said :  I  have  never  had  an  opportunity  to  speak  before  the  people ;  you  will  therefore, 
excuse  my  inexperience.     I  have  come  here  to  speak  the  views  of  the  working  classes^ 
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"high  and  low,  of  Malta.  It  was  once  stated  in  the  Council  by  the  Official  Bench 
that  these  classes  were  not  represented,  and  that,  therefore,  the  Government  had  to 
represent  them,  (Voices:  We  won't  have  such  a  representation.)  I  need  not  touch 
on  the  subjects  under  discussion,  as  they  have  been  fully  threshed  out  by  others,  and 
jou  have  expressed  your  concurrence.  Dr.  Mizzi  will  now  submit  to  you  the  resolu- 
tions.    (Cheers.) 

Dr.  Mizzi,  who  was  received  with  cheers,  said :  Maltese,  let  us  bring  our  doings  Delivered 
to  a  practical  conclusion.  I  should  like  to  know  how  far  my  voice  reacmes.  (Signs  ^^  Maltese, 
were  made  that  he  was  audible  at  the  far  end.)  Let  us  therefore  place  our  views  on 
record.  (Yes.)  There  is  the  secretary  here.  Monsieur  Panzavecchia,  who  will  certify 
.as  to  the  correctness  of  our  procedure.  The  first  resolution  is  this :  That  it  is  thfe 
opinion  of  aU  of  us  that  we  do  not  approve  of  the  substitution  of  English  to  Italian — 
r(prolonged  no,  which  was  echoed  by  a  prolonged  no  by  the  students  ^n  their  pla,tf  orm)-^ 
we  do  not  approve  of  it  as  it  hurts  our  sentiments  as  a  free  people,  as  we  are  not 
slaves ;  we  do  not  approve  of  the  substitution  of  the  English  language  to  Italian,  as 
it  would  be  detrimental  to  the  political,  intellectual,  and  economic  interes.ts  of  the 
-country,  in  fact,  to  the  interests  of  all  the  classes  of  the  population.  Therefore  the 
Elected  Members  of  the  Coimcil,  your  representatives,  of  whom  I  am  a  memiber, 
should  do  their  utmost  in  order  to  prevent  that  this  substitution  be  carried  into  effectr-^ 
(yes)— and  should  combat,  accoraing  to  law,  any  means  that  may  be  used  to  that 
effect.  Now  all  those  who  are  favourable  to  this  resolution",  please  to  raise  their 
hands.  (All  present,  so  far  as  could  be  seen,  raised  their  bands.)  Now,  all  those 
who  are  against  the  resolution,  will  please  to  raise  their  hands.  (No  hands  were 
raised) 

Now  let  us  go  to  the  taxes.  We  declare  that  it  is  our  opinion  that  the  taxes 
cannot  be  done  for  the  present.  (Confused  voices:  Not  for  the  present  only,  but 
never.  Please  to  amend  it.)  Yes,  because  the  population  dannot  bear  any  more 
taxes,  and  that  the  Elected  Members  should  do  their  utmost  to  prevent  the  imposition 
of  these  taxes.     (The  same  procedure  was  followed  in  passing  tnis  resolution.) 

Now  a  deputation  will  be  formed  charged  with  handing  these  resolutions  to  His 
Excellency  the  Governor.  This  deputation  will  consist  of  the  Chairman  of  the 
meeting,  Dr.  Sceberras,  of  the  Secretary,  Monsieur  Panzavecchia,  of  a  representative 
of  the  Chapter  of  the  Cathedral  of  Malta,  and  of  the  Cathedral  of  Gozo,  of  a  repre- 
sentative of  each  of  the  Chapters  of  St.  PauFs  and  those  of  the  Three  Cities,  of  a 
delegate  of  the  parish  priests,  and  of  a  representative  of  the  different  societies  attend- 
ing here  to-day.  They  will  hand  over  in  writing  these  our  resolutions  If  you 
approve  of  this  step,  please  to  raise  your  hands.     (Apparently  all  hands  were  raised.) 

Mons.  I.  PANZAVECcmA,  who  was  received  with  cheers,  said :  After  what  has  been  Dt  averod 
stated  by  my  colleagues,  I  don't  know  what  I  have  to  add.  I  should  be  repeating  their  in  Maltose . 
statements.  With  regard  to  the  language,  we  should  sacrifice  everything  for  its  sake. 
It  has  been  inherited  from  omr  fathers  as  a  treasure.  Italian  is  most  useful  for  the 
<50untry.  ("  Yes.")  I  do  not  wish  to  imply  that  the  other  language  is  not  useful.  All 
languages  are  useful  for  the  inhabitants  of  an  island.  We  are  in  the  heart  of  the 
Mediterranean,  we  have  a  harbour  that  carries  on  extensive  trade,  and  we  should, 
therefore,  possess  several  languages.  But  the  language  of  the  country  should  be  the 
Italian  language.  ("  Yes.")  To-day  we  have  had  the  sentiments  of  the  country  on  this 
point.  We  come  to  the  Taxes  question.  We  are  in  no  need  of  taxes.  ("  No.")  We 
are  paying  quite  enough.  ("Yes.")  The  revenue  of  Malta  exceeds  £460,000,  of 
which  about  £234,000  is  levied  by  taxes — ^more  than  one-haK.  That  is  sufficient. 
These  works  of  luxury,  of  caprice,  which  are  to  be  carried  out  are  not  necessar\\ 
("  No.")  If  they  want  them,  let  them  effect  economies ;  let  them  diminish,  instead  of 
increasing  salaries.  There  is  some  department  which  should  be  altogether  done 
away  with,  as  it  is  of  no  use.  You  know  which  department  I  refer  to.  We  have  on 
liistorical  record  what  General  Vaubois  said  to  our  fathers :  You  are  going  to  exchange 
us  for  another  government,  but,  mind  you,  that  government  will  leave  your  eyes  but 
to  weep.  I  do  not  say  that  this  will  be  the  case,  but  if  we  do  not  resist  we  shall  come 
to  this  pass.  We  must  resist  with  all  legal  means  under  the  constitution.  We  must 
resist  that  we  may  not  have  eyes  left  but  to  weep.  Besides  the  two  questions  dealt 
with  to-day,  there  are  other  "^important  public  questions  to  discuss.  They  will  be 
considered  at  a  future  meeting.  We  shall  discuss  the  grand  harbour  question,  that 
harbour  which  gives  bread  to  the  whole  of  Malta.  If  that  harbour  is  suffered  to  fall,  it 
will  be  a  ruin  to  all.  That  harbour  is  threatened,  they  will  have  it.  Some  years  ago 
the  Government  had  made  a  contract  whereby  much  property  was  given  up,  our  abso- 
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lute  property,  and  as  this  cession  was  made  without  the  concurrence  of  the  people  that 
contract  is  null  and  void.  To-day  tiie  Imperial  Government  would  find  an  imoerhand 
way  of  having  that  contract  confimed,  but  our  representatives  in  Council  are  men  with 
open  eyes,  and  will  not  allow  the  Maltese  people  to  be  any  longer  deceived.  To  the 
students,  I  cannot  but  have  words  of  commendation.  From  you',  brave  yoimg  men,  our 
country  expects  much,  you  will  one  day  present  your  breasts  to  defend  her.  You  will- 
one  day  step  into  our  places,  and  I  am  sure  you  wiU  carry  out  your  duties  Better  than, 
ourselves.     (Applause.) 

S^lWtefle  ^^'  ScEBEKRAS,  who  was  received  with  cheers,  said :  It  was  in  the  most  solemn 

'  way  that  the  two  resolutions  were  passed ;  we  can  now  safely  state  that  the^  were- 
endorsed  by  the  whole  country,  (xes.)  The  questions  were  dealt  with  with  the- 
greatest  honesty  and  clearness.  No  one  stated  that  the  English  language  is  not. 
useful;  but  Italian  is  as  much  useful  and  necessary,  and  the  substitution  would  not 
only  be  ruinous,  but  also  humiliating.  (Bravo.)  As  to  the  taxes,  no  one  has  spoken 
of  a  tax  which  the  Oovernment  has  not  proposed,  and  nobody  questioned  the  utility 
of  the  works  in  contemplation.  But,  in  admitting  their  utility,  it  is  the  common 
opinion  that  thej  should  be  carried  out  so  as  not  to  aggravate  the  people.  Thus,  the* 
people  having  disapproved  of  any  taxes  and  the  substitution  of  the  language,  we  may^ 
state  that,  after  to-day's  meeting,  the  honour  of  the  country  is  now  saved. 

That,  however,  is  not  suflBcient.  This  is  only  the  beginning.  We  musft  do  some- 
thing else.  (Voices :  We  shall  do  it.)  We  must  have  union— (yes) — we  must  have^ 
constancy — (yes) — ^we  must  have  civil  courage,  the  coumge  of  our  convictions.  (Bravo.)- 
And  you,  brave  students,  raise  up  your  heads.  This  is  our  country.  Respect  always 
her  rights,  and  have  them  respected.    This  is  duty,  this  is  religion.    In  this  way 

J  ran  will  have  the  love  of  your  fellow  citizens,  and  the  blessings  of  posterity.  On  the^ 
ook-out,  Maltese,  courage;  the  moment  is  solemn ;  remember  our  fathers,  our  honour, 
remember  our  children.  Our  country  for  ever!  (Prolonged  cheers.)  The  meeting  is^ 
now  dissolved. 


No.  38, 

Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  May  15th,  1901.) 

Sib,  The  Palace,  Valetta,  May  9,  1901. 

With  reference  to   my    despatch   of  the   4th  of  May,*   and  in   particulaf  to- 
paragraphs  3,   4   and   13   thereof,  I   have   the  honour  to  transmit,  herewith,  for  your^ 
information,  the  translation  of  the  principal  article  published  last  night  in  the  "  Gazetta  di 
Malta,"  which  contains  an  interesting  confirmation  of  the  view  that  the  recent  agitation 
and  "monster"  meeting  were  organized  principally  against  the  "  Malta  (Use  of  English 
language   in   legal   proceedings)    Order  in   Council,    1899,"  and   that  the   question  of 
adcEtional   taxation   was,  fix>m  the   point   of  view   of  the   organisers   of  the   meeting, 
comparatively  a  side  issue. 

2.  The  proceeding,  on  the  part  of  two  of  the  speakers  at  the  meeting  of  last 
Sunday,  of  addressing  parts  of  their  speech  in  Italian,  was  obviously  an  attempt  to  give 
colour  to  the  asertion  that  Italian  was  the  language  of  the  Maltese. 

3.  The  students  who  absented  themselves  fi-om  the  Lyceum  on  the  day  following 
the  meeting  have  been  duly  fined  and  have  returned  to  their  studies. 

4.  I  may  add  that  the  provisions  of  Ordinance  No.  XI  of  1898  (Public  Meetings) 
were  duly  complied  with  by  the  promoters  of  the  meeting,  and  that  the  number  of  those- 
present  included  a  considerable  proportion  of  naval  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors,  and 
other  sight-seers  who  took  no  real  interest  in  the  resolutions  proposed. 

5.  These  resolutions  appear  to  have  been  put  to  the  meeting  in  a  somewhat  informal 
manner  by  a  vague  statement  of  their  contents  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Mizzi. 

6.  Although  the  Order  in  Council  which  will  substitute  English  for  Italian  in  the 
Law  Courts  in  1914  was  promulgated  more  than  two  years  ago,  no  agitation  worthy  of 

•  No.  36. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


157 

^ote  on  the  part  of  the  people  has  taken  place  till  now,  when  this  laniraage  question  was 
coupled  with  taxation  and  ecclesiaBtical  excitement  in  connection  with  the  Royal  Oath, 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  38. 

Translation  from  the  "  Gazetta  di  Malta  "  of  8th  May,  1901, 

Apropos  of  the  Meeting. 

With  reference  to  the  meeting  held  on  Sunday  last  outside  Porte  des  Bombes,  the 
^*  Dtoly  Malta  Chronicle  "  said  only  a  few  words  :  It  was  undoubtedly  a  representative 
meeting.  And  indeed  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  show  the  value  and  importance 
of  that  meeting  with  a  more  sympathetic  proposition.  The  "  Daily  Malta  Chronicle  "  said 
that  as  regards  the  number  of  persons  who  have  attended  they  are  put  by  some  people  at 
10  thousand,  by  some  others  at  15  thousand,  and  the  promoters  put  it  at  from  25  to  30 
thousand.  At  any  rate,  even  supposing  that  the  number  did  not  go  beyond  10  thousand — 
which  is  a  ridiculous  assertion — it  is  a  tact  that  the  value  and  importance  of  that  meeting, 
according  to  the  "  Daily  Malta  Chronicle  "  does  not  lie  in  the  number  of  persons  who 
attended  it,  but  in  the  representative  bodies  who  took  a  part  in  it.  All  classes  of  the 
population  have  taken  a  part  in  that  meeting,  from  the  Chapters  of  the  Cathedrals  of  both 
Islands  — Malta  and  Gozo — down  to  the  artizan  classes  which  have  been  specially 
represented  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Galea,  who  had  received  their  mandate  in  writing.  The 
* "  Daily  Malta  Chronicle  "  said  :  It  was  undoubtedly  a  representative  meeting. 

Another  important  fiict  is,  that  that  numerous  assembly  composed  of  educated  people 
.  as  well  as  of  illiterates,  has  been  addressed  not  only  in  Maltese,  but  Hilso  in  Italian,  in 
order  to  assert  by  fiswjts  that  the  Italian  language  is  the  language  of  our  education.  In 
that  meeting  Italian  also  was  spoken  and  not  a  voice  of  protest  has  been  raised  by  the 
public  in  order  that  the  proceedings  should  be  carried  on  in  Maltese,  on  the  contrary, 
every  one  was  ^dsibly  satisfied  that  Italian  was  being  spoken  in  order  to  add  to  the 
importance  of  that  solemn  protest  against  the  imposition  of  the  English  language.  Up  to 
now  all  the  meetings  held  in  Malta,  with  a  few  exceptions,  have  been  addressed  in 
Maltese,  in  order  that  everyone  might  understand,  but  yesterday  Italian  was  spoken  in 
order  to  give  the  lie  to  the  Government  who  says  that  Italian  is  known  in  Malta  by  only 
.  a  few  individuals,  and  that  the  bulk  of  the  people  do  not  understand  it  at  all. 

The  Government  are  now,  therefore,  defeated  all  along  the  line.    They  can  no  longer 
.  say  that  our  representatives  do  not  represent  anybody,  and  that  they  are  not  supported 
by  the  people  and  especially  by  the  artizans. 

Our  representatives  have  shewn  by  facts  that  they  represent  the  country,  and  that 
they  are  supported  by  all  the  population.     So,  if  the  Government  wish  to  uphold  what 

*they  have  thus  far  sustained,  they  should  give  way  in  the  face  of  this  solemn  popular 
demonstration   and   come,   at   least,   to   some   compromise,  especially  on  the  language 

•  question,  which  was  the  principal  point  discussed  in  that  meeting. 

In  feet,  the  Government  cannot  say  that  the  people  were  summoned  on  the  question 
of  the  taxes  alone.  The  people  were  asked  to  attend  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
language  question,  and  all  the  speakers  have  given  in  their  speeches  greater  importance  to 
the  language  question  than  to  that  of  the  taxes.  Moreover,  the  people  themselves  have 
shown  that  they  recognised  the  importance  of  that  question,  as  they  insisted  that  some 
of  the  speakers  should  give  precedence  to  the  language  question  as  a  subject  of  greater 
importance. 

The  people  knew  that  they  had  been  summoned  in  particular  with  regard  to  the 
language  question,  on  which  their  opinion  was  especially  required. 

Now,  if  the  Government  wish  to  be  true  to  what  they  have  thus  far  avowed,  /.e.,  that 
they  always  follow  the  wishes  of  the  population  in  any  matter,  they  should  now  give  way 
and  come  to  easier  terms,  in  view  of  this  solemn  manifestation  of  the  wishes  of  the 
people. 

We  do  not  as  yet  know  what  policy  the  Government  intend  to  follow  henceforward, 
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nor  do  we  know  whether  they  will  &1I  one  step  back  from  the  unconstitutionai  dysten> 
always  adopted  of  acting  according  to  their  will  and  whim,  in  spite  of  our  representatives. 
The  &ct  is  that  the  Government  can  now  no  longer  act  in  good  &ith  in  following  a. 
policy  so  ruinous  to  the  interests  of  the  country. 

One  of  the  People. 


No.  39. 

Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  May  26,  1901.) 

May  8,         SiR,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  Mav  21,  1 901. 

1901.  '  With  reference  to  my  despatch,*  noted  in  the  margin,   I   have  the  honour  to* 

transmit,  herewith,  the  originals  (with  translations)  of  Resolutions  which  were  handed  to* 
me  on  the  17th  instant,  by  a  deputation  representing  the  open-air  meeting  which  was 
held  on  the  5th  instant. 

2.  I  also  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  a  report  of  the  remarks- 
which  I  addressed  to  the  deputation. 

3.  I  notice  that  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  meeting  have  failed  to  report  the 
resolution  on  the  subject  of  taxation  in  the  original  form  in  which  it  was  proposed  by 
Dr.  Mizzi,  viz.,  to  the  effect  "  that  taxation  is  not  advisable  for  the  present."  It  appears 
from  the  shorthand- writers'  report  that  a  cry  was  raised  from  the  crowd  that  "  there  was 
never  to  be  any  more  taxation  in  Malta,"  and  that  Dr.  Mizzi,  thereupon,  suddenly  changed, 
an  important  feature  of  his  original  opinion.  I  also  observe  that  the  procedure  of 
proposing  and  seconding  resolutions  and  amendments  was  not  observed. 

4.  The  original  resolutions,  handed  to  me  in  Italian,  were  not  read  in  Italian  at  the 
meeting ;  but  their  purport  was  given  in  Maltese  by  Dr.  Mizzi  in  both  cases.  The 
meeting  was  apparently  so  composed  and  organised  that  no  one  holding  a  different 
opinion  from  the  speakers  would  have  had  the  least  chance  of  obtaining  a  hearing,  i 

5.  The  opinion  that  no  additional  taxation  should  ever  be  levied  in  Malta,  as  may  be 
gathered  from  their  remarks  made  on  the  same  occasion,  is  not  supported  by  the  better 
judgment  of  Dr.  Mizzi  and  Dr.  Grech  Mifsud.  It  is  obvious  to  the  more  thoughtful  of 
the  local  politicians  that  modern  progress,  education,  sanitation  and  municipal  reform 
must  cost  money  and  must  therefore  involve  additional  taxation  sooner  or  later,  and  that 
the  expression  of  the  contrary  opinion  in  the  form  of  a  platitude  can  only  tend  to  mystify 
and  mislead  the  masses.  > 

6.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  wording  of  the  second  resolution,  viz.,  that  on  the- 
subject  of  the  English  language,  is  even  more  extreme  and  impracticable  than  the  first. 
The  view  that  the  teaching  of  the  English  language,  instead  of  Italian,  to  the  working 
classes  is  detrimental  to  their  interests,  in  a  community  in  which  vast  sums  of  Imperial 
money  are  being  spent  under  British  supervision  (principally  in  wages  to  the  working 
classes),  and  where  a  knowledge  of  English  is  required  from  all  who  take  civil  or  military 
service  under  Grovemment,  is  too  absurd  to  require  refutation. 

7.  Ad  to  the  case  of  persons  of  exceptional  ability  who  can  learn  two  foreign^ 
languages  (English  and  Italian,  in  addition  to  their  mother  tongue,  the  Maltese),  there  is 
nothing  in  the  Government  system  of  instruction  to  prevent  their  learning  Italian  in 
addition  to  English  ;  in  fact,  extraordinary  and  perhaps,  superfluous  fecilities  are  afforded 
at  the  expense  of  the  poor,  for  whom  the  teaching  of  one  additional  language  besides 
Maltese  would  meet  all  practical  requirements. 

8.  What  appears  to  me  to  call  for  your  particular  attention  is  the  second  part  of  the  * 
resolution  respecting  the  language  question,  in  which  an  appeal  is  made  to  the  elected 
members  to  obstruct  in  every  possible  way  the  measures  adopted,  or  which  may  be 
adopted,  by  the  Government  to  give  effect  to  the  "  Malta  (use  of  English  language  in 
legal  proceedings)  Order  in  Council,  1899."  In  view  of  the  effects  of  this  law  in  1914,. 
it  has  become  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  educate  the  future  generations  of  lawyers, 
notaries  and  solicitors  so  that  they  may  know  English  thoroughly.  Those  practising  at 
present  know,  as  a  rule,  English  imperfectly,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  learning  simul- 
taneously two  foreign  languages,  and  they  know  Italian  so  imperfectly  as  to  call  for 
comment  on  the  part  of  educated  Italians  to  the  effect  that  many  of  those  who  teach  Italian 
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in  Malta  do  not  appear  to  speak  that  language  as  it  is  spoken  either  at  Rome  or  at 
Florence- 

9.  An  appeal  has  been  made  to  the  clergy  to  assist  the  action  of  local  politicians  in 
favour  of  Italian  in  the  terms  of  the  leaflet,  signed  by  the  Honourable  F.  Azzopardi,  of 
which  a  translation  is  enclosed.  I  regret  to  have  to  report  that,  according  to  official 
information,  members  of  the  clergy  have  used  their  influence  to  cause  panic  and  confusion 
among  the  school  children. 

10.  The  elected  members  are  holding  meetings  in  the  villages  with  the  object  of 
inducing  parents  to  withdraw  their  declarations  whereby  they  chose  English  for  their 
children,  and  of  coercing  them  to  choose  Italian  instead. 

11.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  point  out  that  if  the  elected  members  are  determined 
to  adopt  the  policy  of  systematic  obstruction,  a  constitutional  remedy  appears  to  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  His  Majesty's  Grovernment,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Letters 
Patent  of  1887,  by  recourse  to  an  Order  in  Council. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Governor. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  39. 


[Translation.] 

We,  the  undersigned,  certify  that  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  voted 
at  the  Grand  Public  Meeting  held  by  the  Honourable  Fortunato  Mizzi,  LL.D.,  outside 
Porte  des  Bombes,  to-day  at  sunset. 

Resolved, 

That  a  deputation  consisting  of  the  President  of  the  Meeting  (Dr.  F.  Sceberras),  the 
Secretary  (Mons.  Panzavecchia),  a  representative  of  the  Chapter  of  the  Cathedral  of 
Malta,  a  representative  of  the  Chapter  of  Gozo,  a  representative  of  each  of  the  Chapters  of 
St.  Paul's  and  of  the  Three  Cities,  a  representative  of  the  parish  Priests,  and  a 
representative  of  the  dijfferent  Corporations  which  are  to-day  present,  is  appointed  to 
present  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor  the  two  resolutions  passed  at  this  meeting 
to-day,  relating,  one  to  the  Language  question  and  the  other  to  the  Taxes. 

Dr.  F.  ScEBBRBAS,  President, 
Outside  Porte  des  Bombes,  Mons.  Panzavecchia,  Can.  I., 

5th  May,  1901.  Secretary. 


(Translation.) 

We,  the  undersigned,  certify  that  the  following  Resolution  was  unanimously  voted 
at  the  Grand  Public  Meeting  held  by  the  Honourable  Fortunato  Mizzi,  L.L.D.,  outside 
Porte  des  Bombes  to-day  at  Sunset. 

Resolved, 

That  it  is  not  necessary  nor  expedient  to  raise  new  taxes  ;  nor  to  increase,  in  any 
way,  those  already  existing,  as  the  conditions  of  the  population  cannot  bear  such  further 
taxation  ;  and  every  such  imposition  must,  therefore,  be  strongly  opposed. 

Dr.  F.  Sceberras,  President. 
Mons.  Panzavecchia,  Can.  I,,  Secretary. 
Outside  Porte  des  Bombes, 

5th  May,  1901. 


Translation. 

We,  the  undersigned,  certify  that  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  voted  at 
the  Grand  Public  Meeting  held  by  the  Honourable  Fortunato  Mizzi,  LL.D.,  outside  Porte 
des  Bombes,  to-day,  at  sunset. 

Resolved, 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  that  the  substitution  of  the  English  language 
for  the  Italian  language  is  not  only  offensive  to  the  national  feeling  of  the  Maltese,  but 
also  detrimental  to  the  political,  social,  intellectual,  and  economic  interests  of  the 
population  ;  and  that  the  elected  members  of  the  Council  must,  therefore,  continue  to 
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strongly  oppose  it  as  well  as  all  measures  on  the  part  of  the  Government  tending  to  the 
realization  of  the  same. 

Dr.  F.  ScEBERBAS,  President. 

Mons.  Panzavecchia,  Can.  I.,  Secretary. 
Outside  Porte  des  Bombes, 
5th  May,  1901. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  39. 


Address  of  His  Excellency  Sir  Francis  Wallace  Grenfell  at  St.  Antonio  Palace  on 
17  May  to  a  Deputation  representing  the  promoters  of  the  open  air  Meeting  held 
near  "  Ta  Braxia  "  on  the  5th  of  May,  1901. 

Gentlemen, 

I  need  hardly  say  that  I  shall  be  happy  to  transmit  these  Resolutions  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  especially  as  the  late  Meeting  was  certainly  distinguished  by  the 
number  of  persons  present  and  by  the  moderate  tone  of  the  greater  part  of  the  speakers. 
But  I  think  that  as  the  Government  has  been  severely  criticised  regarding  its  action,  it 
would  not  be  unfitting — while  dwelling  as  shortly  as  possible  on  contentious  matter — ^that 
I  should  mention  the  reasons  by  which  the  Government  has  been  actuated  in  following 
the  policy  which  is  so  strongly  objected  to. 

The  Order  in  Council  substituting  English  in  the  Courts  thirteen  years  hence  was 
decided  upon  before  I  came  to  Malta,  and  though  I  can  sympathise  with  the  feelings 
which  it  evoked,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  will  fall  hardly  on  the  people  concerned.  Vested 
interests  have  always  been  considered  by  the  British  Government ;  and,  though  I  am  only 
expressing  my  private  opinion,  I  believe  that  any  vested  interest  prejudiced  by  that  Order 
in  Council  will  be  fully  considered  and  compensated. 

As  regards  the  Schools,  since  i  have  been  in  Malta,  I  have  constantly  visited  the 
Schools,  and  studied  the  question  of  education.  Seeing  the  anxiety  of  the  parents  that 
their  children  should  be  taught  English,  I  have  done  my  best  to  provide  good  instruction, 
and  for  the  following  reasons : — In  the  Malta  harbour  the  Admiralty  are  commencing 
works  of  great  magnitude,  which  will  cost  large  sums  of  money,  and  employ  an  enormous 
number  of  Maltese  Labourers.  Docks  and  Breakwater  will  be  constructed.  Barracks  are 
being  built,  and  for  these  works  foremen,  clerks,  &c.  will  be  required,  and  the  higher  posts 
will  be  occupied  by  those  who  can  speak  English.  English  is  required  for  every  post  in 
the  Civil  Service,  the  Army,  &c.,  and  for  these  reasons  the  Government  has  considered  it 
a  duty  to  promote  the  study  of  English  throughout  the  Island.  The  arguments  we  have 
heard  against  the  study  of  English  are  not  strong  ones.  The  people  have  been  told  that 
the  British  Government  by  means  of  the  language  is  endeavouring  to  change  their  religion. 
I  need  not  combat  that  argument.  You  are  well  aware  that  since  the  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation, early  in  the  last  century,  the  Government  has  adopted  a  policy  of  absolute 
non-interference  with  the  religion  of  any  dependency.  Another  argument  is  that  places 
under  Government  would  be  taken  by  Englishmen.  But  by  inculcating  the  study  of 
English,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Maltese  will  soon  be  fitted  for  all  posts  in  Government 
service. 

As  regards  Taxation — as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said  the  other  day — all 
taxation  is  odious,  and  any  meeting  against  it  will  be  largely  attended,  as  lately  in  England, 
on  the  imposition  of  a  Coal  Tax.  But  have  those  gentlemen  who  spoke  on  these 
resolutions  gone  carefully  into  the  question  of  the  public  necessities,  and  considered 
whether  taxation  is  necessary  or  not  ?  What  is  the  situation  ?  You  have  a  hospital 
insanitary  and  crowded.  I  have  lately  visited  it,  and  heard  the  complaints  of  those 
associated  with  it.  I  found  beds  occupying  the  middle  of  the  rooms,  insufficient  air-space, 
and  a  state  of  things  discreditable  to  Malta. 

New  drainage  works  to  reduce  the  death  rate  are  absolutely  necessary. 

A  leper  hospital  for  women  is  required,  without  which  the  number  of  lepers  must 
increase. 

At  your  lunatic  asylum,  for  want  of  space,  criminal  lunatics  and  innocent  patients 
are  kept  together. 

The  schools  are  crowded.  5,000  names  are  down  for  admission,  and  new  schools 
should  be  built. 
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In  Gozo,  which  I  visit  yearly,  there  are  urgent  demands  for  drainage,  extended 
water  supply,  and,  above  all,  a  breakwater.  New  cemeteries  are  also  an  absolute 
necessity. 

I  will  not  dwell  longer  on  this  subject — but  these  are  the  reasons  why  taxation  is^ 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Government,  necessary. 

I  will  only  mention  the  fisi,ct  that,  when  the  Revenue  Ordinance  was  introduced  in 
the  Council  of  Government,  I  had  hoped  that  it  would  have  been  discussed  in  Committee 
and  that  the  opinion  of  elected  members  would  have  been  elicited  on  the  various  items. 
The  Government  placed  before  the  Council  the  maximum  of  the  taxation  in  its  opinion 
necessary,  and  was  prepared  to  discuss  any  part  of  the  programme  and  to  consider  any 
proposal  to  limit  taxation  to  such  works  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  could,  without 
undue  competition,  be  executed  year  by  year,  but  the  elected  members  of  Council  having 
thrown  out  the  ordinance,  no  such  discussion  was  possible.  I  must  conclude  by  thanking 
you  for  your  presence  at  St.  Antonio,  and  I  only  regret  that  circumstances  precluded  me 
from  meeting  you  in  Valetta. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  39. 
Translation  from  the  Maltese. 

Fathers  and  mothers,  open  wide  your  eyes  to  the  fiact  that  the  Government  wants  to 
deceive  you,  and  do  not  give  your  name  to  anybody. 

The  Government,  barefaced  and  deceitful,  does  not  feel  happy  at  the  thought  that 
the  elected  members  and  your  parish  priests  proved  it  to  be  a  liar  in  what  concern  h  you  ; 
it  is  now  trying  another  means  of  deceiving  you,  but  the  elected  members  united  with 
your  parish  priests  are  always  ready  to  open  your  eyes  to  the  deceit  and  the  harm  the 
Government  wants  to  practise  upon  you.  You  should  therefore  know  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  making  the  round  of  the  schools  in  the  towns  and  the  Casals  in  order  to  snatch 
the  names  and  the  signatures  of  the  fathers  and  mothers  of  children  frequenting  the 
Government  schools,  and  by  asking  them  what  language  they  want  their  children  to  be 
taught,  whether  English  or  Italian,  namely,  only  one  language,  to  force  them  to  say  that 
they  want  only  the  English  language  ;  and  thus  the  Government  will  succeed,  and  will 
attain  its  baneful  object,  knowing  that  the  upper  classes  can  afford  to  pay  for  extra 
instruction  to  their  children,  to  teach  them  Italian,  whilst  you  poor  people  cannot  do  the 
same.  Wherefore,  when  the  Government,  or  the  Director  and  the  Schoolmasters  paid  by 
it,  will  send  for  you  to  put  such  questions  to  you,  this  is  the  way  in  which  you  are  to 
reply : — 

We  want  for  our  children  the  instruction  that  was  imparted  to  them  five  years  ago, 
in  Italian  and  English  only,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Maltese,  which  is  of  no  use  to 
anybody. 

And  if  he  requests  you  to  choose  only  one  of  them,  answer  as  I  told  you.     And  if 
he  tells  you  that  he  will  send  your  children  out  of  school,  do  not  be  afiiid,  because  I 
and  my  colleagues  shall  put  them  in  again,  because  the  schools  are  our  property  and  the 
property  of  our  offspring,  and  are  maintained  by  funds  that  are  in  the  pocket  of  all  the 
Maltese  and  not  in  that  of  the  Government. 

I  and  the  other  Elected  Members,  my  colleagues,  are  going  to  pay  visits  to  the  Casals^ 
and  the  towns  in  order  to  speak  to  you  about  this.  Be,  therefore,  careful,  and  do  not  for 
the  present  give  your  names  to  the  Government,  but  reply  in  the  manner  I  pointed  out  to 
you,  and  that  only  is  to  be  your  reply. 

Take  this  paper  to  the  Parish  Priests  or  to  your  confessor,  and  you  will  see  that  he 
will  tell  you  what  I  am  telling  you,  because  this  is  for  your  good,  and  it  was  for  this 
object  that  the  Parish  Priests,  the  Priests  and  other  gentlemen,  and  the  working  classes 
appeared  on  Ihe  stage  at  the  meeting,  as  you  saw  and  heard  yourselves.  Do,  therefore,, 
unite  with  them  and  with  us,  and  our  victory  is  ensured.  Say  this  to  all  the  fathers. 
Beware  of  the  Government,  beware  of  the  Government,  because  it  wants  to  deceive  you  1 

F.    AZZOPABDI, 

Member  Elected  by  the  People. 
Valletta,  12th  May,  1901, 
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No.  40. 
Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
(Received  May  27,  1901.) 
Sir,  The  Palace,  Valletta,  May  20,  1901. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  Return  showing  the  percentage  of  parents 
or  guardians  of  children  attending  the  Government  Elementary  Schools  who  have,  from 
the  1st  January,  1901,  to  this  day,  chosen  English  or  Italian  as  the  second  language  of 
education,  after  the  Maltese,  for  children  passing  to  the  III.  Standard  after  undergoing 
the  annual  examinations. 

2.  Such  examinations  have  so  far  this  year  been  held  in  eleven  schools  (boys  and 
girls)  ;  and  you  will  observe  that  in  two  cases,  where  the  choice  was  made  at  the  time 
that  the  excitement  got  up  by  the  political  agitators  in  favour  of  the  Italian  language 
was  being  fenned  by  means  of  all  sorts  of  false  rumours  and  misrepresentations,  the 
percentage  in  favour  of  Italian  has  perceptibly  risen. 

3.  It  is,  however,  satisfactory  vo  note  that,  notwithstanding  the  malicious  inventions 
and  insinuations  that  are  being  spread  far  and  wide  among  the  poorer  classes  in  the 
villages,  91*6  per  cent,  of  the  parents  have  this  year  chosen  English  for  their  children, 
and  that  only  8*4  per  cent,  are  so  far  in  favour  of  Italian. 

4.  I  shall  transmit  to  you,  as  soon  as  it  is  available,  a  further  Return,  which  will 
include  the  result  of  the  choice  that  has  still  to  be  made  by  parents  of  children  passing  to 
the  III.  Standard  in  other  schools. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  GRENFELL, 

Grovernor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  40. 


Return  showing  the  number  of  Guardians  who  have  chosen  (1)  English,  (2)  Italian,  for 
their  children  who  are  attending  the  III.  Standard  of  the  Government  Elementary 
Schools,  in  the  year  1901. 


English. 

ItaliAQ. 

Date  of 
Ezaminatioii. 

School. 

Boyg. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per- 
oentage. 

BOJB. 

GirlB. 

Total. 

Per- 
cental. 

Malta. 

Yalletta  Model 

StrZecca           

13  May       ... 

20  May       ... 
t 

i  Not  av 

ailable 

J^on  dat 

e  of  retu 

m. 

Floriana 

19  June 

1 

Vittoriosa          

23  July       ... 

Cospicua           

15  July       ... 

-Not    a 

vailabl 

e. 

Senglea 

27  May       ... 

Sliema 

25  June 

Hamrun            

6  May       ... 

Not  ava 

liable 

on  dat 

e  of  retu 

m. 

Misida 

15  April     ... 

26 

26 

52 

94-5 

3 

— 

3 

5-5 

Notabile 

22  April      ... 

23 

36 

59 

73-8 

10 

11 

21 

26-2 

Dingli     

10  May       ... 

No.  III. 

Stand 

ard. 

Zebbng  

29  July       ... 

Not  ava 

liable. 

■   . 

Siggieai 

4  March    ... 

15 

16 

31 

96-9 

— 

1 

1 

31 
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• 

BncrUah. 

Italian. 

School. 

jLiato  01 

BOJB. 

GirlK     TotaL 

Per 

oentege. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per 

oentage. 

Birchircara        

13  Jane 

Not  aya 

ilable. 

Lia          

25  February  . 

23 

21 

U 

100-0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Naxaro 

14  March    ... 

NoSd. 

26 

26 

100-0 

NoSd. 

— 

— 

— 

Musta 

7  March    ... 

41 

33 

74 

97-4 

1 

1 

2 

2-6 

<}argur 

14  February . 

11 

6 

17 

lOOO 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Melleha 

23  July       ... 

Not  ava 

ilable. 

Ourini 

17  April      ... 

32 

59 

91 

87-5 

1 

12 

13 

12-5 

Lnca 

29  April      ... 

Notav 

ailable 

on  dat 

e  of  reta 

m. 

Tarxen 

4  June 

Not    a 

vailabl 

e. 

•Chircop 

12  April      ... 

No.  II 

I.Stan 

dard. 

■Crendi 

13  March    ... 

14 

9 

23 

100-0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Micabiba           

29  March    ... 

7 

9 

16 

100-0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Zeitam 

3  July 

) 

2nrrico  •••        •••        ••• 

23  May       ... 

>Not   a 

vailabl 

e. 

Zabbar 

10  June 

) 

<3udia     

22  February 

10 

5 

15 

lOOK) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Aflciak 

11  March    ... 

11 

10 

21 

87-5 

3 

— 

3 

12-0 

GOZO, 

Victoria 

8  July 

^ 

Nadur     

5  August  ... 

Xaghra 

7  August  ... 

Xeuchia 

11  July       ... 

OhainBielem     

12  August  ... 

^Noi   a 

vailabl 

e. 

i^nnat 

12  July       ... 

^rbo     

13  July       ... 

Zebbng  

12  July       ... 

Kala       

9  August  ... 

- 

Rbcapitulation. 

Malta  Schools 

-Oozo  Schools    

Malta  and  Gozo 

Totals    ... 

203 

256 

469 

91-6 

18 

25 

43 

8-4 

Elementary  Schools  Office,  Valletta, 
May  iO,  1901. 


(Signed)         E.  Maqro, 

Inspector  of  Elementary  Schools. 
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No.  41. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Anno  Domini  1901.     No.  IX. 

(Received  May  27,  1901.) 

By  His  Excellency  Sir  Francis  Wallace  Greh^ell,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most 
Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  Knight  Grand  Cross  of  the  Most  Distinguished  Order 
of  St.  Michael  and  St.  George,  Lieutenant-General  in  His  Majesty's  Army,  Governor 
and  Commander-in-Chief  in  and  over  the  Island  of  Malta  and  its  Dependencies  and 
Commander  of  the  Troops  serving  within  the  same. 
Whereas  it  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  that  panic  has- 
been  caused  and  children  have  been  suddenly  withdrawn  from  school  by  their  parents 
because  rumours  have  been  maliciously  put  in  circulation  to  the  effect  that  the  Government 
is  promoting  the  teaching  of  English  in  the  Government  Elementary  Schools  in  order 
that  the  boys  may  be  forced  to  proceed  to  the  war  in  South  Africa,  and  the  girls  pressed 
into  the  Service  as  washerwomen  and  attendants  on  the  British  Army. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  trusts  that  all  persons  in  the  employment  of  the- 
Government,  in  whatsoever  capacity,  and  all  loyal  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  will  use  their 
best  endeavours  to  contradict  the  &lse  reports  above-mentioned,  and  the  misleading^ 
statement  that  the  Government  is  promoting  the  teaching  of  reading  and  writing  throum 
the  medium  of  the  Maltese  language  and  the  spread  of  the  English  language,  in  order 
that  British  Subjects  domiciled  in  Malta  may  be  forced  to  emigrate,  or  caused  to  lose  their 
means  of  livelihood  in  these  Islands. 

Palace,  Valletta,  this  21st  day  of  May,  1901. 

By  command, 

G.  Strickland, 

Chief  Secretary  to  Grovernment. 
God  save  the  King. 


No.  42. 

Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  June  21,  1901.) 

(Extract.) 

The  Palace,  Valletta,  June  17,  1901. 
I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  I  liave  for  some  time  established  a  large  military 
camp  at  Melleha,  a  village  about  13  miles  distant  from  Valletta  ;  the  troops  stationed 
there  number  about  1.000,  and  the  arrangement  is  likely  to  become  permanent. 

The  Postmaster-General  strongly  recommended  that  a  branch  post  office  should 
be  opened  at  Melleha  for  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants,  but  more  particularly  on 
account  of  the  remunerative  volume  of  postal  work  obtainable  from  the  troops  stationed 
there. 

I  regret  to  have  to  report  that  this  vote  was  rejected  by  the  elected  members  of 
the  Council  of  Government  for  reasons  which  appear  to  be  altogether  frivolous,  such  a& 
the  contention  that  the  soldiers  would  not  post  any  larger  number  of  letters  if  they  had  a 
post  office  on  the  spot  than  they  are  now  posting  by  sending  them  to  Valletta,  or  that,  as 
when  soldiers  are  in  a  hurry  to  post  letters,  they  are  likely  to  employ  a  messenger  from 
Melleha,  such  messenger  will  lose  his  chance  of  obtaining  his  remuneration  by  the- 
establishment  of  a  branch  post  office. 


No.  43. 

Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  June  24,  1901.) 
(Extract.) 

The  Palace,  Valletta,  June  19,  1901. 

With  reference  to  my  despatches  of  the  10th  of  April  and  the  8th  of  May  last* 

reporting  the  holding  of  public  open-air  meetings  on  Easter  Sunday,  and  the  5th  May, 

outside  Valletta,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  Dr.  Mizzi's  party  have  organised 

several  meetings  in  the  country  districts  and  that  they  have  taken  place  as  follows  : — 

19th  May,  at  Curmi  ;  26th  May,  in  the  morning  at  Zebbug,  and  in  the  afternoon  at 

•  Nob.  32  and  37. 
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Birchircara ;  2nd  June,  at  Gozo  ;  and  16th  June,  in  the  morning  at  Zeitun,  and  in  the 
afternoon  outside  Rock  Grate,  near  Cospicua. 

These  meetings  have,  as  a  rule,  ibeen  organised  at  such  hours  on  Sundays  and  at 
f^iich  proximity  to  Church  doors  as  to  intercept  the  crowd  issuing  from  morning  or 
evening  service. 

Tne  speeches  delivered  have  been  principally  against  the  present  system  of 
education  and  in  favour  of  re-establishing  the  pre-eminence  of  Italian  under  the  guise 
that  Maltese  is  too  well  known  to  need  teaching,  and  that  if  English  is  taught,  it  should 
be  begun  simultaneously  with  the  teaching  of  Italian. 

The  meeting  at  Gozo  caused  some  excitement,  and  a  gentleman  who  expressed 
-disagreement  was  hustled  by  the  mob  :  it  is  evident,  however,  that  the  people  in  general 
take  little  interest  in  the  language  question,  and  that  the  agitation  is  of  a  manufactured 
-character,  and  now  rapidly  waning  in  popularity. 

In  fiict  the  meeting  of  last  Sunday,  largely  advertised  to  take  place,  for  the  benefit 
-of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Three  Cities  on  the  Southern  side  of  the  Grand  Harbour,  at 
5.30  p.m.,  was  altogether  a  failure* 

I  also  transmit  a  return  showing  the  result  up  to  date  of  the  choice  as  between 
English  and  Italian  in  the  Elementary  Schools  on  the  passage  from  the  IL  to  the  III. 
Standard. 

As  you  are  aware,  these  examinations  take  place  annually,  the  Inspecting  Staff 
going  on  circuit  round  the  several  schools,  and  only  those  children  who  pass  their  exam- 
inations successfully  after  the  IL  Standard  are  called  upon  to  request  their  parents  to 
attend  to  choose  the  language  (either  English  or  Italian)  to  be  taught  in  the  III.  and  IV. 
Standards.  In  the  Y.  and  V  I.  Standards  both  English  and  Italian  have  so  far  continued 
to  be  compulsory. 

Notwithstanding  the  very  strong  pressure  exerted  in  favour  of  the  choice  of  Italian 
(or  against  the  choice  of  English),  it  is  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  be  able 
to  report  that  in  the  most  important  and  populous  districts  the  preference  for  English  is 
practically  unshaken. 

The  determined  attempts  to  interfere  with  the  free  choice  of  language  cannot  be 
ignored,  and  I  have  thought  it  necessary  (though  I  am  anxious  to  interfere  personally  as 
little  as  possible  in  political  controversies)  to  make  it  known  that  the  Teaching  StaflF, 
who  have  suffered  from  the  attacks  of  agitators,  will  be  supported  by  the  Government ; 
and  that  the  Government  will  not  give  way  in  any  shape  to  agitation,  but  will  support 
the  parents  in  the  choice  of  whatever  language  they  shall  choose  for  the  education  of 
their  children. 

Meanwhile  useful  legislation  is  blocked — the  necessary  supplies  are  refused — ^and 
the  reduction  of  the  education  votes  bears  hardly  on  the  Teachers,  and  more  especially 
450  on  those  who  teach  through  the  medium  of  English. 
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Return  showing  the  Number  of  Parents  or  Guardians  who  up  to  date  have  chosen 
English  or  Italian  for  their  children  who  are  attending  the  Third  Standard  of  the 
Government  Elementary  Schools  in  the  year  1901. 


Engrluh. 

ItsUan. 

Date  of 
Kxamination . 

Boys. 

GirU.      Total. 

Total. 

1 

SohooL 

Per 

oenU 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Per 

cent. 

Malta  Schools. 

<jargur           

Gudia 

14  Feb. 
22    „ 

11 
10 

6 
5 

17 
15 

100-0 
100-0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

■  0 

■  0 

0-0  •) 
00 

l«ia 

tiiggietd         

25    „ 
4  March 

23 
15 

21 
16 

44 
31 

100-0 
96-9 

0 
0 

0 

1 

1 

!      0 

j      1 

t 

0-0 
31    . 

""Ml 

Carried  forward  ... 

Digitized  by 


Google 


School. 


Bate  of 
Examination. 


166 


Englisli. 


Boy*. 


Oirls. 


Total. 


Per 

cent. 


Ttaliui. 


B078. 


Girls. 


Total. 


Per 
oent. 


Brought  forward 
Mnsta... 
Aziak... 
Crendi 
Naxaro 
Micabiba 
Chircop 
Misida 
Onrmi... 
Notabile 
Laca  ... 
Hamrun 
Dingli 

Valletta,  Model 
„      Zecca 
Zarrico 
Senglea 
Tarzen 
Zabbar 
Vittoriosa 
Zeitan 
Sliema 
Cospicna 
Floriana 
Melleha 
Birchircara 
Zebbng 


Provisional  Totals,  &c. 


7  „ 

11  ., 
13  „ 
U  „ 
29  „ 

12  April 
15  „ 

17  „ 

22  „ 
29  „ 

6  May 

10  „ 

13  „ 
20  „ 

23  „ 
27  „ 

4  Jane 

10  „ 

12  „ 

18  „ 
25  „ 

3  July 

10  „ 

15  „ 

16  „ 
29  „ 


41 
11 
14 

iNoSd, 
7 


33 
10 

9 
26 

9 


74 
21 
23 
26 
16 


97-4 

87-5 

100-0 

100-0 

100-0 


1 
3 
0 

iNoSd. 
•  0 


1 
0 
0 
0 
0 


2 
3 
0 
0 
0 


2-51 
12-6 
0-0 
00 
0-0 


•2  a 


No  Third  Standard. 


No  Third  Standard. 


26 
32 
25 
4 
41 


26 

52 

59 

91 

36 

61 

3 

7 

22 

63 

94-5 
87-5 
75-3 
21-9 
73-3 


3 
1 

9 

16 
9 


No  Third  Standard. 


0 

3 

12 

13 

11 

20 

9 

25 

14 

23 

5-5 
12-5 
24-7 
78-1 
26-7 


No  Third  Standard. 


95 

0 
56 
16 
27 
31 


72 

167 

53 

53 

2 

2 

35 

91 

9 

25 

36 

63 

33 

64 

83-1 
80-3 
5-6 
88-3 
52-1 
96-9 
88-9 


11 

13 
5 

6 
1 
2 


y  Results  not  yet  available. 


23 

34 

13 

13 

21 

34 

7 

12 

17 

23 

1 

2 

6 

8 

16-9 
19-7 
94-4 
11-7 
47-9 
3-1 
11-1 


Results  not  yet  available. 


485 


521 


1,006 


82-3 


80 


136    I  216 


17-7 


E.  Magro, 
Inspector  of  Elementary  Schools. 


Elementary  Schools  Office,  Valletta, 
18th  June,  1901. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


167 

No.  44. 

Governor  Sir  F.,W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  July  1,  1901.) 

(Extract.) 

The  Palace,  Valletta,  June  26,  1901. 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  Mr.  Bartoli,  the  member  for  the  Sixth  District, 
proposed  in  the  Council  of  Government,  on  the  17th  of  April  last,  that  a  new  roadway  in 
course  of  construction  between  the  Maiii  Gate  of  Valletta  (Porta  Reale)  and  the  Maglio 
Gardens  in  Floriana  should  be  named  after  His  Majesty  the  King. 

While  it  is  the  practice  to  lay  the  Annual  Estimates  before  the  Council  with  an 
Italian  translation.  Supplementary  Estimates  are  prepared  and  printed  in  English.  In 
fiict,  English  has  long  been  the  official  language  oi  the  Government,  and  time  and  labour 
lost  in  translating  official  papers  and  Government  notices  into  Italian  is  most  regrettable. 

In  order  to  give  effect  to  the  resolution  above  referred  to,  I  caused  a  vote  ou 
account  of  £300  to  be  proposed  in  a  Supplementary  Estimate,  which  was,  as  usual, 
printed  in  English. 

The  opportunity  was  seized  by  the  Elected  Members  to  reopen  the  Language 
Question,  and  to  urge  that  the  King's  name  should  be  spelt  in  Italian,  and  not  as  it  is  m 
reality  ;  and  on  this  ground  the  vote  of  £300  to  continue  the  work  on  the  road  was. 
rejected,  notwithstanding  the  general  desire  to  go  on  with  the  work. 

On  this  occasion  Mr.  Azzopardi,  the  member  for  the  Third  District,  expressed 
without  restraint  the  principles  which  prompted  the  action  of  his  political  faction,  viz.  : — 
That  the  people  of  Malta  are  Italians,  and  he  appealed  to  the  Elected  Members  "to  oppose 
in  every  possible  way  the  policy  of  the  Government  until  they  (the  Government) 
solemnly  promised  that  the  streets  of  Malta  and  Gozo  would  have  Italian  names,  because 
they  (the  Maltese)  were  not  English,  but  Italians.  And  he  trusted  that  the  Committee 
would  reject  the  vote,  simply  for  this  reason,  because,  whether  the  Government  wanted  it 
or  not,  they  (the  Maltese)  were  Italians  and  not  English." 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  declaration  of  Mr.  Azzopardi  has  been  generally 
and  deeply  resented  by  the  moderate  people  in  Malta,  and  that  it  does  not  in  any  way 
represent  the  feeling  of  the  Maltese  population. 


No.  45. 

Governor  Sir  F.  W.  GRENFELL  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  July  12,  1901.) 

Sib,  ^  The  Palace,  Valletta,  7th  July,  1901. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward,  for  your  information,  copies  of  the  shorthand  reports 
of  public  meetings  held  last  Sunday  at  Musta  and  Zurrico,  togethei  with  precis  prepared 
by  the  shorthand  writers. 

2.  I  beg  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the  report  of  the  meeting  at  Musta. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  W.  GRENFELL, 

Governor^ 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  45. 

Proceedings  of  a  Meeting  held  on  20th  May,  1901,  at  Musta. 

(5.30  p.m.) 

Rev.  Sarreo,  Archpriest  of  Musta, 

Brethren,  I  have  never  before  taken  an  active  part  in  similar  occasions,  because  my 
ministry  imposes  on  me  duties  far  different  from  those  of  a  political  speaker  ;  but  in  reading 
up  the  history  of  our  little  island  I  find  that  my  predecessors,  at  the  head  of  this  Parish, 
have  always  taken  a  prominent  part  in  every  political  question  of  public  interest ;  the  wish 
to  follow  their  example  is  my  only  motive  in  coming  forward  to-day.    I  must  remind  you 
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here  that  Francesco  Calleja,  the  celebrated  Maltese  Deputy  of  the  time  of  our  last  siege,  as 
well  as  my  predecessor  in  this  parish,  whose  work  has  proved  so  beneficial  to  the  people 
of  Malta,  were  both  natives  of  Musta.  I  have  now  to  recommend  you  to  pay  great 
attention  to  what  these  gentlemen  have  come  here  to  tell  you,  as  their  only  aim 
is  the  public  wel&re.  The  object  of  this  meeting  is  to  ventilate  and  discuss  the 
language  question,  and  the  question  of  taxation.  The  language  of  our  education 
is  the  Italian,  but  every  true  Maltese  ought  to  make  himself  familiar  with  the 
English  language,  which  is  the  language  of  the  Empire  to  which  we  belong,  a 
glorious  and  mighty  Empire  on  which  the  sun  never  sets ;  which  is  the  language 
of  the  glorious  flag  of  England,  a  flag  of  liberty  which  is  respected  throughout  the 
world,  and  in  the  shadow  of  which  we  have  the  good  fortune  to  live  !  I  have  lived 
in  countries  governed  by  other  nations,  and  I  know  the  difference  between  living  under 
the  British  &g  and  living  under  foreign  flags.  I  have  lived  for  several  years  in  French 
countries,  and  I  have  always  listened  with  astonishment  to  the  fluency  with  which 
Maltese,  Greeks,  Turks,  and  peoples  of  other  nationalities  speak  the  French  language. 
A  very  short  time  after  the  French  had  settled  in  the  Regency  of  Tunis,  the  French 
language  became  the  language  of  that  land  ;  and  mind  you,  the  change  came  about,  not 
through  any  coercive  means  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  but  by  the  free  choice  of  the 
people,  who  clearly  saw  their  interest  in  learning  the  language  of  the  power  that  was 
holding  sway  over  them.  The  Maltese,  among  all  other  nations,  have  the  great  privilege 
of  an  astonishing  facility  in  learning  a  foreign  language  and  in  pronouncing  it  thoroughly. 
We  must,  then,  avail  ourselves  of  this  natural  gift,  in  order  to  master  as  many  languages 
as  we  possibly  can,  and  that  both  for  the  honour  of  the  country  to  which  we  belong  and 
for  our  own  interest  and  convenience.  We  inhabit  a  very  small  island  and  we  ought  to 
l^arn  those  languages  which  we  are  likely  to  require  if  we  are  obliged  to  emigrate  to 
foreign  lands  ;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  learn  the  language  of  the  glorious  English  nation  which 
is  ruling  over  us,  taking  care  at  the  same  time  not  to  relinquish  the  Italian  language.  I 
can  tell  you  that  I  have  noticed  fi*om  personal  observation  that  when  a  Maltese  abandons 
his  own  language  he,  eventually,  loses  also  the  customs,  manners,  and  religion  of  our 
Island,  and  sometimes  he  even  goes  so  far  as  to  forget  that  he  is  a  Maltese  !  No  one  of 
us  should  be  ashamed  to  own  his  nationality;  we  are  a  handful  of  men,  but  we  have 
always  done  honour  to  our  island  and  to  ourselves  I  I  again  recommend  you  to  listen 
to  these  gentlemen,  with  calm  and  care.  I  am  sure  that  you  have  not  the  least  suspicion 
that  I  am  actuated  by  any  interested  motives  in  advising  you  on  this  or  any  other 
questions  ;  you  all  know  me  very  well,  and  you  know  as  well  that  whilst  living  in  a 
foreign  country  I  threw  up  a  situation  which  brought  me  2,000  scudi  a  year,  simply 
because  I  had  to  choose  between  it  and  my  nationality  ;  I  preferred  to  go  without  it,  and 
be  still  able  to  call  myself  a  British  subject,  rather  than  retain  the  situation  as  a  French 
citizen.  I  have  always  exclaimed,  and  I  hope  always  to  be  able  to  exclaim  "  England 
for  ever  1 "  and  "  Long  live  the  King  ! "  (Loud  cheers.)  We  wish  to  see  England 
honoured  and  respected  by  all,  and  to  see,  at  the  same  time,  our  rights  respected  by  her. 
(Cheers.) 

The  Hon.  Semini. — As  your  Axchpriest  has  very  well  said,  we  have  come  here  in 
order  to  speak  to  you  about  two  most  important  questions  :  the  language  question  and 
the  taxation  question.  On  the  first  question  I  will  only  tell  you  very  few  words,  as  the 
question  seems  to  have  been  shelved  for  the  present.  You  all  know  that  we  had 
promised,  before  our  election,  to  vote  always  against  new  taxes,  and  that  we  have 
faithfully  kept  our  promise.  The  Government  brought  forward  a  short  time  ago  a 
scheme  of  taxation  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  raise  taxes  on  petroleum,  wine,  tobacco, 
and  other  necessaries,  mostly  consumed  by  the  lower  classes.  I  need  hardly  tell  you  that 
its  adoption  would  have  pressed  most  heavily  on  the  poorer  classes.  The  Government 
also  intended  to  levy  taxes  on  other  articles,  which  may  fairly  be  considered  as  luxuries, 
such  as  champagne,  &c.  ;  but  under  the  special  political  circumstances  we  did  not 
feel  justified  to  allow  of  the  least  increase  to  our  present  system  of  taxation ;  and  we 
have  thrown  out  the  proposed  law  which,  probably,  the  authorities  in  England  will 
not  try  to  force  on  us,  at  least  for  the  present.  On  the  language  question,  however, 
the  Government  does  not  seem  to  have  given  in.  You  all  know  that  all  the  classes 
of  the  population  have  come  forward  to  help  the  elected  members  in  their  struggle 
with  the  Government,  and  the  Government,  seeing  the  earnest  mood  of  the.p^ople^ 
has  retired  in  its  shell  like  a  snail,  without,  however,  giving  up  the  game.  Now.  yoa 
ought  to  have  perceived  that  the  Government  is  trying  to  make  a  cat's  paw  of  yoOi 
At  first  the  Government  used  to  say  that  the  study  of  the  English  language  was 
being  fostered  for  the  good  of  the  people.     But  no  one  else  is  in  a  better   position 
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to  understand  the  trae  interesta  of  the  people  than  the  Maltese  themselves.  Later  on  the 
Government  said  that  the  study  of  the  English  language  was  wanted  by  the  Maltese 
themselves,  and  this  we  have  found  out  to  be  an  impudent  lie.  Now  the  Grovernment  is 
trying  to  obtam,  through  the  schoolmasters  of  the  elementary  schools,  a  choice  of  the 
second  language  of  education  from  the  fiEithers  of  the  school-boys  favourable  to  the  English 
language  ;  and  in  order  to  get  at  this  object,  it  is  trying  to  make  use  of  your  good  &ith« 
Our  main  object  in  coming  here  has  been  to  forewarn  you  against  this  trick.  If  this  last 
card  the  Government  is  playing  turns  up  a  trump  one,  our  game  is  lost  for  ever  I  When 
the  Government  shall  have  attained  its  object  in  destroying  the  language  of  our  education 
the  English  Government  itself  will  lose  all  consideration  for  us.  Youi  ought  to  understand 
that  whiatever  the  future  may  have  in  store  for  us,  be  it  victory  or  defeat,  will  entirely 
depend  on  the  part  you  intend  to  play  in  this  fierce  struggle  between  the  people  and  the 
Government.  When  the  schoolmasters  will  invite  you  to  make  a  declaration  as  tcy 
language  you  intend  to  choose  for  the  education  of  your  children,  your  answer  must  be- 
the  following  : — "  We  have  our  own  representatives  who  are  working  for  us  in  the  Council 
of  Government !  We  are  not  against  the  teaching  of  the  English  language,  which  is. 
necessary  for  us,  but  we  want  to  retain  also  the  Italian  language.  Bear  in  mind,  always,. 
that  according  to  the  way  of  thinking  of  the  English  people,  the  nation  which  lets  its. 
rights  be  trampled  upon  is  a  cowardly  nation  and  one  unworthy  of  any  consideration. 

The  Hon.  F.  Azzopardi. — As  you  have  already  been  told  by  your  Arch-priest,  the^ 
two  questions  which  are  being  warmly  discussed  in  the  island  are  the  taxation  question 
and  uie  language  question.  Of  the  former  we  may  speak  as  a  thing  of  the  past,  because 
when  the  Government  has  seen  that  the  people  had  made  up  its  mind  to  resist  any  increase 
of  taxation,  it  has  quietly  given  in.  And  this  feet  ought  to  teach  us  to  remain  united  and 
fight  the  battles  of  the  language  question  in  just  the  same  way  as  we  have  fought  against 
the  taxes.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  language  question  is  not  well  within  the  com- 
prehension  of  everybxiy,  but  if  you  would  like  to  gauge  the  importance  of  the  question^ 
you  have  but  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  people  of  Malta,  to  a  man,  are  against  the  policy  of 
t^e  Government,  because  that  policy  tends  to  substitute  the  English  language  to  the 
Italian.  In  every  country  of  the  world,  those  classes  who,  on  account  of  their  defective 
education  are  not  in  a  position  to  understand  the  important  questions  at  issue,  invariably 
follow  the  example  of  those  classes  who  have  studied  the  questions  and  who  are  well 
qualified  to  lead  the  rest  of  the  people.  If  the  clergy  of  Malta,  the  lawyers,  the  doctors  and 
all  the  classes  are  against  the  substitution  of  the  Italian  language,  it  is  the  duty  of  those  who 
do  not  understand  to  follow  in  the  wake.  When  a  man  is  ill  he  follows  the  advice  of 
the  doctor,  when  a  man  goes  into  Court  he  follows  the  advice  of  the  lawyer,  and  when 
a  man  does  not  understand  certain  political  questions  he  should  follow  the  advice  of  those 
of  his  countrymen  who  do  understand  them.  We  Maltese  must  learn  English  for  the 
reason  that  we  are  living  under  the  protection  of  the  English  nation,  and  nobody  can 
deny  that ;  but  the  Government  is  not  satisfied  with  our  learning  English :  it  longs- 
to  see  the  extinction  of  the  Italian  language  in  Malta,  where  it  has  been  constantly  used 
for  the  last  8  or  10  centuries.  You  know  very  well  that  if  the  Pope  writes  to  the- 
Maltese  people,  he  does  it  in  Italian  ;  our  Bishop  writes  to  the  Faithful  in  the  same 
language  ;  tne  judges  and  magistrates  conduct  the  cases  brought  before  them  in  Italian,, 
and  this  has  been  going  on  for  centuries,  because  the  Italian  is  the  language  best  adapted 
for  the  expression  of  the  thoughts  of  a  Maltese.  There  is  another  reason  for  our 
retaining  the  Italian  language  as  the  language  of  our  education  :  we  are  surrounded  on 
all  sides  by  countries  which  speak  Italian  or  some  other  language  akin  to  it,  and 
therefore  Italian  is  indispensable  to  us  for  purposes  of  commerce.  The  Maltese  language 
is  known  by  nobody  outside  these  Islands,  whilst  the  Italian  is  spoken  half  the 
world  over.  Now,  what  motive  can  possibly  actuate  the  Government  in  its  wish 
to  bring  about  the  destruction  of  the  Italian  language  in  Malta  ?  The  Government 
says  that  it  wishes  to  rid  the  people  of  that  language  for  the  people's  own  good. 
But  no  very  great  sharpness  of  intellect  is  required  to  see  that  a  man  who  knows  two 
languages  is  worth  more  than  another  who  knows  only  one.  This  nefitrious  work  of 
the  Government  has  been  going  on  for  20  years,  and  during  the  whole  of  that  time  the 
Government  has  always  found  the  people  in  its  way.  Quite  lately  the  Government  has 
hit  upon  a  new  idea  :  that  of  solving  the  question  by  the  selections  made  by  the  children 
of  the  Government  elementary  schools.  If  the  Government  were  acting  in  good  fiaith  it 
would  have  readily  adopted  the  opinion  of  the  clergy,  the  learned  professions,  and  the 
other  classes  of  the  people  who  have  deeply  studied  and  understood  the  question,  and 
would  not  have  had  recourse  to  the  opinion  of  children.  A  few  years  ago,  your  sons,  in  the 
elementary  schools,  used  to  learn  two  languages,   English  and  Italian  ;   recently  the 
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Government  has  introduced  the  teaching  of  Maltese,  and  triecf  to  abolish  Italian,  as  if  we 
required  to  go  to  school  in  order  to  learn  our  own  dialect.  I  know  Maltese  very  well,  and 
I  can  assure  you  that  I  never  gave  so  much  as  a  minute's  time  to  the  study  of  it, 
I  can  read  it  because  T  can  read  Italian.  I  hope  I  have  shown  you  clearly  that  the 
Government  is  causing  your  sons  to  waste  two  or  three  years  in  the  study  of  a 
language  which  is  good  for  nothing.  And  do  you  know  why  ?  %  Because 
the  Grovernment  wants  your  sons  to  grow  up  in  ignorance,  as  otherwise  it  will  not  be 
able  to  have  its  own  way  in  all  questions.  The  present  state  of  things,  if  allowed  to  go  on, 
will  prevent  your  sons  from  going  in  for  the  learned  professions,  and  even  getting  into  the 
Lyceum.  This  argument  clearly  shows  you  that  the  Government  is  playing  a  trick  on 
you  when  it  says  that  its  own  acts  are  meant  for  the  good  of  the  people.  Whatever 
step  the  Government  has  taken,  up  to  now,  has  always  resulted  to  the  detriment  of  the 
people.  You  may  perhaps  be  tempted  to  ask :  "  Can't  the  schoolmasters  give 
us  their  opinion  of  that  question  ?  "  The  school-masters  may  perhaps  be  able  to  give 
you  an  opinion  on-  the  subject,  but  you  may  be  sure  you  will  not  get  an  honest 
advice  from  them.  They  will  advise  you  to  choose  English  because  they  are  Grovernment 
employes,  that  is  to  say,  they  are  sold  to  the  Government.  They  are  paid  by  the 
Government  in  order  to  teach  and  say  what  the  Government  wishes  them  to.  Now, 
are  you  to  believe  the  Arch-priest,  the  Members  of  the  Council,  and  many  other 
gentlemen  who  are  not  in  the  pay  of  the  Government,  or  the  schoolmaster  who 
is  paid  to  serve  the  Government  ?  (A  voice  :  "  We  believe  what  you  say").  If  you 
believe  us  you  must  also  follow  our  advice.  I  shall  not  suffer  in  the  least  if 
your  sons  are  brought  up  in  ignorance.  The  sons  of  lawyers,  doctors  and  other 
well-to-do  people  will  abandon  the  Government  schools  and  go  to  private  colleges  where 
Italian  is  taught  as  well  as  English,  it  is  only  your  sons  who  will  go  to  the  wall 
in  that  case — ^the  sons  of  poor  parents  who  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  their  sons' 
instruction  in  a  private  college.  This  argument  alone  should  be  sufficient  to 
show  you  the  in&my  of  the  Government  I  I  must  ask  you  now  if  you  are  satisfied 
with  the  present  state  of  things.    (Voices  :  "  No  1  no  !  ").     It  is  your  duty  then  to  make 

.  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that  you  object  to  the  teaching  of  Maltese,  and  that  you  want 
your  children  to  be  taught  English  and  Italian  at  the  same  time.  This  declaration  you 
will  be  able  to  make  oefore  Mr.  Chetcuti,  the  Notary  of  your  Casal,  who  has  kindly 
offered  to  do  this  work  of  receiving  declarations  gratuitously.  You  should  not  be  afraid 
if  the  schoolmasters  say  that  if  you  do  not  choose  English  they  will  send  your  children 
home.  Let  them  try  it,  and  then  we  shall  see  what  the  consequence  ^dll  be.  Bear 
Always  in  mind  that  Malta  belongs  to  the  people  of  Malta  only,  and  to  nobody  else,  and 
1;hat  no  one  has  a  right  to  meddle  with  the  education  of  our  children.  If  you  will  raise 
Tour  voices  and  say  :  "  We  want  this  "  or  "  We  want  that "  the  Government  will  give  in. 
If  the  Government  will  close  the  schools,  we  shall  open  them  again.  I  hope  that  you 
rhave  all  understood  the  question,  and  that  you  will  show  the  Government  that  you  are 

■'  decided  to  have  your  own  way  in  the  matter. 

Dr.  Sceberras. — I  have  only  a  few  words  to  tell  you.  The  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  before  me  have  placed  the  question  in  a  very  clear  light.  It  may  be  considered  as 
M,  certainty  that  if  the  Government  will  succeed  in  substituting  the  English  language  to 
the  Italian,  the  fate  of  the  Island  will  be  sealed  ;  we  shall  be  the  servants,  and  not  the 
.masters  in  our  own  house.  No  Maltese  will  be  able  to  compete  with  an  Englishman  at 
«n  examination  without  the  certainty  of  fidlure.     Victory  depends  on  our  will  and  our 

•  ^energy.  Our  sons  belong  to  us,  and  no  one  else  should  be  allowed  to  have  a  voice  in 
their  education.  Such  is  the  importance  of  the  language  question,  that  if  we  lose  the 
game  we  are  doomed  to  lose  everything,  because  the  Government  will  then  notice  our 
Jack  of  energy  and  union,  and  the  consequent  lack  of  strength,  and  will  then  force  on  us 
all  sorts  of  vexatious  measures.  The  Government  is  furthering  its  own  objects  by 
making  use  of  your  ignorance.  We  cannot  fight  this  fight  alone  without  yotir  help ; 
and  if  your  help  will  not  be  forthcoming,  we  shall  abandon  you  to  your  fiite.  Your 
jr^iligious  duties  are  not  all  fulfilled  only  by  your  going  to  church.  Foremost  amongst 
your  religious  duties  is  the  defence  of  your  country's  rights  ;  and  he  who  stands  up  f  jr 

vthose  rights  need  be  afiraid  of  nobody.     What  is  the  Government  ?     We  are  the  Govem- 

>ment.  The  Government  is  made  for  the  people,  and  not  the  people  for  the  Government. 
•I  think  I  have  said  enough.     Nothing  is  now  wanting  but  your  aid,  without  which  we 

^.cannot  move.  If  you  refuse  to  give  it,  you  will  fully  deserve  to  be  called  a  cowardly  and 
^iishonest  lot.  The  rights  of  our  own  country  are  not  our  property,  we  cannot  dispose  of 
them.  They  will  one  day  belong  to  our  sons,  and  we  have  no  right  to  hand  them  down 
«o  them  dimished  or  impaired. 
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The  Hon.  P.  Sammut. — This  is  the  second  time  that  I  have  come  over  to  address 
you.  Some  years  ago  I  had  occasion  to  see  you  on  important  questions.  T  hope  to 
receive  from  you  this  time  the  aid  I  was  afforded  on  the  occasion  I  have  just  spoken  of. 
Two  important  questions  are  now  agitating  the  country  ;  the  language  question,  and  the 
taxation  question.  The  Government  is  more  cunning  than  the  serpent  ;  and  it  is  now 
trying  to  make  use  of  your  good  faith  for  the  furtherance  of  its  own  ends.  We  are  the 
masters  in  our  own  house,  and  we  know  better  than  anybody  else  if  any  taxes  are 
required.  The  taxes  will  bring  in  more  money,  but  the  Government  will  always  find  the 
means  of  squandering  it,  and  tnen  ask  for  more.  If  you  show  us  that  you  have  faith  in 
us,  you  will  find  us  always  your  staunchest  supporters ;  otherwise  the  Government  will 
set  at  naught  our  decisions  by  sa3dng,  as  it  has  always  done,  that  we  are  the  represen- 
tatives only  of  our  own  selves.     I  have  nothing  more  to  say.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  J.  Bencini. — I  have  been  a  Member  of  the  Council  for  nearly  eight  years,  and 
during  that  whole  period  I  have  been  a  strenuous  opposer  of  further  taxation,  and  of  the 
substitution  of  the  Italian  language  by  the  English  language.  As  regards  the  former 
question  you  have  already  been  told  that  through  the  honesty  and  ability  of  your 
representatives  in  the  Council  of  Government,  the  aims  of  the  Government  have 
been  apparently  frustrated ;  but,  as  regards  the  latter  question,  I  am  sorry  we 
cannot  say  as  much.  The  Government  consists  of  nothing  but  half  a  dozen  employes 
who  cannot  offer  a  persistent  opposition  to  the  reasonable  demands  of  the  people.  If 
the  Government  will  come  out  victorious  this  time,  through  want  of  energy  and  per- 
severance on  our  part,  it  will  most  assuredly  avail  itself  of  our  political  weakness  in  order 
to  replace  on  the  "  tapis  "  the  Finance  Ordinance.  Do  not  lend  an  ear  to  those  who  say 
that  the  wish  of  the  Government  is  to  teach  the  English  language  to  your  children  :  that 
is  a  dishonest  wish  because  it  can  never  be  carried  out,  seeing  the  system  followed  by  the 
Government  in  the  elementary  schools,  where  the  children  are  made  to  waste  as  many  as 
three,  four,  and  sometimes  five  years  in  the  study  of  their  dialect.  It  is  absolutely 
impossible  for  the  Government  to  teach  the  English  language  to  your  children  during  the 
remaining  period  you  can  afford  to  send  your  children  to  school.  This  is  only  a  fine 
promise  on  ^he  part  of  the  Government  intended  to  induce  you  to  give  your  support  to  its 
educational  policy,  a  policy  condemned  as  ruinous  and  dishonest  by  the  whole  population. 
What  we  want  is  to  see  a  reversion  to  the  whole  system  of  education  under  which  our 
children  were  taught  a  little  English,  a  little  Italian,  and  enough  arithmetic  to  enable 
them  to  keep  their  own  accounts,  and  draw  up  a  receipt.  Maltese  never  figured  ia 
that  system,  l^ecause  that  was  a  rational  system,  based  on  the  wants  of  the  people. 
The  Government  says  that  from  85  to  90  per  cent,  of  you,  parents  and  guardians 
of  the  children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools,  are  in  favour  of  the  substitu- 
tion of  the  English  language  for  the  Italian.  You  must  all  bear  in  mind  that, 
as  Mr.  Azzopardi  has  very  well  said,  it  is  within  your  right  to  go  to  the  school- 
master and  tell  him  that  you  strongly  object  to  the  teaching  of  Maltese,  and  that  you  want 
both  English  and  Italian  to  be  taught  to  your  children  I  You  must  also  bear  in  mind 
that  Italian  is  a  much  easier  language  to  learn  than  English  ;  if  you  can  learn  the  former 
in  one  year  you  cannot  expect  to  master  the  latter  in  five  ;  and  this,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  Italian  is  a  i language  more  femiliar  to  the  Maltese.  The  Hon.  Azzopardi  has  also 
told  you  (and  I  fully  concur  with  him)  that  the  Government  schools  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  elected  members,  because  those  schools  are  run  with  the  money  voted  by  the  elected 
members,  and  paid  by  the  whole  population  in  the  shape  of  taxes.  If  the  language 
question  were  not  a  most  important  one,  you  would  not  have  seen  the  whole  population  of 
Malta  united  as  a  man,  in  opposing  the  Government,  which  may  be  said  to  have  no 
following  at  all.  The  schools  cannot  remain  shut  up  for  ever  !  Be  patient  a  little  longer, 
and  be  careful  not  to  give  the  Government  a  pretext  to  say  that  you  are  with  him  in  this 
matter.  The  Grovernment  is  already  saying  that.  (A  woman :  "  Signiur  I  Signiur  I 
Signiur  1  we  want  the  two  languages  to  be  taught." — Laughter).  When  the  two  languages 
are  taught,  people  can  choose  the  one  most  useful  to  them.  Here,  in  the  country,  Italian 
is  much  more  useful  than  English,  which  is  necessary  only  to  those  who  deal  with 
Englishmen,  in  barracks,  at  the  Marina,  or  elsewhere.  Now  I  have  done  ;  but  before 
sittinff  down  I  must  recommend  you  to  make  the  declaration  before  the  Notary,  we  have 
already  spoken  to  you  about.  Let  us  always  be  united  for  the  service  and  glory  of  our 
country. 

The  Hon.  Azzopardi. — I  should  like  to  add  a  few  remarks.  Mr.  Bencini  has  just 
told  you  that  the  Italian  language  is  easier  to  learn  than  the  English  ;  and  the  reason  of 
it  is  that  more  than  one  hali  of  the  words  we  use  in  Maltese  are  words  of  Italian  origin. 
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In  order  to  describe  the  place  where  we  now  are,  we  call  it  in  Maltese  "  Piazza,"  and 
"  Piazza "  is  an  Italian  word  :  if  we  enter  the  church  we  see  what  we  call  in  Maltese, 
"  Altar  "  and  "  Altare  "  is  an  Italian  word  ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  word  "  Gandlieri  "^ 
which  is  derived  frDm  the  Italian  "  Candelieri,"  and  of  thousands  and  thousands  of  other,- 
Italian  words  which  have  found  their  way  into  Maltese.     This  you  will  admit  is  a  verv^ 
cogent  argument.     The  Govei^nment  says  that,  in  following  its  present  policy  in  this, 
matter  it  is  furthering  the  true  interests  of  the  people.     We  should  like  to  know  what, 
the  Government  intends  to  make  of  us  :  the  servants,  perhaps,  of  its  own  soldiers,  or 
something  worse  ?     But  the  absurdity  and  dishonesty  of  the  statement  is  more  apparent 
when   we  consider  that  not  only  our  boys  are  forced  to  learn  English,  but  even  our 
girls   have  to   do   so.      Does   the   Government    intend    to    make    barmaids    of   them^ 
for  serving  its  own  soldiers,  or   something    else  ?     It   is   clear   that    the    Government, 
in  following   this    policy   has    other    aims    in    view,    quite    distinct   from    any    con- 
sideration   of    our    welfare.     The    Government    has    already    began    to    meddle    the 
language   question   -mth   matters   of  religion.     In   fact,  a  new  Catechism  of  Christian 
Doctrine  in  English  and  Maltese  has  recently  been  issued  by  the  Government.     Hitherto 
the  catechism  in  use  has  been  one  bearing  the  escutcheon  of  the  bishop  ;  henceforward 
it  will  bear  the  arms  of  the  Government  instead.     Your  children  are  also  being  taught  to 
pray  God  in  the  English  language,  although  to  God  it  is  a  matter  of  indiflference  whether 
Maltese,  Greek,  or  Turkish  is  used  by  the  faithful  in  their  prayers.     With  this  important 
question  of  the  language  many  other  questions  are  closely  bound  up.     If  we  show  weak- 
ness in  dealing  with  it,  the  Government  will  soon  see  the  feasibility  of  increasing  our* 
taxes  and  introducing  other  vexatious  measures.     The  English  Government  has  no  right- 
to  interfere  with  our  internal  affairs  ;  its  concerns  in  Malta  should  not  go  beyond  guns- 
and  battleships.     We  can  look  after  our  own  interests  without  any  adventitious  aid.     I- 
must  warn  you  to  be  always  on  the  alert  in  regard  to  the  language  question,  because  the* 
Government  is  using  both  fair  and  foul  means  in  order  to  get  at  its  object.    You  must  be 
ready  to  fight  it  out  to  the  bitter  end  1     The  fiact  about  the  catechism  shows  clearly  that 
the  question  of  our  language  has  very  much  to  do  with  the  question  of  our  religion  ;  and 
it  is  not  for  nothing  that  the  whole  clergy  has  risen  in  defence  of  the  Italian  language. 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say.     Do  not  forget  to  make  the  declaration  before  the  notary. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  45. 


Speeches  delivered  at  a  Meeting  held  at  the  Casal  Zurrico  on  Sunday, 

THE  30th  June,  1901. 

Mr.  Cachia  Zammit  said  : — My  brethren — or  rather — my  fiiends,  I  am  sure  that 
the  very  respectable  members  of  the  clergy  who  honour  us  with  their  presence  here 
to-day  have  already  explained  to  you  the  questions  which  are,  at  this  moment,  agitating 
the  country,  and  I  am  certain  that  my  friends  who  will  follow  me  will  likewise  explain 
to  you  the  reasons  which  have  brought  us  here  to-day.  Yes  I  It  is  the  deceit,  the 
cunning,  and  the  falsehoods  of  the  Government  that  have  brought  us  here  to-day  ;  such 
are  the  arms  which  the  Government  has  to  take  up  to  combat  the  rights  of  the  people  of 
Malta ;  we  are  not,  however,  so  cowardly  or  so  miserable  as  to  give  in  so  long  as  justic^e 
is  on  our  side.  Do  you  want  any  new  taxes  ?  (No,  no.)  Do  you  want  a  tax  to  be 
levied  on  your  sugar,  on  your  petroleum,  on  your  tobacco  ?  (No.)  Are  you  not  of 
opinion  that  with  a  little  economy  all  the  necessary  public  works  can  be  carried  out  by 
the  Government  without  further  taxation  ?  (Yes.)  Have  not  so  many  great  public 
edifices  been  built  in  the  past  without  new  taxes  ?  Then  let  the  Government  exercise 
the  strictest  possible  economy  in  all  the  public  departments,  and  if  this  is  done,  such 
works  as  are  necessary  will  be  carried  out  without  throwing  fresh  burdens  on  the  working 
man  and  on  the  poor.  (Applause.)  Now,  what  about  the  language  question  ?  Do  you  want 
the  Italian  language  to  be  banished  and  the  English  language  to  take  its  place  ?  Do 
you  want  your  cliildren  to  be  taught  Maltese  for  three  years  ?  Do  you  want  a  language 
which  has  existed  in  Malta  for  700  years  to  be  destroyed  ?  (No.)  It  rests  with  you  to 
declare  that  the  Italian  language  should  be  the  Imsis  of  instruction  in  the  Govern- 
ment Schools.  You  know  that  Malta  belongs  to  the  Maltese,  that  the  money  in 
the  public  chest  is  furnished  by  the  Maltese,  and  that,  therefore,  it  lies  with  yoir 
to  choose  and  say  which  language  will  best  meet  your  needs.  Tell  me,  you  who 
have  lands  to  cultivate,  if 'a-stranger  were  to  walk  into  your  field  and  to  tell  you  -  "  Looif 
here,  you  do  not  know  how  to  till  the  land  ;  I  want  you  to  sow  the  seed  in  this  way,  and 
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to  reap  the  crop  in  that  1 "  What  would  you  dc  ?  Surely  you  would  lose  your  temper 
and  tell  him,  "  Get  out  of  this  I  this  is  my  field  ;  I  am  master  here.  G^t  away  1 " 
Now  this  is  just  what  the  Government  is  doing.  The  Government  wants  to  destroy  the 
Italian  crop  and  to  sow  English  seeds.  Are  you  going  to  stand  this  ?  (No.)  Will  you 
have  any  more  of  this  despotism  ?  (No.)  Is  it  your  will  or  the  will  of  the  Government 
that  is  to  prevail  ?  (Ours.)  And  yet  the  Government  dares  to  say  that  the  Members 
of  the  Council  do  not  represent  the  aspirations  of  the  people  !  If  we  were  not  satisfied 
that  we  represented  the  true  feelings  and  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  Malta  we  would, 
immediately  resign  and  give  up  our  seats.  But  so  long  as  we  hold  your  confidence  we 
shall  remain  united  as  one  man,  and  so  long  as  we  are  united,  the  will  of  the  people, 
which  is  based  on  right,  must  and  will  triumph  in  the  end.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  AzzoPARDi  said  : — After  the  beautiful  speech  you  have  just  heard,  you  will  peimit 
me  to  say  a  word  on  the  taxation  question  and  on  the  language  question.  Two  years 
ago  the  Government  imposed,  against  the  will  of  the  people,  about  £40,000  a  year  ol 
taxes  ;  and  having  seen  that  the  people  of  Malta  sat  still  and  quiet,*  and  bore  the  burden 
without  a  murmur,  the  Government  again  tried  to  impose  a  few  more  thousands  a  year. 
This  time,  however,  the  representatives  of  the  people  called  upon  the  Maltese  to  make 
their  voice  heard  and  to  protest,  and  for  this  purpose  a  large  public  meeting  was  held 
near  Porte  des  Bombes,  on  the  5th  of  May,  which  was  attended  by  about  30,000  Maltese 
andGozitans,  and  amongst  them  there  were  the  Canons  of  the  Cathedrals  of  Malta  and  Gozo, 
the  Archpriests,  and  Parish  Priests  of  Malta  and  Gozo,  the  Nobles,  the  professional 
classes,  doctors,  lawyers,  notaries,  legal  procurators,  chemists,  surveyors,  there  were  the 
working  men  represented  by  the  viflage  bands  and  Casing  and  there  were  also  students 
of  the  University  and  of  the  Lyceum.  The  object  of  this  great  public  gathering  was  to 
express  an  opinion  on  two  important  questions — taxes  and  language.  With  regard  to 
the  taxes,  the  Government  has  surrendered ;  but  the  Government  does  not  seem 
inclined  to  give  in  on  the  language  question,  about  which  the  Government  appears  to 
be  keener  than  about  the  taxes.  Now,  as  you  are  aware,  the  Italian  language  has 
existed  in  Malta  for  900  years  and  more  ;  our  forefathers  have  always  made  use 
of  it,  the  ecclesiastic  authorities  have  always  adopted  it,  and  no  one  has  ever  heard 
of  any  complaint  in  consequence.  When  our  forefathers  had  occasion  to  communicate 
with  Kings  and  Princes,  they  always  wrote  in  Italian  and  they  have  always 
been  understood,  and  even  when  our  forefathers^  asked  the  King  of  England  to  take 
Malta  under  British  protection,  they  wrote  to  His  Majesty  in  the  Italian  language, 
and  on  that  occasion  the  King  of  England  understood  them  very  well.  (A  laugh.) 
Now  the  Government  is  bent  on  banishing  Italian  from  Malta,  and  on  introducing 
English  in  its  stead  ;  this  is  an  idea  which  the  Government  has  been  cherishing  for  the 
laat  twenty  years,  but  has  on  each  and  every  occasion  been  met  with  the  utmost 
resistance  from  the  educated  classes.  Having  made  a  fiasco  with  the  educated  classes,  the 
Government  has  now  turned  its  attention  to  the  working  people,  and  has  begun  by 
introducing  radical  reforms  in  the  system  of  instruction  in  the  elementary  schools,  and  by 
making  it  impossible  for  the  children  of  the  poor  to  learn  Italian.  This  the  Government 
does  by  compelling  the  children  to  learn  Maltese.  Maltese  is  learnt  from  our  fathers  and 
mothers  at  home,  and  need  not  be  studied  at  school.  The  Government,  however,  wants 
your  children  to  waste  three  years  in  learning  the  Maltese  language,  which  is  quite 
useless  to  them  in  after  life— for  there  are  no  books  printed  in  Maltese,  except,  perhaps,  a 
prayer-book  and  a  book  of  songs — and  the  Government  is  adopting  these  tactics  in  order 
to  prevent  you  learning  anj^thing  at  all,  and  to  leave  you  in  utter  ignorance.  And  the 
reason  is  this.  So  long  as  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Malta  remain  steeped 
in  ignorance,  they  will  take  no  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  will  let  the 
Government  do  just  as  it  pleases.  Then,  for  three  or  four  years,  yoi^r  children  are 
to  be  made  to  learn  Maltese,  and,  after  wasting  these  years,  the  Government  will  pretend 
to  teach  them  a  little  English  1  And  all  this  is  done  with  one  and  the  same  intention, 
that  of  preventing  them  learning  a  single  word  of  Italian.  Now,  what  is  the 
consequence  ?  The  consequence  is  tnat  your  children  will  be  prevented  from  entering 
the  Lyceum.  A  boy  enters  the  elementary  schools,  say  at  seven  years  of  age,  he  is  made 
to  learn  Maltese  for  three  years,  so  that  by  the  time  he  reaches  the  age  of  ten,  he  will 
still  be  in  the  elementary  schools,  and  will  have  learnt  nothing  at  all.  Now  to  enter  the 
Lyceum  he  must  not  be  over  the  age  of  13,  and  therefore,  in  three  years,  he  will  have  to 
learn  of  English  and  Italian  to  pass  the  examination  required  to  enter  the  Lyceum. 
This  is  quite  impossible,  and  therefore  your  children  will  be  prevented  from  entering  the 
Lyceum,  and  later  on,  the  University,  where  they  can  become  doctors  or  lawyers,  or 
embrace  any  of  the  other  professions.     You  have  enough  intelligence  to  perceive  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


174 

what  the  Government  is  doing  cannot  be  for  the  good  of  your  children.  Do  you  think 
that  it  is  for  their  good  that  they  should  ffo  into  the  elementary  schools  for  three  years- 
and  to  come  out  kno^nng  nothmg  ?— (No).  The  masters  and  the  mistresses  are  now 
calling  the  parents  of  the  children  attending  the  elementary  schools  to  ask  them  to  choose 
the  language  in  which,  after  three  years,  they  wish  their  children  to  be  taught.  Now,  a& 
a  rule,  tne  fethers  let  the  mothers  go  and  the  mothers  generally  leave  it  to  the  masters  and 
schoolmistresses  to  decide.  Remember  that  the  masters  and  the  mistresses  are  all  Government' 
employees  who  have  to  do  what  they  are  bid  at  the  risk,  in  case  of  default,  of  losing  their 
berths.  On  the  other  hand,  we,  the  Members  of  the  Council,  hold  no  Government  post, 
get  no  salary,  and  come  here  and  take  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  for  which  we  are  not 
paid,  in  order  to  explain  these  things  to  you,  simply  and  solely  because  we  love  our 
country  and  have  the  good  of  the  people  at  heart.  Now,  I  ask  you,  whom  are  you  going 
to  believe,  the  masters  and  mistresses  who  are  sold  to  the  Government,  or  the  members  of 
the  Council  who  have  no  connexion  with  the  Government  ? — (You.)  Well  then,  if  you 
believe  us,  you  must  do  what  we  tell  you.  When  the  usual  question  is  put  to  you  by  the 
master  or  the  schoolmistress,  be  careful  to  say  that  you  wish  your  children  to  be  taught 
the  two  languages  simultaneously — namely,  English  and  Italian — and  that  you  do  not 
wish  your  children  to  be  made  to  waste  three  years  in  trying  to  learn  Maltese  which  they 
will  never  require.  All  of  us  here  have  been  to  school  and  we  have  all  attained  a  position 
in  life  and  are  earning  a  living ;  but  there  is  not  one  of  us  who  has  spent  a  single  quarter 
of  an  hour  in  learning  Maltese,  and  the  reason  is  that  in  learning  Italian  we  actually  learn 
Maltese  at  one  and  the  same  time,  because  the  alphabet  is  the  same,  and  most  of  the  words- 
are  the  same,  in  the  two  languages.  Italian  is  absolutely  necessary  for  us  in  Malta 
because  we  are  surrounded  by  countries  inhabited  by  people  who  speak  Italian,  or 
languages  which  have  a  great  affinity  with  Italian,  such  as  French  and  Spanish,  and  if  we 
are  to  have  no  knowledge  whatsoever  of  Italian,  how  are  we  to  carry  on  the  trade  which, 
according  to  Government  statistics,  amounts  to  thousands  and  thousands  of  pounds  a 
year.  Whilst,  with  the  sole  knowledge  of  English,  we  could  only  trade  witJi 
countries  that  are  very,  very  far  off,  and  with  which  we  have  but  few  commercial 
transactions.  In  conclusion  then,  I  will  put  these  questions  to  you :  Are  you 
of  opinion  that  the  learning  of  Maltese  is  a  useless  waste  of  time  r^Yes — and  that, 
therefore,  the  present  system  of  instruction  should  be  changed  ? — Yes.  Are  you  of 
opinion  that  English  and  Italian  should  be  taught  simultaneously  ? — Yes.  Remember^ 
that  we  do  not  deny  that  English  is,  under  present  circumstances,  useful,  but  it  will  only 
be  useful  so  long  as  the  English  remain  here.  But  England  is  not  eternal  1  Malta  ha& 
always  belonged  to  the  most  powerful  country,  and  so  long  as  England  remains  as  strong- 
as  she  is  she  may  hold  Malta  ;  but  if  England  were  defeated,  and  her  power  were  ta 
decline,  she  would  have  to  abandon  Malta,  and  another  country  would  then  take  her 
place  ;  and  in  that  case,  if  it  suits  us,  we  will  learn  the  language  of  the  new  dominating 
power.  Unfortunately  we  have  not  yet  succeeded,  as  in  other  villages,  in  obtaining  the 
services  of  a  notary  to  take  your  declarations  as  to  your  selection  of  the  language  to  be 
taught  to  your  children  in  the  elementary  schools,  but  we  hope  that  we  will  find  a  suitable 
Notary  before  long.  If  any  of  you  have  already  made  your  choice,  go  back  to  the 
schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress  and  say  that  you  have  changed  your  mind,  and  that  you 
want  your  children  to  be  taught  both  English  and  Italian.     (Applause.) 

The  Rev.  E.  Mifsud,  the  Archpriest  of  Zurrico,  on  coming  forward  to  speak  wa& 
received  with  loud  and  prolonged  applause.  He  said  : — On  the  language  question  enough 
has  been  said.  Although  there  appear  to  be  two  distinct  questions— Language  and  Taxes. 
—  the  question,  in  reality,  is  one.  Language  and  taxation  are  two  means  to  an  end^ 
namely,  that  in  Malta  there  shall  be  no  Maltese.  The  taxes  are  an  indirect  means,  so  aa 
to  induce  the  people  to  migrate  to  Tunis  and  Barbary  to  earn  their  living  ;  the  language 
question  is  another  indirect  means  of  sending  the  Maltese  away  from  Malta,  because  if 
they  remain  here  they  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  any  employment.  Now,  supposing  there 
be  a  foreman  of  works  who  is  a  native  of  Zurrico,  and  supposing  that  he  wishes  to  employ 
one  labourer  out  of  three,  and  these  three  happen  to  be  a  native  of  Zurrico,  a  native  of 
Crendi,  and  a  native  of  Safi,  whom  of  the  three  will  the  foreman  select  if  he  be  a  true 
native  of  Zurrico  ?  (Laughter  and  applause.)  And  when,  in  Malta,  everybody  will  know 
English  and  English  only — when  Englishmen  and  Maltese  will  all  speak  English,  whom 
will  the  English  Government  employ.  Englishmen  or  Maltese  ?  (Cries  of  Englishmen.) 
Yes,  Englishmen,  to  be  sure.  And  the  English  Government  will  be  bound  to  do  so, 
because  Englishmen  ore  to  love  their  own  country  first,  and  to  give  the  preference  to  their 
own  countrymen.  Now,  do  not  think  that  I  am  saying  this  because  1  am  in  any  way 
averse  to  English  rule  ;  we  are  quite  satisfied  with  it,  so  much  so  that  we  are  continually 
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praying  for  our  Sovereign,  King  Edward.  (Loud  applause.)  But  if,  on  the  one  hand, 
without  any  compulsion  and  of  our  own  free  will  we  pray  for  our  King,  we  may  very 
reasonably  indulge  in  the  hope  that  the  King  will  vouchsafe  our  prayers.  (Applause.) 
We  are  here  to  pray  for  the  King,  to  defend  the  King,  and,  if  necessary,  to  spill  our  blood 
for  the  King  (applause),  and  we  may,  therefore,  without  being  unreasonable,  expect  His 
Majesty  to  say,  "  You  Maltese  are  a  most  loyal  and  devoted  population,  and  I  want  to 
accedeto  your  wishes."  (Applause.)  "  I  have  no  interest  in  compelling  you  to  learn  English, 
and  in  compelling  you  to  abandon  Italian,  because  from  England  only  a  few  thousand 
Englishman  could,  at  most,  be  sent  out  to  Malta  to  earn  a  living,  whilst  in  England  there 
are  thousands  and  thousands  for  whom  bread  must  be  found,  and  in  Malta  there  is  no 
room  for  thousands  and  thousands  of  English  unemployed."  (Applause.)  We  have  no 
intention  to  mix  up  religion  with  politics  ;  but  it  is  the  Civil  Government  that  is 
endeavouring  to  do  so  ;  of  this,  however,  the  Grovernment  may  be  sure  that  the  whole 
clergy  of  Malta  have  their  eyes  wide  open — (loud  applause) — and  are  prepared  to  step  in 
and  have  their  say  as  soon  as  our  religion  is  in  any  way  threatened.  Before  concluding, 
I  wish  to  tell  you  a  story  which  reminds  me  of  a  similar  one,  of  which  we  read  in 
scripture.  Once,  the  enemies  of  Our  Lord  tried  to  compromise  him,  and  showed  him  a 
coin,  asking  whether  the  coin  was  a  good  one.  Our  Lord,  who  knew  perfectly  well  what 
their  intention  was,  said  :  "  What  cohi  is  it  ?  Whose  image  does  it  bear  ? "  "  It  is 
€aB8ar's,"  they  replied.  "  Then  it  is  a  good  coin  to  give  to  Caesar,"  was  Our  Lord's 
reply.  Now,  a  few  days  ago,  a  little  boy  came  to  me  with  a  book  and  said  :  "  Archpriest, 
is  this  catechism  a  good  one  ?  "  I  told  him,  "  look  at  it,  whose  arms  does  it  bear  ?  " 
The  boy  replied  :  "  The  Queen's  Arms."  "  Then,"  I  said,  "  it  is  all  right,  it  is  the 
Queen's  catechism  "  (applause  and  laughter).  The  boy  told  me  that  a  large  bundle  of 
these  books  were  brought  down  from  town,  which  were  selling  at  Id.,  and  that  the 
children  were  being  told  :  "  This  catechism  is  good,  it  bears  the  '  Nihil  Obstat '  of  two 
dignitaries,  and  has  been  printed  in  the  Government  press  ;  then,  it  is  so  cheap, 
it  only  costs  U.,  wliilst  the  other  costs  2rf."  But  don't  you  believe  it ;  it  is  not 
so  cheap.  Who  is  paying  the  salaries  of  the  Government  printers  ?  Who  pays 
for  the  paper,  for  the  ink,  for  the  type  used  in  the  Government  press  ? 
(Applause.)  Who  pays  for  all  this  but  the  people  of  Malta  ?  It  was  a  mere  coincidence 
that  this  little  boy  should  have  come  to  me  to  ask  whether  the  catechism  was  a  good  one. 
Our  catechism  is  the  so-called  "  catechism  of  St.  Paul,"  and  bears  the  Bishop's  Arms  on 
the  cover  ;  that  is  the  authorised  edition,  authorised  by  the  bishop  and  the  Church.  The 
question  now  is  that  we  want  both  English  and  Italian  taught  simultaneously,  and  that 
we  do  not  want  to  learn  Maltese,  which  is  useless.  When  I  speak  of  the  Government,  I 
do  not  allude  to  the  Governor,  who  is  a  very  wise  and  prudent  man — ^a  man  of  sugar — 
(applause)  and  I  hope  that  the  King  will  be  also  found  to  be  prudent  and  wise  like  the 
Governor,  who,  although  a  Protestant,  has  been  pleased  to  order  the  Roman  Catholic 
catechism  to  be  printed  in  English  for  local  circulation ;  and  I  hope  that  His  Majesty  will 
overrule  the  local  oflficials  and  say,  "  Let  everything  be  done  to  render  the  loyal  and 
devoted  people  of  Malta  contented  under  the  English  flag."  (Loud  and  prolonged 
applause.) 

Mr.  Paolo  Sammut,  who  was  very  indistinctly  heard,  was  understood  to  urge  that 
the  elected  members  must  have  the  cordial  support  of  the  constituencies  if  they  are  to  be 
of  any  use,  and  that  if  the  people  of  Malta  continued  to  be  as  united  as  they  are  at  present, 
their  efforts  must  in  the  end  be  crowned  with  success. 


No.  46. 

Mr.  chamberlain  to  Acting-Govebnor  LORD  CONGLETON. 

My  Lord,  Downing  Street,  July  30,  1901. 

I  HAVE  had  under  my  consideration  the  present  political  situation  in  Malta,  and 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  presence  of  the  Gt>vemor  of  Malta  in  this  country  to  discuss 
the  matter  fully  with  him. 

2.  The  difficulties  which  are  at  present  being  encountered  in  the  administration  of 
the  Government  of  the  Island  are  due  to  the  attitude  of  the  Elected  Members  with  regard 
to  the  Lan^age  question,  the  facts  regarding  which  are  as  follows  : — 

3.  In  February,  1898,  Colonel  J.  L.  Hewson,  an  Officer  in  the  Army  Pay  Depart- 
ment at  Malta,  was  committed  by  a  Maltese  Court  of  Law  lor  contempt  of  Court,  because 
he  refused  to  sign  a  deposition  in  a  language  with  which  he  was  entirely  unacquainted. 
Legislative  action  was  accordingly  taken  by  Her  late  Majesty's  Order  in  Council  of  the 
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7tb  of  March,  1899,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  the  injustice  of  a  British  subject  unfemiliar 
with  the  Italian  language,  being  tried  by  a  Court  of  Justice  in  a  British  Colony  in  a 
language  which  he  could  not  understand,  and  of  giving  a  litigant  suffering  from  the 
same  disadvantage  certain  facilities,  not  hitherto  possessed  by  him,  for  the  conduct  of  the 
civil  proceedings  to  which  he  is  a  party,  in  the  English  language.  As  I  stated  in  my 
despatch  of  the  19th  of  June,*  the  effect  of  the  Order  in  Council  is  not  to  prevent  Italian 
from  being  used  in  the  Courts,  but  simply  to  provide  that  where  a  British  subject  not 
bom  or  naturalised  in  Malta  is  concerned  he  shall  have  the  right  to  have  the  proceedings 
conducted  in  English,  a  provision  which,  as  I  then  observed,  is  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  of  common  sense  and  justice,  and  which  cannot  furnish  any  ground  for  a 
grievance  on  the  part  of  the  Maltese.  This,  however,  is  only  one  point  in  connection 
with  the  Language  question.  Until  recently  the  children  in  the  Elementary  schools  of 
Malta  were  taught  at  the  same  time  the  two  foreign  languages,  English  and  Italian,  and 
also  the  native  Maltese  language ;  but,  as  a  rule,  they  were  not  kept  at  school  long 
enough  to  learn  even  the  elements  of  either  the  English  or  the  Italian  sufficiently  for  any 
practical  purpose.  New  regulations  were  accordingly  passed  providing  that  children  are 
to  be  taught  Maltese  only,  and  other  subjects  through  the  medium  of  Maltese,  for  the 
first  two  years  ;  and  tnat,  at  the  end  of  that  period,  parents  are  to  choose  between 
English  and  Italian  as  the  other  language  to  be  taught  in  the  higher  classes  of  the 
elementary  schools.  The  language  chosen  is  also  taught  through  the  medium  of  the 
Maltese  language.  As  you  are  aware,  the  educational  returns  show  that  parents  in 
Malta  and  Gozo,  having  the  choice  before  them  whether  their  children  should  be  instructed 
in  English  or  in  Italian,  have  by  an  overwhelming  majority  elected  for  their  instruction 
in  the  English  language,  and  this  decision  has  been  arrived  at  by  the  people  in  spite  of 
every  kind  of  influence  and  pressure  which  has  been  brought  to  bear  upon  them  by  the 
limited  class  who  are  interested  in  maintaining  a  privileged  position  for  the  Italian  language 
in  the  Islands. 

4.  In  view  of  these  facts.  His  Majesty's  Government  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  the  English  language  should  be  definitely  adopted  as 
the  language  of  the  Courts  in  Malta,  and  the  period  of  15  years  from  the  22nd  March,  L899, 
was  fixed  in  order  that  those  whose  interests  might  be  affected  (such  as  the  members  of 
the  legal  profession)  might  know  that  the  change  was  impending  and  might  have  ample 
time  to  prepare  for  it. 

5.  Attempts  have,  however,  been  made  to  prejudice  the  matter  by  representing  that 
the  action  which  is  being  taken  by  the  Government  is  preparatory  to  an  influx  of  British 
competition.  Thus,  to  take  one  instance  only.  Dr.  Mizzi,  one,of  the  Elected  Members  of 
the  Council  issued  an  "  Appeal  to  the  Maltese  "  in  the  "  Gazzetta  di  Malta  "  of  the  12th  of 
March,  in  which  the  passages  of  which  the  following  are  translations  occur  : — 

"  But  the  language  question  is  not  only  a  question  of  sentiment  and  freedom,  it  is 
also  a  question  of  bread.  The  English  Government  wants  to  provide  an  opening  for 
Englishmen  here  ....  all  the  posts,  big  and  small,  shall  be  occupied  by 
Englishmen  ....  Your  sons  are  to  be  relegated  to  the  lowest  offices  in 
the  service  of  these  masters,  they  will  only  get  the  bread  of  abasement,  and  they  will 
curse  you  in  your  graves  if  you  do  not,  no  matter  at  what  sacrifice,  prevent  the  Govern- 
ment from  substituting  the  English  for  the  Italian  language.  So  far,  it  has  been  the 
Italian  language  that  has  prevented  Englishmen  from  eating  up  the  morsel  of  black  bread 
which  is  all  that  is  left  to  us." 

Other  absurd  misrepresentations  have  been  made,  and  quite  recently  the  Governor 
found  it  necessary  to  issue  a  Proclamation  for  the  purpose  of  allaying  a  panic  which  had 
resulted  in  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  children  from  the  schools,  and  had  been  caused  by 
rumours  maliciously  put  in  circulation  to  the  effect  that  the  Government  was  promoting 
the  teaching  of  English  in  the  Elementary  Schools  in  order  that  the  boys  might  be 
forced  to  proceed  to  the  war  in  South  Africa,  and  the  girls  pressed  into  the  service  as 
washerwomen  and  attendants  on  the  British  Army.  Fears,  again,  have  been  expressed 
by  some  professional  men  that  British  lawyers  will  be  introduced  in  large  quantities,  but 
even  this  remote  contingency  has  been  taken  into  consideration  in  the  Order  in  Council, 
to  which  I  shall  presently  refer,  and  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  provide  that  no  person 
shall  be  appointed  to  any  judicial  or  magisterial  office  in  Malta  who  is  not  a  graduate  of 
the  University  of  the  Colony.  Lastly,  it  has  been  represented  that  the  option  given  to 
the  Maltese  in  this  matter  is  an  insidious  preparation  intended  in  some  way  to  undermine 
the  religious  faith  of  the  people.     Fortunately,  these  absurd  allegations  have  found  no 
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credence  with  the  hierarchy  and  the  great  majority  of  the  priesthood,  but  Sir  F. 
Grenfell  has  been  instructed  to  give  the  most  ample  assurances  that  His  Majesty's 
Government  do  not  entertain  and  never  have  entertained  the  intentions  thus  imputed  to 
them  by  ignorant  or  interested  opponents  of  their  policy, 

6.  The  opponents  of  free  choice  for  the  people  of  Malta  having  failed  in  their 
efforts  to  force  the  Italian  language  on  a  majority  which  has  conclusively  shown  that 
it  prefers  English,  have  now  openly  announced  as  their  policy  the  refusal  of  all  taxation 
and  public  improvements,  even  those  most  necessary  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
poor,  until  they  can  secure  their  ends.  It  has,  therefore,  become  imperative  to  consider 
how  this  policy  should  be  met.  The  abuse  of  CJonstitutional  powers  would  justify  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  but  His  Majesty's  Government  are  loth  to  take  this 
course,  and  prefer  to  adopt  a  temporary  alternative,  hoping  that  reflection  and  common 
sense  may  before  long  induce  the  Elected  Members  to  adopt  a  wiser  and  more  patriotic 
policy.  You  are  aware  that  when  the  Constitution  was  granted  in  1849,  and  again  when 
it  was  extended  in  1887,  provisioiji  was  made,  in  view  of  the  great  Imperial  interests 
connected  with  the  fortress  of  Malta,  for  legislating  by  Order  in  Council  in  any  cases  in 
which  those  interests  demanded  it,  and  the  Council  of  Government  was  unwilling  to 
fulfil  its  duties. 

His  Majesty's  Government  are  of  opinion  that  this  contingency  has  once  more 
arisen,  and  they  have  therefore  decided  to  advise  His  Majesty  to  pass  by  Order  in 
Council  the  legislation  required  for  dealing  with  a  portion,  at  any  rate,  of  the  various 
outstanding  questions. 

7.  Those  questions  are  as  follows  : — 

(a.)  Construction  of  new  schools. 

(b.)  Extension  of  the  Drainage  Works. 

)  Extension  of  the  Water  Works. 

)  Construction  of  a  new  ward  in  the  Central  Hospital. 

)  Construction  of  a  Leper  Asylum  for  Women, 
(f.)    Construction  of  a  ward  in  the  I^unatic  Asylum  for  Criminal  Lunatics, 
(g.)  Reconstruction  and  improvement  of  roads,  streets,  and  open  spaces, 
(h.)  Extension  of  the  Electric  Light  Works, 
(i.)    Construction  of  a  jetty  at  the  Customs  House, 
(j.)    Construction  of  a  break- water  at  Gozo. 
(k.)  Construction  of  a  Chapel  in  the  Poor  House. 

8.  Before  dealing  with  these  questions  in  detail,  I  would  observe  that  they  have  all 
been  treated  by  the  elected  members  as  inseparably  connected  with  the  Language 
question  in  Malta.  In  the  case  of  the  Schools,  the  Elected  Members  are  endeavouring  to 
obstruct  the  natural  spread  of  the  English  language  in  Malta  by  refusing  to  vote  the  full 
salaries  of  teachers  in  the  Elementary  Schools  and  other  sums  required  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  Education  Department,  while  in  the  case  of  new  public  works,  such  as  the 
Drainage  Works,  &c.,  referred  to  above,  they  have  taken  up  the  position  that  they  refuse 
to  vote  in  favour  of  any  additional  taxation  so  long  as  the  Government  maintain  their 
policy  with  regard  to  the  Language  question. 

9.  Turning  now  to  the  various  questions  mentioned  in  the  7th  paragraph  of  this 
despatch,  I  will  first  deal  with  (h)  the  extension  of  the  electric  light  works,  (i)  the 
construction  of  a  jetty  at  the  Custom  House,  .(j)  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  at 
Gozo,  and  (k)  the  construction  of  a  Chapel  in  the  Poor  House. 

Electric  Works  have  been  constructed  by  the  Government  of  Malta,  and  certain 
towns  are  now  lighted  by  electricity,  but,  in  order  that  the  public  may  obtain  from  the 
works  the  service  which  was  intended  and  an  adequate  return  for  the  large  expenditure 
already  incurred,  it  is  necessary  to  extend  them  so  as  to  provide  power  not  only  for  the 
illumination  of  all  private  houses,  but  also  shops,  &c.,  and  for  working  any  machinery 
which  can  be  moved  by  electricity.  It  is  understood  that  there  is  at  present  a  great 
demand  for  more  electric  light,  and  that  the  extension  of  the  present  installation  would  be 
amply  remunerative.  With  regard  to  the  jetty  for  the  Custom  House  it  appears  that  this 
is  urgently  required,  and  that  it  would  be  most  useful  to  the  trade  of  Malta.  With  regard 
to  the  breakwater  at  Gozo,  the  people  of  that  Island  live  principally  on  the  trade  which 
is  carried  on  with  the  Island  of  Malta,  and  have  represented  that  every  facility  should  be 
given  to  that  trade,  which  they  carry  on  with  their  own  boats.  The  breakwater  which 
formerly  existed  there  has  been  washed  away  by  the  sea.  When  certain  winds  prevail  it 
is  not  only  difficult  to  find  safe  anchorage,  but  to  conduct  any  operations  in  the  place 
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where  the  boats  go  to  discharge  and  take  their  cargo.  With  regard  to  the  Chapel  for  the 
Poor  House,  this  is  a  building  upon  the  necessity  for  which  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me 
to  insist.  These  are  services  of  considerable  importance,  but  they  cannot  be  described  as 
absolutely  essential,  and,  although  regretting  that  the  people  of  the  Islands  do  not 
take  steps  to  secure  their  own  material  interests.  His  Majesty  s  Government  do  not  feel 
justified  in  pressing  their  views  against  the  views  of  the  Maltese  representatives,  who  must 
take  the  responsibility  of  postponing  such  works,  to  the  detriment  of  their  constituents. 
The  other  services  refert*ed  to  in  the  7th  paragraph  of  this  despatch  are,  however,  called 
for  by  interests  both  Imperial  and  local  or  are  so  essential  to  the  general  welfare  of  the 
population  that  to  neglect  them  in  a  British  Colony  and  a  civilised  community  would  be 
a  scandal  which  His  Majesty's  Government  could  not  tolerate,  especially  as  the  elected 
members  do  not  represent  the  population  chiefly  interested,  namely,  the  poorest  classes 
who  have  no  votes.     I  will  now  take  these  remaining  questions  in  order. 

10.  Construction  of  new  Schools. — As  you  are  aware,  the  Elected  Members  rejected 
during  the  last  Session  the  votes  for  the  building  of  certain  schools  for  the  avowed  reason 
of  their  hostility  to  educational  reforms  and  in  order  to  compel  the  Government  to  reinstate 
Italian  as  the  principal  medium  of  instruction.  The  number  of  children  excluded  from 
the  benefits  of  education  for  want  of  proper  accommodation  is  returned  at  4,314,  and 
additional  school  accommodation  is  urgently  required  in  view  of  the  rapid  increase  of 
population.  I  am  also  informed  that  the  Valletta  School  is  in  an  overcrowded  and 
insanitary  condition  and  must  be  rebuilt  at  once. 

11.  Extension  of  the  Drainage  Works. — The  provision  made  in  the  "  Malta  Revenue 
Order  in  Council,  1899,"  has  been  found  insufl&cient  to  cover  the  expense  of  the  drainage 
works  which  are  required  in  order  that  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Island  may 
be  improved.  Some  ^  works  have  been  or  are  being  carried  out,  but  there  remain  many 
others  to  be  undertaken  in  very  important  centres,  and,  unless  steps  are  taken  at  once  to 
carry  out  some  of  these,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  only  a  partial  and  local 
advantage  to  the  general  health  of  the  Island  will  be  derived  from  the  drainage  works 
which  have  been  completed  in  several  parts  of  Malta,  or  which  are  now  in  progress. 

12.  Extension  of  the  Water  Works. — It  is  admitted  that  much  has  been  done  in 
recent  years  to  improve  the  water  supply  of  Malta,  but  there  are  villages  which  are  not 
provided  with  a  proper  supply  for  drinking  purposes  and  all  the  villages  require  more, 
water  for  sanitary  purposes.  The  Fleet  and  the  Garrison  have  also  to  be  provided  with 
water  by  the  Local  Government,  subject  of  course  to  an  arrangement  between  the  Imperial 
and  Colonial  Governments  as  to  the  repayment  for  this  supply,  and  the  supply  must 
necessarily  be  supplemented  to  meet  tjie  increased  requirements  of  the  Garrison,  the 
Dockyard  and  the  growing  population. 

13.  Construction  of  a  new  Ward  in  the  Central  Hospital. — I  understand  that  the  present 
hospital  is  the  principal  institution  of  its  kind  in  Malta,  and  can  only  provide  accommoda- 
tion at  the  rate  of  one  bed  for  every  900  inhabitants — that  it  is  ill-adapted  for  its  purpose 
and  insanitary,  having  been  built  for  a  diflFerent  purpose  in  1734  when  modem  sanitary 
ideas  were  unknown.  I  also  understand  that  there  are  no  grounds  for  recreation  or 
exercise,  that  the  ventilation  is  imperfect,  and  that  the  building  is  placed  in  a  thickly 
inhabited  quarter  of  Floriana.  I  trust  that,  in  their  own  interests,  the  people  of  Malta 
will  shortly  prove  their  readiness  to  provide  the  money  required  for  the  construction  of  a 
suitable  building,  but,  so  long  as  their  representatives  maintain  their  .present  attitude,  I  do 
not  feel  justified  in  authorising  the  expenditure  of  more  than  the  bare  amount  required  to 
provide  that  additional  accommodation  in  the  present  hospital  which  the  needs  of  the 
population  have  rendered  absolutely  essential. 

14.  Construction  of  a  Leper  Asylum  for  Women. — The  Council  of  Government  have 
already  agreed  to  provide  money  for  the  segregation  of  persons  affected  with  leprosy. 
This  segregation  is  being  carried  out  with  regard  to  male  patients,  but  female  patients, 
who  are  as  numerous  as  the  male  patients,  cannot  at  present  be  segregated,  as  there  is  no 
building  ready  to  receive  them.  With  a  view  to  preventing  the  spread  of  this  disease  and 
to  removing  any  feeling  of  injustice  which  might  reasonably  be  felt  by  those  lepers  who 
are  already  segregated,  it  is  necessary  that  the  required  asylum  should  be  constructed  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible. 

15.  Construction  of  a  Ward  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum  for  Criminal  Lunatics. — The 
criminal  lunatics  are  at  present  placed  with  the  other  lunatics,  contrary  to  all  the  usages 
of  civilised  communities,  and  it  is  clearly  essential  that  steps  should  be  taken  at  once  to 
put  an  end  to  this  discreditable  state  of  affairs. 

16.  Reconstruction  and  Improvement  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Open  Spaces.— 1 
understand  that  the  roads  in  the  country  districts  are  so  narrow  and  tortuous  that  it  is,  in 
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many  cases,  absolutely  necessary  to  align  and  grade  them  and  reconstruct  them  with  hard 
material  in  order  that  the  cultivators  may  be  able  to  carry  on  their  business  and  com- 
municate with  the  towns,  and  also  to  permit  the  free  passage  of  artillery  and  troops,  while 
some  of  the  streets  and  open  spaces  in  the  towns  are  in  great  need  of  improvement,  and 
that  this  whole  question  is  one  which  requires  immediate  attention. 

17.  I  have  now  dealt  with  the  various  questions  mentioned  in  paragraph  7  of  this 
despatch,  but  my  attention  has  been  called  to  one  other  matter  which  it  appears  to  me  to- 
be  necessary  to  deal  with  at  the  same  time.  During  the  last  Session  the  Council  of 
Grovernment  refused  to  vote  the  salaries  of  six  of  the  staff  of  the  University  and  Lyceum 
on  the  ground  that  they  used  English  as  a  medium  for  imparting  instruction.  These 
gentlemen  have,  of  course,  suffered  severe  inconvenience  thereby  but  they  are  living  in  the 
hope  that  justice  will  be  eventually  done  to  them.  The  Council  also  disallowed  about 
6  per  cent,  from  the  already  inadequate  salaries  of  the  teachers  in  the  Elementary  Schools 
for  similar  reasons.  They  rejected  a  vote  for  a  road  desired  by  the  Elected  Members 
themselves,  because  the  claim  was  raised  that  all  the  streets  in  Malta  having  English 
names  should  be  given  Italian  names  ;  and  all  work  on  the  road,  which  has  been  under 
construction  for  some  months,  has  had  to  be  suspended.  It  is  clear  from  these  and 
similar  instances  that  a  systematic  policy  of  petty  obstruction  is  being  pursued  by  the 
Elected  Members,  which  is  arbitrary,  calculated  to  cause  grave  injustice  to  innocent 
officials,  and  injurious  to  the  real  interests  of  the  people,  and  which  if  persisted  in  must 
prevent  the  proper  administration  of  the  government  of  the  islands.  In  Malta,  as  in 
other  of  the  principal  Colonies,  certain  sums  have  been  reserved  to  be  expended  by  the 
Governor's  order  without  being  annually  voted  by  the  Legislature,  the  intention  being  to 
remove  from  the  annual  control  of  the  Elected  Members  the  salaries  of  those  high  officers 
who  should  not  be  dependent  upon  popular  favour  and  to  prevent  any  danger  of  the 
administration  of  the  Government  being  impeded  by  the  sudden  refusal  of  all  supplies. 
Among  the  sums  reserved  in  the  Malta  Civil  List  is  the  sum  of  £1,000  for  Civil 
Contingencies,  and  steps  will  now  be  taken  to  increase  this  amount  to  £10,000. 

18.  After  consultation  with  Sir  F.  Grenfell,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
sums  required  to  carry  out  the  works  specified  in  paragraphs  10  to  16  of  this  despatch 
are: — 


£ 

35,000 

300,000 

20,000 

5,000 

8,000 


Construction  of  new  schools 

Extension  of  drainage  works  

Extension  of  water  works     

Construction  ot  new  ward  in  hospital 

Construction  of  leper  asylum  for  women 

Construction  of  a  ward  in  the  lunatic  asylum  for  criminal         2,500 

lunatics. 
Reconstruction  and  improvement  of  roads,  streets  and  .open       10,000 

spaces. 

Total        380,500 

In  view  of  the  opposition  of  the  Council,  there  appears  to  be  no  prospect  of  raising 
this  amount  by  loan,  and  it  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  additiond 
taxation.  It  is  proposed  to  spread  the  expenditure  over  a  period  of  13  years,  and  the 
annual  amount  to  be  raised  for  these  services  will  therefore  be  about  £29,000,  to  which 
must  be  added  the  additional  sum  of  £9,000  which  is  to  be  provided  every  year  for  Civil 
Contingencies,  as  stated  in  the  foregoing  paragraph.  ^"^gj 

19.  The  total  annual  amount  to  be  raised  by  additional  taxation  will  therefore  be^ 
about  £38,000,  and  I  desire  in  this  connection  to  point  out  that  in  consequence  of  the 
numerous  works  undertaken  by  the  (irovemment,  the  rate  of  wages  in  the  large  centres 
has  steadily  increased  until  the  wages  of  an  ordinary  labourer  are  now  from  2s.  to  3s.  a 
day,  and  of  a  skilled  labourer  from  3s.  4d.  to  6s.  8d.  a  day,  while  in  Italy  and  Sicily  the 
corresponding  rates  are  only  Is.  to  2s.  a  day  and  2s.  6d.  to  4s.  6d.  a  day  respectively.  In 
spite  of  this  the  total  taxation  per  head  of  population  in  Malta  is  only  £1  3s.  2d.  as 
against  £2  14s.  3d.  per  head  in  Italy  and  £4  13s.  per  head  in  this  country,  while,  with 
the  additional  taxation  now  to  be  imposed,  the  total  taxation  per  head  in  Malta  will  still 
only  be  about  £l  7s.  6d.  I  would  also  point  out  that  the  Maltese  will  not  be  called  upon 
to  pay  the  whole  of  this  additional  taxation,  as  a  portion  of  it  is  to  be  provided  by  increased 
duties  on  articles  which  are  mainly  consumed  by  the  British  garrison  and  residents. 
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20.  A  Kcheme  of  taxation  for  raising  the  additional  amount  of  £38,000  has  been 
prepared  and  His  Majesty  will  be  advised  to  pass  by  Order  in  Council  the  legislation 
which  is  required  to  give  effect  to  it. 

21.  As  I  have  sufficiently  indicated  above,  it  is  not  the  policy  of  His  Majesty's 
Government  to  force  either  the  English  or  the  Italian  language  upon  the  people  of  Malta 
but  to  leave  the  matter  entirely  to  their  free  choice.  This  policy  has  already  been  carried 
out  in  the  case  of  the  Elementary  Schools,  and,  with  a  view  to  applying  it  to  the  whole 
educational  system  of  the  Island,  it  is  proposed  to  advise  His  Majesty  to  make  such 
provision  by  the  Order  in  Council  as  will  enable  the  parents  of  students  m  the  Lyceum 
and  University  to  exercise  the  same  option  with  regurd  to  the  choice  of  English  or  Italian 
as  they  are  already  in  a  position  to  do  in  the  Elementary  Schools,  subject,  however,  to  the 
following  exception. 

In  the  5th  paragraph  of  this  despatch  I  have  stated  that  Sir  F.  Grenfell  has  been 
instructed  to  gi\'e  the  most  ample  assurances  that  no  interference  with  the  religious 
convictions  of  the  people  of  Malta  is  or  has  ever  been  contemplated  by  His  Majesty's 
Government,  but,  with  a  view  to  removing  all  possible  ground  for  the  imputation  that  the 
action  of  the  Government  upon  the  language  question  is  due  to  religious  motives,  it  has 
been  decided  to  make  no  change  with  regard  to  the  medium  of  instruction  in  the  case  of 
the  Faculty  of  Theology  and  to  insert  a  special  provision  in  the  Order  in  Council  that  the 
instruction  shall  contiime  to  be  given  in  the  Latin  or  Italian  language.  I  should  add  that 
the  obstacle  in  the  way  of  teaching  the  children  in  the  Elementary  Schools  both  English 
and  Italian  at  the  same  time,  which  is  referred  to  in  paragraph  3  of  this  despatch,  does 
not  exist  in  the  case  of  the  advanced  students  at  the  Lyceum  or  the  University  and  that  it 
will,  of  course,  be  open  to  them  to  elect  to  learn  both  languages  if  they  wish  to  do  so. 

22.  Provision  will  also  be  made  in  the  Order  in  Council  for  the  creation  of  a  new 
Appointment  of  Assistant  Crown  Advocate,  who  will  undertake  such  duties  as  the  Governor 
may  assign  to  him.  This  appointment  has  been  rendered  necessary  by  the  great  increase 
in  the  work  of  the  Crown  Advocate,  with  which  he  is  unable  to  cope  and  which  is  causing 
delay  not  only  in  the  legal  work  affecting  Imperial  interests  but  also  in  the  ordinary  legal 
work  of  the  Colony,  and  is  consequently  hampering  the  administration  of  the  Government 
of  the  Island.  As  the  elected  members  have  refused  to  sanction  the  creation  of  this  new 
appointment,  it  has  become  necessary  to  make  use  of  the  present  opportunity  of  doing  so. 

23.  Finally,  provision  will  be  made  for  facilitating  the  conduct  of  business  and 
preservation  of  order  in  the  Council  of  Government. 

24.  I  re(juest  that  you  will  cause  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  be  published  in  the 
•Government  (iazette. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  CHAMBERLAIN. 
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PITCAIRN    ISLANDS. 


FURTHER    CORRESPONDENCE 


BBLATINO  TO  THI 


CONDITION   OF  THE   PITCAIRN   ISLANDEES. 


No.  1. 

ADMIRALTY  to  COLONIAL  OFFICE. 

(Received  June  12,  1896.) 

Sib,  Admiralty,  June  10,  1896. 

I  AM  commanded  by  mV  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  transmit 
herewith,  for  the  information  or  the  Secretary  of  State,  extracts  from  a  letter  dated  the 
19th  March  last,  from  the  Commander  of  H.M.S.  "Wild  Swan,"  respecting  his  visit  to 
Fanning  and  Pitcairn  Islands. 

I  am,  &c., 

EVAN  MACGREGOR. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 

Letter  of  Proceedings. 
(Extract.) 

H.M.  Ship  "  Wild  Swan,"  Coquimbo,  March  19,  1896. 

I  arrived  at  Pitcairn  at  1  o'clock  p.m.  on  Monday,  17th  February,  and  left  that 
evening  at  nine.  I  landed  with  Mr.  McCoy,  the  magistrate,  and  visited  the  village, 
meeting-house,  new  school  buildings,  &c.,  and  at  his  request  I  attended  a  meeting  of  their 
parliament,  as  they  call  the  half-dozen  principal  men  who  arrange  the  government  of  the 
island. 

The  only  difficulty  they  are  at  present  troubled  with  was  explained  to  me  and  my 
advice  asked.  It  appears  that  the  missionary  schoolmaster  has  been  giving  trouble, 
trying  to  set  up  his  own  authority  against  that  of  the  magistrate.  I  agreed  with  them 
that  this  would  not  do,  and  that  their  proposal  to  send  the  schoolmaster  away  when  the 
missionary  schooner  next  called  seemed  to  be  the  best  thing  to  be  done. 

Mr.  McCoy  told  me  that  from  50  to  60  vessels  had  stopped  off  the  island  during  each 
of  the  last  two  years,  and  as  there  are  also  the  visits  of  the  missionary  vessels  they  have  a 
great  deal  more  communication  with  the  rest  of  the  world  than  formerly. 

The  new  school  buildings  are  in  every  way  superior  to  the  dwelling-houses  and  are 
at  present  kept  very  clean  and  tidy  ;  the  intention  is  for  the  older  scholars,  ue.,  all  the  young 
men  and  women  to  live  in  these  school  (instead  of  at  home)  houses,  of  which  there  are 
two,  with  a  general  mess  room,  in  order  that  they  may  learn  better  ways  as  to  eating, 
cleanliness,  and  living  generally.  * 
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The  total  population  is  about  130,  of  which  I  should  say  a  large  proportion  are 
young  children.  They  have  four  boats,  apparently  in  very  decent  condition  and  many 
canoes,  they  occasionally  go  oflf  25  miles  to  a  vessel. 

Nearly  all  the  people  came  on  board  during  the  afternoon. 

There  was  no  sickness  on  the  island. 

I  have,  &c., 

Macvey  Napier, 

Commander. 


No.  2. 

High  Commissioner  Sib  G.  T.  M.  O'BRIEN  to  Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

(Received  August  10,  1899.) 

Office  of  the  High  Commissioner  for  the  Western  Pacific, 
Sir,  Suva,  Fiji,  July  6,  1899. 

With  reference  to  your  despatch  of  the  12th  January  last,*  and  to  previous 
correspondence,  on  the  subject  of  the  present  condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pitcairn 
Island,  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith,  for  your  intormation,  copies  of  two 
despat(^hes  which  I  received  on  the  31st  May  last  from  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  Consul 
for  the  Society  Islands,  replying  to  the  enquiries  contained  in  a  communication  which  I 
addressed  to  him  on  receipt  of  your  despatch  above  referred  to  with  particular  reference 
to  Commander  Torlesse's  suggestion  for  the  establishment  of  regular  communication 
between  Pitcairn  and  Tahiti. 

2.  You  will  see  that  there  is  no  prospect  of  the  suggested  communication  being 
established  unless  the  inhabitants  of  Pitcairn  can  be  induced  to  undertake  the  cultivation 
of  certain  products  for  export,  but  that  the  Mission  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventists,  to 
which  denomination  the  islanders  ])elong,  is  about  to  take  steps  for  the  improvement  of 
their  condition.  I  have  deferred  for  a  month  or  so  forwarding  the  Consul's  despatches, 
in  rhe  hope  of  being  able  to  obtain  some  further  particulars  from  some  elders  of  the 
Mission  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventists  who  were  expected  to  call  at  Suva,  but  they  have 
not  done  so. 

I  have,  &c., 

G.  T.  M.  O'BRIEN. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  2. 


Sir,  Tahiti,  April  15,  1899. 

With  reference  to  Your  Excellency's  despatch  of  the  28th  of  February  last, 
desiring  the  expression  of  my  opinion  as  to  the  possibility  of  establishing  regular  com- 
munication between  Pitcairn  and  Tahiti,  I  have  the  honour  to  report  that  while  the 
Pitcairn  Islanders  continue  to  produce  nothing  suitable  to  the  requirements  of  this 
market,  the  suggestion  contained  in  Commander  Torlesse's  Report  cannot  in  any  way  be 
met  from  this  end  ;  but  that  if  the  Pitcairn  people  could  be  induced,  and  aided,  to 
cultivate  vanilla,  coffee,  and  other  suitable  commodities,  a  direct  trade  with  Tahiti  would 
be  immediarely  established,  to  the  possible  advantage  of  all  concerned. 

I  am  further  of  opinion,  in  view  of  the  few  facts  I  have  been  able  to  gather  on  the 
subject,  that  some  new  enterprise  is  essential  to  the  moral  and  physical  well-being  of  the 
Pitcairn  people  ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  above  articles,  I  would  recommend  the  increased 
cultivation  of  cocoanuts,  and  their  subsequent  fabrication  into  copra  which  is  now  worth 
at  Tahiti  close  on  £9  per  ton.  About  two  years  ago,  Mr.  McCoy,  the  President  of  the 
Pitcairn  community,  confided  to  me  his  desire  to  purchase,  or  build,  a  small  vessel  for 
trading  purposes,  and  in  due  course  I  obtained  the  sanction  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Aifairs  to  issue  to  him  the  necessary  papers,  and  authority 
to  fly  the  British  ensign  afloat  ;  but,  owing  doubtless  to  his  inability  to  raise  sufficient 
funds,  the  question  appears  to  have  fallen  through,  and  I  have  heard  nothing  further  of  the 
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matter.  Consequently,  although  a  Mr.  Michele,  of  the  Gambler  Group,  occasionally  visits 
Pitcaim,  and  ships  a  little  arrowroot,  and  a  few  pigs,  thence  to  Mangarewa,  where  they 
are  disposed  of  locally,  there  is  absolutely  no  through  traffic  to  Tahiti,  and  our  communi- 
cation witli  Pitcairn  is  confined  to  Her  Majesty's  ships  of  the  Pacific  Station  which,  at 
long  intervals,  visit  this  port  on  their  way  to  Valparaiso  via  that  Island.  I  am  informed, 
however,  that  the  Seventh  Day  Adventists,  whose  missionary  vessel  has  recently  called  at 
Pitcaim  and  Tahiti,  have  offered  to  give  employment  on  their  plantations  at  Raiatea,  and 
at  this  Island,  to  a  few  young  men  of  Pitcaim,  in  order  that  they  may  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  the  cultivation  and  preparation  of  those  productions  most  suitable  for  trade  purposes  ; 
and  that  the  missionaries  of  that  sect,  to  which  the  Pitcairn  people  belong,  are  themselves 
giving  some  attention  to  the  question  of  opening  up  the  desired  communication  by  way 
of  Rarotonga  and  other  of  their  missionary  stations  in  this  region. 

Whether  anything  will  ultimately  be  done  in  the  matter,  is  difficult  to  determine  at 
this  juncture  ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  steps  in  this  direction  have  already  been 
taken,  and  that  if  funds  can  be  found,  and  the  sanction  of  the  Missionary  Board  obtained, 
the  service  will  be  established  within  the  next  twelve  months  by  vessels  sailing  under  the 
American  flag. 

I  have,  &c., 

R.  T.  Simons, 

Consul. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  2. 


Siu,  British  Consulate,  Tahiti,  April  21,  1899. 

WiTU  reference  to,  and  in  continuation  ^of,  my  Despatch  of  the  loth  instant, 
I  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  Your  Excellency's  information,  that  the  Superintending 
Missionary  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventists  resident  in  this  District  has  communicated  to 
ine  the  following  : 

"  Raiatea,  April  19,  1899. 
"  It  has  not  yet  been  decided  that  the  '  Pitcairn '  will  return  by  way  of  Pitcairn 
Island  and  Tahiti  ;  that  will  be  decided  when  they  reach  Fiji,  if  she  has  not 
already  been  sold.  If  they  do  not  return  this  way,  Mr.  Gates  suggests  that 
we  charter  a  schooner  here,  and  send  it  to  Pitcairn  after  some  of  the  people. 
We  can  then  send  them  some  vanilla  vines,  and  bring  some  of  their  people 
up  here  to  receive  instruction  as  to  how  to  care  for  the  vanilla.  If  the 
*  Pitcairn '  should  be  sold,  we  hope  to  furnish  the  Pitcairn  people  with  a 
small  vessel  with  which  they  can  market  their  produce." 

I  have,  &c., 

R.  T.  Simons, 

Consul. 
His  Excellency 

The  High  Commissioner. 


No.  3. 

ADMIRALTY  to  COLONIAL  OFFICE. 

(Received  June  24,  1901.) 


Admiralty,  S.W., 

June  24,  1901. 

Sir, 

I  AM  commanded  by  my  I^ords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  transmit 
herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  extracts  from  a  letter  dated  31  st 
March  last,  from  the  Commander  of  H.M.S.  "  Icarus,"  reporting  his  proceedings  in 
•connection  with  the  visit  of  that  vessel  to  Pitcaim  Islands. 

I  am,  &c., 

EVAN  MACGREGOR. 
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Enclosure  in  No.  3. 

Report  on  Pacific  Islajtos,  &c. 

H.M.S.  "  Icarus,"  at  Honolulu, 

March  31,  190U 

PiTCAiRisr  Island. 

(a.)  I  arrived  in  Bounty  Bay  at  5  p.m.  on  2l8t  February,  1901.  A  boat  load  ot 
islanders  (men)  came  off,  but  in  view  of  there  still  being  several  cases  of  dengue  fever  in 
the  ship,  I  only  allowed  Mr.  James  R.  McCoy,  the  chief  magistrate,  on  board.  He 
reported  all  well  in  health,  126  people  on  the  island,  the  adult  females  being  rather  in 
excess  of  the  males.  Arranged  to  land  next  day,  and  then  proceeded  to  N.W.  anchorage 
where  there  was  less  swell.  Anchored  there — losing  an  anchor  which  was  jtfberward& 
recovered — for  the  night,  and  landed  at  Bounty  Bay  the  next  morning.  After  this  I 
communicated'  with  the  island  each  day,  myself  and  a  few  officers  landing,  but  by  the 
surgeon's  advice  no  islanders  were  allowed  on  board.  The  swell  continued  more  or  les& 
heavy  in  both  anchorages,  so  we  stood  off  and  on,  or  lay  to  off  the  island  during  the 
remainder  of  our  stay. 

(b.)  Mr.  McCoy  has  only  recently  returned  to  the  Island,  he  having  very  pluckily 
piloted  a  burning  ship  to  Mangareva,  beaching  her  there  rather  than  agree  to  her  captain 
running  her,  as  he  wished  to  do,  on  to  the  coast  of  Pitcairn. 
(c.)  Supplies  of  the  foUowinff  things  are  abundant . — 

(i.)  Poultry  and  goats.    The  latter  the  islanders  will  either  shoot  or  drive  in  from 
the  hills  ;  and  the  young  goats,  of  which  we  took  a  large  number,  are 
excellent.     There  are  two  herds  of  these  each  numbering  about  100. 
(ii.)  Cocoa  nuts,  bananas,  pineapples,  marsh  and  water  melons,  limes,  oranges, 
mangoes,   pumpkins,  coffee,  tomatoes,  sweet   potatoes,  Indian  com,  and 
arrowroot.     A  strong  blow  in  August  last,  followed  by  what  is  described 
as  a  tidal  wave,  and  which  swept  away  a  portion  of  the  Boat  House  in 
Bounty  Bay,  did  much  damage  amongst  the  oranges,  almost  destroying 
this  year's  crop,  and  also  blew  down  large  numbers  of  banana  trees. 
(d.)  There  is  an  abundance  of  water  in  Brown's  well,  which  is  nearly  in  the  centre 
of  the  Island,  fed  from  the  high  hills  around,  and  which  has  not  been  known  to  run  dry 
since  the  present  inhabitants'  return  from  Norfolk  Island.      A  water-course  leads  the 
water  from  the  well  to  a  tank  close  above  the  village.     There  is  another  large  well  farther 
to  the  westward,  and  there  is  generally  plenty  of  water. 

(e.)  During  the  last  four  years  35  vessels  on  an  average  have  called  at  the  Island 
ea<3h  year,  but  the  islanders  generally  seem  to  see  very  little  of  the  crews  of  merchant 
vessels.  In  most  cases  the  master  only  of  the  vessels  lands  for  a  short  time,  the  ships 
scarcely  ever  anchoring.  During  his  stay  last  month  in  Mangareva  (Gambler  Islands) 
Mr.  McCoy  endeavoured  to  arrange  something  in  the  way  of  a  regular  trade  between  the 
two  islands,  and  one  of  their  vessels  has  since  called  at  Pitcairn,  taking  away  large 
quantities  of  bananas,  pumpkins,  and  arrowroot.  The  leading  men  here  think  that  they 
will  be  able  to  maintain  this  trade. 

(/.)  There  is  now  a  very  fair  road  leading  to  the  landing-place  at  N.W.  anchorage. 
The  adult  males  have  to  give  all  their  labour  during  the  early  part  of  the  day,  viz. : — 
from  after  an  early  breakfast  at  5  a.m.  until  2  p.m. — to  works  for  the  public  good,, 
directed  by  the  local  Parliament  of  seven.  At  the  present  time  29  men  are  available, 
and  their  labour  is  divided  between  building  a  new  church  adjoining  the  present  school 
room,  a  new  whaler,  and  the  necessary  boat  work,  shooting  of  goats,  &c.  Two  p.m.  is 
the  dinner  hour,  and  the  remainder  of  the  day  the  people  employ  themselves  about  their 
own  business  of  gardening,  &c.  The  women  of  the  family  do  all  the  house  work,  and 
many  of  them  smooth  and  paint  cocoanuts,  plait  and  decorate  mat  bags,  &c. 

{(f.)  Disease  appears  to  be  still  almost  unknown.  The  typhoid  of  1894  was  brought 
here  by  a  ship^\Tecked  crew,  and  no  other  epidemic  has  touched  the  island  since.  The 
leading  people  prefer  to  continue,  as  hitherto,  without  medicines  of  any  sort.  One  small 
boy  has  been  recently  killed  by  a  fall  whilst  chasing  goats  on  the  cliffs.  Thursday 
October  Christian,  son  of  the  man  of  the  same  name,  and  grandson  of  Fletcher  Christian^ 
master's  mate  of  the  "  Bounty,"  is  the  oldest  man  on  the  island,  aged  now  83  ;  two  other 
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men  are  over  75,  and  the  oldest  woman  is  72.     None  of  these  old  people  suffer  from 
anything  beyond  the  weakness  of  old  age,  and  all  seem  thoroughly  contented  and  happy. 

(A.)  The  early  loss  of  the  front  teeth  in  the  upper  jaw  continues  amongst  many  of 
the  islanders,  but  the  teeth  of  numbers  of  adults,  as  well  as  of  the  children,  are  without  a 
flaw.  Some  families,  in  which  up  to  the  present  there  has  been  practically  no  inter- 
marriage, still  suffer  from  this  loss  of  teeth.     No  one  smokes  or  uses  intoxicating  liquor. 

(«.)  Men,  women  and  children,  seem,  without  exception,  in  robust  health,  and  full 
of  vigour.  Thanks  to  the  care  of  the  elected  Parliament— consisting  of  seven  members 
with  Mr.  McCoy  as  President— full  employment  is  found  for  everyone.  The  discipline 
seems  to  be  all  it  should  be,  the  Islanders  contented,  and  the  day's  work  often,  to  my 
knowledge,  such  as  would  astonish  many  a  British  labourer,  as  it  astonished,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  myself  and  the  ship's  company.  Their  religion  remains  that  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Adventists.  The  Saturday  services  are  well  conducted,  and  the  strong 
religious  feeling  which  was  once  so  marked  a  characteristic  of  the  islanders  appears 
— ^after  the  check  it  received  some  few  years  ago — to  have  again  gathered  strength. 

(J.)  To  Mr.  McCoy's  firmness  and  tact,  ably  seconded  by  the  six  other  elected 
Members  of  the  Parliament,  I  consider  is  due  the  general  improvement  which  must  have 
taken  place  in  the  island  since  the  date  of  the  "  Royalist's  "  visit.  It  was  common  talk, 
during  our  recent  visit  to  both  Honolulu  and  Tahiti,  that  the  islanders  were  rapidly 
deteriorating  in  morals  and  physique,  a  condition  of  things  which  my  officers  and  myself — 
after  the  best  opportunities  of  judging — believe  does  not  hold  good  at  this  time  :  and  on 
the  other  hand,  looking  to  the  present  flourishing  state  of  the  island  and  its  people,  it  is 
difficult  to  undersbxnd  how  reports  to  their  detriment  can  have  got  abroad. 

Mr.  McCoy  had  been  away  for  some  months  before  the  murder  case  which  preceded 
the  "  Royalist's  "  visit,  and  he  admits  that  he  found  on  his  return  much  that  needed 
improvement. 

A  strong  hand  is  naturally  required  at  the  head  of  this  unique  community,  and 
fortunately  Mr.  McCoy  is  likely  to  be  at  the  front  for  many  years  to  come.  The  names 
of  the  present  seven  Members  of  the  local  Parliament  are  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  James  R.  McCoy,  Fresldent :  Mr.  Charles  Vieder  Young,  Judge  ;  Mr.  Benjamin 
Stanley  Young,  Judfje ;  Mr.  Gerard  Bromley  Christian  ;  Mr.  Ernest  Hayward  Christian  ; 
Mr.  Moses  Young  ;  and  Mr.  George  Francis  Warren,  Secretary. 

(i.)  The  principal  difficulties  which  the  near  future  may  bring  to  the  island  are, 
I  think,  three,  viz.  : — 

(1)  The  absence  amongst  the  men  of  early  middle  age  of  a  fitting  successor  to 

Mr.  McCoy. 

(2)  The  surplus  of   feaaake  iu  Xiie  pre^sent  ajid  rising  generation,  a  difficulty 

naturally  accentuated  in  a  small  and  secluded  community.  Any  arrange- 
ment which  would  include  the  removal  and  care  of  some  of  these  youthful 
females — of  whom  some  of  the  grown  up  ones  would  now  willingly  leave 
— would  be  a  work  of  useful  philanthropy. 

(3)  The   tendency   growing  amongst   the  Islanders  to   make  use  of   a  sort  of 

language  of  their  own,  which  I  am  told  is  a  clipping  of  English  words, 

and  which  is,  at  the  best,  a  species  of  pidjin  English.     This  shews  signs 

already  of   making  some   of  them  appear  slow  of  comprehension  when 

addressed  in  English. 

(/.)  Much  rain  has  fallen  on  the  island  of  late,  but  only  one  day  during  our  stay 

was  wet.     The  wind  blew  generally  from  the  N.E.,  with  little  strength,  but  bringing  a 

long   swell   and  often  a  confused  sea  into  both  anchorages,  making  landing  at  N.W. 

anchorage  impracticable,  and  in  Bounty  Bay  only  possible  under  an  Islander's  pilotage. 

The  current  at  the  anchorages  was  generally  westerly,  and  at  times  reached  a  strength  of 

1^  knots. 

(n.)  During  the  visit  of  the  "  Icarus,"  and  at  what  may,  I  think,  prove  to  be  a 
somewhat  critical  stage  of  their  existence,  I  found  the  leading  islanders  always  grateful 
for  any  recognition  of  their  recent  improvements,  and  for  advice  as  to  their  future  conduct, 
and  1  feel  sure  that  such  recognition  and  advice  fi'om  the  higher  autliorities  would 
strengthen  their  hands,  and  be  of  much  value  to  the  whole  community. 

I  have,  &c., 

George  F.  S.  Knowling, 

Commander. 
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No.  4. 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN  to  High  Commissioner  Sib  G.  T.  M.  O'BRIEN. 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  July  20,  1901.^ 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter* 
from  the  Admiralty,  enclosing  extracts  from  a  report  by  the  commanaer  of  H.M.S. 
"  Icarus,"  on  the  visit  of  that  vessel  to  certain  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

2.  I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  whether  the  Mission  of  the  Seventh  Day  Adventists  has 
taken  any  steps  of  the  nature  indicated  in  your  despatch  of  the  6th  July,  1889,f  for 
the  improvement  of  tiie  condition  of  the  Pitcaim  Islanders. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  CHAMBERLAIN. 

•No.  3.  '      tNo.2. 
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BASUTOLAND. 

189a 


High  Commissiovbb  Sib  Alfred  Milner  to  Mb.  CHAiniBBLATy. 

Gkyremment/House, 
Cape  Town, 

7ih  May,  1900. 
Sib, 

I  HAYX  the  honour  to  enclose  for  your  information,  with 
reference  to  jonr  drenlar  despatch  of  the  25th  July,  1898,  a 
Despatch  and  enclosures  from  the  Resident  Commissioner,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Basutoland  Medical  Report  for  1899. 

I  have,  &c., 

A.  MlLNXB, 

Oovemor  and  High  Commitnoner. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 


From  (the  Rbsidbnt  Ooicmissiokeb,  Basutoland,  to  the  High 
GomnssioNEB,  Cape  Town. 

Resident  Commissioner's  Office, 
Basutoland^ 

24th  April,  1900. 
Snt, 

I  iHAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  special  Medi- 
cal Report  for  Basutoland  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1899,  sumested  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  Circular  Despatch  of 
*he25ih  July,  1898. 

I  have,  &c., 

G.  Y.  Lagdek, 
BuidmU  Commiiiumet. 
His  Excellency 

Thb  Bjoh  Commissioneb,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 
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1899. 


The  estimated  population  lor  the  year  1899  was  270,000,  which 
number  includes  about  700  Europeans.  These  figures  are  ob- 
tained by  assuming  that  the  rate  of  increase  since  the  last 
census  has  equalled  that  which  obtained  between  1875  and  1891. 
In  these  two  years  the  numbers  were: — 


Native ... 
Enropean 


1876. 


127,707 
469 


Native 
European 


1891. 


218,324 
678 


There  is  no  registration  of  births  and  deaths  ^except  in  the 
case  of  Europeans)  in  Basutoland,  but  from  iniormation  ob^ 
tained  from  a  recent  census  of  the  Leribe  District,  the  /birth 
rate  was  computed  to  be  46  per  1000  and  ithe  death  rate  20.30 
per  1000. 

I  think  these  figures  may  be  fairly  taken  to  represent  the 
average  birth  and  death  rate  throughout  the  country. 

During  the  last  decade  the  population  has  been  considerably 
augmented  by  immigration. 

From  the  accompanying  chart  it  will  be  seen  that,  for  all 
diseases  taken  together,  the  incidence  of  sickness  is  p^reatest 
in  the  summer  and  least  in  the  winter  months,  following  the 
curve  of  the  mean  temperature.  The  sudden  increase  of  sickness 
in  August  is  probably  traceable  to  the  unusually  wet  winter  and 
high  mean  humidity  during  July  and  August,  which  are  usually 
the  driest  months  of  the  year.  In  an  average  year  the  dotted 
line  of  iihe  chart  would  have  been  much  lower  during  July  and 
Augoit. 
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Small  Pox. 

The  figures  in  the  Beiurn  '^  C"  under  the  heading  of  Small 
PoXy  refer  enitirdy  to  Wo  epidemics  which  occurred  in  the 
Leribe  District.  Statistics  of  mese  two  epidemics  were  supplied 
by  Dr.  Macfarlane,  and  are  appended.  They  show  that,  while 
the  liability  to  infection  was  about  equal  in  the  vaccinated  and 
unyaocinated,  4Jie  deafth  rate  in  the  former  was  only  '85  per  cent., 
against  a  mortalil^  of  12  per  cent,  in  the  latter. 

Becent  epidemics  of  small  pox  in  Basutoland  have,  on  the 
whole,  been  of  a  mild  nature. 


Statistics  of  Small  Pox  Epidemic  at  Buthb  Bxjthb. 


•i 


Popolation. 


i 

O 


I 


o 


o 


Beooyeries. 


Deaths. 


I 


17 


1,268 


332 


176 


127 


48 


121 


40 


TUBEBCLE. 

The  rarity  of  tubercular  disease  is  worthy  of  notice.  The 
xnajoiity  of  cases  are  young  adults  or  young  children  with 
tubercular  cervical  glands  or  joint  disease,  the  knee  being  the 
joint  most  tcommonly  affected.  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  rare 
and  is  chiefly  met  with  in  young  men  who  have  contracted  the 
disease  at  one  of  the  mining  centres.  In  these  cases  the  format 
tion  of  canities  is  most  exceptional,  the  chief  characteristic  of 
the  disease  being  a  slow  fibroid  degeneration  of  the  lun^,  with 
marked  constitutional  cachexia.  Gniere  appears  to  be  litUe  or 
no  seasonal  yariation  in  the  incidence  of  this  disease. 

Syphilis. 

Syphilis  claims  11*6  iper  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  patients 
treated  during  the  year.  Of  1,346  cases  the  primary  lesion  was 
only  observed  in  nine.  The  inability  of  patients  ito  indicate  the 
site  of  the  primary  sore  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  features 
of  the  disease  as  it  occurs  in  this  country.  In  whatever  way  the 
contagion  is  carried,  quite  99  per  cent,  of  the  paftients  are  unable 
to  give  any  information  on  this  point.    The  first  symptom  is 
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generally  a  slight  pharyngitiB,  followed  in  from  three  to  four     Basuto* 
weeks  by  a  aparselj  distributed  papular  eruption,  which,  in  most      i>Ain>, 
situations,  assumes  the  form  of  condylomata.    With  or  without       ^^^ 
treatment  this  eruption  disappears  in  from  three  to  six  months, 
leaving  pigmented  spots  on  the  skin,  the  pi^entation  persistinjg^ 
for  a  pxmsiderable  time.    No  further  manifestation  oi  syphilis 
occurs  fxxc  some  years,  when  tertiary  lesions  of  almost  endless 
variety  occur,  the  most  common  and  distressing  being  j)haga- 
dsemic  ulceration  of  the  fauces  and  nares,  and  rupial  sores  on  the 
trunk  and  extremities.    Syphilitic  laryngitis,  as  an  eariy  secon- 
dary symptom,  is  common  in  children  and  young  adults.  The  mor» 
tality  from  the  disease  in  the  acquired  variety  is,  I  believe,  low, 
but  there  is  a  high  mortality  among  the  children  of  syphilitic 
parentage. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  thatisuch  a  large  percentage  of  ithe  patients 
attending  the  hospitals  every  year  are  suffering  from  syphilis, 
I  think  that  disease  is  tending  to  disappear.  It  is  now  the  ex- 
ception rather  than  the  rule  to  find  a  case  of  syphilis  on  the 
reserve  at  any  of  the  Magistracies. 

Bhsumatism. 

Bheumatism  seldom  assumes  a  severe  type.  The  cases  are 
mostly  muscular  rheumatism.  Bheumatic  fever  cases  are  sel- 
dom seen  in  (the  out-patient  department,  but  in  the  few  instances 
of  valvular  lesions  which  come  under  our  notice  a  history  of  an 
acute  attack  is  generally  obtainable. 

Diseases  of  the  Eye. 

Conjunctivitis  is  always  epidemic  in  the  summer  months. 
The  severity  of  the  disease  varies  in  different  years.  During 
theyear  now  under  review  it  was  of  a  mild  type. 

Irachoma  is  not  common,  and  is  seldom  lollowed  by  any  de- 
formity of  the  lids. 

Cataract  (senile)  is  frequently  met  with. 

Diseases  op  the  Cibculatort  System. 

Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  comprise  valvular  and  func- 
tional lesions  of  the  heart,  and  two  cases  of  aneurism  in  syphilitic 
male  adults. 

Atheroma  is  almost  unknown,  and  I  do  not  remember  ever 
seeing  a  case  of  varicose  veins  in  a  pure  bred  native. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. 

An  epidemic  of  whooping  cough  caused  a  high  mortality 
amongst  the  children  dunn?  the  flatter  half  of  the  year.  Apart 
from  the  disease,  the  generu  mortality  from  the  class  of  disease 
now  under  notice  is  low. 
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BA0UTO*        Paeumonia  is  rare.    Bronchial  catairh  forms  tha  bulk  of  ik» 
1899.        ^^' 
*"*  D18BA8B8  OF  THE  DiaB8TiyE  Ststem. 

Diseases  of  the  digestire  ^[stem  form,  oae-fonrih  of  iha  total 
number  of  cases  rfcreated.  ^ey  are  almost  entirely  fnnctional 
disorders,  due  to  errors  of  diet.  The  diet  of  the  arei^we  person 
is  mainly  farinaceous  and  insufficiently  cooked,  ^e  stapla* 
article  of  diet  among  adults  is  "  leteng/'  a  Und  of  beer,  oontein- 
ing  a  Tery  small  percentage  of  alcohoC  and  prepared  from  millet. 

Skin. 
Skin  complaints  are  chiefly  impetigo  scabies  and  ecaema. 

Parasites. 

Parasites  met  with  comprise  Ascarides  Tape  Worm  and 
Hydatid,  the  last-mentioned  being  rare.  Two  cases  of  filarial 
diseases  (Filaria  Persians)  have  been  recorded  as  oocurring  in 
people  who  had  never  been  out  of  the  Territory.* 

Relative  Mortality  in  the  Different  Seasons. 

In  the  absence  of  any  system  of  registration,  any  conohudona 
concerning  this  section  can  only  be  based  on  hearsay  eridenoa. 
The  highest  general  mortality  occurs  in  the  spring  and  summer 
months ;  the  lowest  during  the  cold  season. 

Infantile  diarrhoea  seems  to  be  particularly  fatal  in  the  lata 
spring  and  early  summer. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  of  the  weather  in  1899  was  the  heavy 
winter  and  spring  rainfall.  The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  waa 
2*13  inches  above  the  average  of  the  preceding  four  years.  It  waa 
more  evenly  distributed  over  the  12  months  than  is  usual  in 
this  country. 

The  mean  temperature  showed  very  little  .departure  from  tha 
average. 

As  was  pointed  out  on  page  1  of  this  Report,  the  wet  winter 
probably  had  an  adverse  effect  on  the  population  generally. 
Beyond  this  the  weather  had  no  appreciable  effect  in  relation  to 
sickness. 

The  appended  charts  give  the  jmonthly  average  mean  tempera- 
tare  and  rainfall,  with  a  comparison  wiw  the  average  of  pravioua 
years. 

*  The  identification  of  the  parasite  rested  on  the  fact  that  it  waa  foond 
in  the  blood  both  during  the  day  and  during  the  night. 
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Bemarks  on  Special  Diseases. 

£iuterie  fever  cases  are  returned  as  41,  against  116  during 
1888.  We  have  no  means  of  estiinating  accurately  the  mor- 
tality from  the  disease.  There  being  no  hospital  accommodation 
{or  ferer  cases  an  opportunity  of  following  up  the  subsequent  his- 
tory of  enteric .  cases,  first  seen  as  out-patients,  seldom  occurs, 
but  my  impression  is  that  in  an  ordinary  year  the  mortality  is 
low.    Constipation  is  iro>i«rally  a  marked  feature,  and  the  course 
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of  tlie  fever  arerages  about  ihree  greeks.      Complications  are     Babuto- 
raie.    The  diet^  as  often  as  not»  consists  of  "  leteng  '^  and  coarse       lamd, 
bread,  made  from<Indian  com,  and  yet  I  have  never  come  across       l^^ 
a  death  due  to  perforation.    In  a  considerable  number  of  cases 
the  disease  aborts  about  the  tenth  day,  the  temperature  falling 
rapidly. 

In  my  Annual  Report  of  1898  I  commented  on  several  cases  of 
epidemic  dropsy  which  had  occurred  in  the  country.  Cases  were 
rairly  numerous  during  1898,  and  I  saw  two  or  three  cases  early 
in  1899,  since  when  uie  disease  appears  to  have  died  out.  In 
one  case— a  child  cet.  three  years — alter  the  sedema  had  subsided 
several  subcutaneous  nodules  were  (noticed  in  different  parts  of 
the  trunk  and  extremities.  Consent  was  obtained  to  excise  one, 
and  sections  were  made  of  it.  It  consisted  of  a  soft  centre  sur- 
rounded by  ordinary  fibrous  tissue.  The  soft  centre,  which  was 
about  the  size  of  a  pin's  head,  contained  a  tangled  mass  of  what 
was  taken  to  be  filarise.  I  did  not,  however,  ever  succeed  in 
finding  filariie  in  the  blood  of  any  of  the  cases  which  came  under 
my  notice. 

Sanitaby  Affairs. 

Sanitation  is  almost  unknown,  except  at  the  different  police 
camps,  where  the  dry-earth  system  is  in  use  in  the  houses  of 
Europeans.  What  drainage  exists  is  provided  by  nature.  This, 
thanks  to  the  fact  that  aJl  naitive  villages  are  built  on  high 
ground,  and  the  periodical  heavy  rains,  is  fairly  efficient. 

With  the  exception  of  Teyateyaneng  and  Thlotse  there  is  an 
excellent  water  supply  at  the  different  Magistracies. 

Vaccination  Statistics. 

10,593  vaccinations  were  performed  during  the  year. 

In  districts  where  vaccination  has  been  accepted  by  the  native 
population  the  majority  are  efficiently  vaccinated. 

In  the  early  part  of  last  year  1,000  consecutive  out-patients 
were  examined,  and  890  were  found  to  have  efficient  vaccination 
Bcarsy  in  numbers  varying  from  one  to  ten,  two  being  the  most 
common. 

Returns. 

Most  of  the  cases  figuring  in  the  Nosological  Return  were  out- 

Ektients.  At  each  station  (Leribe,  Maseru,  Mafeteng,  Mohale's 
oek)  whence  statistics  embodied  in  this  Report  are  obtained 
an  .average  of  only  six  beds  are  available  for  in-patient  work,  and 
they  are  almost  entirely  reserved  for  surgical  cases. 

During  the  year  207  patients  were  admitted ;  the  majority  were 
oases  for  operation. 
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Ili0ze  were  86  tamonra  remoTed,  inoludiiig:  OTaxian  (2), 
uierme  (hTsterectoiOT)  (1),  parotid  (1),  mammary  (4),  orUtal  (3), 
tabercalar  glands  (7). 

Four  cases  of  chronic  qmovitia  of  tiie  knee  joint  were  treated 

euocessfully  by  arthreotomy. 

16  cases  of  caitaract  were  operated  npon,  and  four  patients 
■offering  from  glaucoma,  a  disease  &irly  common  in  this  country, 
were  treated;  one  by  iridectomy,  the  others  by  cilianr  neurot- 
mny.  (Division  of  all  the  nenres  given  off  from  the  lenticular 
ganglion.) 

Fractures  and  other  local  injuries  and  diseases  of  bones  formed 
the  bulk  of  the  rest  of  the  cases. 

The  total  number  of  .operations  performed  during  the  year  was 
1,238.  This  number  includes  all  minor  operations  performed  on 
out-patients. 

The  following  returns  accompany  this  Report:  — 

Meteorological  Betum,  with  an  appendix  thereto  showing 
averages  for  the  preceding  four  years,  and  a  note  on  the  climate. 

Nosological  Betum. 

Edw.  C.  Lonq, 
Prineipfd  MecUeal  Officer. 
Maseru, 

15th  March,  1900. 
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„    Biiihg  during  the  year  1 
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BAflUTo  APPENDIX  TO  METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT. 

LAUD, 


1899. 


Note  on  thr  Climate  of  Basutoland. 

Basutoland  is  an  oblone  traot  of  conniry  situated  between 
latitude  28^  58'  S.,  and  latitude  31^  3'  S.,  having  on  its  eastern 
border,  which  corresponds  to  the  summit  of  the  Drakensberg 
Mountains,  Natal  and  Ghiqualand  East,  and  on  its  western  border 
the  Caledon  River  and  Orange  Free  State.  It  may  be  rouffhly 
divided  into  parts,  the  hill  country  formed  by  the  Dn^ensberg 
and  Maluti  Mountains  absorbing  two-thirds  of  the  total  area, 
and  extending  from  the  north-east  to  the  south-west.  This  part 
is  mountainous  and  ragged,  sparsely  populated,  and  in  many 
places  covered  with  snow  throughout  the  winter  months.  It  has 
a  lower  mean  temperature  and  a  higher  rainfall  tiian  the  rest 
of  the  country,  which  consists  of  a  narrow  strip  <^  comparatively 
level,  but  broken,  ground,  which  slopes  awav  from  the  base  A 
the  Maluti  Mountuns  towards  the  plains  of  the  Orange  Tree 
State. 

The  elevation  of  the  mountain  districts  varies  from  6,000  to 
11,000  feet,  the  rest  of  the  country  being  about  6,000  feet  above 
sea  level. 

Owin^  to  the  hilly  nature  of  the  country  the  natural  drainage 
is  perfect.  There  is  very  little  permanent  standing  water  or 
swampy  ground. 

The  prevailing  wind  is  generally  from  the  west  in  winter  and 
from  the  north-east  in  summer.  There  is  a  comparative  freedom 
from  the  high  winds  and  their  accompanying  dust,  which  form 
the  objectionable  feature  of  most  up-country  districts. 

The  general  purity  of  the  air,  coupled  with  the  freedom  from 
dusft  and  an  absence  of  the  extreme  ^Iryness  which  characterises 
the  air  of  the  Earoo  and  the  Orange  Free  State,  tend  Ito  make  the 
cGmate  of  Basutoland  an  ideal  one  for  invalids. 

As  a  health  resort  for  phthisical  patients  it  is  unrivalled,  and 
would  prove  highly  beneficial  to  those  who  have  suffered  from 
malarifid  fever. 

Pleasant,  beneficial,  and  acceptable  as  the  climate  proves  to 
those  (who  spend  the  greater  part  of  their  time  at  lower  altitudes, 
it  offers  certain  drawbacks  to  Europeans  who  permanently  re- 
side in  the  country. 

The  excessive  expenditure  of  nerve  force  necessary  to  the  per- 
formance of  work  of  any  kind  during  a  Ions:  period  at  a  level 
of  5,000  feet  has  a  prejudicial  effect  on  the  general  nervous 
system,  and  makes  a  frequent  change  to  lower  altitudes  a 
iieoefsity. 
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The  temperature  is  f airlj  equable  throughout  the  ^ear  in  the     Bamu^o- 
daj  tune,  but  the  winter  (nights  are  often  charactensed  bj  ex-       ^^^» 
Areme  cold,  as  muc^i  aa  10°  F.  of  frost  being  of  frequent  occur-       ^^^' 
rence ;  18°  F.  in  the  screen  and  20°  on  the  grass  were  recorded  in 
1898. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  whole  year  is  69®  F.  The  aver- 
age maxinrnm  in  the  summer  is  85®  F.,  but  the  niffhts  jare  in- 
Tariably  cool,  and,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  a  few  aays  in 
the  early  summer  before  the  rainy  weather  be^rnis,  the  heat  is 
not  in  any  sense  trying,  being  generally  tempered  by  cool 
breezes  from  the  mountains. 

In  winter  the  temperature  is  sufficiently  high  to  admit  of 

kple  sitting  with  comfort  in  the  open  air  during  a  part  of  the 

The  ayeraffe  rainfall  is  33  inches,  most  of  which  falls  in  the 
summer  momhs. 

Table  "A**  gives  the  average  of  four  years'  records — 1894- 
1898 — at  eight  stations,  arranged  in  order,  reckoning  from  north 
to  south. 

'Qacha's  Nek  is  on  the  eastern  border  on  the  top  of  the  Drakens- 
berg,  which  accounts  for  its  higher  rainfall  and  lower  mean 
temperature. 

Edw.  C.  Long, 
Principal  Medical  Officer. 
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GOVERNMENT    HOSPITALS    AND 
DISPENSARIES. 


BXTUBV  of  D18BA8B8  and  Dbaths  in  1899  at  the  following 
IV8TITIJTIOV8  :  —  Lbbibb,     Masbbu,     Mafbtbvo, 

MOHALB8   HOBK. 


DlMtMi. 

Yearly  Total 

Remirka. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

GENEBAL  DISEASES— 

Smallpox       

..1 

... 

IM 

89 

M«Mles         

••« 

.•• 

6S 

— 

Tjphnt          •••        ••• 

•.< 

»        .•• 

— 

- 

UoDgue          •••       ••• 

••« 

••• 

__ 

A. 

Influena         

..1 

*       ... 

92 

— 

Diphtheria     .••        ••• 

••1 

»        ••• 

8 

— 

Febricnla       •••        ••• 

.. 

»        ••• 

160 

— 

Enteric  Ferer 

•• 

. 

41 

— 

Cholera 

•• 

1        ••• 

— 

"  — 

Dysentery      

.• 

• 

l6 

— 

Yellow  Ferer 

.. 

1 

- 

— 

Malarial  FeTer 

•• 

»        ••• 

1 

— 

(u.)  Intermitient  .•• 

•• 

>        ••• 

IM. 

— 

(&.)  Remittent     ... 

.« 

•        ••• 

- 

— 

(c.)  Pemieions  B. 

•« 

»        ••• 

- 

— 

Erysipelas      

•• 

»        ••■ 

6 

— 

Py»mia         

•• 

. 

1 

1 

Septiosmia 

•• 

► 

1 

1 

Tetanus         

•• 

. 

— 

— 

xQuercle        •••        ••• 

•• 

>        ••• 

83 

1 
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GOTBRNMBNT     HOSPITALS    AVD    DiSPBNSABIBS. — COnt. 


Babuto 

LAND, 

1M9. 


Yearly  Total. 

IHiwMin<w> 

Remarks. 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

GENRRATi  DISEASES— cont 

- 

Leprosy : 

(a.)  Taberoolar 

1 

— 

(6.)  AnaMtbetio 

10 

— 

•  ••  WB     •••               •••               •••               •••               ••• 

— 

— 

Syphilis : 

(a.)  Primary        

9 

— 

(h.)  Seoondary  and  Tertiary     ... 

1,044 

(c.)  Inherited       

293 

Gk>norrho8a 

267 

— 

Hydrophobia 

— 

^^ 

Soarvy           ...        •••        ...        ... 

7 

_ 
"" 

Alcoholism 

— 

— 

Delirium  Tremens 

— 

— 

Rheumatism 

416 

— 

Rheumatic  Ferer     

24 

■ 

Gout 

27 

. 

, 

New  Growth,  non-malignant 

145 

New  Growth,  malignant     

82 

. 

Aniemia 

46 

— 

Diabetes  melHtus     

1 

— 

Diabetes  insipidus 

— 

^^^ 

Debility         

122 

^ 

6f03 
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Basuto* 

GOTBBNMENT    HOSPITALS   A 

VD   DISP 

BV8ABIB8 

.— ^oiit. 

LAND, 

1899. 

DiaaMeB. 

Yearly 

Total 

Remarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

LOOATi  DISEASES— 

DI8BASBB  OF  THE  NbRTOUB  STBTSM— 

Snb-aeotion  1. 
Diseases  of  the  Nerfen^ 

NeuntiB         •••        •••        •«• 

28 

— 

Meningitis     •••        •••        ••• 

10 

1 

Myelitis         

— 

^ 

Hydrooephalos 

— 

— 

Enoephalitis 

— 

— 

Abscess  of  brain       

1 

— 

Congestion  of  brain 

— 

— 

8abHM0tion2— 

Fnnotionftl  Nenrona  Disorders— 

Apoplexy      •••       •••        ••• 

I 

— 

Paralysis       •••        •••        ••• 

22 

— 

Ohorea           

11 

— 

Bpuepsy        •••       t**        ••• 

76 

- 

Kenralgia       •••        •••        ••• 

126 

— 

Hysteria        •••        ••• 

79 

— 

8«b4Mtion  3— > 

Itoatal  DiiBiiM 

Idioey  •#  •        •••       •••        ••• 

> 

— 

jffafiia  •••        •••        ••• 

8 

— 

Melaneholia 

8 

— 

Dementia      •••        •••        ••• 

— 

— 

Delosional  insanity 

— 

— 

Diisases  oftheEye     

678 

— 
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Q-OTHBVicaxT  Hospitals  avd  Dmpbvsubixs. — eont. 


Teuly 

ToteL 

0mm. 

DMiha. 

LOOAL  DISEASB8--«ofil. 

DiMaaet  of  the  Ear 

202 

— 

n         »     Noie          ••• 

110 

— 

„     Cinmlatory 
BytteiXL 

128 

1 

• 

„         „      Beapiratory 

system. 

1,689 

— 

system. 

2,868 

„         „      Lymphafac 

system. 

226 

1 

system 

104 

— 

,.      GtosratiTe 
'•      '          system 

87 

^ 

■ 

„      Male    organs 

— 

— 

»     Female     „ 

318 

1 

„         „      Organs  of 

Locomotion. 

103 

— 

„         „      OeUolar 

Tissue 

243 



..         »      Skin 

1,018 

— 

Injuries,  General         

8 

— 

„       Local •        •••        ••• 

Surgical  Operations     

Malformations • 

382 
10 

— 

The  total 
number  of 
surgical  op- 
erationa 
performed 

Poisons  ...        •••        •••        •'•        ••• 

3 

— 

during  the 
year  was 
1,238 

Parasites 

170 



Orand  total  for  year   ... 

11,611 

46 
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BERMUDA. 


THE    REPORT   OF    THE  MEDICAL   OFFICER   OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1899. 

The  estimated  ciTil  population  taken  from  the  Registrar 
General's  Annual  Report  which  has  just  been  published  was,  at 
the  end  of  1898,  16,291. 

The  births  numbered  492  and  the  deaths  362.  The  living 
birth  rate  was  30*2  per  1,000  as  compared  with  32*8  per  1,000  in 
1898  ;  31-7  per  1,000  in  1897  ;  31-4  per  1,000  in  1896,  and  32-6 
per  1,000  in  1895. 

The  death  rate  20*6  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  19*4  per 
1,000  in  1898;  21  per  1,000  in  1897;  19'8  per  1,000  in  1896,  and 
21-7  per  1,000  in  1895. 

The  death  rate  during  the  period  under  review  according  to 
colour  was  18*4  per  1,000  amongst  the  resident  white  and  21  per 
1,000  amongst  the  coloured  population. 

The    deaths,    still-births    included,    arranged    according    to 

Skrishes  were : — St   George's    51,   Hamilton    21,    Smith's    18, 
evonshire  23,  Paget  31,  Pembroke  111,  Warwick  27,  South- 
ampton 26,  Sandys  83. 

The  state  of  the  public  health  has  been  eminently  satisfactory 
during  the  year  1899,  there  having  been,  vdth  the  exception  of  a 
number  of  cases  of  mumps  and  enteric  fever,  no  prevalence  of 
any  epidemic  disease. 

Cases  of  mumps,  as  in  the  whole  of  the  previous  year,  occurred 
during  the  first  quarter  all  over  the  country.  No  definite  cause 
for  this  continued  prevalence  can  be  assigned. 

Measles  and  whooping  cough  were  both  introduced  by  persons 
<K)ming  here  from  the  United  States,  but  neither  of  these  diseases 
were  tdlowed  to  spread. 

Four  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported  during  the  year,  but 
they  were  all  isolated  ones,  and  in  no  case  did  the  disease  spread, 
nor  did  a  second  case  occur  in  the  same  house.  I  made  frequent 
visits  of  inspection  where  these  cases  occurred,  but  the  origin  of 
the  infection  was  difficult  or  impossible  to  discover. 
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Enterio  fever  caused  nine  deaths,  and  the  notification  of  67  Bmrmviu^ 
cases.     Seven  cases  of  enterio  fever  occuired  during  the  first       1899. 
quarter,  three  during  the  second  quarter,  34  in  the  thira  quarter,       — — 
and  23  in  the  fourth  quarter.    As  in  previous  years,  the  greater 
number  of  cases  occurred  during  the  third  quarter,  coinciding 
with  the  onset  of  the  hot  weather,  and  mild  in  form.     During 
the  last  ten  years  toads  have  increased  enormously  and  spread  w 
over  the  country,  inf estine  every  pool  and  ^nd.    They  are 
frequently  found  in  tanks  wiiere  drinBdng  water  is  stored.    It  has 
been  thought  that  these  animals  carry  typhoid  ^rms  on  their  feet 
and  backs  from  cesspools    and  other  places  into  the  drinking  • 
water.    Bedaiming  and  filling  in  all  the  marsh  lands  may  lessen 
the.  pumber  of  these  pests  and  at  the  same  time  reduce  the 
mosquitoes. 

Mosquitoes. 

Under  the  direction  of  His  Excellency  the  Governor  I  made 
and  forwarded,  through  the  Colonial  Office  in  London,  to  the 
British  Museum  a  coUection  of  Bermuda  mosquitoes  and  flies. 
I  have  since  received  a  letter  from  the  Director  of  the  Natural 
History  division  of  the  British  Museum,  stating  that  the 
numerous  collections  received  have  not  vet  been  thoroughly 
studied.  But  I  was  informed  that  the  collection  from  Bermuda  . 
contained  twenty-nine  mosquitoes  of  the  genus  Culex,  apparently 
referable  to  four  species,  but  not  yet  specifically  iaentified ; 
horse  flies  of  the  genus  Tabanus  and  a  few  non-biting  diptenu 
The  species  of  mosquito  which  has  been  proved  to  carry  malaria 
is  called  Anopheles,  and  differs  much  from  Culex  in  the  adult,  in 
the  larva,  and  in  habits.  The  mosquitoes  found  in  Bermuda  varv 
much  in  colour,  from  a  light  fawn  colour  to  a  dark  greenisn 
black ;  individuals  varv  in  size  too.  They  will  bite  in  the  day  aa 
weU  as  night.  The  larvte  are  to  be  found  evervwhere  where 
water  lodges,  ponds,  tanks,  weUs,  &c.  It  would  be  difficult  or 
impossible  to  get  rid  of  them,  for  the  reason  that  every  dwelling- 
house  has  its  tank  for  drinking  water. 

The  Bat  as  ▲  Dibseminatob  of  Plague. 

In  consequence  of  the  large  number  of  ships  calline  here  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  I  have  been  at  some  pains  to  bring  under 
the  notice  of  the  Quarantine  Health  Officers,  the  Mayors  of  the 
city  of  Hamilton  and  the  town  of  St.  George's,  and  the  various 
ship  agents,  the  danger  to  the  public  health  of  the  landing  here 
of  plague-infected  rats,  such  mode  of  the  tran^rt  of  bubonic 
pli^e  infection  being  now  generally  believed  to  be  possible., 
rlague  has  been  called  a  rat-borne  disease,  and  it  has  been  noticed 
that  when  rats  are  attacked  with  plague,  they  leave  their 
habitations  and  migrate,  therefore  they  would  probably  leave  any 
ship  they  may  be  in  for  the  shore,  there  to  infect  other  rats  and. 
so  start  plague  in  the  locahty.     Dr.  Patrick  Manson,  C.M.O.> 
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B^RMjJDA,*  Bay8:r;-"jpE  ever  a,  sanitary  measure  was  indicated  by  common 
1899.  sense  it  is  the  destructiop  of  rats  in  anticipation  of  threatened, 
-r:^  pkgue,'* .  I  have  also  his  authority  for  stating — ^^  that  if  the  rata 
m.any  given  place. were  destroyed,  although  plague  may  be 
introduced)  the  chances  of  its  spreading  as  an  epidemic  among  the 
people  would  be  enormously  reduced." .  Professor  W.  J.  Simpson 
m;  his  lecture  on  thi^i.  subject  says  : — "  The  precautions  to  be 
taken  for  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  plague  so  far  as  rats  are 
concerned  consists  in,  (a)  Uie  destruction  of  as  many  rats  as 
possible  in  a  healthy  country  before  there  is  any  importation  of 
.plague,  (b)  the  prevention  ot  sick  or  dead  rats  beii^g  transported 
and  imported  by  merchandise  or  grain  into  a  countiy,  and  (r)  in 
the  event  of  importation  of  plague,  the  destruction  and  extyermina- 
tion  with  the  earliest  promptitude  of  rats,  not  only  in  the  locality 
where  the  rats  are  dymg,  but  also  in  the  adjacent  localities." 


Immiqbation  fbom  the  West  Indies  and 
otheb  places. 

At  the  present  time  we  are  receiving  a  number  of  immi^nts 
from  the  West  Indies  and  Azores,  and  I  apprehend  tiiat  a 
number  of  diseases  which  at  present  are  unknpwn  or  extremely 
uncommbn  here  will  be  introduced.  For  example,  two  cases  of 
anchylostomiasis  have  recently  been  brought  under  my  notice  in 
Pembroke  parish.  The  care  and  management  of  these  cases 
caused  much  anxiety  and  labour  to  the  parish  officials  and 
expense  to  the  ratepayers,  every  precaution  being  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Anchylostoma  duodenale  is 
a  bloodsucking  parasite,  which  when  it  ^ains  the  inside  of  the 
human  gut  in  the  ova  condition  is  hatched,  and  soon  attaches 
itself  by  means  of  its  buccal  armature  to  the  mucous  membrane. 
It  is  supposed  to  shift  its  hold  from  time  to  time  and  thus  obtain 
a  plentiiul  supply  of  blood  nourishment.  When  these  blood* 
sucking  parasites  are  present  in  the  intestines  of  men  in  large 
numbers,  more  especially  if  its  victims  are  poorly  fed,  the 
disease  is  very  serious.  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  Galgey's  Report 
on  Anchylostoma  duodenale  for  most  of  the  above  information 
on  this  disease. 

Again,  filaria  noctuma,  including  elephantiasis  arabum,  is 
common  in  the  West  Indies,  and  the  Pembroke  Parish  Vestry 
have  been  put  to  the  expense  of  assisting  one  of  these  cases  to 
return  to  his  home.  Beri-beri  and  yaws,  common  in  the  West 
Indies,  may  be  introduced  here.  Much  may  be  said  on  leprosy 
and  other  diseases.  The  Army  Medical  Reports  for  a  number  of 
years  have  stated  that  Bermuda  is  an  exceptionally  healthy 
station  as  regards  venereal  diseases.  I  am  prepared  to  prove  that 
unrestricted  immigration  of  West  Indians  here  will .  seriously 
j^opatdilBe  Qur  good  reputation.     The  restrictions  now  provided 
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hj  law  to  keep  out  idiots  and  insane  persons  are  not,  in  mj 
opinion,  sufficient.  To  saj  nothing  ot  the  remote  effects  of 
bringing  in  a  lower  class  of  coloured  people  to  replace  our  own, 
hj  forcing  the  best  to  emigrate  to  the  U  nited  States  and  the 
worst  ana  wesbkest  to  a  lower  vitality  by  loss  of  employment  and 
food,  I  come  at  once  to  conditions  that  West  Indian  immigration 
produces.  They  are  more  untidy  in  their  habits,  clothing,  and 
condition  than  our  people.  They  live  or  are  willing  to  lire 
crowded  into  any  wooden  house  or  hut  unfit  for  human  habitation. 
A  large  number  of  wood  houses  are  being  constructed  for  them 
in  Pembroke  and  Sandys'  Parishes.  Clannishness  and  the  utter 
disregard  for  comfort  leads  to  a  huddling  together  of  a  number 
of  men  in  one  room.  This  state  of  uiings  would  exist  to  an 
alarming  and  dangerous  extent  if  it  was  not  for  the  constant 
supervision  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  each 
disease  or  group  of  diseases  are  tabulated  in  Table  II. 

The  important  meteorological  facts  in  each  month  are  given  in 
Table  III.  Both  these  tables  are  taken  from  the  Registrar 
General's  Report. 

Table  I. 

Return  of  the  Statistics  of  Population  for  the  Year  1899. 


White. 

Coloared. 

Total. 

Estimated  namber  of  inhabitants  in  1898 

6,239 

10,062 

16,291 

Estimated  number  of  births  daring  the 
year  1899. 

150 

342 

492 

Estimated  namber  of  deaths  darmff  the 
year  1899. 

117 

219 

336 

Estimated  namber  of  inhabitants  in  1899 

6,282 

18,141 

16,423 

Estimated  namber  increase        

— 

— 

132 
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Tablb  II. 


, 

White. 

Coloured. 

DiNue. 

Ji 

«S 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

OENKRATi  DISEASES- 

Inflnenia     •••        •••        ••• 

... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Oerebro-spmal  Ferer 

••• 

— 

— 

1 

— 

£nt6no  FcTor         •••        ••• 

••• 

1 

4 

2 

2 

Cholera  (Infantile)... 

••• 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

.•• 

1 

3 

1 

1 

Bepticflsmia  •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Faerperal  Septicnmia 

... 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Tetanas       

... 

2 

2 

6 

3 

13 

Taberde      

••• 

3 

2 

4 

3 

12 

Tnberole  of  Long 

... 

1 

4 

10 

15 

30 

Leprosy       •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Secondary  Syphilis 

... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Inherited  Syphilis 

... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Thrush        •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

— 

— 

1 

— 

••• 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Bheamatism           

... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer         •••        •••        ••. 

.*• 

3 

4 

1 

4 

1 

Anflftinia       •••        •••        ••• 

... 

2 

1 

2 

4 

LencooythflBmia      •••        ••• 

••• 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Diabetes  MeUitns 

... 

— 

— 

I 

— 

Immaturity  at  Birth 

••• 

2 

2 

5 

3 

12 

Congenital  Malformations 

•*• 

— 

3 

3 

— 

i 

Debility       ••.       ••• 

••• 

... 

—  . 

2 

3 

1 

e 

Old  Ai^e       •••        ...        ••. 

••• 

... 

4 

10 

3 

6 

22 
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Table  lI.^^onttnusd. 


BSKMUDA, 

1899. 


White. 

Coloured. 

DisaaMi. 

£ 

i 

1 

Total 

liOOAL  DISEASES^ 

Nbbvous  Stbtbm— 

Sub-iection  1— 

Meningitu       

••• 

3 

2 

1 

2 

S 

Bderoofl  of  Brain      

••• 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Boftenizig  of  Brain    

••• 

3 

— 

1 

1 

5 

Hnmorrhage  of  Brain 

••• 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Apoplexy        •        ... 

•  ••• 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Snb-aeotion  2— 

ParalysiB 

*•• 

1 

4 

4 

3 

12 

Eclampsia  (Infantile) 

... 

4 

1 

5 

3 

13 

Epilepsy          ...        •••        •.. 

... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Laryngismna  Stridnlaa 

... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Tetany ...        .••        .«.        ... 

1  •«. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Snb-aeotion  3^ 

Idiocy   •..        •••        ...        •.. 

. ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

OlBCULATOBT— 

PeiioarditiB         

... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

YalTnlar  disease  of  Heart 

••• 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Thrombosis         •••        .••        ... 

••• 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Heart  Disease  (not  differentiftted) 

... 

4 

6 

7 

7 

24 

Bbbpiratort — 

Laryngitis           

... 

1 

-r- 

— 

1 

2 

Bronchitis           

... 

— 

3 

— 

3 

6 
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BmnrM, 
1899. 

Table 

IL- 

-eonti 

X 

nuec 

• 

Diaeaaet. 

White. 

Cblonred. 

i 

1 

i 

J 

ToiaU 

Local  Dibsa0B0— conl. 

'    Bespiratory— oon^. 

Congestion  of  the  Lnnga 

••• 

••• 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Pneumonia         

••• 

••• 

1 

1 

4 

— 

^ 

Bronoho-Pnenmonia     ••• 

••• 

••• 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

PhthiaiB 

••• 

••• 

4 

— 

1 

6 

10 

DiaSSTITE— 

Htomatitia  (parasitio)    ••• 

••• 

••• 

— 

— 

— 

1 

I 

Disorders  of  Dentition  ••• 

••« 

••• 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

Inflammation  of  the  Stomach  ••• 

••• 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Indigestion  (Infantile)  ••• 

••• 

••• 

1 

— 

1 

— 

» 

Inflammation  of  Intestines 

••• 

••• 

4 

1 

4 

8 

IT 

Atrophy  of  Intestines  ••• 

••• 

•  •• 

1 

— 

- 

— 

I 

Ohstniction  of  Intestines 

••• 

••• 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Hernia  (nmbilioal)        ••• 

••• 

••• 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

••• 

••• 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Diarrhoaa 

••• 

•  •• 

8 

3 

10 

6 

27 

Inflammation  of  Liver  ... 

••• 

•  •• 

I 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Peritonitis          

•«• 

••• 

1 

1 

— 

— 

t 

Dropsy     •••        ...        ••• 

••• 

•  •• 

1 

— 

1 

— 

% 

Ubinaby— 

Acate  Nephritis 

••• 

••• 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Brights  Disease 

••• 

••• 

1 

3 

4 

5 

la 

Inflammation  of  the  Bhidder 

••• 

••• 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Digitized  by  vnOOQ iC 


39 


Table  IL^^eantinuetL 


BlKinTDAy 

1899. 


White. 

Ooloored. 

Diaeuet. 

1 

fe 

1 

1 

.Total. 

liOGAL  DISBA8B8— eofil. 

GlNBBATITa — 

Btrioiim  of  Urethra     •••        ••§        ••• 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

AiSaotions  oonnaoted  with  Parturition— 

BtiU  BirUi    •••        •••        •••        •••        ••• 

6 

6 

17 

10 

39 

DiMaM  of  the  SUn— 

JSosamia        •••       •••        •••        ••«       ••• 

— 

1 

— 

1 

INJURIES- 

Gbubral— 

Miiltipl6  Injiuj  ••«        ••«        •#•        ••• 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

7 

Exhaiiation  (from  what  not  difEaren- 
tiated). 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Shock  (from  Snbmaraion  and  Bnma 
reapeotively). 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

liOGAL— 

Wonnda  (aalf -infliotod) 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Oonooaaion  of  the  Brain          *^ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total  Oanaaaapediied  .««       ... 

74 

75 

119 

122 

390 

Oaoaea  not  apedfied      

2 

1 

4 

4 

11 

Genoral  Total 

76 

76 

123 

126 

401 
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Bermuda, 
1899. 


Tablv 
Meteorologieod  Observations^ 


Observations  taken  Oailj  at  8.41  a.m,  and  8.41  p.m. 


Atmospheric  preesare  in  inoheii 

Temperatare  of  the  Air. 

Belativo 

ij 

Daily 
Bange. 

IContti. 

p 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

■1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Jumary.. 

90-229 

90064 

9 

29*792 

20 

-692 

68-8 

71*9 

9 

60*6 

9 

9*8 

14-7 

80-9 

64*2 

11 

February 

90'IM 

90*649 

15 

29-775 

19 

-768 

64*2 

76*1 

22 

62*4 

9 

8*8 

16*9 

78-0 

68-9 

14 

t    liaroh    .. 

90148 

90-418 

12 

29-774 

24 

-644 

64-4 

76*9 

5 

68*2 

91 

10*9 

19-9 

74*1 

48*8 

21 

▲prfl      .. 

90*066 

90*908 

26 

29-817 

6 

•691 

69*6 

75-9 

1 

60*4 

15 

10*9 

18-9 

76-8 

51-2 

7 

May      .. 

30-069 

90-963 

29 

29-766 

9 

•607 

67*0 

80*2 

91 

66-6 

6 

9*8 

190 

81*0 

68*6 

11 

June 

90-174 

90*286 

2 

90-006 

20 

-280 

75*6 

840 

28 

66*2 

1 

10*6 

14-8 

86*6 

07*9 

24 

July       .. 

90-191 

90-919 

7 

29-994 

90 

•979 

79-6 

87*4 

28 

69-4 

2 

11*0 

14-8 

82-4 

68*4 

27 

▲Qgart  .. 

90-092 

90-146 

18 

29-866 

4 

-280 

79*9 

90*4 

66-6 

1» 

10*6 

16*2 

82*2 

67*2 

9 

8ei»tember 

90-078 

90-264 

19 

29-876 

12 

-878 

76*6 

86-0 

67-2 

19 

10*6 

19*6 

82*9 

69-1 

17 

Oetober.. 

90-109 

90*248 

4 

29-968 

20 

'281 

79*8 

89-2 

66-4 

29 

7-2 

11*6 

78*8 

68-9 

26 

NoTBOiber 

90-049 

90*999 

8 

29-666 

24 

-748 

67-6 

80-0 

66-6 

26 

8-2 

16*6 

74*7 

68-4 

21 

Baoember 

90-OSl 

90-461 

18 

29*629 

29 

-828 

68-6 

79*2 

47-8 

11 

8-2 

17*6 

74-7 

57-2 

U 

Mean  AtmotpherioPreiBnre  for  the  year 90116  inohee. 

Mean  Temperature  of  the  air  for  the  year 60^  degrees. 

Mean  Belatiye  Humidity  for  the  year         791)  per  cent. 

Mean  Hourly  Velocity  of  Wind  for  the  year        8*6  miles. 
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IIL 


Bbsmuda, 
1899. 


Bermuda^  1899. 

Obserratory,  Prospect  Hill, 

Latitude  32*  17'  40'  North ;  Longitude  64*  47'  00*  West. 

Elevation  151  feet  above  sea  level. 


I 


DlrMtioB  of  Wind. 
Komber  of  Obtertrntloiii  from 


t 
I 


I 


I 


YalooilyoCmDd. 


I 


PrMipitatloii. 


i 


18 


8'0 

10*6 
9*8 

10*8 
7*» 
6*0 
6*8 
6*8 
7*8 

10*1 
7*8 

10*4 


17*8 
»'S 
18*6 
S'6 
18*4 
12*8 
U'6 
18*8 
»'% 

n's 

14*9 
88*6 


N.S.   S 

W.  14 
W.  90 
V,  6 
N.     10 

aw.n 

8.W.U 

aw.  7 

B.W.18 
N.B.SS 
K.B.S4 


6*00 
8*39 

8*08 
6*98 
4*10 
4*91 
6*08 
6*04 
8*01 
1*08 
6*17 
4*67 


1*88 
1*01 

*86 
1*68 
1*16 
8*16 
8*08 
1*14 
8*00 

*00 
1*80 
1*40 


JftBoary. 

Much 
▲priL 
Miy. 

Jum. 

Jnly. 

Anguflt 

SaptemlMr 

OctolMr. 

NoTembtr 

Deoembtr. 


Total  amonot  of  ninf:Jl  for  the  year .  • 
DUrerence  of  rainfall  from  average  of  the  past 
Bain  fell  on  191  dayi  dnring  the  year. 


Bine  years 


67-91  inch 
817inoheil 


E.  J.   HARRId, 

Sergeant^  Royal  Army  Medical  Corp$. 
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britoh  No.  3. 


1899. 


BRITISH  GUIANA. 


MEDICAL  REPORT  FOR  1899. 

Estimated  population  for  the  year  1899,  287,288  ;  Births, 
8,275 ;   Deaths,  8,352.     Birth  rate  per   1,000,  29 ;   Death  rate 

Sir  1,000,  29.     Comparison  with  previous  year — Birth  rate  30 ; 
eath  rate,  34  per  1,000. 

The  relative  mortality  in  the  different  quarters :  March, 
2,632  ;  June,  2,093 ;  September,  1,828  ;  and  December,  1,799. 

1,929  Vaccinations  were  performed  durins  the  year.  The 
Colony  was  again  free  from  smallpox,  although  it  was  prevalent 
in  some  of  the  neighbouring  countries,  against  which  strict 
quarantine  measures  were  enforced. 

The  principal  diseases  occurring  during  the  year  were  :*- 
Malarial  Fevers,  Diarrhcea,  Phthisis,  Dysentery,  Pneumonia, 
Bright's  Disease  and  Heart  Disease. 

Of  the  above  diseases,  Diarrhcea,  Dysenterv,  and  Phthisis 
shew|9d  higher  totals  than  last  year,  but  none  of  them  appeared 
in  an  epidemic  form. 

^^  Fevers ''  although  responsible  for  the  largest  number  of 
deaths,  shewed  a  reduction  on  last  year. 

The  greatest  number  occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year, 
and  the  smallest  in  the  third. 

A  few  isolated  cases  of  Htemo-Globunuric  Fever  appeared  in 
the  first  and  third  quarters.  There  were  also  a  few  cases  of 
*^ Typhoid  Fever"  and  they  also  appeared  in  places  not  con- 
tiguous to  each  other. 

^^  Diarrhoea "  shewed  a  large  increase  on  last  year.  The 
deaths  for  the  first  quarter  were  abnormally  high,  being  nearly 
twice  as  much  as  the  total  for  each  of  the  other  quarters.  The 
last  quarter  shewed  the  smallest  number. 
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A  few  cases  of  "  Choleraic  Diarrhoea  "  ended  fatally.  They 
occurred  in  equal  numbers  in  the  first,  second,  and  fourth 
quarters,  but  none  in  the  third,  and  also  in  or  near  the  same 
districts. 

^'  Phthisis  "  shewed  a  verj  small  increase  on  last  year.  The 
greatest  number  occurred  in  the  first  and  last  quarters ;  the 
second  and  third  quarters  being  about  the  same. 

'^  Dysentery "  is  one  of   the  few  diseases  which  shewed  an 
excess  over  last  year.     It  appeared  in  equal  numbers  in  the  last 
two  quarters,  which  shewed  me  smallest  numbers  ;  the  first  and  * 
second  quarters  shewing  very  much  higher  totals. 

^^  Pneumonia  "  was  about  the  same  in  each  of  the  quarters. 

^^  Bright's  Disease  "  was  highest  in  the  second  and  first  quarters 
and  lowest  in  the  third. 

^^  Heart  Disease  "  was  about  the  same  in  each  of  the  quarters  ; 
the  last  shewing  the  fewest  deaths. 

This  year  as  compared  with  last  year  was  much  healthier,  each 
juarter,  with  the  exception  of  the  second,  shewing  less  deaths 
than  in  the  previous  year.  The  first  quarter  of  the  year  shewed 
the  highest  number  of  deaths,  but  is  lower  than  the  total  for  the 
corresponding  quarter  last  year.  There  has  been  no  case  o£ 
Yellow  Fever  smce  the  Autumn  of  the  year  1888. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Colony  is  fairly 
satisfactory. 

The  water  supply  of  the  Town  is  good ;  on  the  Sugar  Estates 
it  is  gradually  unproving,  but  in  the  villages  it  is  anything  but 
satisfactory,  especially  in  the  dry  weather. 

Drainage  on  the  whole  b  good,  but  in  the  wet  weather  most  of 
the  villages  are  inundated,  the  result  of  defective  drainage. 

In  some  parts  of  Georgetown,  there  is  still  a  considerable 
amount  of  overcrowding  in  improperly  ventilated  rooms. 
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0UIANA, 
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Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths  in  1899,  at  the  following 
Institutions  : — Geobgetown  Hospital,  Bebbice 
Hospital,  Suddie  Hospital,  Babtica  Hospital, 
mobawhanna  hospital,  &c. 


Yearly 

Total. 

DiseaaeB. 

Remarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

GENERAL  DISEASES— 

Small-pox      

— 

— 

jzLoaoios          •••        •••        •••        ••• 

4 

— 

Typhus          

— 

— 

Dengue          

— 

— 

Inflaenza       •••        •••        •••        ••• 

4 

— 

Diphtheria     

1 

— 

Febricula       

7 

— 

Enteric  Pever          

3 

1 

x^nolera          •••        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

— 

Dysentery      •••        •••        •••        ••• 

425 

169 

Yellow  Fever           

— 

— 

379 

21 

(a.)  Intermittent 

1,813 

28 

' 

(h.)  Remittent     

157 

12 

(c.)  PemidonsB.           

5 

3 

Cachexia        

20 

5 

Erysipeha      

19 

3 

Pysmia         •••        •••        •••        ••• 

3 

2 

SepticsBmia    •••        •••        •••        ••• 

80 

59 

Tetanns         ...        «••        •••        ••• 

32 

17 

Tnberole 

594 

250 

Tnbercniar  Glands 

3 

— 

• 

Carried  forward 

3,549 

570 
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Georgetoton 

Hospital^  Sfc* — cont. 

Yearly 

Total 

DiaeaseB. 

Remarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

Brought  forward  ... 

••• 

3,649 

670 

G^ENBRAL  DlSBASB9-^C0n<. 

Leprosy— 

(a.)  Tubercular 

... 

15 

1 

(6.)  Ansssthetic 

••• 

46 

3 

' 

xawB  •••        •••        •••        «•• 

••• 

24 

— 

• 

Syphilis          

•  a. 

116 

13 

(a.)  Primary        

... 

2 

— 

(ft.)  Secondary     

•  a. 

31 

1 

(c.)  Tertiary        

... 

167 

5 

(d.)  Inherited       

... 

9 

3 

Gonorrhoea 

•  •• 

242 

— 

Venereal  Granuloma 

... 

4 

— 

Scurvy           ...        •••        ••• 

... 

4 

— 

Alcoholism     

•  •• 

16 

— 

Delirium  Tremens 

... 

1 

— 

Rheumatism  ••• 

... 

746 

— 

Rheumatic  Fever     

... 

1 

1 

New  Growth,  non-malignant 

... 

46 

1 

... 

67 

21 

Anaemia         

... 

203 

5 

Diabetes  mellitus     

... 

4 

— 

Marasmus      

... 

48 

39 

Diabetes  insipidus    

•  •• 

1 

— 

Starvation     

... 

2 

— 

Debility         ...        •••        .•• 

... 

246 

5 

6,586 

668 

Britibb 

GUIAMA^ 

1899. 
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Georgetown  Hospital^  Sfc. — oont. 


Yearly 

Total. 

Diseases. 

Remarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

LOCAL  DISEASBS— 

DiBBABBS  OP  THE  NSRYOUS  SYBTBM— 

Sob-section  1— 

Diseases  of  the  Nerves- 

Meningitis     

20 

14 

Encephalitis 

1 

1 

Abscess  of  Brain      

3 

3 

Congestion  of  Brain 

5 

1 

Cerobral  Tnmonr     

1 

— 

8nb-section  2— 

Functional  Nervous  Disorders — 

Apoplexy       •••        •••        ••• 

42 

9 

Paralysis        

25 

— 

Chorea           •••        •••        ••• 

1 

— 

Epilepsy        

70 

4 

Neuralgia       

51 

— 

Hysteria        •••        •••        ••• 

19 

— 

Sclerosis  of  Spinal  Cord     ... 

3 

— 

Potts  Disease 

1 

— 

Snb-section  3— 

Mental  Diseaseft— 

Idiocy •        

1 

— 

Mania            

125 

2 

Melancholia ... 

18 

1 

Dementia       

16 

1 

Delusional  Lisanity 

25 

— 

Carried  forward 

427 

36 
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Oeoryetown  Hasp 

itaU  i^c— 

cont. 

BRiTiai> 
airiAMA 

DiaeaidB. 

Yearly  Total 

1899 
Remarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

427 

36 

Local  Disbasss— (»>n<. 

DiBOues  of  the  Eye 

342 

— 

.,        Ear 

38 

— 

»,         y,       Noee          •••        ••• 

13 

— 

„         „       Circulatory  Syateai 

270 

62 

„        Respiratory  SyBtem 

1,246 

175 

„       Digestive  System... 

2,463 

187 

„          „        Lymphatic  System 

191 

— 

Urinary  System    ... 

683 

211 

„         „       Generatiye  System- 

Male  Organs      ... 

527 

8 

Female  Organs  ,. 

312 

7 

„        Omns  of 

LocomotiotA 

278 

— 

„          „        Cellular  Tissae     ... 

956 

10 

„        Skin           

560 

— 

8,306 

646 

Lijnries,  Oeneral         

10 

— 

y,            Local         ..•        ...        ... 

650 

11 

Soigical  Operations     

961 

10 

Malformations 

2 

— 

Poisons 

16 

4 

Parasites 

317 

2 

Anchyiostomiasis         

135 

13 

2,091 

40 

ef03 
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British  NO.  4. 

HONDUBAflL 

1899 

-        BRITISH  HONDURAS. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1899  BY  THE  COLONIAL 

SURGEON. 


(Extract.) 

Public  Hbalth. 

In  the   sense  that   no    rapidly    fatal    epidemic  disease    has 

Srevailed,  the  public  health  of  the  Colony  for  1899  may  be 
escribed  as  good.  But  this  is  not  the  sanitarian's  stand-point  of 
judging  such  a  matter.  So  long  as  there  are  what  Sir  John 
Simon  terms  "persistent  local  redundancies  of  preventable 
disease,"  it  is  not  possible  to  speak  of  the  public  health  as  good 
from  the  sanitarian's  point  of  view.  And  the  appended 
tables  of  mortality  shew  that  there  are  such  persistent  local 
redundancies  of  preventable  disease  ;  and  these  diseases  are  such 
as  are  usually  associated  with  a  damp  and  polluted  soil. 

In  the  matter  of  diseases  prevalent  in  the  Colony  there  is  but 
little  to  add.  Whooping-cough,  which  invaded  the  Colony  in 
October,  1898,  has  continued  to  prevail  and  has  contributed 
largely  to  the  mortality  of  infants,  and  raised  the  death  rate 
from  respiratory .  diseases.  One  case  of  Enteric  fever  was 
reported  during  the  year  in  Belize ;  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed 
post  mortem.  This  disease  has  been  occasionally  reported  in 
previous  years  from  Orange  Walk  and  Corosal,  but  so  far  as 
I  know  this  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  the  disease  has  been 
formally  reported  in  Belize.  From  time  to  time,  though 
relatively  rarely,  the  disease  has  been  reported  in  Central 
America  ;  Saillant  reported  eiffht  cases  of  typnoid  fever  as  being 
treated  in  the  Marine  Hospital  of  Vera  Cruz  in  1864  and  1865, 
and  ^'  Liddel  of  Panama,  and  Schwalbe  of  Costa  Rica,  a^ree  in 
the  opinion  that  typhoid  is  no  stranger  to  the  littoral  of  Central 
America,"*  and  further  we,  in  Belize,  have  had  a  case  in  the 
hospital  from  Livingstone,  Guatemala.  It  is  barely  possible 
that  the  disease  will  assume  any  proportions  in  Behze  as  the 
water  supply  is  on  the  "  separate  "  system,  that  is  to  a  consider- 
able extent  each  house  has  its  supply  from  a  separate  vat,  the 
^ater  being  rain  water  collected  from  the  roof. 

*  Hirso :  Historioo-Geographical  Pathology,  Vol.  I.  p.  638. 
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Anchyhstoma  was  reported  for  the  first  time  in  this  Colony  in     British 
1898.     During  last  year  it  was  frequently  observed.     In  Corosal  Honduras, 
•**  it  was  observed  in  selected  cases  this  worm  was  almost  invariably       ^f^* 
present    associated    with    Ascaris    lumbricoides    and    Oxyuris 
vermicularis ;"  and  in  Orange  Walk  the  Medical  OflScer  reports 
that  it  is  frequently  encountered,  and  is  responsible  for  much  of 
the  Ansmia  prevalent  among  the  Indian  population. 

Three  cases  of  HaBmoglobinuric  fever  (the  so-called  Black 
Water  fever)  occurred  during  the  year  in  Orange  Walk, 

Legislation, — During  the  year  ordinances  were  passed  including 
plague  in  the  cate^orv  oi  quarantinable  diseases ;  and  the 
provisions  of  the  Fubiic  Health  Ordinance,  1894,  making  it 
•compulsory  to  provide  all  houses  with  accommodation  for  water 
storage  were  repealed. 

Quarantine, — During  the  year  all  vessels  from  South  American 
ports  were  dealt  with  as  infected. 

Vaccination. — The  number  of  vaccinations  performed  by 
•official  vaccinators  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Belize  District 

Corosal  District  ••• 

Onnge  Walk  District 
Pnnta  Qorda  District ... 
Stann  Creek  District. •• 

Total 


Number. 


327 

164 

134 

70 

49 


744 


C.  H.  Etles, 

Colonial  Surgeon. 
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Death  Rate  during  the  First  Five  Quinquennial 
Pebiods  of  Life. 


Year. 

Total 
Death-rate. 

Age  GroupB. 

0to5. 

6  to  10. 

11  to  15. 

16  to  20. 

21  to  25. 

1891 

37462 

78-194 

17-306 

8-140 

20-938 

25-878 

1892 

38-297 

96-794 

19-266 

13-898 

14-056 

20-664 

1893 

40-953 

97-719 

19-245 

11-882 

14-431 

23-381 

1894 

36-718 

79-653 

14-985 

13-223 

14-794 

21-586 

1895 

31-122 

68-410 

14-513 

11-265 

14-042 

20-757 

1896 

28-893 

62-112 

8-774 

11112 

10-864 

17-691 

1897  ...   ... 

29-524 

66-930 

10-705 

6-92? 

12056 

22-619 

1898 

32-905 

82-034 

9-661 

7-682 

12-685 

18-800 

1899 

33-810 

90-028 

11-524 

8-139 

14-338 

16-884 

REPORT  ON  THE  PUBLIC  HOSPITAL,  BELIZE, 
FOR  THE  Y^AR  1899. 


(Extract). 

Typhoid  Fever. — One  case  of  Enteric  fever  was  admitted,  a 
Norwegian  gentleman  from  Livingstone ;  he  was  in  Hospital  for 
57  days,  having  had  two  relapses,  but  ultimately  made  a  good 
recovery. 

JRespiratofy  Diseases. — The,  mortality  still  keeps  high;  the 
<mses  ol  phtlusis  withiQ  this  Colony  are  both  acute  and  fatal. 
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Beri'Beri. — Two    oases    occurred    daring    the   year.     There     Bbitish 
cannot  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  diagnosis,  as  they  were  fairly  Honduras, 
typical  cases.     One  a  Spanish  Indian  inmate  of  the   Lunatic       ^^^- 
Asylum  who  was  chiefly  employed  in  the  Asylum  Garden.     He 
was  immediately  removed,  and  the  whole  Asylum  thoroughly 
fumigated  and  disinfected.     The  other  was  a  Swedish  sulor 
who  took  ill  on  the  voyage  from  one  of  the  Southern  ports  to 
this  place.    He  made  a  good  recovery,  but  in  the  first  case 
mentioned  it  proved  fatal. 


MEDICAL  REPORT  ON  THE  COROSAL  DISTRICT 
FOR  THE  TEAR  1899. 


(Extract.) 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Throughout  the  whole  year  a  mild  form  of  Whooping  Coueh 
has  been  prevalent.  Though  the  mortality  was  comparativdy 
slight,  fifteen  deaths  were  registered  from  this  disease  during  the 
year,  chiefly  confined  to  its  latter  half,  as  the  following  table  will 
shew. 

Deaths  from  Whopping  Cough  : — 

January 
February  '    ... 
March 
April 

May 

June  ... 

In  the  month  of  December  a  very  mild  epidemic  of  influenza 
was  prevalent,  but  no  deaths  were  registercid  from  this  disease. 


Pbevalevt  Diseases. 

Dysentery. — Twenty-one  deaths  were  registered  from  this 
disease,  as  against  20  m  the  ptevious  year,  20  in  1897,  and  23  in 
1896.  As  usual  it  was  most  prevalent  during  the  rainy  season, 
9  out  of  the' 21  deaths  taking  place  during  the  months  of  August 
September,  and  October.  As  noticed  in  former  years,  the 
disease  when  it  occurred  in  the  dry  season  was  of ^  a  far  more 
malignant  type  than  during  the  rainy  selison. 

Cf02  D  3 


...    1 

July      ... 

...     3 

...  — 

August ... 

...     2 

...  — 

Septetnlwr 

...     1 

...  ^— 

October 

...     2 

...    1 

November 

...     8 

...  — 

December 

...     2 
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...    1 

July 

...  — 

...   1 

August... 

...     6 

...     2 

September 

...     2 

...     2 

October   , 

...     1 

...     1 

November 

...     2 

...     2 

December 

...     1 

54 

The  deaths  were  distributed  as  follows : — 

January 
February 
March 
April 

May 

June  ••• 

Several  cases  of  Anchylostoma  Duodenale  were  treated ;  it 
was  observed  that  in  selected  cases  this  worm  was  almost 
invariably  present,  often  associated  with  Ascaris  Lumbricoides, 
and  Oxyurus  Veluncularis. 

Tuberculosis  has  within  the  last  two  years  become  far  more 
prevalent  in  the  District.  There  were  9  deaths  during  the  year 
£rom  it,  and  10  in  1898,  as  against  4  in  1897,  and  4  in  1896. 

Leprosy. — One  death  occurred  from  this  disease  during  the 
year.     The  patient  was  not  an  inmate  of  the  leper  hut. 

Vital  Statistics. — The  total  number  of  births  registered  during 
the  year  was  255,  as  against  216  in  the  previous  year.  The 
total  number  of  deaths  was  241  as  against  214  in  the  year  1898. 
The  death  rate  is  considerably  higher  than  that  of  the  previous 
year,  being  the  highest  recorded  since  1894,  as  the  following 
table  shews : — 


Year. 

Death  Bate. 

1893. 

61-263 

1894 

55-346 

1895. 

40-927 

1896. 

42-480 

1897. 

42-123 

1898. 

44-187 

1899. 

49-762 

The  infantile  mortality  is  even  worse  than  last  year.  The 
number  of  deaths  registered  of  children  under  5  years  of  age 
was  103,  as  arainst  86  in  1898 ;  forming  no  less  than  42*74  of 
the  entire  death  rate,  as  a^inst  40*01  per  cent,  in  the  previous 
year.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  of  children  under  1  year 
was  54,  or  22*40  per  cent,  of  the  entire  death  rate.  In  fact  the 
large  increase  in  the  death  rate,  over  that  of  last  year,  is  entirely 
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due  to  the  increased  infantile  mortality.  I  have  over  and  over 
aeain  pointed  out  that  this  wholesale  slaughter  of  children, 
which  appears  to  be  getting  worse  year  by  year,  might  easilj  be 
remedied  bj  compelling  labourers  to  make  some  provision  for 
their  wives,  or  concubines,  and  their  families,  when  they  obtain 
their  advances  at  Christmas  time,  instead  of  spending  the  whole 
of  their  money  in  the  course  of  a  few  days'  or  weeks'  aebauchery» 
and  leaving  their  families  to  starve  while  they  go  to  their  work 
on  the  Mexican  side,  or  elsewhere,  outside  the  Colony.  Failing; 
this  the  employers  and  contractors  might  be  asked  to  keep  back 
some  portion  of  their  men's  pay,  for  the  maintenance  ox  their 
families  during  their  absence.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that 
the  births  among  the  Indian  population  exceed  the  deaths  by 
5,114  of  the  former  being  registered  against  109  of  the  latter. 

The  deaths  were  fairly  equally  distributed  amongst  the  months 
of  the  year  ;  no  particular  month  or  season  appears  to  have  been 
exceptionally  unhealthy.  ' 
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Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths  in  the  Ybab  1899 
at  the  CoBOSAL  Hospital. 


Yeurly  Total 

Difleasee. 

Bemarki. 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

GENERAL  DISEASES— 

• 

SmaU-pox      

..        ...          "^ 

— 

Meadefl         

..        ...          "" 

— 

Typhna          

»•■        ••■          ^^ 

— 

Deogue          

»••        ...          ^" 

— 

Inflnena       

1..        ...          ■■" 

Diphtheria     

»..        •••          — 

*" 

Febrioola 

»•■        •••          "^^ 

Enteric  Fever 

»..        ...          "^ 

— 

Cholera          

»•■        ...          """ 

— 

DyBenterj      

2 

— 

Yellow  Fever 

•■•        ■«.          ■"" 

— 

Malarial  Feyer— 

(a.)  Intennittent ... 

24 

— 

(h.)  Bemittent     ... 

••«               ...                               ^ 

1 

(c.)  PemieiouB  Bemitien 

t                  ...                   — 

— 

Erysipelas      

»■•                a*.                     ^■" 

— 

Fvsinia         

1..                ...                     ^■" 

— 
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Oorotal  Hospital — cont. 


Yearly  Total. 

*    DiaeasM. 

. 

Bemarka. 

Oaaea. 

Deaths. 

GlNBBAL  DlBIABlS— COfit 

XOtUlllB           •••          •••          ,«,          „, 

— 

— . 

Tttbctow       •••        •••        ,,,        ,„ 

— 

— 

Lepro^y^ 

(a.)  Tabefonlar   ..• 

2 

— 

(5.)  AiuBrthatioYaws     

— 

— 

Syphilk- 

(a.)  Primuy        ., 

1 

— 

(h.)  Seoondary     

— 

— 

(c.)  Inherited       

— 

— 

GononhoBa    •••        •••        •••        ••» 

— 

— . 

Hydrophobia           

— 

•» 

Scnryy          •••        •• , 

— 

— 

Aloohohim    •••        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

— 

Delirium  Tremena 

— 

— 

Bhemnatiam 

9 

^ 

Bhemnatio  Fever     

— 

— 

VOUv      ■••                 •••                 •••                 Baa                 ••• 

— 

— 

New  Growth,  non-malignant 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ansmia         •        

1 

— 

— 

— 

„      ineipidns    .,. 

— 

— 

Debility         

3 

— 

Bbitibh 
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Corosal  Hospital — cont. 


Yearly  Total. 

Diaeaset. 

'Remarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

LOCAL  diseases- 

Diseases  0?  THE  Nervous  Stbtbu— 

Sub-section  1— 

.  : 



DisMses  of  the  Nerves — 

Neuritis 

— 

^ 

Meningitis'     

.    _,  , 

— 

Myelitis         

...    _,,. 

— 

HydrocephaluB         

— 

— 

Enoephslitis 

1 

— 

Abscess  of  Brain      

1 

1 

Congestion  of  Brain 

— 

— 

Bub-section  2— 

Functional  Nervous  Disorders- 

Apoplexy       

1 

1 

Paralysis       

— 

— 

Chorea          •..        , 

— 

— 

Epilepsy        

— 

— 

Neuralgia      

— 

— 

Hysteria        

1 

— 

Sub-section  5— 

Mental  Diseases- 

Idiocy 

— 

^- 

Mania ... 

— 

— 

Melancholia 

— 

^ 

Dementia      

^ 

^ 

Delusional  Insanity 

— 

- 
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Oorosal  Hospital — cont. 


A 

fiOVDURAa, 

Yearly 

Total. 

1899. 

Diseases. 

Remarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Disbasbb— <x)n<. 

Diseases  of  the  Eye 

2 

— 

„          „        Ear 

1 

— 

n         »        rfose...        •••        ,•• 

2 

— 

„         „        Circulatory    System 

2 

— 

,1          „        Respiratory  System 

27 

5 

„          „        Digestiye  System  ... 

21 

1 

„         „        Lymphatic  System... 

1 

— 

„         n        Uriiuury  System     ... 

4 

— 

„         „        Generative  System- 

—    • 

— 

Male  Organs     ... 

3 

— 

Female  Organs ... 

1 

— 

)i         II        Organs  of 

Locomotion. 

•     — 

— 

,1         1,       OeUnlar  Tisane     ... 

— 

— 

f%         II       Bkin ...        ...        .„ 

8 

— 

Injuiesi  General         

— 

— 

II       ijooal  ...        ...        ...        ,„ 

46 

5 

Surgical  Operations     

— 

— 

Malformations 

_ 

^~- 

Jroisons    ...          ...          ...         ,,.         ,„ 

•» 

-^ 

irarasitoa...       ...        ...       ,.,       .„ 

* 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases 

9 

— 

Total 

169 

14 
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BRitisH     ANNUAL  MEDICAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  DISTRICT 
^"^m^^  OF  ORANGE  WALK  FOR  THE  YEAR  1899. 


(Extract.) 

Infectious  Disbasbs. 
Nil 

Pbevalbnt  Diseases. 

Without  a  doubt  malarial  fever  takes  the  first  place  among  the 
diseases  met  with  in  this  district.  The  intermittent  form  of  this 
malady  is  generally  mild  ;  the  remitting  and  pernicious  forms  on 
the  other  hand  are  severe,  and  often  end  fatalfy.  Three  cases  of 
hemoglobinuria  fever  occurred  in  the  town  of  Orange  Walk. 
These,  though  rarely  met  with, .  are  of-  a  mild  type,  and  very 
different  to  the  dreaded  scourge  of  West  Africa. 

Of  the  parasitic  diseases  the  ascaris  lumbricoides  and  the 
anchylostomum  duodenale  are  most  frequently  encountered,  and 
they  are  responsible  for  a  great  deal  of  the  anaemia  which  prevails 
among  the  Indian  population.  The  oxyurus  vermicularis  occurs 
in  joung  children,  but  is  not  so  common  as  the  two  preceding, 
while  the  "jigger"  and  the  "beefworm,"  the  larval  form  of  the 
dermatobia  noxialis,  have  occasionally  called  for  medical  treat- 
ment. Diarrhoef^  and  dys^tery  occur  throughout  the  year,  and 
without  exception  in  cases  where  impure  water  is  regularly  drunk. 
Of  the  pulmonary  diseases  phthisis  pulmozialis  is  the  most  formid- 
able, and  especially  so,  as  one  of  the  features  of  the  malady  is  its 
rapid  development  and  progress  towards  a  fatal  termination. 
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APPENDIX    TO    ANNUAL    REPORT.  HbSSe, 

1899. 


Three  cases  of  hsmoglobinuria  occurred  during  the  year  1899, 
and  they  maj  be  placed  oh  record,  as  the  disease,  or  the  symptom 
of  one  form  of  malarial  fever,  is,  comparatively  speaking,  rare  in 
this  Colony.  Cases  have  occurred  previously  in  this  district,  and 
one  case  was  recorded  by  Dr.  Brown,  of  Stann  Creek.  In  no  way 
does  this  malady  approach  the  dreaded  blackwater  fever  of  the 
West  Coast  of  Amca,  the  only  points  of  similarity  being  the 
presence  of  hsmoglobin  in  the  urine,  and  the  subsequent  an»mia 
and  prostration. 

Case  No.  1. — Miss  L.  P.,  aetat  10.  Tucatecan  girl,  bom  in 
Orange  Walk.     I  was  called  on  October  14th,  1899. 

I  found  the  patient  restless,  complaining  of  backache  and 
vomiting,,  the  skin  was  jaundiced,  and  the  temperature  was 
103  de^s.  Fahr.  Dark,  porter-coloured  urine  was  passed  earlier 
in  the  day,  some  of  which  was  reserved  for  examination ;  it  was 
opaque,  and  after  standing  a  few  hours  deposited  a  dark,  tarry- 
loobng  sediment.  The  treatment  consisted  of  warm  loin  foment- 
ations, a  diuretic  mixture  of  acetate  of  potash  and  tincture  of 
digitalis,  demulcent  drinks  frequently,  and  small  doses  of  phena- 
x^etin,  followed  later  by  ethyl  carbonate  of  quinine. 

On  October  16th  the  temperature  wvs  normal,  and  the  patient 
felt  much  better.  A  slight  relapse,  however,  occurred  at  noon, 
when  the  urine  again  contained  hiemoglobin;  at  3  p.m.  the 
thermometer  registered  101  degs.,  and  at  6  p.m.  it  fell  to  normal, 
and  there  were  no  further  symptoms  of  importance.  Convalescence 
was  retarded  by  an  abscess  of  the  axilla. 

Note. — No  quinine  was  administered  before  the  attack. 

Case  No.  2.— Miss  P.  G.,  »tat  17.  Yucatecan  girl,  just 
arrived  from  Metida,  in  Yucatan.  She  took  ill  on  August  17th, 
1899,  with  high  fever  and  pain  in  the  head  and  loins,  for  which 
quinine  grains  xii.  was  administered  bv  her  mother.  During  the 
night  the  urine  was  black,  and  a  sample  was  reserved  for  inspec- 
tion. I  was  called  the  next  morning,  August  18th,  and  found  the 
Ktient  prostrate.  She  was  jaundiced,  and  complained  of  intense 
ring  pains  in  the  small  of  &e  back  ;  the  stomach  was  irritable, 
and  a  good  deal  of  bile  was  vomited  frequently.  Temperature, 
lOl  degs. ;  pulse,  130  ;  respirations,  40. 

As  in  the  last  case  the  treatment  consisted  of  a  diuretic 
mixture,  demulcent  drinks,  and  phenacetin,  to  reduce  the  temper- 
ature, and  relieve  the  headache. 
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Bbitisjb.        Hflsmoglobinuria  wag  passed  on  the  18th,  19th  and  20th  at 

^^iSy^'  Angoflt,  and   then    gudaenlj  stopp^     The    acate  BjmptomB 

_^^      graduallj  subsided,  and  conyalescence  was  tardj.    On  September 

14th  I  was  called  again,  but  on  this  occasion  there  was  fever 

alone,  and  the  treatment  terminated  in  a  course  of  quinine  and 

iron. 

Case  No.  3. — C.  P.  Yucatecan  girl,  sBtat  10.  Took  iU  on 
September  12th.  She  had  sl%ht  fever  during  the  night,  and  was 
reported  to  have  been  restless.  In  the  earlj  morning  she  passed 
a  quantitj  of  dark-coloured  urine.  I  saw  her  shortly  afterwards, 
ana  found  temperature  normal,  and  the  skin  moist  and  acting 
well.  Beyond  some  slight  pain  in  the  back,  and  a  feeling  (3 
weakness  and  lassitude,  there  was  no  symptom  of  gravity  to 
record.  In  this  case  the  urine  resembled  claret,  and  was  trans* 
lucent  when  the  urine  glass  was  held  to  the  li^ht ;  a  black  deposit 
of  flocculent  haemoglobin  occurred  after  a  few  hours'  standing. 
The  only  treatment  necessary  in  this  case  was  a  few  doses  of 
quinine  in  five-grain  doses. 

Fbbdebick  Kett, 

ABfistant  Colonial  Surgeon. 
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Bbtubh  of  D1SBA8B8  and  Dbaths  for  the  Ybab  1899       h^cul 

1899 

at  the  Obavgb  Walk  Hospital.  ' 


Yearly  Total 

JXamam. 

Remarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

GBNBttAL  DISEASES— 

Smftll-poz      tf*       •••       •••       ••• 

--. 

.» 

MftMlW            #••          •••         •••         ••• 

— 

— 

Typhus         ft*       •••       •••       ••• 

— 

—      • 

Jnfluensa 

— 

— 

Diphtheria     •       ••• 

— 

— 

Febrioola      •••       •••       •••       ••• 

— 

— 

BSntorio  lever...       •••       •••       ••• 

— 

— 

Obolera        

— 

— 

DyBentary     

4 

— 

XellOW  sBYCt            •••         •••         ••• 

— 

— 

Malarial  Fevexw 

(a.)  Intermittent 

27 

.. 

(M  Remittent     

2 

— 

(c.)  Pernicious     • 

— 

— 

Erysipelas     

— 

— 

Pyamia         •••       •••       •••       .., 

— 

— 

SepticBBmia    ••.        •••        ••• 

— 

— 
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British 

HOVDUBAS 

1899] 


Orange  Walk  Hospital — cont. 


Yearly  Total. 

DiBeaaes. 

Bemarks. 

Oasea. 

Deaths. 

General  Disbabbs— c<wi<. 

Tetanus         .„        ... 

.•« 

•  •« 

— 

— 

Tubercle       

••• 

•  •• 

— 

— 

.   Le|kEoay— 





(a.)  Tubercular    ... 

••• 

•  •• 

— 

— 

(5.)  AxuBBthetic    ... 

••• 

..•• 

— 

Taws: 

*•. 

•  •• 

— 

Syphilia— 

- 

(1.)  Primary 

..; 

•  •• 

1 

—  ■ 

^2.)  Secondary     ... 

••. 

... 

3 

1 

■ 

(3.)  Inherited       ... 

••• 

... 

— :- 

■  ■  — 

Gonorrhooa    ••• 

... 

•  •« 

—  • 

—  ' 

Hydrophobia...  '     ... 

..V 

•  •• 

— 

—  ■ 

Scurvy           ...  *      ... 

••. 

•  •• 

—  •     • 

•     —  • 

Alcoholism    ... 

••. 

... 

— 

— 

Delirium  Tremens    ... 

••• 

•  •• 

— 

— 

BhenmatiBm 

••a 

•  •• 

3 

— 

Bheumatio  Fever     ... 

•  •« 

•  •• 

— 

— ■ 

Gout 

•  •• 

.*• 

— 

— 

... 

— 

— 

„             malignant 

•  •• 

— 

— 

Anemia         

•  •• 

11 

1 

Diabetes  MelUtus     ... 

•  •* 

— 

— 

„        insipidus  ... 

•  •• 

— 

— 

Debility         

... 

— 

— 
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Orange   Walk  Hospital — cont. 

Yearly  Total. 

Diseases. 

Remarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths.    ' 

t 

LOCAL  diseases- 

Diseased  OP  THE  Nervous  System— 

Sub-seotion  l— 

Diseases  of  the  Nerves— 

Nearitis         

— 

— 

Meningitis     

— 

— 

Myelitis         

— 

— 

Hydrooephalus         

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

Abscess  of  Brain      

— 

— 

Congestion  of  Brain 

— 

— 

Sub-section  2— 

Functional  Nervous  Disorders 

— 

— 

Apoplexy       

— 

— 

Paralysis        

2 

t 

Chorea           

— 

— 

Epilepsy        

1 

— 

Neuralgia       ....      

2 

— 

Hysteria        

— 

— 

Sub-section  3 — 

Idiocy 

— 

— 

Mania 

— 

— 

Melancholia 

— 

— 

Dementia       

— 

— 

Delusional  Insanity 

— 

— 

British 

Honduras, 

1899. 
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Bbitibb                                    Orange  Walk  I 

iospttal — < 

K)nt. 

1899. 

Yearly 

Total. 

Diseaaes. 

Remarks. 

Gases. 

Deatha. 

Local  Dibbabbb— eon<. 

Diseases  of  the  Eye 

1 

— 

t»          11        Ear  •••        ...        ••• 

— 

— 

„          „        Nose           

— 

— 

„          „        Circalatory  System 

3 

1 

„          „        Respiratory  System 

7 

4 

„        Digestive  System... 

9 

— 

„          „        Lymphatio    System 

1 

— 

„         „        Urinary  System    ... 

3 

— 

„         „       Generative  System- 

Male  Organs      ... 

1 

— 

Female  Organs  ... 

— 

— 

»i         9f        Orffans  of 

Locomotion. 

.^ 

""        1 

n         n        Cellalar  Tissue     ... 

16 

""        1 

„         „        Skin 

InJDrieii,  General         

— 

tt            JjOvBI  ...             •*•             ...             St. 

15 

— 

Surgical  Operations     

4 

"" 

Malformations 

"^ 

Poisons 

— 

Parasites 

6 

1 

1 
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MEDICAL  REPORT  ON  THE  TOLEDO  DISTRICT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1899.  aSSSSm 

1899. 


(Extract.) 

The  morbidity  of  the  district  has  been  high  throuffhout  the 
year  1899,  probably  on  account  of  the  exoeptionallj  bad  weather 
-«an  excessiye  ramfall  of  142  inches  as  against  122  of  the 
previous  year — ^frequent  and  rapid  changes  m  temperature,  and 
sudden  variations  in  barometrical  pressure. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year  the  amount  of  sickness, 
chiefly  &om  trivial  ailments,  has  been  phenomenally  laree,  but 
fortunately  not  of  a  character  to  influence  the  death-rate.  Hence, 
as  ih  often  the  case,  the  mortality  returns  give  but  a  poor  estimate 
of  the  general  health  average.  On  referring  to  Table  I.,  annexed, 
it  will  be  noticed  that  the  death-rate  has  even  been  lower  tluui 
in  1898  :— 

Table  I. 

1897 29*85  per  1,000  population. 

io9o  •••  ••«  .«•      <54*4«S     „        „  „ 

I099  •«.  ...  •.•       v«S  Of      jj         „  „ 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  1899  was  146,  as  compared  with 
142  in  1898.  But  the  estimated  mean  population  has  likewise 
increased. 

Table  II.  shews  the  birth-rate  per  1,000  for  the  last  three 
years,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  that  for  1899  is  slightly  smaller 
than  the  rate  for  1898,  though  greater  than  that  for  1897. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  1899  was  201,  as 
against  193  in  the  previous  year : — 

Table  11. 
1897         45*39  per  1,000. 

IO9O  •••  ...  •••  •••  4v    f  «7       „  „ 

l{5t7«7  ...  •••  ...  ••«      40*7d    ,,         „ 

The  Indian  population,  which,  roughly  speaking,  can  hardly  be 
at  most  as  much  as  one  quarter  of  the  entire  population  of  the 
district,  accounts  for  a  large  proportion  of  the  deaths.  For 
instance,  in  1898  the  total  number  of  Indian  deaths  was  73  out  of 
a  total  for  the  whole  district  of  142,  t.e.,  more  than  half ;  in  1899, 
out  of  a  total  for  the  district  of  146,  there  were  60  deaihs  amongst 
the  Indians. 

The  following  table  shews  the  total  number  of  Indian  deaths 
in  the  district  for  the  last  three  years : — 

Table  III. 

xGv  I  ...  .»•  ...  ...  ...  ...        t  iC. 

XOvO  ...  ...  ...  ...  «•*  ...        t  «j. 

iov«f       ...         •••         ...         ...         •••         ••«     ou. 
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Bbitub       ^  This  beinff  mj  third  oonseeatiye  annual  medical  report  for  thig 
18M*^  difltrict,  to  ^taU  particulars  with  reference  to  water  supply,  food 

S       Bupplj)  disposal  of  refuse,  markets  and  slaughter-houses,  and 

cemeteries,  would  be  merely  to  submit  a  repetition  of  my  previous 
reports,  and  especially  the  report  for  tne  year  1897,  for  no 
noticeable  change  'has  taken  place  under  any  of  these  headings 
during  the  past  year. 

Pbeyalsnt  Diseases. 

My  remarks  on  this  subject  in  my  report  for  1898  (and  1897) 
are  applicable  to  1899.  Mild  types  of  malarial  fevers  have  been 
the  prevailing  diseases.  The  conmion  cold,  bronchitis,  and 
pneumonia  probably  would  rank  next  in  order  of  frequency ;  but 
of  course  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  say  for  certain,  on 
account  of  the  absence  of  medical  men  in  the  district  other  than 
myself. 

The  peculiarly  typical  diseases  of  the  tropics — leprosy, 
elephantians,  &c.,  seem  to  be  conspicuous  by  their  almost  entire 
absence. 

Although  I  travel  a  good  deal  in  my  district,  chiefly  in  my 
capacity  as  District  Commissioner,  I  can  safely  say  that  I  have 
not  seen  more  than  one  case  of  elephantiasis  and  one  rather 
doubtful  case  of  leprosy  during  the  last  three  years.  No  cases 
anything  like  ben  beri  have  come  under  my  notice.  I  am 
perfectly  aware  that  the  value  of  such  negative  information 
entirely  depends  on  the  means  possessed  of  ascertaining  the 
required  facts,  and  the  knowledge  possessed  of  recognising  those 
facts  when  seen.  I  can,  however,  assert  that  my  opportunities 
for  observation  are  numerous,  and  my  experience  of  many  of  the 
diseases  referred  to,  especially  in  beri  beri,  is  not  below  the 
average. 

P.  T.  Cabpenteb, 

Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon^ 

District  Commissioner^  Toledo. 


Ptmta  Gorda,  8th  February,  190a 
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MEDICAL    REPORT    ON    THE    CAYO    DISTRICT    Bbitot 

FOR    THE   YEAR    1899,  ^®?£S?^' 

1899. 


(Extract.) 

The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  during  the  year  was  91, 
pring  a  mortality  of  29*546  per  1,000.  This  is  a  marked 
improvement  over  the  figures  for  the  preceding  year.  Infantile 
mortality  was  again  very  high.  In  my  report  for  the  Western 
district  for  1898  I  alluded  to  the  hk^h  aeath<-rate  which  obtained 
amongst  children,  and  I  mentioned  some  of  the  principal  causes 
which  conduced  to  it.  The  number  of  deaths  recorded  in  children 
of  five  years  of  afi;e  and  under  during  the  year  now  under  review 
was  47,  or  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  for  the  year.  An 
epidemic  of  whooping-cough,  which  invaded  the  district  in  April, 
remained  until  the  end  of  the  year,  and  was  largely  responsible 
for  the  lamentable  mortality,  but  I  consider  that  improper  feeding 
had  also  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

So  long  as  the  Cayo  remains  shut  out  from  the  rest  of  the 
civilised  world,  as.  it  practically  is  at  the  present  time,  with  its 
wretched  food  supply  at  exorbitant  prices,  I  fear  that  little  if  any 
improvement  in  tne  death-rate  can  be  looked  for.  Ready  means 
of  communication  with  the  capital  would  ensure  a  supply  of 
wholesome  and  good  food  at  moderate  charges  within  the  reach  of 
all ;  increased  prosperity  and  a  reduced  death-rate  would  follow. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  number  of  births  and  deaths, 
and  the  rates  per  1,000  per  annum  of  the  estimated  mean  popula- 
tion for  the  last  four  years  : — 


Yew. 

Deaths. 

Death  Bate 

per  1,000. 

Births. 

Birth  Bate 
per  1,000. 

1896       

73 

24-974 

98 

33-527 

1897       

107 

35-973 

104 

34-965 

1898       •••        ... 

118 

39-007 

116 

38-346 

1899       

91 

29-646 

133 

43-182 

iNFECTIOtrS   DiSEASBS. 


No  infectious  disease,  as  defined  by  section  48  of  Ordinance  29 
ot  1 894  was  reported  as  having  occurred  in  the  district. 
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BBIT18S  PbBVALBKT  DiSEASEB. 

H01fDUBA8| 

t899.  Owing  to  1117  abeence  from  the  Colony  during  the  year  I  am 

unable  to  Bay  very  much  on  this  head.     Upon  referring  to  the 

records  I  find  that  37  cases  were  returned  uncertified  as  ''  f eyer," 
presumably  malaria.  This  gives  a  death-rate  equal  to  12*013  per 
1,000,  as  compared  with  19*834  in  1898. 

The  term  "fever,"  used  so  frequently  in  connection  with 
uncertified  deaths,  is  very  vague,  and  conveys  no  definite  know- 
ledge of  the  true  cause  of  death,  which  may  be,  and  probably  is 
in  many  ^instances,  due,  not  to  malaiia,  but  to  quite  a  different 
malady. 

Dysentery  was  credited  with  five  deaths,  or  1*623  per  1,000  per 
annum  of  the  estimated  population,  a  slight  increase  on  the 
figures  for  1898,  whidi  sto(^  at  *661. 

▲n  epidemic  of  whoopin^-<»ugh  appears  to  have  invaded  the 
district  in  the  month  of  April,  and  stayed  until  the  end  of  the 
year,  occasioning  the  deaths  of  11  children. 

F.  L.  Davis, 
Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon. 
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THE    FIJI    MEDIQAL    REPORT    FOR    1898. 


Population. 

1.  The  estimated  popnlaftion  of  the  Colony  on  the  Slat  of 
December,  1898,  was  121,789  persons;  and  was  composed  of  the 
following  classes,  in  the  proportions  mentioned :  — 

Europeans  and  other  Whites          3,927 

Aboriglinal  Fijians 98,954 

East  Indian  immij^rants  and  their  children 12,320 ' 

Melanesian  and  Malajo-Polynesian  immigrants  ...  2,074 

Botumans        2,166 

Half-castes,  ftc.          1,238 

All  others        1,060 

Total        121,738 

The  Melanesians  are  natives  of  the  Solomon  Islands  and  of 
the  New  Hebrides;  the  Malayo-Polynesians,  classed  as  immi* 
grants,  are  from  the  GUlbert  Islands.  The  "  Others "  are  com* 
posed  of  a  medley  of  Samoans,  Tongans,  Tahitians,  Chinese, 
Madrasis,  Filipinos,  and  so  fortii,  but  are  principally  Samoans 
and  Tongans.  Only  20  Chinese,  one  African,  and  one 
llAlay  are  known  to  be  in  the  Colony. 

BiBTHS  AND  Deaths. 

2.  The  total  births  registered  numbered  4,078,  an  excess  of 
three  over  those  in  the  preyions  year.  The  deaths  amounted 
jb  4,713,  as  against  4,443  in  1897. 

3.  Of  arrivals  in  the  Colony  there  were  1,620 ;  and  ;of  depar* 
tures  947. 

4.  The  birth  rate  obtaining  amongst  this  mixed  population 
as  a  whole  is  a  datum  of  little  value  from  a  hyi^enic  point  of 
view.  Calcidated  on  the  estimated  mean  population  for  1898  it 
was  33*489  per  mille ;  and  the  death  rate,  arrived  at  in  a  similar 
manner,  was  38'70. 
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Fiji,  6.  In  tbe  table  of  "Population  and  Vital  SUttisticB/'  oblig- 

1898.  ingly  furnished  by  the  Acting  Begistrar-Qeneral,  which  forma 
"""^  Appendix  I.,  to  this  Beport,  some  further  details  are  shown  in 
regard  to  the  racial  distmctions  prevailing  in  the  Colony.  The 
extremely  low  birth  rate  obtaining  among  the  Polynesians,  there- 
in referred  to,  is  obviously  due  to  the  large  preponderance  of 
males  (nearly  as  6  to  1),  accounted  for  by  their  oeing  immigrant 
labourers.  The  "  Polynesians ''  so  called  in  that  table  are  really 
MelanesiaQs,  with  the  exception  of  200,  who  are  Qilbert  Islan- 
ders. But,  even  allowing  for  this  disproportion  in  the  sexes,  and 
supposing  them  for  the  moment  to  be  present  in  equal  numbers, 
the  birth  rate  of  this  class  would  still,  eateris  partbuSy  not  exceed 
18  per  mille.  lUs  result  is  probably  due  to  the  occurrence  of 
polyandry,  with  its  consequent  inf ecundity ;  and  to  jthe  regis- 
tration of  the  births  of  children  of  "Polynesian"  males  by 
Fijian  mothers  as  if  they  were  Fijian  births. 

6.  It  is  less  easy  to  explain  the  statement  that  only  2*1  children 
per  mille  were  bom  to  the  629  women  and  431  men  of  miscella- 
neous races  ("  others ")  in  the  Colony ;  but  it  is  most  probably 
biought  about  by  (1)  default  of  registration,  Iwhich  is  commoner 
among  these  people  than  among  more  responsible  residents,  (2) 
by  the  occurrence  of  .persons  of  mixed  blood  in  this  category, 
whose  children  are  registered  as  half-castes,  although  their  fidl 
title  to  that  degree  may  be  undetermined,  "and  (3)  by  the  migra- 
tory habits  of  the  Samoans,  who  number  many — especially  the 
females,  who  usually  prefer  going  to  their  mother  country  for  the 
lying-in  period. 

7.  In  Return  "  A "  the  information  required  for  comparison 
with  the  statistics  of  other  Crown  Colonies,  as  shown  in  their 
annual  medical  reports,  is  expressed. 

Pbevalencb  and  Character  op  Diseases 
Experienced. 

8.  The  year  was  not  productive  of  any  unusual  amount  of  sick- 
ness in  endemic  forms,  but  was  characterized  by  the  occurrence 
of  several  epidemic  visitations,  two  of  which — ^mumps  and 
measles — are  unusual  in  the  Colony.  The  general  type  of  illness 
was  not  to  be  called  severe ;  nor  was  it,  with  the  one  prominent 
exception  of  measles,  distinctly  mild. 

9.  There  is  no  source  from  which  a  record  of  the  seasonal  inci- 
dence of  illness  among  European  and  other  white  residents  can 
be  compiled  with  any  pretence  to  completeness.  The  monthly 
admissions  to  the  Colonial  Hospital  of  patients  of  this  class  are 
shown  below ;  but  their  small  number,  and  the  fact  that  they 
are  augment^  during  the  healthy  (cool)  season  by  the  presence 
of  Her  Majesty's  ships,  and  of  numerous  sugar  steamers,  which 
are  absent  during  the  greater  part  of  the  hot  months,  renders 
ih»m  unreliable  for  the  purpose  in  question. 
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Admissions  to  the  Colonial  Hospital,  Yeab  1898. 
(Whites  and  Fifinns  onlt/,) 


Cases. 

Jan. 

6 
4B 

Peb. 

4 
43 

Mar. 

10 
80 

ApL 

May. 

8 
58 

June. 

Europeans  &  other  whites 
Fijians     

7 
46 

11 
34 

Cases. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Total. 

Europeans  &  other  whites 
Fijians     

3 
32 

11 
59 

13 
38 

5 
79 

3 
72 

1 
60 

82 
647 

The  flnctaations  in  the  admisaion  rate  for  native  Fijians,  also 
expressed  in  the  table,  are  not  wide ;  and  they  depend  partly,  too, 
upon  accidental  influences  unconnected  with  season  or  dimate, 

7.  Sickness  among  the  people  at  lai^e  cannot  be  registered. 
But  it  is  different  among  the  indentured  Indian  immigrantsy 
who  work  on  plantations,  and  are  under  the  continuous  super- 
Tiaion  of  the  district  medical  officers.  A  table  is  therefore  pre* 
sented  in  which  are  shown  the  actual  number  of  admissions  to 
estate  hospitals,  month  by  month,  throughout  the  year,  and 
which  represents  a  summary  of  the  particiilars  given  in  greater 
detail  in  Return  ''  C,"  where  the  diseases,  as  well  as  the  mere 
headings  or  divisions,  are  specified:— 
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11.  From  these  figures  it  appears  that  local  diseases  pre- 
vailed less  dazing  ihe  cool  monuis  than  in  the  hot  season,  and 
that  the  same  tendency  manifested  itsdl,  on  the  whole,  in  regard 
to  diseases  ol  the  gj^neral  class,  though  in  their  case  it  was  in- 
terrupted during  the  course  of  June  and  July  by  the  occurrence 
of  influensa  in  an  epidemic  form. 

12.  The  accessions  to  the  sick  list  during  the  hot  months  were 
chiefly  due  to  diseases  of  tha  integumentary,  digestive,  and 
ophthalmic  divisionB ;  for  the  most  ^urt  ulcers,  diarrhoea,  and 
conjunctivitis. 

13.  Of  injuries,  496  in  all,  the  majority  took  place  in  the  course 
of  the  second  half-year,  which  is  the  cane-crusning  season,  when 
the  sugar  mills  are  in  full  work ;  the  number  being,  January  to 
June,  215;  July  to  December,  281.  Of  these,  11  were  general 
injuries^  with  six  deaths ;  the  remainder  were  local  injuries,  with 
three  deaths.  It  must  be  stated  that  three  of  the  deaths  caused 
by  injury  were  due  to  judicial  execution. 

14.  What  has  been  said  about  the  impracticabilitT  of  register- 
ing sickness  does  not  apply  as  regards  deaths;  the  mortality 
returns,  on  the  contrary,  are  colle<Sed  with  very  fair  precision. 
This  is  the  more  so,  in  f^t,  among  the  Fijians  themselves  than 
is  perhaps  the  case  with  the  unindentured  immigrant  population, 
at  least,  in  so  far  as  enumeration— apart  from  ttie  determination 
of  causes    is  concerned. 

In  the  table  which  follows  the  quarteiiy  ficrures  are  given ; 
and  the  death  rate  per  mille  calculated  for  each  quarter  on  the 
estimated  mean  population  of  each  race :  — 


Ist  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Baoe. 

D. 

Pep 

D. 

Per 

D. 

Per. 

mille. 

B. 

Per 
miUe. 

EnropeanB 

.      3 

•81 

6 

1-62 

9 

2-48 

6 

1-36 

Fijians 

1,167 

11-60 

1,166 

11-60 

1,046 

10-60 

943 

9-49 

M^^TfttifMttiMiii       ... 

12 

6-60 

16 

6-80 

6 

2-20 

$ 

2-76 

East  Indians     ... 

63 

617 

63 

436 

66 

4-61 

67 

4-68 

The  above  table  tokes  no  account  of  Botumans  nor  of  mixed 
bloods,  nor  miscellaneous  races.  The  figures  are  extracted  from 
the  registers  of  the  offices  in  which  they  are  officially  recorded. 
They  can  scarcely  be  held  to  indicate  any  particular  seasonal 

influence  over  mortality  during  the  vear  to  which  ihev  refer 

1888.  ^  a  J  jr 
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fuiy  Meteobological  Conditions,  Year  1898. 

foga 

»_  16.  In  Beturn  ''B/'  attached  to  this  Beport,  wiU  be  found  a 

Meteorological  Betoiii  for  the  year,  which  speaks  for  itself. 

The  conditions  of  the  islands,  as  represented  by  the  observa- 
tions officially  recorded  at  Suya,  are  therein  shown ;  but  it  mnst 
be  understood  that  there  is  a  remarkable  variely  in  the  climatic 
conditions  met  with  in  the  several  islands,  at  their  different  as- 
pects, such  as  is  inseparable  from  their  position — situated  as  they 
are,  well  within  the  belt  of  the  S.E.  trade-winds,  and  spread 
over  an  area  of  ocean  comprising  four  degrees  of  latitude  and 
five  degrees  of  longitude,  and  from  their  relative  disparity  in 
flice.  , 

These  difEerences  are  not  usually,  however,  considered  to  exert 
any  special  influence  upon  the  public  health  over  and  above  the 
naturally  debilitating  tendency  which  is  common  to  them  all  in 
a  somewhat  marked  degree,  lout  it  may  be  said  that,  speaking 
generally,  ophthalmia,  ringworm,  and  other  dirt  diseases  prevail 
most  in  the  districts  where  me  rainfall  is  least  equably  distributed. 

16.  Causes,  other  than  meteorological,  by  which  the  public 
health  was  more  or  less  affected  during  the  vear  were  epidemio 
diseases  introduced  from  abroad,  the  squalid  and  unclean  de- 
tails of  domestic  life  by  which  members  of  the  poorer  class  of 
natives  are  daily  surrounded,  insufficiency  of  nitrogenous  ele- 
ments in  their  regular  dietary,  the  use  of  impure  drinKing  water, 
the  absence  of  milk  and  the  substitution  for  it  of  unsuitable 
articles  of  food  for  infants  and  invalids,  the  preference  shown  by 
natives  for  insalubrious  building  sites,  and  their  igpaorance  and 
lethargy  in  regard  to  improving  them,  lack  of  surface  deanli- 
ness  in  the  villages,  unskilful  ^dwifery  and  child-nursing, 
illicit  sexual  intercourse,  the  prejudice  in  favour  of  allowing 
children  to  acquire  yaws,  the  prevalence  of  tokelau  and  other 
forms  of  ringworm,  and  the  indifference  and  ignorance^  on  the 
part  of  the  natives  with  regard  to  curing  cutaneous  disorders 
generally ;  lack  of  cleanliness  of  the  person,  clothing,  mosquito 
nets,  ma*s,  water  vessels,  and  cooking  pots;  and,  finally,  the 
inability  of  the  native  to  grasp  the  idea  of  communicability  of 
disease  by  physical  contagion  or  inoculation,  and  his  readiness 
to  attribute  infection  to  the  operation  of  occult  agencies,  by  way 
of  retribution  for  real  or  fancied  sins,  against  whose  influence  it 
is  useless  for  him  to  contend. 

Pabticular  Diseases. 

17.  The  particular  diseases  by  whose  occurrence  the  year  was 
distinguished  were  influenaa,  epidemic  pharyngitis,  mumps,  and 
measles.  Bowel  diseases,  among  the  non-epidemio  ones,  oc- 
cupied as  usual  a  pre-eminent  position ;  and  so  did  affections  of 
the  skin  (ulcers,  ringworm,  *c.). 
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Influensa  prevailed  chiefly  during  the  middle  of  the  year,  at       Fui, 
which  time  also  a  few  cases  of  mumps  declared  themselves ;  but       ^^^ 
the  latter,  after  a  recession  of  a  couple  of  months  or  more,  came       '""" 
more  prominently  under  notice  towards  the  fourth  quarter,  when 
it  affected  both  Europeans  and  Fijians. 

Pharyngitis,  of  a  febrile  and  catarrhal  kind,  visited  the  Colony 
in  an  epidemic  guise,  as  usual,  at  least  twice  during  the  year ;  but 
there  were,  in  addition,  a  not  inconsiderable  number  of  cases  of 
this  character  from  time  to  time  which  were  set  down  as  such 
rather  than  as  influenza  proper. 

In  tiie  first  week  of  the  month  of  August  a  case  of  measles  was 
detected  in  Suva — ^the  first  which  had  occurred  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  quarantine  station  since  1884.  Inasmucn  as  two  more 
cases  directly  connected  with  the  first  were  found  on 
the  next  and  succeeding  days,  it  was  plain  that  the 
original  common  source  of  infection  for  the  three  had 
not  been  observed ;  nor,  after  lihe  most  minute  search  and  en- 
quiries, was  it  ever  discovered.  Fortunately,  the  disease  proved 
of  a  mild  type,  and  no  death  resulted,  although  nearly  two 
hundred  cases  were  notified  altogether  in  the  course  of  the  ensu- 
ing three  months,  after  which  me  infection  died  out.  Coming 
after  an  interval  of  so  many  years,  in  an  insular  Colony,  defen- 
ded by  quarantine  precautions  with — ^until  1898 — somewhat  re- 
markable success,  the  escape  from  serious  consequences  of  its 
occurrence  now  must  be  regarded  as  a  circumstance  for  special 
satisfaction.  Quarantine  for  measles  has  now  been  abolished  in 
the  Colony ;  the  experiment  will  not  relieve  the  medical  authori- 
ties from  much  anxiety,  but  the  advantages  to  commerce  and  , 
navigation,  should  measles  again  become  prevalent  in  the  Aus- 
tralasian neighbouring  colonies,  must  afford  unqualified  satis- 
faction to  the  shipping  interests  and  passengers  alike,  and  the 
decision  seems  justified  in  the  face  of  the  result  of  the  accidental 
introduction  of  measles  in  1898,  and  of  the  subsequent  granting 
of  pratique  to  seven  steamers  in  all  with  measles  on  board.  ^  A 
furiiher  report  on  the  measles  epidemic  of  1898  forms  the  subject 
of  Appenmx  II. 

18.  Here  has  been  no  recurrence  of  beriberi  in  the  Colony 
xflince  the  departure  of  the  Japanese  coolies  early  in  1895. 

Genbbal  Sanitabt  Condition. 

19.  The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  Colony  is  preserved, 
in  large  measure,  by  tiie  copious  rains  which  wash  the  surface. 
The  absence  of  malaria,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  that  term,  forms, 
however,  its  main  security  against  ill  health.  A  few  cases  of 
malarial  fever  are  recorded  in  Indian  coolies,  newly  or  compara- 
tively newly  arrived,  from  Hindustan;  and,  similarly,  a  case 
declares  itself  now  and  again  in  some  white  man  who  has  come 
from  a  malarial  country  in  which  he  has  previously  suffered  one 
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Fiji,       or  more  attacks  of  the  same  nature.    But  such  cases  do  not 
^^^^        persist^  nor  doee  the  malarial  poison  extend ;  and  they  usually 
recover  speedily. 

It  would  appear,  in  the  light  of  modem  pathological  research, 
that  the  introduction  of  the  proper  intermediate  host  for  the 
transmission  of  the  malarial  parasite  to  man  may  some  day, 
not  improbably,  place  Fiji  in  me  unenviable  situation  to  which 
Mauritius  fell  a  victim  tiiiriy  years  ago,  since  there  is  no  lack 
of  malarial  poison  or  of  human  subjects  of  it  in  the  adajacent 
islands  of  the  New  Hebrides  and  Solomon  Groups,  with  which 
we  have  fairly  regular  communication.  The  examination  of 
specimens  of  the  Fijian  diptera  now  being  collected  will  doubt- 
less prove  interesting  and  instructive  for  comparison  with  those 
of  countries  geograpnically  and  physically  similar  to  this,  but 
where  malarial  diseases  are  rife. 

20.  The  two  "  towns  "  within  the  meaning  of^the  Towns  Ordi- 
nance are  undrained,  that  is,  (they  are  not  provided  with  sewers. 
Their  sites  being  hilly,  bordering  the  sea,  and  the  subsoil  being 
impervious  and  covered  by  only  a  thin  layer  of  earth,  the  natural 
drainage,  stimulated  by  the  rains  already  mentioned,  carries  off 
most  of  the  impurities  which  arise  from  the  domestic  manages 
of  the  inhabitants.  They  are  both  supplied  with  an  abundant 
provision  of  excellent  water,  conveyed  in  iron  pipes  from  the 
mountain  streams,  out  of  reach  of  all  human  contamination. 

Scavenging  is  attended  to  on  the  dry  earth  sjrstem,  with  re- 
movable galvanised  iron  pans ;  it  is  capable  of  much  improve- 
ment in  its  details,  a  matter  in  which  the  inhabitants  show  them- 
selves either  long-suffering  or  else  indifferent  to  a  somewhat  re- 
grettable degree.  The  fact  remains,  however,  that  diseases  of 
the  diphtherial  and  typhoid  class  are  virtually  unknown'  in  both 
Suva  and  Levuka. 

There  is  no  overcrowding ;  dwelling  houses  are,  for  by  far  the 
most  part,  detached  and  commodious;  but  exception  niay  be 
made  in  the  case  of  the  numerous  Indians'  shanties,  constructed 
of  packing  cases  and  biscuit  tins,  which  abound  in  the  outskirts, 
if  not  actually  within  the  municipality  of  Suva.  These  hovels 
are  distinctly  unsuited  to  the  climate,  and  they  are  too  small 
in  size;  but  they  are  not  tenanted  by  more  than  one  family  each 
as  a  rule. 

21.  The  principal  drawbacks  to  good  sanitation  in  the  Colony 
are  (1)  i<?norance  of  the  populace  on  these  subjects,  and  (2)  leth- 
argy and  indifference  to  risk. 

Vaccinatiok. 

22.  The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  performed  during  the 
year  with  success  was  1,126,  which,  with  243  secondary  opera- 
tions, make  (a  total  of  1,369  cases  attended  with  favourable 
results. 
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23.  The  ntunber  was  less  tlian  ia  the  previoiis  year,  in  con-  Fui^ 
sequence  of  its  being  determined,  in  the  month  of  June,  to  aban-  1^^ 
don  the  practice  of  arm  to  arm  Taccination,  and  to  employ  only  '"'"" 
glycerinated  calf  lymph.  Calf  lymph  has  been  imported  from 
New  Zealand  for  some  years  for  <ULe  use  of  the  provincial  vaccin- 
ators,  and  has  given  excellent  results.  But  it  was  also  deemed 
desirable  to  try  the  experiment  of  introducing  glycerinated  calf 
lymph  from  the  Jenner  Institute,  at  Battersea,  to  this  distant 
Colony ;  and  fi  parcel  was  accordingly  received  here  in  ihe 
month  of  September  and  immediately  distributed.  The  results 
were,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory ;  but  some  of  the  medical  officers 
unfortunately  selected  the  children  of  Indian  mothers  for  their 
test  cases,  and  obtained  failures,  the  causes  for  which  may  as 
truthfully  be  set  down  to  the  prompt  and  deliberate  removal 
of  the  lymph  by  washing,  as  to  any  intrinsic  defect  on  its  part. 
I>r.  Joynt,  the  District  Medical  Officer  at  Labasa,  drew  attention 
to  a  case  in  which  vaccinia,  produced  by  the  Battersea  lymph, 
was  attended  by  the  development  on  the  tenth  day  by  a  macular 
eruption  on  the  face,  legs,  and  to  a  slight  degree  on  the  trunk, 
lasting  two  days.  In  a  child  unsuccessfully  vaccinated  with 
Battersea  lymph  (six  weeks  after  it  was  sent  out  from  the  Insti- 
tute) the  humanised  lymph  of  the  child  who  had  the  macular 
eruption  was  used  for  a  second  attempt,  which  succeeded ;  but 
this  case  also  developed  the  macular  eruption — on  the  eighth 
day— all  over  the  body.  It  faded  away,  and  was  followed  by 
a  second  eruption  of  tike  same  character. 

The  experiment  of  using  glycerinated  calf  lymph  prepared  in 
England  is  being  repeated. 

24.  The  adult  population  of  all  grades  is  well  vaccinated ;  but 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  there  is  a  Rowing  laxity  among  the  whites 
to  neglect  this  essential  precaution,  although  it  is  very  important 
that  tiiey  should  set  a  good  example  in  the  matter  to  me  coloured 
people. 

A  suggestion  offered  to  the  School  Boards  to  assist  in  facili- 
I  tating  the  vaccination  of  children  attending  the  public  schools 

I  was  noit  acted  upon.     Grattdtous  vaccination  with  glycerinated 

!  calf  lymph  is  provided  at  Suva  weekly;  but  nothing  short  of 

prosecution  seems  likely  to  bring  the  parents  of  unvaccinated 
children  up  to  the  scratch,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether,  in  the 
face  of  legislation  enacted  last  year  at  home  on  this  subject, 
that  course  would  now  be  supported  by  the  executive  authorities. 

26.  Small-pox  has  never  existed  in  the  Colony  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  quarantine  station. 

Colonial  Hospital. 

26.  In  the  following  table  are  shown  the  numbers  of  patients 
of  various  races  admitted  during  the  year  to  the  Colonial  Hospi- 
tal ;  together  with  the  numbers  of  deaths,  and  the  death  rate 
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Fui,i       per  centniiL     The  admissions  include  the  cases  remaining  in  the 
^^^        wards  on  the  1st  of  Jannary  from  the  foregoing  year :  — 


Clasaes  treated. 

No.  of  cases. 

No.of  deaths. 

Death-nte 
per  cent. 

Europeans  and  other  whites 

82 

6 

7-31 

Fijians       

731 

8 

1-09 

MelanesiaxiB         ...        ...        ,,, 

78 

9 

11-53 

East  Indians         

250 

15 

6-00 

MiHoellaneoos       

37 

2 

6-40 

Total         

1,178 

40 

3-38 

The  classification  of  diseases  is  not  included  here,  as  it  appears 
in  the  Colonial  Blue  Book. 

The  number  of  surgical  operations  performed  at  the  hospital 
was  as  follows :  In  European  cases  30 ;  in  Fijiana.83  ;  in  Melane- 
sians  16 ;  in  East  Indians  27 ;  in  mixed  races  and  mixed  bloods 
9 ;  tottal  165. 

There  were  only  two  admissions  for  enteric  fever,  and  the 
disease  was  in  each  instance  acquired  beyond  the  Colony. 

Lunatic  Asylum.  '. 

27.  At  the  close  of  1897,  16  patients  remained  under  treat- 
ment in  the  Lunatic  Asylum.  In  the  course  of  the  year  under 
review  the  admissions  numbered  nine,  six  males  and  three 
females.  There  were  discharged  four  males,  of  whom  itwo  were 
considered  cured,  and  two  not  improved ;  and  one  female  was 
also  discharged,  relieved.  Four  deaths  occurred,  of  whom  one 
was  a  female.  The  same  number  remained  upon  the  books  of 
the  asylum  therefore  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  at  its  beginning. 

The  fatal  cases  were  due  respectively  to  granular  contracted 
kidney,  syncope  following  a  maniacal  attack,  paralytic  dementia, 
and  puerperal  septicaemia  (admitted  with). 

Eye  Throat  and  Eab  Infirmaby. 

28.  A  number  of  casual  cases  were  received  for  treatment  in 
the  Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat  Infirmary,  under  the  care  of  the 
District  Medical  Officer  at  Rewa  (Naduruloulou  Station),  and  the 
following  tabular  statement  of  them,  and  the  results,  presents  a 
summary  of  the  register  of  the  institution  for  the  year.     It  may 
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be  mentioned  that  this  undertaking  is  carried  on  without  any 
cost  whatever  to  the  Qoyemment,  except  for  (the  few  drugs  and 
dressings  it  uses;  that  the  natives  contribute  nothing  but  the 
buildixLj^ ;  the  patients  and  their  friends  are  encouraged  to  fur- 
nish their  own  rations  as  much  as  possible,  and  that  the  deficienoy 
is  made  up  by  hook  or  by  crook  from  voluntary  taro  plantations, 
kept  up  by  the  native  student  and  the  Distriot  Medical  Officer's 
boat's  crew.  As  a  hospital,  it  perhaps  therefore  occu|>ies  a 
unique  position,  inasmuch  as  it  has  no  revenue  and  practically 
no  eispeiiditore. 

29.  The  District  Medical  Officer  reports  that  cases  of  a  mild 
type  of  simple  ophthalmia,  and  a  few  cases  of  ulcers  of  various 
parts  of  the  body,  whom  he  treated  as  out-patients,  are  not  re- 
corded in  the  list 


1898. 


Cases  Admitted  to 

the  Infirmary  during  1896 

I 

No.  of 
Operations 
Performed. 

Results. 

1^0.  of  Cases. 

Good. 

Improved. 

Not 
Improved. 

Deferred. 

Males      (25)  ... 
Females  (86)  ... 

14 
18 

17 
2S 

3 
6 

2 
5 

3 
2 

Total  (60)  ... 

32 

40 

8 

7 

5 

30.  Appended  to  this  Report  will  be  found  copies  of  a  Bepoii 
submitted  to  His  Excellency  in  January  last,  in  which  are  re- 
corded particulars  of  the  epidemic  of  measles  referred  to  in  {17, 
together  with  its  appendices.  A  valuable  and  instructive  mono- 
graph on  the  occurrence  of  FrambcBsia  in  patients  of  East  Indian 
parentaee,  by  Dr.  Henry  N.  Joynt,  M.A.,  forms  the  subject  of 
Appendix  III.  to  this  Report,  and  I  have  much  pleasure  in  com- 
mending the  laborious  and  very  pertinent  work  done  by  this 
officer  to  His  Excellency's  notice. 

The  concluding  Appendix,  No.  lY.,  contains  the  relation  ox 
several  cases  of  poisoning  by  one  of  the  Atropacess,  believed  to 
be  Datura  Stramonium,  perpetrated  by  Indian  coolies  upon 
others  of  their  class  with  intent  to  rob.  This  communication 
carries  also  a  special  interest  and  value,  on  account  of  so  many 
of  our  Crown  Colonies  having  a  considerable  East  Indian  popu- 
lation, among  whom  the  same  form  of  crime  is  noi  infrequently 
met  with. 


Suva,  Kji, 
27th  March,  1899. 


B.  Glakvxll  Cosnbt, 
Chief  Medical  Offieer. 
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fHb         Schedule  of  Enclosures  to  the  Medical  Report 
1898. 

— '  FOB   THE   YbAB    1898. 


A. — ^Betnm  of  Statistics  of  Population. 
B. — ^Meteorological  Return. 
0. — ^Nosological  Return. 

Appendix  I.— Acting  Registrar-General's  Statement  of  Population  and 
Yital  Statistics. 

Appendix  £1. — Ueport  on  the  re-occurrence  of  Measles  in  an  epidemic  form 
in  the  Colony,  in  the  year  1898.  By  the  Chief  M^oal 
Officer. 

Appendix  TTT.— A  Papear  on  the  occurrence  of  Yaws  or  Framboesia  amonflst 
Indian  Immigrants  in  Fiji.  (With  eight  photos.*)  By 
the  District  Medical  Officer  at  Labasa. 

Appendix  lY . — ^Relation  of  cases  of  poisoning  by  Datura  Stramonium*  By 
the  Resident  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Colonial 
Hospital  at  Suva. 


*  Kot  re-produoed. 
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RETURN  B. 

Mbtbobolooical  Rbtubn  fob  thb  Ybab  1898. 
(Suva,  Fiji.) 

Lat.  W  *'  5.,  Lonff  17Sr  26'  K 


Months. 


January 
Febmary 
March 
April  .. 
May    .. 
June    .. 
Jnly    .. 
AngnBt 
September 
October 
"NoTeinber 
December 


Temperature. 


86*8 
86*6 
88'6 
85*7 
86*8 
81*8 
82*8 
79-8 
81*6 
83*5 
88*9 
86*8 


88*8 


I 


760 
76-2 
74*9 
74*2 
72*8 
71*1 
71*7 
68*2 
77*0 
60*4 
72*5 
72*6 


72*9 


00*4 
71*2 


91*8 
78*0 


91*6 
72*8 


90*2 
71*6 


«*2 
67*6 


06*2 


89 

67*7 


84*8 
61*6 


86*8 
63*6 


87*6 
61*5 


86*4 
68*8 


90*8 
68*2 


98'2 
61*6 


81*7 

82 

88 

81 
80 
77 
77 
76 
78 
80 
80 
82 


79*7 


14*14 

14*42 

12 

12'88 
6*04 

12*81 
9*89 
6*16 
6*64 
1'28 
8*48 
6*68 


9*13 
109*62 


s 
Off 


74 


Winds. 


B. 

B^.B. 
B.N.B. 
B.N.B. 
&B. 
BJ3.X. 
EJS.K 
B.B.E. 
BaB. 


8.B. 

&B. 

BJ3.B. 


EJS.B. 


2*2 


Bemarks 


The  mean  mazimnm  reading  of  the  barometer  for  the  year  was  80^1 ;  and  the  mean 
minimtim  20^^671.  The  highest  reading  was  80^123 ;  and  the  lowest  29^472.  There  were  no 
linrricanes ;  but  46  thunder-storms  were  recorded.  The  greatest  rainfUl  in  one  day  was 
Scinches,  and  the  number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  275 
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Fiji, 


NosoLOOiOAL  Return. 


Retubn   of   Diseases  akd  Deaths  in  1898  at  the 
Estate  Hospitals,  Fiji. 


Yearly  Total. 

T^IBAA"^^ 

uiBet 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

GENFiRAT«  DISEASES— 

Smallpox 

••• 

•••        »•• 

«•• 

— 

— 

Measles 

... 

...        ... 

••• 

— 

— 

Typhus 

••• 

...        ••• 

... 

— 

— 

Dengue 

••• 

.«.        ... 

•.. 

— 

— 

Influenza 

... 



... 

551 

2 

Diphtheria 

... 

•••        •«. 

... 

— 

— 

Febricula 

... 

•••        ... 

... 

259 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

•••        ••• 

... 

— 

— 

Cholera 

••• 

...        ... 

... 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

... 

.••        ••• 

... 

252 

7 

Yellow  Fever 

Malarial  Fever 
(a.)  Intermittent .. 
(b.)  Remittent 
(c.)  Pernicious  B. 

Erysipelas 

Pysemia 

Septiosemia    ... 

Tetanus 


85 


10 


6901 


FS 


Digitized  by  vnOOQ iC 


86 


Fiji 
1898. 


NOSOLOOICAL   KeTUBN — cont 


Yearly  Total. 

DiaeaMs. 

Gases.        Deaths. 

GENERAL  DISBASBS-coiK. 

Tubercle        

••• 

17 

11 

Leproay         

••• 

2 

1 

(a.)  Tubercular 

••• 

— 

— 

(2p.)  Ausathetic    

••• 

• 

— 

YawB 

... 

162 

— 

Syphilis  

(a.)  Primary        

(J.)  Secondary     

(c.)  Inherited       

Gonorrhoea 

Hydrophobia 

Scurvy 

Alcoholism     

Delirium  Tremens 

Rheumatism 

Rheumatic  Fever     

Gout 

New  Growth,  non-maKgnant 
New  Growth,  malignant  ... 
Aniemia         •,.        ...        ... 

Diabetes  mellitus     

Diabetes  insipidus    

Debility         


55 

152 

33 

212 


46 


258 


79 


U 


15 
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NosoLoaiOAL  Bbtubn.— con^ 


1898. 


Diseases. 

Yearly 

TotaL 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

LOOATi  DISEASES— 

DIBBA8B8  OF  THE  NEBVOUS  STSTBM— 

Sub-section  1  : 

Neuritis         •••        ••• 

— 

— 

Meningitis     

4 

2 

MyeUtiB         

1 

1 

Hydrocephalus         

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

Abscess  of  Brain     

— 

— 

Congestion  of  Brain 

— 

— 

SubHWction  2 : 

Functional  Nervous  Disorders— 

Apoplexy 

— 

— 

Paralysis 

1 

— 

Chorea 

1 

- 

Epilepsy 

1 

1 

Neuralgia 

11 

— 

Hysteria 

— 

— 

Convulsions 

••        ••■        ••• 

5 

4 

Sub-section  3 : 

Idiocy 

3 

— 

Mania 

1 

— 

Melancholia 

— 

/ 

Dementia       

— 

— 

Delusional  In 

Banity 

— 

— 

6102 


F4 


Digitized  by  vnOOQ iC 


88 


Fiji 

t898 


Nosological  Return. — cont. 


1        Yearly  Total. 

Diseases. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

LOCAL  DISKASBS— cow^. 
Diseases  of  the  Eye 

1,377 

_ 

ij 

,        Ear 

35 

-^ 

)) 

,        Nose           

I 

— 

»f 

,        Circulatory  system 

6 

— 

n 

,        Respiratory  system 

635 

23 

>i 

,        Digestive  system  ... 

968 

36 

V 

,        Lymphatic  system 

36 

— 

n 

,        Urinary  system     ... 

6 

2 

)i 

,        Generative  system . . . 

5 

— 

M 

»,        Male  organs 

42 

— 

n 

„        Female  organs 

41 

— 

n 

,        Organs  of  locomotion 

32 

— 

V 

,        Cellular  tissue 

270 

1 

•• 

,        Skin 

978 

— 

Diseases  ooni 

aected  with  pregnancy  ... 

29 

— 

n 

),            ,,    parturition 

16 

2 

Diseases  of  t 

he  female  breast 

2 

— 

Injuries,  gen 

eral          

11 

6 

„      looa 

J 

485 

3 

Surgical  opei 

rations      

— 

— 

Malformatio 

ns 

— 

— 

Poisons  ... 

••• 

1 



Parasites... 



22 

— 

Undefined  di 

seases       

Grand  total 

16 

3 

7,112 

148 
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Fiji,  APPENDIX    II. 

1898. 


Report  on  the  occubbence  of  Measles  in  an  epidemic 
POBM  IN  THE  Colony  in  the  tbab  1898. 


Medical  Department,  Suva, 

3l8t  January,  1889. 

Sib, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  for  the  eonaid^ration  of  Hit 
Excellency  the  Goyemor  the  following  report  upon  the  preval- 
ence  of  measles  in  rthe  Colony  during  a  portion  of  last  year^ 
which,  howeyer,  has  now  happily  terminated  without  serious  re- 
sults, isnd  has,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  actually  afforded  us  an  in- 
structiye  and  valuable  lesson  on  the  difficult  subject  of  immunity 
against  infectious  disease. 

2.  The  particular  infection  with  which  we  were  brought  face 
to  &ce  gained  access  to  the  shores  of  the  Colony  no  one  knowa 
when  or  by  what  a^rency.  The  first  recorded  case  whose  ori^ 
is  thus  veiled  was  met  with  in  the  person  of  a  half-caste  girl, 
the  offspring  of  a  European  father  by  a  native  (Botuman)  mother, 
on  the  3rd  of  August.  She  had  been  continuously  living  ait* 
Suva  for  several  months ;  and  both  she  and  her  sister,  who  de- 
veloped the  measles  rash  on  the  next  day,  had  undergone  an  at- 
tack of  measles  in  Levuka  15  years  previously.  Her  husband^ 
a  chief  of  Botuma,  had  had  measles  at  Auckland  (N.Z.)  in  1893. 
They  were  thus  all  three  familiar  with  the  disease,  but  could  offer 
no  information  as  to  how  they  came  to  be  re-infected,  even  on 
the  closest  cross-examination.  The  husband  was  in  the  habit  of 
working  on  board  sugar  steamers  while  in  the  Group ;  but  no 
case  or  suspected  case  of  measles  was  heard  of  in  any  vessel  arriv- 
ing in  the  Colony  during  the  year  up  to  the  26th  of  Jidy. 

3.  On  that  date  the  Canadian-Pacific  mail  steamer  "  Aorangi  '* 
arrived  at  Suva  from  Sydney,  where  measles  was  then  epidemic, 
having  two  well  defined  cases  on  board — one  of  them  being  the 
mother  in  a  family  consisting  in  all  of  five  persons,  passengers 
for  Fiji,  and  the  other,  one  of  ttie  ship's  firemen.  The  Aorangi  '* 
was  kept  in  complete  isolation  during  the  whole  of  her  stay  in 
port,  which  extended  over  20  hours  only,  arrangements  be- 
ing made,  meanwhile,  for  the  reception  of  the  Fiji  passengers — 
19  in  number — and  the  fireman,  at  the  quarantine  station,  on  the 
islands  of  Nukulau  and  Makuluva.  They  were  all  removed 
thither  at  7  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  without  any  com- 
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jAunication  with  the  shore,  save  in  the  rifi^dlyprotectiye  maimer       Fiji^ 
prescribed  in  the  Quarantine  Ordinance  (No.  XX.Y.,  of  1880).  1B98. 

4.  This  isolation  on  the  two  islets  was  maintained  until  the 
case  of  the  half-caste  girl,  Jiese,  aboye-mentioned,  declared  it- 
self at  Suva  on  the  early  morning  of  the  3rd  of  August,  with  the 
rash  fully  out. 

5.  This  short  interval  between  the  arrival  of  the  infected 
steamer  and  the  occurrence  of  cases  of  measles  in  the  town  of 
Suva  clearly  proves  that  the  two  outbreaks  were  entirely  uncon- 
nected with  each  other. 

6.  The  patients  at  the  quarantine  station  and  the  principal 
susp^ts,  to  the  number  of  six,  had  been  quartered  on  the  islet 
of  Makuluva,  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  passengers,  who  were 
located  on  Nukulau.  Upon  the  existence  of  measles  becoming 
-an  established  fact  in  the  town  of  Suva,  however,  it  was  not 
thought  justifiable  to  detain  the  hitherto  unaffected  batch  any 
longer ;  they  were  accordingly  released  from  Quarantine  on  the 
6th  of  August,  and  removed  to  their  homes  at  Suva,  where  they 
were  allowed  freedom,  subject  to  inspection.  No  cases  occurred 
among  these  thirteen  of  the  passengers,  either  on  the  quarantine 
station  or  subsequentiy. 

7.  The  further  course  of  the  epidemic,  which  thereupon  de- 
veloped at  Suva  and  a  few  other  places  in  the  Colony,  is  indicated 

in  the  Appendix  "  A  '*  to  this  Keport ;  and  the  restrictive  mea-  Vuie  App. 
«ures  adopted  against  its  extension  are  shown  in  detail  in  the  '<A." 
ensuing  ones.*  They  consisted,  broadly,  iu  (1)  declarinff  Part 
III.  of  the  Public  Health  Ordinance,  relating  to  apprenended 
epidemic  disease,  in  force;  (2)  issuing  printed  instructions  in 
English  and  in  Fijian  for  the  recognition,  treatment,  and  pre- 
cautionary measures  against  the  disease;  and  (3)  framing  and 
^enacting  regulations  to  the  same  purpose,  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

8.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  these  mea- 
sures were  followed  'by  qmte  an  unlocked  for  amount  of  success. 
The  number  of  cases  notified  in  Suva  during  the  entire  month  of 
August  in  persons  of  all  nationalities  were  as  follows:  — 

Suva. 

Native  Fijians 26 

Europeans          7 

£Uf-caste  Fijian          1 

Half-caste  Manila  Filippino 1 

Half-caste  Rotumans 3 

Half-caste  Toga-Viti  child 1 

Samoan  child     ...         1 

Naikorokoro. 
Native  Fijian  students  ..;         14 

Total  for  August        53 
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Fui,  U.  In  the  course  of  the  month  the  infection  extended,  however, 

1B98.  to  Leyuka,  Beqa,  and  Waiqanaki ;  and  cases  began  to  crop  up 
"""  in  these  places  quite  early  in  September.  The.fixst  ones  met  with 
at  Levuka  occurred  on  the  1st;  they  afterwards  mounted  up 
to  only  20.  Thirty-three  more  occurred  at  the  native  Techni- 
cal School;  22  at  Beqa;  six  at  Bua;  and  a  solitaiy  one 
(diagnosis  doubtful)  at  Natewa ;  all  these  were  native  Fijians  ex- 
cept those  at  Levuka,  which  were  all  Europeans  or  various  degrees 
of  mixed  bloods. 

10.  The  cases  in  Suva  during  September  amounted  to  40,  of 
all  nationalities  and  grades.  One  of  the  earliest  actions  taken 
there  Ead  been  to  close  the  schools,  on  the  9th  of  August,  at  first 
for  fourteen  days  and  subsequently  for  another  like  period.  This 
was  attended  by  excellent  results ;  out  of  a  total  number  of  pupils 
at  the  public  school,  averaging  a  daily  attendance  of  rather  over 
90,  only  six  children  caught  the  illness,  of  whom  three  belonged 
to  one  family.  After  the  re-opening  of  the  school  children  from 
infected  houses  were,  of  course,  still  excluded,  by  order  of  the 
Local  Sanitary  Authority  with  whom  the  principal  teacher 
loyally  co-operated. 

The  whole  number  on  the  roll  of  the  school  for  the  month  of 
August  was  104,  nearly  every  one  unprotected  by  a  previous 
attack ;  the  percentage  of  cases  among  them  was  tneref ore 
6'76  only,  which,  considering  the  fact  that  they  are  all  day 
scholars  and  reside  within  a  radius  of  two  miles  (measured  by 
road)  from  the  school  house,  suggests  that  either  the  nature  of 
the  infection  was  very  mild,  or  that  the  precautions  taken  against 
its  spread  were  efficient. 

11.  Only  six  cases  are  known  to  have  occurred  later  than  the 
end  of  September ;  and  sufficient  time  has  elapsed  since  fthen  to 
warrant  the  assumption  that  the  epidemic  is  now  extinct.  It 
is  a  matter  for  congratulation  ihat  not  a  single  death  has  taken 
place  from  measles  during  this  visitation.  This  happy  result 
is  doubtless  attributable  to  (1)  the  mildness  of  the  type ;  (2)  the 
care  bestowed  ugon  the  invalids  by  those  in  charge  of  them ;  the 
non-concentration  of  cases,  which  was  a  consequence  of  the  laree 
proportion  of  the  population  being  protected  by  a  previous  attack, 
assisting  to  ensure  adequate  attention  to  the  sick,  of  course ;  and 
(3)  the  rigour  and  enforcement  of  the  regulations  made  by  the 
Board  of  Health  to  meet  the  emergency.  The  profound  impres- 
sion made  by  the  epidemic  of  1875*  in  this  Colony  operated  now 
to  alarm  the  people  to  a  materially  greater  degree  than  could  have 
been  the  case  without  that  object  lesson  before  them.;  this  con- 
sideration affected  not  only  the  elder  natives,  who  had  been 
through  the  1875  trouble  themselves,  but  also  many  of  thf^  mem- 
bers of  the  white  population. 

<»  Wronrfy  quoted  by  Hirsch  as  1874  in  bis  well-known  bandbook  of 
GeograpbiSil  a^d  Historical  Patbology,  1883  edition,  Vol  I„  p.  167. 
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12.  It  may  not  be  altogether  inutile  to  recapitulate,  by  way  of  Fiji. 
contrast,  the  eyents  of  that  year,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  this  1^. 
8ubjeot.t  

In  1876  the  source  of  the  infection  was  quite  clear — ^Batu 
Cakobau's  son  and  an  attendant  being  attacked  by  measles  on 
board  H.M.S.  ''Dido/'  while  on  the  passage  from  Sydney  to 
Fiji.  No  restrictions  were  imposed  upon  me  infected  persons 
or  upon  others ;  and,  there  being  a  conference  in  connection  with 
the  Deed  of  Cession,  at  which  native  deputies  from  every 
province  in  the  country  were  in  attendance,  during  the  two 
weeks  when  Batu  Cakobau  himself  was'  ill  of  the  disease  in  the 
same  village,  the  infection  was  promptly  conveyed  by  the  re- 
turning deputies  and  their  suites  to  the  native  population  in 
every  comer  of  the  islands  at  practically  the  same  moment.  That 
popidation  was,  moreover,  universally  suscej)tible  to  the  measles 
poison  at  that  time;  the  disease  never  having  existed  in  these 
parts  of  the  Pacific  previously.  As  a  necessary  consequence  of 
this  combination  of  circumstances  the  natives  were  prostrated 
in  a  wholesale  manner,  one  and  all  in  a  village  being  infected 
within  a  few  days  of  each  other ;  and  in  the  majority  of  places 
there  were  none  left  to  minister  to  the  sick  in  such  simple  and 
unrestricted  manner  as  they  might,  nor  even  to  keep  them  sup- 
plied with  the  barest  necessaries  in  the  way  of  food  and  water, 
nor  to  bury  the  dead.  The  result  may  be  easily  pictured.  Such 
as  survived  the  primary  disease,  which  in  that  epidemic  affected 
a  severe,  instead  of  as  in  the  1898  one  a  mild,  type,  were  surroun- 
ded by  insanitary  conditions  of  the  worst  kinds ;  dysentery,  pneu- 
monia, and  other  complications  and  sequelse  carried  them  off  in 
thousands  every  week,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  epidemic  (which 
in  four  short  months  died  out  through  sheer  lack  of  Iresh  material 
to  attack)  only  110,000  natives  out  of  a  pre-existing  150,000 
remained  to  hand  down  the  legend  to  their  descendants. 

After  this  terrible  outbreak  a  few  cases  of  measles  continued 
to  crop  up  here  and  there  amon^  the  white  settlers  in  the  Colony, 
and  among  the  newly-born  children  of  the  natives  until  1884. 
They  were  reinforced  by  three  distinct  introductions  of  the 
disease  from  Australasian  ports — one  from  Sydney  in  1880, 
one  from  Auckland  in  the  same  year,  and  another  from  Mel- 
bourne ;  but  since  the  above-mentioned  date  there  have  been  no 
instances  of  measles  in  the  Colony  (beyond  the  limits  of  the 
quarantine  station)  until  the  case  of  Jiese,  the  half-caste  girl, 
mentioned  in  par.  2  of  this  Report,  and  the  source  from  which 
she  and  the  other  earliest  cases  of  the  recent  epidemic  presumably 
derived  Uieir  infection  in  July  last. 


t  For  details  r!de  C.  O.  Correspondence,  C.  1624,  No.  23,  1875.  Also 
"Lancet"  of  June  and  July,  1875;  *' Medical  Time^  and  Gazette"  of 
March,  1877  :  Trans.  Epidemiologic  il  Society  of  London.  N.S.,  vol.  iii.,  1884  ; 
**  Fiji  Times "  files  for  1875  ;  Report  of  Decrease  Nat.  Pop.  Commission, 
Fiji,  1896,  §  100  ;  Ac,  &c 
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Fiji,  13.  In  contraat  to  tha  ravages  of  the  diseasa  in  1875  the  fact 

]^-       that  in  the  1898  occurrence  there  were  in  all  181  cases  notified, 

and  no  death,  although  a  good  many  thousands  of  survivingf^ 

children  bom  in  the  interval  must  undoubtedly  be  regarded  aa 

susceptible,  has  now  to  be  recorded. 

14.  In  these  circumstances  the  question  arises,  "  Ought  one  to* 
quarantine  ships  with  measles  on  board  arriving  in  the  Colony 
hereafter?"  It  may  also  be  asked,  "Would  one  be  justified  in 
attempting  to  differentiate  between  types  of  the  measles  infect- 
tionP'  The  answer  to  the  latter  query,  as  regardt^  the  regulation 
of  questions  of  quarantine,  must  probably  be  that  such  differen- 
tiation cannot  be  expected  to  come  within  the  range  of  practical 
sanitation,  and  should  not  be  attempted.  The  former  question 
has  been  partly  settled  by  experiment  during  fhe  past  year  in 
this  very  port ;  for,  though  the  type  in  Fiji  was  mild,  the  moTi- 
tality  in  Australia  was  distinctly  disquieting,  and  yet  no  harm 
resulted  from  admitting  to  pratique  in  this  Colony  seven  steamers^ 
with  actual  cases  of  measles  on  hoard  in  the  months  of  August^ 
September^  and  October^  while  the  local  epidemic  existed.  In- 
asmuch, however,  as  the  extent  of  the  epidemic  was  not  great — 
owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  type,  and  to  the  precautions  taken 
to  check  its  spread — ^the  experiment  may  be  claimed  to  have  not 
been  crucial,  and  its  fortunate  result  to  be  inconclusive.  These^ 
considerations  suggest  that,  while  the  resumption  of  quarantine- 
measures  against  snipping,  for  measles  (with  their  attendant  ex- 
penses, delays,  and  other  drawbacks,  which  so  gravely  harass  the- 
interests  of  commerce  and  navigation),  should  not  now  be  pro- 
posed, their  abandonment  cannot  be  conceded  without  involving 
a  considerable  amot^nt  ot  anxiety. 

15.  The  moral  is  that,  having  yielded  our  outermost  line  of  de- 
fence, we  should  strengthen  our  internal  resources  against  the 
enemy ;  but  measles,  whooping-cough,  and  influenza  are  perhaps* 
the  most  difiicult  zymotics  to  combat  in  that  respect. 

Although,  therefore,  one  is  faced  by  the  necessity  for  accepting^ 
in  future  the  risk,  the  experience  of  the  1898  epidemic,  so  far  as- 
it  went,  is  decidedly  encouraging  as  regards  the  chances  of  un- 
ftivourable  consequences. 

Measles  is  sure  to  recur  in  short  cycles  of  from  four  to  seven 
years  in  the  Australasian  Colonies,  and  in  Honolulu,  and  Yan- 
couver ;  and  the  annual  Indian  immigrant  vessels  will  doubtless 
continue  to  bring  numerous  cases  to  us  from  Calcutta,  as  they 
have  done  in  the  past.  While,  however,  we  may  feel  some  mis* 
givings  as  to  the  result  of  ignoring  measles  as  a  quarantinable^ 
disease,  for  the  future  the  relief  so  afforded  to  all  persons  and  in* 
stitutions  connected  with  the  shipping  trade  will  be  enormous. 

16.  One  other  point  remains  to  be  alluded  to — a  doubt  as  te^- 
whether  a  mild  attack  is  protective  against  the  infeclion  when  it 
happens  to  be  derived  from  cases  of  a  severe  tvpe.     It  is  well 
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known  that  measles  may  and  does  attack  some  persons  a  second       Fm, 
and  even  a  third  time,  but  such  instances  are  few.     The  experi-        1898. 
•ence  thus  gained  suggests  the  conclusion  that  the  proteotion  af-       "~^ 
forded  by  a  previous  attack,  such  as  that  protection  broadly 
speaking  is,  is  not  appreciably  affected  by  the  nature  of  the 
i^pe ;  but  ihe  subject  is  capable  of  being  argued  in  both  direc- 
tions with  reason.     At  least  five  of  the  cases  recorded  here  in 
1898  were  second  attacks ;  they  were  all  described  by  the  patients 
418  mild  in  comparison  to  their  previous  ones. 

17.  Concurrently  with  the  epidemic  now  recorded  there  oc- 
curred in  Suva  and  other  places  near  a  number  of  cases  of 
mumps,  which  is  an  uncommon  event  in  the  Colony,  and  also  of 
pharyngeal  catarrh,  with  very  marked  febri  symptoms.  In- 
fluenza of  the  common  catarrhal  type  was  prevalent  during  the 
'Same  and  later  months  of  the  year  as  well. 

I  have,  Ac, 

B.  QXANVILL  COENEY, 

Chief  Medical  Officer, 


APPENDICES. 


A.  Incidence  of  the  cases  at  Suva,  etc. 

B.  Begnlationa  enacted  by  the  Board  of  Health.^ 
0.  Placard  for  infected  houses.* 

D.  Beoommendations  relating  to  the  recognition,  nursing,  treatment,  and 
restriction  of  measles  (Eng.).* 

E.  Fijian  version  of  the  same,  with  modifications  to  suit  the  natives'      , 
•circumstances!^ 


♦  Not  re-priBtcd. 
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APPENDIX    III. 


A  Paper  on  the  ocoubbencb  of  Yaws  ob  Fbamboesia 
AMONGST  Indian  Immigbants  in  Fiji. 

Bt  Hbnby  Noble  Jotnt,  M.A.,  M.D. 

Government  Medical  Officer^ 

1.  Taws  is  essentially  a  tropical  disease,  howbeit  not  a  widely- 
spread  one.  It  appears,  broadly  speaking,  to  be  confined  to 
certain  definite,  although  widelv-separaied,  regions  of  the  tropics. 
Originating  probably  about  the  West  Coast  of  Africa,  it  has 

Sread  to  other  parts  of  tropical  Africa,  and  has  been  carried  by 
e  slave  trade  to  the  West  indies  and  parts  of  tropical  South  and 
Central  America.  A  second  centre  lies  in  the  South  Pacific,  in 
the  island  groups  of  Fiji,  Tonga,  and  Samoa,  and  perhaps  a  few 
other  groups.  A  third  centre  is  mentioned  by  Hirsch,*  found  in 
the  East  Indian  Archipelago,  in  the  Islands  of  Java,  Sumatra, 
Celebes  and  the  Moluccas.  A  fourth  centre  perhaps  occurs  in 
Ceylon.  Dr.  NichoUs,  however,  disputes  the  occurrence  of  yaws 
outside  the  Africo- American  centre,  and  remarks,  *'  that  althoufi^h 
*^  there  exist  in  Oceania  certain  diseases  bearing  a  resemblance 
*'  to  yaws,  their  identity  with  it  has  not  been  established  in  so 
'*  conclusive  a  manner  as  to  place  the  question  beyond  .the  region 
"ofdoubt.''t 

Hence,  in  this  paper  I  shall  endeavour  to  furnish  more  material 
for  a  comparison  between  the  West  Indian  yaws  and  the  Fijian 
^'  coko  "  (thoko).  My  observations  are  drawn,  however,  chiefly 
from  East  Indian  immigrants  in  Fiji ;  and,  although  I  am  fairly 
familiar  with  the  disease  amongst  the  native  Fijians  I  have  never 
had  the  opportuniiy  of  studying  it  in  detail  such  as  the  planta- 
tion hospitals  afford  of  studpng  it  amongst  Indians. 

2.  In  Fiii  the  disease  of  "  coco ''  is  endemic,  and  so  widely 
is  it  spread  that  probably  there  does  not  exist  an  adidt  native 
who  has  not  contracted  it  before  adolescence.  So  habituated  is 
he  to  the  malady  that  it  is  a  common  native  belief  that  no  child 
will  grow  up  to  healthy  manhood  unless  he  has  passed  through 
an  attack  of  coko. 

3.  Oh  the  other  hand  yaws  is  said  to  be  practically  unknown 
in  India.  It  may  occur  in  Assam.):  The  Indian  coolie  does  not 
recognise  it ;  he  calls  it  the  ^^  Fijian  disease.''  But,  as  in  the 
West  Indies  from  the  negro,  in  Fiji  he  quickly  contracts  yaws 
from  the  native.  NichoUs  remarks  that  in  the  West  Indies^ 
'*  the  disease  is  peculiarly  liable  to  attack  the  East  Indian  immi* 
"grants";  so  in  Fiji,  owing  to  his  dirty  habits,  the  cooUe 
rapidly  contracts  and  propagates  coko. 

•  **  Hirsch'ii "  CJeographical  Pathnlogy,  Vol.  II.,  p.  105,  N.S.S.  edition. 
t  Kicholls  :  Beport  on  Taws,  1894,  p.  280. 
%  Mantton  :  Tropical  Diaeoaes,  p.  423. 
S202  G 
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Fiji,  4.  Indians  passing  through  or  liying  in  native  Tillages,  Indian 

1898.  children  mixing  with  Fijian  children,  probably  contract  the 
*~*~  disease  through  abrasions  or  breaches  oi  sniface  of  the  skin. 
Ulcers  of  the  naked  feet  and  legs,  cuts  on  the  hands,  abrasions 
on  the  lips  or  about  the  mouth,  are  the  more  usual  sites  of  inocu- 
lation;* flies,  dirly  infected  clothes  and  rags,  filthy  mats  in 
houses,  &c.,  are  the  agents.  In  children  and  adtdt  ''free" 
Indians  infection  may  usually  be  traced  to  one  or  other  of  these 
sources ;  but  when  once  yaws  has  made  an  appearance  on  a  plan- 
tation amongst  the  Indian  labour  sexual  intercourse  is,  I  believe, 
the  most  common  mode  of  propagation.  In  the  ^reat  majority 
of  cases  I  find  that  the  first  lesion,  the  site  of  inoculation — the 
"  primary  sore,"  if  I  may  use  the  expression,  or  the  mother  yaw, 
ithe  '' tina-ni-coko,''  as  the  Fijians  call  it--is  situated  on  the 
genital  organs.  If  on  the  penis,  one,  but  more  often,  several 
sores,  small,  shallow,  and  soft,  are  found  on  the  sulcus,  the  corona 
or  the  frsBnum,  or  more  rarely  on  the  prepuce.  These  sores 
,,  rapidlj  increase  in  size,  forming  reddish  or  yellowish  ulcers, 
sometimes  deep  and  excavated,  sometimes  fungating,  with  a 
brawny,  hard,  often  cartilaginous,  base.  The  surrounding 
tissues*^  inflame,  and  may  cause  phimosis.  The  retained  secre- 
tions become  foetid  and  purulent,  and  ultimately-  circumcision  is 
necessary.  These  ulcers  are  usually  linear,  encircling  segments 
of  the  glans  penis,  or  even  forming  a  complete  ring.  I  have 
never  seen  a  suppurating  bubo  result;  at  most  a  small  hard 
bubo  is  the  onl^  result ;  and  bubonic  pcdn  is  never  complained 
of.  These  primary  ulcers  must  be  distinguished  from  yaw 
granulomata  of  the  penis  in  the  later  manifestations  of  the 
disease. 

In  women  the  sores  are  placed  on  the  nymphse,  the  posterior 
commissure,  and  the  labia  majora.  They  are  usually  small, 
multiple,  oval  or  elongated,  and  papular,  perhaps  forming^  lines 
or  chains  along  the  free  edge  of  the  nymphae.  rerhaps  owing  to 
the  fact  that  there  is  less  tension  about  the  female  pudenda,  and 
that  the  secretions  have  a  free  escape,  fungatin?  sores  and  cellu- 
lar infiltration  are  rare. 

5.  Should  inoculation  take  place  at  the  site  of  an  ulcer,  sore, 
or  cut,  it  makes  no  attempt  to  heal,  but  becomes  unhealthy ;  the 
edges  become  raised  and  angry  looking ;  then  the  fioor  f  ungates ; 
and  finally  a  large  granulomatous  tumour,  perhaps  an  inch  or 
more  across,  and  one-eighth  of  an  inch  high,  forms,  with  may  be 
smaller  surrounding  sores.  This  is  the  so-called  ''  mother  yaw '' 
{tina-ni-coko).     It  is  often  obstinate  in  healing,  and  persistent. 

6.  In  from  two  to  eight  weeks  after  inoculation  the  eruption 
appears.  The  rash  is  variable  in  its  initial  forms,  in  its  magni- 
tude and  in  its  distribution ;  but  in  whatever  form  it  occurs,  the 
normal  course  is  towards  the  evolution  (or  later,  the  involution) 

*  In  one  case  a  mother  contracted  the  disease  from  suckling  her  infected 
child,  the  mother  yaw  appearing  on  the  hreast  nipple. 
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of  a  granuloma^  "  the  typical  yaw/'    The  various  maniieBtationi       Fui, 
form  the  stages  of  this  evoluition ;  and  as  the  evolution  may  be        1898«. 
interrupted  at  any  stage,  and  involution  prematurely  set  in,  and        ""^ 
as  the  different  stages  may  occur  (together  in  a  mixed  eruption, 
the  resultblg  appearance  may  be  puzzling  to  an  inexperienced 
observer,  who  has  only  read  of  or  seen  the  typical  yaw  stage. 

7.  From  Dr.  Nicholls'  description*  I  have  abstracted  the  staffer 
of  evolution  and  involution  of  the  West  Indian  yaw,  as  f oUowft  * 
(1)  The  squamous  stage  or  pum  dartre^  consisting  of  {a)  small** 
or  larger  rounded,  non-elevated  patches  of  furfuraceous  desqu- 
amation, or  (i)  raised  patches  covered  with  small  scales.  (2) 
The  paptdar  stage,  or  pian  gratelle;  minute,  yellow-pointed 
papules  arise  on  the  sc^uamous  patches,  and  either  abort,  remain 
stationary,  or  steadily  increase  in  size,  till  (3)  the  vaw  tubercle, 
or  granuioma-Htne  ^ical  yaw — ^is  reached.  (4)  The  stage  of 
involution  by  absorption,  ending  finally  in  (5)  a  macula,  black 
in  the  dark-skinned  races. 

8.  On  the  plantations  in  Fiji  the  Indian  probably  comes  into 
hospital  at  an  earlier  stage  than  the  negro  in  the  West  Indies 
— generally  after  the  "  primary''  sore  of  inoculation  appears,  and 
especially  so  in  the  venereal  cases.  Hence,  he  is  placed  under 
specific  treatment  at  an  early  date,  and  such  treatment  may  cause 
a  modification  in  the  evolution  of  the  eruption,  which,  in  the 
untreated  state  does  not  normally  abort  before  the  attainment  of 
the  pathognomonic  granuloma.  Generalizing  my  observations 
on  these  early-treated  cases,  the  course  of  the  eruption  may  be  . 
stated  as  follows:  A  macular  rash,  of  a  dark  reddish  tint,  is 
noticed  on  (the  trunk  and  arms,  on  both  flexor  and  extensor  as- 
pects, and  is  best  seen  when  viewed  by  an  oblique  li&rht  and  at  a 
littie  distance  from  the  patient.  It  consists  of  small  rounded, 
slightly  raised,  sometimes  closely  set  maculsB,  at  times  suggestive 
of  urticaria.  After  a  few  days  these  either  develop  into  papules 
or  become  darker,  of  a  greyish  purple  colour,  glazed  and  shining, 
with  minute  scales  or  furfuraceous  desquamation  on  the  surface. 
The  epidermis  appears  as  if  loose  on  the  dermis  and  is  thrown 
into  minute  parodlel  folds  or  puckers,  best  seen  with  a  lens.  On 
stretching  the  skin  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  spot  the  wrinkles 
disappear,  and  a  smooth,  shining  dark  macula  is  left.  Gradually 
(the  glazed  appearance  vanishes,  and  a  dark  blackish  stain,  is  left, 
which  may  last  for  some  time.  If  the  macula  does  not  resolve  as  de- 
scribed, (the  elevation  above  the  skin  increases,  and  slowly  a 
round  papule  arises,  with  a  smooth,  dull,  pinkish  surface,  which 
becomes  covered  with  minute  yellowish  scales ;  in  this  form  it 
somewhat  resembles  a  papulosquamous  syphilide.  These  papules 
are  broad  and  flat— raised  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  or  less  above 
the  surface.  Thiey  are  most  commonly  situated  on  the  neck, 
close  to  the  hairy  scalp ;  about  ithe  chin ;  the  folds  of  the  axillae ; 
the  back  and  chest ;  and  in  females  under  the  breast ;  both  as- 
pects of  the  arms;  about  the  pubis,  scrotum,  thighs  and  legs. 

•  Nicholls'  Report,  pp.  285-289. 
6202  O  2 
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Tft5  '^^^  ^^  ^^*  usually  numerous,  and  soon  begin  to  involute, 
low.  passing  through  the  glazed,  wrinkled  stage  already  noted,  and 
likewise  followed  by  a  persistent  black  stain.  But,  instead  of 
resolving,  the  papules  may  take  on  the  appearance  of  a  typical 
yaw  granuloma.  Small  papules  may  also  appear,  singles  or  in 
groups,  crowned  with  yellowish  tops,  without  apparently  paasing 
through  the  maculo-squamous  stage.  Thgr  may  persist  for  a 
long  time  without  further  development.  In  fact,  the  whole  of 
the  early  eruption  may  consist  of  these  abortive  papules,  scat- 
tered widely  over  the  body. 

In  (these  modified  cases,  the  patient  may,  in  a  month  or  less,  be 
free  from  all  visible  lesions,  save  the  black  staining,  and  be  then 
discharged  from  hospital. 

9.  In  the  course  of  time,  sometimes  several  months  after,  the 
patient  returns  to  hospital  with  a  relapse.  The  immediate  cause 
of  his  return  is  usually  a  recrudescence  of  the  penis  sores,  or  a  sore 
mouth.  A  noticeable  symptom  of  yuws  is'^is  recurrence  of  the 
primary  sore— differentiating  it  from  syphilie.  It  rarely,  how- 
ever, assumes  the  extent  of  the  first  lesion,  and  is  more  ^^yaw- 
like.'^  Two  features  characterise  the  condition  of  relapse, 
namely,  the  granulomatous  type  of  the  eruption  and  the  tendency 
to  implication  of  the  mouth. 

In  a  iypical  case,  the  body  is  covered  with  a  scattered  eruption 
of  rounded,  smaller,  hemispherical,  or  larger,  broad,  elevated, 
flattened  turbercles  or  ffranulomata,  of  all  sizes  up  to  an  inch  or 
more  across,  and  capped  with  a  crust  of  yellow  secretion.    Yawa 
,  may  form  on  any  part  of  the  body ;  the  commonest  sites,  however, 

are  the  forehead,  about  the  alsB  nasi  and  nostrils,  the  evelids,  the 
lips,  around  the  mouth,  and  especially  at  the  angles,  cnin,  neck, 
shoulders,  axillary  folds  and  axillcB,  forearms,  trunk. '^nns.  pubis, 
scrotum,  and  body  of  penis,  external  female  genitals,  legs  and 
ankles. 

10.  The  mouth  lesions  are  characteristic.  A  horse-shoe 
shaped,  raised,  yellow-encrusted  yaw  may  encircle  both  angles 
of  the  mouth,  and  two,  three,  or  more  confluent  yellow-capped 
yaws  may  cover  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  inside  of  the  Ups ; 
the  buccal  part  is  often  attacked,  and  a  triangular  patch  of  con- 
-fluent  papules  may  cover  the  area  in  contact  with  the  teeth. 
The  nostrils  may  be  blocked  by  sfranulomata,  and  the  external 
auditory  meatus  likewise  be  filled  up.  The  tongue  may  exhibit 
one  or  a  row  of  yaws- along  its  edge  or  on  tiie  frssnum,  and  I  have 
seen  yaws  on  the  palate  and  tonsils.  When  situated  on  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  lips  and  mouth,  yaws  are  modified  in 
appearance,  sometimes  resembling  the  syphilitic  mucous  patch ; 
sometimes  raised,  and  of  a  whitish,  ground  glass  appearance,  as 
if  covered  with  a  layer  of  whitish  epithelium ;  sometimes  raised 
with  a  yellow  cap  of  secretion.  But  being  always  moistened  by 
saliva,  the  secretion  is  continually  washed  away,  and  ulceration 
and  fissures — ^very  painful — may  occur. 
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The  junction  of  the  mucous  membrane  and  skin  is  a  favourite       j^uj^ 
position  for  yaws,  eg.,  the  eyelids,  nose,  lips,  anus,  penis,  and       1898- 
vulva.    Now,  in  the  Fijian  variety  the  occurrence   of  granu-       —— 
lomata  on  the  mucous  niembncnes  seems  thus  to  be  common. 
This  is  contrary  to  the  West  Indian  experience.    Dr.  Nicholls* 
says  they  only  occur  in  '*  rare  instances  '^ ;  and  of  the  occurrence 
at  the  junction  of  skin  and  mucous  membrane  he  adduces  statis- 
tics pointing  out  that  the  per  centage  was  only  2'7  in  882  cases. 

11.  Yaws  are  usually  discrete;  but  if  originating  close  to- 
gether coalescence  may  take  place  and  they  may  become  large, 
irregular,  lobed,  and  fissured  from  drying  up  of  secretion,  or 
they  may  form  irregular  yaw  patches  covering  the  whole  area 
of  skin  of  one  part  of  the  body,  such  as  the  forehead,  cheek, 
ankles,  and  wrists.  At  other  time«  they  form  rings  enclosing 
healthy  skin,  and  these  may  spread  at  the  periphery,  like  rinff* 
worm.  In  some  cases  the  type  of  the  yaw  irruption  is  decidedly 
annular,  especially  on  the  upper  half  of  the  body.  When  situ- 
ated on  the  scrotum  and  axillae,  where  the  surface  is  kept  moist 
by  perspiration,  the  yaw  becomes  flattened,  pinkish-yellow,  and 
sometimes  almost  condylomatous.  If  placed  between  the  toes 
of  people  who  wear  boots  the  yaw  is  soft,  ragged,  and  very  pain.- 
fui.  Finally,  as  the  yaw  involutes,  the  crust  falls  oft  and  leaves 
a  black  stain,  corresponding  in  size  to  the  original  yaw,  lasting 
for  months.  Ulceration  at  the  site  of  the  yaw  is  rare,  and  only 
seen  in  cachectic  subjects. 

12.  Later  manifestations  of  the  disease  are  condylomata  of  the 
anus,  onychia,  and  granulomata  of  the  soles  of  the  feet.  Condy- 
lomata ani  are  itchy  and  painful.  When  a  yaw  forms  abourt  the 
nail,  rising  from  the  matrix  of  the  finger  or  toe-nail,  it  curls  up 
round  the  sides,  perhaps  ulcerates,  and  forms  a  fungating,  painftu 
tumour,  which  may  destroy  or  else  disfigure  the  nail,  ulie  dried 
secretion  may  look  almost  rupial.  In  bad  cases  almost  every 
nail  may  be  affected,  though  the  fingers  are  more  often  attacked 
than  the  toes.  In  yaws  the  nail  itself  is  not  affected  as  in 
syphilis ;  the  onychia  is  really  the  growth  of  a  yaw  from  the 
nail  matrix,  subsequently  the  nail  may  become  injured  by  the 
yaw  growth. 

A  still  later  lesion  is  the  painful  granuloma  growing  under  the 
thick  skin  of  the  soles  of  the  feet,  and  sometimes  on  the  palms 
of  the  hands,  known  in  Fiji  as  the  "  soki  "  or  "  sucuvi  *'  (suthuvi), 
and  in  the  West  Indies  as  "  tubboes  "  or  *'  crabs."  It  is  usually 
seen  only  late  in  the  disease,  and  may  occur  years  after  all  other 
manifestations  of  the  disease  have  vanished.  T  have  known  th^^m 
recur  on  Fijians  20  years  or  more  after  the  original  disease.  Dr. 
KichoIls,t  howeyer,  says,  he  has  "  frequently  met  with  cases  in 
which  the  tubboe  has  been  the  earliest  or  even  the  only  mani- 
"festation  of  the  disease.*'    The  yaw,  in  its  endeavour  to  break 

•  NiohollV  Reoort,  d.  292. 
t  Nicholls'  Report,  p.  290. 
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Fiji,  through  the  thick  sole  skin,  causes  acute  pain.  When  through, 
1B98.  it  forms  a  papilomattous  tumour,  raised  well  above  ihe  surface, 
surrounded  by  a  sharp  collar  of  the  (thick  homy  skin,  and  secre- 
ting a  musty,  foetid,  moist  secretion  from  the  base  of  the  sulcus. 
If  tiie  skin  be  pared  off  before  the  mmtdoma  breaks  through,  a 
cavity,  filled  with  a  white,  cheesy,  foetid  material,  the  macerated 
epithelial  cells,  will  be  found  between  the  yaw  and  epidermis. 

A  hypertrophic  dermatitis  may  affect  the  palms  and  soles  in 
the  late  stage.  The  cuticle  becomes  thickened,  hard,  and  brittle ; 
it  cracks  transversely,  and  deep  fissures  may  form  along  the 
natural  flexures ;  it  desquamates  or  comes  off  in  ragged,  irregidar 
flakes,  or  it  may  present  a  honey-combed  appearance.'  In  a 
couple  of  instances  the  palm  of  the  hand  presented  the  look  of 
a  large  involuting  yaw,  covering  the  whole  surface.  The  sur- 
face was  moist  ana  granular,  like  dried-up  yaw  secretion,  and  the 
akin  was  thickened,  cracked,  and  desquamating.  The  Fijian 
name  for  this  condition  is  '*  kakaca''  (kakatha).* 

13.  Indians  rarely  complain  df  any  s^ptoms  during  incuba- 
tion. Pains  in  the  le^  bones,  especially  ait  night,  myalgia, 
furred  tongue,  and  malaise  may  occur  during  the  course  of  the 
eruption.  In  some  cases  nocturnal  tibial  pains,  pains  in  joints, 
anaemia,  and  even  marked  cachexia,  are  common.  Children  are 
prone  to  diarrhoea.  Itching  of  the  skin  is  common.  Laryngitis 
was  noted  occasionally.  Congestion  of  .the  fauces  may  be  seen. 
The  latter  throat  ulceration  is.  painful. 

14.  The  duration  of  yaws  is  variable.  Some  cases  get  well  in 
a  month  or  six  weeks'  time ;  they  are  the  exception.  More  often 
the  period  is  six  months  Or  longer  (including  relapses).  It  may, 
however,  last  a  couple  of  years.  Isolated  "  sucuvis  '  or  "  tubboes  " 
may  crop  up,  two,  three,  four,  or  linore  years  after  the  patient 
seems  cured.  Fijian  adults  are  very  subject  to  them.  Here  are 
a  few  Indian  examples:  Lalbahadur,  first  admission  for  yaws, 
ITovember,  1894,  re-admitted  for  "sucuvi,**  February,  1897; 
Diljharia,  female,  yaws,  December,  1895,  "sucuvi,"  Februarv, 
1897;  Daltu,  yaws,  October,  1894,  "sucuvi,"  February,  1897; 
Thakur,  yaws,  March,  1896,  "  sucuvi,"  January,  1898 ;  Chattia, 
a  boy,  yaws,  October,  1894,  "  sucuvi,"  February,  1897.  Anpach, 
1892-1898. 

16.  Relapses  are  very  common  and  depend  upon  the  relinquish- 
ment of  treatment  at  too  early  a  period.  These  Indians,  being 
indentured  labourers,  cannot  well  be  detained  in  hospital  after 
the  disappearance  of  active  symptoms.  I  have  compiled  a  rougb 
list  of  the  number  of  relapses  observed  in  the  Labasa  plantation 

*  When  the  thickened,  cracked  skin  comes  away,  a  soft,  shining,  pink  patch 
of  new  skin  is  left. 
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hospitals.      The  list  is  imperfect,  as  some  of  the  records  couLl        Fui 
not  be  obtained.    It  embraces  the  years  1892-1898 :  —  1898. 

Number  of  cases  with  no  relapses  . 
»t      »f     If      >f      1      *> 


II  II  If  19  * 

II  II  II  II  <5 

II  II  II  II  ^ 

•I  II  II  ^1  V 

.ft  ff  9f  »9  O 


123 

68 

24 

12 

4 

4 

1 


Be-admission  for  "  sucuvi  '*  or  tobboes  are  included  in  this  list 
Dr.  Orgias,*  in  Dr.  Nicholls'  Beport,  observes  that  relapses  occur 
most  frequently  amongst  East  Indians  at  St.  Lucia. 

16.  As  a  rule  women  appear  to  suffer  less  from  yaws  than  men ; 
the  eruption  is  not  so  intense,  although  the  most  extensive  rash  I 
have  ever  seen  was  in  a  woman.  It  disappears  more  quickly 
under  treatment,  and  relapses  are  less  common. 

On  the  plimtations  children  do  not  often  contract  the  disease 
owing  to  the  rapid  isolation  of  adults  and  the  peculiar  method 
of  propagation  oDserved  amongst  them.  The  children  of  ''  free  '* 
Inoians,  not  living  on  a  planlation,  however,  contract  the  disease 
freely.  When  seen,  they  are  usually  covered  with  a  typical 
eruption  and,  as  they  can  be  detained  for  treatment  for  an  in* 
definite  period,  relapses  or  sequelse  are  very  uncommon.  Ony- 
ehia  and  dermatitis  are  rare. 

17.  Do  tertiary  symptoms  follow  yawsP  This  is  a  vexed 
question.  The  native  races  affected  by  yaws  are  also  subject  to 
strumous  disease  and  syphilis,  and  it  is  di£Gicult  to  decide  whether 
certain  eequelsB  are  the  result  of  the  yaws  or  the  tubercular  or 
sjrphilitic  taints.  Writers  on  ithe  subject  are  divided.  Dr. 
Alfred  Nicholls  maintains  that  tertiary  symptoms  never  follow 
yaws :  <that  such  are  manifestations  of  tuberculosis.  He  con* 
cludest  ''that  the  concurrence  of  the  two  diseases  lead  to  the 
"  formation  of  anomalous  symptoms  that  are  liable  to  give  rise  to 
''  errors  in  diagnosis,^'  and  that  the  condition  of  the  disease 
''  produced  is  of  an  aggravated  type  and  relapsing  nature."  On 
the  other  hand,  Dr.  Numa  Bat,t  also  a  West  Indian  writer,  says, 
**  Destructive  ulceration  of  the  nares,  pharynx,  and  soft  palatt  is 
*'  one  of  the  later  manifestations  of  yaws."  Dr.  Prout,§  speaking 
of  African  yaws,  says,  "  Destructive  ulceration  of  the  throaft  and 
"  nasal  bones  may  occur,  but  is  rare,  and  then  only  in  long  stand* 
''  ing  cases,"  and  that  this  only  occurs  in  individuals  "  debili- 
*'  tated  from  any  cause,  such  as  improper  food  and  bad  treatment, 
"  or  in  strumous  constitutions." 

Fijian  natives,  amongst  whom  syphilis  is  unknown  (and  there- 
fore  may  be  excluded),  but  tubercular  diseases  common,  suffer 

•  NiefaoUs'  Report,  p.  248. 

t  Heport  p.  225. 

t  Yaws:  Its  nature  and  treatment. 

f  Davidson's  Hygiene  and  Diseases  of  Warm  Climates,  p.  515. 
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Fiji,        from  certain  lupoid  diseases  of  the  palate,   naso-pliarynz  and 
^^^^'        larynx,  accompanied  by  extensive  destructive  ulceration,  called 
'*  kana  e  loma  " ;  from  lupoid  ulceration  of  the  skin  of  the  face, 
nose,  forearms,  trunk,  &c.,  from  chronic  spreading  tdcers  of  the 
extremities,  called  *' vidikoso '' ;  from  osteal  nodes,  and  osteal 
caries;  and  from  rheumatic  pains.     All  these  are  rapidly  in- 
fluenced by  iodine  of  potassium,  which  rather  opposes  the  tuber- 
cular origin.     Every  native  has  had  yaws  in  childhood,  and  the 
quesHon  arises.  Are  they  tertiary  manifestations  of  yaws,  or  are 
they  scrofulous?    The  Hon,  B.  G.  Comey,  Chief  Medical  OflGicer 
of  the  Colony,  who  has  had  an  unrivalled  experience  of  native 
diseases,  writes  in  the  Beport  on  the  decrease  of  the  native  popu- 
lation, Section  466,  as  follows : — "  An  idea  of  the  serious  nature 
'*  of  yaws  may  be  obtained  from  observations  of  its  behaviour  when 
''acquired   by  an  adult  white  ^man.       Such  cases  have  been 
*'  numerous  enough  in  Fiji  to  impress  the  European  residents  with 
^' dread  and  disgust.      In  the  majority  of  such  instances  the 
''disease  has  permanently  shattered  the  health  of  ihe  persons 
''  attacked,  its  tertiary  effects  simulating  those  of  neglected  syphi-^ 
"  lis ;  for,  while  often  no  less  severe,  they  may  ^rove  almost  as  in- 
'^  eradicable.    They  are  manifested  by  lasting  impairment  of 
''  the  nutritive  functions,  emaciation,  inflammation  of  bones  or 
*"  joints,  intractable  ulcerations,  and  marked  constitutional  weak- 
^'ness."    And  again.  Section  531: — "Taws  (coko)  occurring  in 
''  children  of  tubercular  parents  is  probably  intensified  in  ifts 
■"  severity,  and  children  who  have  been  weakened  by  a  prolonged 
''  attack  of  it  are  the  more  prone  to  die  of  some  form  of  tuber- 
''*  culosis.     Adults  who  bear  marks  of  severe  yaws  in  childhood 
"are  more  liable  to  contract  some  form  of  tuberculosis  in  after 
''life.''       In  the  preceding  sections  he  enumerates  the  various 
iorms  of  lupoid  ulcerations  I  have  already  mentioned,  but  con- 
eiders  them  tubercular.     Dr.  Daniels,*  who  has  had  experience 
of  both  the  Fijian  and  American  diseases,  considers  these  lupoid 
ulcerations  to  be  true  sequelse  of  yaws.     I  have  not  had  suffici- 
ently long  experience  of  yaws  in  Indiana — only  six  years — to 
liave  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  long-standing  cases.      Yet 
within  the  last  year  three  such  cases  of  lupoid  ulceration,  two  in 
the  throat  and  one  on  the  legs,  have  passed  throup^h  the  hospital. 
"None  of  the  three  had  any  external  strumous  signs ;  in  none  was 
a  history  of  previous  syphilis  elicited ;  but  all  three  were  greatly 
debilitated  by  the  attack,  and  one  died.    I  append  brief  notes  of 
ihese  cases:  — 

1.  Ghilzari,  aged  about  26,  first  admitted  to  hospital  on  July 
13th,  1897,  with  large  fungating  ulcer  of  penis,  one  inch  long, 
and  phimosis;  circumcised;  sore  throat;  August  20th,  a  maculo- 
squamous  eruption;  did  not  form  grantilomata.  Discharged 
October  12th ;  readmitted  November  9th,  1897.  The  sore  on 
pern's  had  broken  down  again,  and  he  had  a  general  eruption  of 
trpical  yaws ;  ansemic ;  November  24th,  cachectic ;  yaw  on  hard 

0  Manson,  Tropical  Diseases,  p.  430. 
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jtalate ;  yaws  inyolutixig ;  December  14tI]L,  yaws  confined  to  face ;  Pui, 
Januaxy  Gth^  1898>  a  iresk  and  abundant  crop  of  yaws  coming 
-out,  eepecaally  oyer  scalp  (a  rare  instance),  nose,  eyelids,  mouth, 
iknd  axillsB;  February  3rd,  yaws  all  gone;  February  16th,  B« 
tonsil  ulcerated,  condition  much  improved;  March  18th,  yaws 
on  mucous  membrane  of  lips,  both  tonsils  still  ulcerated,  laryng- 
itis, yaw  eruption  has  almost  left  body.  Discharfi^ed  April,  1898. 
Meantime  he  became  a  "  free  man."  In  November  returned  for 
treatment;  anaemic,  pain  and  tenderness  over  tibisB,  lupoid 
ulceration  of  palate  and  pharynx,  dysphonia;  November  26th, 
temperature  I00'4,  pulse  96,  x)aresis  of  right  arm  and  leg,  re- 
£exes  normal,  (throat  healing,  headache ;  November  28th,  com- 
plete hemiplegia  of  right  side,  aphasia,  patellar  reflex  exag- 
gerated, ankle  clonus ;  improved  duri^  next  few  days,  and  power 
of  speech  returned;  December  7th,  became  comatose,  muscular 
iremors,  remained  in  this  condition  till  the  12th,  when  he  died. 
As  I  was  away  from  my  district  at  time  of  death,  no  autopsy  was 
onade,  unfortunately. 

2.  Jangha,  aged  about  30,  May  2nd,  1898,  rin?  of  raised  narrow 
ulceration  half  round  sulcus  penis;  Mav  18tE,  general  raised 
•eruption,  like  urticaria;  May  23rd,  well-marked  flat  papular 
stage,  e.g.f  ulcer  pillar  right  fauces,  rash  aborting,  ansemic; 
-June  6ih,  pains  rignt  side  neck,  over  trachosa  and  knees  at  night ; 
June  23ra,  eruption  mixed,  involuting,  dark,  glazed,  wrinkled, 

<over  limbs  and  neck,  j^atches  of  desquamation,  flattened  yaws 
nearly  gone ;  black  stuned  maculae  abundant  over  body,  palms, 
soles,  throat  healed,  rheumatic  pains ;  July  ,  anaemic,  erup- 
tion scaly,  penis  again  ulcerated ;  August  1st,  staining  all  gone, 
but  patches  of  shining  scaly  skin  remain  on  limbs,  and  especially 
•on  sides  and  soles  of  feet ;  August  25th,  clearing  up ;  September 
10th,  laryngitis,  encircling  sore  of  glans  penis  and  foreskin, 
-cachectic ;  November  21st,  throat  again  ulcerated,  and  fresh  yaw 
•eruption  coming  out ;  December  8th,  discharged ;  Januaiy  4th, 
1899,  readmittra,  with  abscess  in  ischio-rectal  fossa,  and  lupoid 
"ulceration  of  psJate;  18th,  both  sides  of  palate  show  lupoid 
ulceration,  yaws  on  upper  lip,  numerous  small  scaly  patches  legs 
and  ankles,  and  black  stains,  cachectic.  Still  under  observation. 
His  wife,  Basaniia,  had  also  yaws,  some  on  genitalia. 

3.  Batoa,  aged  about  20,  two  months  in  hospital  with  yaws, 
July- August,  1894,  and  again  in  October  1894.    In  June,  ,1897, 

-three  years  later,  readmitted  for  large  irregular  ulceration  of 
«oles  of  feet  and  "sucuvi";  cured  July  22nd;  readmitted 
August  20th,  1897,  ulcers  had  broken  down  again,  exuding  a 
thin  ichorous  discharge ;  in  October  a  bullous  eruption  appeared 
round  one  of  the  ulcers,  then  broke  down  leaving  fresh  ulcerated 
surfaces ;  henceforth  would  heal  up,  but  immediately  break  down 
again ;  in  January,  1898,  skin  of  right  leg,  from  knee  downwards, 
T)roke  down,  forming  a  series  of  irregular  ulcers,  alternately  heal- 
ing and  breaking  down  all  through  1898 ;  meantime  cachexia 
-«et  in ;  August  1898,  a  fresh  crop  of  granulomata  appeared  on  back 
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and  shoulderB ;  September^  sole  ulcera  compleitely  healed  and  ii^ 
October  the  leg  healed,  having  a  good  deal  of  pigmentation,  but 
little  scarring.  Discharged.  December,  1898,  readmitted,  leg 
ulcers  having  broken  down,  and  is  still  imder  treatment 

18.  From  the  above  description  of  the  earlier  stages  of  yaw 
evolution,  the  macular,  squamous,  papular,  and  squamo-papular 
eruptions  may  readily  be  confounded  with  syphilides.  The 
resemblance  is  closer  in  the  involution  stages,  and  this,  combined 
with  the  primary  chancre,  may  lead  to  a  mistaken  diagnosis  of 
syphilis.  When  once,  however,  the  typical  granuloma  appears,, 
the  doubt  vanishes.  At  some  stages  of  the  eruption,  especially 
when  mixed,  the  appearance  approximates  closely  to  a  svphilide, 
and  if  seen  only  at  that  time,  the  observer  might  be  pardoned  f or 
sajring  it  was  a  case  of  syphilis.  Certain  of  the  later  manifesta- 
tions, the  condylomata,  the  onychia,  and  the  scaly  dermatitis^ 
of  palms  and  soles  resemble  syphilis.  Although  superficial  re- 
semblances  may  thus  exist  between  the  two  diseases,  the  contrasta 
between  them  are  so  marked  that  the  two  diseases  should  never 
be  confounded. 

A  medical  man,  a  TTniversity  professor,  who  favoured  Hutchin- 
son's theory  of  the  similarity  of  the  two  diseases,  while  on  a  visit 
to  Fiji,  suggested  to  me,  in  conversation,  that  a  table,  drawn  up 
comparing  them,  would  be  useful;  and,  as  their  course  ana 
symptoms  lend  themselves  to  such  a  comparison,  I  have  roughly^ 
put  together  the  following  scheme : — 


Yaws. 


Ineuhation^lO  days  to  6  weekk 

Primary  «ord— None  ;  or  a  yaw  at  site 
of  inoculation  ;  or  infiltration, 
if  that  site  be  a  sore. 
Secondary  incnbation? 

S&eondartf  SifmpUmi^ 

Eruption :  er7thematon8(inacalar) 
squamous,  papular,  endinff  in  a 
jpranuloma  or  yaw,  chieny  on 
face,  reck,  trunk,  extremities 
(extensor  and  flexor  aspects), 
genitaEa. 

MucouA  membrane :  yaws  or 
papules  on  lips,  mouth  and 
tongue. 

Junction  of  skin  and  mucous 
membrane,  yaw.  common. 

Tonsillar  ulceration,  not  common. 

Ko  loss  of  hair. 

Pains  in  bones,  but  no  periostitis. 

Eruption  itchy. 

Deep  pigmentation  left. 

No  iritis, 

Adenitis  uncommon. 


Syphilis. 


About  26  days. 

Primary    sore  —  A    charaoteristie 
chancre. 

Secondary  incubation — 5-7  weeks. 


Secondary  Sympion 

Eruption:  roseolar,  squamous^ 
papalar,  vesicular  not  ending  in 
a  granuloma,  chiefly  on  neck,, 
chest,  abdomen,  flexor  aspect 
forearms. 

Mucous  membrane :  Shallow 
ulcers  or  mucous  patches,  lips 
and  tongue 

Junction  of  skin  and  mucuoos- 
membrane,  no  lesion. 

Tonsillar  ulceration,  common. 

Loss  of  hair. 

Painsin  bones  and  periostitis. 

Not  itchy. 

No  pigmentation  ? 

Iritis. 

Adenitis  oommoa. 
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.JmUt  Secondary  Stage — 

Granulomata    of   feet    (sucavi, 

tubboes). 
Hypertrophic  dermatitis  of  palms 

and  soles. 
Belapsing  chancres  or  **  mother 

yaws ''  common,  no  rupia. 
No  lesions  of  testes. 
None  (?)o 


Ternary  Stage  ;— 
None. 

?  Periostial  nodes. 
?  Lupoid  ulceration. 

None. 
None. 

Not  hereditary  or  eongemtal- 
None. 

A  tropical  disease. 
Ghieiijr  affects  children. 
?  A  micrococcus. 

-Helapeu — Common* 


Syphilis. 


Later  Secondary  Siage-^ 
None. 

Palmar  psoriasis. 

Belapsing  ohanoreR  rare    Bupia. 

Sarcocele. 

Cellular  infiltration  of  arteries 
and  viscera. 

Tertiary  Stager- 
Gummata. 
Periostitis. 

Sespigmous  and  lupoid  ulcera- 
tion. 
Eye  lesions. 
Nerve  lesipns. 

Hereditary  or  congenital-^ 

Tendency  to  cause  miscarriage. 
A  general  disease. 
Chiefly  affects  adults. 
No  germ  discovered. 

JZtfto/MM^Bare,     runs     a     definite 
oourse.t 


Fiji, 
1898. 


*  See  case  of  Gukari.    Sec  17. 
t  Hutchinson  :  Syphilis,  p.  39. 

19.  Tbe  treatment  may  be  summed  up  in  the  use  of  three 
-drugSy  iodine,  mercury,  and  iron,  in  various  preparations  and  com- 
binations,  according  to  tbe  individual  case.  In  ordinary  cases 
1  give  Uq.bydarg.perdilor.  1  drm.,and  potassium  iodide,  grains  5, 
gradually  increased  to  ^^rains  20-30,  tnree  times  a  day.  If  tbere 
is  any  ansBmia  or  debility  I  omit  tbe  mercury  and  substitute 
iron  and  strychnine,  although  sometimes  liq.  hydarg.  perdilor. 
and  liq.  ferri  perchlor.,  and  liq.  strychninse  do  as  well.  In 
the  later  stages  mercury  may  be  omiitted.  Donovan's  solution  is 
•  often  veiT  useful,  (gradually  increased ;  or  the  iodides  and  phos- 
phates 01  iron.  Sometimes,  indeed,  iron  and  arsenic  alone  act 
as  well  as  any  other  combination. 

Some  consider  specific  treatment  in  the  early  stages  prone  to 
produce  relapses,  and  use  diaphoretics  to  brin^  out  uie  eruption. 
But  this,  to  me,  seems  only  to  prolong  the  disease  which  it  is 
"One's  object  to  cut  short  as  soon  as  possible.  TTnder  specifics, 
-especially  ihe  iodides,  the  rash  quickly  aborts,  and  relapses  are 
-due,  I  believe,  wholly,  at  any  rate  largely,  to  ithe  too  earlv  stop- 
page of  treatment.  The  iodides  and  tonics  should  be  acuninis- 
^red  for  some  months  after  the  disappearance  of  all  visible 
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Fiji,  manifestatioiis.  And  akould  any  premonitory  symptoms  o^ 
^^^  relapse  show  themselyes,  a  recourse  to  iodides  should  at  once  be- 
Lad. 

Local  treatment  I  do  not  think  to  be  of  any  use  during  the- 
course  of  a  general  eruption  of  granulomata.  Mouth  anduroat . 
ulcerations  should  be  treated  on  general  principles. 

If  "sucuvi"  or  "soki"  are  scraped  with  a  Yolkmann's  spoon 
and  cauterized   with   acid  nitrate  of  mercury  a  rapid  cure  is- 
effected. 

^  For  the  dermatitis,  sometimes  salicylic  oiivtment,  sometimea- 
lin.  'poialB.  iodidi  seems  to  benefit ;  but  mostly  time  and  specific 
treatment  are  the  only  remedies.       Scraping  is  also  a  usefoL 
remedy  for  fungating  sores  and  lupoid  ulcerations. 

As  in  all  other  debilitating  diseases"  good  food,  healthy  sur- 
roundings, fresh  air,  and  moderate  exercise  are  of  the  utmost-, 
importance. 

20.  I  shall  add  brief  notes  of  some  cases  illustrative  of  the* 
description  of  the  disease  as  given  above: — 

(1.)  Illustrating  recurrence  of  chancres,  or  ulcers  of  penis : 

Qouri,  admitted  November  5th,  1897,  wiith'  large  fungating* 
ulcers  behind  sulcus  penis ;  circumcised ;  discharged  December^ 
8th,  ulcer  healed ;  no  eruption ;  readmitted  January  7th,  1898, 
with  (a)  yellowish  ulcers  at  sulcus  penis,  and  (b)  raised  red  ulcer  - 
around  meatus  urethrsB,  {e)  a  chain  of  minute  herpetic  vesicles; 
a  macular,  scaly,  glazed  rash  on  arms  and  neck ;  no  lesions  dF' 
throat  or  mouth.    In  two  weeks  ulcers  healed  and  rash  gone. 
Readmitted  March  10th,  1898,  with  large,  hard,  raised  granu- 
loma on  sulcus  penis;  ulcer  on  each  tonsil ;  rash  on  trunk,  and' 
large,  round,  annular,  shining  eruption  on  arms  and  hands,  boibr 
aspects ;  March  18th,  yaws  lower  lip,  rash  g^ne,  penis  healed ; 
April  6th,  well ;  May  5th,  yaws  on  lips,  upper  and  lower,  frssnum 
of  tongue  and  left  axilla ;  all  healed  on  17ih ;  June  19th,  yaw- 
eruption,  cMefly  on  face ;  large,  annular,  left  axilla,  July  ISfth ; 
October  6th,  1898,  recurrence  of  yaws  on  nose  and  lips ;  well ; 
October  23rd,  discharged. 

His  wife,  Ghingadi,  had  also  a  mild  attack  of  yaws. 

(2.)  and  (3.)  Husband  and  wife.  Husband,  mother,  yaw,  ankle ; 
wife,  vulva. 

(2.)  Pudai,  May  7th,  1897,  mother  yaw,  dorsum  of  right  foot ; 
June  3rd,  general  yaws  eruption,  not  numerous;  June  16th,. 
aborting,  complains  pains  in  legs  and  ankle  joints ;  July  27th,.. 
rash  all  gone.  Readmitted  September  6th,  1897,  with  recur-- 
rence  of  mother  yaw  dorsum  of  foot,  and  several  yaws  on  body, 
limbs  and  penis ;  September  29th,  all  gone,  well.  BeadmitteiT 
January  24th,  1898,  papular  eruption  face  and  trunk ;  "  sucuvi  '^ 
feet ;  well  by  the  6th  March,  and  discharged. 
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(3.)  Sidliani,  wife  of  Pudai,  marked  hypertrophic  dermatitis.        Fui, 
Admitted  August  30th,  1897,  with  large  mother  jaw  on  labia,        1898. 
4uad  smaller  yaws  on  fourchette,  lar^e  crop  of  yaws  trunk  and       """* 
Jimbs;  September  27th,  rash  aborting,  Tulva  nealed;  October 
7th,  well.     Readmitted  November  10th,  with  a  general  eruption 
'Of  large,  flat,  yellow  tubercles  in  various  stages,  skin  peeling  oft 
hands,  no  eruption  genitals ;  December  7th,  eruption  all  gone ; 
December  13th,  fresh  eruption  on  legs;  January  26th,  1898, 
lyaws,  broad,  flat,  partly  sc|dy  on  skin  and  lege ;  February  12th, 
1898,  fresh,  copious    eruption   of   broad,  flat   yaws  on  back; 
Tebruary  28th,  yaws  covered  with  squamous  desquamation,  very 
like  psoriasis ;  April,  paftches  fading ;  April  25th,  large  eruption 
•^of  annular  yaws,  up  to  size  of  crown,  with  dark  staining  in  in- 
teriors on  back-like  ringworm ;  May  5th,  dermatitis  soles ;  lOth, 
<^deep  Assures ;  May  28th,  still  scaly  soles,  nort  painful ;  June  6th, 
~  well ;   July  4th,  fresh  eruption,  leaving  large  patches  of  dark 
-staining  trunk  and  limbs ;   September  Sth,  dermatitis,  with  fis- 
-sures  soles  and  palms ;  October  15th,  well ;  January  16th,  1899, 
yaws  on  lips,  scaly  papules  on  sides  of  body,  marked  dermatitis 
-palms  and  soles.    Still  under  treatment 

(4.)  Persistent  eruption,  with  dermatitis  of  palms : 

Eulabia,  female,  admiitted  April  25th,  18^8,  with  an  abundant 

typical  eruption  at  yaws  over  trunk  and  limbs.    Says  first  sore 

"^mother  yaw)  was  under  chin.    May  11th,  emT)tion  beginning 

to  decrease ;  June  to  August,  eruption  at  a  standstill ;  September 

12ih,  a  few  abortive  spots  remain  only ;  September  26th,  large 

yaws  on  feet ;  December         ,  only  scaly  papules  left ;  December 

19{h,  made  an  out-patient.      Readmitted  January  16th,  with 

^arge  masses  of  yaws  about  ankles,  legs,  arms,  and  dermatitis 

^of  both  palms.    Still  under  itreatment. 

(5.)  Extremely  abundant  eruptions,  with  profuse  desquamation : 

Anopia,  female,  admitted  June  23rd,  1898,  with  papulo-pus- 

tular  rash  over  neck,  armpits,  chest,  back  and  arms,  covered  with 

thick,  yellowish  scabs ;  also  large  crop  over  genitals.      In  one 

month  completely  disappeared,  leaving  decT)  sitaining.    August 

'^th,  enormous  crop  of  confluent,  annular  yuws  on  legs,  genitals, 

-and  anus ;  but  few  on  face,  trunk  or  arms,  very  itchy ;  August 

"HOQif  rapidly  fading,  leaving  black  staining;   September  8th, 

•only  two  symmetrical  masses  of  yaws  on  internal  ankles,  also  some 

«on  genitals ;  September  26th,  skin  very  rough  and  scaly  between 

pigment  patches,  no  scales  on  maculsB,  eruption  starting  round 

>mouth ;  well,  October  17th.    Readmitted  November  2nd,  1898, 

very  profuse  eruption  of  itchy,  broad  yaws;  also  at  angles  of 

mouth,  and  on  buccal  mucous  membrane ;  December  12th,  fresh 

-^rop  trunk,  gums,  buccal  mucous  membrane,  iongue  ulcerated 

-on  edges,  and  two  yaws  on  dorsum  tongue ;  January,  1899,  ony- 

•^hia  on  all  fingers ;  January  25th,  eruption  still  abundant,  abdo- 

Tncn  ond  legs,  mouth,  mucous  membrane  many  yaws.      Under 

-treatment. 
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(6.)  Squamous  eruption^  in  debilitated  subject — onycbiai  &c.  i. 

Munia,  female,  Noyember  16thy  1897,  anaemic,  maculo-papu- 
lar,  eruptive,  trunk  and  arms ;  November  22nd,  rash  papular^, 
several  granulomata,  three  or  four  on  labia  majcra;  December 
3rd,  rash  gone,  dark  staining ;  December  14th,  distinct,  raised^, 
duaky  eruption,  broad  and  round,  on  arms  and  legs ;  December 
23rd,  more  raised ;  December  29th,  still  more  raised,  squamous^ 
dark ;  January  2nd,  more  scaly ;  January  24th,  very  like  psoria- 
sis, copious,  trunk,  legs,  both  aspects  of  arms ;  February  1st,  hazi- 
ness cornea  O.S. ;  February  17th,  rash  gone,  black  stains.    Re- 
admitted   May  16th,  1898,   annular  yaw,   eruptive  shoulders, 
breast,  upper  limbs,  hands,    broad    turbercles  on  vulva,  lips- 
ulcerated,  deep  staining  of  first  eruption  still  over  body,  condy- 
loma ani,  rheumartic  pains  joints ;  May  30th,  eruption  all  gone, 
except  yaws  on  feet;  June  7th,  ulcer  cornea,  O.S.,  conjunctival 
injection;    June   27th,    serpiginous    ulcer    and    corneal  haze,, 
anaemic;  July  30th,  ulcer  healed,  yaws  on  lips;  August  8ih, . 
onychia;  August  23rd,  relapse,  yaws  about  mouth  and  nails; 
December,  1898,  onychia  of  fingers  still  troublesome. 

(7.)  Abortive  eruption,  no  recurrence : 

Tilia,  female,  October  7th,  1897,  raised,  dark  macular  erup- 
tion, best  seen  at  a  distance,  over  body  and  limbs,  fauces  con- 
gested, whole  left  labia  one  mass  of  yaw  granulomata,  also  yaws 
nymphee;  October  13th,  vulvar  eruption  increasing,  on  pubis, 
yaw  encircling  posterior  fourchette,  eruption  become  papular  on 
body;  October  20th,  eruption  mostly  gone,  a  few  papules  left, 
only;  October  29th,  only  black  staining  sites  of  papules. 

(8.)  Large  mother  yaw  on  back,  abortive  eruption : 
Hira,  April  9th,  1897,  large  yaw,  three  inches  across,  one  and 
a  half  inches  wide,  irregular,  formed  by  coalescence  of  smaller  - 
yaws,  on  back.     One  month  before  received  small  wound  front 
barbed  wire  at  spot.       A  few  yawp  ^imbs;   by  middle  of  May 
mother  yaw  healed  and  eruption  gone.    No  relapse. 

(9.)  Mother  yaw  penis,  no  eruption;  "  sucuvis"  a  year  later: 

Ganpat,  November  1st,  1897,  ulcers  of  penis,  phimosis,  na 
bubo,  no  eruption,  throat  normal;  lasted  eight  weeks.  Re- 
admitted September  15th,  1898,  with  "sucuvis"  of  feet.  Wife 
also  had  yaws. 

(10.)  Fresh  (second)  infection  P 

Jagessar  Singh,  had  yaws,  a  severe  attack,  from  February,  1896, 
to  September,  1896.  On  June  24th,  1898,  he  was  readmitted  to 
hospital  with  a  large  yaw  on  sulcus  penis,  with  a  considerable 
thickening  of  tissues.  This  healed  in  a  month;  no  relapse,  no 
eruption. 

(11.)  Inoculation  on  penis,  abortive  eruption,  "sucuvi*': 

Mohura  Lai,  primary  sore  penis,  May  19th,  1897 ;  June  18th, . 
abortive  yaw  eruption.    Discharged  July  13th,  1897.     Sucuvis,^ 
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December  20tli|  1897|  also  two  patchea  of  dermatitis  solei  of  feet       Fui, 
-Cured  January  16th,  1898. 

(12.)  Yaws  penis,  marked  joint  pains,  persistent  face  eruption : 

Somai,  November  15th,  1897,  large  yaw  sore  sulcus  penis,  ex- 
tending half  round  glans  phimosis,  no  eruption;  January 
1st,  sn^  anal  condyloma.  Discharged  January  19th,  1898, 
well.  Beadmitted  February  9th,  1898,  for  pains  in  knees, 
ankles,  and  wrists,  a  few  small  yaws  on  chin  and  cheeks ;  March 
Ist,  abundant  yaw  eruption ;  April  ,  yaws  confined  to  neck 

4tnd  face,  throat  sores;  May,  laryngitis,  still  pains  in  bones 
of  legs,  yaws  round  neck,  eyes,  nose,  and  chin,  dark  staining ; 
June,  large  yaws  over  face  and  neck,  as  before,  and  large  yaw 
^oilla;  July,  yaws,  like  rupia,  about  face,  laryngitis;^  August, 
eruption  going  away,  yaws  angles  of  eyes  and  lips,  pains  across 
-chest ;  September,  well. 

(13)  (14)  and  (15.)  Mother  and  two  children ;  former  contracted 
yaws  ^om  suckling  her  baby ;  mother  yuw  on  nipple. 

Two  children,  one  infant  suckling,  only  a  few  yaws  each, 
^chiefly  mouth  and  anus;  in  hospit^  from  August,  1896,  to 
March,  1897.  Mother  contracted  yaw  on  n^'pple  October,  1896, 
anaemic,  painjs  knees,  legs,  and  ankles,  only  a  few  granulomata 
forehead  and  elbow ;  well,  March,  1897. 

(16)  (17)  and  (18.)  Woman  infecting  two  men  cohabiting  with 
lier: 

Patia,  female,  February,  1897,  yaws  on  genitalia,  slight  erup- 
tion ;  July,  yaws  reappeared  on  genitalia ;  well,  August,  1897. 

Sital,  husband,  February,  1897,  jraw  ulceration  penis,  circum- 
cised, abundant  and  severe  eruption.  In  hospital  seven  and  a 
half  nionihs. 

Tega,  February  23rd,  1897,  with  two  larfre  yaws  on  foreskin ; 
•cohabiting  with  Patia;  says  yaws  came  three  weeks  before; 
oiature  of  eruption  not  mentioned  in  notes.  Well,  April  22nd, 
.no  relapse. 

(19)  and  (20.)  Mu  infecting  wife;  both  mild: 

Singha,  hospital  February  22nd,  1897,  says  first  yaw  (mother 
yaw)  came  on  neck  six  weeks  before;  has  black  stain  on  neck, 
.^Iso  stain  chest;  has  vaws  on  penis,  scrotum,  anus,  and  left 
"axilla;  phimosis.    Well,  April. 

Anupa,  wife,  hospital  March  22nd,  1897,  with  four  yaws  on 
labia  majora,  and  one  oh  nympha,  none  on  rest  of  body;  yaws 
,gone,  April  2ist  1897.    No  relapse. 

(21)  and  (22.)  Wife  infecting  husband: 

Mohania,  March  22nd,  1897,  with  two  large  yaws  and  some 
smaller  ones  on  vulva,  a  few  yaws  body  and  arms,  vulvar  yawi 
increasing  in  size,  and  mucous  membrane  between  them  becoii- 
ang  infiltntted  with  yaw   material;    healc'    April  24th,  and 
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Fiji,        discharged.      Aeadmitted  August  2nd,  1897,  with  many  yaws 
189«.        round  vulva,  very  itchy;  October,  1897,  labiaJ  yaws  recurred, 
and  condyloma  ani ;  November,  well. 

Matabadal,  husband,  admitted  May  7th,  1897,  with  yaw  on 
penis;  June,  general  eruption;  June  18th,  yaws  aborting,  black 
maculsB,  penis  yaw  nearly  gone,  skin  dry,  rough,  cm^ing  in 
patches  over  back  and  limbs ;  July  22nd,  ^scharged,  well. 
(23.)  Child  with  mixed  eruption,  pustules: 
Sumara,  male,  about  two  or  three  years  old,  admitted  February 
2&th,  1898,  with  mixed  eruption;   copious  (1)   erythematorefr 
macular,  eruption  on  trunk  and  limbs ;  (2)  papules  trunk ;   (3) 
pustules,  irregular,  oval,  round,  various  sizes,  ianink  and  limbs ; 
(4)  numerous  herpes-like  spots  about  face,  chin,  cheeks,  fore* 
iiead,  angles  mouth  ulcerated,  had  eruption  two  weeks  before 
admission ;  March  2nd,  spots  all  developing  more  or  less  into 
flat-topped  papules,   very  yaw-like;    14tii,  eruption  aborting; 
April  10th,  eruption  of  granulomata;  May  18ui,  nearly  gone, 
only  remains  on  buttocks ;   June  19th,  pustular  eruption  fore- 
head, much  staining  trunk  and  limbs,  rhinitis,  conjunctivitis; 
discharged  July  4th,  1898.    Readmitted  September  2l8t,  with  a 
general  eruption  of  yaws  over  body.     Cured  November  30th,. 
1898.     His  mother  was  treated  for  .yaws  about  July,  1896. 

(24)  (25)  and  (26.)  Woman  infecting  two  men  cohabiting  with 
her ;  troublesome  onychia  in  two  cases : 

(24.)  Sheorania,  admitted  March  1st,  1898,  with  yaw  papules  on 
vulva,  and  lips,  right  tonsil  ulcerated,  eruption,  dark,  erythemo* 
papular  over  body ;  March  21st,  yaw  eruption  gone.  Readmitted 
May  2nd,  with  yaws  on  lips,  and  paronychia ;  June,  onychia  of 
three  fingers  and  thumb ;  sucuvis  '*  feet ;  onychia  healed  about 
end  of  July.  Readmitted  September  12th,  1898,  with  yaws  about 
mouth  and  lips.  Discharged  September  21st.  On  October  11th 
readmitted.  Note  reads  yaw  on  index  finger  right  hand,  yaws 
on  labia,  numerous  black  macular  stains  on  trunk  and  limbs^ 
improving."  Readmitted  December  19th,  1898,  with  yaws 
about  mouth,  and  onychia.     Under  treatment. 

(26.)  Bahori,  first "  hueband,"  admitted  March  21st,  1898,  with 
raised  ulcer  behind  glans  penis,  and  two  smaller  superficial  ones 
on  glans ;  March  30th,  ulcers  healed,  discharged.  June  20th,  re- 
admitted for  dysentery;  had  yaw  on  palate,  several  on  lips, 
buccal  membrane,  chin,  and  hand ;  July  26ith,  yaw  under  toe 
right  foot ;  August  22nd,  healed,  and  discharged.  September 
13th,  1898,  yaw  on  nose,  chin,  and  scrotum ;  September  26th, 
onychia ;  October  10th,  dermatitis  palms,  onychia  of  thumb  be- 
coming a  nasty  sore,  nail  avulsed ;  October  3l8t,  lip  yaws  appear- 
ing again;  November  8th,  discharged. 

(26 )  Sinraj,  second  "  husband  "  of  Sheorania,  first  being  in 
hospital,  admitted  October  11th,  1898,  for  hard  thickened  ulcer  at 
the  sulcus  glandis  penis ;  the  ulcer  ulcerated  deeply,  and  was 
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farTouiide4  witib^  much  thickening  of  tissues;  November  28th,  Futt 

complains  sore  throat,  throat  congested,  eruption  of  broad  sub*  j^^ 

cutejieous  papules  over  trunk,  whidh  quickly  aborted ;  December  *" ~ 
19th,  yaws  on  mucous  membrane  of  mouth^  on  chin,  neck,  and 
trunk,  throat  congested ;  January  3rd,  yaws  on  tongue.    Under 
treatment  stilL 

Itote. — ^When  first  man,  Bahori,  was  inoculated  on  penui 
woman  had  yaws  on  vulva  in  March;  when  aecond  man,  Sinraj, 
was  inoculated  she  was  readmitted  in  hospital,  October,  with  a 
recurrence  of  yaws  on  vulva. 

21.  Some  niedical  men  still  maint£dn  that  yaws  and  syphilis 
are  the  same  disease,  and,  inasmuch  as  syphilis  is  common  amongst 
Hindoos  generally,  and  as  the  description  of  yaws  given  here 
has  points  in  common  with  syphilis,  e.g,^  early  eruption,  mouth 
sores,  condvlomata,  onychia,  ac,  a  reader  of  this  paper  may  say 
I  have  contounded  the  two  diseases.  Proof  of  the  distinctiveness 
of  the  two  would,  of  course,  be  made  certain  if  yaws  occurred  in 
a  subject  who  had  syphilis  formerly,  or  viei  versa.  Such  subjects 
are  rare  here,  for  the  reasons  that  syphilis  is  very  uncommon, 
except  in  the  inherited  form,  at  Labasa ;  that  it  is  not  easy  to 
detect  signs  of  previous  syphilis,  if  it  were  mild,  in  Indian  coolies 
by  inspection ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a  history  of  it  owing 
to  their  suspicions  and  lying  propensities;  I  have  a  few  times 
suspected  the  co-existence  of  early  syphilis  and  yaws,  but  as  the 
treatment  is  practically  the  same  in  both  diseases,  and  as  6yphi«> 
litie  lesions  disappear  more  quickly  than  yaws  under  spedfics, 
I  have  never  been  positive.  It  so  happens,  however,  that  some 
of  the  women  treated  for  yaws  have  had  children  with  inherited 
syphilis,  who,  even  before  their  mothers,  contracted  yaws :  hence, 
these  women  must  have  had  both,  as,  according  to  Mr.  Hutchin- 
son, second  infections  of  syphilis  are  very  rare,  and  if  reinfection 
occurs,  "tte  period  since  the  first  attack"  is  "very  long.*'* 

I  give  some  illustrations: — 

(a.)  Woman,  Sidhani,  case  3,  given  before  in  detail.  Mother 
contracted  yaws  Auirust,  1897;  her  infant,  Gobinda,  bom  April 
12th,  1897,  died  of  inherited  syphilis  August  1898;  autopsy 
showed  several  gummata  in  right  lung. 

(&.)  Sundaria,  contracted  yaws,  August  1898;  her  infant, 
Bomkoodari,  bom'  November  30th,  1896,  shortly  after  mother's 
arrival  in  T^ji,  died  of  inherited  syphilis  November  1898;  and 
autopsy  likewise  disclosed  gummate  in  lungs. 

[e)  Mulki,  contracted  yawe  August,  1898 ;  infant,  Mahomed 
Khan,  bom  November  24th,  1896,  also  shortly  after  her  arrival 
frcon  India,  had  undoubted  congenital  syphilis.. 

I  ■■  ■         I   .„  »  ■    I  ■  ,        I   ■ —         ■ 

*I1atohin8on  s  Syphilis,  ohap.  XY. 
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Pwit  22.  I  ^«r®  give  «^  fe^  »otes  of  .three  cftses  of  yaws  occurring  ia 

1W8.       EuropeanB.      ISie  tliree  cases  given  be]t)Tfiret«'6iTbng^'^cti^ 

men,  in  Ae  prime  of  life,  and  jet  all  three  stidered  very  severely, 

pointing  to  thelact  ithat  yaws  is  a  more  serious  ailment  in  white$ 
than  in  Ae  darker  races.  -         "; 

I  would  here  note  the  occurrence  in  two  of  tb!ese  dases  el  a 
symptom  I  have  not  met  with  in  either  Fijiuis  or  I^dians,^  or, 
indeed,  read  of  in  any  account  of  the  disease,  nainelv,  iSnfe  mani- 
festation of  peculiar  subcutaneous  sofi  nodules,  which  can*  be 
moved  about  for  some  little  distance  under  the  skin,  or,  as  one 
of  my  patients  told  me, ''  it  used  to  travel  along  "  as  much  as  an 
inch  a  day.  Mistaking  one  such  for  an  abscess  I  incised  it,  but 
only  a  little  serum  came  away ;  nothing  peculiar  was  seen ;  but, 
though  opened  under  antiseptic  precautions,  &c.,  iit  would  not 
heal,  and  continued  to  discharge  a  watery  fluid  for  several 
months.    None  of  these  cases  had  previous  syphilid. 

(1.)  The  first  case  is  taken  from  notes  made  by  the  patient  him* 
self,  who  was  connected  with  ithe  plantation  hospital.  Mr.  B., 
age  about  26;  incubation  either  10-14  davs,  or  seven  weeks. 
Primary  sore,  inoculation  of  an  abrasion  glans  penis,  followed 
by  large  indurated  ulcer  surrounding  corona ;  phimosis ;  circum* 
cision ;  sore  then  healed  up.  In  four  to  five  weeks  after  inocul^ 
tion  one  yaw  appeared  on  back  and  one  on  arm ;  sore  (throat ; 
later,  several  yaws  came  up  on  face  and  chest.  His  mouth  be^ 
coming  badly  ulcerated  I  advised  him  to  leave  Fi|i.  He  went  to 
New  ^aland,  12th  week  of  the  disease,  the  penis  ulcer  having 
broken  d6wn  again :  14th  week,  yaws  appeared  under  toes  and 
sole  of  feet,  the  patch  spread  over  the  whole  hollow  of  foot,  and 
all  ioes  became  affected;  during  24th  week  (six  months),  a 
second  general  eruption  appeared  over  trunk  and  arms  and 
ficrotum^  but  especially  over  back,  of  broad  yaws,  encircled  by 
pink^  in  size  from  a  pea  to  a  crown  piece,  itchy ;  also  condyloma 
ani;  the  eruption  lasted  (three  weeks.  No  constitutional 
symptoms  accompanied  the  attack  or  relapse,  except  local 
pain  and  discomfort  from  the  sore  throat,  and  various  other  mani- 
festations. At  26th  week  he  had  a  relapse  of  the  sore  throat; 
during  27th  week  the  mouth  mucous  membrane  was  affected 
again ;  during  36th  week,  ulceration  of  sole  of  right  foot ;  40th 
week,  relapse  of  condylomata  ani.  Patient  returned  to  Fiji 
tjuite  well  in  September,  1897,  (the  beginning  of  Ae  warm  season. 
Since  his  return  is  liable  to  relapses  of  ulceration  of  mouth  and 
lips ;  to  yaws  between  toes  and  about  anus,  itchy  and  painful, 
which  heal  up  and  break  down ;  this,  for  the  last  fifteen  months. 
The  duration  of  his  attack  is  thus,  so  fttf,  over  two  years. 

T  (2.)  Mr.^'.,  planter,  aged  about  38,  was  living  on  a  cocoanut 
plantation,  surrounded  by  natives,  contracted  "coko'*  in  April, 
1893;  probably  inoculated  by  flies;  spot  where,  not  known. 
TawsappeiSred  first  on  scalp  and  forehead,  then- came  out^on  face 
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and  back  of  neck ;  eruption  abundant  and  granulomatous,  *'  face  Fui, 
like  a  relief  map '" ;  no  constitutional  sympf  oms,  but  bad  head-  1^^- 
ache  and  photopnia  during  period  of  eruption.  As  face  eruption  ""^^ 
died  away  a  few  painful  yaws  appeared  on  hands,  and  feet  became 
tender.  Eruption  lasted  about  six  months;  no  medicinal 
treatment.  Six  months  later  a  second  eruption  broke 
out  on  neck  and  arms  only.  Came  under  my  treat- 
ment, but  living  at  a  ^eat  distance  away,  carried  on 
treatment  merely  spasmodically;  when  he  took  tthe  iodides 
eruption  would  die  away,  but  relapsed  when  treatment 
was  relinquished.  The  yaws  were  but  few  in  number ;  he  had 
some  very  persistent  and  painful  yaw  masses  on  right  shoulder 
and  sides  of  neck,  which  ulcerated  and  left  scars.  About  same 
time,  1896-97,  a  soft  subcutaneous  nodule,  moveable  by  finger, 
formed  over  righit  jaw,  feeling  like  a  cyst.  I  incised  it,  but  only 
some  serum  came  away,  and  it  did  not  heal  for  several  months, 
leaving  a  nasty  scar.  About  the  middle  of  1897  eruption  com- 
pletely disappeared.  Since  then  he  is  subject  to  rheumatic  pains, 
often  severe  and  crippling,  in  neck  and  shoulder,  and  rapidly 
relieved  by  potassium  iodide;  eruption  not  itchy,  no  mouith 
eruptions,  disease  aggravated  whenever  a  strong  trade- wind  blows. 
Duration  of  illness,  four  years ;  after  effects  still  continue. 

(3.)  Mr.  E.,  aged  28-30,  planter  in  a  native  district^  inoculated 
on  abrasion  back  of  hand ;  abrasion  did  not  heal,  and  a  week  later 
began  to  form  a  ''  mother  yaw."  In  three  to  four  weeks  eruption 
appeared,  numerous  tiny  yellow-topped  papules,  gradually  grow- 
ing into  typical  yaw  granulomata,  on  forehead,  under  eye,  chin, 
and  lips,  palms  of  hand,  under  toes,  flexor  aspect  forearms,  but- 
tocks, round  anus,  penis,  and  scrotum;  none  on  trunk.  Five 
months  after  contracting  coko  left  Fiji  for  England,  vid  Cape 
Horn.  When  .ten  days  at  sea  all  symptoms  gone ;  but  before 
England  was  reached  (re-entering  the  tropics)  eruption  relapsed 
over  lips,  chin,  and  eyes,  "nowhere  else,"  and  again  quickly 
healed.  During  English  winter  patient's  health  was  "  splendid, 
but  when  summer  approached  pain  returned  to  legs,  and  three  sub* 
cutaneous,  soft,  semifluid  nodules  formed  under  scalp,  and  "  kept 
''  travelling  about  under  scalp,  moving  as  much  as  an  inch  on  some 
days."  Feet  also  were  tenaer.  Len  England  for  Fiji,  vid  the 
Cape  of  QooA  Hope,  in  September.  TThen  two  weeks  out  at  sea 
all  symptoms  vanished.  Beaching  New  Zealand  in  the  warm 
weather  got  veiy  severe  -laryngitis  with  aphonia ;  thinks  one  of 
the  nodules  mentioned  above  formed  in  his  throat.  His  voice  is 
quite  husky  to  present  day.  Beached  Fiji  in  December  (the  hot 
season)  perfectly  well,  but  immediately  suffered  a  relapse,  and 
had  to  go  to  hospital.  The  subcutaneous  nodules  reappeared  on 
scalp,  forehead,  under  eye,  left  shoulder,  over  ri^ht  ribs,  right 
leg,  and  ankle ;  broke  down,  and  formed  deep,  painful,  indolent 
ulcers,  lasting  several  weeks.  Two  years  later  chronic  dacry- 
ocystitis. Constitutional  symptoms,  none  at  first ;  during  erup- 
tioxi^if  southerly  wind  blew,  yaws  pained  so  mudi  that  he  could 
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Fui,       not  deep ;  during  period  of  later  eruption  (fourth  momtb)  Buf * 
1898.       fered  much  from,  severe  pains  legs  from  knees  down.      These 

pains  recurred  durine  relapse  on  return  to  Fiji.    Enjoyed  good 

health  all  through.     Duration  of  disease  nearly  two  years. 

23.  I  may  here  mention  that  the  F^jic^  natives  distinguish 
two  varieties  of  yaws,  a  wet  and  a  dry.  The  wet  is  characterized 
by  running  sores,  and  is  much  the  more  severe  form.  They  also 
believe  that  a  relapse  occurs  in  every  case,  though  the  second 
attack  may  consist  of  only  a  few  yaws,  and  be  very  mild. 


APPENDIX. 


Photographs  shewing :— 

(1.)  General  distribution  of  an  ordinary  eruption  of  yaws. 

(2.)  A"""!'^''  type  of  emption  :  involution  and  staining. 

(8.)  Onychia  and  yaws  about  angles  of  mouth. 

(4.)  Primary  yaws  of  tuIts  :  on  nymphss,  and  pr»putium  olitoridis. 


*  Not  reproduced. 
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APPENDIX  IV.  Fiji, 

1898. 


Report  on  Five  Casks  op  Poisoning  by  Datuba 
Stramonium  (Linn.). 

By  the  Besident  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Colonial  Hospital. 

Tke  following  is  a  Beport  of  fire  cases  of  pffigAni^g  that  were 
receatly  treated  here : — 

2.  The  first  three  patients,  husband  and  wife  and  a  male  friend, 
are  Indian  immigrants.  They  were  in  their  house  one  evening 
at  about  9  p.m. ;'  they  then  ate  some  cakes  given  to  them  by 
another  Indian.  They  stated  that  within  half  an  hour  (they  had 
all  become  unconsoiousy  and  remembered  nothing  more  until 
they  found  themselves  in  hospital  on  the  evening  of  the  next 
day,  on  the  morning  of  which  they  had  been  f ouna  by  the  police 
and  brought  to  the  police  station. 

3.  There,  one-fifteenth  of  a  grain  of  apomorphine  was  adminis- 
tered to  each  of  them  hypodermically.  Two  vomited,  the  third 
did  not. 

4.  They  were  then  brought  up  to  the  hospital,  and  reached  it 
just  before  noon,  fifteen  hours  after  the  administration  of  the 
poison.     Their  condition  on  admission  was  as  follows:  — 

The  woman,  Sukwaria,  was  carried  in  and  placed  on  the  flpor. 
She  remained  there  quite  quietly,  sittinfi^  up.  She  paid  no  at- 
tention to  what  was  happening  around  her;  but  occasionally 
picked  at  the  air,  or  ait  her  clottune.  Her  pupils  were  extremely 
dilated.  She  resisted  movement,  but  not  violently.  Two  hours 
later  she  spoke  rationally. 

Her  husband,  Idu,  lay  with  the  eyes  closed..  At  intervals  of 
one  or  two  minutes  he  hful  tetanic  contractions  in  which  the  arms 
and  legs  were  flexed,  and  the  jaws  clenched.  His  pulse  was  soft, 
full,  regular,  and  not  fast.  The  breathing  was  regular,  deep, 
and  at  times  snoring.  He  was  unconscious,  but  could  be 
aroused,  and  struggled  when  the  stomach-tube  was  passed.  The 
convulsions  quicUy  ceased,  and  were  followed  by  picking  and 
catching  art  tke  air.  The  pupils  were  extremely  mlated  and  did 
not  react  to  li?ht.  There  was  for  some  time  a  tendency  to  be- 
come somnolent,  with  snoring  respiration.  In  three  hours  he 
had  recovered  consciousness,  and  could  walk  up  steps  without 
stumbling,  and  answered  questions  rationally.  He  remembered 
nothing  of  what  had  occurred  then ;  but  the  next  day  he  gave  a 
full  account  of  what  had  happened  previously  to  having  been 
overcome  by  tiie  poison.  His  pupilp  were  dilated,  but  reacted  to 
light,  and  his  vision  was  good. 
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Fui,  6.  These  two  patients  had  vomited  at  the  police  statioiiy  but  the 

1898.  other  man,  Nabibaks,  had  not,  and  Ms  condition  was  more  serious 
^T^  than  that  of  the  other  two.  His  pupils  were  widely  dilated  and 
insensitive  to  light ;  the  pulse  was  slow,  full,  and  soft.  He  had 
quickly  repeated  convulsions  in  which  the  arms  were  bent,  the 
fists  clenched,  and  the  body  stiff.  In  the  intervals  there  was 
much  erasping  at  the  air.  He  struggled  violently  while  his 
stomach  was  being  washed  out.  Afterwards  he  lay  unconscious, 
with  snoring  breathing,  but  could  be  partly  roused ;  and  then 
he  had  more  convulsions  and  grasping  at  the  air.  Two  hours 
after  admission  his  pulse  became  feeble,  but  quickly  improved 
after  hypodermic  injection  of  eth^.  Twice  he  voided  urine  in 
the  ward,  voluntarily  and  deliberately,  in  the  presence  of  the 
doctor  and  nurses,  apparently  quite  unconscious  that  the  action 
was  indelicate  or  ill-timed.  Three  hours  after  admission  he  re- 
gained consciousness  and  staggered  to  his  feet.  His  gait  was 
very  ataxic,  and  he  appeared  not  to  see  objects  intelligently. 
He  tried  to  walk  through  a  closed  window,  and  then  walked  round 
the  room,  peering  at  objects  and  making  ineffectual  efforts  to 
touch  them,  but  was  quite  unable  to  judge  their  positions.  He 
showed  no  signs  of  recognition  towaras  his  friends.  He  was  led 
down  some  steps,  buit  imtde  no  allowance  for  them,  and  had  to 
be  held  up.  For  the  rest  of  the  day  he  was  qiiiet,  but  quite  ir- 
rational. The  next  day  the  pupils  were  still  dilated,  but  re- 
acted to  light.  The  patient  was  quitjB  sensible,  but  absolutely 
without  memory  for  anything  that  had  happened  on  the  previous 
day. 

.  6.  A  specimen  of  ithe  cake  that  these  people  had  been  eating- 
was  brought  up  by  the  police.  Portions  of  this  were  kept  for 
twenty-four  hours  in  absolute  alcohol,  acidulated  with  acetic 
acid.  The  resulting  solution  was  filtered,  and  the  alcohol  boiled 
oil  the  filtrate;  the  residue  was  then  dissolved  in  water  and 
neutralised.  This  solution  applied  tp  the  eve  caused  extreme 
dilatation  of  the  pupil.  No  dharaeteristic  seed  was  found  in  the 
cakes. 

7.  A  month  later  two  more  cases  were  brought  in  to  the  hos- 
pitid  presenting  similar  symptoms,  but  lees  severe.  The  history 
was  dmost  exactly  the  same,  of  having  been  given  some  cakes 
to  eat  by  an  Indian,  and  of  having  thereafter  become  unconscious. 
In  both  cases  robbery  was  said  to  have  been  committed  while  the 
sufferers  were  unconscious.  In  this  instance  also,  from  cakes 
brought  up  by  the  police,  there  was  prepared  a  watery  extract 
causing  marked  dilatation  of  the  pupil.  No  poison  was  found 
in  the  vomit  ejected  nine  hours  after  administration. 

8.  There  can,  I  think,  be  no  doubt  that  the  patients  were  suf- 
fering from  poisoning  by  one  of  the  Atropaceee ;  but  nothing  in 
the  symptoms,  or  the  very  incomplete  analysis  made,  could  help 
me  to  decide  which  it  was. 
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9.  The  reasons  for^  oonsidering  it  to  have  been  stramonium 
were  that  both  in  India,  where  the  plant  is  known  as  "  dhatura^'' 
and  also  aanon^  the  Indian  immigrants  in  this  Colony,  the  plant 
and  its  stnpefjmg  influence  are  well  known ;  and  that  many  pre- 
vious oases  have  occurred  here  in  some  of  which  stramonium  seeds 
hare  been  recognis^  i&  the  d^eota.  Again,  stramonium  is  a 
common  plaint  here,  while  neitn^  l>ella(K)nna  nor  hyoscyamus 
occurs  at  all. 


Fiji, 
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ANNUAL  MEDICAL  REPORT,  1899. 


Population, 

I.  The  estimated  population  of  the  Colony  at  the  end  of  the 
year  amounted  to  122,673  persons,  and  was  made  up  of  the 
following  classes  in  the  proportions  mentioned; — 


Claases. 

No. 

Europeans  and  other  whites          » 

4,373 

Aboriguial  Fijians 

••• 

98,478 

East  Indian  immigrants  (indnding  their  ohildren  bom  in 

Fiji) 

13,282 

Melanesian  and  Malayo-Polynesian  immigrants  ••! 

..• 

1,961 

fiotumans       ...        ..»        ..*        ».»        •••        ...        ... 

»•• 

2,171 

••t 

1,258 

All  otberd       •••        ..•        ».»        •*•        •••        •••        *•• 

•  •• 

•  •• 

1,150 

Total       

122,673 

These  figures  represent  an  increase  of  935  over  the  foregoing 
year's  population,  which  was  mainly  due  to  the  immigration  of 
Indian  coolies* 

The  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  the  aboriginal  race  was  476,  a 
somewhat  less  number  than  in  any  previous  year  since  the  census 
of  1891. 
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Births  and  Deaths^ 

2,  The  total  births  registered  numbered  4,191,  an  excess  of 
118  over  those  in  the  previous  year.  The  deaths  amounted  to 
4,819,  as  against  4,713  during  1898.  Of  arrivals  in  the  Colony 
there  were  1,684,  and  of  departures  from  it,  698, 

The  birth-rate,  calculated  on  the  mean  population  for  the  year, 
was  84*29  per  mille,  and  the  death-rate,  computed  on  the  same 
basis,  was  35*4  per  mille. 

The  former  figure  was  1*8  above,  and  the  latter  3*36  below, 
the  corresponding  results  in  the  previous  year. 


Pui, 
1899. 


Birthsj  Deaths^  and  Marrtoffes. 

3.  Some  further  particulars  regarding  the  births,  deaths,  and 
marriaees  which  occurred  among  uie  various  racial  denominations 
in  the  Colony  are  afforded  in  the  following  tabular  statement,  and 
have  been  obligingly  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General : — 


Births. 

DetUu. 

HamagM. 

Europeans... 

.. 

64 

26 

27 

Fijians      ... 

.. 

3,396 

3,871 

1,656 

Indinns 

... 

579 

268 

143 

Polynesiaiis 

•• 

7 

38 

29 

Botamans... 

.. 

108 

104 

30 

Half-oastes 

... 

32 

16 

12 

Others       ... 

•• 

6 

6 

2 

Total    , 

4,191 

4,319 

1,898 

There  is  no  noteworthy  difference  between  these  figures  and 
those  relating  to  the  year  1898. 

4.  The  accompanying  table  (Return  A)  expresses  information 
in  a  form  convenient  for  comparison  with  the  returns  from  other 
colonies,  and  is  prepared  in  accordance  with  suggestions  circulated 
in  the  Model  Medical  Report  form. 

Prevalence  of  Diseases* 

5.  The  year  proved  remarkably  free  from  epidemic  diseases, 
but  towards  its  close  whooping-cough  began  to  assert  itself  among 
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Fiji*       the  natiTe  cbildreii.    It  ib  alwa jb  a  Berions  nuitter  for  thflm,  and 
^y^       the  majoritj  are  perforce  out  of  reach  of  contimioiu  medical 
treatment. 

The  ntiial  seasonal  onthreato  of  naao-pharTiigeal  catardi 
occurred  about  the  periods  of  the  automiial  ind  the  refdal 
equinox. 

Onlj  two  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  recorded  in  the  cokfnial 
popcdation — one  a  European,  and  the  other  an  Indian  coolie  living 
on  his  own  hmd;  but  seven  blae-jackets  and  an  officer  were 
received  into  the  Colonial  Hospital  raffering  from  the  tropcal  tjpr 
of  this  disease,  having  acquired  it  at  the  seat  of  war  in  Sainoc« 
One  other  case  was  admitted  from  a  steamer  just  arrived  from 
Vavau. 

The  monthly  flnctoatioD  in  the  nmnber  of  admissions  to  the 
Colonial  Hospital  is  ffiven  below,  as'affording  some  guide  to  the 
seasonal  incidence  of  disease,  but  the  above-mentioned  enteric 
cases,  together  with  six  other  sick  and  wounded  seamen  from  Her 
Majesty^  ships  in  Samoa,  necessarily  derange  the  evidence  as  it 
appears  in  the  table,  in  so  far  as  the  months  of  June,  July,  and 
August  are  concerned,  in  r^^rd  to  resident  Europeans.  And 
the  influx  of  Fijians  in  January,  May,  and  June  was  due  to 
snecial  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  the  chronic  invalids  of  his 
districts  by  the  Provmdal  Inspector  in  Tailevu  and  Ba : — 
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FUI,  ChABAOTSB  of  DIBBA8B8   TBBATBD  IV  THB  COLOVIAL 

'  ^^-  Hospital. 

6.  Of  the  1,381  admissioiis  to  the  Colonial  Hospital,  cases  of 
general  disease  numbered  775,  exceeding  the  local  diseases  by  187. 
The  remarkable  excess  of  the  former  was  in  large  measure  due  to 
the  number  of  cases  of  yaws  treated,  mostly  in  the  tertiary  stage 
in  Fijians,  but  including  some  in  the  secondary  stage  among 
Indians.     There  were  385  such  cases  in  alL 

Only  22  cases  of  syphilis  were  received.  They  all  occurred  in 
Indian  coolies,  except  one  in  a  European,  and  were  made  up  of  3 
congenital,  1  primary,  7  secondary  and  11  tertiary. 

There  were  60  cases  of  dysentery,  but  only  2  (both  Indian 
coolies)  of  malarial  fevers. 

Of  the  588  cases  of  local  diseases  24  were  classed  under  those 
of  the  nervous  system,  91  the  di^^estive  system,  92  the  respiratory, 
43  the  lymphatic  (mostly  filarial),  78  connective  tissue  (of  which 
72  were  abscesses),  and  139  skin  (of  which  124  were  non-specific 
ulcers). 

7.  Details  of  the  diseases  treated,  surgical  operations  performed, 
and  an  analysis .  of  the  causes  of  deaths  in  connection  with  tlie 
Colonial  Hospital  are,  as  usual,  afforded  in  the  Blue  Book  of  Fiji 
for  the  year. 

8.  A  table  is  next  presented  in  which  are  shown  the  numbers  of 
admissions  of  indentured  Indian  immigrants  to  estate  hospitals, 
month  by  month  through  the  year.  It  constitutes  a  sununary  of 
the  Nosological  Return  (C)  appended,  in  which  the  diseases,  as 
well  as  the  divisional  headings,  are  specified.  New  coolies 
arrived  from  India  about  May  and  June,  and  these  always  tend 
to  swell  the  lists  ^especially  of  ulcers)  from  August  forwards, 
while  becoming  acclimatised. 
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J^  D1BSABS8  AMONG  Indian  Coolibs. 

""^  9.  Particulars  of  the  diseases  and    deaths    which   occurred 

among  indentured  Indian  coolies  on  sugar  estates  and  other 
nlantations  in  the  yarious  medical  districts  are  furnished  in  the 
Kosological  Return  (C)  already  alluded  to. 

10.  The  relative  mortality  in  different  seasons  presented  no 
marked  features. 

Mbtboboloqioal  Conditions. 

11.  The  meteorological  condition  of  the  islands,  as  represented 
by  the  observations  officially  taken  and  recorded  at  ouva,  are 
expressed  in  the  accompanying  Betum  B.  It  should,  however^ 
be  remembered  that  local  deviations  from  this  standard,  as  regards 
temperature  and  humidity,  are  very  considerable.  They  depend 
upon  elevation,  aspect,  and  distance  from  the  sea,  the  rainfafi  on 
the  eastern  or  wmdward  side  of  the  larger  islands  of  the  group 
being  greater  and  more  evenly  distributed  as  to  season  than  on 
the  western  or  leeward  side. 

The  influence  of  the  north-west  monsoon  which  prevails  in 
Eastern  Malaysia,  New  Guinea  waters,  and  the  Solomon  Islands 
during  the  summer  months  is  distinctly  felt  in  parts  of  the 
Fijian  Archipelago  in  some  years,  generally  at  the  end  of 
January  and  m  February. 

At  the  Government  Station  at  Nadarivatu,  2,700  feet  above 
the  sea,  and  twelve  miles  distant  from  it,  it  is  usual  to  keep  fires 
burning  in  the  dwelling-houses  after  sunset  all  the  year  rounds 
and  a  temperature  as  low  as  43^  has  been  recorded. 


Taws. 

12.  No  noteworthy  events  occurred  with  regard  to  particular 
diseases  recurring  during  the  year,  but  yaws  continued  to  make 
serious  progress  amonff  the  Indian  coolies,  more.espedally  in  the 
'^  free  "  population  oSE  mat  dass,  and  to  wreak  its  usual  havoc  in 
the  native  race.  The  connection  between  the  tertiary 
consequences  of  yaws  and  the  primary  attack  aiie  usually  so  long 
deferred,  and  the  general  pubhc  knows  so  little  of  them,  that  the 
warnings  given  by  the  Medical  Staff  on  this  {subject,  and  the 
efforts  of  individual  medical  officers  to  combat  the  extension  of 
yaws  among  children,  are  apt  to  be  undervalued  by  lay 
authorities. 

The  quantity  of  iodide  of  potassium  used  in  the  Colony  during 
the  year  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease  alone  was  not  less  than 
two  hundredweight ;  but  its  value  is,  of  course,  minimised  unless 
its  administration  be  supplemented  by  segregation  of  the  cases 
from  those  not  affected. 


^^ 
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IS,  The  general  samtation  of  the  Colony  did  not  materially        ..^- 
difiPer  from  that  in  the  foregoing  year,  but  efforts  to  improve  the 
condition  of  native  villa|?e8  in  this  respect  were  initiated  by  the 
appointment  of  four  European  Provmcial  Inspectoirs,  one  of 
whom  was  a  medical  man.  I 

Several  improvements  were  effected  in  the  water  supply  of 
native  villages  ;  and  the  scheme  for  conveying  sood  water  irom 
a  mountain  stream  to  iJl  the  villages  in  the  ddta  of  the  Bewa 
Biver  was  carried  •  into  effect  and  was  in  a  fair  way  of 
completion. 

Overcrowding  does  not  exist  in  Fiji,  but  endeavours  were  made 
to  improve  the  quality  of  the  natives'  dwelling-houses,  and  to 
better  regulate  the  care  of  children  and  of  pregnant  and  nursing 
women.  Unfortunately  the  Fijian  mothers  and  midwives  are 
not  merely  grossly  ignorant  about  such  matters,  but  they  are  no 
less  prejudiced  and  obstinate. 

Vaccinatioh. 

14.  The  total  number  of  vaccinations  perfonhed  was  1,653,  o£ 
which  1,381  were  returned  as  successful,  85  doubtful,  181 
unsuccessful;  and  in  six  cases  the  subjects  were  absent  from 
inspection.  Of  the  successful  cases  1,194  were  primary  and  187 
secondary  vaccinations. 

No  arm-to-arm  vaccination  was  done.  A  portion  of  the 
lymph  was  procured  from  the  Jenner  Institute  at  Battersea,  and 
the  remainder  from  New  Zealand.  Almost  all  the  adult  Fijians 
and  Indians  are  vaccinated,  and  the  children  of  the  former  are 
systematically  vaccinated  in  every  district  where  a  native 
practitioner  is  stationed.  The  District  Medical  Officers  report, 
however,  that  they  find  it  necessary  to  exercise  a  good  deal  of 
supervision  over  their  native  subordinates  in  this  work ;  and  in 
those  provinces^  therefore^  where  the  latter  are  employed  at 
remote  distances  from  the  former,  one  is  forced  to  regard  the 
degree  of  efficacy  of  the  vaccinations  they  perform  with  some 
amount  of  distrust.        ... 

15.  A  terse  and  comprehensive  summary  of  the  sanitary 
conditions  in  the  Labaem,  Medical  District,  by  Dr.  H.  N.  Joynt 
(the  District  Medical  Officer),  is  appended  to  this  report. 

B.  Glanvill  Cornet, 

-       •  Chief  Medical  Officer. 
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Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths  in  1899  at  the  following 
Institutions:  —  All  Estate  and  Plantation 
Hospitals. 


Teaily  Total. 

DiflAAiiAa 

Bemarks 

X^MOK3W909t 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

aENEBAL  DISEASES— 

Varicella        

2 

^ 

8mall-pox      

— 

— 

Meaales          

— 

.^ 

TyphuB          

— 

^ 

Dengue          

— 

— 

InflueQza        

69 

^ 

Diphtheria     

— 

— 

Febricala       

350 

— 

Enteric  Fever           

1 

1 

Cholera          

— 

^ 

Dysentery      

163 

5 

Yellow  Fever           

— 

_ 

Malarial  Fever-^ 

(a.)  Intermittent 

22 

— 

(ft.)  Remittent     

— 

— 

(c.)  Pernicious  B,           

— 

— 

Erysipelas      

— 

— 

PyaBmia          

1 

1 

Septiciemia 

3 

— 

Tetanus         

7 

6 

Tubercle        

17 

7 

6202 
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Fiji, 
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Estate  and  Plantation  Hospitals— cont. 

Diseases. 

Yearly  Total. 

Cases. 



Deaths. 

GeMRRAL  D18EABB8 — cord. 

Leprosy — 

(a.)  Tubercular 

— 

— 

(&.)  AnsBsthetic 

— 

— 

Taws 

186 

1 

Syphilis— 

(a.)  Primary 

37 

— 

(6.)  Secondary 

141 

4 

(c.)  Inherited 

19 

6 

Gonorrhoea    ... 

201 

— 

Bnbo 

2 

— 

Hydrophobia... 

— 

— 

Scurvy 

— 

— 

Alcoholism     ... 

— 

— 

Delirium  Tremens 

— 

— 

Rheumatism  ... 

39 

— 

Rheumatic  Fever 

— 

— 

Gout 

— 

— 

— 

— 

New  Growth,  malignant     

—  _ 

—• 

AnaBmia         

171 

6 

Diabetes  mellitus     

— 

— 

Diabetes  insipidus 

— 

— 

DebiHty         

58 

12 

HflBmophilia  neonato 

m        ... 

2 

2 

Remarks. 
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^9iuir  una  jrianiaiio 

n  aospita 

w— cont. 

Fiji, 
1899*. 

DiBeaaes. 

Yearly  TotaJ 

Eeniarka. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

LOCAL  DISEA.SBS— 
D18BA8E8OF  THE  Nbbvoub  System— 
Sub-section  1— 
Diseases  of  the  Nerves- 
Neuritis         

3 

Meningitis     

6 

5 

Myelitis         

— 

_ 

Hydrooephalus         

_ 

_ 

Encephalitis 

— 

^_ 

Abscess  of  Brain      

.«. 

^ 

Congestion  of  Brain 

10 

^^ 

Sub-section  2— 

Functional  Nervous  Disorders- 

Apoplexy       

— 

_ 

Paralysis        

1 

., 

Chorea           

«^ 

Epilepsy        

2 

.m^ 

Neuralgia       

6 

..^ 

Hysteria        

6 

^^ 

Convulsions 

7 

1 

Sub-section  3 — 

Idiocy 

«^ 

^,^ 

Mania 

3 

,_ 

Melancholia 

^ 

^^ 

Dementia       

^ 

,_ 

Delusional  Insanity 

— 

— 

6:c02 

1 3 
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Fiji, 
1899. 


Estate  and  Plantation  Hospitals — cont. 

Yearly 

Total. 

niseaseB. 

Remarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

Local  DiSEA8ES--cofi/. 

Diseases  of  the  Eye 

1,086 

— 

Ear 

24 

—        1 

>i          »        Nose           

2 

— 

„          „        Circulatory    System 

3 

1 

„          „        Respiratory  System 

461 

15 

„          „        Digestive  System ... 

1,038 

51 

„          „        Lymphatic    System 

30 

— 

„          „        Urinary  System    ... 

8 

2 

„          ,,        Generative  System — 

Male  Organs      ... 

29 

— 

Female    p 

37 

— 

Connected  with  pregnancy 

31 

2 

Diseases  of  the  Organs  of  Locomo- 
tion. 

42 

— 

„          „        Cellolar  Tissue     ... 

241 

— 

n        Skin 

696 

— 

Injuries,  General         

69 

— 

„       Local 

349 

2 

Surgical  Operations     

— 

— 

Malformations 

— 

— 

Poisons 

3 

1 

Parasites 

4 

— 

Total 

5,688 

132 
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APPENDIX. 


Sib, 


Labaga,  Fiji, 

February  16th,  1900. 


I  HAVE  the  honour,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions, 
to  present  the  following  report  for  the  medical  district  of  Labasa, 
Yanua  Levu,  Fiji,  for  the  year  1899. 

2.  This  medical  district  practically  consists  of  a  su^r  planta- 
tion employing  indentured  Indian  coolies.  On  the  adjacent  lands 
are  settled  free  Ind^ns,  engaged  in  i^riculture  and  cattle  raising. 
A  few  Fijian  villages  of  sparse  popumtion  are  ako  included  in  it., 

Topographically  the  district  consists  of  a  series  of  narrow, 
littoral,  alluvial  flats,  bounding  the  estuaries  of  five  rivers.  To 
seaward  the  flats  are  fringed  with  mangrove  from  one  to  four  miles 
deep;  to  landward  they  are  enclosed  by  ranges  of  hills  reachinfl^ 
1,800  feet  high.  The  rivers  are  tidal,  and  a  few  miles  inland 
degenerate  into  small  mountain  streams.  Upwards  of  5,000  acres 
are  under  the  cultivation  of  sugar  cane. 

3.  The  population  is  approximately  3,360,  comprising  Euro* 
peans,  120;  Indians,  2,340;  Fijians,  780;  Solomon  Islanders, 
85 ;  half-castes,  30 ;  other  races,  5. 


Fiji, 
1899. 


Table  showing  birth  and  death  rate. 

NationaUty. 

Popula- 
tion. 

Births. 

Ratio 

per 

1,000. 

Deatha. 

Ratio 

iJScK). 

BemarkB. 

Europeans 
Indians     ... 

120 
2,340 

4 
101 

S3-3 
43-1 

1« 
69t 

8-3 
25-2 

*Dae  to  drown- 
ing, 
teaoddental 

Fijians     ... 

780 

? 

— 

? 

— 

? 

Polynesians 

85 

1 

11-8 

— 

— 

Half  OastM 

30 

3 

100 

— 

— 

Others      ... 

5 

^" 

"■• 

^■" 

• 

N.B. — Even  of  the  Indians  the  births  and  deaths  are  only 
approximate,  as  I  have  no  means  of  checking  '^  free ''  Indians^ 
who  nmnber  600. 


esos 


1  4 
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Piji,  4.  Situated  on  the  leeward  side  of  the  island,  and  separated  br 

1^^^  a  high  range  of  mountains  (2,000-3,000  feet  high)  from  the  wind- 
ward, the  climate  may  be  roughly  divided  into  two  seasons :  (1) 
a  hot  and  wet,  from  December  to  April;  and  (2)  a  cool  and  dry, 
from  May  to  November.  In  1899  tne  rainfall  of  the  five  summer 
months  amounted  to  57*63  inches,  and  the  mean  maximum  tem- 
perature averaged  91*4^.  The  rainfall  of  the  seven  cool  months 
amounted  to  25*94  inches,  and  the  mean  maximum  temperature 
averaged  84*3^.  The  highest  recorded  temperature  was  98^  and 
the  lowest  58^.  The  hot  season  is  characterised  by  heavy  rains, 
thunderstorms,  hot  muggy  days,  and  prevailing  east  and  north 
or  variable  winds ;  the  cool  season  is  marked  by  prevailing  south- 
east trade  winds,  dry  bracing  days,  and  cool  nights  with  heavy 
dews. 

,     Other  meteorological  statistics  are  given  in  the  printed  report* 
accompanying. 

6.  I  purpose  to  comment  briefly  on  some  of  the  more  important 
diseases  met  with.  Labasa  is  a  fairly  healthy  district,  without 
any  peculiar  endemic  diseases.     Europeans  enjoy  excellent  health. 

6.  Malaria  is  not  met  with.  The  few  cases  treated  in  hospital 
were  chiefly  mild  quotidian  intermittents  contracted  in  India. 
Kecently  imported  Indians,  during  their  first  year  of  residence, 
contribute  most  of  the  hospital  cases.  After  a  few  years'  resi- 
dence malarial  attacks  are  rarely  seen. 

7.  Dysentery  is  not  a  common  complaint ;  it  is  always  sporadic 
and  mild.  Indeed,  when  one  reflects  on  the  habits  of  the  Indian 
coolies,  and  the  free  way  in  which  they  drink  drain  or  any  water, 
the  paucity  of  attacks  is  remarkable.  I  have  not  treated  a 
European  for  dysentery  for  two  years.  This  disease  seems  to  be 
most  frequent  towards  the  end  of  the  dry  season — from  September 
to  November. 

8.  Amongst  adults  diarrhoea  is  not  very  common.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  extremely  common  amongst  children,  and 
especially  so  amongst  children  under  one  year  of  age.  This  is  no 
doubt  largely  due  to  errors  of  diet,  and  the  common  practice  of 
feeding  infants  on  cow's  milk  and  condensed  milk  whilst  the 
mothers  are  at  work  in  the  field.  Nineteen  out  of  the  20  cases  of 
death  from  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs  recorded  in  the 
statistical  report  were  caused  by  athrepsia,  or  enteritis  of  one 
form  or  another,  in  infants,  due  to  improper  feeding. 

Occasionally  in  the  hot  season  outbreaks  of  acute  gastro- 
enteritis, with  collapse,  have  been  noted  in  adults,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  children  have  suffered  from  choleraic  diarrhoea — 
evidently  owing  to  some  telluric  or  climatic  influence. 

*  Not  reprinted. 
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9.  Under  the  heading 'of  tabercular  diseases,  acute  miliary  Fiji, 
tuberculosis  and  acute  tuberculo-pneumonic  phthisis  are  met  with  1^^^* 
in  a  relatiyelj  large  number  of  cases. 

10.  Yaws  is  verj  prevalent.  The  admissions  for  this  disease 
numbered,  in  1899,  170,  or  8*3  per  cent,  of  aU  diseases.  Many  of 
these  were,  of  course,  readmissions  for  relapses.  This  loathsome 
<complaint  is  spreading  rapidly  amongst  the  Indian  population, 
and  the  establishment  of  isolation  hospitals  for  the  compulsory 
treatment  of  yaws  would  be  most  beneficial. 

11.  Tropical  ansdmial  (including  ankylostomiasis)  is  another 
prevalent  oisease,  especially  during  the  hot  season.  Thus,  out  of 
81  cases,  49  were  admitted  during  the  five  months  December  to 
April.     Fortunately  no  deaths  occurred  from  this  cause. 

12.  The  most  common  complaint  here  is  conjunctivitis ;  696 
•cases,  or  nearly  26  per  cent,  of  all  admissions,  came  under  treat- 
ment. Flies  rather  than  climate  are,  I  believe,  the  great  factors 
•of  infection. 

13.  Diseases  of  the  skin. — The  large  number  of  entries  under 
this  heading  is  due  to  ulcers,  mostly  about  the  legs  and  feet. 
New  arrivf£i  from  India  suffer  much  from  ulcers  during  the  first 
year  of  industrial  residence  ;  thereafter  ulcers  rarely  occur.  The 
most  common  other  skin  troubles  are  tinea  ciocinata,  and  a 
'disease  characterised  by  centrifugally  spreading  purulent  bullae  of 
a  highly  infectious  nature.  It  appears  in  two  forms  :  (1)  On  the 
^ipparently  sound  interment  oi  the  lower  extremity  a  crop  of 
bujlas  appear,  and,  unless  checked,  will  spread,  undermining  the 
whole  epidermis ;  or  (2)  An  existing  cut  or  sore  is  attacked,  and 
the  above  process  gone  through.  This  disease  corresponds  some- 
what to  that  termed  pemphi^s  contagiosus  in  Davidson's 
•*'  Diseases  of  Warm  Climates,  except  that  here  I  have  never 
«een  it  on  the  axilla,  only  on  the  lower  extremity,  and  occasionally 
-on  the  hand. 

14.  Three  cases  of  acute  yeUow  Atrophy  of  the  Liver,  all 
4kdult  males,  occurred  in  the  district.  Omy  one  came  under  my 
personal  observation. 

15.  Fifty-nine  Indians  died  during  the  year  :  19  adults  and 
40  children.  Six  of  the  adult  deaths  were  due  to  violence.  The 
incidence  of  death  amongst  the  children  was  divided  thus  : — 


One  month  old  and  under 

10 

Under  6  months  of  age 

21 

«        1'^                           5>        « 

4 

„       5  years     „     „ 

5 

Over    5                ,    „ 

.^^ 
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Fiji,  16.  The  Banitair  state  of  the  district  is  good*      The  natiye 

1B99.  villages  are  kept  clean,  a  special  Inspector  l^ing  appointed  for 
this  purpose.  The  Indian  coolies  live  either  in  ^^  Lines  "  on  the 
various  plantations,  which  are  strictlj  looked  after  daily ;  or  on 
three-acre  allotments  outside  the  diantations.  These  latter 
settlements  are  kept  in  good  order.  The  water  supply  is  bein^ 
steadily  improved ;  the  Government  are  supplying  pumps  ana 
piping  in  the  native  villages  where  the  natural  water  supply  is  not 
good.     On  the  plantations  the  water  supply  is  excellent. 

17.  During  1899  I  performed  44  vaccinations,  of  which  I 
regret  to  say  only  16  were  successful.  All  the  adult  Indians  are 
vaccinated  before  arrival  in  Fiji.  A  special  native  medical 
vaccinator  looks  after  the  vaccination  of  Fijians. 

I  have,  &c., 

Henbt  Noble  Jotnt, 

District  Medical  Officer^ 
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No.  7. 


BoMG  Kong, 
1899. 


HONG    KONG. 


REPORT   OF   THE    PRINCIPAL    CIVIL    MEDICAL 
OFFICER    FOR    1899. 


Police. 


The  admissions  to  the  hospital  were  204  in  excess  of  those  of 
the  previous  year,  the  numbers  being  692  as  compared  with  488 
in  1898 ;  the  average  strength  of  the  force  being  716  as 
compared  with  630  in  1898. 

This  large  increase  was  to  a  great  extent  caused  by  admissions 
from  the  New  Territory. 

Prior  to  the  hoisting  of  the  Flag  in  April,  1899,  accompanied 
by  the  Director  of  Public  Works  and  the  Captain  Superintendent 
01  Police,  I  spent  some  days  in  visiting  the  district  and  selecting 
the  most  suitable  sites  lor  police  stations. 

Malarial  fevers  have  contributed  the  greatest  number  of  cases; 
undoubtedly  much  of  the  fever  has  been  occasioned  by  the 
temporary  nature  of  the  buildings  in  which  the  police  have  of 
necessity  been  housed  ;  when  permanent  brick  buildings  have 
taken  tne  place  of  the  temporary  buildings,  mostly  matsheds,  I 
.anticipate  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
malarial  fever. 

The  admissions  to  hospital  from  the  various  sections  of  the 
Force  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year. 


Europeans.   IndianB. 


1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 


149 
169 
152 
134 
127 

yo 

94 

99 

87 

117 


254 
285 
224 
255 
244 
254 
370 
320 
279 
421 


Chinese. 


179 
118 
120 
133 
134 
116 
124 
107 
122 
154 
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HoMaKoMG,  There  were  16  deaths  amongst  the  members  of  the  force  during* 
the  year — ^three  less  than  in  1898  ;  four  of  these  occurred  in  the 
hospital,  viz.,  three  Europeans  and  one  Indian ;  the  latter  was  a 
police  recruit  and  died  oi  phthisis;  of  the  Europeans  one  died 
irom  acute  peritonitis,  one  from  delirium  tremens  and  the  third 
from  hyperpyrexia  occurring  in  the  course  of  fever. 

Table  I  gives  the  admissions  to  the  hospital  and  the  mortality 
during  each  month  of  the  year ;  from  this  return  it  will  be  seen 
that  August  and  September  were  the  months  in  which  the 
greatest  number  of  admissions  occurred. 

Table  II.  gives  the  average  strength,  rate  of  sickness  and 
mortality. 

Table  III.  shows  the  admissions  to  the  hospital  from  the 
different  stations  and  districts  in  each  month  of  the  year  ;  to  this 
return  have  been  added  the  various  stations  in  the  New  Territory^ 

Of  the  old  stations  Aberdeen  continues  much  healthier,  there 
being  only  haU  the  number  of  admissions  there  were  in  1898. 

Tsim  Tsa  Tsui  (Water  Police)  Station  contributed  more  thai> 
double  the  number  of  cases  in  1898 ;  this  increase,  which 
occurred  chiefly  amongst  the  Chinese,  was  due  to  the  prevalence 
of  beri-beri. 

In  the  New  Territory  Un  Long  and  Taip6  contributed  the 
largest  number  of  admissions. 

The  following  table  gives  the  total  admissions  to  hospital  and' 
deaths  in  the  force  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 


Year. 


1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 


AdmissioDS.    Deaths. 


582 
570 
496 
522 
505 
466 
588 
526 
488 
692 


7 
7 
7 
6 

15 
8 

14 
7 

19 

IG 
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Troops. 

The  number  of  admissions  to  the  hospital  was  818  in  excess  of 
that  in  1898,  whil|^  the  average  strength  of  the  garrison  was  only 
increased  by  125. 

The  rate  of  mortality  was  increased  in  both  the  European  and 
Indian  troops,  that  in  the  latter  being  more  than  double  the  rate 
in  1898  ;  the  number  of  deaths  was  29  as  compared  with  21  in 
the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  sickness  and  mortality  among  the 
4roops  for  the  past  ten  years. : — 


HoNaKoMO, 
1399. 


Year. 

Admissions. 

Deaths. 

1890 

1 

.  1 

...  1       1,915 

15 

1891 

1 

...  .        1,851 

1 

17 

1892 

1 
...  1       2,844 

1 

31 

1893 

...  1       2,927 

28 

1894 

1 
...  ;       2,905 

39 

1895 

3,099 

28 

1896 

...  ,       4,274 

19 

1897 

4,455 

15 

1898 

...  >       3,896 

i 

21 

1 

1899 

4,714 

i 

^  1 

1 

1 

Government  Civil  Hospital. 

The  number  of  admissions  is  the  greatest  yet  recorded  in  the 
ihifltory  of  the  hospital. 
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licNo  KovG       The  admissions  and  deaths  in  hospital  for  the  past  t«n  yeai^ 
18WL        are  as  follows  : — 


Ye«r 

Admianons. 

..Deaths. 

1690 

1,967 

98 

1891 

1,867 

84 

1892 

1,715 

68 

1893 

1,835 

67 

1894 

1,963 

101 

1895 

2,283 

114 

1896 

2,598 

143 

1897 

2,445 

119 

1898 

2,571 

138 

1899 

2,734 

114 

The  rate  of  mortality,  4*16  per  cent.,  is  by  far  the  smallest 
recorded  for  the  past  six  years. 

The  largest  number  of  admissions  occurred  during  the  months 
of  August  and  September ;  a  similar  fact  has  been  recorded  in 
the  case  of  the  sick  police;  so  we  may  conclude  that  in  1899  these 
two  months  were  the  most  unhealthy  during  the  year. 

Infectious  Hospitals  :  Kennedy  Town  Hospital. 
There  were  263  admissions  during  the  year  : — 


Gases. 


Small-i  ox 
Plague 


37 
226 


Deaths 


7 
185 


In  addition  eleven  were  under  observation  and  two  in 
attendance. 

The  mortality  of  plague  cases  was  somewhat  higher  thai^ 
usual — 81  per  cent. 
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Victoria  Gaol.  HonoKomo, 

1899. 
The  following  table  giyes  the  number  of  admissions  to  the  ' 

gaol  and  the  dailj  average  number  of  prisoners  for  the  past 

ten  years  : — 


Ynx. 

Total  namber 
admitted  to  Gaol. 

Daily  average 
No.  of  Prisoners.. 

1890       

3,444 

566-00 

• 

1891        

6,231 

507-00 

1892        

6,046 

51500 

1893       

4,010 

458-00 

lo94           •••            ••• 

3,913 

466-00 

1896        

5,014 

472-00 

1896       

6,582 

51400 

1897        

6,076 

462-00 

1898        

5,427 

61100 

1899        

4,789 

43400 

The  total  admissions  to  the  gaol  were  4,789,  or  793  less  than 
in  1898 ;  the  daily  average  434,  or  77  less  than  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  total  number  of  admissions  to  hospital  were  503  as  com- 
pared with  298  in  1898. 

Bemittent  fever  caused  63  of  them  as  against  24  in  the 
previous  year ;  dysentery  and  diarrhoea  contributed  more  cases, 
and  81  were  admitted  suffering  from  debility  as  against  14  in 
1898. 

There  were  five  deaths  from  natural  causes,  one  prisoner 
<^ommitted  suicide  by  hanging  himself,  and  two  were  executed. 

The  new  warders'  quarters  is  in  course  of  erection ;  when  this 
building  is  finished  tne  new  hospital  will  be  available ;  it  is  at 
present  occupied  by  the  warders. 
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UOMQ  KOKG, 

1899. 
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HovoKoKO, 
1899. 
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Homo  Kow, 
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GOYEBNMENT   CiVIL   HOSPITAL. 

In-patients. — The  total  number  shows  an  increase  of  163  as 
compared  witjib  1898;  as  already  state^^  there  were  more  in-patients 
treated  dunng  1899  than  in  anj  previous  jear;  the  figures  for  the 
past  three  years  are  as  follows : — 


Homo  Koxa, 
18d9. 


Year. 


1897 
1898 
1899 


••         ••• 


•••        ••• 


Total. 


2,445 
2,571 
2,734 


Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  was  114,  a  percentage 
of  4*16,  the  lowest  mortality  for  the  past  six  years  ;  of  these  39 
were  in  a  moribund  condition  when  admitted,  31  dying  within 
twenty-four  hours  and  8  within  forty-eight  hours  of  their 
admission. 

The  average  daily  number  of  sick  was  106*36  as  against  98*81 
in  1898. 

Women. — The  number  admitted  was  402.  At  present  the 
only  accommodation  we  have  for  women  and  children  of  every 
nationality  is  one  general  ward  with  14  beds,  and  one  private 
ward ;  further  accommodation  for  women  and  children  is  very 
much  required,  and  will  be  provided  in  the  New  Women's  Jubilee 
Hospital. 

Private  Paying  Patients. — The  number  of  first  and  second 
class  patients  for  the  past  three  years  has  been  as  follows : — 


First  class 
Second  class 

Total 


1897. 


53 

153 


206 


1898. 


58 
154 


1899. 


74 
158 


212 


232 
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Bpmo  Koho,  Nation  alitt. 

'    *  1809* 

•  Auropecais. — Ab  compared  with  the  previous  year  there  was 

an  increase  of  23. 

Indians* — The  largest  increase  was  amongst  the  Indians,  226 
more  having  been  admitted  than  in  1898.  The  Police  contnbated 
141  of  this  number,  the  greater  majoritj  being  cases  of  malarial 
fever  admitted  from  the  New  Territory ;  the  rest  are  destitute 
Indians  who  have  come  to  this  colony  in  search  of  work, 

Asiatics. — These  form  by  far  the  greatest  majority  of  patients 
admitted  to  the  hospital,  no  less  than  1,264  out  of  a  total  of 
2,734  bein^  Chinese  and  Jaipanese ;  many  cases  have  had  to  be 
refused  admission,  and  if  it  is  intended  that  the  hospital  shall 
meet  with  the  public  req[uirements,  further  accommodation  will 
have  to  be  provided. 

Diseases. — The  following  diseases  caused  the  greatest  number 
of  admissions : — 
Fever : — 

Malarial — Intermittent  367 

„           Bemittent  102 

Snteric         ...         ...  ...         ...  33 

Febricula     ...         ...  ...         ...  6 

508 


Venereal  Diseases  

Diseases  of  Digestive  System 210 

„         „  Respiratory     „       165 

„        „  Nervous  „      128 

Injuries  of  various  kinds  contributed  347  cases. 

Deaths. — The  following  diseases  caused  the  greatest  number 
of  deaths : — 

Disease  of  Respiratory  System 25 

Enteric  Fever     11 

Disease  of  Urinary  System       9 

Whereas  15  deaths  were  the  result  of  injuries. 

Police. — The  total  number  admitted  was  208  in  excess  of  the 
previous  year,  there  being  30  more  Europeans,  142  more  Indians 
and  32  more  Chinese  under  treatment. 

Gaol  Officers. — ^There  were  56  imder  treatment  as  compared 
with  30  in  the  previous  year  : —  •  - 

Principal  Warder         1 

.    Warders %'6 

Assistant  Warders       8 

vjTuuirds  ...         •••         •••         •••     24 

56 

malarial  fevers  and  influenza  contributing  the  greatest  number  of 
admissions,  viz.,  17  and  4  respectively. 
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Influenza. — There  were   32   cases   under  treatment,   with  no  Homo 
-deaths.  18991 

-  Enteric  Fever. — There  were  33  cases  under  treatment,  with  """* 
11  deaths  :  13  originated  locallj,  one  being  an  Indian  constlible 
from  the  Central  Police  Station,  one  was  from  Canton,  and  the 
remaining  19  were  from  ships,  nine  of  these  being  from  foreign 
men-of-war,  aU  having  contracted  the  disease  away  from  tne 
colony. 

As  Dr.  Manson  states  in  his  book  on  Tropical  Diseases^^^  this 
disease  is  a  very  virulent  one  in  the  tropics,  with  a  death  rate 
twice  as  heavy  as  the  death  rate  of  typhoid  in  England." 

Our  experience  also  bears  out  his  statement  '^  that  constipation 
is  much  more  common  in  tropical  typhoid  than  in  the  disease  in 
,  Europe." 

Diphtheria. — Six  patients  were  admitted  suflfering  from  this 
^sease,  with  two  deaths,  both  Chinese ;  in  each  case  tracheotomy 
was  performed. 

Cholera. — There  were  no  cases  admitted  suffering  from  this 
•disease ;  this  is  the  third  year  in  succession  that  we  have  been 
free  from  this  disease. 

Dysentery. — Forty-seven  cases  were  under  treatment,  with  two 
•deaths. 

Malarial  Fevers. — I  have  to  report  a  large  increase  in  the 
number  admitted  suffering  from  this  class  of  disease,  the  figures 
being  469  as  compared  with  334  in  1898. 

There  were  three  deaths— one  European,  one  Indian  and  one 
-Chinese. 

This  large  increase  was  mainly  due  to  police  admitted  from 
fltations  in  the  New  Territory ;  by  reference  to  the  Table  on  p.  152 
it  will  be  seen  that  118  admissions  are  thus  accounted  for. 

Knowing  how  malarious  many  of  the  districts  in  the  New 
Territory  were,  instructions  were  drawn  up  for  the  guidance  of 
officers  stationed  there,  special  prominence  being  given  to  the 
prophylactic  use  of  quinine  in  small  daily  doses  during  the 
summer  months. 

The  disease,  although  prevalent,  was  not  of  a  severe  type, 
there  being  onlv  one  death,  that  of  the  inspector  at  Chean^  Chau, 
And  it  is  doubtful  whether  this  was  a  case  of  true  malarial  fever. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  in  July  last  with  fever,  and 
rapidly  developed  hyperpyrexia,  his  temperature  rising  to 
P.  109 . 

A  careful  post  mortem  examination  was  made  and,  as  this  was 
a  most  exceptional  case,  portions  of  the  various  organs  were 
preserved  and  sent  to  Dr.  Manson.    From  a  report  which  I  have 
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HovoKoMa,  receiyed  from  the  Tropical  School  of  Medicine  it  would  be 
18M  more  correct  to  consider  this  as  a  case  of  Siriasis  or  Thermic 
—       feyer. 

Two  other  cases  of  hjperpjrexia  occurred  durinfi^  the  year  ^ 
blood  films  of  both  of  tnese  were  sent  to  Dr.  Malison  for 
examination,  but  no  malarial  parasites  were  found ;  they  occurred 
in  patients  suffering  from  delirium  tremens. 

Beri-ieri. — There  were  44  cases  under  treatment,  with  seyen 
deaths,  an  increase  of  15  as  compared  with  1898. 

Seyenteen  were  Chinese  constables,  seyen  being  admitted  from 
tjbe  Central  and  six  from  the  Water  Police  Station;  most  of 
these  cases  were  recruits,  the  disease  deyeloping  during'  their 
three  months'  probation. 

Venereal  Diseases, — The. number  of  admissions  from  consti- 
tutional syphilis  continues  to  show  a  small  but  steady  increase  a» 
the  following  figures  proye  : — 


Primary  Syphilis 
Secondary 

Total 


1897. 


66 
82 


148 


1898. 


76 

87 


163 


1899. 


63 

106 


169 


The  large  increase  in  those  suffering  from  secondary  syphilis 
shows  that  the  disease  is  much  more  preyalent  in  the  colony ; 
65  of  these  cases  were  Chinese. 

Many  of  this  nationality  haye  to  be  treated  as  out-patients  on 
account  of  our  limited  acconmiodation ;  unfortunately.  Chinamen 
suffering  from  yenereal  diseases  are  not  admitted  to  the  Tung 
Wah  Hospital.  This  is  a  fact  much  to  be  deplored,  as  now  this 
institution  is  becoming  more  under  the  influence  of  Western 
medicine,  many  cases  might  be  treated  there  who  now  undoubtedly 
disseminate  this  disease  abroad. 

There  were  54  cases  under  treatment  suffering  from  gonorrhoea 
as  against  48  in  1898. 

Injuries. — There  were  347  admissions  with  15  deaths  as  against 
352  with  18  deaths  in  1898. 

Surgical  Operations. — There  were  234  during  the  year  with 
six  deaths  as  against  224  with  10  deaths  in  the  preyious  year. 
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Amongst  the  more  important  operations  during  the  year  were  HoiraKoii9:.' 
the  following :—  1899 

Lithotomy. — A  Chinaman  was  admitted  from  Tdipo,  in  the 
New  Territory,  and  was  successfully  operated  on,  the  calculus 
weighing  2\  ounces. 

Hernia. — Five  cases  were  operated  on  with  but  one  fatal 
result ;  this  was  the  case  of  a  Chinaman  in  whom  the  hernia  had 
been  strangulated  for  some  days ;  the  intestine  was  quite  gan- 
grenous, and  although  it  was  removed  and  an  artificial  anus 
formed,  the  patient  never  rallied.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the 
Chinese  do  not  realise  the  serious  nature  of  this  complaint  and 
present  themselves  for  treatment  earlier. 

Abscess  of  Liver. — Three  cases  were  operated  on  successfully  ; 
the  notes  of  two  are  given  in  the  appendix.    (See  next  page.) 

Laparotomy. — This  operation  was  performed  on  a  European 
for  perityphlitis  with  a  successful  result. 

Gunshot  fPounds. — There  were  several  cases  admitted  during 
the  year  and  operated  on.  We  found  the  Rontgen  rays  of  great 
assistance  in  locating  the  same ;  in  one  severe  case  of  injury  to 
the  shoulder,  in  which  the  head  of  the  humerus  was  smashed,  the 
joint  was  excised  and,  although  the  bullet  could  not  be  found,  the 
man  made  an  excellent  recovery. 

AnoRsthetics. — Chloroform  has  been  administered  164  times 
•during  the  past  year.  Unf ortimately  two  deaths  occurred  from 
its  effects — the  first  in  the  hospital.  Both  cases  were  Europeans. 
These  cases  were  fully  reported  to  The  Lancet.  The  deaths 
occurred  under  different  administrators  and  under  different 
systems. 

The  majority  of  cases  (156)  were  anaesthetised  by  Krohne  and 
Seismann's  modification  of  Innker^s  inhaler,  and  the  remainder 
^ith  Skiemer's  inhaler. 

Using  the  former  method — 

The  average  time  taken  to  produce  ansesthesia  was  5'  •  37'. 

The  average  duration  of  the  operation  11'  26',  and  the  average 
quantity  used  was  2  drs.  13  minims. 

No  notes  were  kept  of  the  cases  under  Skiemer's  inhaler,  but 
it  undoubtedly  uses  or  rather  wastes  a  much  larger  amount  of  the 
ansesthetic,  and  the  danger  of  an.  overdose  is  less  easily  guarded 
4igainst. 

The  drawback  to  Innker's  inhaler  is  the  amount  of  india 
rubber  used  in  the  machine*  as  this  rapidly  deteriorates  in  this 
climate. 
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^"^fST"'                                 FBACTUBB8 

AND  Dislocations. 

The  following  fractures  and  dislocationa  have  been  treated 

during  the  year : — 

Fracture  of  the  skull     4 

w   . 

W 

spine     1 

J9 

99 

humerus           •••     6 

91 

99 

radius  and  ulna ..     6 

99 

99 

femur 8 

99 

99 

tibia      10 

99 

99 

inferior  maxilla  ••     1 

99 

99 

ribs       •••         •••     1 

99 

«9 

clavicle 1 

Dislocation  of  the  hip     1 

99 

„      ankle 2 

99 

„      shoulder        ...     1 

99 

„      elbow 2 

Alcoholism. — There  were  76  cases  admitted,  with  four  deaths  ;: 
two  of  these,  as  already  stated,  developed  hyperpyrexia,  which 
was  the  immediate  cause  of  death. 

Poisoning. — There  were  eight  cases  of  poisoning  during  the 
year  ;  five  were  cases  of  datura  poisoning,  two  of  opium,  and  in 
one  the  poisonous  agent  was  exalgine ;  all  of  these  recovered. 

J.  M.  Atkinson, 
Principal  Civil  Medical  Officer. 

APPENDIX. 


Hepatic  Abscess.    Operation.    Rbcovbbt. 

An  English  officer  in  the  mercantile  marine,  aged  39,  was 
admitted  to  hospital  on  the  7th  February. 

Previous  history. — He  had  had  an  attack  of  dysentery  in  1881. 
Last  March  was  laid  up  with  an  attack  of  malarial  fever  on  the 
West  Coast  of  Africa,  and  had  two  relapses  whilst  in  England. 

Present  history. — For  the  last  five  or  six  months  has  been 
troubled  with  pain  in  the  region  of  the  liver,  which  four  days  ago 
became  much  more  severe  and  was  accompanied  by  pain  in  the 
right  shoulder.  Liver  dulness  is  increased  with  distmct  tender- 
ness in  lower  intercostal  spaces  on  right  side.  Breath  very  short. 
Temperature  100*8^  on  the  9th.  Under  chloroform  an  aspirating 
needle  has  proved  the  presence  of  pus  ;  an  incision  was  made  in 
the  9th  interspace  and  a  drainage  tube  inserted.  The  temperature 
at  once  came  down  to  normal  and  remained  so  up  to  25th  day,. 
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when  there  was  a  slight  rise  (100^)  owing  to  a  small  accumulation  HohoKomo,- 
of  jpus  in  the  rapidly  closing  sinus.    Th^  was  evacuated,  and  the       1899. 
patient  was    discharged  quite  cured  on  the  36th  daj^  having       r— r. 
gained  8  lbs.  in  a  week. 


Abscess  of  Liyeb.    Semoyal  of  Labgb  Gall  Stoke. 

Bboovebt. 

Ng  Wan,  Chinese  lukong,  "aged  38,  was  admitted  on  30th 
May. 

He  had  been  ill  with  fever  four  days.  The  liver  dulness  was 
increased  two  fingers'  breadth  below  the  cartilages  and  was  very 
tender,  especially  over  the  seat  of  the  eall  bladder.  There  was 
dulness  in  the  right  chest  posteriorly,  with  feeble  breath  sounds. 
He  had  never  had  dysentery.  The  temperature  varied  from  99^ 
in  the  morning  to  104^  in  the  evening. 

On  the  6th  June  the  liver  was  explored  and  pus  found,  and 
next  day  under  an  anaesthetic  an  incision  was  made  below  costal 
cartilage  of  7th  rib,  in  nipple  line,  and  a  tube  was  inserted  into  an 
abscess  and  two  pints  of  pus  evacuated.  The  temperature 
dropped  at  once  and  kept  normal.  On  16th  August,  as  there  was 
still  a  discharging  sinus,  the  patient  was  put  under  chloroform 
again  and  the  sinus  scraped.  A  calculus  was  felt  and  part 
removed.  On  21st  of  August  he  was  again  operated  on,  and  after 
some  trouble  a  calculus  was  removed  in  pieces  weighing  420  grains. 
The  patient  rapidly  improved  in  weight  from  114  to  127  lbs.,  and 
g^enem  health,  and  was  discharged  on  16th  September,  with  the 
sinus  quite  healed  and  the  liver  dulness  normal.  Throughout  the 
case  there  was  no  jaundice  or  any  bile  discharged  through  the 
sinus. 


Sbvebe  Wound  op  Knee  Joint.     Suture  of  Patella. 

Becovebt. 

A  healthy  Chinese  male  adult  was  admitted  on  31st  July,  at 
1 1 .45  p.m.,  with  a  severe  wound  of  the  knee  joint.  The  joint  was 
washed  out,  the  knee  put  up  in  Mclntyre^s  splint  and  the  patient 
put  to  bed. 

Next  morning,  under  an  an»sthetic,  it  was  found  that  he  had  a 
clean  cut  wound  through  the  patella  about  |in.  from  the  lower 
border  and  notching  the  outer  condyle  about  2  inches  in  depth. 
It  was  determined  to  give  the  patient  a  chance  of  preserving  his 
leg,  and  the  wound  was  most  thoroughly  cleaned  out  by  irrigation 
sponges  and  a  nail  brush  across  the  bony  section.  Some  time 
and  care  were  bestowed  on  this,  and  to  this  fact  must  be  attributed 
the  very  excellent  result.  The  patella  was  brought  together  by 
two  silver  wire  sutures  and  the  skin  wound  sewn  with  silk.  The 
knee  was  then  fixed  in  a  Mclntyre's  splint.     There  was  scarcely 
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R6na  KoHO,  any  {ever  throughout.    The  splint  was  remored  on  the  28th  daj 
1899.       and  pasBiye  movement  begun.    The  patient  was  discharged  on 
'^—       27th  September,  and  three  months  afterwards  was  seen  here  with 
a  good  useful  leg.    He  was  able  to  bend  it  about  45^. 

Pbotbusion  of  the  Intestines  in  a  New  Bobn 
Infant. 

On  April  8th,  at  9  a.m.,  a  Chinese  female  child  was  brought  to 
hospital  immediately  after  birth.  On  removing  the  filthy 
wrappings,  the  cord  with  placenta  attached  and  about  two  feet  of 
intestines  were  found  lying  on  the  abdomen.  On  examination  it 
was  seen  that  the  cord  about  two  inches  from  the  umbilicus  was 
thinned  out  and  attached  ail  lound  an  opening  into  the  abdomen 
about  1^  inches  in  diameter,  through  which  the  intestines  had 
escaped.  The  child  was  crying  a  litUe,  but  did  not  seem  in  any 
pain  nor  was  it  at  all  collapsed.  The  intestines  were  cleaned  and 
after  some  trouble  were  returned,  a  ligature  of  silk  was  slipped 
round  the  opening  and  tied,  and  the  cord  then  dissected  off. 
At  6  p.m.  this  ligature  unfortunately  slipped,  and  the  intestines 
had  again  to  be  returned.  Three  deep  and  three  superficial  silk 
sutures  were  now  inserted.        \ 

The  child  throughout  took  milk  well,  though  •there  was 
occasionally  some  vomiting.  The  stitches  were  removed  on  the 
sixth  day  and  the  baby  discharged  on  the  20th  day  quite  welL 
There  was  no  rise  of  temperature  throughout  the  case  save  on  the 
third  day,  when  it  reached  99*6.  This  abnormality  is  a  rare  one, 
as  no  one  who  saw  the  case  had  ever  seen  anything  similar.  The 
absence  of  peritonitis  throughout  the  case  is  worthy  of  note. 


VICTORIA  GAOL  HOSPITAL. 


Admissions  and  Mobtality  in  the  Hospital 

Ybab  1899. 

during  the 

Diseases. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

Remarks. 

GENERAL  DISEASES— 

Plague           

1 

— 

InflaenxaN     

4 

— 

Enteric  Fever          

2 

— 

Dysentery     

18 

— 

Beri-beri       •••       ••.       •••       ••• 

2 

1 
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AdmiasioQS   sod   Mortality  in  the   Hospital  4uriiig  the     BomEmq 
Year  1899— con/muAf.  i^^     ^ 


1)1861868. 


Gbkebal  Diseases— coif^ 
Malarial  Fever— 

(a)  Intermittent • 

(&)  Bemitteat      

Leprosy— 
(a)  Tubercular 

Syphilis — 

(a)  Primary         

(6)  Tertiary 

Gonorrhoda 

Alcoholism    .«. 

Rheumatism  •••        •••        ••«        • 

Anaomia        •••        •••        •••        • 

Debility        

LOCAL  diseases- 
Diseases  OF  THE  NbBYOUS  StSTBM — 
Sub-section  2 — 
Functional  Nenrous  Disorders — 
Apoplexy      

Bub-section  3— 
Mental  Diseases- 
Idiocy 

Dementia      •••        •»•        •< 
Delusional  Insanity  •»«        •, 

esos 


Oases. 


7 
63 


4 
4 
3 
2 

4 

4 

81 
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BmoEoM,      AdmiB8ioD8 ,  and  .  Mortality  in    the    Hospital  during  th^ 
1899:  :     ''    '"       Yesj  .189^— continued. 


/    Diseaaca. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Remarks. 

Local  Disbases— oont. 

Diaeaaee  of  the  Eye 

2 

— 

99         ))      jjiftr  •••        •••        ••• 

3 

— 

„         „      Gircalatory  System 

13 

2 

„         „      Eeepiratory  System 

17 

1 

„         „      Digestive  System ... 

78 

1 

„         „      Lymphatic  System.. 

18 

— 

n         „      Urinary  System   ... 

8 

— 

„         „      Generative  System.. 

4 

— 

„         „      Orgami  of  Locomo- 
tion. 

1 

— 

„         „      OeUular  Tissue     ... 

51 

— 

n         n      Skin          •••        ••• 

20 

— 

Injuries,  Local 

20 

— 

Parasites           

1 

— 

Under  Observation     

69 

— 

Total  for  the  year 

503 

5 

Other  Deaths :— Buioide  by  hanging  ...        ...    i 

Executions 2 


Total 


•..    «/ 
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VICTORIA  GAOL. 

Cases  treated  by  the  Medical  Officer,  but  not  Admitted 
to  the  Hospital  during  the  Yeab  1899. 


Homo  Soma, 
1899. 


DiaeMeB. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

Remarka. 

GENERAL  DISEASES— 

Malarial  Fever — 

(a)  Intermittent 

19 

(&)  Remittent      

45 

— 

Syphilia— 

71 

— 

(h)  Tertiary         

19 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

61 

— 

Rheumatism 

104 

— 

Debility         

51 

— 

LOCAL  DISEASES 

Diseases  of  the  Oironlatory  System 

9 

— 

„         „      Respiratory  System 

96 

— 

„         „      Digestive  System ... 

387 

— 

,f         „      Lymphatic  System.. 

56 

— 

„         „      Odlnlar  Tissue    ... 

9 

— 

Total  for  the  year 

972 

— 

6202 


L  2 
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1899. 
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HOMO 

1899. 


No  a  i 

i 

HONG    KONG. 


REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH  ;  AND  SANITARY 
CONDITION  OF  THE  COLONY  OF  HONG 
KONG  FOR  1800. 


Population. 

The  estiiuated  population  of  the  Colony  for  1899  was  259,310. 
There  were  1,132  births  and  6,181  deaths;  of  the  latter,  1,434 
were  from  plague. 

The  Urih^aU  was  4*3  per  1,000,  as  against  4*7  per  1,000  in 
1898. 

The  deathrrate  was  23*8  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  22*30  per 
1,000  in  1898.  Excluding  the  deaths  from  pla^e  the  death- 
rate  would  have  been  18*3  per  1,000. 

The  following  figures  will  show  the  comparison  of  the  deaths 
rate  in  the  different  nationalities  for  the  last  two  years  : — 


. 

Death-rate. 

1898. 

1899. 

per  1,000. 

per  1,000. 

T^bites 

...        ••• 

••• 

•  a. 

•  •• 

16-2 

12-5 

Ooloured    ... 

•••        ... 

••• 

... 

... 

88-6 

28*3 

Chinese 



.*• 

•  •• 

... 

22-54 

24-4 

The  increased  mortality  amongst  the  Chinese  was  occasioned 
by  the  greater  number  of  deaths  from  plague. 
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Pbbyalengb  op   Sickness  in   the   different  Seasons      ^^JJo 
^  OT  THE  Year,  and  General  Character  as  to  the       i899.'' 
Mildness  or  Severity  op  the  Diseases  prevailing,  .     — 

SmaLUfox. — ^This  disease  was  much  less  prevalent  than  in 
I8989  onlj  69  cases  having  been  notified^  as  compared  with  199 
in  the  previous  year,  as  usual  the  greater  number  of  cases  oc- 
curring in  the  winter  months.  At  no  time  was  the  disease 
epidemia 

Plague. — ^Information  was  obtained  of  the  presence  of  some 
sporadic  cases  of  plague  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Canton  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year. 

In  the  month  of  February  the  Government  was  informed  of  the 
presence  of  an  outbreak  of  plague  at  Tainan  in  Formosa. 

The  Sanitary  Board  was  informed  on  the  16th  March  ol  the 
presence  of  sporadio  cases  of  plague  at  Pakhoi. 

On  the  22nd  March  the  Sanitary  Board,  on  account  of  the 
receipt  of  two  letters  from  Her  Britannic  Majesty^s  Consul  at 
Tainan,  Formosa,  reporting  an  increase  of  cases  of  bubonic 
plague  in  the  Tainan  Prefecture  in  the  week  endine  13th  March, 
advised  the  GoTemment  to  proclaim  Tai  Wan  Foo  and  its  Port. 
Anping,  as  places  at  which  Bubonic  Plague  prevails. 

Rats  and  Plague. — ^In  February  the  Captain  Superintendent 
of  Police,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Government 
Analyst  were  appointed  a  Commission  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
terminating rats.  A  grant  of  f 200  was  made  for  traps,  poison, 
and  other  requisites.  Experiments  were  made  to  see  if  it  were 
possible  to  attract  rats  into  cellars  by  means  of  food  in  order  that 
poison  might  afterwards  be  used.  It  was  found  that  the  animals 
had  80  much  garbage  in  the  streets  and  lanes,  that  the  choice 
food  placed  in  cellars  had  no  attraction.  Traps  were  set  in  every 
house  in  West  Point — a  district  in  which  plague  is  invariably 
bad  whenever  the  Colony  is  infected.  After  two  months  no 
more  rats  could  be  caught  in  West  Point,  and  householders  said 
that  no  more  were  to  be  seen.  Simultaneously  with  the  opera^ 
tions  in  this  district,  traps  were  set  in  Eowloon,  and  in  the  Cen- 
tral District.  Altogether  about  1,000  rats  were  caught.  A 
large  number,  in  addition,  were  caught  by  the  Chinese,  many  of 
whom  bought  traps  and  put  themselves  to  considerable  trouble 
to  exterminate  the  animals. 

The  Commission  was  dissolved  in  May,  as  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  stated  that  it  appeared  more  probable  that  rats  caught 
plague  from  man  rather  than  that  men  were  infected  through 
rats.  Although  the  West  Point  District  had  probably  never 
before  been  so  free  from  rats  as  it  was  just  before  plague  ap- 
peared, the  epidemic  there  was  one  oi  the  worst  experienced. 
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Bowo  On  account  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  m 

KoMo.      the  month  of  March,  steps  were  taken  by  the  Sanitaiy  Board  at 
1899.       its  meeting  on  the  3rd  March  for  the  enforcement  of  the  prcK 
**^        Tisions  of  the  cleansing  and  lime- washing  bye-laws  in  the  cen- 
tral parts  of  the  City. 

Early  in  April,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in 
No.  9  Health  District,  the  Board  declared  it  infected. 

Prompt  measures  were  immediately  taken  to  deal  with  tha 
disease. 

The  disease  became  much  more  prevalent  in  May ;  at  the  end 
of  the  month  the  Branch  Plague  Hospital  was  reopened  for  the 
reception  of  plague  patients. 

Early  in  June  a  report  was  made  to  the  Government  of  the 
reappearance  of  plague  at  Canton. 

On  the  17th  June  Health  Districts  Nos.  4,  6,  6,  7,  8,  and  10 
were  declared  to  be  infected. 

Information  of  the  presence  of  plague  at  Amoy  was  obtained 
in  the  middle  of  June. 

The  Sanitary  Board  on  the  24th  June  advised  that  Amoy  be 
declared  infected  with  plague. 

Health  Districts  Nos.  11  and  12  (Kowloon  Peninsula)  were  de- 
clared infected  with  the  disease  on  30th  June. 

Amoy  was  declared  free  from  plague  on  17th  of  August 

It  was  itot  xmtil  the  end  of  September  that  plaj^ne  ceased  to 
be  prevalent.  On  the  12th  October  the  Sanitary  Board  reported 
that  clean  Bills  of  Healtb  might  then  be  issued  as  no  cases  had 
been  notified  for  the  previous  ten  days. 

In  all  1,486  cases  of  plague  were  notified  during  the  year,  with 
1,434  deaths. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  reported  in  eaclf 
month  for  the  years  1898  and  1899  ;— 


1898. 

1899. 

January 

9 

1 

February 

67 

2 

March      

137 

25 

April        

May         

468 

101 

634 

421 

June        

92 

514 

July         

7 

268 

August 

2 

86 

September 

1 

57 

October 

2 

4 

November          

0 

1 

December          

Total 

1 

11 

1,320 

1,486 

Digitized  by  vnOOQ iC 


171 


From  July,  1898,  to  the  end  of  February,  1899,  only  sixteen 
'Cases  occurred ;  the  disease  during  this  time  was  quiescent ;  the 
mairked  recurrence  of  cases,  however,  in  houses  previously  in- 
fected shows  that  the  bacilli  are  but  dormant,  and  in  the  ill- 
ventilated,  badlv  lighted,  and  overcrowded  Chinese  dwellings 
which  exist  in  tnis  Colony  only  require  certain  atmospheric  con- 
■ditions  to  favour  their  growth  and  spread. 

During  1899  out  of  a  total  of  7,159  houses  in  the  city  of  Vic- 
toria there  were  709  houses  in  which  cases  of  plague  occurred ; 
in  80  of  these  709  houses  cases  of  plague  had  occurred  in  1898, 
so  that  11  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  in  houses  previously  infected 
in  the  1898  outbreak. 

The  great  increase  of  cases,  which  in  epidemic  years  has 
alwi&ys  occurred  in  the  sprint,  proves  that  in  these  years  a  fresh 
introduction  of  plague  bacilli  occurs ;  information  was  obtained 
of  the  presence  of  sporadic  cases  in  the  district  round  Canton  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year;  an  outbreak  also  occurred  at 
Wuchow  at  the  beginning  of  March,  and  news  was  obtained  of 
the  presence  of  oases  at  !rakhoi  on  the  16th  of  March.  It  also 
appears  that  the  great  influx  of  Chinese  at  the  annual  race  meet- 
ing, which  is  always  held  towards  the  end  of  February,  may 
be  one  means  whereby  these  germs  are  introduced  afresh  into 
ihis  Colony. 

This  vear  vigorous  steps  have  been  taken  to  prevent  this 
^T^flw-r  of  Chinese ;  a  different  system  has  also  been  established 
to  exterminate  the  rats. 

The  Chinese  are  paid  2  cents  a  head  for  each  rat,  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  of  the  various  Health  Districts  collecting  them  on 
their  momingx  ixmnds ;  by  this  means  300  rats  a  we^  are  now 
being  destroyed. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  disease  did  not  reach  its  maximum  until 
June,  quite  a  month  later  than  was  the  case  in  tiie  previous  year ; 
it  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  mean  monthly'  temperature  was 
considerably  less  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  UUM,  in 
1898,  as  the  following  figures  will  show: — 


HbNo 

KOMO. 

1899. 


Hean  monthly  tempentnn. 

1898. 

1899. 

January 

60-1 

690 

February  

6M 

69-6 

March      

64S 

64-9 

April        

69-2 

69-9 

May         

78-4 

77-6 

June        

81-6 

79-7 
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Hoif«»  A  ocmfliderable  diminntioiL  of  the  nnmber  of  cases  followed 

^^'      the  montli  of  the  TnaTinniTn  mean  tempemturey  yix.,  July. 

This  is  the  first  time  that  the  disease  has  be^i  epidemio  in  two 
sticcessiTe  years. 

Fortnnatelyy  very  few  ExuopeaiiB  were  attacked  this  year. 

One  of  the  islaads  that  were  annexed  this  year,  tiz.^  Cheung 
Chau,  suffered  from  an  outbreak  in  the  months  of  April  and  May ; 
an  epidemic  of  what  appears  to  have  been  swine-iever  preTsaled 
amongst  the  pigs  on  this  island  prior  to  the  attack  in  man 

Rinderpest  this  year  was  very  prevalent  amongst  the  cattle 
in  the  Colony. 

Early  in  March  it  broke  out  in  a  dairy  at  Wanchai  and  rapidly 
spread  to  a  dairy  at  Causeway  Bay. 

Eowloon  was  infected  with  this  disease  towards  the  end  of 
April ;  in  May  it  occurred  in  a  large  dairy  at  Wongneichung, 
and  in  September  there  were  a  few  cases  at  the  Pokfulum  Dairy 
Farm. 

Enteric  fever. — There  were  69  cases  reported  during  the  year, 
an'  increase  of  7  as  compared  with  1898. 

Cholera. — ^For  the  third  year  in  succession  we  were  practically 
free  from  this  class  of  disease;  undoubtedly  the  habit  of  the 
Chinese  in  drinking*  their  water  boiled  prevents  the  spread  of 
this  disease,  should  it  be  introduced. 

Malarial  fevers  and  Beri-heri  were  much  more  prevalent  than 
in  the  previous  year. 

Beri-beri  is  very  common  amongst  the  Chinese; it  does  not, 
however,  become  epidemic ;  it  is  rarely  that  more  than  one  case 
occurs  in  the  same  house,  so  that  the  disease  as  it  now  exists  it 
not  very  infectious. 

In  order  to  obtain  more  information  concerning  this  disease 
it  would,  I  think,  be  advisable  to  include  it  amongst  the  list  of 
notifiable  diseases. 
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Hmff(»  Bblatiye  Mobtalitt  in  the  Diffbbbnt  Sbasonb. 

KONO, 

1899,  From  tHe  following  table  it  will  be  Men  that  the  months  o£ 

*— *         May  and  June  were  the  most  fatal ;  the  cause  of  this  mortality 
was  the  greater  prevalence  of  plague  during  these  months. 

PoPULATiOK.— Non-Chinese,  15,820.     Chinese,  243,490. 

Deaths. 


Month. 


January    ... 

February  ... 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Au^st     ... 

September 

October    ... 

NoTember 

December... 

Total    ... 


Non- 
Chinese. 


18 
20 
10 
16 
22 
31 
29 
16 
.24 

.13 
.27 

241 


Bate 

per 

1,000. 


12-13 


^17-44 


Ghineae. 


Rate 

per 

1,000. 


Total 
Deaths. 


V 17-44 


V 13-90 


304 
347 
371 
429 
808 
846 
596 


16-78 


I 
I 
y  34-21 


457 

449   p 
432 
440 
461 

5,940 


y  24-67 


21-89 


367 
381 
445 
830 
877 
625 
473 
473 
447 
453 
488 

6,181 


Total  Death* 
excluding 

Plague  and 
Small-pox. 


359 
351 
344 
428 
402 
345 
378 
415 
445 
449 
476 

4,712 
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Bbtitbns  of  DiSBASBS  and  Dbaths  in  1899  at  Goybbnmei^t 
Civil  Hospital,  Tung  Wah  Hospital,  and 
ViCTOBiA  Gaol  Hospital,  Hong  Eong. 


KOMG, 

1899L 


Government  Civil  Hospitah 

Yearly  Total. 

Diaeaaes. 

Remarks 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

GENKKATi  DISEASES— 

Smallpox       

2 

— 

Measles          

3 

— 

Typhus          

— 

— 

Plague.! ^       

23 

3 

Dengue          

— 

•    — 

Influenza       

32 

— 

Diphtheria     

6 

2 

6 

— 

Enteric  Feyer          • 

33 

11 

Cholera          

— 

— 

Dysentery     

47 

2 

Beriberi        

44 

7 

Malarial  Fever— 

(a.)  Intermittent 

367 

— 

(6.)  Remittent     

102 

1        3 

(e.)  Pernicious  B.           

— 

— 

Erysipelas      

— 

— 

Pynmia         •••        •••        •••        ••• 

4 

3 

Septicasmia 

— 
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Hoiro 
KoMf 


Government  Cvnl  Hoipitat^^ooiDLl. 

Year^  TotaL 

Diseftses. 

Remarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

GENERAL  DISEASBS-^oirf. 

Teianns         

— 

— 

Tubercle        

2 

— 

Leprosy^ 

(a.)  Tubercular 

— 

— 

(6.)  AnflBsthetic 

— 

— 

Yaws 

— 

— 

Syphilis— 

(a.)  Prinuury 

•        ...        ... 

63 

— 

(6.)  Secondary      ., 

• 



106 

1 

(c.)  Inherited       .. 

. 

•  .                   ... 

3 

2 

Gonorrhoea    ... 

. 



54 

— 

Hydrophobia ... 

. 

..                  ... 

— 

— 

Scurvy 

. 

..                   *•• 

— 

— 

. 



— 

— 

Delirium  Tremena  .. 

• 



76 

4 

Bheumatiflm 

. 

..                  ... 

94 

— 

Rheumatic  Fever 

•  a 

1*.                  ••• 

19 

— 

Gout   ...        M* 

• 

a.                  aa. 

1 

— 

t 

7 

— 



14 

1 

Anftmia         

..                  ••• 

8 

2 

Diabetea  meUitua     ... 

»..                  ... 

5 

— 

„       insipidus    ... 

»••                  ..« 

— 

— 

Debility        •••        • 

•  « 

•.•                  •«• 

25 

— 
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Gavemmmi  Ciml 

Hospital' 

-oont 

HOHQ 

Yeariy  Total. 

xm. 

DiseftBes. 

BemarlDB. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

LOCAL  DISEASES— 

DiBBASBS  OF  THB  NeBVOUS  SYSTEM— 

Sub-section  1— 

DiBeases  of  the  Nervea— 

NeuritiB         

10 

— 

MeningitiB     •••        ...        ... 

2 

2 

Myelitis         .    ... 

1 

— 

Hydrocephalus          

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

3 

2 

Abscess  of  Brain 

— 

— 

GoDgestion  of  Brain 

— 

— 

Sab-section  2— - 

Functional  Neryons  Disorders — 

Apoplexy       

2 

1 

Paralysis        

13 

— 

Chorea           

— 

— 

Epilepsy        

6 

— 

Neuralgia       

10 

— 

Hysteria        •••        •••        ••• 

3 

— 

Snb-section  3— 

Idiocy  •••        •••        ••• 

— 

— 

16 

— 

12 

— 

Dementia       ••• 

47 

— 

Delusional  Insanity  ••• 

8 

— 

6202 
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JUZ8 

«  \  m 


Bono 


Qovepiment  Qivil  Hospital — contp 


J.Xf^ 


Ji\y.  \  ■ 

Yearly 

Total. 

r*'-—-  »  •-  •-■^ 

<   DiBeasea. 

Bemi^ks. 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

-    •    ,    -      -r  ■ 
LOCATi  DI8BASES-^(m^ 

Diseases  of  the  Eye 

46 

— 

n         »      Ear 

9 

— 

w 

■      JNose           •••        ••• 

1 

— 

l> 

,      Circolatory    system 

20 

3 

11 

,      Respiratory  system 

166 

25 

»» 

,      Digestive  system  ».. 

210 

6 

»» 

,      Lymphatic     system 

76 

'•             1 

,      Urinary  system     ... 

28 

9 

>l 

,      Generative  system — 

Male  organs 

59 

— 

Female  ,, 

67 

— 

„      Orffans  of 

Looomohon. 

113 

1 

„         „      Cellnlar  tissue 

48 

„          „      Skin 

.. 

37 

1 

Injaries,  General 

... 

— 

—    '! 

„     Looal 

•• 

389 

16 

Malformations  ...        

►.. 

3 

— 

Poisons  ... 

... 

12 

_ 

Parasites            

».. 

39 

Under  observation       

... 

63 

Total  jfor  Year   , 

•• 

2,658 

107 

Snrgical  operations  :  cases,  234  ;  deaths,  6. 

;  ;  J,  M.  Atkinson, 

Pfineipdl  Civil  Medical  Officer. 
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Tung  Wah  Hospital. 


Diaeaaes. 


GENERAL  DISEASES— 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Typhns 

Plagae... 

Dengue 

Influensa 

Diphtheria 

Febricnla 

Enteric  Fever 

Cholera 
.Dysentery 

Beri-beri 

Malarial  Fever— 
(a.)  Intermittent... 
(&.)  Remittent    ,•»• 
(c.)  PemidonaB. 

Erysipelas      •••        ••« 

PysBmia         ...        ... 

Septio8Bmia    ...        ..« 

Tetanus 

Tubercle        

Leprosy— 
(a.)  Tubercular    ••• 
(6.)  Anssthetic    ••• 

Yaws  ...        ...        ... 

6202 


Yearly 

Total. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

4 

1 

- 

— 

468 

76 

— 

— 

15 

— 

1 

— 

7 

5 

46 

26 

279 

123 

72 

2 

226 

49 

7 

7 

2 

— 

2 

2 

16 

16 

6 

6 

8 

7 

— 

— 

HONO 
KOMO,. 

1899. 


Remaiks. 


M  % 


Digitized  by  vnOOQ iC 


HONG 

1899. 


Victpria  Gaol  Hospital — cont. 

Yearly 

1 

•           '.>.■•" 

Total 

Difleaaes. 

i 

Remarks. 

Gases. 

Deaths 

GENEKATi  DISEASE&--con<. 

Syphilis— 

4 

— 

(i5.)  Secondary      

— 

— 

(c.)  Tertiary         ..• 

4 

— 

Oonorrhooa 

3 

— 

Hydrophobia 

— 

— 

Scarry            ...        •..        ,.•        •.• 

— 

— 

Alcoholism 

2 

— 

Deliriam  Tremens   ..,        

— 

— 

Bheomatism .• 

4 

— 

Bheumatic  Fever      

— 

— 

Gout 

— 

— 

I^ew  Growth,  non-malignant 

— 

— 

„            malignant     

— 

— 

AnBBmia         

4 

— 

Diabetes  mellitus     

— 

— 

y,      insipidus 

— 

— 

Debility         

81 

— 

LOCAL  DTREASE&- 

DlSEABEB  OF  THE  NSRYOUS  StBTEM- 

-■ 

■•' 

Sub-section  1. 

Diseases  of  the  Nenres— 

Neuritis 

.  .    —  . 



Meningitis     "      ... 

.  .     _.  . 

•  — 

Myelitis        -.•• 

...    —  . 

—     •• 

*  V. 
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Tung  Wah 

Hi 

'^ipital — cc 

mt. 

floMa 

JComa 

- 

Yearly  Total 

1899. 

Diaeaaes. 

Romarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

LOCAL  DISEASES— <»frt. 

Diseases  of  the  Nbrvoub  Ststem 

Sub-section  1— con^. 

Hydrooephalos 

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

Abscess  of  brain       

— 

— 

Congestion  of  brain 

— 

— 

Sub-section  2— 

Functional  Nervous  Disorders — 

Apoplexy       

13 

11 

Paralysis        

36 

22 

Chorea 

— 

- 

Epilepsy         

6 

2 

Neuralgia       .^ 

— 

— 

Hysteria         

— 

— 

Sub-section  3 — 

Idiocy...        ••.        ... 

— 

— 

Mania 

2 

— 

Melancholia 

1 

— 

Dementia       •••        ••• 

2 

— 

Delusional  insanity  ... 

- 

— 

Diseases  of  the  Eye 

22 

— 

,,          "      Bar 

"" 

— 

„         „      Nose 

— 

— 

„         ,,      Circulatory    syste 

m 

78 

bi 

6S02 


M  S 
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HoM 
1899 


Tearly  Total. 

Difeaaas. 

Bemazki. 

^ 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

LOCAL  OISEASES-^oii^ 

Dueases  of  the  Respiratory  system 

17 

1 

„          „      Digestive  system  ... 

78 

1 

„          ,,      Lymphatic  system... 

18 

— 

„         „      Urinary  system     ... 

8 

— 

„          „      Generative  system— 

4 

— 

)f          „             Male  organs  ... 

— 

— 

n         M             Female  „ 

— 

. 

„          „      OrpiiB  of 

Locomotion. 

1 

— 

,1          ,,      Cellular  Tissne     ... 

51 

— 

„          „      Skin 

20 

«. 

Lijuries,  General         -      ,., 

— 

— 

„      Local - 

20 

— 

Malformations 

— . 

.. 

Poisons 

— 

.» 

Parasites 

1 



Under  observation       

59 

- 

Total  for  Year     ... 

503 

5 

Other  Deaths :  Snicide  by  hitnging 
Executions 


Total 


...     1 
...    ? 


Jamss  a.  Lowson,   « 

Acting  Medical  Ofieer, 
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No.  9.  HoiiaKom, 

1899. 


HONG   KONG. 


REPORTS  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH,  THE  SANITARY  SURVEYOR,  AND 
THE  COLONIAL  VETERINARY  SURGEON 
FOR    THE    YEAR    1899, 


(Extract.) 

Population. 

The  population  of  the  Colony  at  the  census  taken  in  1891  was 
found  to  DC  221,441,  and  at  the  census  taken  in  1897  it  was 
:248,880. 

The  following  is  the  estioiated  population  to  the  middle  of 
1899:— 

Non-Chinese  population  ..       8,915 

Chinese  population : — 
Citj    of  Victoria,   including    Peak 

and  Stonecutters'  Island 168,260 

Villages      of     Hong     Kong     and 
Kowloon    •••        •••         ••• 


Floating  population 

Total  Chinese  population 

JOLLUlj  ...  ...  ... 

Xi  avy      •..         «••         •.• 


... 
... 


40,630 

34,700 

243,490 

3,620 
3,385 


Total  population  of  the  Colony       ...  269,310 

The  Total  Strength  of  Tboops  in  garrison  on  June 
30th,  1899,  was  82  British  officers  and  1,651  British  warrant 
officers,  N.C.O.'s,  and  men,  with  21  Indian  officers,  and  1,344 
Indian  warrant  officers,  N.C.O.'s,  and  men,  making  a  total  of 
3,098,  as  compared  with  2,781  in  1898,  and  2,577  in  1897. 
There  were  in  addition  89  British  women  and  148  British 
xshildren  and  also  82  Asiatic  women  and  103  Asiatic  children  on 
the  strength. 
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flo!io  Kcmkf  The  total  strength  of  the  British  fleet  on  the  China  station,  on 
1899.  June  30th,  1899,  was  7,373  British  officers  and  men,  364  Chinese 
..,.  servants  and  1  Japanese  servant.  In  1898  there  were  7,497 
British  officers  and  men  on  the  station.  At  the  census  taken  in 
January,  1897,  the  actual  number  of  officers  and  men  of  Her 
Majesty's  Navy  present  in  the  Colony  was  2,268,  and  in  view  of 
the  considerable  m^rease  in  the  ^numerical  strength  of  the  fleet 
since  that  date,  the  estimated  number  resident  here  (ashore  and 
afloat)  in  1899  is  put  at  3,385. 

The  Chinese  boat  population  of  the  Colony  has  been  estimated 
to  the  middle  of  the  year  to  have  been  34,700 ;  this  figure  cannot, 
however,  be  relied  upon  as  necessarily  accurate,  for,  owing  to  an 
error  in  the  census  returns  for  1891,  pointed  out  in  my  annual 
report  for  last  year,  a  correct  basis  for  calculating  this  population 
is  wnpting.  It  would  appear,  however,  that  there  has  been  a 
steady  increase  in  the  floatmg  population,  and  at  the  census  taken 
in  1897  it  was  found  to  number  33,275. 

The  number  of  registered  boats  belonging  to  thQ  port  in  189^ 
was  as  follow : — 

Fishing  and  trading  junks  6,405 

Cargo  boats,  lighters,  sampans,  &c 4,480 


Total 10,885 


The  number  of  boats  licensed  in  1898  was  10,150,  and  in  1897 
was  9,954. 

The  population  of  the  Colony  is  classified  primarily  into 
Chinese  and  non-Chinese,  the  former  being  greatly  m  the 
majority.  The  non-Chinese  comprise  a  white  popidation  of 
13,060,  of  whom  6,155  are  civilians  and  the  remainder  belong  to 
the  army  or  the  navy.  The  coloured  races  number  2,760  and 
comprise  East  Indians,  Malays,  Filipinos,  and  a  few  Afncans. 

The  white  civilian  population  was  shown  at  the  1897  census  to 
consist  of  2,374  British,  2,276  Portuguese,  and  a  sprinkling  of 
Americans,  Germans,  French,  and  other  Europeans. 

The  population  is  essentially  a  male  adult  one,  as  no  less  than 
70*9  per  cent,  of  the  Chinese  population  and  58*6  per  cent,  of  the 
non-Chinese  population  are  males,  while  more  than  half  the 
population  (55*9  per  cent,  of  the  Chinese  and  52*6  per  cent,  of 
the  non-Chinese)  are  between  the  ages  of  20  and  45.  The  pro- 
portion of  the  population  of  Great  Britain  between  these  ages  la 
only  33*8  per  cent. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  acreage  and  total  population  of  Kcw0KoMa: 
«ach  health  district  of  the  city,  and  the  number  of  persons  per     '  1^9^ 
acre.  1 


.9 

5. 


3 

4 
5 
-6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


531 

243 

164 
56 
29 
30 
36 
49 
44 


1,434 


to 

ns.s 


119 

125 

124 
49 
27 
23 
28 
38 
43 
99 


675 


SW 


g 


I" 


659 

827 

31 
911 
953 
824 
740 
734 
1,035 
456 


7,169 


It 


65 

37 

349 

173 

46 

5 

5 

5 

20 

47 


752 


8,340 
22,260 

4,300 
23,870 
22,270 
17,440 
16,490 
19,240 
24,800 

7,560 


166,560 


o  o 


6lP 


{ 


430 
1,607  troops 
1,185 
1,930 
1,960 

380 

420 

170 

150 

170 

300 


8,682 


S  o 


} 


73-8 
200-4 

50-2 
5271 
838-8 
776-5 
595-0 
510-2 
580-7 

79-3 


259-6 


^  Exdnsive  of  Barracks. 

There  are  also  some  1,700  Chinese  servants,  etc.,  resident  at 
the  Peak. 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  Nos.  5  and  6  Health 
Districts,  which  are  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  citj,  show  acute 
surface  crowding,  while  Districts  7,  9,  4,  and  8  are  almost  as 
densely  crowded.  Owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  island  the 
only  possible  remedy  for  this  acute  congestion  is  the  provision  of 
more  ready  means  of  access  to  the  outlying  districts  of  the  city, 
.  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  will  see  their  way,  at 
no  distant  date,  to  provide  tramways  to  East  Point  and  the 
Shaukiwan  Boad  with  nominal  fares  for  workmen,  thus  offering 
an  inducement  to  the  Chinese  to  reside  in  these  suburbs. 

The  density  of  population  of  the  City  of  Victoria  as  a  wholes 
that  is  to  say,  including  all  the  outlying  vacant  lands  and  the 
villages  in  No.  1  Health  District,  the  Public  Gardens  in  No.  3 
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HoiK3»SfiiMS.  Health  District,  and  all  the  unoccupied  hill-side  below  the  citj 
1899L.      limit  of  about  450  feet  above  high-water  mark,  is  122  persona 
per  acre.     In  1889  the  average  density  of  population  in   the- 
administrative  Countj  of  London  was  49  persons  per  acre. 

BiBTHS. 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Chineee      

Non-Chineae — 

White     

Oolonred 

641 

107 
42 

311 

97 
34 

862 

204 
76 

Total          

690 

442 

1,132 

This  is  equal  to  a  general  birth-rate  of  4*3  per  1,000,  as  com- 
pared with  4*7  per  1,000  during  1898,  and  5*6  per  1,000  during 
1897.  The  birth-rate  among  the  non-Chinese  conununitj  alone 
was  17*7  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  15*9  per  1,000  during  1898, 
and  17*7  per  1,000  during  1897,  so  that  the  deficiency  in  the 
birth-rate  nas  been  among  the  ^Chinese  conununity  onlv.  The 
nationalities  of  the  non-Chinese  parents  were  as  follows : — 
British  113,  Portuguese  81,  Indian  64,  German  10,  Japanese  7» 
Malays  and  Filipinos  5.  The  remarkablepreponderance  of  male 
births  over  female  births  among  the  non-Cninese  population  has 
not  been  so  pronounced  during  the  past  year  as  m  1898,  but  it 
still  stands  at  113  to  100,  as  compared  with  136  to  100  during 
1898  (128  to  100  among  the  white  population  only)  and  104  only 
to  100  in  Great  Britain. 

The  number  of  Chinese  births  registered  does  not,  however^ 
give  an  accurate  record  of  the  number  of  births  which  have 
occurred  in  the  Colony,  for  many  of  the  infants  that  die  during 
the  first  month  or  so  of  life  remain  unregistered,  althoi^h  their 
deaths  must  be  registered  to  obtain  the  necessary  burial  orders* 
It  has  been  customary,  therefore,  to  add  to  the  registered  births 
the  number  of  infants  of  one  month  old  and  under  that  die  in  the 
various  convents,  or  are  found  by  the  Police  in  the  streets  or  in 
the  harbour.  This  number  during  1899  was  251  males  and  398 
females,  making  a  total  of  649,  and  the  addition  of  these  figures 
to  the  register^  Chinese  births  ^ves  a  total  of  1,501  birtl^  for 
the  yean  This  is  equal  to  a  birth-rate  of  6*2  per  1,000  among 
the  Chinese  population  only,  while  the  general  birth-rate  thus 
becomes  6-8  per  1,000. 

The  proportion  of  male  births  to  female  births  among  the 
Chinese  population  was  as  111  to  100,  as  compared  with  117  to 
100  during  the  previous  year. 
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The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  •  _'  ' 
6,181,  as  compared  with  5,674  during  1898,  and  4,688  during  1997. 
The  death-rate  for  1899  was  therefore  23*8  per  1,000,  as  compared 
with  22'3  per  1,000  durins  the  preceding  year,  and  an  average  of 
23'6  per  1,000  during  the  previous  five  years.  These  deaths 
include  no  less  than  1,434  &om  bubonic  fever  (plague). 

The  following  table  gives  the  death-rates  during  the  past 
twenty  years,  inclusive  and  exclusive  of  deaths  from  bubonic 
plaj^e,  and  exclusive  also  of  the  military  and  navy  populations 
and  deaths,  as  until  the  last  five  years  these  latter  populations 
were  not  ascertained  : — 


Tear. 

Death-rate. 

Inclading  Plague. 

Ezcladisg  Plague. 

1880 

28-71' 

1881 

24-07 

1882 

26-11 

1883 

30-04 

1884 

26-91 

1885 

32-36 

1886 
1887 

ill-79 
28-69 

'     267^ 

— 

— 

1888 

31-72 

1889 

23-64 

1890 

2319 

1891 

23-80 

1892 

20-70 

1893 

22-70  J 

1894 

— 

30-37 

19-86 

1895 

— 

21-89 

21-74 

1896 

— 

24-25 

19-79 

1897 

— 

1913 

19-05 

1898 

.   — 

22-71 

17-98 

1899 

— 

24-33 

18-65 

All  the   above  death-rates   exclude   the   military  and   naval 
populations  and  deaths. 
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BomKoM,     The  total  number  of  deaths  among  the  Chineae  was  5,941t 
which  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  24*4  per  1,000. 

The  deaths  registered  among  the  non-Chinese  community 
numbered  240,  of  which  200  were  from  the  ciyil  population 
(including  21  deaths  from  bubonic  fever),  35  from  the  army,  and 
5  from  the  nayj. 

The  nationalities  of  these  deaths  were  as  follows  : — British  and 
American  88,  German  8,  French  7,  Norwegian  4,  Austrian  1, 
Italian  1,  Portuguese  53,  Indian  53,  Japanese  16,  Malays  and 
Filipinos  9.  The  total  death-rate  among  the  white  races  was 
therefore  12*4  per  1,000,  as  compared  with  16*2  per  1,000  in 
1898,  and  among  the  coloured  races  it  was  28*3  per  1,000,  as 
compared  with  33*6  per  1,000  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of  the  35  deaths  occurring 
in  the  army  : — 


Soldiers. 

No. 

Wives  and  Children. 

No. 

Bubonic  Fever  (Plague) 

1 

Whooping  Cough       

2 

Remittent  Fever 

... 

5 

Tnanition          

Intermittent  Fever    . . . 

... 

1 

Premature  Birth        

Heat  Apoplexy 

... 

3 

Convulsions     

1 

MeningitiB       

Fracture  of  Skull 
Gunshot  Wounds 

... 

1 
3 

1 

Congenital    Malformation    of 
Heart           ' 

Congenital  Syphilis    ! 

Drowning         

... 

1 

Alcoholism       

... 

1 

Rupture  of  Heart  (overstrain) 

1 

I 

Phthisis           

... 

2 

i 

Pneumonia      

... 

1 

1 

Enteritis          

••• 

1 

j 

The  average  age  at  death  of  these  British  soldiers  was  25^ 
years. 

There  is  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  death-rate  from 
Malarial  diseases  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  but  this 
rate  is  still  high,  especially  when  it  is  noted  that  only  one  death 
occurred  among  the  European-bom  civilian  population  &om 
Malarial  Fever,  while  five  deaths  occurred  among  the  British 
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soldiers  (the  other  man   being  a  private  of  the   Hong  Kong  Hono  Kova^ 
Regiment  and  hence  an  Asiatic),  and   jet  the   European-bom       1899. 
civilians  number  more  than  twice  as  many  as  the  Bntish-bom 
troops. 

The  death  from  bubonic  fever  was  not  incurred  in  the 
execution  of  Plague  duty,  but  infection  must  have  been 
contracted  by  the  man  (a  Fusilier)  in  some  Chinese  house  of 
entertainment. 

The  five  deaths  occurring  in  the  China  Squadron  which  were 
registered  in  this  Colony  during  the  year  were  as  follows  :— 

Small-pox  (H.M.S.  "Undaunted")         

Heart  disease  (H.M.S.  "  Centurion  ") 

Articular  Rheumatism  (H.M.S.  "  Bonaventure  ") 

Septicoemia  (H.M.S.  "  Orlando  ") 

Fracture  of  Skull  (H.M.S.  "  Barfleur  ") 

The  average  age  at  death  was  24  years. 

Seveh  deaths  occurred  in  persons,  other  than  Chinese, 
employed  by. Foreign  Navies,  as  follows  : — 

Enteric  Fever  (H.I.G.M.S.  "  Gefion")  ... 

(U.S.S.  "Bennington")   ... 

Heart  disease  (U.S.S.  "  Charleston  ")      ... 

(H.I.I.M.S.  «  Carlo  Alberto  ") 

Injuries  (H.I.G.M.S.  "  Kaiser  ") 

„      (U.S.S.  "Iris") 

Fracture  of  SkuU  (U.S.S.  "  Concord  ")  ... 

The  deaths  occurring  in  the  Mercantile  Marine  numbered  34 
and  were  composed  as  follows  : — 


Disease. 

No. 

Disease. 

No. 

Enteric  Fever 

8 

Asthma          

Small-pox      

1 

Peritonitis     

Bubonic  Fever  (Plague) 

1 

Malignant  Disease  of  Liver... 

Septicoemia    

I 

Dysentery      

Beri-Beri       

3 

Spme  ...        •••        •••        ••• 

Fractured  SkuU 

3 

Bright*8  Disease        

Drowning      

2 

Glycosuria     

Scalds 

1 

Pernicious  Anaemia 

Apoplexy       

1 

Exhaustion 

PhthisiB         

4 

Debility         

Pneumonia    

2 

6302 
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fioNQKoNOy     The  death  from   bubonic   fever   occurred  in  a  Portuguese 
^^^^'       watchman  employed  on  board  the  Canton  steamer  "Powan."     Two 
of  the  deaths  from  beri-beri  were  in  Indians  and  the  thi^  was 
a  Japanese. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  therefore  which  occurred  among 
the  non-Chinese  resident  civil  community  was  159  during  the 
preceding  year  ;  allowing  455  for  the  non-Chinese  floating  popu- 
lation, this  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  of  18*8  per  1,000. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  among  the  non-Chinese  civil 
conununity  were  as  follows : — 


Disease. 

No. 

Disease. 

No. 

Babonic  Fever  (Plague)     ... 

19 

Bronchitis      

14 

Small-pox      

1 

Heart  Disease           

6 

Typhoid  Fever 

•        •.. 

6 

Bright's  Disease       

8 

Whooping  Cough     .. 

... 

2 

Apoplexy       ...^       

4 

Bemittent  Fever 

... 

6 

Gonvnkions 

7 

Beri-Beri       

... 

2 

Delirium  Tremens   ••• 

3 

Phthisis         

... 

18 

Drowning       •••        •••        ••• 

1 

Pneumonia    

•.. 

4 

The  nationalities  of  the  19  persons  who  died  from  bubonic 
fever  were  as  follows : — Indian  8,  Portuguese  6,  Japanese  2, 
Austrian  1,  German  1,  British  1. 


Uncertified  Deaths. 

During  the  year  there  were  463  deaths  of  Chinese  who  were 
not  attended  by  a  medical  man,  as  compared  with  641  during 
the  previous  year,  and  in  every  case  the  relatives  of  the  deceased 
have  been  interviewed  and  the  dead  bodies  inspected,  with  the 
result  that  no  less  than  78  deaths  from  bubonic  fever  (Plague) 
were  thus  discovered  aud  the  premises  disinfected  and  cleansed 
in  th-  usual  course. 

This  work  of  inspection  of  dead  bodies  could  weU  be  done  by 
a  Chinese  doctor  trained  in  Western  medicine,  as  I  have  suggested 
in  previous  annual  reports,  while  there  are  many  other  functions, 
especially  in  the  direction  of  the  intelligent  propagation  of  our 
sanitary  laws  among  the  Chinese,  which  such  an  officer  could 
perform  with  great  advantage  to  the  sanitary  welfare  of  the 
Colony. 
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Age  Distribution  of  Deaths. 


1899. 


The  death-rate  among  the  infant  population    is  still  most       

alarmingly  high,  for  no  less  than  21*2  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  occurred  in  infants  onder  one  year  of  ase.  The  infant 
death-rate  among  the  non-Chinese  commmiity  during  the  year 
has  been  128  per  1,000  as  compared  with  139*9  during  1898  and 
120  during  1897.  Among  the  Chinese  population  the  rate  was 
848  per  1,000  while  the  rate  in  recent  years  has  been  as 
follows : — 

1898        630  per  1,000 

lo97  •••  •••  o93     „       „ 

1896         •••         •••         746    „       „ 

lo80  •••  •••  7o9     „       „ 

The  infant  death-rate  among  the  Chinese  during  the  past 
year  has  therefore  been  higher  than  for  several  years  past — a 
fact  which  is  far  from  gratifying. 

The  following  is  a  table  of  the  age-periods  at  which  the 
several  deaths  occurred  : — 


4 

1' 

91 

J, 

1 

1^ 

1 

3 

1 

1 

i 

1. 

n 

s 

1 
1 

&  * 

Cbineee     ••• 
Non-Ohineee 

676 
10 

699 
26 

701 
19 

489 
10 

663 
46 

1,489 
87 

713 
26 

612 
16 

9 
1 

6,941 
240 

Totals    ... 

686 

624 

720 

499 

699 

1,676 

789 

628 

10 

6,181 

Peroentages 

111 

1(W) 

11-7 

8-1 

11-3 

26-6 

11-9 

10^ 

0-2 

— 

The  year  appears  to  have  been  a  particularly  unhealthy  one 
for  children,  as  there  is  an  increase  of  almost  14  per  cent,  upon 
the  previous  year  in  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  the  age  of 
5  years. 

Deaths  Among  the  Chinese. 

Chest  Diseases. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  among  tlje  Chinese  from  respira- 
tory diseases  was  1,149  or  19*3  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  as 
compared  with  1,221  deaths  or  22*6  per  cent,  during  the  previous 
year.  This  represents  a  death-rate  from  these  diseases  of  4*7 
per  1,000  as  compared  with  5*1  during  1898. 

6902  N  8 
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Hoxa  KoHO|  As  in  former  years  the  death-rate  from  these  oauses  was  far 
^^^-  heavier  among  the  boat  population  than  among  the  land  popu- 
lation, being  6*4  per  1,000  among  the  former  and  4'4  per  1,000 
among  the  latter.  No  less  than  61*5  per  cent,  of  these  deaths 
are  &om  phthisis,  which  disease  is  intimately  associated  with 
overcrowded  and  insanitary  dwellings. 

Nervous  DUecues. 

The  deaths  recorded  under  this  heading  number  1,021,  and 
no  less  than  709  of  these  or  69'4  per  cent,  occurred  in  infants 
under  one  year  of  age,  the  causes  of  death  beiog  Tetanus, 
Trismus,  and  allied  disorders  of  a  convulsive  type.  In  respect 
of  these  diseases,  which  are  ioduced  inter  alia  by  insanitary 
surroundings,  the  past  year  shows  some  retrograde  movement, 
as  the  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  during  the  past  five 


1  as  follows  : — 

1895 

1,107 

1896 

711 

1897 

655 

1898 

572 

1899 

709 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  however,  that  the  epidemic  of  bubonic 
fever  may  be  responsible  for  not  a  few  of  these  deaths  which 
were  recorded  as  due  to  convulsions,  for  it  is  no  doubt  quite 
possible  to  overlook  the  evidences  of  bubonic  fever  in  infants  of 
snch  tender  age.  That  the  disease  may  occur  in  infants  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  during  the  past  year  15  infants  of  less  than  one 
month  old,  and  20  infants  between  the  ages  of  one  and  twelve 
months  proved,  on  post-mortem  examination,  to  have  died  of 
bubonic  fever.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  infants  whose  deaths 
are  recorded  as  due  to  these  convulsive  diseases  are  left  at  one  or 
other  of  the  various  convents  in  a  moribund  condition,  and  are 
interred  without  post-mortem  examination. 

Malarial  Diseases. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  among  the  Chinese  from  malarial 
diseases  was  532,  as  compared  with  506  during  the  previous  year  : 
this  is  equal  to  a  death-rate  from  this  cause  alone  of  2*19  per 
1,000.  The  death-rate  among  the  boat  population  alone  from 
this  cause  was  1'8  per  1,000,  being  less  than  the  mortality  among 
the  land  population,  which  is  contrary  to  what  has  obtained  in 
former  years. 

There  were  197  deaths  from  beri-beri  during  the  year,  which 
number  is  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  average  for  former  years. 

The  increase  occurred  during  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  and 
although  not  amounting  to  an  epidemic  gave  cause  lor  grave 
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anxietj  for  a  time.    The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Honq  Kono^ 
deaths  that  occurred  among  the  Uhinese  during  each  month  of       1899. 
the  year : —  ^^ 


Month. 

No. 

Month. 

No. 

January 

12 

July      

16 

February 

10 

August 

• 

18 

March  ... 

11 

September 

16 

April     ... 

11 

October 

24 

May      ... 

11 

Norember 

89 

June     ... 

15 

December 

25 

The  poorest  quarters  of  the  city  were  most  aflfected  with  the 
disease,  and  deaths  occurred  in  new  as  well  as  in  old  houses,  and 
in  houses  fronting  wide  streets  as  well  as  in  those  in  narrow  lanes, 
while  seyeral  &aths  occurred  in  mat  sheds  put  up  for  the 
temporary  accommodation  of  workmen  engaged  in  building 
operations. 

In  the  Appendix*  will  be  found  the  addresses  of  all  those 
Chinese  who  oied  from  this  disease  during  the  year  (other  than 
imported  cases  or  those  occurring  on  boats  in  the  harbour),  and 
from  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  in  no  case  did  a  second  death 
occur  in  any  house,  although  no  disinfection  of  the  premises  was 
attempted. 

A  small  outbreak  of  a  disease  which  was  considered  to  be  beri« 
beri  occurred,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  in  the  Berlin 
Foundling  Home.  The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the  out- 
break:— 

It  was  stated  that  the  Blind  Home,  a  one-storey  building,  which 
contained  about  16  blind  Chinese  children,  had  had  cases  of  beri- 
beri since  July,  and  that  the  children  from  the  Blind  Home 
attended  divine  worship  at  the  Berlin  Foundling  House.  This 
latter  house  contained  102  children  and  girls  up  to  the  ase  of  16 
or  17  years;  and  at  the  latter  end  of  November,  two  of  the  young 
children,  both  of  whom  were  being  surgically  dressed — one  for  an 
affection  of  the  eyes  and  the  other  for  some  skin  affection — 
developed  symptoms  of  beri-beri.  Within  a  couple  of  days  50  to 
60  other  children  were  attacked  with  similar  symptoms.  On 
December  7th,  69  school  children,  all  of  whom  were  suffering 
from  this  disease,  with  six  big  girls  (who  were  in  good  health)  to 
assist  in  looking  after  them,  were  sent  to  Macao,  leaving  27 


*  Not  reprinted. 
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Hong  EoMa,  healthy  children  in  the  house.      Two  of  the  children  died  in 
1899.        Macao  shortly  after  their  arrival  there,  but  the  remainder  rapidly 
improved  in  health. 

The  main  symptoms  in  these  cases  were  dropsy  and  marked 
heart  weakness,  with,  in  some  cases,  a  staggering  gait  and  loss  of 
reflex,  but  no  marked  evidences  of  paralysis,  and  it  was  suggested 
that  the  disease  might  be  epidemic  dropsy,  but  as  many  of  the 
characteristic  symptoms  of  this  latter  disease,  notably  the  rash, 
the  continued  fever,  and  the  evidences  of  intestinal  irritation, 
were  also  absent,  it  seemed  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the 
outbreak  was  one  of  beri-beri,  especially  as  two  or  three  of  the 
patients  who  were  seen  by  various  medical  men  in  the  Colony 
were  undoubtedly  suffering  from  beri-beri. 

The  children  who  were  attacked  were  aU  between  the  a^es  of 
four  and  seven  years,  and  all  of  them  slept  in  a  series  of  adjacent 
ground  floor  rooms.  These  rooms  are  thoroughly  well  lit  and 
ventilated  and  have  close-boarded  floors  which  are  painted. 
Some  children  who  slept  on  ground  floor  rooms  in  another  part  of 
the  building  were  not  attached,  nor  were  any  of  the  girls  who 
slept  upstairs.     No  European  cases  of  the  disease  occurrod. 

The  children's  dietary  was  a  most  generous  one,  comprising 
rice,  eggs,  fish  (fresh  and  salt  on  alternate  days),  meat  (beef  or 
pork)  at  every  evening  meal  and  thrice  a  week  with  the  morning 
meal. 

The  special  points  about  the  outbreak  seem  to  be  the  unusually 
early  age  of  the  patients  (all  between  four  and  seven  years),  the 
absence  of  overcrowding,  the  abundant  lighting  and  ventilation  of 
the  premises,,  and  the  liberal  dietary. 

The  27  healthy  children  left  in  the  house  continued  in  good 
health  after  the  removal  of  the  sick  children  to  Macao. 
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HoNoKoKa.  Of  the  151  cases  other  than  bubonic  fever  no  less  than  55  are 
^^^'  known  to  have  been  imported,  while  in  not  a  few  cases  it  was 
impossible  to  discover  whence  they  had  come,  as  the  disease  was 
not  discovered  until  the  patients  had  died  and  the  bodies  been 
deserted  by  the  other  occupants  of  the  house.  Twenty-six  of  the 
imported  cases  were  small-pox,  28  were  enteric  fever,  and  one 
was  diphtheria. 

There  is  still  no  systematic  medical  inspection  of  vessels  imme- 
diately on  arrival  in  the  port,  and  persons  suffering  from  infectious 
disease  may  land  in  the  uolony  with  impunity  provided  that  they 
are  unaware  (or  refuse  to  admit  that  they  are  aware)  of  the 
infectious  nature  of  the  disease  from  which  they  are  suffering. 


Bubonic  Fever, 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  bubonic  fever  reported  during  the 
year  was  1|486,  and  the  total  number  of  deaths  was  1,428 ;  this  is 
equal  to  a  case  of  mortality  of  96*1  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  a 
mortality  of  88*2  per  cent,  in  1898  and  89*5  per  cent,  in  1896.  I 
am  inchned  to  tmnk,  however,  that  this  increased  mortality  is 
more  apparent  than  real,  and  that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  fact 
that  a  larger  number  of  cases  were  able  to  escape  from  the  Colony 
than  in  former  years  owing  to  the  temporary  depletion  of  the 
police  service  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  New  Territory.  The  result 
of  this  was  that  only  the  moribund  cases  and  the  dead  bodies 
were  detected,  while  most  of  those  who  had  any  chance  of 
recovery  managed  to  make  eood  their  escape  to  Chinese  territory. 
This  view  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  while  during  1898  thirty- 
six  per  cent,  of  the  cases  reported  were  bodies  found  in  the 
streets,  &c.,  during  1899  forty  per  cent,  were  bodies  so  found. 

The  nationalities  of  the  patients  were  as  follows : — 

l^nmese      ...         ...         •••         ...         ...         ••«    1,400 

European  (not  including  Portuguese) 7 

Other  non-Chinese  24 

Of  the  deaths  from  this  disease,  two  were  British,  one  German, 
one  Austrian,  eight  Indian,  seven  Portuguese,  two  Japanese,  and 
the  remainder  (1,407)  Chinese.  The  mortality,  therefore, 
amongst  the  non-Chinese  alone  was  67*7  per  cent.,  as  compared 
with  65^3  per  cent,  in  1898. 

The  same  measures  were  adopted  in  dealing  with  the  outbreak 
ao  had  been  used  in  former  years,  namely  :—(l)  the  removal  of 
the  sick  to  bDspiial  and  of  the  dead  to  the  public  mortuary ; 
(2)  the  detention  of  persons  who  had  been  in  contact  with  the 
sick  pending  the  disinfection  of  the  bedding  and  clothing;  (3) 
the  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  the  infected  premises,  including 
a  special  house-to-house  cleansing  and  disiniection  throughout 
No.  9  Health  District,  in  which  the  outbreak  was  most  severe; 
and  (4)  the  disinfection  of  aU  the  public  latrines  by  means  of 
chloride  of  lime.     The  work  was,  however,  greatly  hampered  by 
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the  inability  of  the  police  to  render  any  assistance  this  year,  as  Hong  Konq, 

they  had  done  in   former  epidemics,  and  the  impossibility  of       1^^* 

obtaining  reliable  assistance  from  other  quarters.     In  addition  to 

the  above  measures  an  attempt  was  made  to  reduce  the  number 

of  rats  in  the  cit;^  by  employing  Chinese  and  furnishing  them 

with  traps  and  bait,  but  only  some  1,000  rats  were  destroyed  in 

this  manner. 

In  appendix  B*  will  be  found  the  addresses  of  all  cases  found  in 
domestic  buildings ;  the  total  number  of  such  buildings  was  as 
follows : — 

In  the  City  of  Tictoria     709 

In  British  Kowloon  66 

775 

Eighty  of  the  above  named  709  houses  in  the  city  had  cases  of 
bubonic  fever  in  1898  and  2  of  the  Kowloon  houses  had  also 
been  infected  the  previous  year.  The  total  number  of  houses  in 
which  more  than  one  case  occurred  was  117,  and  a  list  of  these 
houses  is  given  in  the  same  appendix. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  and  deaths 
which  have  occurred  each  year  since  the  outbreak  of  the 
disease: — 


1894. 

1895. 

1896. 

1897. 

1898. 

1899. 

Oh]iie8»— 

%^H80e       •  • .             •  • . 

2,619 

43 

1,157 

21 

1,244 

1,455 

Deaths 

2,447 

36 

1,047 

19 

1,126 

1,407 

Bnropean— 

vSBOS      ...           ••« 

11 

— 

16 

— 

26 

7 

Deaths 

2 

— 

8 

— 

11 

4 

Other  Non-Ghineee 

vftoOS      •  • .            •  • • 

49 

2 

31 

— 

50 

24 

Deaths 

36 

— 

23 

— 

38 

17 

Totals- 
Gases 

2,679 

45 

1,204 

21 

1,320 

1,486 

Deaths     ... 

2,485 

36 

1,078 

19 

1,175 

1,428 

The  figures  for  1894  do  not  include  a  large  number  of  dead 
Chinese  bodies  found  in  the  streets  and  taken  direct  to  the  cemetery. 
It  is  unknown  how  many  of  these  had  died  of  bubonic  fever. 

~  •  Not  reprinted 
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SmaO^Pox. 

This  disease  was  more  or  lesB  in  evidence  throughout  the  jear^ 
although  only  69  cases  were  reported,  as  compared  with  199 
cases  during  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  deaths  from 
small-pox  was  35,  three  of  which  were  among  the  Non-Chinese 
community— one  in  the  British  Navy,  one  in  the  Mercantile 
Marine,  and  one  in  the  Civil  Community.  The  nationalities  of 
the  patients  were  as  follows  : — Chinese  43,  Europeans  (including 
Portugese)  17,  Filipino  6,  Indian  3.  Three  cases  occurred  on 
board  H.M.S.  "  Undaunted,"  the  infection  having  been  contracted 
at  Wei-hai-Wei.  No  cases  occurred  among  the  troops  stationed 
here,  and  it  would  appear,  from  the  statistics  of  recent  years, 
that  they  are  better  protected  by  vaccination  than  are  the  blue- 
jackets. 

In  1897  I  recommended  that  a  small  bonus  should  be  offered  to 
the  Chinese  house  surgeons  at  the  Native  Hospitals  (Tung-Wah, 
Alice  Memorial  and  Nethersole)  for  all  successful  vaccinations, 
the  vaccine  to  be  supplied  free  by  the  Government,  with  a  view 
to  increasing  the  number  of  vaccinated  persons  in  the  Colony 
and  thereby  reducing  the  mortality  from  this  disease.  The 
scheme  was  specially  recommended  by  the  Sanitary  Board,  by 
resolution  in  August,  1898,  but  has,  I  regret  to  say,  not  yet  been 
given  effect  to. 

The  total  number  of  vaccinations  recorded  last  year  was  6,529 
as  compared  with  7,051  during  1898,  being  a  decrease  of  522. 
This  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  nearly  5,000  to  the  population. 


Enteric  Fever. 

Fifty-nine  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  reported  during  the 
^ear,  as  compared  with  52  in  1898,  but  28  of  these  cases  were 
miported,  as  compared  with  14  imported  cases  in  the  former  year, 
so  that  there  has  been  a  slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  local 
cases  of  this  disease. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  reported 
annually  since  the  introduction  of  compulsory  notification  : — 


Tear. 

Total. 

Imported. 

Oontntoted 
LooaUy. 

1896      ... 

37 

7 

SO 

1897      ... 

66 

23 

42 

1898      ... 

52 

14 

38 

1899      ... 

69 

28 

31 
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.  The  natdonalitieB  of  the  cases  were  as  follows  : — European  36,  HovaKoHO^ 
of  which   22   were  imported,  Chioese  17,  of  which  two  were       1^* 
imported,  Ja^nese  4  (fJl  imported),  and  Indian  2.     The  averap 
age  of  the   European  cases  was  25  years,  while  seven  of  the 
Uninese  cases  were  under  ten  years  of  age,  five  of  them  being 
under  five  years  old. 

Ten  cases  occurred  on  board  the  various  British  and  foreign 
men-of-war  in  the  harbour  as  follows  ; — H.M.S,  "  Rattler  "  1, 
H.M.S.  "Daphne"  1,  H.LG.M.S.  "Gefion"  2,  H.LG.M.S. 
«Hert2a"  1,  H.LG,M.S.  "Moeue"  1,  H.LLM.S.  "Carlo 
'Alberta  "  2,  U.S.S.  "  Bennington  "  2.  No  cases  occurred  among 
the  troops. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  27,  11  being 
non-Chinese.  This  is  equal  to  a  case-mortality  of  45'7  per  cent. 
There  were  seven  deaths  among  Europeans,  which  is  equal  to  a 
<»se-mortality  of  19*4  per  cent.,  which  is  much  the  same  as  the 
mortality  of  this  disease  in  England. 


Diphtheria, 

Nine  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  5  cases  during  the  year  1898 ;  6  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  Chinese,  and  3  in  Europeans,  1  of  the  latter  being  a 
sister  at  the  Government  Civil  HospitaL  One  of  the  Chinese 
cases  was  imported  from  Canton,  but  the  remaining  eight  cases 
developed  locally.  The  European  cases  all  recovered,  but  four 
deaths  occurred  among  the  Cmnese. 


Puerperal  Fever, 

Twelve  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  reported  during  the  year, 
but  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  more  than  12  cases  actually 
occurred,  as  12  deaths  were  also  registered  as  due  to  this  disease. 
Ten  of  the  cases  were  Chinese,  one  a  Portugese  and  one  an 
Indian,  while  11  of  the  deaths  were  among  Chinese,  the  remaining 
death  being  in  an  Indian.  In  addition  to  the  above  12  deaths, 
there  were  no  less  than  29  deaths  registered  as  due  to  child-birth 
among  the  Chinese,  and  no  doubt  many  of  these  were  cases  of 
puerperal  infection,  and  in  view  of  the  low  birth-rate  among  the 
Uhinese  in  this  Colony,  it  is  apparent  that  there  is  a  very  heavy 
mortality  among  die  Uhinese  parturient  women,  due,  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  to  uie  insanitary  conditions  under  which  they  live. 
In  my  annual  report  for  1898  I  pointed  out  the  great  need  for 
some  maternity  Charity  among  the  Chinese  in  this  Colony,  and  I 
am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  Tung  Wah  Hospital  has 
taken  up  the  suggestion,  and  proposes  to  provide  some  matemitv 
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HoHO  Kong,  wards  in  its  new  extension,  and  if  these  are  made  available  for 
^^-       the  poorest  dasses,  we  may  hope  to  see  a  considerable  reduction 
in  the  mortality  of  Chinese  women  from  child-birth. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Two  European  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  on  board 
H.M.S.  ^'  Powerful "  early  in  the  year,  the  infection  having 
apparently  been  brought  out  from  home  by  some  midshipmen 
who  had  recently  recovered  from  this  disease.  The  disease  is 
comparatively  unknown  in  this  Colony,  as  it  does  not  appear  to 
occur  among  the  Chinese. 

Chicken^Pox. 

This  is  not  a  notifiable  disease,  but  a  somewhat  extensive 
outbreak  of  chicken-pox  occurred  in|the  spring  of  the  year  and 
one  death,  in  a  European  child,  was  registered  as  due  to 
broncho-pneumonia  following  this  disease. 
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Bbtubh   Shewing  the  Numbeb  and  Causbs   of  Deaths  ^^^^5^^^ 

1899. 
Begistebed  durmg  the  Yeab    ended  the  31st  day  of       — — 

Dbcbmbeb,  1899. 


GaiueB. 


Yearly  TotaL 


Gases.        Deaths. 


Bemarka. 


GENERAL  DISEASES. 

A.— SraOIFIC  FSBEILB  DiBIASES. 
ZyvMjUc. 

Small-poz         ...        •••  ••• 

flieaaies  •••        •••        •••  ••• 

Hothehi  •••        •••        ...  ... 

Whooping  Gongh 

Mumps   ...        ••«        •«•  ••»        •! 

Diphtheria        .••        •••  ••• 

Fever,  Typhoid  (Enteric) 

„     Simple  Continued 

Diarrhcea  •••        •••  ••• 

Dysentry  ...        •••  ••• 

Bubonic  Fever  (Plague) 

Influenza  ...        ••.  ... 

Chicken-pox      

Malarial. 

Fever,  Intermittent 

„     Remittent        •••        ... 

,1     (Undefined)      

Dxn*  X)On  •••  •••  •••  • 


85 

1 

1 

6 

1 

4 

27 

8 

323 

40 

1,434 

1 

1 

167 
234 
145 
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HoNa  KoMQi                          Number  and  Causes  < 
1899. 

of  IJeat/is 

— cont. 

Yearly 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Oanses. 

• 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

Gbnbbal  Diseases— cont. 

Septic. 

Pj^BSOUBk  •••           ***           ***           ***           *** 

— 

3 

Septic»mia        •        

— 

16 

Puerperal  Fever           

— 

12 

Venereal 

Syphilis  (Acsquired) 

.— 

11 

„       (Congenital)  ... 

.^       . 

.13 

Zoogenous  Diseases. 

• 

HydTopnobia     ...        •*•        •••        ••• 

.— 

1 

Total  Group  A*  i... 

.T- 

2,686 

B.— Diseases  defemdeht  on  Specific 
External  Agents. 

Parodies. 

Worms   •••        •.•        *••        •••        ••• 

.— 

3 

Poisonsi 

Vegetable-^ 

Opium...        •••        •••        •••        ..• 

— 

6 

„     (suioide) 

— 

4 

Heart  Failure  due  to  Ohloroform     ... 

— 

2 

Gkueons — ^Fire  Accident         

— 

6 

Effects  of  It^uries. 

Burns     •••        ••.        •••        »••        ... 

— 

8 

poalQS     «••        •••        •••        •••        •  •• 

'  — 

2 
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Number  arid  Causet  of  Deaths— cont. 


Yearly 

Total. 

Oanies. 

Remarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Gbnsral  Dissasb»— oon/. 

B.-^DiieaaeB  dependent  on  specific 
External  ^gent»-^coft<. 

Effects  of  Injuries— coft<. 

Heat  Apoplexy 

— 

3 

Multiple  Injuries         

— 

3 

Injury  from  fall          

— 

2 

Injuries  to  Scalp  and  Body 

— 

1 

„      to  SkuU  and  Brain 

— 

1 

Shock  due  to  Injuries 

— 

3 

„     due  to  Surgical  Injury 

— 

2 

Hoemorrhage  from  Lungs  (from  fall) 

— 

1 

Dislocation  of  Neck  (from  fall) 

— 

I 

Wound  of  Thigh         

— 

1 

Extensive  wound  of  Leg        

— 

1 

Bullet  wound  of  Brain  (murder)     ... 

— 

1 

„         „      of      „     (suicide)       ... 

— 

•* 

„         „      of  Femoral  Vein 

— 

1 

Fracture  of  skull         

— 

26 

„       of  Cervical  Yertebrs 

— 

1 

„       ot  Spine        

— 

2 

„       of  Bibs          

— 

3 

„       of  Pelvis  and  Hoemorrhage 

— 

1 

„       of  Elbow  (compound  commi- 
nuted). 

— 

1 

Rupture  of  Urethra  (accident) 

— 

1 

„       of  Liver         

1 

HONQ  KOMQ. 

1899. 
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Number  find  Causes  of  Deaths — cont. 


Caaaes. 


General  Diseases — conU 

B. — ^Diseases  dependent  on  specific 
External  Agents — conL 

Effects  of  Injaiies — cont. 

Rapture  of  Spleen 

„       of  Uterus 
Concussion  of  Brain 
Hanging 

,,       (execution) 

„       (suicide) 
Cut-throat  (suicide) 
Drowning 
Suffocation  by  Debris  of  fallen  house 

,1  by  Landslip 

Starvation         ...        ... 

Exhaustion 

Gkmgrene  of  Arm  (Traumatic) 

„        of  Leg  ••, 

Errors  of  Diet, 

Alcoholism  (Chronic) 

„  (Acute) 

Delirium  Tremens       

Total  Group  B     . 

C.'Devxlopmental  Diseases. 

Immaturity  at  Birth 

Debility  ••«        •••        •••        ••• 


Yearly 

Total. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

6 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

5 

— 

3 

— 

27 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

^^^ 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

162 

48 

— 

64 

Remarks. 
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jyumoer  ana  Uauses 

of  neathi 

f — cont 

BomKoMO 
1899. 

Yearly  Total. 

OaoMs. 

BMBMte 

Oaaei. 

Deaths. 

GbNBRAL  DOBABIS-COftf. 

Old  Age 

.^ 

m 

MarMBMia  And  Atrophy         

«-. 

179 

Inanition          

— 

SO 

n       (aeftPkhte)        

— . 

1 

— 

4 

Totel  Group  0.    ... 

— 

499 

D.— MiSCBLLAMBOUS   DUBASBS. 

• 

Artienlar  Bheamatiim 

-» 

2 

Pnrpora  Hcemorrhagka        

.— . 

2 

Oanoer  of  Subnuudllary  GUnd 

— 

„      ofUpporJaw 

-. 

„      of  Larynx       

— 

„      ofStomaoh     

-» 

„      ofLiTer          

— 

„      of  Peritoneam 

—. 

„      ofReotum       

.i^ 

„      of  PeniB  and  Horotum 

_ 

„     of  Uterus        

_ 

Scroftxla 

_ 

General  Tnberonlona 

.. 

SI 

■AJi«nia 

— 

9 

^progy 

— 

2 

• 

Total  Group  D 

— 

62 

•30S 
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Homo  Konq' 
1899. 


Number  and  Causes 

of  Deaths — cent. 

I 

Yearly  Total 

Causes. 

Bemarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

LOCAL  DISEASES. 

A.— The  Nbbvous  System. 

Meningitis        

••• 

— 

16 

„          (Tubercular)      ... 

... 

— 

2 

(Spinal) 

... 

— 

1 

Apoplexy          

... 

— 

27 

Paralysis  (Undefined) 

... 

— 

15 

(a.)  Hemiplegia 

— 

9 

(ft.)  Paraplegia     ... 

... 

— 

9 

Paralysis  Agitans 

... 

— 

1 

... 

— 

837 

Tetanus 

... 

— 

10 

„        (Traumatic) 

•«• 

— 

9 

Trismus  •••        •••        •••        ••• 

... 

— 

594 

Hydrocephalus 

... 

— 

2 

Epilepsy ••        „, 

•*. 

— 

3 

•«• 

— 

2 

Dementia          

•«. 

— 

2 

„           Senile       

... 

— 

3 

Melanoholia       

... 

— 

1 

Cerebral  Softening      

... 

— 

1 

... 

— 

1 

Peripheral  Neuritis     

... 

— 

1 

Total  Group  A.  ... 

— 

1,045 
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Number  and  Causes  of  Deaths— cont. 

'HONOKOMO, 

1899. 

■■^Hi 

Yearly 

TotaL 

Bemaiki. 

GauaeB. 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

Local  DiSEAsm-isotd. 

B.— Thb  Ciboulatoby  Stbtem. 

n6ftrt  Dipoiioo    •••        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

114 

„           (Oongenital) 

— 

2 

Euptme  of  Heart        

— 

1 

Anenriflxn  (Aortio)       •••        •••        ••• 

— 

11 

Perioarditu  (Septic) 

— 

2 

ThrombiiB 

— 

1 

Total  Oroup  B 

— 

131 

0.— Thb  Bbspiratobt  Stbtbm. 

BrondhitiB         

— 

as? 

Pneumonia        •••        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

83 

PhthifliB 

— 

731 

PlenriBy  •••        •••        •••        •••        ••• 

8 

Smpyema         •••        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

9 

ABthma  •••        ...        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

26 

Laryngeal  Obstruction 

— 

1 

Pulmonary  Hosmorrhage       

— 

1 

Ghingrene  of  Lung       •••        •••        ••• 

— 

1 

Total  Group  G 

— 

i,m 

D.— Thb  DiaEarivB  Svstbm. 

Gancnun  Oris    •••        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

1 

Tonsilitis          •••        •••        

— 

1 

GastritiB, 

— 

1 

Enteritis           •••       ••%       •••        ••• 

•  — 

4 

6202 
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Number  and  Causes  of  Deaths— cant. 


Yearly  Total. 

BemarkaJ 

Caiuefl, 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Diseases— con^. 
D.— The  DigestiTe  SyBtem— coni. 

Cktfiro-EnteritiB          

Gastric  Ulcer 

v/OllC          •••           •••           •••           •••           ••• 

Hepatic  Abscess          

Cirrhosis  of  liver         

OaHstone          •••        •••        •••       ••• 

Pentonitis        •••        •••        •••        ••• 

„         (Suppuratiye)       

„         (Traumatic)          

Intoasoeption  of  Bowel          

Janndioe***        •••        •••        •••        ••• 

„        (ObstrnctiTe)          

Hernia,  Strangulated 

„              „           (operation)    ... 

Appendicitis  (operation)        

Dpme     •••        ••»        •••        •••        .•• 

Hoomorroids     •••        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

2 

Total  Group  D 

— 

47 

B.— The  Ubimabt  Stbtbm. 

Bright's  Disease          

Oalonlus,  (vesical)       

.,        (operation)  ••.        •••        ••• 

—  . 

*3 
1 
1 
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Number  and  Causes 

of  Deaths—cout. 

Yearly  TotaL 

Oanws. 

Remarks 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Dibbasis— eon/. 

UnsmiA  •••        «••        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

1 

Rnptaxe  of  Bladder    

— 

1 

Total  Group  E 

— 

47 

F.— The  Genbbatitb  Systbm. 

Mettorrhagia     •••        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

1 

Epididymitia  (SapparatiTe) 

— 

1 

Btrioture  of  Urethra 

— 

1 

Total  Group  F 

— 

3 

G.^Affbctionb  gonnbctbd  with 
Pbbgnanct. 

Abortion 

— 

1 

Rapture  of  Extra-Uterine  Pregnancy 

— 

1 

Total  Group  G 

— 

2 

H.-~Affbotiomb  oonmbcted  with 
Pabtubition. 

Ohild-birih        

— 

29 

Retained  Plaoenta       

— 

1 

Total  Group  H 

— 

30 

I.— Thb  Skim. 

CeUuUtiaofLeg          

— 

2 

Carbuncle         

— 

3 

aSOUS         ••■           ■••           •••           •••           ••• 

— 

93 

Total  Group  I.     

— 

98 

Homo  Komq. 
1899. 
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Number  and  Causes 

of  Deaths— aont. 

Yearly 

Total. 

Causes. 

Remarks  * 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Diseases— cofi<. 

J.— Diseases  op  OBaANS  op 
Locomotion. 

Hip-joint  Disease         

— 

6 

„       (Tuberonlar) 

— 

1 

Knee- joint  Disease      

_ 

4 

--1 

„             „        (Tabercular) 

— 

1 

Tubercular  Disease  of  Vertebro 

— 

1 

Caries  of  Spine •• 

— 

2 

Total  Group  J 

— 

15 

UNDEFINED. 

— 

42 

Tumour  of  Abdomen 

— 

1 

fj       of  Brain       •••        •••        ••• 

— 

2 

Abscess,  AlTcolar       

— 

1 

„        of  Thigh        

— 

4 

Undiagnosed 

— 

117 

Total  Undefined  and  Undiagnosed... 

— 

167 

Grand  Total 

6,181 
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No.  10.  ''^im'"' 


MAURITIUS. 


REPORT     OF    THE    DIRECTOR,    MEDICAL    AND 
HEALTH     DEPARTMENT     FOR     THE    YEAR 

isee. 


(Extract.) 

Statistics  op  Population,  1899. 

The  estimated  population  for  the  year  showed  a  slight  increase 
over  that  of  1898.  The  figures  are ;  379,586  for  1899,  378,872 
for  1898,  and  377,856  for  1897. 

The  increase  in  1899  was  particularly  among  the  Indo-Creole 
population,  whilst  there  was  a  marked  falling  off  among  ihe 
mimigrants. 

The  birth-rate  of  the  year  was  39*4  per  thousand  against  36*8 
in  1898  and  36-1  in  1897. 

The  death-rate  of  the  Colony  w^  37*9  per  thousand  against 
31*9  in  1898  and  29*5  in  1897. 

The  year  imder  review,  as  compared  with  the  previous  one, 
shows  therefore  an  increase  in  the  population  of  714,  an 
improvement  in  the  birth-rate  of  3*1  per  tnousand,  and  a  rise  in 
the  death-rate  of  6  per  thousand. 

The  rise  in  the  death-rate  is  partly  due  to  plague,  which  broke 
out  in  this  Colony  in  January  1899,  and  assumed  an  epidemic 
character  in  the  month  of  June  following. 


Pbev ailing  Diseases. 

The  year  opened  with  a  localized  outbreak  of  plague  in  the 
eastern  suburb  of  Port  Louis  (Camp  Yoloffs\  which  gradually 
diffused  itself  over  certain  parte  of  the  Colony.  The  number  of 
cases  shown  in  the  accompanying  nosological  returns,  viz.,  66 
with  32  deaths,  include  only  those  which  were  diagnosed  as  such 
after  the  patients'  reception  at  a  public  hospital  and  before  their 
removal  to  special  lazarets,  where  the  bulk  of  plague  cases  were 
sent  direct  for  treatment. 
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Hauritiub,      a  fact  worthy  of  note  is  that  not  a  single  patient  contracted 
^^-       plague  whilst  under  treatment  in  hospital — ^a  result  due  to  the 
""^       special  precautions  taken  in  all  public  hospitals  of  isolating  all 
suspicious  cases  in  a  special  ward,  on  admission. 

Separate  reports  will  be  forwarded  dealing  fully  with  the 
outbreak,  progress  of,  and  measures  adopted  for  stamping  out  the 
disease. 

Apart  from  plague,  the  Colonj  has  been  free  from  all  other 
epidemic  or  highly  contagious  diseases. 

Influenza. 

There  has  been  no  material  variation  in  the  number  of  ad- 
missions for  influenza,  the  figures  being  726  for  1898  and  783  for 
1899.  The  death-rate  in  the  two  years  was  5*10  and  4*47  per 
cent,  respectively. 

Enteric  fever. 

Enteric  fever  showed  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  admitted 
to  hospitals,  and  there  are  indications  pointing  to  the  disease 
spreadmg  in  the  higher  localities  of  the  Colony.  The  number 
admitted  into  public  hospitals  was  22  cases  in  1898  and  26  in 
1899. 

The  cases  were  nearly  equally  distributed  throughout  the  year, 
and,  as  far  as  has  been  observed,  does  not  bear  any  direct  relation 
to  the  hot  or  dry  season  or  to  the  rainy  months.  The  chief 
source  of  infection  has  been  from  the  use  of  impure  river  water, 
and,  in  a  few  cases,  was  apparentiy  due  to  air-bome  infection 
from  soil  contamination  due  to  the  habits  of  the  natives  and  to 
the  extensive  manuring  of  the  fields  with  human  excreta. 

Dysentery. 

Against  774  admissions  recorded  in  1898,  there  were  but  606 
in  1899.    These  cases  occurred  in  a  sporadic  form. 

This  intestinal  complaint  prevails  generally  after  the  heavy 
rains,  when  all  tiie  water  courses  havej)een  polluted  by  the  surface 
waters  which  in  many  places  run  directly  towards  the  rivers,  on 
the  banks  of  which  many  Indian  camps  and  villages  are  situated. 

Malarial  Fever. 

The  number  of  admissions  for  the  intermittent  and  remittent 
types  decreased  from  5,510  in  1898  to  3,969  in  1899.  The  disease 
nrevailed  mostiy  during  the  month  of  May,  necessitating  725 
admissions. 

The  comparison  with  the  three  previous  years  exhibits  a  marked 
decline. 
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March  and  April  1899  had  been  rainy  months,  and  the  oft  MAURmui^ 
verified  theory  put  forward  by  the  kite  Dr,  Meldrom,  L.L.D.,        1^« 
F.B.S.,  that  the  highest  mortality  for  this  compLunt  takes  phu^e        """* 
two  months  after  the  highest  rainfall,  was  again  exemplified. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  irregular  seasons  and  abnormal  rainfall 
both  act,  in  this  Colony,  on  the  physical  condition  of  the 
population — especially  the  labouring  class, — who  are  thus  unable 
to  withstand  the  effects  of  exposure  to  and  vicissitudes  of  climate. 

It  must  also  be  stated  that  the  heavy  rainfall  of  March  1899 
had  been  preceded  by  drought. 

In  October  1898  the  rainfall  had  been  66  %  below  the  average, 
in  January  1899  it  remained  69  \  below  average,  but  rapimy 
increased  to  47  ^/^  above  the  average  in  March  1899.  The 
amount  in  inches  during  that  month  was  12*13. 

Tracts  of  low-lying  land  became  flooded  and  rendered  partly 
marshy,  thus  offering  suitable  breeding  grounds  and  habitat  for 
mosquitoes. 

Anamia  and  General  Debility, 

These  two  affections,  which  occupy  a  rather  prominent  position 
in  the  returns,  may  be  conveniently  bracketed  togetiber,  oecause 
most  of  those  that  have  come  under  treatment  present  a  history 
of  malaria  and  poverty,  which  are  all  important  factors  in 
producing  blood  deterioration. 

There  were  384  admissions  for  an»mia  in  1898  and  322  in  1899. 
General  debility  figured  as  547  for  1898  and  504  for  1899. 


Respiratory  System. 

Affections  of  that  class  were  largely  on  the  decrease,  having 
fallen  bom  2,399  admissions  in  1898  to  1,902  in  1899.  In  the 
former  year  the  largest  number  of  admissions  was  in  July  (259), 
whereas  in  1899  it  was  in  May  (235).  Tuberculosis  is  gradually 
increasing.  The  chief  sufferers  are  the  native  population  of  the 
working  class.  Their  susceptibility  to  the  disease  is  chiefly  due 
to  their  insanitary  surroundings  and  to  the  absence  of  any 
precautionary  measures  when  exposed,  in  domestic  life,  to  con- 
tamination, while  their  natural  apathy,  unfitting  them  for  the 
struggle  for  Uf e,  leaves  them  content  with  an  unsuitable  and 
miserable  dietary. 

The  mean  humidity,  which  in  1899  was  81*9  in  February  and 
81*3  in  March,  gradually  decreased  to  77*8  in  April  and  to  77*3 
in  Mav.  The  mean  temperature  also  exhibited  similar  fluctua- 
tions, having  been  79''6  in  January,  78^3  in  February,  78°4  in 
March,  77^2  in  April  and  73°  in  May. 

Diseases  due  to  these  conditions  have  been,  as  usual,  of 
tubercular  and  partiy  of  an  inflammatory  pulmonary  type. 
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Maubuiub, 
1899. 


Digestive  System. 

Diseases  of  the  digestive  system  also  exhibited  a  marked 
decline.  The  number  of  admissions  fell  from  1,588  in  1898  to 
1,001  in  1899.  The  largest  number  admitted  was  during  the 
months  of  January  and  May. 

The  increased  number  of  admissions  in  January  was  to  a  great 
extent  caused  by  the  high  range  of  temperature  which  obtained 
in  that  month,  but  the  same  reason  does  not  hold  good  for  the 
admissions  of  May,  which,  apparently,  was  caused  by  the  impure 
condition  of  the  drinking  water. 


Relative  Mortality  in  the  different  Seasons. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quarterly  mortality  of  the  year 
which  obtained, in  the  public  hospitals  : — 


let  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

9rd  QaartOi 

4th  Quarter. 

219 

361 

263 

221 

.  The  second  quarter  of  the  year  is  responsible  for  the  highest 
rate  of  mortality,  while  the  first  and  last  quarters  show  a  ksser 
rate. 

The  high  rate  of  mortality  in  the  second  quarter  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  dysentery,  malarial  fever,  debility,  and  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  and  digestive  systems. 

This  quarter  in  reality  is  saddled  with  the  mortality  resulting 
from  the  chronic  complaints  due  to  fever  and  intestinal  diseases 
consequent  upon  the  influences  of  the  warm  season,  while  in  it 
are  likewise  registered  many  deaths  due  to  the  acute  diseases  of 
the  respiratory  system  brought  on  by  the  advent  of  the  change 
of  weatner  ushermg  in  the  cold  season. 

Meteorological  conditions  of  the  Seasons,  and  their 
probable  effect  with  regard  to  sickness. 

The  warm  and  rainy  months  of  the  year,  extending  generally 
through  the  first  three  or  four  months  of  the  year,  have  a  direct 
influence  in  the  causation  of  malarial  fevers  in  this  Colony. 

Cyclonomic  disturbances  likewise  affect  the  public  health,  owing 
to  effluvia  arising  from  decaying  vegetable  matter  strewn  over 
the  ground  after  these  occurrences. 

Contamination  of  the  water  supply  also  takes  place  through 
refuse  and  dirt  of  all  kinds  which  are  then  washed  into  the  rivers 
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and  canals*    These  water-courses  not  only  run  through  cultivated  liAUBiTXUS 
lands  richly  manured,  but  also  thickly  populated  villages.  1^^^* 

As  has  been  previously  remarked,  the  high  range  of  tem- 
perature which  obtained  from  January  to  April,  the  heavy 
rainfall  of  March,  coupled  with  the  cyclonomic  disturbances 
which  took  place  on  the  3rd  and  9th  of  the  same  month,  alike 
contributed  towards  bringing  about  a  recrudescence  of  fever  in 
May.  The  variation  of  temperature  and  humidity  of  the  atmos- 
phere are  also  responsible  for  some  of  the  bowel  complaints, 
principally  dysentery,  which  prevailed  in  April. 

Becubbence  of  Pabticulab  Diseases  dubing  the 

Yeab. 

With  the  exception  of  malarial  fevers,  there  has  been  no 
particular  incidence  of  other  diseases  during  the  year. 

The  plague  followed  in  Mauritius  the  course  which  it  seems  to 
have  adopted  in  India.  There  is  the  initial  period,  during  which 
the  disease  slowly  but  surely  established  itself,  followed  by  an 
acute  exacerbation  lasting  for  a  few  weeks,  and  afterwards  a  some- 
what rapid  decline.  It  does  not  seem  to  have  been  affected  by 
weather  or  temperature,  and  its  stay  in  any  place  has  depended 
upon  the  extent  of  the  inhabited  locality  and  the  presence,  in 
greater  or  smaller  numbers,  of  rats  for  its  dissemination.  • 

Genebal  Sanitabt  Condition  op  the  Colont. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  advent  of  plague,  the  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Colony  during  1899  might  have  been  described 
as  fairly  good.  The  usual  endemic  diseases  followed  their 
ordinary  course  and  nowhere  presented  marked  exacerbations. 

Were  it  not  for  the  poverty  prevailing  among  the  lower 
classes,  congregating  in  certain  quarters  of  Port  Louis  and  in 
large  villages,  the  sanitary  conditions  of  these  places  would  not, 
by  themselves,  cause  half  the  recorded  mortidity. 

The  drainage  of  our  principal  towns  remains  exceedingly 
defective.  In  Port  Louis,  a  great  improvement  has  been 
effected  in  the  eastern  suburb  by  the  completion  of  the  cana- 
lization of  a  filth-carrying  open  sewer,  called  the  RuUseau  La 
Paix. 

Sanitary  measures,  having  in  view  improved  surface  drainage, 
have  also  been  carried  out  in  different  sections  of  the  town  of 
Port  Louis  concurrently  with  other  measures  of  sanitation, 
undertaken  to  check  the  spread  of  plague,  but  a  great  deal  yet 
remains  to  be  done  in  that  direction. 

In  the  western  suburb  the  underground  drainage  works  have 
been  continued,  and  several  large  establishments,  such  as  the  new 
Civil   Hospital,   Central   Railway  Station,   and    some    private 
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Maubitiub,  premises,  have  already   been  connected  with  the  underground 
1W9.       pipes  which  carry  the  sewage  out  to  sea. 

The  drainage  of  the  other  chief  townships  (Curepipe,  Beau 
Bassin,  Rose  Hill  and  Quatre  Bomes)  and  other  populous  places 
is  still  very  far  from  satisfactory,  in  spite  of  the  yearly  sums 
expended  for  that  object.  The  solution  of  this  sanitary  question, 
which  has  long  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Depart- 
ment, is  becoming  more  and  more  pressing. 

The  water  supply  of  all  chief  towns  and  populous  localities, 
with  the  exception  of  those  provided  for  by  the  Mare-aux« 
Vacoas,  cannot  be  described  as  satisfactory,  indeed,  in  certain 
places  it  is  harmful,  as  being  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  the 
propagation  of  all  water-borne  diseases. 

In  the  dry  season  it  is  frequently  deficient  in  many  localities, 
while  in  the  rainv  season  dilute  sewage  is  supplied  to  some, 
among  which  may  be  included  the  principal  town — Port  Louis. 

River  waters  of  the  description  available  in  this  Colony  are 
specifically  polluted.  Even  the  palliative — ^in  the  shape  of 
sewage  pollution  being  got  rid  of  by  the  length  of  flow,  by 
oxidation  and  other  combined  agencies — ^is  but  feebly  present, 
inasmuch  as  points  of  contamination  may  be  said  to  exist  aU 
along  their  course. 

,  Two  filters  of  the  Maignien  type  have  lately  been  provided 
for  by  the  Municipal  Corporation  of  Poi;t  Louis.  They  are 
erected  in  public  squares,  but  the  water  yielded  is,  in  the  first 
place,  of  far  too  limited  quantity  to  serve  the  needs  of  a  popula- 
tion of  54,000  souls,  while,  in  the  second  place,  the  filtered  water 
is  but  sparingly  made  use  of  by  the  population  in  whose 
immediate  vicinity  the  filters  exist. 

This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  having  in  view  the  mode  of  life 
of  Orientals  and  of  a  population  which  has  still  to  be  educated  in 
sanitary  matters.  Even  the  public  mind  in  this  Colony  has  yet 
to  grasp  the  fact  that  disease  is  largely  preventable,  for  the 
action  of  the  Sanitary  Department  to  control  and  remove 
conditions  which  bear  a  direct  relation  to  the  causation  of  certain 
particular  diseases  meets  with  stubborn  opposition  and  is 
generally  viewed  with  distrust  and  dissatisfaction. 

It  is,  however,  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  Govern- 
ment has  extended  the  Mare-aux-Vacoas  mains  to  Port 
Louis,  but,  unfortunately,  the  supply  is  only  available  to  a  limited 
extent.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  this  water  could  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  whole  urban  population  for  domestic 
purposes,  a  large  proportion  of  the  morbific  influences  conveved 
through  the  instrumentality  of  water  would  be  removed,  with  a 
resultant  beneficial  action  on  the  health  of  the  chief  town. 

The  remarks  contained  in  the  previous  report  concerning 
overcrowding  apply  equally  well  here.  Some  slight  improve- 
ment, however,  nas  been  carried  out  in  Port  Louis  in  connection 
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with  the  cleanBing  of  lodging  houses  and  insanitary  buildings — a  MArarriuSi 
work  entrusted  to  a  special  oflScer.  1^- 

Vaccinations. 

There  were  10,374  subjects  successfully  vaccinated  during  the 
course  of  the  year  by  public  vaccinators,  giving  a  vaccination 
percentage  of  69*42  of  tne  yearly  births. 

No  data  are  forthcoming  of  the  number  of  vaccinations 
performed  by  private  medical  practitioners,  but  as  vaccination  is 
compulsory  in  this  Colony,  it  is  estimated  that  a  very  small 
proportion  indeed  of  infants  remain  unvaccinate'1. 

The  inhabitants  may  be  said  to  be  tolerably  well  protected  by 
vaccination,  but  it  is  a  matter  for  consideration  whether  recourse 
should  not  be  had  to  legislation  to  ensure  re-vaccination  at  stated 

Siriods.     This  matter  has  already  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
ovemment  and  Legislature. 

Vaccination  in  this  Colony  has  been  performed  for  a  number 
of  years  with  animal  vaccine  lymph  obtained  from  Paris.  This 
lymph  had  eiven  uniformly  good  results  iof  several  years  past, 
but  during  the  latter  part  of  1899  it  failed  to  such  an  extent,  on 
repeated  occasions,  that  the  public  vaccinators  have  been 
compelled  to  have  recourse  to  arm-to-arm  vaccination  If  the 
steps  already  taken  to  obtain  a  better  quality  of  lymph  are  not 
successful,  new  arrangements  will  have  to  be  made  to  ensure  an 
efficient  supply  from  another  source. 

Medical. 

Below  is  an  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Medical  Super- 
intendent of  the  Port  Louis  Civil  Hospital : — 

Extract  from  Dr.  Antehne's  Report  dated  24.2.1900. 

•  •  • 

"  VIII. — The  principal  types  of  malarial  fever  are  the  quoti- 
dian and  tertain,  and  the  attacks  are  not  generally  severe.  Death 
occurs  only — as  a  rule — amongst  the  poor  people  who  for  a  long 
time  have  been  labouring  under  malarial  fever,  whose  spleen 
and  liver  are  enlarged,  and  who  are  emaciated  by  anasmia  and 
poverty.  Complications  easily  happen  amongst  them.  But  not- 
withstanding the  great  number  of  those  suffering  from  what  I  call 
**  chronic  malaria, '  thepemicious  attacks  are  rare,  especially  the 
form  called  "  Black  Water  Fever."  I  cannot  say  wny  amongst 
the  Indians  such  pernicious  attacks  are,  one  can  sav,  unknown, 
and  rare  amongst  the  Creoles  of  the  lower  classes.  In  fact,  even 
in  the  other  classes  of  the  population  pernicious  attacks  are  not 
so  common  as  they  were  formerly.  Perhaps  the  population  is, 
so  to  speak,  vaccinated  by  the  previous  and  severe  attacks, 

"  A  severe  form  of  fever  is  the  cholerif orm,  with  which  we 
meet  now  and  then.     It  is  the  most  common  pernicious  form. 
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Maubitius,      ^^  The  malarial  attacks  are  especiallj  common  at  the  end  of  the 
1899.       summer  months,  from  March  to  the  beginning  of  June,  some 
weeks  after  the  beavy  rains  ;  but  at  any  time  there  are  cases  of 
malaria. 

^*  Bemittent  fever,  characterized  by  fever,  jaundice,  congestion 
of  the  liver,  is  not  so  common  as  it  was  formerly,  and  it  rather 
occurs  amongst  those  who  have  had  several  attacks  of  fever  and 
whose  spleen  and  liver  are  enlarged. 

"  Patients  labouring  under  malarial  cachexia  (thev  are  in  great 
numbers)  ought  to  be  sent  to  a  sanatorium  in  the  temperate 
regions  of  the  Island.  Only  there  can  they  be  cured  quickly, 
whilst  in  the  hospital  they  are  only  an  obstruction  and  cause 
expenditure  to  Grovemment  without  deriving  any  profit  for 
themselves. 

'^  Hepatitis  is  a  common  complication  of  malarial  fever,  more 
frequently  characterized  by  enlargement  of  the  liver;  the 
abscesses  generally  occur  in  the  course  of  dysentery,  especially 
when  this  disease  has  been  neglected. 

"  IX. — Dysentery  is  one  of  the  most  frequent  diseases  of  the 
lower  classes,  especially  during  the  hot  season.  During  summer 
people  drink  much  and  are  subject  to  many  troubles  of  the 
digestive  system  ;  and  when  these  troubles  are  neglected,  enteritis 
and  dvsentery  happen.  If  the  rate  of  mortality  bv  that  affection 
is  rather  high,  it  is  due  very  often  to  the  carelessness  of  the 
patients,  who  are  not  treated  in  time,  who  abandon  themselves  to 
quacks,  and  who  only  claim  medical  assistance  when  the  disorders 
are  incurable. 

*'  X. — I  will  a^ain,  this  year,  call  attention  to  the  neat  number 
of  patients  suffermg  from  phthisis  pulmonalis.  As  1  have  noted, 
this  disease  is  due  to  anaemia,  to  physiological  misery  so  frequent 
in  the  lower  classes,  to  the  inobservance  of  the  elementary  rules 
of  hygiene  (bad  food,  unhealthy  buildings,  promiscuity  of  the 
tenants),  and  also  the  consequence  of  the  varions  epidemics  of 
influenza  which  have  prevailed  for  the  last  ten  years  with  more 
or  less  intensity. 

*^  Surely  phthisis  pulmonalis  makes  more  ravages  in  the  lower 
classes  of  population  than  the  malarial  fever  and  the  other 
diseases. 

Syphilis, 

••XII. — Syphilis  is  very  common,  and  we  often  attend  patients 
suffering  from  tertiary  syphilis,  characterized  by  terrible  lesions. 
People  of  the  lower  classes  cannot  bear  isx  mind  that  when  the 
primarv  accidents  have  disappeared,  they  have  stiU  to  submit 
themselves  to  a  preventive  treatment.  They  do  not  believe  in 
infection  of  the  blood,  and  they  fancy  they  are  cured  when  the 
external  lesions  have  disappeared.  A  preventive  treatment  is 
above  the  capacity  of  their  niind.     Then  they  marry  and  poison 
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their  wives  and  their  progeny.     I  am  sure  that  constitutional  BiAUBiTnTS, 
syphilis  is  a   frequent  cause   of  death  amongst  the  children,        1899. 
especiallj  in  the  Indian  population.^'  -"^ 

Quarantine. 

The  new  Quarantine  Ordinance  which  came  into  operation  in 
1898  has  worked  very  smoothly  during  the  past  year.  Its 
enforcement  did  not  lead  to  any  hardship  upon  the  vessels  or 
passengers. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  although  this  port  is  in  constant 
conmiunication  with  plague  centres  in  India,  not  a  single  case  of 
the  disease  manifested  itself  at  any  time  on  board  any  of  the 
vessels  arriving  here  direct  from  Calcutta  or  Bombay. 

This  is  doubtless  due  to  the  admirable  meafiures  of  precautions 
enforced  at  these  ports. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  only  19  vessels,  arriving  here 
from  infected  ports,  within  tne  quarantine  limits  (15  daysX  were 
detained  to  complete  that  period  and  undergo  cleansing  and  dis- 
infection. 

Forty-four  other  vessels  were  subjected  on  arrival  to  disinfection 
before  admission  to  pratique. 
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Malaria  and  dysentery  prevailed  in  the  first  two  quarters,  Mavbitxu^ 
influenza  in  the  second,  and  respiratory  diseases  in  the  second       ^^« 
and  third.     As  in  1898,  gastro-intestinal  complaints  were   of        """" 
comparatively  uniform  occurrence  throughout  the  year.    The 
above  table  shows  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  malarial  fever  and  dysentery  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  year.    There  was,  on  the  other  hana,  an  increased 
prevalence  of  respiratory  diseases,   anemia  and  debility.     The 
two    last-mentioned    affections  were  exclusively  complaints   of 
ne^fly-admitted  prisoners. 

Remarks  on  Particulab  Diseases  that  have  Occurred 

DURING      THE     YeaR.— ThEIR      GENERAL     CHARACTER 

AS  TO  Mildness  or  Severity. 
Malaria. 

!•  The  following  is  a  classification  of  the  malarial  cases  that 
have  occurred  during  the  year  according  to  their  clinical 
types : — 


Types. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

A.  Intermittent — 

a.  Single  attacks 

b.  Quotidian         

c.  Tertian 

d.  Quartan 

e.  Irregular           

B.  Remittent       

0.  Pernicious        

121 

181 

14 

11 

6 

10 

2 

1 

Total          

346 

1 

No  fewer  than  121  cases  consisted  of  single  attacks  without 
recurrence. 

In  the  great  majority  of  the  cases  of  quotidian  fever  the  daily 
attacks  were  mild  and  not  more  than  two  in  number.  Very  few 
had  three  attacks,  and  still  f ewet  four. 

Some  of  the  tertian  and  quartan  cases  had  a  malignant 
character,  but  all  recovered. 

In  six  cases  the  clinical  as|)ect  of  the  disease  was  atypical,  the 
thermometric  curve  showing  irregular  intermittence. 

Of  the  two  pernicious  cases,  both  of  which  were  characterised 
by  hyperpyrexia  and  severe  cerebral  symptoms,  one  recovered. 
I  attribute  this  successful  result  to  the  constant  application  of 
6302  P 
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llAURimra^  cold  in  the  shape  of  cold  baths,  ice  to  the  head,  and  wet  packing, 
1899.  coupled  with  hypodermic  injections  of  bichlorhjdrate  of 
177*  qninine.  The  malignant  cases  of  remittent  Fever  were  similarly 
treated  with  very  good  results.  The  only  fatal  case  was  that  of 
a  notoriously  alcoholic  individual,  who  was  undergoing  at  least 
his  fiftieth  sentence  for  drunkenness,  and  who  fell  ill  two  days 
after  his  admission  into  prison.  In  a  few  hours  the  fever 
assumed  the  pernicious  character.  Cold  applications  were 
followed  by  marked  subsidence  of  the  fever  and  of  the  cerebral 
symptons,  but  a  relapse  soon  took  place,  in  which  every  treatment 
proved  of  no  avail. 

Having  read  in  the  British  Medical  Jounial,  on  the  15th  of 
July  last,  a  paper  by  Major  O.  Fitzgerald,  I.M.S.,  on  the 
treatment  of  malarial  fever  by  the  inunction  of  creosote  (in  the 
proportion  of  30m  for  3i  of  ohve  oil,  for  an  adult)  over  the  chest, 
abdomen  and  arm-pits,  I  gave  this  new  method  a  fair  trial,  and  I 
am  in  a  position  to  state  mat  the  treatment  recommended  really 
gives  satisfactory  results.  Many  cases  were  treated  wim 
creosote  only  without  one  single  grain  of  quinine  being 
administered,  and  yet  there  was  no  unusual  recurrence  of  the 
fever.  Some  of  the  cases  of  continued  fever  were  also  treated  in 
the  same  manner.  With  but  very  few  exceptions,  the  inunction 
of  creosote  was  invariably  attended  by  profuse  perspiration, 
followed  by  a  fall  of  temperature  (sometimes  to  nearly  normal)  in 
from  2  to  4  hours,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  cuts  short 
the  febrile  stage.  In  some  instances,  however,  the  treatment 
failed,  and  had  to  be  supplemented  by  the  internal  administration 
of  quinine.  Failures  were  also  recorded  in  cases  which  were 
subseauently  found  to  be  non-malarial  (pneumonia,  &c.)  In  not 
a  single  case  was  the  application  of  creosote  followed  by  collapse 
or  any  other  evil  effect.  The  treatment  certainly  deserves  con- 
sideration. I  intend  continuing  to  experiment  it  on  a  large  scale, 
and  hope  to  be  able  in  the  course  of  uie  present  year  to  furnish 
statistical  returns  on  the  results  obtained. 

Dysentery. 

There  were  in  1899  only  61  cases  of  dysentery  as  compared 
with  89  in  the  preceding  year.  They  may  be  classified  as 
follows : — 


Dysentery. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

1.  Acute     ...        ...        ...        •••     *  ...        .,, 

2.  Ohronio 

55 
6 

1 
3 

, 

61 

4 

The  death-rate  from  acute  dysentery  was  low — viz.,  1*8  per 
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The  only  fatal  case  was  that  of  a  prisoner  who  had   been  Mauritiits* 
transferred  from  the  prison  of  Beau  Bassin  to  town  almost  in  a        1899. 
djing  condition,  and  who  died  four  days  after  the  transfer.  ~~^ 

The  treatment  by  sulphate  of  magnesium  or  sodium  proved 
very  successful,  and  has  entirely  superseded  in  my  hospital 
practice  the  classical  treatment  by  ipecacuanha.  Rapid 
recovery  took  place  in  every  case  that  was  seen,  from  the  very 
commencement  of  the  disease.  The  saline  treatment,  however, 
completely  failed  in  chronic  cases.     Half  of  these  ended  fatally. 

This  result  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  it  is  remembered 
that  these  patients  were  all  men  who  had  been  suffering  from  the 
disease  for  a  long  time  outside  the  prison,  and  who  were  admitted 
in  a  state  of  emaciation  and  debility,  when  all  the  resources  of 
nature  had  abandoned  them. 

Under  such  circumstances,  chronic  dysentery  usually  proves 
intractable. 


Respiratory  Diseases. 
3.  Comparative  statement  for  the  last  two  years  \ 


Return  of  Bespiratory  Diseases. 

Oases. 

Deaths 

• 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

Acute  Laryngitis         ...        •••        ... 

2 

1 

«_ 

.1. 

Bronchitis— 

1.  Acute 

2.  Chronic 

.  95 

115 
14 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

15 

11 

4 

2 

Gangrene  of  the  Lung           

— 

1 

— 

1 

Pleurisy 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Asthma ...        •••        ...        ...        .•• 

80 

35 

— 

— 

Phthisis 

6 

8 

1 

1 

148 

186 

5 

5 

The  above  table  shows  that  there  were  far  more  cases  of 
bronchitis  in  1899  than  in  1898 ;  all,  however,  of  a  mild  character. 
The  disease  prevailed  in  the  months  of  May,  June,  July» 
August  and  September — t.e.,  in  the  winter  season. 
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Mauritiitb,      There  was  one  death  from  gangrene  of  the  lung — the  sequel 
^^'       of  pneumonia,    and   one  from  acute    pleurisy  complicated   bj 
albuminuria  and  debility. 

One  of  the  cases  of  phthisis  proved  fatal  from  cerebral 
apoplexy.  The  patient  had  already  been  5  months  in  hospital 
when  he  was  suddenly  seized  one  night  with  symptoms  of  cerebral 
hiemorrhage,  and  died  5  hours  after. 

As  I  have  already  pointed  out  in  last  yearns  re^rt,  a  pro- 
longed stay  in  the  Prison  Hospital  of  Fort  Louis,  with  its 
existing  defects,  is  likely  to  be  injurious  to  chronic  respiratory 
affections  (asthma,  phthisis,  &c.).  I  have  recommended  that  as 
far  as  possible  such  cases  be  treated  at  Beau  Bassin. 

4.  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System — 


Return  of  diaeases  of  the 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

Digestive  System. 

1898 

1899 

1898 

1899 

StomatitB 

»..        •••        ,,« 

10 

70 

... 

•  •• 

Tonsillitis 

>••        •••        ... 

5 

... 

•  •• 

Gamboil 



... 

••• 

... 

Gastralgpa 

•.        •»•        ••• 

... 

... 

•  •• 

GastritiB 

•••        ...        ••* 

... 

••• 

•  •• 

Dyspepsia 

•••        •.•        ... 

6 

••• 

•  •• 

Diarrhoea 

>••        •••        ••• 

93 

47 

••• 

•  •• 

Enteralgia 

»••        ...        ••• 

3 

... 

•  •• 

Bectitis 

••        ..•        ••• 

... 

... 

•  •* 

Piles 



4 

••• 

... 

Other  diseases  ... 

••        ...        ... 

11 

••• 

... 

•  •• 

1 

'otal    

132 

136 

0 

0 

There  was  in  1899  a  far  larger  number  of  cases  of  stomatitis 
than  usual  requiring  treatment  in  hospital,  viz.,  70  as  compared 
with  10  in  1898.  In  addition  to  these  hospital  cases,  142  prisoners 
were  treated  as  out-door  patients  for  the  same  complaint.  This 
disease,  which  is  the  only  one  that  prevails  among  long-sentenced 
prisoners,  is  in  my  opinion  chiefly  caused  by  the  prolonged  use  of 
tjalt-fish;  which  is  not  always  of  the  best  quality.     All  the  cases 


Digitized  by 


Google 


229 

were  of  the  mildest  description,  the  out-4oor  ones  being  rapidly  MAURiTiua^ 
cured  by  the  substitution,  for  one  or  two  weeks,  of  watercresses        1899. 
to  salt-fish  in  the  ordinary  prison  diet.     I  shall  call  the  attention        """* 
of  Government  to  the  absolute  necessity    of    supplying    this 
Establishment  with  salt-fi?h  of  the  best  possible  quality.     When- 
ever such  be  not  procurable  in  the  local  market,  it  should  be 
replaced  by  tripe  or  watercresses  and  onions  and  on  no  account 
whatever  should  salt-fish  of  inferior  quality  be  issued  to  prisoners. 
Diarrhoea  cases  were  much  fewer  than  usual.     They  ail  readily 
yielded  to  change  of  diet  and  treatment. 

Influenza. 

5.  Influenza  prevailed  only  in  May  and  June.  The  cases 
were  all  mild  and  uncomplicated  ones  that  ended  in  rapid 
recovery. 

6.  The  only  disease  of  the  urinary  system  that  came  under 
ray  notice  in  1899  was  Bright's  disease,  of  which  there  were  8 
cases.  They  were  all  relieved  by  tonic  treatment  coupled  with  a 
purely  milk  diet. 

7.  Return  of  diseases  of  the  lymphatic  system  ; — 

Chronic  splenitis 31 

Adenitis  (acute)    ...         3 

Bubo          •••         ...         .••         .*•         •••  3 

Acute  lymphangitis          3 

Total      40 


8.  Return  of  Skin  Diseases  :— 

Scabies 

... 

..• 

...     20 

Eczema 

•  •  • 

••• 

...       6 

Psoriasis    ... 

... 

... 

...       1 

Furoncles  ... 

•  •. 

•  •• 

...       4 

Anthrax     ... 

..  • 

... 

...       2 

Ulcers 

••• 

... 

...     37 

Total      ...         ...         •••         •..     70 

In  addition  to  these  20  severe  cases  of  scabies  treated  in 
hospital,  no  fewer  than  177  prisoners  were  treated  as  out-door 
patients  for  itch.  The  cutaneous  affection  is  invariably  imported 
from  outside,  and  is  very  seldom  indeed  to  be  found  among  the 
inmates  of  this  prison.  Men  suffering  from  this  disease  are  kept 
entirely  separate  from  the  rest. 

Parasitic  Diseases. 

9.  Four  cases  of  endemic  hoematuria  had  to  be  admitted  into 
hospital.    In  all  of  them  the  ova  of  bilharzia  hoematobia  were 
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Maubitiub,  easily  discorered,  under  the  microscope,  in  the  blood  that  was 
^^'^       passed,  in  small  qnantitj,  at  the  end  of  micturition.     In  no  case 
was  the  patient  suffering  from  any  constitutional  disturbances. 

Insanity. 

10.  Only  one  prisoner  was  sent  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  in  1899. 
The  case  was  that  of  an  unconvicted  prisoner  who  was  admitted 
into  prison  with  hemiplegia,  the  result  of  cerebral  apoplexy, 
and  marked  symptoms  of  dementia. 

Aeeidenti. 

11.  There  was  the  same  number  of  accidents  as  in  1898, 
▼iz.,  11.    The  injuries  sustained  were  aU  slight. 

Surgical  Operations. 

12.  All  the  operations  but  two  were  minor  ones,  such  as  incision 
of  abscesses,  tapping  for  hydrocele,  circumcision,  &c.  One  of 
the  operations  under  chloroform  was  for  extensive  caries,  involv- 
ing nearly  the  whole  of  the  left  clavicle  and  part  of  the  sternum* 
Almost  complete  excision  of  the  clavicle  had  to  be  resorted  to. 
The  patient  made  a  good  recovery.  The  other  capital  operation 
was  removal  of  a  large  fibro-sarcoma  of  the  left  thigh.  The 
tumour  was  removed  without  considerable  hemorrhage,  out,  most 
unfortunately,  the  patient  died  of  shock  two  hours  after  the 
operation.  The  malignant  nature  of  the  tumour  was  revealed  by 
microscopical  examination. 


Death  Returns^  and  Observations  thereon. 

13.  There  were  11  deaths  during  the  year  out  of  a  total  of 
1,119  patients.  This  gives  the  lowest  hospital  death-rate  for  the 
last  six  years,  as  can  l^  seen  from  the  following  table  : — 


Tear. 

Hospital  death-rate. 

1894 

... 

10*2  per  thonaand  patienta. 

1895 

... 

29               „              „ 

1896 

•  •» 

27 

1897 

... 

12-1 

1898 

... 

l*-8 

1899 

*•. 

9-8 
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The  following  table  rives  the  relatire  mortality  of  the  four  JlAUBinoa^ 
quarters  as  compared  with  1898  : —  looo 


1899. 


Quarter. 

Average 

daily 
strength. 

Number 

of 
patients. 

Number 

of 
deaths. 

Death-rate 

ratio  per 

mille  and 

average 

strength. 

Hospital 
death-rate 
(per  1,000 
patients.) 

1898. 

1899 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

Ist 

336-27 

250 

318 

261 

6 

2 

17-8 

8 

18-8 

7-6 

n  I  .•            ••• 

416*18 

258 

364 

369 

9 

1 

21-6 

3-8 

24-7 

2-7 

Srd  ...        ••• 

373-38 

206 

255 

253 

1 

2 

2-6 

9-7 

3-9 

7-8 

4th 

289-90 

217 

213 

236 

1 

6 

3-4 

27-6 

4-2 

25-4 

Total     ... 

3531 

2331 

1,150 

1,119 

17 

11 

51 

47-1 

14-8 

9-8 

According  to  Table  I.  the  death-rate  of  the  prison  of  Port 
Louis  (male  population)  was  lower  than  that  of  the  preceding 
jear.  V  iz.,  47*1  per  mUle  of  average  strength  as  compared  with 
51*  per  mille  of  average  strength  in  1898. 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  population  of  the  prison  includ- 
ing female  prisoners  is  still  lower  tor  there  was  no  death  among 
female  prisoners. 


Average  daily  No.  of  prisoners. 

No.  of  deaths. 

Death-rate. 

Males         23315 

Females      17-93 

11 
0 

47-1  per  mille. 
0      „ 

Whole  population  of  the  )    oei.nQ 
priion.                       \    261-08 

11 

43-8  per  miUe. 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  population  of  the  Port   Louis 
prison  was,  in  1898,  47*8  per  thousand. 


Remarks  on  the  deficient  sanitary  condition  of  the  Prison 
Hospital  of  Port  Louis. 

14.  The  deficient  sanitary  condition  of  that  part  of  the  prison 
buildings  which  is  being  used  as  a  hospital,  and  which  was  never 
meant  to  be  such,  has  formed  the  subject  of  an  exhaustive  report 
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Maubitzvi^  I  forwarded  to  the  Honourable  Director  of  the  Medical  and 
1899.  Health  Department  in  September  1898.  What  is  called  the 
prison  hospital  here  is  nothing  but  a  corridor  about  16  feet  wide, 
provided  with  a  bitumen  roof  that  leaks  considerably,  although 
repairs  have  been  repeatedly  made  therein.  Light  and  ventila- 
tion— these  important  requisites  of  a  hospital — are  defective  in  spite 
of  glass  ventilators  assisted  bv  pankahs.  When  it  is  remembered 
that  in  such  a  place  are  treated  cases  of  fever,  diarrhoea,  dvsentery, 
bronchitis,  phthisis,  syphilis  and  surgical  affections,  all  mixed 
together,  it  will  be  reaoily  admitted  tiiat  I  am  fighting  disease 
.here  under  the  most  unfavourable  circumstances.  I  have 
appended  hereto  a  table*  giving  the  temperature  of  the  place, 
taken  every  hour  for  a  whole  week ;  and  I  doubt  very  much  that 
another  hospital  is  to  be  found  in  the  Island  with  such  a  high 


temperature  record. 


3l8t  January,  1900. 


F.  A.  BouQBT,  M.B.,  C.M.Ed., 

Police  and  Prison  Surgeon. 


SPECIAL    REPORT    CONCERNING    FEMALE 
PRISONERS. 


r.  Average  daily  number  of  female  prisoners  in  prison,  17*93. 

2.  Average  daily  number  of  female  prisoners  in  hospital,  3*32. 

3.  Total  number  of  admissions  into  hospital  from  the  f emalft 
wwl  *  124,  viz. : — 101  female  prisoners ;  23  children  of  female 
prisoners. 

Of  these,  12  women  and  9  children  had  no  appreciable  disease, 
but  had  nevertheless  to  be  kept  in  hospital  because  children  who 
were  ill  could  not  be  separated  from  their  mothers,  and  vice  versa. 
Hence  the  total  number  of  patients  was  : —  89  .  women ;  14 
children.    Total,  103. 

•  Not  printed. 
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4.  The  following  is  a  general  statement  of  sickness  and  mortality  ]Caubitii7b, 
for  female  prisoners  for  the  year  1899 : —  1^99. 


Daily 
average 
strength* 

No.  of 
admissions 
into  hos- 
pital for 
aotaal 
sickness. 

DaQy 
ayerase 
No.  of 
admissions 
into  hos- 
pital. 

Batio  per 

mille  of  daily 

admissions 

to  strength. 

No.  of 
deaths. 

Uatioper 
mille  of 
deaths  to 
strength. 

17-93 

89 

•24 

13-3 

0 

0 

5.  The  prevailing  diseases  were  : — 


Women. 

Children. 

•■        ••• 

42 

8 

Bespiratory  diseases        



11 

4 

Diseases  of  digestive  system 



3 

— 

Marnps       •••        .••        ... 

.. 

4 

— 

Inllnenza 



2 

— 

Dysentery 



1 

— 

Geetatio  and  Pnerperinm 



5 

— 

Other  diseases        

21 

2 

89 

14 

6.  There  was  no  death. 

7.  There  were  two  cases  of  confinement.     In  both  the  labour 
was  normal  and  the  children  were  born  alive. 


31st  January,  1900. 


F.  A.  RouGBT,  M.B.,  C.M.Ed., 

Police  and  Prison  Surgeon. 
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MAimiTIl7& 

1899. 


MOKA  PUBLIC  HOSPITAL. 

Le8  maladies  qui  figurent  le  plus  commun^ment  sur  nos  registrcs, 
sont :  la  malaria  ou  fi^vre  intermittente ;  Tinfluenza,  les 
albuminuries,  la  dyssenterie,  la  tuberculose,  le  syphilis,  les 
rhumatismesy  la  fidvre  typhoide.  Les  cas  de  chirurgie,  de 
gyn^cologie  sont  trfes  rares. 

Les  affections  cutan^es  sont  frequentes,  et  relevent  le  plus 
souvent  de  I'alimentation  des  Indiens  et  des  Creoles  et  de  la 
malproprete.  La  filaria  est  devenue  tres  rare  depuis  quelques 
annees  et  T^rysipftle  plus  encore. 


A.  Malaria  ou  FifevRB  tellubique  par  sporozoaires  de 

Laveran. 

C'est  dans  les  quatre  premiers  mois  de  I'ann^e  que  les  cas  de 
malaria  ou  fievre  intermittente  se  montrent  les  plus  frequents. 
Le  sporozoaire  de  Laveran  veut  pour  se  d^velopper  Thumidit^. 
Tant  que  la  terre  est  sdche,  la  fi^vre  intermittente  ne  se  mani-* 
f  este  pas,  a  moins  ^ue  par  le  voisinage  de  purin  ou  d'eau  stagnante, 
sur  le  bord  des  riiriires,  les  moustiques  ne  yiennent  j  puiser  les 
germes. 

L'absorption  de  ces  germes  se  fait  et  par  les  voies  respiratoireSf 
et  par  I'eau  inger^e,  et  par  la  peau  (moustiques). 

Dans  les  yilles,  les  habitants  des  Stages  sont  beaucoup  moins 
atteints  que  ceux  des  rez  de  chauss^e,  effet  produit  par  les  yapeurs 
humides  qui  se  d^gagent  du  sol  impr^gn^  de  spores  et  penStrent 
par  les  voies  respiratoires. — Je  possMe  des  faits  indeniables  de 
gen^se  par  I'eau  des  boissons  contenant  les  germes  des  sporo* 
zoaires.  J'ai  constate  le  fait  chez  une  f amille  qui  au  mois  d' Aodt, 
etant  sur  le  rivage  de  la  mer,  jouissait  depuis  un  mois  d'une 
sant^  parfaite,  faisant  usa^e  d'une  eau  l^g^rement  saumcltre. 
Tout  k  coup,  pour  avoir  bu  Peau  d'un  puits  qu'elle  ignorait,  mais 
dont  I'apparence  ^tait  des  plus  engageantes,  Teau  ^tant  limpide 
et  sans  sel,  tons  ceux  qui  .en  us^rent  furent  des  le  lendemain 
pris  de  malaria  intense  avec  troubles  bilieux.  La  famille  fut 
obligee  de  retoumer  sur  les  hauteurs  de  I'lle,  et  eut  de  la  peine  k 
combattre  les  effets  de  cet  empoisonnement.  Les  injections 
hypodermiques  de  bi-chlorydrate  de  quinine  durent  etre  prati- 
qu^es  et  renouvelees  pour  le  combattre.  C'est  I'histoire  des 
marins  de  la  Gloire  et  de  la  Victorieuse  en  1850,  qui,  ^prouves  par 
la  fievre  intermittente  sur  les  cotes  de  la  Chine,  changerent  leur 
eau  habituelle  en  eau  bouillie  k  I'imitation  des  Chinois,  et  virent 
disparaitre  la  malaria  k  bord  des  deux  navires. 

Le  district  de  Moka  s'^tend  des  Failles,  pr^s  de  Port  Louis, 
aux  regions  41evees  de  la  Nouvelle  D^couverte,  de  la  Montague 
Blanche,  de  I'Ermitage.  C'est  des  Pailles  que  nous  viennent  les 
cas  de  malaria  appartenant  au  district.     Dans  ses  autres  parties 
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les  manifestations  ne  se  produisent  9a  et  Hi,  que  {)eudant  la  saison  MAUKiTiin^ 
des  pluies, — chez  les  individus  qui  habitent  au  voisinage  des  amas       1B99. 
de  fumier,  ou  lorsque  des  mares  intermittentes  se  f orment  prfes       ""^ 
des  demeures,  ainsi  que  je  I'ai  observe  depuis  trois  ans,  tout  pris 
de  rhopital,   prfis  du  loffement  des  serviteure.      Ce   sont    les 
Strangers  au  district  qui  torment  plus  de  la  moiti^  des  cas  traits 
k  I'hopital  de  Moka  pour  malaria. 

Dans  I'immense  majorite  des  cas,  la  forme  de  la  fievre  de  d^but 
est  bilieuse,  et,  il  est  rare  qu'un  acces  ait  lieu  sans  troubler 
les  f onctions  biliaires ;  aussi  le  moyen  le  plus  rapide,  le  plus 
^onomique,  de  guerir  le  malade  est  de  lui  pratiquer  des  injec- 
tions hypodermiques  de  solution  de  bi-chlorhydrate  quinine. — 3  in- 
jections de  0*30  k  0*50  centigrs.  de  ce  sel  k  7  heures  d'intervalle 
suiBsent;  pendant  ce  temps  I'etat  bilieux  est  yaincu  par  les 
purgatifs,  quelquefois  I'lpeca. 

Les  injections  doivent  Stre  faites  avec  une  asepsie  parfaite  de 
la  peau,  des  instruments,  de  la  solution.  Pour  prevenir  le  t^tanos, 
il  suffit  d'appliquer  une  piece  de  taffetas  de  Vigo  sur  la  piaure  ou 
une  couche  mince  de  collodion. — Ces  injections  sont  absolument 
n^essaires  et  doivent  etre  pratiqu^es  le  plus  tot  possible  dans  la 
forme  ictero-h^morrhagique,  k  la  dose  minima  de  0*50  centigrs. 
renouvelable  au  plus  3  &  4  f ois  dans  les  deux  premiers  jours. — Les 
purgatif 8,  le  climat  font  le  reste.  DSs  que  Testomac  est  bon, — 
20  gouttes  de  solution  de  percblorure  de  fer  par  jour,  administrees 
en  2  fois  dans  du  lait,  ne  tardent  pas  k  combattre  I'anemie.  Les 
injections  de  bi-chlorhydrate  de  quinine  constituent  un  moyen 
excellent  aussi  pour  eviter  les  r^cidives.  Cependant,  il  arrive 
chez  les  chroniques,  que  I'usage  d'une  solution  de  Benzoate  de 
sonde  et  de  Caf  6ine,  unie  k  la  quinine  et  k  la  strychnine,  devienne 
nicessaire.  Lorsqu'il  n'y  a  pas  urgence  k  employer  les  injections 
hypodermiques  qui  sont  redout^es  en  raison  de  la  douleur, — il 
convient  d'ouvrir  le  traitement  par  I'ip^ca  et  les  purgatifs,  afin  de 
donner  1'  app^tit  aux  malades,  et  de  faire  disparaitre  la  bile  des 
urines. — Alors  on  doit  donner  les  sels  de  quinine  de  7  en  7  heures 
en  solution  k  jeun,  juqu'a  ivresse  quinique — signe  de  I'intol^rance. 

La  cachexie  malariale  qui  se  traduit  par  spl4no-m6galie  hydro* 
m^lan^mie — amaigrissement,  exigent  trois  facteurs  : 

1^  Du  vrai  quinquina  jaune  en  poudre  aux  repas  ; 

2°.  Des  pilules  anticibum-alofes  et  extrait  de  quinquina  au  diner 
suiries  le  lendemain  matin  2  fois  la  semaine  d'un  purgatif  salin 
additionn6  de  teinture  de  Jalap ; 

3^.  L'application  de  linges  froids  et  humides  chaque  jour  sur 
la  region  splenique,  et  bientot  I'hydroth^rapie  en  douches  l^g&res 
sur  la  rate,  en  bains  frais  et  rapides. 

Ce  traitement  est  la  f ormule  prophylactique  de  la  fidvre  inter- 
mittente,  c'est^ii-dire,  que  celui  qui  habite  une  region  malariale, 
doit,  les  trois  quarts  de  Tann^e,  avoir  ma  excellent  app^tit  et  dea 
urines  normales  en  quantity  et  en  quality.  Les  pilules  ant^ibum 
doivent  6tre  prises  aussitot  que  I'app^tit  diminue ;  — de  la  quinine 
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Mauritius,  dans  du  caf 6  ou  du  th6  le  matin ;   aux  repas  du  vrai  quinquina, 
^^^^-       et  tons  les  jours  le  bain  frais  ou  meme  froid. 

TTne  forme  pernicieuse  rare  a  Moka,  mais  terrible  chez  I'adulte 
et  surtout  chez  Tenfant,  est  la  cholerif orme.  EUe  guerit  ais^- 
ment  par  les  injections  de  bi-chlorydrate  de  quinine,  combines 
a  Tusage  de  la  solution  de  chlorure  de  sodium  7  grammes  50  par 
litre,  dite  serum  artificiel, — en  bain  interne  de  500  k  1,000 
grammes  h  garder,  et  par  ingestion,  additioiinee  d'albumine  de 
Toeuf  et  de  quelques  gouttes  d'elixir  paregorique. 


B.  Influenza. 

.  Apr^  la  Malaria,  c'est  I'lnfluenza  qui  foumit  le  plus  grand 
nombre  de  malades. 

Depuis  la  grande  epidemic  d'Influenza  qui  parcourut  TEurope 
en  1889,  I'lnfluenza  nous  est  arrivee  en  1890,  se  manifestant  sous 
la  forme  d'une  6pid6mie  generale,  inf ectieuse  et  contagieuse,  peu 
grave  quoique  p6nible.  En  1893,  eUe  reparut  et  fit  bon  nombre 
de  victimes  parmi  les  vieillards  et  surtout  chez  les  enf  ants. 

Depuis,  I'lnfluenza  est  devenue  end^mique  a  Maurice,  se 
manifestant  9a  et  Ih  surtout  en  hiver  sous  forme  de  petites  6pi- 
d^mies  plus  ou  moins  s^vferes,  le  plus  souvent  sans  gravity 
excepts  sur  les  tr^s  jeunes  enf  ants.  Le  meme  sujet  pent  en  Stre 
atteint  un  nombre  ind^termine  de  f  ois,  c'est  le  caractere  de  cette 
fievre  inf  ectio-contagieuse. 

Les  sels  de  quinine  m'ont  paru  6tre  le  moyen  prophylactique 
par  excellence.  En  1893,  j'observai  que  les  malades  soumia 
dans  nos  salles,  a  I'usage  des  sels  de  quinine,  furent  les  seuls 
preserves.  De  la  I'idie  d'en  faire  un  agent  prophylactique,  et 
mes  experiences  sur  ce  point  m'ont  toujours  r6ussi. 

Quant  au  traitement,  depui»  I'annee  derniere,  je  combats  la 
fidvre  d'Influenza,  compliqu^e  ou  non  de  broncho-pneumonicy 
par  une  ou  plusieurs  applications  d'un  melange  de  Liniment 
d'lode  et  de  I'huile  de  Gaiacol.  La  proportion  du  melange  chez 
I'adulte  est  de  40  gouttes  de  Liniment  d'lode  pour  10  gouttes  de 
G-aiacol.  Le  badigeonnage  fait  sur  la  region  stemale  ou  sur  le 
point  douloureux,  est  imm^diatement  reconvert  d'un  tissu  im- 
permeable ou  d'une  feuille  v^gStale,  maintenue  en  contact  k 
I'aide  de  la  main  sur  le  vgtement,  pendant  15  ou  20  minutes, 
pour  empgcher  I'evaporation.  Une  transpiration  abondante  se 
produit  alors,  si  la  dose  de  Gaiacol  est  suffisante,  qui  abaisse  la 
temperature  de  2  &  3  degr^s ;  il  n'y  a  plus  qu'&  donner  un  grog 
pour  combattre  les  eifets  de  la  sudation,  et,  de  la  quinine  com- 
bin^e  k  la  teinture  d'Aconit  15  h  20  gouttes,  XK>ur  combattre  Tin- 
f ection :  — ce  qui  n'empSche  pendant  un  jour  ou  deux,  de  sou- 
mettre  le  malade  le  soir  k  une  dose  de  Calomel  et  de  Dower 
aa  0  gr.  10  centigrs.  et  les  2  jours  suivants  k  un  purgatif  huileux 
le  premier  jour,  salin  le  deuxiftme  jour  avec  une  dose  de  Quinine. 
Le  chloral-bromure  est  trfes  utile  pour  favoriser  le  sommeil  et 
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calmer  la  toux.     En  general  trois  jours  de  ce  traitement  mixte  BfAUBiTiuSy 
snffisent  contre  la  plus  forte  crise  d'influenza.     L'infusion  de       1^99. 
thjrm  est  la  meilleure  boisson,  avec  addition  d'une  preparation 
alcoolique.     Le    Oa'iacol,    malgre   la    coloration    yerd&tre   des 
urines  qu'il  determine  quelquefois,  ne  prodnit  jamais  ralbnmi- 
nurie. 

C.  Les  Albuminueies. 

Avant  I'annee  1893,  les  nephrites  albumineuses  s'observaient. 
mais  elles  6taient  relativement  rares,  at  leplus  souvent  curables ; 
elles  paraissent  caus^es  le  plus  souvent  par  I'alimentation  des 
Indiens  et  des  Creoles  de  la  classe  ini^rieure,  riche  en  toxines : 
Tiandes  et  poissons  sales,  tr^s  souvent  en  partie  putrefies,  fruits 
cueillis  avant  maturite  et  vendus  k  I'^tat  de  fermentation,  en 
voie  de  decomposition.  Des  dermatoses,  consequence  de  ce 
regime  et  de  la  malpropret^  causaient  parfois  des  albumineries 
graves. 

Depuis  1893,  c'est-it-dire  la  grande  et  grave  epid^mie  d'in- 
fluenza, les  cas  d'albuminurie  k  I'hopital  de  Moka  ont  tres 
notablement  augments,  et  comme  les  malades  arrivent  le  plus 
souvent  k  une  6poque  tr^s  avancee  de  leur  mal,  la  mort  en  est 
aussi  souvent  la  consequence. 

La  plupart  des  d^c^s  par  nephrites  albumineuses  (Briglit's 
disease)  ont  ete  suivis  d'autopsie.  II  m'a  6te  ainsi  permis  de 
faire  de  veritables  trouvailles  d'ampliitli6atre,  que  je  n'ai  vu 
consignees  dans  aucun  ouvrage. 

En  dehors  des  petits  reins  atrophias,  des  gros  reins  blancs, 
j'ai  vu  des  reins  transformes  en  kystes  grants,  contenant  plus  de 
deux  litres  d'un  liquide  s6ro-8anguin,  sero-purulent,  avec  quel- 
ques  debris  de  detritus  organiques;  des  reins  transformes  en 
foyers  purulents  avec  coques  calcaires.  Chez  un  Polonais,  garde 
monte  au  Reduit,  atteint  d'albuminurie  d'origine  alcoolique, 
mort  par  lieuterie, — j'ai  trouv6  le  rein  droit  atrophie,  du  x>oids 
de  16  grammes,  et  le  gauche  transforme  en  un  foyer  purulent 
reconvert  d'une  coque  calcaire. — Les  causes  de  ces  albuminuries 
sent  variees ;  si  depuis  I'influenza  de  1893,  elles  sent  plus  nom- 
breuses,  j'estime  que  les  boissons  adulterees  (vins,  bi^res,  porters, 
eaux-de-vie),  les  viandes  conservees  fortement  alterees,  jouent  le 
role  le  plus  important  dans  leur  gen^e.  Par  I'absence  d'un 
laboratoire  colonial,  d'un  laboratoire  de  bacteriologie,  Maurice 
devient  chaque  jour  de  plus  en  plus  le  refuaium  des  falsifications 
de  toutes  sortes,  s'etendant  jusqu'aux  produits  pharmaceutique? 
principalement  les  specialites  (patent  medicines). 

Traitees  de  bonne  heure,  ces  albuminuries,  avec  oedemes, — 
dyspnee,  bruit  de  galop,  prurit,  peuvent  guerir.  Le  point  prin- 
cipal est  d'en  trouver  la  cause.  Cependant,  nous  avons  des 
armes  pour  les  combattre. 

Le  regime  d'abord, — le  regime  lacte,  puis  la  proscription  dep 
viandes  fortes  et  des  salaisons. 
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Maubitiub,      La  digitale,   la  d6coctioa  de  barbes   do  mais^  TiodTire   de 

1^-        Potassium  ou  de  Sodium,  les  bromures,  la  SciUe,  la  Caf^ine,  la 

Sparteine,  la  Lactose  sont  les  medicaments  doat  il  faut  savoir 

86  servir.    Les  ventouses  s^ches  ou  scarifi^es  sur  les  reins  aident 

aux  efEets  des  medications. 

Si  ur6mie,  la  diete  hydriquo— eau  de  barbes  de  mais  en  solu- 
tion saline  (7  g.  de  chlorure  de  sodium  pour  im.  litre  de  cette 
decoction,  en  boissons).  Sur  les  reins  et  k  la  base  des  poumons— 
des  ventouses  scarifi^es,  pour  calmer  I'oppression,  les  injections 
d'ether,  pour  alimenter  la  lactose,  le  lait. 

Lorsque  le  regime  lact4  n'est  plus  necessaire,   les  viandes 
•         blanches,  les  legumes  et  le  Tin  diuretique  de  Trousseau  nous  ont 
rendu  de  reels  services. 

II  serait  tr&s  int^ressant  de  faire  la  patbogenie  aussi  precise 
que  possible  des  nephrites  albumineuses  que  nous  observons  ainsi 
depuis  quelques  annees;  je  le  r^pete — ^I'etablissement  de  labora- 
toires  de  bact^riologie  et  d'analyses  des  aliments  Hquides  et 
solides,  des  medicaments,  est  absolument  necessaire  &  cet  eSet. 
Je  viens  d'observer  k  I'hopital  de  Moka  un  cas  de  nephrite  avec 
Wmaturie  et  albuminiurie  tris  grave.  Le  diagnostic  en  a  6te 
facile ;  le  leune  homme  qui  en  Itait  attaint  m'offrait  les  signes 
habituels  d'oedemes  de  la  face  et  des  membres :  il  6tait  de  plus 
atteint  de  paresie  des  membres  du  cote  droit ;  les  articulations 
du  coude  et  du  genou  droits  6taient  douloureuses  et  tumefi6es,  la 
dyspn6e  etait  grande  avec  toux  fatigante.  Le  coeur  battat  en 
bruit  de  galop,  il  y  avait  pollakiurie,  et  400  grammes  d'urines 
dans  les  24  heures.  Ce  jeune  homme  habitant  Moka,  6tait  alM 
servir  en  ville  pour  le  service  de  la  peste  k  titre  de  garde  special ; 
sans  avoir  6prouve  de  fiivre,  il  a  6te  force  de  quitter  son  service 
pour  venir  se  faire  traiter  a  Moka.  Je  n'ai  observe  chez  lui  aucun 
signe  de  malaria.  II  avait  de  I'hydremie  sans  melanemie,  la 
rate  etait  k  peine  augmentee  de  volume.  J'aurais  bien  voxdu 
pouvoir  faire  la  cause  de  cette  nephrite  albumineuse  et  h6ma- 
turique.  Je  Tai  traitie  en  faisant  plutSt  la  medecine  des  symp- 
tdmes.  Par  la  digitale  a  haute  dose  unie  k  la  scille,  k 
riodure  et  au  bromure,  par  le  regime  lacte,  les  ventouses  sur  les 
reins, — la  cafeine  et  Tether  nitreux,  la  strychnine,  j*ai  pu  61ever 
rapidement  le  taux  urinaire,  calmer  Toppression  et  les  battements 
du  cceur.  Mais  il  m'a  fallu  recourir  bientot  aux  toniques ;  le  vin 
diurfitique,  le  tannin,  Ter^ot  et  Thydrastin — et  menue  le  perch- 
lorur«  de  f  er  dans  du  lait  a  la  dose  de  20  gouttes  de  teinture  par 
jour.  Finalement,  c'est-Ji-dire  apr^s  2  mois  de  traitement,  la 
gu^rison  s'est  effectu^e-  Ce  fut  une  lutte  bien  difficile  pour  moi, 
et,  la  cause  de  cette  n6phrite  inf  ectieuse  me  reste  encore  inconnue : 
pas  de  gonorrh^e,  pas  de  coups  sur  les  reins,  pas  d'alcoolisme,  pas 
de  malaria;  il  ne  me  reste  que  Talimentation  viciee  par  les 
adulterations  des  liquides  et  des  solides,  et  par  la  position  pr6- 
caire  du  gujet. 

Les  albuminurics  malariales  sont  pen  frequentes.  ^  Le  per- 
chlorure  de  f  er  dans  du  lait,  le  vin  de  quinquina  additionn^  de 
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tannin, — r^ussisBent  k  lee  combattre  rajndement.   Plus  rares  sent  MAuiuTingf 
lea  albiuninuries  Byphilitiques  que  le  mercure  et  Tiodure  de        18^9. 
potassium  parviennent  k  gu^rir.    Les  albuminuries  d'origine 
alcoolique,  qui  ne  sont  pas  liees  k  la  cirrhose  atrophique  du  f oie, 
sont  lebelles  et  sujettes  a  recidive. 


D.    DySS£NTES|£S. 

La  dyssenterie  dans  mon  opinion  n'est  pas  une  maladie 
speciale,  c'eet  un  symptome.  Tout  individu  qui  rend  avec  effort 
du  sang,  du  mucus,  est  consid^r6  comme  attaint  de  dyssenterie. 

C^est  la  cause  ^ui  fait  la  maladie,  et  par  suite  le  traitement. 
Les  l^preuz  finissent  par  une  dyssenterie  particuli^re,  les 
Brightiques  souvent,  par  une  dyssenterie  lieut^rique. — ^Les  indi- 
gestions de  fruits  verts  occasionnent  chez  les  enf ants  des  dyssen- 
teries  qui,  negligees  deviennent  putrides  et  contagieuses.  Les 
vers  lombrics  causent  souvent  un  etat  dyssent^rique,  qui  disparait 
avec  un  vermifuge  douz.  Certains  purgatifs  mal  administres 
donnent  lieu  k  une  colite  de  forme  dyssent^rique.  La  syphilis, 
la  malaria,  la  tuberculose  peuvent  creer  des  dyssenteries. 

La  dyssenterie  des  pays  chauds,  k  part  I'analyse  bactSriolo- 
gique  ou  microscopique,  qui  n'est  pas  encore  faite,  se  caracte- 
rise  par  un  6tat  bilieux  manifesto  (alterations  de  la  secretion 
biliaire)  produisant  des  selles  fr6quentes,  trds  acides,  melees  de 
^laires,  de  sang,  de  bile  verte  et  une  diminution  des  mati^res 
SScales. — C'est  cette  forme  causae  par  les  transitions  brusques 
de  temperature  chez  les  personnes  k  predominance  bilieuse  qui 
mfirite  le  mieux  le  nom  de  Dyssenterie— que  nous  traitons  le 
plus  souvent  dans  les  hopitauz  ou  dans  notre  clientele  priv^e. 

Comme  toute  maladie,  elle  est  b^nigne  et  apyr^tique,  grave 
et  febrile, — elle  est  aiguS  ou  chronique. 

A  rh6pital  de  Moka,  il  nous  arrive  rarement  d'avoir  k  traiter 
des  cas  de  dyssenterie  aigue  des  pavs  chauds.  Ce  sont  surtout 
des  chroniques  arrives  au  bord  de  la  tombe  qui  nous  arrivent 
emacies  et  le  plus  souvent  incurables. 

La  dyssenterie  benigne,  apyrStique  est  rapidement  curable 
—deux  ou  trois  doses  de  manne  ou  d'huile  de  palma  mel^e 
d'huile  d'olive  pr^cedees  la  veille  d'une  petite  dose  ae  calomel  et 
de  Poudre  de  Dower  r^ussissent  chez  les  enfants  et  chez  les 
adultes. 

La  dyssenterie  &igne,  avec  fiivre,  et  etat  saburral  trouve  son 
traitement  le  plus  emcace,  dans  I'lpeca  concasse  infuse  la  veille 
dans  20  grammes  d'eau  bouillante  avec  digestion  (4  grammes 
pour  un  adulte).  Le  meme  Ipeca  traite  de  la  meme  manifere 
pendant  4  jours  de  suite,  precede  k  ehaque  fois  du  melange 
calomel  et  Dower.  Le  malade  en  prend  ehaque  matin  1  cuilieree 
k  cafe  de  i  en  i  d'heure.  Le  regime  est  severe.  Bouillon  de 
soupe,  lait  coupe,  tisane  d'orge  et  de  tUges  eeeUa  orientalu. 
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MAUBiTiufi,  Les  Itivements  d'lp^a  laudanis^s  m'ont  rarement  r^ussi.  La 
1^-  djBsenterie  ckronique  a  contre  elle  deux  traitements  de  valeup. 
Les  grands  layements  antiseptiques  de  600  grammes  k  un  litre 
d'eau  chande  iiifus^e  sur  thym,  pour  modifier  T^tat  du  rectum  et 
du  colon.,  le  vin  du  Dr.  Bernard,  produit  par  une  maceration 
dans  du  vin,  d'^corcc^  de  Gfrenade,  de  Quinquma,  de  Simarouba, 
de  B^glisse,  ce  vin  porte  aussi  le  nom  de  vin  du  Dr.  Maillouz — 
3  cuiu^r^es  k  dessert  dans  lee  24  heures ;  Tune  matin,  I'autre 
I'apr^s-midi,  la  troisi^me  le  soir.  Pour  boisson  une  l^g^re  in- 
fusion de  Simarouba — pour  regime  du  bouillon  de  soupe. 

L'autre  traitement  est  celui  de  Linne,  dit  aussi  du  Dr. 
Lagravelle — c'est  TAjiderjoa.  Je  le  donne  sous  la  forme  d'un 
sirop  prepare  pour  adulte  avec  Anderjoa  5  Grammes  (2  Grammes 
50  simplement  pulv^ris^s, — 2  Grammes  50  de  graines  prealable- 
ment  grilles,  et  ensuite  pulveris^es). 

Ces  5  grammes  sont  bouillies  dans  200  grammes  d'eau  reduite 
a  120  grammes  qui  restent  en  digestion  pendant  12  heures.  Le 
Sucre  est  ajout^  pour  faire  par  Ebullition,  60  grammes  de  sirop. 

Le  matin  k  jeun  de  |  en  |  d'beure  1  cuil :  k  dessert  de  ce  sirop 
edulcor6  une  tasse  k  cafe  de  mucilage  lEger  d'arrowroot  addi- 
tionnE  de  0.15  centigrs.  de  magnesie  calcin^e. — ^La  dose  est  de  3 
cuillEr^es  k  dessert  dans  la  matinee.  TJne  heure  aprds  le  malade 
prend  un  premier  repas  et  bouillon  de  soupe  ou  de  viande  bien 
cuite,  de  I'eau  vineuse  pour  boisson. — Deux  beures  aprte  ce 
repas,  il  prend  2  nouvelles  cuiller6es  k  dessert  du  sirop  dans  son 
eau  d'arrowroot  magn&ienne  k  f  d'heure  d'intervalle.  TTne 
heure  apr^  il  fait  son  second  repas.  La  demi^re  cuil :  k  dessert 
est  donn^  dans  la  soiree. 

Le  lait,  les  oeufs  sont  prohib^s  dans  ce  traitement.  L'eau 
vineuse  sort  de  boisson. 

Ces  deux  traitements,  je  le  r^pite,  r^uesissent  menreiUeuae- 
ment  lorsque  le  malade  n'arrive  pas  k  TEtat  putride. 

E. — ^Lbs  Tubehculoses. 

A  I'hdpital  de  Moka,  je  n'ai  eu  k  traiter  cette  ann6e  que  la 
iubereulose  pulmonaire.  Elle  est  tr6s  rfipandue  k  Maurice 
comme  dans  tous  les  pays  ciyilisEs.  Je  I'ai  toujours  consid^rfe 
oomme  Etant  de  nature  exclusivement  contagieuse;  ThEreditE 
ne  doit  gtre  envisag^e  que  comme  cause  prEaisposante,  terrain 
favorable  k  Taction  du  bacille  de  Kock. 

Le  climat  de  Moka,  et  particuli6rement  k  I'hdpital  de  Moka, 
est  contraire  k  6on  traitement. 

La  creation  de  Sanatoria  spEciaux,  oomme  je  I'ai  souvent 
^rit  dans  difE^rents  rapports  officiels  depuis  13  ana,  s'impose  ici 
oomme  danb  tous  les  centres  civilis^. 

Ces  sanatoria  doivent  dtre  choisis  sur  le  littoral  ou  dana  lea 
regions  ElevEes  de  I'De;  selon  la  forme  torpide  ou  aigu@  de  la 
maladie. 
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L'admission  daas  nos '  h6pitatiX|  en  salle  commnne^  d'un  Mx^uBiTiufi, 
tuberculeox  eBt  en  opposition  avec  les  lois  de  Thygiftne.  Depnis  1B99. 
1886>  6poqiie  de  la  creation  de  Thdpital,  j'ai  vu  qnatre  cas  de 
eontage  dxea  nos  infirmiers,  trois  en  sent  morts.  La  mortality 
danft  nos  salles  est  la  rhgle,  si  non  la  loi — contre  les. formes 
aigues,  contre  les  formes  apyr^tiques, — ^nons  ponvons  dans  notre 
service  obtenir  des  ameliorations,  mais  ces  ameliorations  no  peu- 
vent  dtre  <^ue  passag^res;  les  convalescents  nous  quittent  pour 
nous  revenir  ou  s'en  aller  mourir  ailleurs. 

L'aeration  est  le  traitement  de  choix,  bien  difficile  k  mettre 
en  pratique  k  rhdpital  de  Moka. 

Les  applications  eutan6es  de  Gaiacol  et  de  Liniment  d'lode 
aTec  obstacle  k  revaporation  r^ussissent  k  combattre  la  fi^vroi 
juBqu'&  un  certain  point;  les  aperitifs,  les  injections  sous-cu- 
tan^es  d'huile  camphree  cfeosotee  et  morphinee,  les  lavements 
d'huile  cr^osotee,  nous  permettent  quelquefois  d'obtenir  dee 
ameliorations.  Alors,  si  le  malade  pent  s'alimenter  et  se  nourrir 
il  peut  arriver  k  un  etat  trds  satisfaisant.  Mais,  ce  n'est  i>a8 
dans  nos  hdpitaux  o£Sciels  que  nous  pouvons  conduire  ces 
experiences  d'une  maniire  scientifique,  convenable.  Des  sana- 
toria speciaux  sent  necessairee. 

F. — FiEVRE  Typhoide. 

L'hopital  de  Moka  regoit  rarement  des  cas  de  fi^vre  typhoide. — 
En  I'absence  d'un  pavilion  special  pour  les  maladies  conta- 
g^euses,  les  cas  de  fi^vre  typhoide  ne  nous  sent  adressees  que 
par  erreur  de  diagnostic.  La  fifevre  typhoide  est  endemique,  et 
tr^s  rarement  epidemique,  dans  ce  cas,  sous  forme  locale ;  — il  en 
resulte  que  prim&  facie,  le  diagnostic  est  le  plus  souvent 
incertain.  C'est  par  exclusion  que  se  fait  le  plus  souvent  ce 
diagnostic  qui  ne  peut  etre  confirme  par  un  laboratoire  de 
bacteriologie,  deptiis  si  longtemps  reclame  vainement. 

Nous  sommes  done  parfois  dans  la  necessite  de  recevoir,  et  de 
traiter  des  cas  de  fifevre  t3rphoide  a  Thopital. 

Heureusement,la  prophylaxie  en  est  facile, — et  en  ayant  soin  de 
f  aire  uriner,  dans  des  vases  contenant  du  lait  de  chaux,  de  traiter 
de  memo  les  selles,  d'exercer  une  grande  surveillance  sur  les 
draps,  les  linges,  etc.  nous  n'avons  jamais  vu  la  propagation  de 
cette  pyrexie  k  bacilles  dans  notre  hopital.  Prise  a  temps,  la 
fi^vre  '^rphoide  k  Maurice,  traitee  avec  une  grande  sollicitude, 
guerit  dans  I'immense  majorite  des  cas.  Si  nous  n'avons  pas 
encore  de  serum  ou  de  speoifique,  nous  possedons  du  moins  dans 
I'usage  attentif,  experimental,  des  antiseptiques  et  des  anti- 
thermiques,  des  armes  de  combat  reellement  efficaces. 

Au  commencement  de  cette  annee,  k  I'hdpital  mSme,  j'ai  ete 
appeie  k  remplacer  la  balneotherapie  par  des  applications  de 
Gaiacol,  anti-thermique  par  sudation,  qui  prudemment  applique, 
n'agit  ni  sur  le  coBur,  ni  sur  les  reins.  Le  Gaiacol  vaut  la  peine 
d'etre  experimente,  ainsi  qu'il  resulte  des  succ6s  qu'il  m'a 
toujours  donnes. 

(202  Q 
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HAumiTiu%      Depuis  18  mois,  j'avaiB  obtenu  contre  la  ftiTie  des  tubercu- 
1899.       leux,  &  I'aide  de  badigeonnages  de  Liniment  d'lode,  et  d'huile 

de  Galacoly  en  ayant  Boin  d'en  prevenir  T^vaporation  par  I'appli- 

catLon  d'nne  feuille  v^g^tale,  tine  Budation  proportionnte  au 
nombre  de  gouttes  employees,  et  au  degr^  thermoinetrique  et 
par  Buite  une  bypothermie  favorable  au  malade  et  k  r^Yolution 
du  mal.  Au  moiB  de  Janvier  dernier  un  enfant  de  11  ana  fut 
envoys  k  I'bdpital  par  le  dispensaire  des  Pailles,  dans  un  £iat 
miB^rable.  II  6tait  malade  depuis  deux  BemaineB  environ,  F^ma^ 
ciation  £tait  notable :  la  fi^vre  oBcillait  entre  38^  5  et  39^  5,  le 
ventre  6tait  m^ttoris^,  et  le  tympanisme  6tait  p^riton^;  lea 
douleurs  abdominales  ^taient  vives,  il  avait  des  vomisBements 
fr^uentfly  la  langue  sfeche  et  vermisB^;  le  pouls  6tait  petit  et 
rapide.  Les  urines  albumineuses.  Force  mo  fut  de  combattre 
leB  douleurB  et  les  vomisBements  par  des  injections  hypodermi- 
ques  de  cblorbydrate  de  morphine;  et  k  d6faut  de  renseigne- 
ments,  comme  Tenfant  toussait,  je  cms  k  une  p^ritonite  tuber- 
culeuse;  je  fis  un  badigeon  de  10  gouttes  de  Gaiacol  sur  I'abdo- 
men,  et  par  dcBsuSi  une  application  de  collodion  iodof  orm^  I  Tin 
quart  d'heure  apr^  I'enf  ant  transpira  abondamment,  la  tempera- 
ture de  39^  5  tomba  k  37^  5.  Ainsi  calm6,  il  put  garder  du 
s^rum  artificiel  (eau  additionnto  de  chlorure  de  sodium  a  7  pour 
1,000),  additionn^e  d'un  blanc  d'oBuf  pour  100  grammes  de  serum. 

J'euB  it  lutter  ainsi  pendant  4  ou  6  jours,  k  Taide  d*ime  ou 
deux  injections  d'un  centigramme  de  morphine,  et  de  deux  rj/pli* 
cations  de  Gktlacol  reconvert  de  collodion  iodoform^,  di^te  bydri- 
que,  albumineuse  et  cblorurfe  sodique  bientot  aid^e  par  de 
petites  doses  de  lait  additionn^  d'eau  de  cbaux.  Le  m£t6orisme 
disparut,  les  vomissements  cess^rent,  la  fi6vre  se  modera,  les 
urines  devinrent  normales.  Je  croyais,  dis-je,  it  tin  cas  de  p6ri- 
tonite  tuberculeuse,  en  voie  de  gpi^rison.  Quand  arriverent  en 
memo  temps  k  Tbopital  la  soeur  du  petit  malade  et  deux  jeunes 
frferes,  tons  trois  manifestement  atteints  depuis  cinq  jours  de 
fi^vre  typbolde. 

Evidemment  le  petit  Dawood  etait  atteint  depuis  14  jours  d'une 
fiivre  ent^rique  avec  perforation  intestinale. 

Immediatement  je  commen^ai  sur  les  trois  enfants,  la  aoeur 
agee  de  13  ans,  les  deux  fr^res  9  et  7  ans  le  traitement  suivant :  — 
Pendant  3  soirs  calomel  et  Dower  aa  0.10  centigrs.  Hydrate  de 
chloral  0.60  S  1  gramme  dans  de  Torge  pour  favoriser  le  sommeil ; 
chaque  matin  un  16ger  Beidlits  dans  du  caf6,  avec  0.10  centigrs. 
de  citrate  de  cafeine,  0.20  a  0.30  centigrs.  de  Sulfate  de  Quinine. 
Centre  les  ^16vations  thermiques  1  &  2  applications  d'huile  de 
Gaiacol  sur  I'abdomen — 7  k  14  gouttes,  sous  feuille  v^g^tale  pour 
empecher  T^vaporation,  et  produire  au  bout  de  15  minutes  une 
sudation  suffisante  pour  abaisser  la  temperature  de  2  degr^.  Si 
la  transpiration  6tait  trop  grande,  j'administrai  un  grog  au  rhum. 
Chaque  soir  je  faisais  Tantisepsie  intestinale  au  moyen  d'une 
dose  de  Benzo-Naphthol  et  de  Salicylate  de  Bismuth  aa  0.25 
centigrs;  et  j'administrai  un  grand  lavement  de  600  grammes 
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d'infusion  de  thjni  k  temperature  de  20^  a  22^  Centigr.  Au  MAUBiTtvir 
14me.  jour  de  la  maladie  sous  TinflueiLce  de  cette  medication,  la  1B99. 
temp&ature  vesp6rale  pathologique  varia  eutre  38°  2  et  38°  5. — 
Die  le  16me.  jour,  je  n'eus  plus  besoin  de  recourir  au  Gaiacol. 
En  continuant  le  meme  traitement— du  bouillon  de  soupe,  un 
peu  de  vin  de  Quinouina,  et  des  lavements  frais  de  thym  en 
B^rum  artificiel,  la  a6fervescence  s'aecentua  pendant  la  3me. 
semaine,  au  21me.  jour,  sommeil,  selles,  temperature,  urines — 
tout  etait  k  retat  normaL 

II  ne  me  resta  plus  qu'k  suivre  leur  regime  alimentaire  pen- 
dant la  4me.  semaine,  au  bout  de  laquelle  ils  etaient  tons  trois, 
gueris,  x)endant  que  Dawood  engraissait  et  se  f ortifiait  k  vue  d'oeil, 

Dans  le  courant  de  cette  ann^e  j'ai  re^u  encore  deux  enfants 
atteints  de  fi^vre  typho'ide — ^le  ler.  age  de  5  ans,  soumis  au 
traitement  precedent  a  fait  14  jours  de  fievre,  le  2me.  age  de  16 
ans  arrive  au  12me.  jour,  a  fait  en  tout  20  jours  de  maladie. 

n  m*a  ete  donne  de  traiter  encore  quelques  cas  de  lifevre 
typhoSde — lo.  chez  une  dame  de  49  ans,  2o.  chez  un  adulte  de 
36  ans  et  enfin  chez  un  jeune  homme  de  19  ans,  et  j'ai  eu  a  me 
louer  de  I'usage  du  Gaiacol  comme  anti-thermique  par  sudation, 
et  comme  modificateur  des  urines  albumineuses. 

Le  point  essentiel,  comme  d'ailleurs  a  I'aide  du  traitement  pap 
I'eau  froide,  est  de  savior  I'appliquer,  thermom^tre  en  mains,  k' 
doses  proportionnees,  selon  la  maniere  dont  la  fievre^  se  defend. 

Bien  que  diminuant  le  taux  des  urines,  leur  donnant  parfois 
une  coloration  leeerement  brune  ou  verdatre,  le  Gaiacol  comme 
je  I'ai  dit  ne  produit  jamais  d'albuminurie,  il  j  a  mieux,  il  fait 
disparait're  I'albumine  des  urines.  Pour  remplacer  Teau  perdue 
par  la  transpiration,  par  les  evacuations  alvines,  il  existe  un 
moyen  precieux,  c'est  le  lavement  frais  antiseptique,  et  conte- 
nant  du  cUorure  de  sodium  dans  la  proportion  du  serum 
artificiel. 

H  pent  arriver  que  pendant  le  traitement  au  Gaiacol,  les 
malades  reprennent  la  nfevre  avec  un  frisson  plus  ou  moins  in- 
tense. Ce  n'est  pas  une  raison  pour  en  suspendre  Temploi.  On 
rechauffe  alors  le  malade  avec  des  couvertures,  des  bouteilles 
dhaudes,  et,  on  applique  le  Gaiacol  a  moindre  dose  aussitot  le 
retour  du  stade  de  chaleur. 

Yoici  quel  est  depuis  le  commencement  de  cette  annee  mon 
traitement  systematique  de  la  fiivre  typhoide  avec  le  Gaiacol  au 
Ueu  de  la  balneotherapie. 

Sitot  la  fievre  typhoide  constatee ;  le  calomel  la  nuit  comme 
antiseptique  intestinal  (le  mercure  d'apres  Widal  et  Chantemesse 
etant  mortel  pour  le  bacile  d'Eberth).  Le  calomel  est  donne  k 
la  dose  de  0.06  k  0.12  cent,  en  2  ou  3  prises.     Si  agitation,  et 
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Mauritius,  insomnie  Thydrate  de  chloral.  Le  matin  suivant,  si  etat  nauseeux 
1^«  et  langue  saburrale,  un  Ipeca  a  dose  vomitive,  le  jour  suivant  de 
rhuile  de  palma,  le  3me.  jour  un  Seidlitz.  Traitement  des  3 
premiers  jours — ^pour  boisson  le  jour,  orge,  limonade  vineuse  au 
JU8  de  citron — ^pour  regime,  lait — bouillon  de  soupe  leger,  chaque 
apr6s-midi  un  melange  de  Benzo-Naphtol  et  de  Salicylate  aa 
0.25  aa  0.50. 

Le  Gtiiacol  est  administr6  h  jeun,  apres  Teffet  du  pur^atif, 
en  ^outtes  sur  le  ventre  ou  sur  la  poitrine,  avec  ou  sans  nuile 
d'olive  en  ayant  soin  de  recouvrir  immediatement  la  partie  huilee 
d'une  f euille  vegetale  ou  d'une  pi^e  de  taffetas  gomme.  La  dose 
premiere  est  de  10  gouttes  pour  adulte.  La  sudation  se  pro- 
duisant  au  bout  d'J  d'heure,  on  ajoute  de  5  en  5  gouttes  de  15  en 
15  minutes,  jusqa'&  effet  prodidt. 

Lorsque  le  malade  est  rafraicbi  par  la  sudation,  un  grog 
cbaud  au  rhum  lui  est  administre,  et  s'il  se  refroidit,  je  lui  fais 
mettre  des  bouteilles  ckaudes  aux  extremites  qui  sont  friction- 
n6es.  La  temperature  baisse  ordinairement  de  deux  degr^s. 
Dfes  que  le  thermometre  remonte — avec  ou  sans  frisson  initial, — 
au  dessus  de  38^  5,  le  Gai'acol  est  reapplique  en  se  conformant 
aux  regies  pr^c^dentes,  pendant  8  jours, — ^il  arrive  d'avoir  a  se 
servir  du  Ga'iacol,  deux  a  trois  fois  par  24  heures.  Je  ne  I'ai  ap- 
plique a  rhopital  que  2  fois  dans  la  joum^e.  Ne  medicamentant 
les  malades  la  nuit  que  pour  favoriser  le  sommeil,  c'est  a  un 
melange  de  chloral  et  de  morphine  que  je  m'adresse  au  besoin, 
pendant  tout  le  cours  de  la  fievre,  je  donne  le  matin  un  l^ger 
Deidlitz,  et  une  petite  dose  de  sulfate  de  quinine  dans  du  caf6 ; 
si  le  coBur  semble  faible  et  meme  pour  favoriser  la  diurfese  j'y 
ajoute  du  citrate  de  cafeine  de  0.10  k  0.20  centigrs.  et  parfois  le 
8oir  je  donne  0.03  de  sulfate  de  sparteine  pour  tenir  le  coeur  en 
tension. 

n  m'est  arriv^  chez  quelques  malades,  meme  en  I'absence  de 
toute  influence  malaride  d'avoir  avant  la  reprise  de  la  fievre, 
un  violent  frisson.  Le  Benzoate  d^Ammoniaque,  I'acetate  d'am- 
moniaque  liquide,  avec  du  rhum  unis  h  des  couvertures  chaudes, 
ont  fait  disparaitre  cette  p^nible  sensation  de  froid. 

Parmi  mes  malades  k  Thopital,  je  n'ai  pas  observe  d'he- 
morrhagie  intestinale.  Dans  ma  clientele  privee,  che^  un 
malade  vu  pour  la  premifere  fois  au  21me  jour,  atteint  J'hemor- 
rhagie  intestinale,  j'ai  appliqu^  le  Gai'acol  avec  succ^s,  les  com- 
presses froides  sur  le  ventre,  les  injections  d'Ergotine ;  d'Hydras- 
tis,  TErgot  et  THammamelis  combines  k  Tint^rieur,  ont  fait 
disparaitre  la  crise  hemorrhagique. 

C'est  au  lait  de  chaux  dans  les  vases  qui  resolvent  les  matiires 
€xcr6mentitielles  que  je  m'adresse  pour  la  prophylaxie  de  la 
£fevre  typho'ide  dans  le  voisinage.     line  propret^  excessive  den 
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malades  et  des  linges  est  riffoureusement  faite. — Neanmoins,  MATTBiTici^ 
j'eBtime  que  les  cas  fiivre  tyimoide,  ne  doivent  pas  etre  trait^s        1^- 
en  salle  commune. 

O.  Alcoolisice. 

En  dehon  des  albummurie»— dont  nous  avons  cru  trouver 
r^tiologie  dans  ralcoolisme  et  surtout  dans  les  boissons  alcooli- 
ques  adult^r^es  dont  I'lle  Mauirice  abonde — ^par  suite  de 
Tabsence  d'un  laboratoire  spteial,  ainsi  que  nous  Tavons  etabli,— 
nous  avons  k  traiter  dans  noe  hopitauz  des  alterations  du  f  oie  qui 
n'ont  pour  cause  que  Taloool. 

1^.  La  cirrbose  atropbique;  2°.  I'bfipatite  avec  predomi- 
nance de  rei6ment  sanguin,  3^.  I'bepatite  aveo  predominance  de 
reiement  graisseux^  ces  deux  demi^res  formea  atteiguent  de 
preference  les  marins  Europeens  qui  viennent  mourir  a  I'bopital 
avec  un  etat  gastrique  rebelle  k  tout  traitement. 

La  cin*bose  atropbique,  incurable,  lorsqu'elle  k  atteint  un 
degre  trfes  avance  de  marasme  avec  ascites  tr^s  avances,  peut  etre 
provisoirement  du  moins  guerie,  lorsque  le  malade  se  presente 
pour  la  premiere  fois,  mSme  k  la  i)eriode  ascitique. 

Dans  le  premier  caa  lorsque  la  nutrition  est  devenue  impos<* 
sible,  o'est  la  mort,  k  ecbeance  plua  ou  moins  eioignee,  en  depit 
des  paracenteses  multiples. — Dans  le  second  cas,  voici  la  medi* 
cation  qui  m'a  le  mieuz  reussi :  en  20  jours  de  traitement 
systematique,  j'ai  obtenu  une  guerison ;  au  moins  momentanee, 
et  que  je  vais  resumer  ici. 

Begime — viz,  pain,  legumes,  lait  1.25  centil.  1  OBuf. — Medi- 
caments :  — cbaque  nuit  1  pilule  de  0.06  centigrs :  de  calomel  et 
0.06  centigrs :  de  Dower — ^Tisane  orge  nitree  0.60  centigrs :  par 
3  verres. — 2  fois  la  semaine  pendant  la  premiere  semaine  0.50 
centigrs.  de  Scammonee,  et  pendant  20  jours  entre  9  beures  du. 
matin  et  5  beiires  du  soir  une  potion  contenant  Digitale  30  gout- 
tes,  Etber  nitreuz  2  grammes,  lodure  de  potassium  1  gramme» 
pour  60  grammes  d'eau,  en  3  doses,  pendant  le  jour.  Au  bout 
du  20me.  jour,  j 'avals  2  litres  d'urines  par  24  beures,  1  selle 
normale — et  la  disparition  de  toute  trace  d^bydropisie.  Le 
malade  fut  alors  soumis  pendant  7  jours  avant  sa  sortie,  k  un 
regime  different— c'est-i-dire  du  bcBuf  au  lieu  de  lait,  puis  au 
regime  de  Creole  normal.    II  etait  parf  aitement  bien  k  sa  sortie. 


Nous  n'avons  eu  en  fait  d'operation  cbirurgicale,  qu'une 
amputation  de  la  jambe,  cbez  un  indien,  k  la  suite  d'un  ecrase- 
ment  irremediable  du  pied  par  une  roue  de  wagon.  Get  bomme 
est  arrive  trop  tard  k  rbdpital,  c'est-Ji-dire  20  beures  aprfes  Tacci- 
dent, — dej&,  en  proie  k  une  pbiebite  du  membre  lese.  Cependant 
noui  lui  avons  fait  I'amputation,  mais,  bien  que  Toperation  ait 
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Mauritius,  6i6  des  plus  simpleB,  Bans  perte  de  sang^  et  en  Tabsence  du 
1899.        chloroforme  puisque  le  malade  etait  trop  faible,  il  a  Buccomb^ 
12  henreB  apr^s. 

En  dehors  de  la  phlebite,  cet  bomme  avail  un  cancer  deja 
avance  de  Testomac  (autopsie). 


EnTERITE  CHEZ  LE8  EnFANTS,  AtHREPSIES. 

NouB  avona  enregiBtr^  pluBieurs  d^eds  cbez  leB  enfanta  atteints 
de  Lieut^rie,  Buite  d'athrepBie,  le  plus  Bouvent  caiiB^es  par  la 
misere.  Quand  les  enfants  arrivent  k  V6iai  sign,  le  collodion 
iode  BUT  le  ventre,  la  di6te  bydrique  (B^rum  artificiel  albumineux) 
lavements  de  B^rum  additionn^B  d'elizir  par^gorique  nous  ont 
rapidement  i^UBBi;  mais  boub  la  forme  cbronique.  Je  n*ai 
obtenu  de  r6sultat  favorable  qu'avec  des  bouletteB  de  viande 
crue  aBBaiBonn^es  de  Bel  de  cuisine,  et  en  favorisant  la  digestion 
k  Taide  dn  sirop  de  lait  de  papaye  dans  une  ean  l^g^rement 
alcaline.  Le  sirop  de  lait  de  papaye  se  prepare  h  l/dme,  lait  de 
papaye  fraicbement  obtenu  par  scarification  des  fruits  verts,  et 
battu  intimement  avec  le  sirop.  Ge  sirop  doit  etre  donn6  dans 
un  v6bicule — eau  additionn^e  d'eau  de  cbaux;  pris  pur,  il 
exciterait  des  vomissements.  Le  lait  de  papaye  agit  ainsi  comme 
la  papaine,  jouissant  d'une  puissance  digestive  admirable. 
Depuis  15  ans  que  je  Tadministre  ainsi,  j'en  ai  toujours  obtenu 
des  effets  sup^rieurs  k  ceux  que  donne  la  pepsine  pure. 

La  tridigestine  (pepsine,  pancreatine  et  diastase)  est  d'une 
preparation  trop  instable.  Elle  ne  se  conserve  pas  dans  notre 
€limat. 

I.  Anemie. 

Dans  les  cas  d'an^mie  malariale,  avec  hydi^mie^  m^lan^mie, 
en  dehors  du  chlorhydrate  de  quinine,  qui  s'assimile  mieux  que 
tous  les  autres  sels  de  quinine,  le  perchlorure  de  f  er  dans  du  lait 
m'a  donn6  des  r^Bidtats  qui  valent  la  peine  d'etre  connus. 

TTn  enfant  de  deux  ans  pent  prendre  30  gouttes  de  perchlorure 
de  fer  par  jour  en  3  doses  dans  du  lait,  qui  se  trouble  il  est  vrai, 
mais  la  digestion  en  est  f  acilitee,  au  point  que  la  constipation 
iouvent  fait  place  k  la  diarrh^e.  Chez  une  f emme  d'une  trentaine 
d'ann^es,  j'ai  ainsi  obtenu  une  veritable  resurrection.  G'est  a 
mon  avis  le  meilleur  moyen  de  f aire  aasimiler  le  fer. 


I.  Desicatosbs. 

Elles  sent  communes  k  Maurice.    Elles  peuvent  se  diviser  en 
syphilitiquesy  Art^ritiques,  parasitaires. 

Syphilitiquesi  elles  relivent  des  agents  8p6oifique8. 
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Arthritiqu6B,  elles  sont  produites  par  les  ingesta  cheas  dee  MAtrRiTios^ 
natures  pr^diBpostes — elles  sont  alors  trte  lentes  k  ae  modifier.       1899. 
C^est  par  le  regime  lacte,  les  benzoates  de  Soude  et  de  lithine, 
nne  aumentation  de  pain,  de  riz,  de  l^gmnes,  de  lait,  de  Tolaille. 
Le    cabriy    les    Tiandes    ferment^eSy    le  poisson   doivent    Stre 
proBcrits. 

Parasitaires,  elles  sont  tres  rares.  Je  n'ai  jamais  vu  dans  mon 
service  h  rhopital  de  Moka,  im.  cas  de  gale  (Acarus  Seabici). 
Mais  de  Fecthjrma  aux  mains  et  aux  pieds, — assez  souvent  et,  la 
projpret^y  rbnonient  jaune  de  mercnre,  les  lavages  a  la  solution  de 
Bi-iodure  k  1/5,000  donnent  de  bons  risultats. 

J'administre  le  soufre  h  Tintirieur,  0.50,  matin  et  soir.  Sous 
rinfluence  de  cette  medication  anti-parasitaire,  I'ecthyma  gu6rit 
en  10  jours  (moyenne). 

Dn.  EuG.  VINSON,  M.D. 
15  Janvier  1900. 
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Mauriiius,      Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths  in  1899  in  Public 
1899. 
—  Hospitals,  Mauritius. 


Yearlj 

r  Total. 

Diseases. 

Remarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

GENRRAri  DISEASES— 

PUgue 

... 

66 

32 

Small-pox      

... 

— 

— 

Chicken-pox 

... 

3 

— 

Meaalea          

... 

— 

— 

Typhns          

... 

— 

Dengue          

... 

— 

— 

Inflnenn       

... 

783 

36 

Diphtheria     

... 

2 

— 

Febrioola       

... 

6 

— 

Enterio  Ferer           

... 

26 

6 

Cholera         

... 

— 

— 

Dysentery      •••        ...        ... 

••• 

606 

106 

Yellow  Ferer 

... 

— 

— 

Malarial  Ferer— 

(a.)  Intermittent 

••• 

3,969 

109 

(5.)  Remittent     

... 

184 

1 

(c.)  PemiflionB  B. 

... 

49 

8 

Bryaipelaa      

••. 

46 

6 

Pynmia         

••• 

2 

2 

Septionmta    ...        ...        ••• 

... 

8 

6 
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Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths-— cont. 


Yearly  Total. 

DiBeases. 

Remarks 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

<GsNSBA.L  Diseases — cont. 

Tetanus         

••• 

••. 

9 

4 

Tubercle        

••• 

... 

67 

12 

Leprosy — 

(a.)  Tubercular    .,. 

... 

... 

7 

1 

(6.)  Anssthetic    ... 

••. 

... 

5 

— 

Yaws 

••• 

... 

— 

— 

Syphilis— 

(a.)  Primary 

.•• 

••• 

213 

4 

(h.)  Secondary 

... 

..• 

146 

4 

(c.)  Inherited       ... 

••• 

... 

ao 

1 

-Gonorrhoea    

••• 

••• 

139 

— 

Hydrophobia 

••• 

••• 

— 

— 

43cur7y           .••        ..« 

.•• 

... 

— 

— 

Alcoholism     

... 

••• 

20 

— 

Delirium  tremens     ... 

..• 

••• 

4 

—- 

Rheumatism 

••• 

••• 

505 

4 

Rheumatic  fever 

... 

... 

— 

— 

'Oout   ••«        •••        ... 

... 

••• 

r-. 

— 

New  growth,  non-malignant 

••• 

38 

1 

New  growth,  malignant 

•** 

46 

8 

Aniemia         •••        .•• 

••• 

322 

17 

••• 

24 

7 

Diabetes  insipidus    ... 

••• 

2 

— 

Debility         

... 

504 

80 

-Other  diseases 

••• 

539 

33 

MaURITI08» 

1899. 
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^m^                      ^'*""*  "^  i)««a»«  and  Deaths—eont. 

Yearly  TotaL 

T^intHiflOi- 

1>          ■ 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

LOCAL  DISEASES— 

D18BA8B8  or  THE  Nbbyoub  Stbtbm— 

DiMHses  of  the  Nerves— 

SubHBeotion  1— 

Neuritis         

5 

.. 

Meningitis     ... 

19 

11 

.      Myelitis         

41 

6 

Hydrocephalus         

1 

-i. 

Encephalitis 

^ 

•. 

Abscess  of  Brain      

^ 

.. 

Congestion  of  Brain 

.  39 

17 

SubHsection  2— 

Functional  Nervous  Disorders-* 

• 

Apoplexy       

22 

12 

Paralysis        

46 

4 

Chorea           

4 

1 

Bpilepty         

.202 

5 

Neuralgia       

123 

» 

Hysteria 

6 

.» 

flub-section  3— 

Mental  Diseases— 

i^ocy 

14 

..    — .. 

Mania 

se 

..    «» 

Melancholia 

23 

«« 

Dementia       

20 

^s 

Delusional  Lisanity 

4 
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Return  of  Diseases 

and  Death 

i^^cont. 

Mauitios, 
1899. 

Yearly 

Total.        1 

Diseases. 

t 

Remarks. 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

LOOAL  DiBIABIB— eont. 

DiNMes  of  the  Eye 

252 

— 

M                 M             E*' 

39 

— 

If         >f       Nose          

7 

— 

„         „        Circulatory   Systen 

I            217 

57 

„          „        Respiratory  Systen 

i         1,902 

257 

H         n       Digestive  System .. 

1,001 

105 

,,         „       Lymphatic    Systen 

I            298 

7 

^         „        nriuu7  System    .. 

330 

53 

„         ,,        Geaeratire  System- 

- 

Male  Organs      ... 

240 

2 

Female  „ 

132 

3 

„         „       Ornns  of 

Locomotion 

141 

4 

„         „       Gellalar  Tissue 

536 

9 

M         n       Skin 

666 

1 

Injories,  General         

73 

3 

•f       I-ooal 

908 

10 

Snrgieal  Operations     

400 

11 

Malformationi 

— 

— 

Foisona  •••        •••        •••       a»*        •%* 

5 

— 

Parasitei. 

86 

1 

16,187 

1,064 
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NE6EI    SEMBILAN. 


REPORT  ON  THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT,  1899. 

(Extract.) 

I.— General. 

1.  The  year  was  unmarked  hj  any  important  epidemic  and 
there  has  been  less  mortality  than  usual. 

Vital  Statutici. 

2.  The  registration  of  births  and  deaths  of  immigrants  and 
emigrants  is  as  yet  far  from  perfect,  so  that  it  is  impossible  to 
form  any  accurate  estimate  of  these  important  factors. 

3.  In  estimating  the  population  to-day,  starting  from  the 
census  of  1891,  many  gaps  occur  in  the  returns  which  haye  to  be 
filled  in  by  probable  averages  gathered  from  later  sources.  But 
I  think  that  the  estimate  of  population,  which  I  have  carefully 
worked  out,  in  this  manner,  will  be  found  fairly  close  to  the 
reality,  when  that  becomes  determinable  by  a  fresh  census. 
Moreover,  the  general  conclusions  which  may  be  drawn  from  a 
survey  of  the  tables  are  such  that  their  general  truth  will  not  be 
vitiated  by  even  a  large  margin  of  error. 

4.  The  total  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  Negri  Sembilan 
thus  estimated,  was  on  1st  January,  1899,  77,883,  and  had 
increased  by  the  end  of  the  year  to  83,598,  chiefly  through 
immigration  of  coolies,  four-fifths  of  whom  are  Chinese. 

Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

5.  The  number  of  deaths  recorded  exceeded  the  births,  the 
former  being  rated  at  24  and  the  latter  at  26  per  thousand  living. 
So  bald  a  statement  affecting  a  mixed  population,  of  which  the 
different  sections  live  and  labour  under  widely  different  conditions, 
of  course  conveys  an  impression  which  is  far  from  representing 
our  true  vital  statistics. 
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I  hare  therefore  compiled  tables  (in  appendix)  which  show  the      Nbobi 
mean  rates  of  birth  and  death,  and  the  proportion  contributed  to   Sbmbxlan, 
the  total  number  of  both  these  factors  for  each  different  section       ^^^ 
of  the  population;  and  also  the  relatiye  proportions  in  which 
each  seeb  admission  to  hospital,   as    giving    some    index   of 
prevailing  sickness-rates. 

Births. 

6.  From  these  tables  it  may  be  gathered  that  natural  growth 
of  population  is  provided  wholly  by  the  Malays,  the  births  among 
whom  constitute  more  than  nine-tenths  of  all  births  recorded,  the 
mean  rate  being  34  per  thousand.  The  births  contributed  by  all 
other  races  were  insignificant  in  number,  and  the  rates  shown  for 
Eurasians  and  Indians  are  surprisingly  low  (15  and  13  per  mille, 
respectively). 

Deathi. 

7.  The  mean  rate  for  the  country  (26  per  thousand  of  all 
persons  living)  is  by  no  means  excessive,  and  is  exceeded 
constantly  by  that  of  several  European  countries,  and  (at  the 
moment  1  write)  by  that  of  London  and  many  other  parts  of 
England,  the  Straits  Settlements  also.  It  will  be  objected  that 
complete  registration  would  show  a  graver  rate ;  but  even  were 
so  large  a  proportion  as  (say)  quarter  of  all  deaths  to  go 
unrecorded,  the  rate  would  still  be  more  satisfactory  than  woiud 
be  expected  in  a  malarious  tropical  country. 

8.  The  mean  rates  for  each  race  are : — Europeans  and 
Eurasians  three,  Malays  24,  Chinese  27,  Indians  68,  and  ^*  other 
races'*  126  deaths  per  thousand  persons  living.  Inaccuracy  of 
descriptions  renders  it  possible  that  the  first  and  last  of  these 
rates  are  very  erroneous ;  but  the  latter  section  includes  large 
numbers  of  «i  avanese,  whose  employment,  generally  on  earth 
operations,  exposes  them  greatly  to  fever,  to  which  they  are,  I 
think,  unusually  susceptible. 

9.  The  rate  among  Chinese  is  high,  considering  that  it  refers 
to  a  population  of  young  male  adults,  mostly  selected  (as  sinkehs) 
for  their  physical  fitness. 

10.  That  the  rate  among  Malays  should  be  so  low  as  24  per 
mille,  nearly  one  third  less  than  the  birth-rate,  is  very  satis- 
factory. These  people  obtain,  as  they  seek,  practically  no  medical 
relief  at  the  han^  of  the  Government,  preferring  their  own — it 
is  needless  to  say,  generally  inefficacious — m^caments.  To 
compare  them  with  the  Chinese,  probably  at  least  half  the  deaths 
shoidd  be  deducted  as  occurring  either  in  children  who  are  under, 
and  older  persons  who  are  over,  the  average  limits  of  age  of  the 
latter  race.  The  death-rate  of  Malay  males  taken  of  the  same 
averi^e  age  as  with  the  Chinese  population,  would  then  be 
probably  about  12  per  mille,  or  less  than  half  that  of  the 
Chinese. 
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Nbori  11.  Indians  (Tamils)  exhibit  the  severest  rate -of  mortaUtj)'  68 

Sbmbilan  per  thousand.  This  is  due,  as  1  think,  tb  the  initial  fact  of 
1899.  inferior  physique  ;•  to  their  custom  of -stinting  themselves  iq^jood 
to  «aye  money ;  and  very  largely  to  the  fact  that  they  neg]»ct 
the  one  proYisibn  against  incurring  malaria,  which  is  constantly 
used  by  every  other  section  of  tiie  population,  viz.,  the* -ude  o£ 
the  mosquito  curtain.  Their  death-rate  from  malaria  is  thrice 
much  higher  than  that  of  any  other  nationality. 

12.  I  believe-  that  regulations  might  be  \isefully  jpfiA^  by 
Government  to  protect  the  Tamil  by  0rttentioiii  to  th^s^J^wo  aimB^ 
viz.,  the  provision  for  them  unive;:sally  by  their  emplpyers  of 
cooked  rations,  of  course  as  part  pay^  and  insistence  upon  th,e  use 
of  mosquito  curtains.  If-  somewhat  arbitrary,  these  meaisures 
would  be  those  of  sound  hygiene,  justifiable  in  the  interests  of  all 
parties  concerned.  :, 

13.  The  Tamil,  at  present  forming  barely  one>fortieth  of  the 
population,  furnishes  thrice  that  proportion  of  deaths,  and  one 
quarter  of  all  admissions  to  the  hospitals.  Though  the  actual 
number  of  Tamils  admitted  to  hospital  during  the  year  (1,926)  is 
not  in  itself  large,  the  sickness-rate  which  it  represeints  is 
enormous,  being  513  admissions  to  hospital  for  every  1,000 
Tamils  living. 

14.  Among  Chinese,  who  furnish  nearly  three-fourths  of  all 
the  patients  in  hospital,  the  admission-rate  is  1 1 6  per  thousand. 

15.  Among  Europeans  and  Eurasians  it  is  12. 

16.  Among  Malays  one  per  mille,  or  practically  nil. 


Causes  of  Death, 

17.  These,  as  given  in  the  Police  Returns,  are  exhibited  in 
Table  E.  The  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  this  table  are 
supported  by  that  which  shows  the  chief  causes  of  mortality 
occurring  in  the  hospitals.    (See  Resident's  report.  Appendix  G.) 

18.  But  there  may  be  gathered  from  this  table  (and  the  charts* 
made  from  it)  some  conclusions  which  would  not  appear  from 
hospital  statistics.     Dealing  with  deaths,    as  reported  to  the 

Slice,  it  is  seen,  then,  that  out  of  every  thousand,  606  are  among 
alays,  327  Chinese,  60  Tamils,  5  "  other  nationalities."  And 
this  agrees  fairly  well  with  the  estimated  relative  proportions  of 
ihe  population  contributed  by  the  same  races  ;  except  that  the 
Indians,  who  contribute  60  deaths,  form  only  23  out  of  every 
1,000  of  population. 

19.  While  the  death-rate  cannot  be  accuratelv  reckoned,  as 
the  exact  population  is  unknown,  the  results  of  analysing  the 

*  Not  printed. 
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deaths  actually  recorded  are  both  reliable  and  instructive.     They       Nmhi 
may  be  summarised  thus  : —  ^"TftOQ^*' 

(a)  Deaths  occurring  are  fairly  equally  reported  by  all        -:::-.' 
the  different  races. 

(b)  The  principal  ascribed  causes  of  death  are  feyer, 
next,  dysentery  and  diarrhoea ;  these  two  together  account  for 
more  than  half  of  the  deaths;  beri*beri  accounts  for  one- 
tenth;  pulmonary,  infantile,  and  other  diseases  for  the 
remainder. 

(c)  Among  the  Chinese,  feyer  account  for  nearly  373 
per  thousand  of  all  deaths,  among  Malays  for  267  per 
thousand,  among  Indians  448. 

(d)  Dysentery  and  diarrhoea  account  for  234  per 
thousand  deaths  among  Chinese,  225  among  Malays,  330 
amongst  Indians. 

(e)  Beri-beri  accounts  for  62  deaths  per  1,000  among 
Chinese,  but  for  140  among  Malays^  and  15  only  (2  deaths) 
among  Tamils.  This  obseryation  will  astonish  many  who 
are  accustomed  to  see  beri-beri  only  among  the  Chinese  in 
our  hospitals.  But  the  Malay  is  yery  susceptible  to  beri-* 
beri,  and  although,  as  he  never  comes  to  hospital,  his 
complaints  are  seMom  seen,  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  the  record  is  in  any  way  unreliable.  I  have,  it  is  true, 
included  with  beri-beri  all  deaths  described  as  lue  to 
dropsy  ;  but  heart  disease,  Bright's  disease,  and  alcoholism, 
its  other  chief  causes,  are  so  rare  among  the  Malays  as  to  be 
neeligeable  factors  in  this  conclusion.  Tamils  (as  I  have 
pomted  out  before)  seem  to  be  practically  exempt  from  beri* 
Deri ;  although  that  they  have  no  real  immunity  is  shown  by 
their  being  occasionally  attacked. 

(/)  Infantile  disorders  account  for  7  per  cent,  of  deaths 
among  Chinese,  9  per  cent,  among  Malays,  and  7  per  cent, 
among  Indians.  But  among  12  deaths  registered  in  the 
class  "other  nationalities,"  ten  died  during  the  first  year, 
another  in  the  fifth,  and  in  only  one  case  was  the  age  ailult. 
Of  the  11  deaths,  6  were  ascribed  to  bowel  complaints,  4  to 
fevers,  and  1  to  *'  convulsions."  This  class  of  the  population 
Includes  Europeans,  Eurasians,  and  Javanese;  but  the 
children  dead  were  all  Eurasians.  The  conclusion  is  forced 
on  one  that  there  is  very  lamentable  ignorance,  if  not 
reprehensible  .carelessness,  in  the  bringing  up  of  their 
children  by  this  class.  The  high  mortality  amon^  Indians, 
though  not  unpreventable,  is  more  intelligible.  Indeed,  it 
seems  surprising  how,  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
these  coolies  are  placed,  their  children  should  be  reared  at 
aU. 

20.  Fevers,  which  are  probably  almost  wholly  malarial,  are 
seen  to  be  the  cause  of  many  more  deaths  among  the  population 
than,  as  might  be  expected,  is  the  case  in  hospital. 

6203  R 
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Niaxx,         The  returns  show  that  the  case-mortality  of  malarial  fevers  in 

€limitJuit  hospital  is  less  than  2  per  cent.  (17  per  thousand),  while  fever 

^^^^*       forms  more  than  one  quarter  of  all  cases   admitted,  being  an 

*        admission-rate  for  th**.  population,  excluding  Malays,  who,  as  has 

been  seen,  never  seek  admission  to  hospital,  of    16   per  mille. 

When  it  is  further  considered  that  probably  only  the  graver 

cases  of  fever  reach  hospital,  the  deaths  assigned  to  it  outside 

represent  a  large  amount  of  preventable  mortality. 

21.  To  the  Malays  this  applies  with  still  greater  force,  and  it 
is  probable  that  hundreds  of  deaths  occur  among  them  annually 
which  might  be  prevented  were  the  only  treatment — by  quinine — 
made  accessible  to  them.  Unfortunately,  a  proposal  i  had  made 
to  Government  last  year  to  secure  this  aia,  by  beginning  the 
distribution  of  quinine  in  packets  containing  suitable  doses, 
throughout  the  country,  as  practised  in  India,  and  for  which  a 
small  sum  of  money  was  granted,  fell  through. 

22.  I  hope  that  the  present  year  may  see  quinine  obtainable  at 
cost  price  at  every  post,  school,  and  police  station ;  and  in  the 
hands  of  all  responsible  headmen,  for  distribution  to  those 
requiring  it. 

23.  Beri-beri  has  caused  fewer  deaths  this  jear  than  last.  The 
type  seems  also  less  virulent.  The  mean  death-rate  for  all 
hospitals  (6*06  per  cent)  was  lower  than  ever  before  recorded. 

24.  This  holds  good  also  at  the  Convalescent  Hospital,  Port 
Dickson,  where  most  of  the  cases  are  treated.  But  I  am  not 
satisfied  that  this  institution  fulfils  its  promise.  The  case- 
mortality  there,  lower  in  1897  than  the  general  rate,  has  in  both 
of  the  succeeding  years  been  higher,  a  result  which  is  possibly 
attributable  to  local  increase  of  the  infective  agent  in  virulence, 
or  in  quantity,  or  both,  in  spite  of  there  being  neither  overcrowding 
as  usually  understood,  nor  any  deficiency  of  ventilation, 

25.  Contrary  to  popular  opinion,  beri-beri,  as  I  have  pointed 
out  in  former  reports,  is  far  from  being  the  most  formidable  of 
our  endemic  disorders.  The  case-mortality  in  hospitals,  where 
the  gravest  cases  are  gathered,  has  never  exceeded  16  per  cent., 
in  the  Negri  Sembilan  at  least.  A  dozen  among  the  disorders 
common  in  temperate  latitudes  are  far  more  fatal.  Still,  it 
remains,  economically,  one  of  the  bad  features  of  the  State. 
Hospital  admissions  on  account  of  it  are,  for  Chinese,  66  per 
thousand,  and  it  furnishes  nearly  one-third  of  all  admissions,  and 
the  same  proportion  of  the  deaths.  As  the  returns  show  that, 
among  all  deaths  recorded,  87  per  thousand,  or  less  than  one-tenth, 
occur  in  hospital,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  real  sickness-rate  and 
mortality  from  this  complaint  among  the  natives  must  be  very 

Sreat.  Probably  at  least  one  fifth  of  all  deaths  among  them  are 
ue  to  this  cause  ;  while,  of  course,  it  incapacitates  from  labour, 
for  many  months,  thousands  of  individuals  who  ultimately 
recover. 
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26.  Small-pox  broke  out  in  Rembau  at  the  end  of  the  year,       Nbobi 
imported  thither  from  Malacca.     There  occiired  25  cases,  with  ^embxlan^ 
three  deaths.     For  a  .time  there  was  difficulty  in  carrying  on       .^??.?- 
vaccination,  the  supply  of  lymph  having  run  short.  " 

27.  Rinderpest  has  appeared  sporadically  in  different  districts 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  It  may  be  said,  indeed,  to  have 
become  endemic,  or  rather  enzootic.  This^plague,  which  annually 
cause?  enormous  loss  to  the  Malays,  can,  as  I  navp  pointed  out  to 
Government,  be  combated  by  modern  means.  The  methods  of 
inoculation  practised  in  South  Africa  and  in  Cambodgia  have 
been  so  successful  that  only  5  to  6  per  cent,  of  treated  animals 
succumb  upon  infection  ;  here  a  buffalo  infected  rarely  recovers. 
A  grant  of  1 1,000,  provided  jointly  by  this  and  the  Straits'  Govern- 
ments, to  be  devoted  to  experiment,  was  the  first  fruit  of  my 
renresentations  in  this  matter. 


II. — Sanitation. 

28.  Improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  nearly  all  the  villages 
has  been  effected  by  the  action  of  sanitary  boards.  Several 
diseases  rife  in  Seremban  own  no  other  causes  than  those  due  to 
defective  sanitation,  and  it  lies  much  in  the  hapds  of  Government 
to  abolish  them.  Malaria,  dysentery,  and  other  bowel  complaints, 
are  to  be  classed  among  these  disorders. 

29.  Sins,  both  of  omission  and  of  action,  are  to  be  charged 
even  to  Government  in  this  respect.  Not  only  are  the  precincts 
of  villages  wholly  neglected,  but  when  new  roads  and  works  are 
undertaken,  borrow-pits  for  soil  are  made  in  the  nearest  quarter 
without  any  regard  to  drainage,  which  it  is  left  to  chance  and  the 
future  to  supply,  so  that  innumerable  small  stagnant  ponds  are 
everywhere  established  which  form  admirable  breeding  places  for 
malariferous  mosquitoes. 

30.  The  fillbg  in  of  such  maladorous  pits  and  puddles,  drainage 
of  all  marshy  plots,  and  the  cleaning  ud  of  scrub,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  all  villages,  are  obvious  and  elementary  measures  of 
sanitation  which  Government  should  not  neglect. 

31.  Since  recent  researches  have  proved  certain  of  the  mosquito 
tribe  to  be  one  and  probably  the  only  cause  of  the  infection  of 
human  beings  with  malaria,  measures  directed  to  the  extermination 
of  this  pest  ought  no  longer  to  be  considered  as  productive 
merely  of  vague  and  ill-defined  sanitary  and  sesthetic  results  ;  and 
can  bc^  neglected  by  no  Government  which  poses  as  modem  and 
enlighten^,  or  as  reasonably  careful  of  the  health  of  the  com- 
munities entrusted  to  their  charge. 

32.  Government  (like  the  Assyrian)  seems  rarely  moved  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  hygiene  when  the  services  required  are 
humble — possessing     merely    the     merit     of  directly,    though 
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NioBi     incoiiBpicuoufllyy  benefiting  small  sections  of  the  public.     For 

^''?QQ^^'  instance,  pure  and  even  potable  water  is  still  to  seek  in  Seremban. 

-  At  the  head-quarters  of  Goyemmenty  there  exists  no  single 

well  which  would  be  passed  as  potable  by  a  rural  council  in 

England.     The  quarters  of  Government  officers  are  jet  worse  off 

in  this  matter  than  the  village. 

33.  I  believe  that  a  scheme  for  a  large  filtered  pipe-suf^j  is 
in  contemplatfon.  But  attention  ought  to  be  given  to  present 
need ;  ana  pending  the  execution  of  more  magnificent  schemes 
now  in  the  clouds,  deep  wells,  properly  built,  should  be  freely 
constructed  in  the  village,  and  at  every  officer's  quarters.  There 
is  no  lack  of  deep  water,  but  Government  have  ghidged  the 
money  to  make  it  available. 

34.  The  best  of  filters  will  not  make  dirty  water  palatable. 
People  have  therefore  to  order  aerated  water  from  Singapore 
merely  to  get  water  fit  for  drinking,  so  that,  in  a  country  running 
with  rivers,  the  commonest  of  necessities  becomes  nearly  as  dear 
as  once  at  Johannesberg. 

35.  I  urge  upon  the  Oovemment  that  there  is  no  better  purpose 
to  which  to  devote  a  portion  of  the  large  unearned  increments  it 
is  now  drawing  out  of  its  tin-capital  than  the  improvement  of  the 
public  health. 

The  precincts  of  every  village  site  should  be  perfectly  cleaned 
and  dramed  for  an  area  of  a  mile  in  radius  ;  every  house  in  the 
village  should  have  access  to  a  free  supply  of  pure  potable  water. 
Provision  for  these  measures  of  general  sanitation  is  a  duty,  the 
early  and  eflfective  execution  of  which  will  bring  (iovemment 
greater  credit  than  other  less  necessary,  if  more  expensive  and 
magnificent,  enterprises. 

III. --Sanatoria  ;  Hygiene  of  Personnel. 

36.  The  briefest  review  of  the  general  health  ought  not  to  be 
dismissed  without  some  attention  to  that  of  the  personnel^  the 
more  especiallv  as  the  staiF  of  civil  servants  is  now  increased, 
and  sought  to  be  put  upon  a  stable  and  self-supplving  footing,  not 
by  the  addition  oi  old  and  traveled  and  more  or  less  acclimatised 
officers,  as  formerly,  but  by  vearly  draughts  from  England  of 
Cadets  "  caught  young  and  early."  What  have  been  the  hygienic 
requirements  of  the  Service  in  ihe  past,  therefore,  will  apply  with 
increasing  force  and  urgency  to  the  service  in  the  future. 

37.  No  officer  of  European  constitution  will  stand  the  Urunt  of 
the  30  years'  service  in  the  tropics,  which  is  the  prospect  before  its 
younger  members,  and  preserve  unimpairod  his  working 
efficiency — or  even  moderately  good  health — for  that  period. 
Unless  there  be  adopted  certain  changes  which  have  already  been 
strongly  advocated,  this  is  a  fatuous  expectation. 
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38.  The  Medical  Congress  which  met  in  October  last  year      J^egbi 
made   certain    strenuous   and    unanimous    recommendations    to    Sembilan, 
Government :  ^^^^- 

(a)  One  of  these  was  that  the  age  at  which  retirement 
could  take  place  should  be  reduced  by  five  years.  It  was 
put  upon  record  by  the  Congress  that  whatever  considerations 
there  might  be  to  the  contrary,  they^  as  medical  men^  were 
prrsonally  acquainted  with  no  single  officer  of  the  service  of 
the  age  of  50  tohif  could  be  reported  as  cut  ir  el  if  ^^  fit  and 
welir 

Other  recommendations,  urgently  made,  were  :—: 

(A)  That  the  period  of  work  necessary  before  long  leave 
could  be  taken  should  be  shortened  from  six  years  to  four — 
the  vacation  being  correspondingly  reduced. 

(c)  That  short  nacations  should  be  afforded  to  all  oncers 
tfearly. 

39.  The  opinion  of  the  Congress  was  clear  that  the  effects  of 
prolonged  service  here  were  estimated  too  lightly ;  it  was  held 
that  service  in  all  tropical  countries  ought  to  be  placed — as  regard 
leave,  service  and  pension,  and  pay-rates — on  one  and  the  same 
footing. 

40.  The  real  factor  that  makes  for  deterioration  of  health  in 
this  country  is  not  the  incidence  of  disease,  it  is  purely  climate — 
the  prolonged  high  temperature,  unbroken  through  the  year  bv 
any  real  seasonal  variations.  Under  the  physical  strain  which 
this  involves,  the  most  vigorous  system  soon  grows  languid,  and 
'^  run  down '';  and  morale  and  mental  efficiency  pursue  no  less 
rapid  a  descent  towards  decay.  Examples  illustrating  this 
contention  are  visible  to  Government  everywhere,  no  less  than  to 
their  medical  men  ;  so  that  the  point  need  not  be  laboured.  The 
question  is,  the  remedy  now,  and  for  the  future  ? 

41.  For  the  future,  the  recommendations  of  the  Congress 
(Government's  responsible  advisers)  ought  to  be  accepted.  For 
the  present,  and  as  a  continuing  beneficial  influence  in  the  future, 
I  believe  that  Government  might  do  an  immense  amount  towards 
preserving  the  health — and,  what  is  of  no  small  importance,  the 
pockets — of  the  service,  by  opening  up  access  to  the  hillsi  The 
marvellous,  almost  magical,  change  which  we  perceive  in  decayed 
and  dilapidated  colleagues  after  a  spell  of  long  leave  in  Europe, 
is  due,  far  more  than  to  any  other  cause,  to  the  change  of 
temperature. 

42.  On  all  the  hill  ranges  over  3,000  feet  in  altitude  the  reduction 
in  mean  temperature  is  quite  sufficient  to  afford  pleasure  and 
physical  re-invigoration.  Yet,  practically,  no  use  is  made  of  the 
great  mountain  ridges  standing  within  easy  reach  of  Government 
offices. 
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NiGBi  43.  To  uBe  these  natural  sanatoria  to  the  greatest  adyantage, 

SiniLiy,  it  IB  necessary  to  build  upon  them,  not  merely  one  or  two  isolated 
^°^'3  cottages  on  remote  and  misty  summits  :  a  series  of  quarters, 
available  to  accommodate,  if  necessary,  the  whole  European  staff 
of  Government  (which  is  not  great)  should  be  built  upon  the  hills 
in  each  State.  For  roads  of  access  one  may  suffice ;  but,  on  the 
heights,  several  miles  of  evenly  graded  road  should  be  laid  out 
for  wfdking  and  riding  along  the  ridges — which  would  certainly 
be  pos^sible  on  the  masses  of  Berembun. 

44.  Men  might  then  spend  week-«nds  and  short  vacations  on 
the  hills ;  and  those  who  are  now  obliged  to  seek  recuperation, 
after  sickness  in  long,  uncomfortable  and  expensive  joumevs  to 
places  such  as  Japan  and  Java  and  Assam,  would  fiivl  healthier 
and  less  expensive  sanatoria  close  at  home.  For  often  now  the 
officer  seekmg  to  restore  his  health  ruins  his  fortunes. 

45.  A  seaside  Sanatorium  such  as  there  is  at  Port  Dickson 
suits  some,  but  not  all  persons.  I  have  known  cases  affected 
there  for  the  worse;  moreover,  the  change  to  a  cooler 
temperature,  the  essential,  cannot  be  enjoyed  at  sea  leveL 

46.  To  ignore  the  opportunities  which  mountain  ranges,  so 
easy  of  access,  offer  for  sanatoria,  is  to  neglect  important  factors 
of  health.  Let  the  Government  but  understand  and  take  a 
broader  view  of  the  hygienic  requirements  of  the  service,  and 
they  will  face  the  difficulty  of^exp^ise,  which,  as  money  spent  on 
keeping  up  a  maximum  of  effectiveness  in  health,  will  be  money 
ultimately  saved,  through  efficiency  of  administration.  The 
difficulty  will  then  be  rather  to  comprehend  why  these 
requirements  have  been  so  long  neglected. 


IV.— Hospitals. 

47.  The  State  supports  five  'hospitals  for  the  reception  of 
naupjer  patients,  containing  375  Mds.  Only  one  of  these 
hospitals — ^viz.,  Seremban — has  a  qualified  medical  officer  in 
charge. 

48.  There  is  no  accommodation  for  Europeans  and  Eurasians 
or  any  class  better  than  paupers ;  and — ^in  a  country  with  a 
million  doUars  of  r^enucT— th^e  is  nol^  a  single  trained  nurse. 

49.  Medical  relief  was  given  to  12,199  persons,  or  161  per 
thousand  of  population;  an  increase  of  2  per  cent,  over  the 
preceding  year. 

In-patients  Increased^ 

50.  Of  these  ;  In-patients  numbered  3,915,  or  48  per  thousand 
of  population,  an  increase  of  28  per  cent,  over  last  year.  Out- 
patients showed  a  decrease  of  12  per  cent. 
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Daily  Average  Sick.  Ntosi 

o«.  The  dailj  average  number  of  in-patients  was  252-9.  i^ 

Mean  Mortality. 

52.  The  mean  mortality  for  all  hospitals  was  4*59  per  cent., 
the  rate  bein^  lowest  at  Kuala  Pilah  (3*80  per  cent.),  highest  at 
the  Beri-Ben  Hospital  (8*47  per  cent.). 

53.  The  increase  of  in-jpatients  was  chiefly  at  Sememban,  and 
is  due  largely  to  the  advantage  taken  bj  the  planters  of  the 
concession  which  was,  on  mj  proposal,  recommended  bj  the 
Medical  Congress,  and  sanctioned  bj  Government,  of  treating 
estate  ooolies  free,  the  same  as  Chinese  miners. 

Cost. 

54.  The  cost  of  each  in-patient  to  the  State  was  |98*45, 
including  all  charges  (exclusive  of  rent  on  capital  sunk  in 
buildings,  &c.). 

55.  The  average  daily  cost  of  each  patient,  taken  the  same 
way,  is  27  cents  per  diem. 

56.  The  cost  of  out-patients  is  about  11  cents  per  head ;  and  is 
more  than  covered  by  reimbursements,  through  charges  made  to 
planters  near  Kuala  JPilah  and  Tampin  for  visiting  the  sick  on 
their  estates. 

Clinical  Returns. 

57.  The  clinical  work  of  the  hospitals  is  epitomised  in  the 
returns  appended ;  and  although  they  cannot  be  considered  as 
pathologically  accurate,  yet  the  alphabetical  list  of  disorders 
treated  with  results,  as  it  is  the  simplest,  so  it  affords' a  fairly 
reliable  compendium  of  the  work  done. 

58.  The  form  of  report  desired  by  the  Colonial  OflSce  has  also 
been  filled  in,  with  as  much  care  as  its  peculiarities  will  permit. 
As  a  Model  Medical  Report  it,  of  course,  speaks  for  itself. 

59.  Tables  are  given  to  show  the  case-mortality  of  the  diseases 
more  commonly  treated,  and  in  what  proportion  they  occur.  As 
the  hospital  records  probably  reflect  fairly  accurately  the  general 
morbid  physiography,  it  may  be  interesting  to  detail  their 
principal  features  here. 

Relative  Mortality  of  Different  Diseases. 

60.  In  order  of  relative  mortality,  then,  the  first  disease  is 
diarrhoea  (mortality  20  per  cent.),  and  next  dysentery  (17  per 
cent.),  and  anaemia  (7*24  per  cent.).  The  rate  for  beri-beri  is  4*6 1 
per  cent.,  and  for  fevers  under  2  per  cent. 
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Nbobi  Relative  Frequency. 

SlMBILAir, 

^^^'  61.  In  order  of  frequency  of  admisBions  beri-beri  heads   the 

""*       Ust  (804  per  thousand  cases),  next  malaria  (233  per  thousand), 

diarrhoea  and  dysentery  forming  only  23  and  48  per  thousand  of 

aU  cases. 

62.  The  graver  mortality  of  diarrhoea  is  explained  by  the  fact 
that  these  are  nearly  always  either  chronic  cases  of  wasting 
among  Tamils,  or  opium  wrecks  among  Chinese. 

63.  Dysentery,  high  as  is  its  mortality,  shows  an  extraordinary 
improvement  over  former  years  ;  the  mortality  has  been  :  17*88 
per  cent,  in  1898,  34*4  per  cent,  in  1897,  and  33*3  per  cent,  in 
1896. 

It  may  be  that  this  is  due  partly  to  the  disease  being  less 
severe,  partly  to  relief  being  earlier  sought ;  but,  in  greater  part 
still,  I  believe  it  due  to  a  method  of  local  medication  which  I 
have  adopted  in  preference  to  older  modes  of  treatment.  But 
this  is  a  matter  upon  which  I  hope  to  report  more  fully  at  the 
next  Congress. 

Laboratory* 

64.  Outside  the  ordinary  routine  a  grant  from  Government 
has  enabled  me  to  fit  up  a  small  laboratory,  in  which  search  is 
being  made  for  the  infective  agent  of  beii-beri ;  and  in  which  I 
have  been  able  to  teach  the  more  intelligent  of  my  dressers  the  use 
of  the  microscope,  so  especially  useful  m  the  diagnosis  of  malarial 
fevers. 

65.  It  is  well  known  (paradoxical  though  it  may  seem  to  the 
public^  that  some  of  the  very  gravest  forms  of  "  fever " — ue^ 
malarial  fever— occur  without  any  fever,  or  even  with  subnormal 
temperatures.  For  the  diagnosis  of  such  cases  it  is  essential  that 
recourse  be  had  to  the  microscope.  A  good  model  of  this 
instrument  ouffht  therefore  to  be  furnished  to  every  hospital,  and 
dressers  should  all  be  trained  in  the  simple  methods  of  using  it 
for  the  determination  of  the  amount  and  type  of  infection  in  all 
cases  which  may  be  malarial. 


W.  L.  Braddon 
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Beturn  showing  Actual  Deaths  Recorded  for  the 
State  for  the  Year  1899. 
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APPENDIX  E. 
Return  showing  Actual  Deaths  Be- 


Mean  population  30th  Jnne, 
1899. 


Europeans  and  Eu-  645 
rasians. 

Chinese     24,704 

Malays      52,938 

Indians      1,862 

Others       79 

Total        ...  80,228 


Total  deaths  from  all  causes 

Nationalities — 

Chinese    ... 

Malays 

Indians    ... 

Others 
Ages— 

Under  1  year 

1  to  5  years 

5  to  10  years 

10  to  20  years 

Over  20  years 
Causes — 

Fever       ••• 

Beri-beri,  dropsy,  &c. 

Dysentery,    diarrhoea   & 

bowel  complaints. 
Cough  &  lung  compbunts 

Convulsions    &  infantile 

diseases. 
Accidents*. •        • 

Other  causes       


•3 

I 


3 

o 


2,110 


691 

1,280 

127 

12 

320 
192 
256 
526 
816 

661 
224 
498 
192 
175 
21 
339 


Nationalities 


691 


691 


96 

46 

85 

306 

158 

258 
43 

162 
75 
48 
17 
88 


i 


1,280 


1,280 


162 
118 
160 
198 
642 

342 

179 
288 
113 
117 
4 
237 


127 


127 


52 
27 
11 
22 
15 

57 
2 

42 
4 
9 

13 


12 


I  -  i 

s  .  s 


320 


96 

162 

52 

10 

320 


17 

73 

29 
158 

43 


192 


46 

118 

27 

1 


192 


61 

50 
26 
17 
1 
37 


256 


85 

160 

11 


256 


73 

57 
49 

3 
74 
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APPENDIX  K 
CORDED  for  the  Statb  for  the  Yj&ab  1899. 


Negri 
Bembilan, 

1899. 


Ages. 


526 


306 

198 

22 


626 


87 

102 

86 

4 
69 


816 


158 
642 

15 

1 


816 


137 

216 

52 

13 
116 


Oaniea. 


'I 


661 


258 

342 

57 

4 

17 

61 

73 

228 

282 

661 


224 


43 

179 

2 


87 
137 


224 


162 

288 

42 

6 

73 

50 

57 

102 

216 


498 


75 

113 

4 


29 
26 


192 


48 

117 

9 

1 

158 
17 


21 


49      — 
36!    — 

52      — 


175 


21 


339 


237 
13 

1 

43 
37 

74 

69 

116 


Proportion  of  popula- 
tioii  per  Bulle. 


EuropeuiB   & 

EUIMUUIS. 

Ghineee 
Malays 
Indians 
Others        •■• 


803 

307-92 

659-84 

23-20 

•98 


Total...      999-97 
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Negri 

Sembilan, 

1899. 


APPENDIX  E  (i). 

Analysis    of   all    Deaths  (2,110)   Becorded  in  Negri 
Race,  Age,  and  Cause  of  Death,  of  every  Thousand 


1899. 

t 

NationaUties. 

Ages. 

g 

? 

Burupeans    &    Ea-        646 
rasians. 

Chinese      24,704 

Malayii       62,938 

Indians      1,862 

Others        79 

Total          ...    80,228 

4» 

, 

1 

j 

u 

i 
1 

I 

to 

o 

s 

. 

Total  deafchs  from  all  oanses 

1,000 

827 

606 

60 

6 

162 

91 

121 

Nationalities- 

Chinese     

827 

1,000 

- 

— 

— 

800 

240 

882 

Malays      

606 

— 

1,000 

— 

— 

507 

616 

626 

Indians     

60 

— 

— 

1,000 

— 

*07 

141 

43 

Othew       

6 

— 

— 

— 

1,000 

84 

6 

— 

Akcb— 

tinder  1  year      

162 

139 

126 

410 

888 

1,000 

— 

— 

1  to  6  years         

91 

66 

92 

212 

88 

— 

1,000 

— 

5  to  10  yeaw       

121 

128 

126 

86 

— 

— 

— 

1,000 

10  to  20  years     

260 

448 

148 

178 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  20  years      

887 

228 

601 

118 

88 

— 

— 

— 

Causes- 

Fever        

818 

878 

267 

448 

888 

61 

317 

286 

Beri-beri,  dropsy,  Ac    ... 

106 

62 

140 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery,    diarrhosa   & 
Dowel  oomplainta. 

286 

284 

226 

880 

600 

228 

260 

223 

Cough  Je  lung  oomplaints 

91 

109 

88 

31 

— 

90 

185 

191 

Convulsions  k  infantile 
diseases. 

88 

70 

91 

71 

88 

493 

88 

— 

Accidents 

10 

25 

8 

— 

— 

— 

6 

12 

Other  causes       

160 

127 

186 

102 

88 

184 

192 

289 
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APPENDIX  E  <i).  NaoRi, 

Sembilan  in  1899,  showing   the   composition  in   regard   to        ^ 
Deaths  grouped  separately  under  each  of  these  factors. 


Ages. 


s 


260 

682 

879 

42 


1,000 


488 
166 
190 

68 

8 
181 


6 


387 

194 

187 

188 

1 


1,000 

846 
168 
866 

64 


16 
142 


818 

890 

617 

66 

6 

26 

92 

110 

846 

427 

1,000 


£ 

i 


106 

191 

799 

9 


611 


1,000 


ii 


307 

688 

84 

12 

146 
110 
ll6 
206 
486 


1,000 


I 

I 


91 


390 


18 


161 
186 
166 
181 
270 


1,000 


48*6 

11 


274 

670 

61 

6 

902 
97 


1,000 


i 


10 


190 


48 
148 
190 
629 


1,000 


160 

269 

700 

88 

8 

127 
109 
218 
203 
812 


1,000 


Proportion  of  popula- 
tion per  mille. 


Bnrauans   &      8-08 

Baro]:e«ns 
Chinew       ...  807-92 


Malays 
Indians 
Others 

Total 


669*84 

28-20 

•98 

999-97 
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APPENDIX  F, 
Showiitg  Total  Number  of  Cases  of 


Seremban. 

Jeleba. 

• 

i 
Oases. 

^ 

1 

CaaoL 

, 

•a 

t 

I 

1891— 

\^aaeB      ...         •••         ...         ... 

Deaths 

Death-rate  per  oent 

1892— 

v/ases     •••        •••        •••        ••• 

Deaths  •••        ...        •••        ... 

Death-rate  per  oent 

1893— 

Oases     

ueatDs   •••        •••       •••        ••• 

Death-rate  per  oent 

1894— 

v/aSQB       •••           ...           •«.           ... 

Deaths 

Death-rate  per  oent 

1895- 

Oases     

Deaths 

Death-rate  per  oent 

1896— 

v/ases     ••■        •••        •••        ,., 

Deaths  ...        •••        •••        ,.. 

Death-rate  per  oent 

1897— 

xBases     •••        •••        •••        ... 

Deaths 

Death-rate  per  oent 

1898— 

Cases     

A^eaims  ••■        •••        ••■        ... 

Death-rate  per  oent 

1899— 

leases     •••        •••        •••        ... 

Deaths 

Death-rate  per  oent 

258 
165 
308 
277 
378 
586 
326 
107 
156 

Ti 

T? 
lo 

66 

To 

~7 

12^1 
1676 

10«t 
14^ 
18"il 
1626 
9^ 
4*^ 

269 
2S1 
222 

276 
148 
173 
161 
67 
98 

T7 

Ts 

27 

25 

13 

9 

J 
"2 

6^ 
779 

9*^ 
877 
6-20 
l"i2 

2^ 

Total 

2,561 

307 

11-98 

1,616 

113 

6-99 
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APPENDIX  P. 
Bbbi-Bbbi  Tbbatbd  for  Ninb  Ybabs. 


Negri 

Sbmbilam. 

1899. 


Kuala  Pilah. 

Tampin. 

Port  Dickson. 

Total. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

J 

^ 

1 

I 

■§ 
t 

I 

Cases. 

1 

1 

I 
1 

1 

Gases 

1 

1 
1 

i 

107 
52 
10 
42 

6 

1 

1 

5-60 
1-92 

2-38 

138 

138 

21 

61 

n 
n 

3 
3 

7-97 

7-97 

14-28 

4-91 

483 
306 
467 

34 
28 
37 

7-03 
915 
7-92 

517 
396 
530 
553 
526 
1,004 
1,150 
501 
824 

48 
44 
44 
55 
68 

104 

101 

41 

"50 

9-28 

irii 

8-30 
9-94 
12*^2 
10^5 
8-87 
818 
6"^6 

211 

8 

3-78 

358 

28 

7-82 

1,256 

99 

7-88 

6,001 

535 

9-20 

6908 


Digitized  by  vnOOQ iC 


274 


NSORI 

Sembilan 
1899. 


Gi 
G> 
00 

^^ 

1 

00 
OS 
00 


o» 

00 


CO 
O) 
00 

p^ 

00 

I 


-§ 


S  g 


H 

00 

H 

> 

Si!; 
o 
O 

o 

o 

:^ 


II 


,1 


P4 


1^ 


II 


I  SSeS 


I  C91-I1 


eOkOCOO> 


cot^ooo> 
0>  Od  o^  o> 

00  00  OO  00 


n 

X 


OQ 


O 


H 


OQ 

M 

H 
2  OS 

o  °° 

-<1  < 
H  H 

00^ 

r  be 

^  5 


H 

H 


bo 
.S 

o 

iJ 
PQ 

H 


I 


-dsdivqdrng 


I 


*e9Siiuo]s 


'OBOnUACp 


'BTTOITCJn^ 


•    •    •    • 

"  ■  a  2 

oSh6 


co-..^^g 


sgss 


MM 


o»eci-i  «o*H 


I  I 


r  1 1 


I  I 


'savedojn;^ 


'89i[«Saeg 


s 


^  I 


So  00  ^  o 


I  I 


? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


275 


00 

5 

I 
I 

o 

M 

O 


o 

H 
aa 

M 

H 

H 

:3 


89 

H 


I 


»      » 


00 


I      I 


^    - 


1H  CO 


I 


g     s 


^ 


CO         o 

5- 


58- 


3      S: 


q>  CO 


1-1  o 

©«         1-1 


I 


g   I 


00 

I 

I 


I 

0 


0 
t3 


M         fi 


.9 

I 


a 

0 


s 


Nbobi 

Sbmbilan^ 

1899. 


6303 


8  2 


Digitized  by  vnOOQ iC 


87« 


Negri 

:dBMBIX«A», 

1899 


53 

I 

M 

P 
H 

M 

o 
o 

M 
O 
H 
H 
H 


1 

1 

•eoiOjj 
eftuBAy 

•pwo^oU 

nuoTOo 

g 

1 

fl3 

-^ipnmiH 
joeeiSoQ 

sisssssssssss 

1 

•eqoni 
in  ^nnomy 

^ 

j 

•OT»K 

gSSgSgSSJSSSS 

% 

•o8otH 

IsssS^SSSSsS; 

• 

'lUuuilui^ 

©pwis 

S3SSS!SSSSS3S 

i 

©FRg 

isssssssss:ss: 

1 

mnmimjii 

isssisssssss 

"log 

Ss9Sg$|S^$&^ 

y 

s 

February 

March 

April     

May      

Jnne     

Jnly      ... 

Angnst 

September 

October 

November 
December 

Digitized  by  vnOOQ iC 


277 


Bbtubv  of  D18BA8B8  and  DsiLTas  ia  1899  at  FiVB  Nmbi 

ft«lgWTT.Al 

Hospitals  in  Negri  Sbhbilait.  i899 


Yearly  Total 

DiMaaw. 

Banul^ 

Oases. 

Deaths 

GENERAL  DISEASES-- 

Small-pox      • 

2 

— 

M6Ml6« 

»••       •«•       ..• 

2 

— 

Typhns 

!••                        •••                        ... 

— 

— 

Dengue 

!••                      ••»                      ... 

— 

— 

Influena 

••                      «••                      «.. 

— 

— 

Diphtheria     ... 

••                       •*•                      ... 

— 

— 

Febriotila 

••                      ...                      ... 

1 

— 

Enteric  FeTer 

..                      •••                      ... 

— 

— 

Cholera 

a.                   ...                   ••• 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

*•                   ...                   ••. 

183 

30 

Yellow  Fever... 

»..                   .*•                   ... 

— 

— 

Malarial  Fever 

!••                        •••                        .*• 

880 

11 

(a.)  Intermittent . 

I.«                        ..*                       ... 

312 

— 

(&.)  Remittent 

.•                        •••                        .•• 

167 

4 

(c.)  PemioionBRM 

»••                        •••                        ... 

— 

— 

Erysipelas      ... 



3 

— 

Pynmia         ••• 



\) 

■" 

6202 


S  S 
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Nbori 

Sbmbilam, 

1899. 


Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaf  At— oont. 

Yearly  Total 

i>iBeaflM. 

Bemarks 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

Obmbral  DinABis— «on<. 

S«ptio8Bmia 

— 

— 

Tetanu         

1 

1 

Tuberde        

— 

— 

Leprosy         

20 

1 

(a.)  Tubercular 

— 

— 

(5.)  AnMthetio 

— 

— 

TawB 

— 

flyphilia         

107 

— 

(a.)  Primary         

10 

— 

(5.)  Seoondary     

■ 

11 

— 

(c.)  Inherited       

— 

Oononfhoea 

10 

— 

Hydrophobia 

1 

1 

ScfSTTJ               •••           •,,           ,,,           ... 

— 

— 

Alcoholiam    ' 

1 

— 

Delirium  Tremens 

1 

— 

Bheumatism 

126 

.^ 

Bheumatio  FeTer     

— 

«• 

vont   •••        •••        •••        ,,«        ... 

— 

— 

New  Growth,  non-malignant 

— 

— 

New  Growth,  malignant     

2 

1 

Annmia         

69 

6 

Diabetes  meOitus     

— 

— 

Diabetes  insipidus 

— 

— 

DebUity         

54 

1 
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Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths^-^^Cfat. 


Diaeasee 


••        ••• 


•••        •«• 


••        ••• 


LOCAL  diseases- 
Diseases  OF  THE  NSBTOirS  STBTSK*- 
Sab-section  1 — 
Diseaaes  of  the  Nerri 

Nenritifl 

Meningitis     ... 

Myelitis 

Hydrocephalus 

Encephalitis 

Abscess  of  Brain      

Congestion  of  Brain 

Sab-section  2 — 
Functional  Nerrous  Disorders — 

Apoplexy       •••        •••        ••• 

Paralysis        

Chorea 

Epilepsy 

Neuralgia 

Hysteria 
Sub-section  3 — 
Mental  Diseases — 

Idiocy  •••        ••• 

Mania  ••• 

Melancholia  • 

Dementia 

Delusional  Insanity  ..• 

StOS 


•••        ••• 


•        ••• 


•••        ••• 


Yearly  TotaL 


••        ••• 


•••        ••• 


1,279 


Deaths. 


18 


67 


Nbobi 

Sbmbilam 

1899. 


Bemaiks. 


S  4 
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NSOBI 

Sbmbilah. 
1899. 


Return  of  DUeoies  and  Deaths — cont. 

Yearly 

TotaL 

DiaeaaM. 

Bemuki. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Dibbabbs— c<m<. 

Diseases  of  the  Eye ;.. 

24 

1 

^1              II           JEmm   •••            •••            ••• 

2 

— 

„         1,        Nose           

1 

— 

„         „       Circulatory   System 

— 

— 

„         II        Respiratory  System 

103 

19 

„         „        Digestive  System  ... 

146 

20 

,1          ,1        Lymphatic    System 

37 

2 

,.          „        Urinary  System    ... 

65 

4 

„        Generative    System 

5 

— 

Male  Organs      ... 

— 

— 

Female  „ 

— 

— 

„          „        Groans  of 

Locomotion 

8 

— 

,,         „        Cellular  Tissue     ... 

76 

3 

„          „        Skin 

686 

10 

Injuries,  General         

68 

5 

„       Local  ...        ...        ... 

43 

3 

Surgical  Operations     

— 

Malformations 

— 

— 

Poisons 

1 

— 

Parasites 

15 

Total        

4,031 

191 
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No.  12.  issT^ 


P  A  H  A  N  G  . 


MEDICAL  REPORT  FOR  1800. 


I. — Estimated  Population  for  the  Tear  1899  ;  Bibth8» 
Deaths  ;  Bibth-eate  per  1,000 ;  Death-rate  per 
1,000 ;  Comparison  with  Previous  Year. 

Population, 

1.  There  was  no  *^  actual "  increase  in  the  population  during 
1899,  nor  was  there  any  ^*  natural  increment  of  the  people,"  the 
excess  of  deaths  over  births  having  been  239.  Ko  record  of 
emigration  was  kept,  and  onlj  753  immigrants  were  recorded. 
An  mcrease  of  the  European  community  is  shown  in  the  return. 

Births. 

2.  The  births  numbered  1,240,  with  a  birth-rate  of  16'9  per 
1,000  of  the  population,  compared  with  87  and  a  birth-rate  of 
1*1  per  mille  in  1898.  Not  one  single  birth  among  Europeans 
and  three  among  Eurasians. 

Deaths. 

3.  (a)  The  deaths  totalled  1,479,  with  a  general  death-rate  of 
20-2  per  1,000,  against  812  and  a  mortality  of  10*8  per  mille  the 
year  previous. 

(b)  The  most  important  causes  of  death  among  the  population 
were  : — 

Deaths. 
Fever 600 


Beri-beri 
Dysentery 
Diarrhoea 
Respiratory  diseases 


146 

78 
48 
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Pauanq,        The  mortality  accompanying  child-birth  was  high — 11  in  100. 

(c)  The  rate  of  infant  mortality  was  161*2  per  1,000  births. 

(d)  The  distribution  of  deaths  in  the  four  districts  of  the  State 
was  as  follows  : — 

Deaths. 

Ulu  Pahang 518 

Temerloh  and  Bentong  ...     463 

Pekan  and  Kompin     269 

Kuantan  229  • 

Of  the  518  Ulu  Pahang  deaths,  71  belonged  to  the  Baub 
sub-district.  The  mortality  was  highest  in  the  Ulu  Pahang 
district  and  lowest  in  the  Kuantan. 


II. — Pbvalbnce  of  Sickness  in  the  Different  Seasons 
OF  THE  Year,  and  General  Character  as  to  the 
Mildness  or  Severity  of  the  Diseases  Prevailing. 

1.  The  greatest  amount  of  sickness  was  recorded  during  the 
drier  south-west  monsoon  season  from  April  to  September — 3,372 
cases  against  2,841. 

2.  The  prevailing  diseases  were  malarial  fevers,  beri-beri,  and 
dysentery.  Malarial  fevers  were  more  prevalent  during  the 
south-west  monsoon — 857  cases  compared  with  734.  Dysentery 
also  prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  during  the  drier  season — 107 
versus  97  cases.  Beri-beri  was  equally  common  in  the  two 
seasons — 148  against  148  cases. 

3.  Malarial  fevers  were  more  severe  during  the  south-west,  and 
beri-beri  worse  during  the  north-east,  monsoon. 


III. — Relative  Mortality  in  the  Different 

Seasons. 

1.  The  largest  amount  of  mortality  was  recorded  during  the 
more  rainy  north-east  monsoon  from  October  to  March,  806 
against  673  deaths  being  shown  in  the  returns  of  the  Registrar 
of  Births  and  Deaths. 

2.  Beri-beri  was  somewhat  more  deadly  during  the  north-east 
monsoon  ;  while  the  mortality  from  malarial  fevers  and  dysentery 
were  about  the  same  in  the  two  seasons,  neither  of  these  diseases 
have  been  specially  fatal  in  a  particular  season. 

3.  The  remarks  as  to  the  relative  prevalence  and  relative 
mortality  of  the  prevailing  diseases  are  based  on  the  records  of 
the  hospitals  and  aispensaries,  from  which  the  nosological  return 
has  been  made 
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IV. — Metbroloqical  Conditions  op   the  Seasons,  and     Pabamo 
THEIR  Probable  Effect  with  Kegabd  to  Sickness —       ^^^' 
Other  Causes  or  Conditions  Affecting  the  Public 
Health. 

Temperatures  of  the  Seasons. 

1.  There  was  verj  little  difference  between  the  temperatures  of 
^he  north-east  and  south-west  monsoon  seasons.  The  mean 
temperature  in  the  south-west  monsoon  was  slightly  higher  than 
in  the  north-east,  being  82*3  against  81*0 ;  the  temperature  range 
was  a  trifle  greater  in  the  south-west  monsoon,  being  23*1 
ikgainst  22*3. 

Rain/alls  of  the  Seasons* 

2.  A  considerable  difference  existed  between  the  rainfalls  of  the 
two  seasons — 64*17  inches  in  the  north-east  monsoon,  compared 
with  44*78  inches  in  the  south-west. 

Influence  of  Temperature  on  Sickness. 

3.  As  the  temperature  of  the  two  different  seasons  and  of  the 
various  months  was  pretty  uniform,  the  influence  of  this 
ineterological  condition  on  sicVness  in  general  and  on  the  prevailing 
-diseases  in  particular  caniiot  be  determined. 

Iitfiuenee  of  Rainfall  on  Sickness. 

4.  (a)  A  greater  amount  of  sickness  was  recorded  during  the 
three  driest  months  of  the  year  (February,  July,  September), 
1,675  cases,  against  1,471  cases  for  the  three  most  rainy  months 

^October,  November,  December).    ' 

(i)  Malarial  fevers  were  more  prevalent  during  the  three  driest 
months — 423  against  345  <  cases.  Beri-beri  was  more  frequent 
during  the  three  driest  months — 75  against  65  cases.  Dysentery 
was  equally  common  during  the  three  driest  and  three  most  rainy 
months — 59  against  58  cases. 

Other  Oanditions  affecting  the  Health  of  the  Population. 

5.  (a)  The  injurious  effects  of  long-continued  residence  in  a 
warm  and  malarial  country  like  Pahang  on  the  European  need  not 
be  here  stated,  but  might  be  borne  in  mind  so  as  to  emphasise  the 
necessity  for  a  chang^e  of  climate  at  the  end  of  every  three  years, 
to  prevent  deterioration  of  health,  and  to  preserve  tone  and  vigour 

-of  mind  and  body.    Europeans  should  have  this  necessary  change 
before  marked  or  serious  damage  to  health  occurs. 

(i)  Disturbance  of  the  soil  connected  with  tillage,  the  construc- 
tion of  roads,  the  erection  of  buildings,  &c.,  accounted  for  a  good 
^eal  of  sickness.    The  sickness  and  mortality  among  the  Chinese 
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^^ROQ^^  coolies  at  Bentongy  Liang  and  Lepar,  were,  in  a  great  measure, . 
due  to  this  cause.  The  evils  of  soil-uptunung  are  temporarj  andb 
will  subside  after  a  few  years. 

(c)  Improper  food,  arising  from  high  prices  and  from  the- 
difficulties  and  cost  of  transport,  played  a  part  in  the  production 
of  disease,  particularly  among  settlers  in  newly-opened  and  remote 
places — €^.y  Bentone,  Liang  and  Lepar.  Salt  food  constitutes 
too  large  a  part  of  their  dietary.  Lowly-nitroeenous  food  and  a 
diet  deficient  in  fat,  fresh  flesh,  fresh  yegetables  and  fruits  are 

S[)werful  predisposing  causes  of  beri-beri  among  Chinese  settlers* 
corbutic  dysentery  occurred  at  Lepar. 

(d)  Opium  caused  a  certain  amount  of  sickness  among  Chinese... 

•  (e)  A  large  proportion  of  the  native  alien  population  (Chinese- 
coolies,  Sikhs,  Tathans)  are  in  the  habit  of  taking  iJieir  cold  bath 
in  the  very  early  morning,  when  vitality  is  at  its  lowest  and  the- 
constitution  consequently  least  able  to  withstand  injurious 
influences.  Aliens  m  a  malarial  country  should  bathe  when  the 
air  and  water  are  fairly  warm,  and  so  avoid  exposure  to  the  cold,, 
damp,  malarial  night  and  early  morning  air. 

(/)  It  is  doubtful  whether  workers  in  alluvial  tin  suffer  from^ 
any  particular  disease  which  can  be  definitely  traced  to  the  action 
of  tin  per  se* 

(g)  The  immigration  of  aliens — Chinese  sinkehs  in  particular 
and  paupers  in  general — contributed  to  the  sickness  and  mortality 
of  the  State. 


f .— Bemabks  on  Particular  Disease  that  have 
Recurred  during  the  Year. 

1.  Beri-beri  was  most  rife  and  deadly  at  Bentong,  where  there^ 
was  much  soil  disturbance.  For  the  same  reason  it  appeared  at 
the  Lepar  mines  and  at  the  Pekan  jail,  where  the  digging  of  a 
well  in  co-operation  with  the  December  rains  led  to  an  acute 
outbreak  of  oeri-beri,  not  a  sing^le  case  of  which  had  occurred  in 
the  jail  for  two  years  previously.  There  was  no  change  of  the 
conoitions  of  life  in  the  Pekan  jail  to  otherwise  account  for  the 
outbreak.  Beri-beri  is  thus  a  soil  disease,  and  in  this  respect  and 
in  its  relationship  to  heat  and^  damp  it  resembles  malaria. 
Improvement,  therefore,  of  the  soil  and  removal  of  dampness 
would  simultaneously  lessen  'the  amount  of  sickness  and  mortality 
from  both  beri-beri  and  malaria.  The  unhealthiness  of  a  tropical' 
country  is  proportional  to  the  extent  of  undrained  and  uncultivated 
soil  which  it  contains.  Hence  the  value  of  deep  drainage,, 
cultivation  and  measures  to  prevent  saturation  and  contamination, 
of  the  soil  with  surface  water.      Beri-beri  is,  however,  distinot^ 
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Irom  malaria  in  other  respects — e.a.^  it  does  not  exhibit  that  PahahOi 
benign  amenability  to  quinine  which  is  so  characteristic  of  malarial  1B99. 
nffections.  The  nosological  return  of  the  various  medical 
institutions  showed  a  slight  decrease  of  beri-beri  in  1899,  296 
cases  against  342  the  jear  previous.  Of  the  total  296  cases,  141 
were  in-patients  with  14  deaths  and  a  case  mortality  of  9*9  per 
'cent.^  against  201  in-patients  with  15  deaths  and  a  mortality  of 
7*4  per  cent,  in  1898.  Much  attention  was  given  to  the  dieting 
erf  beri-beri.  There  is  no  drug  which  exerts  a  specific  influence 
'<m  beri-beri  as  on  nuilaria.  Digitalis  was  of  great  value.  I  have 
not  prescribed  strychnine  since  April  of  1897,  giving  a  combination 
H)f  iron  and  quinine  instead,  which  seem  to  be  the  two  best  tonics 
for  beri-beri.  Quinine  is  administered  in  tonic  and  not  in  anti- 
malarial doses.  Since  the  disuse  of  strychnine,  I  have  experienced 
4k  remarkable  decline  in  the  beri-beri  mortality,  the  percentage  of 
deaths  faUing  from  30*35  to  5*10  per  cent.  Coincident  with  the 
*change  of  physic  much  more  careful  attention  was  given  to  diet, 
and  hence  the  lowered  mortality  was  not  wholly  due  to  change  of 
medicine.  It  is  difficult  to  estunate  the  relative  value  of  change 
in  dieting  and  in  drugging,  as  the  two  changes  were  made  at  the 
same  time.  Perchloride  of  mercury  was  not  tried.  Massage  was 
^f  great  service. 

2.  There  was  a  trifling  increase  of  malarial  fevers  in  1899, 
1,591  cases  against  1,561  the  year  previous.     Of  the  total  1,591 

^-cases,  312  were  in-patients,  with  12  deaths  and  a  case  mortality  of 
S*8  per  cent.,  against  343  in-patients,  with  1 1  deaths  and  a  mortality 
^f  3*2  per  cent,  in  1898. 

3.  A  trivial  increase  of  dysentery  was  also  recorded  in  1899 — 
204  cases  against  195  the  year  before.  Of  the  to^  204  cases,  83 
were  in-patients,  with  17  deaths  and  a  mortality  of  8*3  per  cent., 
against  100  in-patients,  with  23  deaths  and  a  mortality  of  23  per 
cent,  in  1898.  Both  malarial  fevers  and  dysentery  were  least 
common  at  Pekan. 

4.  There  was  no  evidence  of  any  considerable  spread  of 
venereal  diseases  in  1899 — 193  cases  against  157  the  previous 
year.     Of  the  total  193  cases,  31   were  in-patients,  with  two 

-deaths  and  a  case  mortality  of  6*4  per  cent.,  against  33  in-patients, 
with  one  death  and  a  mortality  of  3*0  per  cent,  in  1898. 
Primary  syphilis  was  rare— only  six  cases;  Gonorrhoea  and 
tertiary  syphilis  were  the  commonest  forms — 94  and  75  cases  each 
agamst  76  and  46  cases  in  1898.  Compulsory  measures  are 
hardly  necessary  at  present  to  protect  we  population  from 
venereal  diseases. 

5.  Small-pox  was  epidemic  in  1899,  notably  in  the  Temerloh 
4ind  Pekan  districts.  Pahang  had  been  free  from  small-pox  in 
•an  epidemic  form  for  about  13  years  previously.    The  disease 
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Pahano,    was  imported  and  was  distributed  as  follows  in  the  four  districts^ 
189»-       of  the  State  :— 


Oasea. 

Deaths. 

Ulu  Pahang 

3 

2 

Pekan       

52 

18 

Temerloh 

87 

26 

Kuantm  ... 

— 

Though  the  Kuantan  community  was  least  protected  hj 
vaccination  apd  was  most  exposed  to  the  invasion  of  small-pox 
from  the  East  Coast  Malay  States,  where  the  disease  is  always 
present,  yet  it  was  free  from  it.  This  immunity  was  probably 
both  natural  and  acquired.  The  1899  small-pox  epidemic  was 
limited  to  142  cases,  with  46  deaths  and  a  case  mortality  of 
32*3  per  cent. 

6.  There  was  no  recurrence  of  cholera,  which  cleared  out  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  Lower  Pahang  population  in  1896. 
In  fact,  this  widespread  epidemic  was  not  confined  to  Lower 
Pahang,  it  extended  200  miles  up  the  Pahang  river  as  far  as 
Kuala  Lipis  and  Panggong,  where  the  conditions  are  not  sa 
favourable  to  its  spread.  The  conditions  under  which  the 
cholera  germ  generates  are  probably  always  present  at  Pekan, 
and  the  probable  reasons  why  we  do  not  get  an  annually  recurring 
outbreak  of  cholera  are,  firstly,  because  a  previous  cholera 
epidemic — tf.^.,  the  1896  epidemic^ — practically  makes  a  cleans 
sweep  of  the  susceptible  portion  of  the  community  and  only 
permits  those  who  are  resistent  to  the  disease  to  survive — viz., 
the  non-susceptible  and  fittest ;  secondly,  because  the  cbnditions 
under  which  the  cholera  germ  generates  are  not  in  suflScient 
amount  each  year  to  give  rise  to  an  annual  outbreak  of  cholera, 
some  years  being  needed  to  allow  these  factors  of  the  disease  to- 
accumulate  to  the  necessary  amount.  These  two  reasons  might 
possibly  explain  the  recurrence  of  beri-beri  at  the  Pekan  jail, 
where  the  actioloeical  conditions  of  the  disease  are  probably 
always  present,  though  not  always  in  sutticient  abundance  to 
cause  an  outbreak  of  the  disease  and  not  always  attacking  a 
susceptible  jail  population.  Disease  would  practically  be  a  thing 
of  the  past  in  a  community  enjoying  excellent  health — a  non- 
susceptible  conmiunity. 

7.  Leprosy,  so  far  as  my  personal  observations  go,  is  rare  in* 
Pahang.  I  have  only  seen  five  cases  in  the  State  during  six 
years.  According  to  the  official  enumeration  of  1899  there  were 
m  Pahang  168  lepers  in  a  population  of  73,000,  giving  the  high 
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proportion  of  about  21  lepers  in  10,000  persons.  Two  of  these  Pahamo, 
lepers  were  Chinese,  the  rest  were  Malays.  There  were  77  ^^^^• 
lepers  in  the  Ulu  Pahang  district,  but  not  a  single  one  in  the 
E!uantan.  Leprosy  is  said  to  be  on  the  spread  in  the  Pekan 
•district,  but  not  in  the  Ulu  Pahang  and  Termerloh  districts. 
Measures  should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  sad, 
•disfiguring,  mutilating  disease.  The  danger  to  the  community 
from  lepers  being  at  large  and  allowed  to  keep  shops,  to  handle 
food,  clothing,   &c.,  to  hire   themselves    out    as    servants    or 

i)rostitutes,  is  a  real  and  great  one.  The  high  proportion  of 
epers  in  this  State  and  the  report  that  leprosy  is  on  the  increase 
in  the  Pekan  district — probably  the  most  thickly  populated  so 
iar  as  Malays  are  concerned — make  the  question  of  protecting 
the  population  from  this  dire  disease  all  the  more  worthy  of 
consideration. 

VI. — Qenbral  Sanitabt  Condition  of  the  State — 
Sanitabt  State  op  the  Chief  Towns  with 
Reference  to  Drainage,  Water  Supply,  Over- 
crowding. 

1.  The  sanitary  state  of  the  chief  towns  was  as  fair  as  could 
T^e  expected  in  the  circumstances.  The  State  is  still  in  its 
infancy,  and  hence  its  sanitation  should  not  be  subjected  to  strict 
scrutiny.  Good  sanitary  work  has  already  been  done ;  no  less 
than  four  Sanitary  Boards  have  been  established  in  the  State, 
and  they  have  enquired  into  and  dealt  with  the  usual  sanitary 
•questions  of  the  day.  By-laws  were  passed  by  the  Sanitary 
Boards  of  the  State  and  are  in  force.  Further  necessarv 
43anitary  improvements  are  simply  a  question  of  outlay,  and  will 
be  accordingly  effected. 

2.  The  water  supply  of  Kuala  Lipis  is  good,  being  derived 
from  the  Lipis  and  Jelai  rivers,  which  are  swift  and  are  not 
appreciably  polluted  by  the  few  scattered  villages  up  river, 
xhe  removal  and  disposal  of  night-soil  and  solid  refuse  were 
satisfactory.     There  is  a  good  fall  to  facilitate  natural  drainage. 

3.  The  water  supply  of  Pekan  is  not  good.  It  is  chiefly 
-derived  from  the  Pahang  river,  which  is  not  swift  at  Pekan  and 
which  is  liable  to  considerable  contamination  from  numerous, 
rather  thickly  populated,  villages  up  river.  The  removal  and 
disposal  of  night-soil  and  solid  refuse  were  satisfactory.  The 
drainage  of  Pekan  is  most  unsatisfactory.  There  is  practically 
no  faU,  the  town  being  almost  on  river  level.  Infectious 
diseases,  especially  cholera,  might  at  any  time  spring  into 
existence  at  Pekan,  which  stands  on  flat,  low-lying,  clay  soil,  in 
the  vicinity  of  swamps  and  unhealthy  vegetation,  and  on  the 
bank  of  a  river  which  is  usually  flooded  in  the  rainy  season. 
Pekan  thus  abounds  in  the  conditions  which  cause  dampness  of 
soil  and  its  saturation  and  contamination  with  sewage  and  other 
organic  matter.  A  damp  soil  so  offensively  contaminated  is 
probably   the  breeding  ground  of  the   cholera  and  small-pox 
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PiAANo,  ffenns.  The  medical  historj  of  Pekan  rather  points  in  the 
1899.  direction  of  unhealthiness,  notably  the  previous  health  historj  of 
""■^  the  Pekan  jail,  the  cholera  scourge  of  1896,  and  the  larse 
number  of  out-patients  in  proportion  to  the  population  of  the 
town.  A  cool  and  refreshmg  sea-breeze,  however,  constantly 
blows  at  Pekan,  which  to  some  extent  compensates  for  its  faulty 
situation. 

4.  Bain  and  well  water  were  the  sources  of  water  supply  at 
Baub,  but  chiefly  well  water,  which  is  not  satisfactory.  The 
laying  on  of  a  public  water  supply  from  hill  springs  has  been 
under  consideration.  The  drainage  was  not  very  satisfactory. 
Night-soil  and  solid  refuse  disposal  were  satisfactory. 

5.  There  is  no  overcrowding  in  the  State.  Cleanliness  of 
person  and  clothing  is  a  matter  of  care  and  attention  among* 
natives,  which  no  doubt  has  something  to  do  with  the  good 
general  health  of  the  population. 

VII. — The    Vaccinations    Pebfobmed    Dubing    the 

Yeab  and  the  Conditions  of  the  Population  in 

Respect  of  Protection  from  Small-Pox. 

There  were  7,619  vaccinations  done  during  the  year,  with  a 

success-rate    of    96*7    per    cent,    against    1,364    in    1898,     A 

considerable  portion  ot  the  population    are   protected  against 

small-pox. 

VIII. — Otheb  Observations  Reqabding  the  Health 
OF  THE  Population. 

1.  The  slight  increase  in  the  amount  of  sickness  recorded 
during  the  year,  as  compared  with  1898,  is  hardly  worth 
consideration — 6213  cases  against  5,741  the  year  previous.  This 
gives  a  recorded  sick-rate  of  85*1  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

2.  The  average  daily  sick-rate  among  the  in-patients  at  the 
hospitals  was  56'6  and  the  death-rate  among  the  in-patients  was 
5*8  per  cent,  against  7*5  in  1898. 

3.  The  health  of  the  population  in  general  was  good,  the 
general  death-rate  was  low — 20*2  per  mille.  There  was  no 
widespread  epidemic,  the  small-pox  epidemic  being  limited  to 
only  142  persons. 

4.  The  principal  diseases  recorded  at  Kuala  Lipis  among 
Europeans  were — 

Malarial  fevers      26 


Diarrhoea 

Congestion  of  liver 
Skin  diseases 
Dysentery 


5 
3 

14 
1 


D.  H.  McCloskt, 
Acting  Residency  Surgeon 
Kuala  Lipis, 
24eA  July  1900. 
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Bbtubn  of  DiSBASBS  and  Dbaths  in  1899  at  the  following  Pahano, 

Institutions  : — Gbnbbal  Hospital,   Kuala  Lipis  i      ; 

Gaol  Hospital,  Kuala  Lipis  ;  Gbnbbal  Hospital, 
Pbkan  ;  Gbnbbal  Hospital,  Baub. 


DJaoMM. 


GBNBBAL  DISEASEft— 

Bmall-poz 

•••        ••• 

1 

MflUlM 

•»•        ••• 

1 

Typhus 

.#•        ••• 

— 

Dengae 

•••        ••• 

— 

Inflaenn 

.«•        •.• 

6 

Diphtheria     ... 

•••        ••• 

— 

Anaaaroa    ... 

•••        .•• 

•■•{ 

12 

a 

Enteric  Ferer 

•••        ••• 

*•• 

.. 

Cholera 


.••        •••        •••        ••• 


tt.        •••        •«•        •••  ^ 


Yearly  ToteL 


GMea.        Deaths. 


•••        •••        ••# 


Dysentery 

Yellow  Ferer, 

Malarial  Fever      

(a.)  Intermittent        ••« 

(&.)  Bemittent 

(c.)  Pemictoiis  B.«.«        ••• 


•••{ 
•••{ 
•••{ 


lai 

8 

3 
280 

i,aw 


17 


Bemario. 


Kote. — ^This  return   indndes   both    in-patients   and    out-patients.    The 
numbers  of  ont-patients  are  in  thick  figores. 

A90S  T  8 
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Pahangl 
1899. 


Return  of  Dueases  and  Deaths — cont. 

Yearly  Total. 

Diioasee. 

Bemarks. 

' 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

GBNBRAL  DlSEASSft— OOfU 

Sryupelas      •••        •••        ••• 

»•• 

2 

— 

Pynmis         ••#        tt*        ••# 

\" 

— 

— 

SepticsBinift     •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

— 

— 

TetannB         •• 

••• 

— 

— 

Tnberde        * 

#.• 

2 

— 

Leprony— 

••• 

— 

— 

(h,)  AnsBsthetio    

••• 

— 

— 

XftWB    •••           •••           ••#           ••• 

... 

— 

— 

■#• 

2 

— 

Syphilis — 
(a.)  Primary     

•••  " 

1 
6 

— 

(5.)  Seoondary 

••t  ' 

17 

as 

2 

(e.)  Inherited 

•••{ 

2 
10 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

•••{ 

11 
83 

— 

Hydrophobia 

••• 

— 

— 

Soft  Chancre 

••• 

6 

— 

Scurry...        •••        ...        ••• 

••. 

.     ^.. 

— 

Alcoholism     

•  a. 

1 

— 

Delirium  Tremens    

... 

— 

— 

Note.—This  return   includes   both    in-patients   and    out-patients.    The 
numbers  of  out-patients  are  in  thick  figures. 
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Rttum  0/  Distasts  a»d  Deaths— aoaL 


Yearly 

Total 

DiaeMes. 

Remarka 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

GbNERAX  DiSBASBg— eORl 

Rheumatism         • 

27 
298 

^ 

Rhenmatic  Fever < 

3 

2 

— 

G-out ••        ..• 

1 

— 

New  Growth,  non-malignant         ••• 

4 

— 

New  Growth,  malignant     

1 

1 

AnaBinia     < 

19 
47 

2 

Diabetes  mellituB      

1 

— 

Diabetes  insipidm 

— 

— 

Debility     i 

9 
51 

^^ 

• 

LOOAL  DISEASES— 

Diseases  op  the  Nebvous  Ststem— 

Sub-section  1— 

Beri-Beri    •••        •••        ••«  • 

14 
155 

14 

Meningitis     ...        •••        ... 

— 

— 

Myelitis         « 

— 

— 

Hydrocephalus         •••       ••# 

— 

— 

Encephalic  •••        •••        ••« 

— 

— 

Abscess  of  Bndn      

— 

— 

Congestion  of  Brain 

•    — 

— 

Pauamq^ 
1899. 


Note.-«This   return  indndes   both   in-patients 
numbers  of  out-patients  are  in  thick  figures* 

6202 


and   out-patients.    The 
T  I 
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1899. 


2»4 


Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths — cont. 


Diaeafes. 


Local  DugBABBS— eoiK. 

Diaeaaes  of  the  Nenrooa  Syitem— eonl 

dnlHMotion  2* 

Functional  Neryooa  Diaoxdmp— 

Apoplexy 


Ye«ly  Total 


#••        •••        ••• 


Paralyaia 

OhoTes»«« 

EpUepay 

Neuralgia 
Hysteria 


•••   ••• 


•••   ••• 


•••  • 


•«•   ••• 


•••   •••   #•• 


8ub-aeotion  8— 
Mental  DinoaMa 
Idio<^  •••        ••• 


•••        ••• 


ylff^LnyA■ 


!••  •••  •••  \ 


Melancholia  •.. 
Dementia 
Delusional  Insanity  . 


•••        ••• 


Diseases  of  the  Eye 


Ear 


•••        •••  A 


Nose 


Deaths. 


.   1 

2 

1 
8 


8 

8 

8 
1 
6 
104 
1 
40 
5 


Bemarka. 


I^ote.— This  return   includes   both   in-patients   and   out-patients     The 
numbers  of  out-patients  are  in  thick  figures. 
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Meium  of  Diseases  and  JDeaths^ixakU 

Yearly  Total 

niflCMUUM. 

BemarkB. 

ArJOTNWQ^ 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Oisbasbs— eofii. 

DtieueB  of  the  Circulatory  SyBtem  • 

2 
12 

— 

„         „       Respiratory  Systtm^ 

40 
286 

4 

% 

„         „       Digeetive8yBtem..J 

98 
761 

7 

ft         „       Lymphatic  Syvtem- 

6 
10 

1 

„         „       Urinary  SyBtam    •.. 

7 

— 

,         „       GaneratiTeSyBtem... 

4 

— 

Male  Organs  ...  J 

10 
26 

— 

Female    „     ...  | 

1 
20 

— 

»        ft       Spleen    < 

12 
52 

— 

„         „       Oinmsof               ) 
Locomotion.         j 

4 
16 

^^ 

n         »       OeUnlar  Tissue ...  \ 

93 
599 

— 

20 
4i8 

— 

Injnries,  General      

14 
21 

1 

Pahano 
1899. 


Note.— This  retnm   indodes   both   in-patients 
nambem  of  ont-patients  are  in  thick  figures. 


e902 


and   out-patients.    The 
T  4 
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Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths^-^ont. 


Yearly  TotaL 

DlMiMB. 

Bemarka. 

Caaea. 

Deaths. 

Injuries  Local         i 

56 
604 

1 

Snrgioal  OperationB     

1 

— 

Malfomuiiioiis 

— 

•    — 

J;  0180&8               •••            •••           •••            ••»    K 

2 
24 

— ' 

AalaSKVi***              •••              •••              •••              •«• 

12 

— 

Htrnia       •■•           •••        ..•        •••  < 

1 
2 

— 

GftriM  of  Tooth       « 

27 

^ 

Other  DiaesMe  •••       •••       •••        •„ 

20 

— 

Total i 

1,021 
5,102 

63 

Note. — This  retnm   includes   both   in-patients   and   out-patients.    The 
numbers  of  out-patients  are  in  thick  figrnres. 


Kuala  Lipisy 
24^A  July  1900. 


D.  H.  McCloskt, 
Acting  Jtesideiicy  Surgeon. 
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No,  13. 

PER  AK. 

MEDICAL  REPORT  FOR  1899. 


1899 


DISTRICT  HOSPITALS,  IN-DOOR  DEPARTMENT. 

Retubits. 

At  the  commencement  of  tlie  year  1899^  there  remained  in  the 
eleven  District  Hofipitals  1,263  in-door  patients.  Dnring  the 
year  nnder  notice  19,693  cases  were  admitted,  that  is  956  less 
than  in  1898.  The  total  treated  amounted  to  20,946 ;  a  decrease 
of  1,021  on  the  figures  for  1898. 

Out  of  the  total  treated,  16,596  (7923  per  cent.)  were  dis- 
charged; 476  were  transferred;  312  (28  less  than  in  1898) 
absconded  from  hospital;  2,202  died;  that  is,  a  decrease  of  124 
deaths  compared  with  the  previous  year;  and  on  the  dlst 
December,  1899,  there  were,  remaining  in  the  District  Hospitals 
of  the  State,  1,361  patients. 

Admissions. 

There  was  a  decrease  in  admissions  at  the  Districts  Hospitals, 
at  Taiping  (936),  Batu  Gajah  (141),  Gopeng  (106),-  IpcA  (167), 
Eampar  (374),  and  Parit  Buntar  (2).  Admissions  increased  at 
Euala  Eangsar  (22),  Teluk  Anson  (160),  Tapah  (129),  Bagan 
Serai  (453),  and  Selama  (6).  Excepting  at  Selama,  th^.  laiger 
admissions  would  be  accounted  for  mostly  by  the  Railway  con- 
struction works,  and  at  Bagan  Serai,  in  addition,  by  coolies  from 
Irrigation  works  and  new  Estates. 

Deaths.  .       - 

This  portion  of  the  Returns  would  be-  better  understood  by 
reference  to  the  following  tables :  — 
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Pbr^  Total  Deaths:  — 

1899. 


Hospital. 

1898. 

1899. 

Increase. 
1899. 

Decrease. 
1899. 

Taiping  •••        ••• 

••• 

M 

489 

488 

^ 

1 

ir^fi^^  Kaofliar**. 

..• 

A 

126 

110 

— 

15 

Batn  Gajah      ... 

... 

M 

394 

370 

— 

24 

Gopeng 

••• 

M 

278 

241 

— 

37 

Ipoh       •••        ••• 

... 

M 

607 

503 

— 

104 

Kampar 

►.. 

M 

91 

79 

— 

12 

Telnk  Anson    ... 

*•• 

A 

50 

48 

— 

2 

Tapah 

... 

M 

136 

195 

59 

— 

Parit  Bnntar    ... 

••. 

A 

69 

64 

— 

5 

Bagan  Serai     ... 

... 

A 

83 

103 

20 

— 

Selama 

Dtal 

A 

•  •• 

4 

1 

— 

3 

T 

2,326 

2,202 

"" 

124 

DeathB  ocoumng  withia  48  houra  of  admiflsion : 


Hoeinta]. 

1898. 

1899. 

lnoreaae.1 
1899. 

DeereaseL 
1899. 

Taiping 

•  •« 

M 

147 

131 

— 

16 

Koala  Kangsar... 

... 

A 

38 

40 

2 

— 

Batn  Gajah      ... 

•  •« 

M 

75 

72 

— 

a 

Gopeng  •••       ••• 

... 

M 

62 

47 

— 

15 

Ipoh      •••       •■• 

... 

M 

170 

136 

— 

34 

Kampar,*. 

... 

M 

67 

52 

— 

5 

Telnk  Anson    ... 

... 

A 

16 

11 

— 

5 

Tapah 

... 

M 

45 

42 

— 

3 

Parit  Bnntar    ... 

... 

A 

12 

17 

6 

— 

Bagan  Serai      ... 

... 

A 

16 

19 

8 

— 

oeiania  ...       ... 

... 

otal 

A 

... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T 

638 

567 

— 

71 
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Peremtage  of  deailiB,  indTunra  of  all  omm:— 


Hoepii 

aL 

1898. 

1899. 

Increase. 
1899. 

Deoreue. 
1899. 

Taiping 

M 

11-28 

14-26 

2-98 

.^ 

Kuala  Kangaar... 

...        A 

8-60 

7-49 

— 

1-11 

Bato  Gajah      .. 

...       M 

10-84 

10-66 

— 

•18 

Gopeng 

M 

1311 

1211 

— 

1-00 

Ipoh      

...       M 

16-22 

14-27 

— 

1-96 

Kunpar 

.••       M 

6-69 

8-06 

1-37 

— 

Telnk  Anson    ... 

...        A 

6-62 

6-20 

— 

1-42 

Tkpah 

...       M 

8-01 

10-47 

2-46 

— 

Parit  Bnntar    .. 

A 

6-13 

5-76 

— 

•38 

Bagan  Serai     ... 

...        A 

i*80 

4-78 

— 

•02 

Belama 

...        A 
Total      ... 

8-88 

212 

6-76 

10-67 

10-51 

•06 

Pbbax, 

1899. 


Percentage  of  deaths,  escluding 
houTB  of  admiision : — 


those  oocturing  within  48 


Hospital. 

1898. 

1899. 

Increase. 
1899. 

Decrease. 
1899. 

Taiping 

M 

8-17 

10-85 

2-68 

... 

Koala  Kangsar... 

A 

614 

4-90 

— 

1-24 

Bato  Gajah      ... 

U 

8-96 

8-77 

— 

-19 

Gopeng 

U 

10-50 

9-98 

— 

-62 

Ipoh      

u 

12-23 

10-83 

— 

1-40 

Kampar 

u 

2-60 

2-91 

•31 

— 

Telok  Anson    ... 

A 

4-60 

4-05 

— 

-55 

Tapah 

M 

5-50 

8-40 

2-90 

— 

Parit  Bontar  ... 

A 

5-07 

4-22 

— 

•85 

Bagan  Serai     ... 

..       A 

3-93 

3-93 

— 

«. 

Selama 

A 
J       ... 

8-88 

212 

— 

6-76 

Toti 

7-90 

8-02 

-12 
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BttUK,  The  fatal  cases  hare  been  classed  in  these  tables  into  two 

|1899.  Bets: — (a)  inclusive  of  all  deaths,  (6)  exclusive  of  deaths  occur- 
ring  within  48  hours  of  patiente  reaching  the  hospitals.  The 
latter  amount  to  as  many  as  567,  out  of  the  grand  total  of  2,202, 
i,e,,  25*74  per  cent.  The  percentage  of  deaths,  inclusive  of  all 
cases,  was  10*51,  against  10*57  in  1898.  Excluding  deaths 
within  48  hours,  then  the  rate  of  mortality  of  those  who  had  a 
chance  of  coming  under  medical  treatment  falls  to  8*02  per  cent. 
Again,  if  these  tables  are  looked  into,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the 
greatest  number  of  deaths  and  the  highest  rates  of  mortality 
have  been  in  the  sections  where  mining  is  the  chief  occupation, 
and  is  a  contrast  with  the  agricultural  divisions,  where  a  lower 
death  rate  prevails.  Alluvial  tin  mining  is  not  a  healthy  occupa^ 
tion.  In  the  tables,  the  mining  and  agricultural  divisions  have 
been  distinguished  with  the  letters  M  and  A,  respectively.  All 
points  taken  into  account,  the  rate  of  mortality  at  the  District 
Hospitals  is  satisfactory.  Compared  with  1898,  there  was  a  rise 
at  three  hospitals — Larut  by  2*98  per  cent.,  accounted  for  no 
doubt  by  the  large  decrease  of  936  in  admissions;  Kampar  hf 
1*37  per  cent.,  a  similar  explanation  will  hold  good  here; 
Tapah  by  2*46  per  cent.,  where  the  large  number  of  coolie* 
exposed  to  bad  influences  when  employed  on  Railway  construe- 
tion  contributed  to  an  increase  both  under  heads  "  admissions  " 
and  "deaths." 

Daily  Avsbaoe  of  Sick. 
The  figures  at  the  various  hospitals  are  detailed  in  subjoined 
table :  — 


Hospital. 

1898. 

1899. 

Increase. 
1899. 

Decrease. 

1899. 

Taiping      

237-97 

226*86 

— 

1211 

Kuala  Kangsar     ... 

64-49 

66*16 

-66 

— 

Batn  Gajah 

24210 

219-87 

— 

22-23 

Ctopeng      

148-66 

131*26 

— 

17  40 

Ipoh X 

288-07 

226*38 

— 

62-69 

Kampar      

19*79 

14-61 

— 

6*28 

Telnk  Anson 

40-47 

47-79 

7-32 

— 

Tapah        

82-20 

88-63 

6-43 

— 

Pftrit  Buntar 

69-69 

67-42 

— 

2-27 

Bagan  Serai 

96-24 

98-88 

3-64 

— 

Selama       

2-18 

1-66 

— 

•63 

Total 

1,280-86 

1,176-39 

— 

104-46 
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Behun  of  nationality  of  patients  admitted  during  1899  into     PbbaKi 
the  11  District  Hospitals :  —  18^9. 


Hospital. 

0 

Sf3 

1 

1 

Tamils. 

Other 
Asiatics. 

Total. 

Taiping 

55 

38 

2,243 

49 

881 

154 

3,420 

Kaala    Kangaar 

1 

— 

687 

97 

575 

108 

1,468 

Bata  Gajah     ... 

5 

5 

2,484 

73 

654 

247 

3,468 

Gopeng 

— 

— 

1,615 

40 

252 

82 

1,989 

Ipoh     

1 

— 

3,056 

38 

325 

103 

3,523 

Kampar 

— 

— 

879 

3 

82 

15 

979 

Taluk  Anson  ... 

4 

2 

282 

75 

451 

109 

923 

Tapah 

3 

1 

1,042 

50 

700 

66 

1,862 

Parit  Bantar  ... 

— 

— 

651 

27 

374 

61 

1,113 

Bagan  Serai    ... 

— 

— 

1,204 

9 

932 

9 

2,154 

Selama 

— 

— 

23 

1 

23 

— 

47 

Total       ... 

6^ 

46 

14,166 

462 

5,249 

964 

20,946 

The  Chinese,  who  undertake  the  bulk  of  the  mining  work  of 
the  State,  gave  the  largest  share  of  in-door  patients.  The  Tamils 
and  other  Asiatics  come  next.  Malays,  the  natives  of  the  State, 
come  third  with  462.  On  account  of  incomplete  former  records, 
no  comparison  could  be  made  with  previous  years.  The  question 
of  attracting  Malays,  when  sick,  to  a  greater  extent  to  our  State 
hospitals  has  often  been  discussed.  Most  of  the  Malays  live  at 
points  far  removed  from  the  already  established  hospitals  and 
this  is  a  possible  cause  of  a  larger  number  not  seeking  admission. 
A  suggestion  has  been  made  to  construct  a  hospital  at  some 
selected  point  where  the  Malay  population  is  most  dense,  and 
keep  it  exclusively  for  their  own  use.  Further,  that  the  Medical 
subordinate  stafi  and  servants  be  all  Malays.  It  is  questionable 
whether  any  expenditure  on  hospital  extension  in  this  direction 
Would  be  productive  of  much  good.  As  Muhammadans  are 
naturally  conservative  in  their  ways,  the  time  has  hardly  come 
for  the  Malays  to  make  a  great  departure  in  their  ways  and  leav^ 
their  homes  and  women  folk  when  sick,  and  rejecting  their  own 
medicine  men  go  into  hospital  and  accept  European  methods  of 
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PSBAK, 

1699. 


management  and  medicines.  It  is  quite  different  with  the  other 
Asiatic  aliens  who  are  here  far  away  from  their  own  homes  and 
relations,  and  when  sick  are  glad  enough  to  enter  the  State 
hospitals  for  treatment,  and  at  a  later  stage,  when  hopes  of 
recovery  are  abandoned,  as  a  convenience  of  finding  a  place  of 
comfort  to  die  in  and  from  where  they  get  a  decent  faneral.  At 
the  present  stage  of  the  advancement  of  &ese  States,  the  beet  way 
of  providing  medical  aid  to  Malays  is  through  the  Out^door 
Departments,  either  from  the  fixed  out-door  dispensaries  attached 
to  the  hospitals,  or  the  travelling  disi>ensaries.  Those  who 
would  entirely  refuse  in-door  European  treaianent,  readily  aocepi 
medicines  which  they  could  take  to  their  own  hcmies. 


STATISTICS  OF  POPULATION. 


Births  and  Deaths. 

Subject  to  what  was  written  in  my  previous  year's  report  as  to 
the  uncertainty  of  the  statistics,  I  give  the  following  particu- 
lars:— ^The  estimated  population  for  1899  is  294,297,  com- 
pared with  272,506  in  1898— an  increase  of  21,791.  This  is 
accounted  for  chiefly  by  the  large  influx  of  Chinese  coolies  to 
meet  the  demand  for  labour  in  the  tin  mines. 

Births  registered  amount  to  4,886 — an  increase  of  306  on  the 
figures  for  ike  previous  twelve  months.  The  birth-rate  is  16'63 
per  thousand,  in  comparison  with  16*81  in  1898.  The  number  of 
births  has  improved  slightly  Tmder  each  of  the  heads  of  registra- 
tion as  detailed  below : 


Year. 

Earopeans 

and 
Eurasians. 

Ohineae. 

Malays. 

Others. 

1899      

34 

576 

3,860 

371 

45 

lo«fo           •••             ...             ... 

26 

502 

3,673 

343 

39 

1899  (increase) 

8 

74 

187 

28 

6 

Deaths.— BecoTdei  as  8,756—658  more  ihan  in  1898.  The  rate 
of  mortality,  per  thousand,  is  29*41  and  30*08  for  the  two  years, 
respectively.  This  is  not  unfavourable  when  compared  with  the 
Straits  Settlements ;  for  the  whole  Colony  in  the  year  1898,  the 
death  rate    was    36*70  per  thousand.    Particulars    regarding 
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wkHanMHty  tmder  which  the  deathe  were  regiftered  ave  giTan  i»     Pnui| 
iabjoined  table :  -—  1^^- 


Tear. 

BoropMUu 
and 

Bnzasiaiu. 

Ohineae. 

Malayt. 

IndiaiM. 

Othcra. 

lOtrtr          •••            •••            ••• 

10 

5^18 

2,580 

871 

82 

aO^O         •••           ■••           ••• 

9 

4,«(» 

2,667 

647 

70 

1899  (incnaM) 

1 

SOS 

IS 

224 

12 

ComparatiTe  table  of  rates  of  mortality  for  1899  and  1898,  per 
thousand: — 


T«tr. 

EuropeanB 

and 
Ennsiaaa. 

Chineae. 

Malaya. 

Indiana. 

Otheia. 

XvW       •••         ■••         ••• 

38-09 

23-61 

62-50 

8-69 

lolfo        •••         •••         ••• 

6-98 

36-00 

28-88 

46-68 

7-89 

1  IncTBaso...        ••• 
1899^ 

•ss 

1-91 

-27 

6-82 

1-80 

The  highest  death-rate  has  occurred  during  the  last  two  years 
amongst  Indians.  For  railway  and  road  constracticm  and  irriga^ 
tion  works,  a  considerable  number  of  Indian  Immigrants  have 
and  are  being  introduced  into  the  State,  and  there  is  a  probabili^ 
that  the  death-rate  amongst  Tamils  will  rise.  As  a  class  thej 
hare  proved  to  be  unsuited  to  be  employed  on  new  works  where 
thOT  have  to  be  located  on  land  recently  denuded  of  virgin  forest, 
and  where  fresh  soil  is  being  turned  up.  Chinese  know  better 
how  to  protect  themselves  when  living  imder  such  unfavourable 
conditions,  and  generally  are  less  prone  to  disease.  It  is  advis- 
able to  consider,  even  at  this  stage,  whether  Government  should 
not  by  preference  engage  more  Chinese  labour.  In  the  long  run 
it  would  be  less  expensive. 
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perak.        remarks  on  sickness  at  diffebejjt 

1J^»     '  :  '  SEASONS,  &c. 

The  rainfall  has  been  a  high  one — ^the  highest  since  1885.  At 
Taiping,  184*36  inches  were  recorded.  Dividing  the  year  inte 
thiols,  the  rain  recorded  is  as  follow :  — 

Ist  third,  58*55  inches ;  2nd  third,  47*05  inches ;  3rd  third, 
78*76  inches. 

In  my  previous  Annual  Report,  I  indicated  that  it  was  during 
the  middle  third  of  the  year — ^the  comparatively  dry  season — 
there  was  the  g^ieatest  prevalence  of  sickness  and  deaths.  This, 
however,  has  not  been  the  case  in  1899,  for  it  is  in  the  last  third 
that  the  largest  number  of  admissions  and  deaths  were  returned; 
that  is,  during  the  period  of  greatest  rainfall.   The  figures  are : — 


AdmissionB. 

Deaths. 

Ist  third 

6,867 

664 

2nd    „      

7,110 

789 

! 

3rd    „       

7,901 

829 

This  difierence  may,  I  thinks  be  explained  by  the  fact  that 
the  immigration  of  Chinese  markedly  increased  in  the  last  third 
of  the  year,  and  great  additions  were  made  to  the  mining  popula- 
tion of  the  State.  Previous  to  that,  from  June  to  August,  on* 
account  of  the  prevalence  of  plague,  immigration  from  certain 
parts  of  China  was  prohibited. 

REMARKS  ON  PARTICULAR  DISEASES. 

Shaix-pox. 

Fifty-nine  cases  were  brought  to  notice  and  six  of  these  termi- 
nated fatally.  The  chief  centre  of  the  outbreak  was  in  Krian. 
This  district  is  thoroughly  well  protected  by  vaccination,  but  ii 
is  unfortunate  in  having  along  its  border  the  State  of  Kedah, 
where  vaccination  has  not  received  that  prominent  attention  ii 
deserves,  small-pox  occurred  in  an  epidemic  form  in  Kedah,  and, 
from  time  to  time,  infected  people  came  across  the  border  into 
Krian  and  other  districts  in  Perak,  where  the  disease  manifested 
itself.  Kedah  will,  for  many  years,  continue  to  be  a  breeding 
ground  for  8mall-x>ox  and  a  danger  to  the  health  of  Perak.  In 
Krian  the  population  is  subject  to  considerable  fluctuations 
yearly  in  connection  with  padi  planting.  When  cultivation  is 
in  progress,  and  particularly  at  the  time  of  the  harvest,  there  is  a 
large  influx  of  foreign  Malays.    Kedah  contributes  its  share,  and 
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not  an  inconsiderable  one,  to  tlie  strangers  wLo  visit  the  State  to  Perak^ 
assist  in  the  padi  industry.  A  large  percentage  of  these  people  1899. 
are  un vaccinated.  A  communication  has  been  addressed  to  the 
Eedah  Government  with  the  object  of  inducing  them  to  under- 
take vaccination  systematically.  It  would  be  well  to  go  furthe): 
and  offer  the  loan  of  staff,  and  undertake  to  perform  vaccination 
along  the  boundary  of  Perak,  a  belt  of  protected  country  could 
thus  be  established  along  the  frontier. 

In  the  month  of  March  a  disturbance  arose  in  Krian  through 
the  Malays  making  an  attempt  to  resist  certain  precautionary 
measures  adopted  for  the  suppression  of  small-pox.  It  was  found 
necessary  to  transfer  a  body  of  the  Malay  States  Guides  into  the 
district.  The  ring-leaders  were  arrested  and  suitably  dealt  with, 
and  since  then  no  further  trouble  has  been  experienced.  Well 
recognised  precautions  must  be  adopted  to  stay  the  progress  of 
infectious  diseases,  and  even  the  Malays  must  learn  to  conform 
readily  to  orders  of  Government,  and  not  be  led  away  by  agita- 
tors. As  far  as  possible,  every  consideration  is  shewn  for  their 
religious  prejudices  and  customs.  Generally,  it  is  advisable  not 
to  remove  Malays,  when  attacked  with  small-pox,  to  a  quarantine 
hospital.  They  more  readily  report  cases — and  this  is  a  gain — 
if  treated  at  their  own  homes,  and  with  relations  to  attend  on 
them.  The  practice  has  been,  therefore,  when  circiunstances 
allow,  to  interfere  as  little  as  possible,  and  this,  as  a  rule,  is  prac- 
ticable. The  department  requires  power  to  regulate  the  manner 
of  conducting  funerals  and  disposal  of  dead  in  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  so  that  the  general  community  may  be  safe-guarded. 
On  this  point  Government  has  been  communicated  with. 


EiTTESic  Feveb. 

Enteric  Fever  no  doubt  prevails  to  a  greater  extent  than  the 
hospital  returns — ^total  treated  32,  deaths  22,  indicate.  As  a 
water-borne  disease,  it  has  all  the  necessary  conditions  to  assist 
in  its  spread,  chiefly  amongst  the  Asiatics,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
surprise  that  more  cases  are  not  brought  to  light. 


CnOLESLA. 

Amongst  a  batch  of  Indian  Immigrants  obtained  for  the  Rail- 
way Department,  cholera  manifested  itself  a  few  days  after  their 
arrival.  Five  cases  with  two  deaths  occurred.  There  was  a 
history  of  cholera  on  board  the  immigrant  steamer.  From  per- 
sonal enquiries  made  at  the  time,  it  occurred  to  me  that  a  reason- 
able explanation  of  this  outbreak  was  that  the  new  coolies  had 
brought  clothes  infected  with  cholera  discharges  and  washed 
them  at  the  surface  well  from  which  the  coolie  lines  derived  their 
supply  of  drinking  water.  Amongst  other  precautions  this  well 
was  immediately  closed,  and  a  fresh  one  was  sunk. 

U 
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Pbraxi  Bebi-bxbx. 

1899.  inepe  ^^^  3  113  ^^^  ^j^j^  333  deaths,  t.e.,  10-69  per  cent, 

la  1898  the  total  treated  was  3,945  with  327  deaths— ^828  per 
cent  As  I  have  ia  another  part  of  this  report  stated,  the  highest 
rainfall  was  in  the  last  third  of  the  year.  The  greatest  number 
of  admissions  and  deaths  under  beri-beri  was  also  during  this 
period.  This  would  be  in  keeping  with  the  opinion  that  excessive 
wet  has  an  influence  on  the  prevalence  of  this  disease.  In  this 
instance,  however,  the  fact  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  that,  in 
addition,  at  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  we  had  a  considerable 
importation  of  Chinese  coolies,  the  bulk  of  whom  entered  into 
work  in  the  mines,  and  being  non-acclimatized,  would  more 
readily  contract  beri-beri  when  located  in  an  endemic  area. 

My  experience  in  Perak,  after  having  had  the  management 
and  treatment  of  many  thousand  cases  of  beri-beri,  does  not 
permit  me  to  class  it  as  being  an  infectious  disease.  No  instance 
has  occurred  to  my  knowledge  of  any  members  of  the  hospital 
staff  or  servants  contracting  the  disease.  The  ward  attendants 
mix  freely  with  the  patients  and  sleep  in  the  wards  which,  on 
occasions,  were  overcrowded  with  ben-beri  patients.  Many  of 
the  attendants  have  been  patients  who  have  recovered  from  beri- 
beri, and  as  long  as  they  remained  at  work  in  the  hospital,  in 
some  cases  for  a  year  or  two,  they  kept  well.  I  have  known  some 
of  these  men  leave  the  hospital  service,  return  to  tin  mines, 
and  after  a  few  months  come  back  with  marked  symptoms 
of  beri-beri.  There  is  evidence  that  it  is  a  place  disease.  Resi- 
dence and  exposure  at  certain  localities  subjects  one  to  an  attack. 
Our  hospital  wards,  though  used  for  many  years  to  house  beri- 
beri cases,  have  not  become  local  centres  for  spreading  the 
disease.  Their  construction  is  such, — vide  Appendix  A* — ^that 
plenty  of  roof  and  window  ventilation  is  provided  for,  and  in 
addition  the  walls,  made  of  the  outer  hard  portion  of  the  bertam 
palm  stalk  included  in  wooden  frames,  are  arranged  to  move  on 
pivots,  either  in  a  perpendicular  or  horizontal  direction.  The 
wards  could  be  freely  thrown  open  and  the  patients  are  enabled 
to  live  practically  in  the  open  air.  This  no  doubt  has  a  marked 
effect,  for  abundance  of  fresh  air  and  light  are  good  germ 
destroyers.  The  plan  of  hospital  latrines,  and  the  material  out 
of  which  they  are  constructed,  would  also  be  a  safeguard  against 
retention  and  spread  of  infection.  The  floor  of  latrine  is  of 
cement.  With  the  exception  of  a  small  portion  of  the  roof,  no 
.  wood  enters  into  the  construction  of  the  body  of  building,  which 
is  made  of  metal.  The  commodes  and  pans  are  also  made  of 
metal.  The  whole  latrine  is  freely  ventilated.  Appendices  B* 
and  C*  shew  plans  of  latrine  and  metal  commodes. 

Mat.a-rtat.  Fevers 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  total  number  treated  with  fever, 
deaths  and  a  lower  death-rate  in  1899.  The  chief  interest,  as 
regards  malaria,  centres  in  the  discoveries  made  by  Major  Boss 

•  Not  printed. 
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which  justified  him  in  attributing  to  certain  species  of  mosquitoei      PBftAK, 
the  position  of  being  carriers  of  tiie  malarial  germ.     In  a  small       1899. 

way  I  have  endeavoured  to  ascertain  what  different  varieties  of       

mosquito  are  to  be  met  with  here  and  to  obtain  some  knowledge 
of  their  favourite  breeding  grounds  and  generally  to  become 
acquainted  with  their  habits.  The  family  of  eulex  is  abundantly 
represented.  I  met  with  two  varieties  of  these  with  si)otted 
wings.  The  Anopheles,  though  not  quite  so  numerous,  have 
been  found  by  me  in  the  following  districts: — ^Larut,  Kuala 
Kangsar,  Lower  Perak,  Batang  Padang,  in  £inta  at  Batu  Oajah, 
Ipoh,  and  Eampar.  Pressure  of  work  prevented  me  from 
making  further  search,  particularly  in  Krian.  The  Cvlea  breeds 
in  any  place  where  there  is  water  to  receive  their  eggs.  The  size 
of  body  of  water  makes  no  difference  to  the  larvoe.  Any  small 
collection  of  water  in  a  hole  in  the  trunks  of  tres,  fallen  logs,  cut 
bamboo,  coconut  shell,  tin  vessels  or  any  other  receptacle,  wells, 
large  ponds  or  mine  holes,  would  seem  to  be  equally  suited  to 
their  habits.  As  regards  position,  exposure  to  ihe  sun,  in  the 
open  or  in  the  shade,  apparently  hsis  no  influence.  What  I  have 
written  would  apply  to  the  Culiees  generally.  Further  investi- 
gations are  required,  for  it  appears  likely  that  different  varieties 
would  show  a  disposition  to  select  their  breeding  haimts  by 
having  some  regard  for  shade,  quality  of  water,  etc.  I  have 
found  culea  larvoe  in  running  streams  with  a  fairly  strong  cur- 
rent, but  the  presence  of  weeds  is  necessary  to  protect  them. 
After  the  stream  was  cleared  of  weeds  the  larvoe  disappeared  but 
returned  when  the  sides  were  again  overgrown.  This  would  be  a 
reason  in  favour  of  keeping  the  sides  of  drains,  etc.,  free  from 
weeds. 

As  far  as  my  searching  has  gone,  Anophdes  do  not  select 
bodies  of  w^ter  not  formed  in  depressions  and  spaces  in  the  earth 
to  lay  their  eggs  in.  The  larvoe,  no  doubt,  derive  food  from  the 
earth  and  the  different  forms  of  vegetable  growths.  I  have  Hot 
come  across  Anopheles  larvoe  in  collections  of  water  in  holes  or 
trees,  nor  in  any  receptacles  lying  about  in  houses  and  com- 
pounds. It  is  qtiite  a  mistake  to  state  that  Anopheles  only  breed 
in  small  puddles.  The  size  and  extent  of  surface  of  water  makes 
no  difference ;  the  larvoe,  no  doubt,  have  been  more  easily  found 
in  a  small  collection  of  water,  and  unless  carefully  examined, 
their  presence  in  larger  bodies  of  water  may  easily  be  overlooked. 
I  have  found  them  in  the  smallest  holes,  such  as  those  formed  by 
the  hoof  of  a  bullock,  ruts  cut  in  a  road  by  wheels,  and  upwards 
through  all  sizes  of  puddles,  swamps,  x>ondB,  mine  holes,  old 
surface  wells,  and  even  in  an  artificial  lake  with  a  surface  of 
water  of  about  half  a  square  mile  in  extent.  Again  the  presence 
of  fish  or  frogs  in  any  body  of  water  is  not  a  hindrance  to 
mosquito  larvoe,  either  of  the  Culex  or  Anopheles,  being  there 
also.  I  have  found  these  often  in  association  in  the  same  place. 
Fish  may,  to  some  extent,  keep  down  the  number  of  larvoe,  but 
cannot  be  accepted  as  a  means  of  preventing  the  mosquito  breed- 
ing in  any  given  collection  of  water.    In  searching  for  larvoe  it 

8202  XT  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


30R 

PssAK,  must  be  remembered  that  they,  especially  the  Anophdes^  are  keen 
1899.  sighted  and  at  once  disappear  under  the  surface  if  one's  hand  is 
brought  over  the  water.  You  will  therefore  probably  miss 
finding  them  if  only  one  or  two  dips  are  taken.  Repeated  lots 
of  water  should  be  taken  up  and  examined,  and  in  time  the 
mosquito  larvoe  are  forced  to  come  to  the  surface  to  breathe  and 
are  then  captured.  It  is  also  important  not  to  be  satisfied  with 
search  in  the  open  water,  by  preference  look  amongst  grass  and 
weeds  along  the  banks  of  a  ]>ool,  and  particularly  so  in  large 
bodies  of  water  where  fish  are  present.  The  larvoB  seemingly 
seek  shelter  amongst  the  overgrowing  vegetation  on  the  banks. 
y  condensed  milk  tin  will  be  found  to  be  the  most  useful  form  of 
vessel  for  collecting  larvoe  in.  They  are  always  procurable, 
light  and  eaay  to  carry,  and  the  bright  inner  tinned  surface  lights 
up  the  water  and  enables  the  larvoe,  even  the  very  minute  ones,  to 
be  easily  detected. 

To  become  acquainted  rapidly  with  the  varieties  of  mosquitoes 
to  be  found  in  any  given  locality  there  is  no  better  or  simpler 
method  than  that  devised  by  Mr.  L.  Wray,  Curator  and  State 
Geologist,  Perak.  A  small  butterfly  net,  preferably  made  of 
fine  muslin,  is  fixed  to  the  handle  bar  of  a  bicycle,  horizontally, 
and  you  take  a  ride  when  the  mosquitoes  are  out.  You  trawl  the 
air  in  your  progress,  and  get  repaid  with  a  collection  of  every  form 
of  mosquitoes  that  is  about.  The  handle  of  the  net  is  loosely  affixed 
to  the  bicycle,  so  that  when  you  slow  down,  a  half  turn  will  cause 
the  net  to  overlap  the  mouth  and  close  it  up.  To  get  the  mos- 
quitoes out,  place  the  bag  of  the  net  in  a  cyanide  death  bottle. 
The  Anopheles  are  not  given  to  be  abroad  only  about  the  time  of 
sunset  as  nas  been  asserted  by  some.  They  too  like  keeping  later 
hours  and  may  be  met  during  night  time.  There  are  varieties 
of  Ctdea  which  infest  houses  and  go  about  and  attack  man  freely, 
during  the  day  time,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year. 

With  all  the  knowledge  gained,  one  seems,  when  looking  at 
recent  investigations  from  a  practical  i)oint  of  view,  to  be  still 
far  from  being  in  a  position  to  stamp  out  malaria.  Granted  that 
the  mosquito  is  the  only  or  chief  carrier  of  malarial  germs  in  a 
country  like  this,  where  the  rainfall  is  abundant,  and  collections 
of  surface  water  very  extensive,  it  appears  to  be  hopeless  to  be 
able  to  discover  and  remove  the  breeding  grounds  of  this  insect 
pest.  Experience  out  here  would  not  favour  one  yielding  to  the 
mosqxdto  the  whole  share  in  spreading  malaria.  We  have  had 
instances  where  there  has  been  outbreaks  of  fever  in  localities 
where  people  formerly  kept  healthy,  the  only  change  in  the 
atUTOundings  being  extensive  felling  of  jungle  and  disturbance 
of  mSL  Before  and  after  this,  the  usual  extensive  pools  of  water, 
which  served  as  breeding  grounds  for  mosquitoes,  remained 
unchanged,  they  were  not  produced  by  the  turning  up  of  soil.  A 
large  field  for  research  is  available  out  here. 
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Venereal  Diseases. 


Tear. 


1899 
1898 
1899(1 


)    ... 


Treated. 


2,137 

1,677 

460 


Died. 


49 
41 

8 


Leprosy. 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  the  onlj  difficulty  in  the  waj  of 
forming  an  asylum  for  Malay  lepers  has  been  removed.  The 
Colony  of  the  Straits  Settlements  has  ffiven  its  consent  to  the 
Federated  Malay  States  to  use  one  of  the  Islands  of  tibe  Pulau 
Sembilan  group.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  erect  the  necessary 
buildings,  and  when  completed,  the  Mala^  lepers  would  find  a 
comfortable  home  there,  and  be  treated  m  a  manner  in  which 
their  usual  habits  and  customs  will  be  interfered  with  as  little  as 
possible. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE 
STATE. 

Under  the  various  Sanitary  Boards,  sanitation  continues  to 
receive  a  certain  measure  of  attention.  The  small  outbreak  of 
plague  in  Penang  gave  an  extra  impetus,  and  the  inside  of 
dwellings  and  compounds  had  a  more  thorough  cleansing  than 
they  ever  had,  ana  in  carrying  it  out  we  had  greater  aid  than 
usual  from  the  occupants  who  were  generally  only  too  willing  to 
set  their  homes  in  order  against  the  much  dreaded  scourge. 

In  Taiping,  the  main  outlet  drains  from  two  parts  of  the  town 
were  extended,  but  the  improvement  was  not  attended  with  that 
measure  of  success  that  one  would  have  reasonably  expected. 
At  the  points  of  outfall  the  existing  mines  were  a  source  of 
obstruction.  The  town  of  Taiping  requires  deep  drainage  to 
reduce  markedly  the  level  of  subsoil  water.  Water  is  requited, 
especially  during  the  drj  season,  to  flush  out  and  maintain  sweet 
the  surface  drains.  This  could  be  carried  out  at  a  small  cost  by 
bringing  water  from  the  artificial  lake  which  is  situated  above 
town  level. 

The  question  of  incinerators  to  destroy  town  refuse  and  night- 
soil  has  nad  attention  through  the  year,  and  I  submitted  a  report 
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Venereal  diseases  continue  to  spread  without  let  orhinderancc.        ..^ 
Compared  with  1898,  the  number  of  cases  received  into  hospitals 
have  increased. 
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PiBAK,  on  the  working  of  the  existing  incinerators  at  the  request  of 
^  1899.  6oTemment«  A  plan  of  the  one  at  Ipoh  accompanies  this 
— —  report,  Appendix  D^*  It  is  intended  to  provide  incinerators  of 
this  pattern,  somewhat  altered  and  improved,  for  all  the  towns. 
Their  construction  is  inexpensive,  and  thej  are  easily  worked, 
and  the  result  is  quite  satisfactory.  The  combustion  in  these 
incinerators  is  slow,  the  town  refuse  serves  as  sufficient  fuel,  and 
this  refuse  and  night-soil  are  reduced  to  a  harmless  hash  in  a  few 
hours'  time.     The  residue  is  rich  and  could  be  utilized  as  manure. 

In  my  last  report  I  referred  to  the  filling  up  of  mine  holes  in 
the  vicinity  of  our  towns.  This  has  been  attempted  by  me  in  a 
small  way.  Mining  water-courses  have  been  deviated  into  old 
mines  of  some  considerable  size  and  depth,  and  in  a  few  months' 
time  they  have  been  quite  silted  up.  This  is  a  work  that  may 
usefully  oe  extended.  It  costs  little  and  requires  little  attention. 
-  Low  swampy  land  could  thus  be  raised  and  serve  in  time  for 
building  sites. 


*  Not  printed. 
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GAOL  HOSPITALS. 


Daily  Ayerage. 

Per- 

Total 
Treated. 

Total 
Deatha. 

oentage 

of 
Deaths. 

Hospital. 

Sick  in 
Hospital. 

Prisoners 
inGaal. 

Central  Prison, Taiping — 

1898 

434 

3 

14-70 

361-83 

•69 

1899 

449 

4 

20-67 

351-28 

•89 

Batu  Gajah  Gaol— 

l09O    •••               •••               ••• 

680 

13 

19-67 

260-06 

1-91 

1899 

672 

12 

28-47 

209-20 

1-78 

Krian  Gaol — 

1898 

64 

— 

1-30 

35-52 

— 

1899 

29 

— 

•39 

38-88 

— 

At  the  Central  Prison,  Taiping,  the  chief  point  deserving 
notice  is  the  small  outbreak  of  beri-beri  which  began  in  October. 
Twelve  cases  were  admitted  for  this  disease  up  to  the  end  of 
December.  Looked  at  only  as  regards  numbers,  perhaps  it  does 
not  appear  to  be  of  much  importance,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is 
xmf ortunate  that  a  disease  like  beri-beri  has  manifested  itself  in  a 
convict  establishment  which  up  till  now  has  been  remarkably 
health  J.  There  was  no  change  in  the  diet  table  which  has  been 
in  use  for  some  jears  and  gave  satisfactory  results.  The  chief 
change  has  been  since  the  month  of  August  from  when  the  bulk 
of  the  convicts  were  made  to  work  inside  the  goal  wall,  the  only 

Prisoners  employed  on  extra-mural  work  was  the  quarry  gang, 
["his  gang  has  been  remarkably  healthy  and  free  from  beri-beri. 
The  disease  has  been  confined  entirely  to  the  intra-mural  gangs, 
and  especially  those  at  sedentary  work  like  tailors  and  rattan* 
workers.  In  case  beri-beri  shews  a  tendency  to  increase  I  should 
advise  the  men  to  be  again  detailed  for  work  outside  the  goal 
wall. 

LUNATIC  WARD. 

A.  total  of  157  cases  were  treated,  of  these  45  died.  The 
<lealh-rate  was  high — 28*66  per  cent.  The  District  Surgeon 
gives,  as  an   explanation,  the  fact  that    from    August  there 
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appeared  amongst  the  lunatics  a  f  onn  of  general  oedema.    This     Pbbak, 
alone  accoonted  for  19  deaths.  1399 


OUT-DOOR  DEPARTMENT. 

Dispensaries  at  district  hospitals : — 


Year. 

New  Cum. 

BepetitMnis. 

Total  Yiiite 

lo«rD**»             •••             •••             ••• 

JlvVv«»»              •••              •••              ••• 

2»,106 
25,966 

16,188 
14,688 

46,293 
40,643 

Travelling  Dispensaries  : — 

Tear. 

New  Cases. 

Bepetitions. 

Total  Yisits. 

All«fv«»«              •••              •••              ••• 

l0«F«f*»*             •••             •••             ••• 

22,972 
24,894 

18,168 
13,802 

41,130 
38,696 

Uth  March^  1900. 


M.  J.  Wbioht,  H.B.,  CM., 

State  Surgeon^  Perak. 
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Return  of  the  Statistics  of  Population  of  Pbbak 
for  the  Year  1899. 


H     S 

Chinese. 

Malays. 

Tamils. 

Others. 

No.  of  Inhabitants  in  1898... 
„      Births  during  the  year 
IftQQ 

1,289 
34 

140,108 
676 

107,476 
3,860 

14,161 
371 

9,472 
45 

, ,      Deaths  during  the  year 

10 

5,213 

2,580 

871 

82 

„     Inunignuits       during 
the  year  1899. 

„      Emigrants  during  the 
year  1899. 

„      Inhabitants  in  1899... 
Increase         

1,528 

.    1,338 

1,503 
214 

54,663 

32,619 

157,515 
17,407 

8,582 

8,084 

109,254 
1,778 

10,366 

,7,437 

16,590 
2,429 

9,435 

Decrease        

37 

Meteorological  Return  of  Taiping  for  the  Year  1899. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August.. 

September 

October 

NoTember 

December 


Temperature. 


a 

II 


109-2 
111-0 
110-6 
110-6 
112-0 
110-5 
110-0 
1115 
111-6 
111-5 
109-0 
109-6 
110-6 


67-5 
64-5 
68-2 
68-0 
68-5 
68-0 
68-0 
69-5 
68-0 
68-0 
65-2 
67-0 
67-6 


S  5 

'Sa 
-I 


90-0 
90-6 
92-3 
92-5 
93-3 
92-3 
94-0 
92-5 
92-0 
90-3 
90-0 
90-6 
91-7 


QQ. 


S 


69-5 
67-0 
700 
69-0 
71-0 
71-0 
70-4 
71-0 
71-0 
71-0 
68-4 
69-3 
69-9 


20-5 
23-5 
22-3 
23-5 
22-3 
21-3 
23-6 
21-5 
210 
19-3 
21-6 
21-3 
21-8 


a 


Rainfall. 


il 


771 
78-0 
78-2 
79-3 
79-7 
80-0 
80-6 
79-6 
78-9 
78-3 
77-3 
77-2 
78-7 


18-44 
10-39 
17-99 
11-73 
21-30 
13-66 
1-54 
10-56 
20-18 
27-47 
17-36 
13-76 
184-36 


84 
80 
82 
77 
81 
77 
75 
78 
82 
82 
86 
86 
IT 
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Bbtubn   of  DiSBABBS  and  Dbaths  in  1899  at  the  following     Pvrak 

Institutions  : — Elbvbk     District      Hospitals     at       .' 

Taifino,  Euala  Eakgsab,  Batu  Gajah,  Gopbng, 
Ipoh,  Eampab,  Tbluk  Ansok,  Tap  ah,  Pabit  Buntab, 
Baoav  Sbbai,  and  Sblama  ;  Two  Gaol  Hospitals  at 
TAiPiNOand  Batu  Gajah;  Onb  Lunatic  Astlum  at 
Taipinq  ;  On^b  Lbpbb  Asylum  at  Pulau  Jbbbjak. 


Yearly  Total. 

DiMsaes. 

Bomarks. 

Gaaea. 

Deaths. 

OBNEKAL  DISBASKS- 

Snuul-pox    •••         •••        •••        ••• 

5 

— 

Ohioken«pox  •••        •••        •••        ••• 

13 

— 

nM8l6B            •••          •••          •••          ••• 

23 

— 

irlB||ii6«»»           •••           •••           •••           ••• 

"  — 

— 

flflTlTnpS              •••           «••           •••           ••• 

7 

— 

FobncQla       •••        •••        •••        ••• 

12 

— 

Bnt6no  FoTor          •••        •••        ••• 

32 

22 

Oholora         •••        t*»        •••        ••• 

1 

— 

Oysontory      •••        •••        •••        ••• 

i,407 

342 

Bon-bon       •••        •••        •••        ••• 

4,113 

333 

Malarial  Ferer- 

(a.)  Intennittent 

4,260 

81 

(h,)  Bemittent     • 

'488 

120 

(e.)  Penudoiifl  B.           •••        ••• 

3 

3 

Fhagedffina— > 

(a.)  Sloaghing     

23 

11 

(5.)  Hospital  gangrene 

— 

— 

Brynpelaa      •••        •••        •••        ••• 

•    46 '• 

8 

A  ydboua         •••        •••       •••        ••• 

4" 

3 
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816 


1899 


Betum  of  Dueoies  and  Deaths— ^(mt. 

« 

Yearly  Total. 

DiseMes 

Banaika. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

GSNERAL  Dl8EA8B8^-0On<. 

••• 

2 

2 

Tetanus         

••■ 

3 

— 

Tubercle        

••• 

24 

7 

Leprosy— 

(a.)  Tubercular 

(6.)  AniBsthetio 

••• 

•••  ^ 

232 

49 

xaw8  •••        •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

7 

— 

Syphilis — 

(«.)  Primary         

••■ 

486 

2 

(6.)  Secondary     

••• 

1,423 

46 

(c.)  Inherited       

••• 

1 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

••• 

227 

1 

Alcoholism     

••• 

14 

3 

••• 

— 

— 

Rheumatism 

••• 

243 

1 

Gout 

••• 

— 

— 

New  Growths,  non-malignant 

... 

21 

d 

p              malignant    ..• 

••• 

20 

7 

AiCKets          •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

— 

— 

AnsBmia         

... 

631 

70 

Myxoedema    ,.,        

... 

— 

— 

Diabetes  mellitus     

••• 

— 

— 

„         insipidus 

... 

1 

— 

Debility         ..•        •••        ••• 

... 

271 

32 

Other  Diseases         •••        ••• 

... 

61 

9 
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Return  of  Diseases  ( 

and  Deat) 

i#— cont. 

PSBAK 

1899. 

Yearly 

Total. 

DiseaMB. 

Remarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

LOCAL  DISEASES— 

D18BA8E8  OP  THE  Nervous  System— 

Sab-section  1 — 

NeuritiB 

27 

1 

Meningitis         

2 

3 

Myelitis 

1 

— 

Hjdrocephalas 

— 

— 

Encephalitis       

— 

— 

Abscess  of  brain          

2 

2 

Congestion  of  brain     

5 

— 

Snb-section  2— 

Apoplexy           » 

16 

4 

Paralysis 

65 

7 

Bed-sore 

—"      • 

— 

Chorea 

1 

— 

Epilepsy  •••        •••        .••        ••• 

28 

2 

Nenralgia          

16 

— 

Hysteria. ••        ...        ...        ... 

2 

"'— 

Snb-seotion  3— 

Idiocy     .••        •••        •••        ••• 

1 

1 

91 

26 

Melancholia       

53 

16 

Dementia 

45 

8 

Delusional  Insanity     

a. 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  the  System    ... 

...      34 

5 
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Pebak, 

1899. 


Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths— cont. 

Yearly  Total 

DiseaBes. 

RemariBB. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Disbasbs— eon^. 

Diseases  of  the  Etb— 

Gonjanctiya — 

GonjimotivitiB 

.•• 

131 

•— 

Gornea — 

Keratitis 

••• 

39 

1 

Uloeration         ..* 

•  ••• 

61 

1 

••• 

16 

1 

Sohlerotio — 

Staphyloma       

••• 

7 

1 

Iris- 

Iritis       „ 

••f 

21 

— 

aiaucoma 

••• 

2 

— 

Hypopyon         

••• 

2 

— 

• 
Lons — 

Gataraot  •••        •••        ,„ 

••• 

12 

— 

Eyelids— 

Entropion         

••• 

12 

— 

Other  Eye  Diseases     ... 

•*• 

44 

— 

Diseases  or  the  Eab— 

Inflammation       

••• 

4 

1 

Other  Ear  Diseases 

••• 

6 

— 

Diseases  ov  the  Nose— 

Inflammation       •••       m« 

••• 

— 

— 

Other  Nose  Diseases 

••• 

2 

— 
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Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths — cont. 


Diseases. 


Local  Dibeabes — cont, 

CiRCULATOEY  SYSTEM — 

Membranes — 

Pericarditis        

Endocarditis      

Valvular  Disease 
Muscular  Substance — 

Hypertrophy     

Dilatation  

Other  Diseases  of  the  System 
Bebpibatory  System — 
Larynx — 

Laryngitis  

Bronchi — 

Bronchitis         

Asthma  •••        ...        ... 

Lung — 

Congestion         

Haemoptysis      •..        ..« 

Pneumonia        

Gtmgrene  •••        ••• 

Phthisis 

Emphysema       •  •  •        ... 
Pleura- 
Pleurisy  

Empyema  ..•        ••• 

Other  Diseases  of  the  System 


Yearly  Total. 


Cases.         Deaths. 


PERAKf 

1899 


Remarks. 


3 

3 

104 

26 

1 

- 

15 

2 

9 

1 

325 

23 

73 

7 

11 

3 

158 

81 

3 

3 

585 

273 

1 

1 

23 

6 

8 

4 

5 

1 
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PeraKi 

1899. 


Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths — cont. 


Difleases, 


Local  Diseases — cotu. 
Digestive  System — 

Mouth — 

Stomatitis 
Dental  Periostium — 

Gum-boil 
Fauces — 

Tonsillitifl 
Stomach — 

Gastritis 

Dyspepsia 
Intestines — 

Enteritis 

Sprue      

Hernia        

Constipation 

Diarrhoea 

Rectum  and  Anus — 

Hemorrhoids     ... 
Liver — 

Hepatitis 

Abscess  Liver    ... 

Cirrhosis 

Oonjestion  Liver 

Jaundice. 


Yearly  Total. 


Cases. 


15 


108 


4 

25 

64 

964 


14 
5 

62 
3 

48 


Remarks. 


Deaths. 


1 
2 
2 

264 


35 


17 
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8S1 


Return  of  Diseases  i 

md  Death 

t#-H50nt, 

Peeak. 

*          1899. 

Yewly  ToteL 

DiBeaaes. 

Bamarb 

Gum. 

Deaths. 

Local  Dibbmiw    cofU, 

Peritoneum^ 

Peritonitis        

16 

9 

Afldtes • 

Vt 

40 

Other  Diaeuee  of  the  System    ... 

126 

9 

Lymphatic  Stbtbm—    n 

Spleen— 

ppieintls  •••       «».        ...        ««• 

84 

— 

Bnbo      •«•        •••        •••        ••• 

150 

1 

Lymphangitis 

20 

1 

4 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  the  System    ... 

28 

4 

Ubimaey  System— 

Kidney— 

103 

84 

BrighVs  Disease          

175 

53 

HflEimatuna       ...       ...       ... 

8 

— 

Ghylnria...       ...       ...        ... 

—  ■ 

— 

Bladder- 

.  Oystitis  ...       •«•        .••        ... 

« 

— 

Oalonlos...        ••.       ...        ... 

8 

— 

Other  Diseases  of  the  System    ... 

15 

— 

Gbkbbatiyb  System— 

Urethra— 

Btnctiire...        ...        .•*        ••• 

25 

1 

680S 
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Pbbax, 

1899. 


Return  of  Di$ea$es  and  Deathi — csont. 

Diieaaes 

1 

Yearly  Total 

Bemarks 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

Local  DissASift-cont. 

Prepaoe— 

Phimosui..*       •••        ••# 

... 

22 

— 

Paraphimosis    ••• 

... 

9 

— 

Fania- 

Soft  Ohaoore     

... 

115 

— 

Scrotum— 

SloQghing  Scrotum      ••• 

••• 

81 

3 

Tudca  Yagioalis— 

Hydrocele         

... 

9 

— . 

Testide— 

Orchitis  •••        •••        •»• 

... 

49 

— 

Epididymitis     

.•• 

2 

— 

Other  Diseasee  (male)     ... 

••• 

24 

1 

Uterus— 

Metritis  •••        •••        ... 

••« 

4 

— 

Uterine  Displacements... 

••• 

3 

— 

Amenorrhoea     ...        ... 

... 

2 

— 

Dysmenorrhoea 

... 

4 

— 

Menorrhagia     •••        ... 

... 

1 

— 

Leuoorrhoda     , 

.... 

2 

— 

Other  Diseases  (female)  ... 

... 

34 

2 

Obqans  o»  LocoMonoN— 

Bones— 

Ostitis     ...        •••        tf*. 

••• 

4 

— 
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Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths^^^nt. 

Difleaaes. 

YeulyTotaL 

Bnnarhi 

Oaaea. 

Deaths. 

Local  Dtfikarbs— 0on<. 
Organs  of  Looomotion— conl. 
Bones— con<. 

Periostitis 

IS 

- 

Caries     ••4        •••        •••        ••• 

2 

- 

Necrosis  •••        •••        •••        ... 

21 

1 

Joints — 

Synovitis           

70 

2 

Ankylosis          

5 

— 

Spine- 

Caries  Spine      

— 

— 

Cnrvatore  Spine          

1 

— 

Muscles- 

Myalgia  •••        •••        •••        ••• 

14 

.    — 

Other  Diseases      

44 

2 

CoNNECTivB  Tissue— 

CeUulitis 

87 

5 

AOBoess       •••         •••         •«•         «aa 

485 

17 

Gangrene   •••        •••        ••«        ••• 

14 

5 

Skin— 

Eczema      

140 

— 

Psoriasis     

8 

— 

Herpes       •••        •••        •••        ..« 

4 

— 

,,      Zoster      

7 

— 

Ulcer          

2,073 

58 

ISOllaaa                  «••                  •««                  *•.                  »•• 

45 

— 

Oarbunole 

25 

1 

PSRAK,. 

1899. 


6202 


X  2 
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Perak, 

1899, 


Return  of  Diseases  arid  Deaths — cont. 

YflMTlyToteL 

Diseaaea 

lUmarks. 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Diseabe&— coni. 

Skin— eoft^. 

Onjchift      !••        •••        •••        ••• 

2 

— 

Whitlow     

1 

— 

Other  DiseaseB      

60 

1 

GENERAL  INJUKIES— 

Burns  and  Scalds     

10 

— 

Sunstroke      ...        ... 

— 

— 

• 

Multiple  Lijury        

2 

— 

Starvation      ...        •••        •••        ••• 

1 

— 

Snook  •••        •••        •••        «•«        ••• 

2 

— 

LOCAL  INJURIES— 

Bums  and  Scalds     

26 

3 

Wounds         •••        •••        •••        ••• 

729 

9 

Sprains          •••        •••        •••        ••• 

38 

— 

Dislocations 

13 

1 

Fractures,  simple     

83 

8 

„         compound          

40 

6 

Other  Injuries          

156 

8 

SuBQiGAL  Operations— 

Amputation,  Finger        

1 

— 

))           Arm...        •••        ... 

2 

— 

„           xoe  •■•        •••        ••• 

I 

— 

ft           'j^^  •••        ••.        ••• 

* 
1 

1 

Snucleation,  Eyeball       

1 

— 
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Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths — ooDt. 

Yearly  Total. 

DiBeaaeB. 

Reiiiarka 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

:A)0AL  IMJURIBS— «Ofl<. 

Sorgioal  Op«ntioDfl— «oii<. 

Bxdaion  Ooran     

1 

— 

„       Fatty  Tamoar 

1 

— 

OoaBarean  Section 

2 

1 

For  HcBmoerhoidB           

1 

— 

llCalfonnatioiifl      

8 

— 

POISONS— 

Meroory        •••        •••        .••        .•• 

4 

— 

Alcohol          

1 

— 

Opimii***        •••        »••        •••        ••• 

27 

1 

Other  Poisons           

1 

— 

Poisoned  Wonnds 

41 

2 

PARASITES- 

Distomnm  Sineose 

2 

2 

Tosnia  Solium          

1 

— 

Asoaris  Lumbriooides         

35 

— 

Anchylostomnm  Duodenale 

29 

5 

OKjaris  Yermicolaris         

1 

— 

Filaria  Medinenais 

7 

—    . 

Aoarus  Scabiei         

98 

- 

Tinea  Oirdnata        

9 

— 

Other  Parasites        

1 

— 

Under  Observation 

127 

— 

Total 

22,276 

2282 

Pbbak 
1899. 


6202 


z  s 
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VvrUfMBD 

Atraun&A, 
1899. 
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No.  14. 


ST.  KITT8,  NEVIS,  AND 
ANGUILLA. 


ST.  KITTS. 


Bbtubn  of  the  Statistics  of  Population  for  the 
Yeab  1800. 


1 


H 


1 


1  _ 


Number   of    inhabitantB  in 
1898. 

Number  of  Birtba  dnring  the 
year  1899. 

Number  of  Deaths  during  the 
year  1899. 

Number  of  Immigranta  dnr- 
ing the  year  1899. 

Number  of  Emigranta  during 
the  year  1899. 

Number   of   inhabitants   in 
1899. 

Increase  or 

Decrease 


I     32,842 

I 

1,246 

983 
unknown 
unknown 
33,105 

263 
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NEVIS. 


Bbtubk  of  the  Statistics  o£  Populatiok  for  the 
Year  1809. 


Number   of    inhabitantfl   in 


Number  of  Births  during  the 
year  1899 

Number  of  Deaths  during  the 
year  1899. 

Number  of  Immigrants  dur- 
ing the  year  1899. 

Number  of  Emigrants  during 
the  year  1899. 

Number  of  inhalHtante  in 
1899. 

Increase  or 

Decrease 


1 


^ 


H 


1 


I 


r 


St.  Kittb, 

J7E7IB,  AND 

Anouilla^ 
1899. 


14,237 

559 

387 

unknown 

unknown 

14,409 

172 


ANGUILLA. 


B^TURK  of  the  Statistics  of  Population  for  the 
Ybab  1800. 


I 


g. 


1| 


Number  of  inhabitants  in 
1898. 

Number  of  Births  during  the 
year  1899. 

Number  of  Deaths  during  the 
year  1899. 

Number  of  Inuniffrants  dur- 
ing the  yeafr  1899. 

Numoer  of  Emigrants  during 
the  year  1899. 

Number  of  inhabitants  in 
1899. 

Increase  or 

Decrease 


6909 


4,298 

122 

57 

unknown 

unknown 

4,363 

65 

X  4 
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St.  Kim, 

Anouilla, 
1899. 
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Bbtubn  of  DiBEASBS  and  Dsaths  in  1800  at  the  following  St.  Kittb, 
IirsTiTUTioirs  : — Bassetbbbb  Matbbnitt  Cottagb,  anouxuS^ 
Lazabbtto,  P0G8ON  Hospital,  Nbvis  Infibmabt.  i^^- 


Yeaiiy  Total 

Bemarks. 

DiBeaaeB. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

GENEBAL  DISEASEB— 

BniAll-poz      

... 

— 

n6Ul68            •••          !••          ••• 

••• 

— 

— 

Typhus         

... 

— 

— 

DengQ6         •■•        •••        ••• 

... 

— 

— 

Inflnenn       

... 

1 

— 

Diplithenft     •••       ••#        ••• 

... 

— 

— 

Febricula       •••        •••       ••• 

... 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever          

... 

— 

— 

Cholera          • 

... 

— 

— 

Dysentery      

... 

11 

9 

Yellow  Feyer 

... 

— 

— 

HslsrialFew- 

(a.)  Intermittent 

... 

— 

— 

(b.)  Bemittent     ... 

... 

30 

1 

(c.)  Pemidons  B. 

... 

— 

— 

Erysipelss      •••        .••        ••• 

... 

6 

2 

Pynmia         

... 

— 

— 

Septicemia    

... 

— 

Tetanns         

... 

3 

1 

xnbercle        •••        •••        ... 

... 

— 

— 

Carried  forward    ... 

61 

13 
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St.  Kitts, 

NETia,  AND 

Amquilla, 
1899. 


Basseterre  Maternity  Cottage^  ^ 

c.,— oont. 

Yearly  Total 

Rmarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

Brought  forward 

51 

18 

Gbnebal  Diseasbs— «afi<. 

Leprosy — 

i 

(a.)  Tab«rciilar 

81 

5 

; 

(b.)  AiuBsthetio 

.44 

4- 

• 

XRWd    •••            •••            •••            •••            •■•  . 

4 



Syphilis^ 

(a.)  Primary         ,..        •••        ••• 

1 

— 

(6.)  Seoondary     

'  3 

2 

(e.)  Inherited       •••        •••        ... 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoaa 

— 

— 

Hydrophobia  •••        •••        •••        ..« 

— 

— 

Scurvy           •••        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

— 

Alcoholism 

— 

Delirium  Tremens 

— 

Rheumatism 

17 

— 

Rheumatic  Fever     

— 

.  — 

CrOUt,  •••         •••         •••         •••         ••• 

— 

. 

^  New  Growth,  non-malignant 

— 

— 

9,            malignant     •••        ••• 

1 

— 

Anasmia         •••        •••        ••.        ••• 

— 

— 

Diabetes  mellitus     

— 

— . 

,,        inslindus 

— 

.    — 

Debility         •••        •••        •••        ••• 

7 

8 

Total         

169 

27 
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isasseterre  Maternity 

Oottctge^  i 

fc. — cont. 

St.  Kittb, 

Yearly  Total. 

Amgoiuo, 
1899. 

Bemurln. 

Dueasefl. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Brought  forward 

159 

27 

LOCAL  DISEASES— 

IhnABBS  OF  THE  NSBYOUS  STBTBM— 

Bnb-fleotion  1— 

Diseases  of  the  Nerm— 

Neuritis „ 

— 

— 

Meningitis     

1 

— 

MjelitiB         

— 

— 

Hydrooephalns         

— 

— 

Encephalitis 

— 

~ 

Absoees  of  Brain      

— 

-1. 

Congestion  of  Brain 

— 

.. 

Snb-seotion  2^— 

Functional  Nervous  Disorders— 

• 

Apoplexy       

— 

— 

Paralysis        ...        

8 

— 

Chorea           , 

— 

.i. 

Epilepsy        

5 

1 

Neuralgia       

— 

— 

Hysteria        

— 

— 

Sub-section  S— 

Mental  Diseased- 

Idiocy  ...        , 

— 

— 

1 

Melancholia 

«. 

_ 

Dementia       

.. 

.. 

Delusional  Insanity 

1 

1 

Carried  forward 

170 

29 
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.Bt.  KiTT8| 
KBTU,  AMD 

Anquilla, 
1899. 


Basseterre  Maternity  Oottage.  tf 

c— cant. 

Yearly  Total. 

S«narlDi. 

DiBeaaeB. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

Brought  forwird  •••        ••• 

17U 

t9 

Local  J}js&ASEB—cmU 

DueBses  of  the  Eye 

1 

— 

»         M        Ear 

— 

— 

M         n       Noee          

— 

— 

n         „       Giioalatorj  SyBtem 

7 

2 

„         „        Respiratory  System 

13 

7 

„       Digeetive  System  ... 

18 

4 

„         ,,        Lymphatic  System 

2 

— 

„         „        Urinary  System    ... 

11 

6 

„         „       GeneratiTe  System 

— 

— 

„         „       Male  Organs 

13 

1 

„         „       Female  Organs     ... 

63 

4 

»         w       Owpans  of 

Looomotion. 

[4 

— 

^         „        CeUnlar  Tissue     ... 

33 

3 

M         n       Skin           

3 

— 

Injuries,  General         ••«        

— 

— 

54 

2 

Malformations  •••        •••        ...        ••• 

— 

— 

Poisons  •••        •••        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

— 

I(arasites           •••        •••        •.•        ••• 

1 

..     — 

383 

58 

1 

1 

Bnrgioal  Operations     m«        

34 

3 
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CONNIirOHAlf   HOBFITAL. 


DmeMOB. 

Yearly 

TotaL 

HAffnftvka 

Oaaea. 

Deaths. 

JWMiwrKPi 

OENKKATi  DISEASES— 

Snudl-pox      

••• 

— 

— 

Meaalee         

••• 

— 

— 

Typhni          

••• 

— 

— 

Dengue          •• 

••• 

— 

— 

Inflnenn       •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

— 

— 

Diphtheria     •••        •••        ••• 

..• 

— 

— 

Febrioola       

••• 

8 

Enteric  FeTer          

••• 

— 

— 

Oholers         

••• 

— 

— 

Dysentery     •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

40 

18 

Yellow  Ferer 

••• 

— 

— 

(a.)  Intermittent 

••• 

2 

1 

(b.)  Remittent     

■•• 

31 

3 

(c.)  PerniflionB  B. 

... 

— 

— 

Erynpelas      •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

— 

— 

Iryarlulft            •••          •••          ••• 

••• 

1 

1 

oeptionmui    •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

1 

1 

Tetanns         

••• 

1 

1 

Tubercle        

••• 

64 

25 

Leproey— 

(a.)  Tubercular 

••• 

— 

— 

(5.)  Anierthetic    

... 

— 

— 

xawB  •••        •••        •••        ••• 

••• 
••• 

— 

— 

Carried  forward   ••• 

138 

50 

^St.  Kittb, 

Neyis,  and 

Anouilla. 

1899. 
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Bt.  KXTTA) 
KETIS,Ain> 

Anouilla, 
1899. 


3S4 

Ounningham  Hospital-^-^onL 


YmAj  Total 

Aeoiana* 

Diaeaaes, 

Cases. 

Deatbt. 

Brought  forwird  ••• 

188 

60 

GemirUi  Di8iA8i8-^eonl. 

Syphilis— 

(a.)  Primary        

... 

81 

— 

(&.)  Secondary      

.•• 

101 

9 

(c.)  Inherited       

••• 

6 

2 

Gonorrhooa 

••• 

7 

— 

Hydrophobia  ••«        •••        ••• 

••• 

- 

— 

§•• 

— 

— 

Alcoholism 

•.. 

2 

— 

Deliriom  Tremens 

..« 

1 

— 

Bhenmatism 

••• 

9 

— 

Rhenmatio  Feyer     

••• 

— • 

— 

Gout  •••        .«•        •••        ••• 

... 

— 

— 

New  Growth,  non-malignant 

... 

28 

1 

New  Growth,  malignant     ••• 

•«• 

10 

— 

Anpmia         •••        •••        ••• 

••. 

5 

1 

Diabetes  mellitns     

••• 

1 

— 

Diabetes  inaipidos    

•t. 

— 

— 

Debility         •••        •••        ••• 

•«. 

87 

10 

LOCAL  DIHKARB8— 

Diseases  or  the  Nekyous  Ststem — 

Snb-seotion  1— 

Diseases  of  the  Neryes— 

Nenntis         •••        ••• 

— 

— 

Carried  forward    ••• 

876 

73 
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Cunningham  JRo$pitalr''<oo^ 

• 

Yearly  Total 

DiMMee. 

Bemarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Brought  forward 

876 

78 

Local  Di8iA8ah-«m<. 

DiMues  of  the  NervoiuSTrtem-Hmii. 

Bnb-seotioii  1— eoiK. 

DiMues  of  the  Nenre»-«ofi<. 

Meningitis     

8 

1 

MyeUtis         

— 

— 

Hydrooephaliu         

— 

— 

Enoephmlitis 

— 

AbeoesB  of  Brain     

— 

— 

Congestion  of  Brain 

— 

— 

Bnb-teotion  2— 

Functional  Nerrons  Diaoiderfr— 

Apoplexy      

— 

— 

Ftatlyns       

9 

12 

Chorea           

1 

— 

Bpilepsy        

18 

Neuralgia      

2 

Hyateria        ...        

7 

— 

• 

Bnb-seotion  8— 

Mental  Diaeaaoi-* 

■Idiocy 

2 

■ 

9 

1 

Melancholia 

4 

— 

Dementia      

8 

— 

Delnmonal  Insanity 

5 

... 

— 

Carried  forward    ... 

458 

87 

St*  Cm. 

Nsm,  AND 

Ahgitilla, 
1899. 
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St.  KiTTS, 

Nbyis,  and 

Anouilla, 

1899. 


Cunningham  Hospital — cont. 

Yearly 

Total. 

Diseases. 

Bemarln 

Gases. 

Deaths 

Brought  forward  ... 

453 

87 

Local  Diseases— <;(mi. 

• 

Diseases  of  the  Eye 

56 

yy           f)      Jfiar  •••        •.•        ••• 

1 

* 
»i           »»      Nose          

1 

— 

„           „      Circulatory   System 

84 

11 

„           „      Respiratory  'System 

20 

2 

„           „      Digestive  System  ... 

92 

7 

„           ,,      Lymphatic    System 

5 

— 

„           „      Urinary  System    ... 

45 

17 

„           „      Generatiye    System 

— 

— 

„      Male  Organs 

75 

— 

,,           „      Female  Organs     ... 

21 

— 

„           „      Oxvans  of 

Locomotion. 

25 

— 

„           „      Gellalar  Tissae     ... 

46 

1 

n           »      Skin.. 

78 

2 

Injuries,  General         

— 

— 

y,        Local            

68 

— 

Malformations 

1 

— 

Poisons  •••        •••        •••        •••        ••• 

— 

— 

jrarasites..*        •••        •••        •••        ••• 

18 

3 

No  Appreciable  Disease         

33 

— 

Total       

1,072 

130 

Snrgical  Op«ratioiis     •••       • 

205 

6 
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No.  15. 

ST.  LUCIA. 


8t«  Lucu 
1899 


Uetubn  of  the  Statistics  of  Population  for  the 
Year  1899. 


1 
1 

0 

33 

1 

6 

1 
1 

1 

Total. 

Number  of  inhabitants  in  1899 

48,650 

Number  of  Births  during  the- 
year  1899. 

1,865 

Number  of  Deaths  during  the 
year  1899. 

1,191 

Number  of  Immigrants  during 
the  year  1899. 

Number  of  Emigrants  during 
the  year  1899. 

Number    of    inhabitants   in 
1899. 

Increase  or 

■ 

Decrease 

«202 
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St.Ldcia,  Return  of  Disbasbs  and  Deaths  in  1899  at  the  following 
Institutions  : — Viotobia  Hospital,  Yaws  Hospital, 
Poor  Asylum,  Soufbibbb  Hospital,  Vibux  Fort 
Hospital,  Dennery  Hospital. 


Diseases. 

Yearly  Total. 

Remarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

GENERAL  DISEASES— 

Small-pox      •• 

Measles 

Typhus          

L^en^^e          •••       •••       •••       ••• 

Influenza       •••        •••        •••        ..• 

Diphtheria     

f^ebncula       •••        •••        •••        ••• 

Enteric  Fever          

Cholera          ...        •••        ...        ... 

Dysentery      ...        ...        .,.        ... 

Yellow  Fever           • 

Malarial  Fever— 

(a.)  Intermittent 

(&.)  Bemittent     

(c.)  Pernicious  R.           

Erysipelas      

Pyiemia         ...        ...        ... 

Septicsemia 

98 

4 

270 

108 

8 

2 

1 

6 
8 

1 

> 
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Victoria  Hospital^  g-c. — cont. 

St.  Lugjul 
1899. 

Yearly  Total. 

Diseasefl. 

Remarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Gemebal  Diseases— con/. 

Tetanus         

3 

3 

Taberole        

11 

5 

Leprosy — 

(a.)  Taberoalar 

4 

— 

(b.)  Amasthetic 

1 

— 

XftwS   •••          •••          •••          •••          ••• 

73 

1 

Syphilis— 

1 

(a.)  Primary        

18 

— 

(b.)  Secondary     

65 

1 

(c.)  Inherited       

3 

3 

Gonorrhoea    •••        ...        •••        ••• 

3 

— 

Hydrophobia... 

— 

— 

Scurvy           ...        ..»        •••        ••• 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Delirium  Tremens    •• 

— 

— 

Rheumatism 

53 

1 

Rheumatic  Fever     

1 

— 

Gout   •••        ...        ...        ...        ... 

— 

— 

New  Growth,  non-malignant 

11 

— 

„            malignant     

20 

4 

Antemia         ...        ...        ...        ... 

68 

— 

Diabetes  mellitns     

■     — 

— 

„        insipidus    •.•        •••        ••• 

— 

Debility         

85 

28 

6202 

Y2 
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'1899 


340 
Vtrtoria  Hospital^  jpc. — cont* 


Diseaaes. 


Yearly  Total. 


Cases. 


LOCAL  DISEASES-^ 

Sub-seciion  1 — 

Diseases  of  the  Nerves— 

Nenntis 

8 

Meningitis     ... 

6 

Myelitis 

1 

Hydrooephaliia 

— 

Encephalitis  ... 

— 

Abscess  of  Brain 

— 

Congestion  of  Brain 

— 

Snb-section  2— 

Functional  Nervons  Disorders^ 

Apoplexy       ... 

... 

3 

Paralysis 

... 

13 

Chorea 

... 

— 

Epilepsy 

... 

12 

Neuralgia 

... 

15 

Hysteria 

... 

3 

Snb-section  3— 

Mental  Diseases— 

Idiocy 

... 

4 

... 

1 

Melancholia  ... 

... 

— 

Dementia 

... 

1 

Delusional  Insanity 

••• 

3 

Remarks. 


Deaths. 
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Victoria  aospi 

talj  5-c.— € 

;ont. 

St.  Lucia. 

IftQQ 

DiflAflJIAA 

Yearly  Total. 

Remarks. 

A/UNNUNOT* 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Dibbasbb— <Jon<. 

Diseases  of  the  Eye 

18 

— 

ff 

^,        Ear ...        ..«        ... 

8 

1 

11 

,,        Nose          

— 

ft 

„        Circulatory  System 

109 

24 

ff 

,        Respiratory  System 

237 

38 

ff         1 

,       Digestive  System ... 

153 

25 

ft 

,        Lymphatic  System 

16 

— 

ff         1 

,        Urinary  System    ... 

26 

4 

ff         1 

,        Generatiye  System— 

MaleOrgsns     ... 

28 

1 

Female  Organs  ... 

17 

2 

„         „       Omms  of 

Locomotion. 

9 

— 

„         „        CeUular  Tissue     ... 

62 

1 

ff         ff        Skin           

114 

1 

Injuries,  General         

91 

1 

67 

1 

Surgical  Operations     

36 

6 

Malformations 

1 

— 

Poisons  ...        .••        ...        ...        ... 

— 

— 

Parasites 

47 

— 

Ulcers     •••        .*•        .•«        •••        ... 

120 

— 

Oaagtene          

2 

1 

Notdaaofied    

207 

— 

t 

rotal       

2,335 

177 

630f 


Y8 
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^\\^  No.  16. 


ST.    LUCIA. 


REPORT  ON  FILARIA  SANGUINIS  HOMINIS. 


Castries, 

21st  March,  1900. 
Sib, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  His 
Honour  the  Administrator,  a  second  report  on  Filaria  Sanguinis 
Hominis. 

I  stated  in  mj  paper  on  the  same  subject  last  year  that  I  had 
discovered  the  existence  of  Filaria  Demarauay  in  St.  Lucia.  I 
described  the  embryo  worm  found  in  the  blood  of  many  of  our 
natives,  and  noticea  its  peculiar  characteristics  and  movements, 
on  the  field  of  the  microscope.  In  continuing  the  study  of  this 
interesting  subject  I  had  two  objects  in  view;  one  was  to 
endeavour  to  find  the  parental  form  of  Filaria  Demarquay,  and 
the  second  to  trace  out,  if  possible,  the  particular  species  of 
mosquito  which  acted  as  intermediate  host  to  this  special  worm. 

I  pointed  out  last  year  how  the  mosquito  acted  as  intermediate 
host  by  sucking  the  blood  of  a  person  in  whom  Filarial  were 
prevalent,  and  the  different  changes  which  occurred  in  the 
transition  stage  between  a  tiny  embryo  in  the  blood,  its  new  life 
when  swallowed  by  man  in  dnnking  water,  and  finally  its  mature 
stage  when  settled  in  the  lymphatic  system  where  it  beconiies  the 
parent  of  a  numerous  tribe  of  embryo  Filaria,  which  find  their 
way  into  the  general  circulation  of  the  affected  individual,  where 
they  can  be  detected  by  the  microscope. 

The  parental  form  of  Filaria  Noctuma  has  been  found  by 
many  observers  since  1876,  and  is  more  easily  come  across  than 
any  of  the  other  varieties.  This  may  be  explained  by  its  wide 
distiibution  and  prevalence  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  in  fact 
in  all  tropical  countries  where  Elephantiasis  is  known  to  exist. 

The  other  parent  blood-worms  are  more  diflScult  to  detect. 
Dr.  Daniels,  of  British  Guiana,  found  the  parental  form  of 
Filaria  Ozzardi — blunt-tailed  variety — in  some  Caribs  who 
inhabit  the  interior  of  the  country  {British  Medical  Journal^ 
16th  April,  1898).     Subsequent  investagatioti  tends  to  prove  that 
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these  worms  are  identical  with  the  parent  form    of    Filaria  rSr.  Litgia^ 
Perstans,  which  was  found  and  described  hj  Dr.  Manson  in  some        1899. 

natives   of    Calabar  and    the   Congo.      The    embryo     Filaria        

Perstans  under  the  microscope  bears  the  closest  resemblance  to 
the  blunt-tailed  Demerara  variety,  and  it  was  suggested  by 
Dr.  Manson  that  they  probably  belong  to  the  same  species. 
This  theory  has  now  been  proved  correct,  as  the  parent  worms  of 
both  species  are  found  to  be  identical  in  size,  shape,  and  other 
characteristics.  The  two  men  from  the  Congo  who  suffered 
from  Sleeping-sickness  or  Negro  Lethargy,  and  were  sent  to 
England  for  treatment,  had  Filaria  Perstans  in  the  blood. 

The  parental  form  of  the  sharp-tailed  Demerara  blood-worm  * 

(Filaria  Ozzardi)  was  also  discovered  by  Dr.  Daniels.  He 
describes  it  in  the  British  Guiana  Medical  Annual  for  1898,  and 
also  more  fully  in  the  British  Medical  Journal  of  17th  June,  1899. 
He  found  a  complete  worm  (female)  and  a  portion  of  another 
(male)  "  on  stripping  the  peritoneum  from  the  anterior  abdominal 
wall."  Up  to  date  these  are  the  only  parental  forms  of  the 
sharp-tailed  Filaria  Ozzardi  described. 

Previous  to  1898  Filaria  Demarquay  had  only  been  found  in 
the  blood  of  natives  of  St.  Vincent,  W.I.,  and  of  New  Guinea. 
In  1898  I  discovered  the  embryo  Filaria  Demarquay  in 
St.  Lucia,  as  already  'stated,  in  the  peripheral  circulation  of 
many  natives  of  the  Island.  Last  year  I  was  fortunate  enough 
to  meet  with  the  parent  worm  when  making  a  necropsy  on  a 
woman  whose  blood  contained  numerous  specimens  of  the  embryo 
Filaria  Demarquay.  I  found  a  complete,  or  nearly  complete, 
female  worm,  and  a  large  portion  of  another  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  mesentery.  I  submitted  the  worm  to  Dr.  Ozzara,  of  Deme- 
rara, for  identification  and  comparison  with  the  two  British 
Guiana  species.  He  very  kindly  examined  it,  and  sent  me  the 
following  description  : — "  A  female  parental  form  of  Filaria 
Demarquaii  was  recently  sent  me  by  Dr.  Otho  Galgey,  of  St. 
Lucia,  W.I.  The  specimen  was  a  dead  dried  one  on  a  glass 
slide.  I  endeavoured  to  clarify  it  by  means  of  absolute  alcohol 
and  oil  of  cloves  ;  but  not  so  successfully  as  could  have  been 
wished.     It  was  then  stained  with  logwood. 

^'  The  specimen  is  a  complete  one,  and  measures,  in  its  dried 
condition,  about  2^  inches.  At  its  broadest  part  it  measures 
about  1^^  inch.  The  head  and  tail  ends  are  deeply  stained, 
interfering  somewhat  with  a  detailed  examination. 

^  The  head  is  rounded,  and  an  indication  of  a  minute  mouth 
can  be  made  out  with  a  high  power.  No  differentiation  of 
alimentary  canal  into  oMsophagus  and  intestine  can  be  made  out. 
To  all  appearance  the  head  is  similar  to  that  of  the  female 
parental  form  of  Filaria  Perstans  as  described  by  Dr.  Daniels 
in  B.M.J.  of  16th  April,  1898. 

^  At  a  distance  of  about  ^  inch  from  the  head,  the  specimen 
is  unfortunately  broken ;  and  it  is  probably  at  this  point  that 
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St.  LucUi  the  ya^a  opens  externally,  as  at  no  other  part  can  there  be 
1899.  made  out  any  indication  of  the  termination  of  the  vagina  or  the 
""""       ovarian  tubiues. 

^*  An  alimentary  canal  is  clearly  seen  running  the  whole 
length  of  the  specimen ;  and  to  all  appearances  this  canal 
terminates  at  the  extreme  tip  of  the  tail,  instead  of  in  a  papilla 
such  as  is  the  case  in  the  parental  forms  of  F.  Noctuma  and 
F.  Perstans.  It  is  true  that  at  a  distance  of  about  j^^  inch 
from  the  tip  of  the  tail  there  is  a  slight  divergence  m  the 
outline  of  the  animal ;  but  under  high  powers,  even,  no  appear- 
ance of  the  intestine  terminating  there  is  suggested,  nor  does  it 
appear  to  be  anything  more  than  a  slight  irregularity  in  outline. 

*^  The  absence  of  an  anal  papilla,  therefore,  is  a  marked 
contrast  to  what  obtains  in  the  parental  forms  of  F.  Noctuma 
and  F.  Perstans. 

"  The  tail  is  sharply  curved  for  the  last  j^q  or  more,  similar 
to  the  curves  of  the  tails  of  other  parental  lorms. 

^*  The  tip  of  the  tail  appeared  to  be  made  up  of  four  napillary 
processes  (two  sli^tly  overlapping  the  other  two)  insteaa  of  two, 
as  described  by  Dr.  Daniels  in  the  female  parental  form  of 
F.  Perstans. 

**As  in  other  parental  forms,  there  are  two  ovarian  tubes 
containing  ova  and  embryos  in  various  stages  of  development. 
The  embryos  are  so  curled  up  and  crowded  together  that  it  is 
\  almost  impossible  to  say  whether  their  tails  are  sharp  or  blunt ; 
but  as  Dr.  Qalgey  ascertained  that  the  host  durmg  lifetime 
contained  numerous  F.  Demarquaii  and  no  blunt-tailed  embryos, 
it  is  not  of  much  importance. 

"  The  breadth  of  the  ova  varied  from  ^^-q  inch  to  yg"^  inch. 
The  breadth  of  the  ova  of  F.  Bancron;  as  given  by  Lewis, 
varies  from  '^^^  to  jlj^  inch.  In  other  words  the  ova  of  the 
parental  form  of  F.  Demarquaii  are  about  equal  in  breadth  to 
that  of  embryo  F.  Noctuma  itself.  So  that  it  is  easily  under- 
stood that  diseases  such  as  Elephantiasis  do  not  occur  in  those 
the  hosts  of  F.  Demarquaii  or  tne  other  minute  Filarite  such  as 
F.  Perstans ;  whereas  they  may  do  so  in  those  the  hosts  of 
F.  Noctuma." 

From  the  foregoing  minute  and  lucid  description  it  would 
appear  that  the  parental  form  of  Filaria  Demarquay  possesses 
some  points  of  dif^rence  from  all  the  other  parent  worms  as  yet 
described. 

The  parental  form  of  F.  Demarquay  is  extremely  difficult 
to  find.  Many  months  often  elapse  without  meeting  with  a 
Filariated  subject  for  a  post-mortem  examination.  Even  when 
found  it  is  not  always  possible  to  ferret  out  the  parent  worms. 
I  have  searched  carefully  more  than  once  with  a  powerful 
magnifying  glass  in  the  body  of  a  host  whose  blood  contained 
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€mbx7<>  P-  Demarquay  without  succeeding  in  tracing  the  parent-   St.  Luoi1| 
worms.     They  are  exceedly  fine,  like  glossy  silvery  hairs,  and       ^S^^- 
resemble  shinmg  shreds  of  fibrous  tissue. 

The  positions  in  which  the  different  species  of  parent  worms 
have  been  discovered  vary  much.  The  glandular  system  is  the 
haunt  of  F.  Noctuma,  whereas  the  blunt-tailed  F.  Ozzardi  were 
found  ^^in  the  fat  connective  tissues  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
mesentery,  at  the  base  of  the  mesentery,  the  fat  surrounding  the 
pancreas,  and  at  the  base  of  the  gastric  ligaments.  In  one  case 
they  were  also  found  in  the  fat  beneath  the  parietal  pericardium 
at  the  base  of  the  heart. 

The  parent  worms  of  the  sharp-tailed  Filaria  Ozzardi  were 
discovered,  as  I  said  before,  ^'  on  stripping  the  peritoneum  from 
the  anterior  abdominal  wall.  The  worms  were  partly  detached 
in  the  process,  and  consequently  must  have  been  lying  in  the 
subperitoneal  connective  tissue." 

The  parental  form  of  Filaria  Perstans  had  not  been  discovered 
when  Dr.  Manson's  Manual  of  Tropical  Diseases  was  published 
in  1899,  for  I  find  on  p.  496 — "the  parental  form  and  the  life- 
history  of  F.  Perstans  are  quite  unknown." 

In  British  Medical  Journal^  of  16th  December,  1899,  an 
account  of  the  necropsy  on  Eli  Neboko,  the  black  man  from  the 
Congo,  who  died  at  Uharing  Cross  Hospital  of  Negro  Lethargy, 
is  given.  At  p.  1667  the  following  occurs  : — "  An  adult  Filana 
was  found  by  Mr.  O'Neil  in  the  retroperitoneal  tissue  near  the 
aorta,  and  also  several  others  at  the  root  of  the  mesentery. 
These  were  subsequently  identified  by  Dr.  Manson  as  identical 
with  those  described  by  Dr.  Daniels  as  occurring  in  the  Buck 
Indians  of  British  Gruiana."  This,  then,  further  establishes  the 
identity  of  F.  Perstans  of  Africa,  and  F.  Ozzardi  (blunt-tailed) 
of  British  Guiana. 

The  adult  forms  of  F.  Noctuma,  F.  Ozzardi  (bhmt-tailed)  or 
F.  Perstans,  as  they  are  the  same ;  F.  Ozzardi  (sharp-tailed)  ; 
and  finally  F.  Demarquay  have  been  discovered.  It  now  remains 
to  find  more  specimens  of  the  last  two  so  as  to  differentiate 
one  from  the  other. 

The  patholo^cal  rdle  and  the  life-history  of  several  of  these 
FilariflB  are  still  unknown.  F.  Noctuma  is  the  recognised  cause 
of  Elephantiasis,  and  F.  Perstans  is  supposed  to  be  responsible 
for  Negro  Lethargy  {British  Medical  Journal^  16th  December, 
1899).  But  the  part  played  by  the  other  Filarise  has  not  yet 
been  ascertained.  It  seems  incredible  that  myriads  of  these  tiny 
worms  could  infest  the  blood,  and  the  parent  worms  inhabit 
important  regions  of  the  body,  without  causing  some  disease,  yet 
up  to  the  present  no  special  symptoms  can  be  attributed  to  their 
presence,  and  the  pathology  associated  with  their  prevalence  in 
the  human  body  is  not  even  a  matter  of  conjecture.  Here, 
then,  is  a  new  field  for  those  engaged  in  the  scientific  investigation 
of  tropical  diseases. 
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St.  Lucia,  In  endeavouring  to  trace  out  the  particular  Bpecies  of  mosquito 
1899.  which  acts  as  intermediate  host  to  Filaria  ^Demarquaj,  I  met 
with  many  different  varieties  of  the  genus  Culex.  Ciuex  Pipiens 
is  supposed  to  be  the  active  agent  in  conveying  Filaria  Noctuma 
from  one  individual  to  another.  Culex  Pipiens  is  apparently  a 
small,  brown,  unstriped  insect.  It  is  more  than  probable  that 
another  of  the  Culex  tribe  is  the  host  of  Filaria  Demarquay, 
but  up  to  the  present  the  exact  mosquito  remains  a  matter  of 
doubt  and  mystery. 

Among  the  mosquitos  which  I  collected  was  the  famous 
^^  Anopheles,"  which  has  been  immortalized  by  Ross's  valuable 
discoveries.  This  mosquito  conveys  malarial  infection  from  one 
human  being  to  another,  and  has  also  been  proved  to  be  the 
intermediate  host  for  all  the  malarial  parasites.  In  appearance 
Anopheles  differs  from  the  other  varieties  in  the  female  insect, 
having  elongated  pulpi  and  spotted  wings.  Also,  the  position  of 
Anopheles  when  at  rest  is  characteristic.  The  body  projects 
outwards  almost  at  right  angles  from  the  wall  on  which  they 
repose,  whereas  the  Culex  tribe  are  parallel  with  it.  The  larvae 
also  present  some  differences — those  of  Anopheles  lying  flat  on 
the  surface  of  remote  sheltered  natural  puddles  or  ponds,  while 
those  of  the  genus  Culex  float  head  downwards,  when  resting  on 
the  surface  of  the  water,  and  are  to  be  found  in  tubs,  wells,  tanks, 
and  artificial  collections  of  water  close  to  houses.  The  eenus 
Culex  has  been  termed  the  domestic  mosquito,  and  Anopheles, 
rural  mosquito.  The  larvae  of  one  are  to  be  seen  every  day, 
whereas  those  of  the  other  are  most  difficult  to  find.  These 
details  are  of  the  greatest  importance  in  connection  with  the 
subject  of  the  possible  extinction  of  Malaria  by  destroying  the 
mosquito  grubs  with  kerosine  oil  wherever  the  puddles  or 
breeding  pools  containing  the  larvae  are  found.  According  to 
Major  Koss  the  extirpation  of  Malaria  is  feasible  on  the  lines 
indicated  above. 

The  digression  on  the  subject  of  Malaria  may  be  excused  on 
account  of  its  importance,  and  also  because  the  mosquito  plavs 
exactly  the  same  part  with  regard  to  Filaria  as  it  does  to  Malana, 
that  is,  it  acts  by  transmitting  the  disease  from  one  person  to 
another. 

For  diagnostic  purposes  I  found  it  necessary  to  use  a  high 
power  with  the  microscope.  As  there  was  no  ^  inch  oil  immersion 
lens  in  the  Colony,  I  was  obliged  to  import  one  at  my  own 
expense. 

I  have,  &c., 

Otho  Galgey, 

The  Hon.  C.  Dennehy, 

Colonial  Surgeon, 
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St.Vikcbmt, 
1899. 


COLONIAL  HOSPITAL. 


Return  of  Diseases  and  Deaths  in  1899  at  the 
Colonial  Hospital. 


Diseases. 

Yearly  Total. 

Bemarki. 

Oaaea. 

Deaths. 

GENKRAT.  DISEASES— 
Small'pox      •••        ...        ...        ... 

Mea8l66          •••        ...        •••        ••• 

Typhus          •••        ...        •••        ••• 

Dengue          • 

Influenza       •.•        ...        ..•        ... 

Diphtheria     ...        ...        ...        ... 

Febricnla       •••        ...        •••        ... 

Enteric  Fever          

Cholera          •••        •••        •••        ••• 

Dysentery      •••        •••        •••        ••• 

Yellow  Fever 

(a.)  Intermittent 

(6.)  Remittent     

(c.)  Pemicioua  B 

Erysipelaa      •••        • 

Pyssmia         •••        •••        •••        ••• 

Septicemia    •••       •••        •••       ••• 

12 

12 

4 
2 

7 

1       1       1       1       1       1       1       1       1       1       1                 1       1       1       1       1       1 
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Colonial.  Hospital— ronf. 

Yearly  Total. 

DiBeaaes. 

Remarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

OBMBRAI*  DltSA8B8— eoia. 

Tetaniis        •••        •••        •••        ••• 

3 

1 

Tobercle  of  Lang    

16 

11 

• 

Leproqr— 

(a.)  Tnbercnlar 

— 

— 

(6.)  Annsthetic 

— 

— 

Xmwb    •••           •••           •••            •••           ••• 

2 

— 

vUioor           •••        •••        •••        ••• 

1 

— 

Syphilifr- 

(a.)  Primary        

8 

— 

(6.)  Secondary      

4 

— 

(c.)  Inherited       

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

— 

— 

Hydrophobia 

— 

— 

Soorvy           •••        •••        ••«        .,, 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Delirium  Tremens 

— 

— 

BhenmatiBm 

31 

— 

Bhenmatio  Fever     

— 

— 

Gout  •••        •••        ...        •••        ••• 

"" 

— 

New  Growth,  non-malignant 

— 

— 

„            malignant     

— 

— 

Anmmia         • 

40 

_ 

Diabetes        ...        

— 

— 

MeUitus         

— 

— 

St.  Lucii, 
1899. 
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St.Vincint, 
1899. 


Colonial  Hospital— cwne. 

Yearly  Total. 

DiaeaBes. 

Bemarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

General  Diseases— cont. 

Diabetes  insipidns 

— 

—    • 

Debility         

• 

27 

8 

LOCAL  diseases- 

Diseases  OF  THE  Nervous  System— 

Sub-section  1. 

Diseases  of  the  Nerves— 

Nearitis         

1 

— 

Meningitis     

— 

— 

Myelitis         

—  • 

— 

Hydrocephalus         

— 

—    • 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

Abscess  of  Brain     

— 

— 

Congestion  of  Brain 

— 

— 

Sub-section  2— 

Functional  Nervous  Disorders- 

— . 

...M  ■ 

Apoplexy       

1 

1 

Paralysis        

4 

— 

Chorea           

— 

— 

Epilepsy         ••«        .••        «., 

8 

— 

Neuralgia       

1 

— 

Hysteria        •••        •••        ... 

1 

— 
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Colonial  Hospital — eont. 


Yearly  Total. 

Diteftses. 

Remarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Dmsabbs— oont. 

8ub-8ectaon  3— 

Mental  Diseases— 

— 

_ 

Idiocy  •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

— 

Mania...        

... 

— 

— 

Melancholia • 

*•• 

— 

— 

Dementia      

•.• 

2 

— 

Delusional  In.4anity ... 

••• 

— 

— 

Diseases  of  the 'Eye 

••• 

11 

— 

M           >»      Ear 

... 

2 

— 

St.Vinccnt, 
1899. 


„  Circulatory  System 

,1  Digestive  System  ••• 

„  Ljrmphatic    System 

„  Urinary  System    ... 

„  Generative    System 

„  Respiratory  System 

I,  Male  Organs         ..• 

„  Female  Organs     ... 

„      Organs  of 

Locomotion. 

„      Cellular  Tissue     ••• 

„      Skin  

Injuries,  General     

II        ijocai         •••        •%•        ... 

Surgical    Operations,    Major    and 


urgical 
ifinor. 


13 
107 

22 

25 

36 

1 

1 
8 

140 

1 
78 

438 


19 

2 

6 
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St.Yiiicemt, 
1899. 


Colonial  Hospital— < 

wnt. 

Diseases. 

Yearly  Total. 

Remarks 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Diseases— oon^. 

Malformations          

Poisons          

Parasites        

Non-Diseases,  Labour  Cases 

1 

4 

S4 

— 

i 

Total        

1,104 

47 
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No.  18. 


Bblanqol 
1899 


SELANGOR. 


ANNUAL    MEDICAL    REPORT,    1899. 


I  have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  work  done  by  the  Medical 
Department,  Selangor,  during  the  year  1899. 

2.  The  total  number  of  cases  treated  in  all  hospitals,  with 
death-rate,  as  compared  to  the  previous  year,  was  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Admitted. 

Total 
treated. 

Total  deaths  in 
hospital. 

Death-rate 

1898 
1899 

11,694 
11,402 

12,705 
12,371 

1,708 
1,437 

13-44 
11-61 

3.  The  number  of  cases  treated  in  the  hospitals  show  a  slight 
decrease  as  compared  to  the  year  1898. 

The  eeneral  death-rate  of  11*61  per  cent,  is  the  lowest  reported 
for  the  last  thirteen  years. 

4.  The  total  of  1,437  deaths  includes  all  deaths  in  all  hospitals. 
The  number  of  deaths  occurring  within  48  hours  of  admission  to 
hospital  was  275.  These  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  in  a 
practically  moribund  condition,  and  were  necessarily  m  a  state 
beyond  aU  possibility  of  cure.  When  these  are  deducted  from  the 
total  number  of  deaths,  the  hospital  death-rate  is  shown  as  9'39 
per  cent.,  which,  I  think,  may  be  considered  satisfactory. 

Population,  Bibths  and  Deaths. 

5.  The  population  of  the  State  is  practically  unknown..  The 
census  of  1891  gave  the  total  as  81,592,  but  the  registration  of 
births  and  deaths  has  only  been  carried  out  since  1st  July,  1892. 
The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  1,643,  against  1,582  in 
1898,  and  the  total  number  of  deaths  4,958,  as  against  4,893  in 
1898.  The  number  of  births  and  deaths  registered  has,  therefore, 
slightly  increased. 

6.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  Malays,  who  are  practically 
the  only  settled  population  of  the  State,  show  a  total  number  of 
1,220  births,  with  1,145  deaths.    The  births,  therefore,  exceed 
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^"^ftSft^**   the  deaths  by  75.     This  is  satisfactory,  more  especially  when  it  is 

^^'       considered  that  Javanese  and  Boyanese  coolies  are  included  in  the 

total  number  of  Malays.     These  immigrants  are  in  most  cases 

unaccompanied  by  their  women,  so  that,   while  adding  to  the 

death-rate,  they  have  no  opportunity  of  adding  to  the  birth-rate. 

7.  According  to  the  census  of  1891  there  are  only  23^750 
Malays  in  Selangor,  as  against  96,719  in  Perak.  As  very  few 
Malays  avail  themselves  of  European  medical  treatment,  the 
difference  in  the  size  of  the  Malajr  population  of  the  two  States 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  considenng  the  equipment  of,  and 
expenditure  on,  the  medical  departments  of  the  respective  States. 

Prevalence  of  Sickness  at  Different  Seasons,  &c. 

8.  The  temperature  of  the  air  varies  so  slightly  during  the 
Tear  that  no  appreciable  effect  of  change  of  temperature  on  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  State  can  be  noted. 

9.  The  following  table  shows  the  montU^  total  of  cases  of  fever, 
dysenterv,  and  diarrhoea,  admitted  to  the  Kuala  Lumpur  Hospitals 
during  the  years  1898  and  1899,  the  rain&ll  for  each  month 
being  also  shown  : — 


Month. 

Fever. 

Dysentery. 

Diarrhoea. 

BainfaU. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

January 
February    ... 
March 
April 

May 

June 
July 
August 
September  ... 
October       ... 
November  ... 
December   ... 

98 
77 
96 
102 
79 
67 
75 
68 
62 
72 
55 
54 

5f 
59 
43 
66 
69 
75 

101 
92 

111 
67 
88 

113 

15 
21 
24 

26 
30 
16 
18 
18 
14 
19 
12 

10 
17 
8 
9 
17 
29 
19 
23 
28 
13 
25 
23 

76 
32 
30 
31 
25 
35 
20 
38 
37 
43 
37 
27 

27 
21 
17 
20 
12 
18 
28 
23 
12 
24 
32 
39 

Inches. 

6-62 

6-72 

10-31 

16-49 

6-30 

6-30 

6-35 

811 

12-26 

9-53 

12-35 

4-94 

Inohea. 

7-87 

5-97 
8-05 
7-25 

13-88 
5-38 
2-31 
2-58 

12-38 
8-44 
7-27 

10-12 

Total  ... 

905 

938      237 

221 

431, 

273 

106-28 

91-45 
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It  will  be  Been  that  with  a  reduced  fall  of  rain  in  1899,  there 
has  been  practically  the  same  amount  of  fever  and  dysentery  as 
in  1898,  while  the  number  of  cases  of  diarrhoea  has  diminished  to 
a  great  extent.  This  may  be  caused  by  a  more  uniyersal  use  of 
the  pipe  water  supply  as  against  well  water. 


SSLANOOK, 

1899. 


Prevailivg  Diseasbs. 

10.  The  following  return  shows  the  diseases  causing  the 
largest  number  of  admissions  to  hospital  during  the  years  1898 
and  1899 :— 


Niunber 

treated. 

Number  of  deaths. 

Death-rate. 

Difloaae. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

1898. 

1899. 

Beri-beri 

1,870 

1,837 

244 

333 

1300 

18-01 

Rkin  diflosse 

1,747 

1,102 

41 

6 

203 

0-06 

Mskrial  fever     ... 

2,070 

1,872 

151 

55 

7-02 

209 

DiarrhoM 

873 

661 

.    407' 

207 

46-06 

8ia^ 

Dysentery 

781 

659 

800 

188 

32-04 

2805 

Yeneresl  disease ... 

752 

946 

8 

18 

106 

109 

Beriberi* 

11.  The  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  admitted  to  hospital 
decreased  slightly  during  the  year.  An  exceptionally  large 
number  of  acute  cases  were,  however,  admitted,  showing  neat 
resistance  to  treatment,  and  in  most  cases  terminating  &tally  by 
the  so-called  pneumo-gastric  crisis.  The  number  of  deaths 
caused  by  this  disease  increased  from  244  in  1898  to  333  in  1899, 
the  percentage  of  deaths  being  18*12.  It  is  difficult  to  account 
for  this  increase  in  mortality,  more  especially  as  the  high  rate  of 
wages  consequent  on  the  nse  in  the  price  of  tin  has  enabled  the 
coolies  to  live  thoroughly  weD.  There  is  little  doubt,  however, 
that,  unlike  most  tropical  diseases,  bodily  nourishment  has  little 
or  nothing  to  do  with  either  the  susceptibility  to  beri-ben 
infection,  or  with  the  severity  of  the  attack.  Thus,  in  the  Pudoh 
Gaol,  where  the  prisoners  are  extremely  liberally  dieted,  and 
where  they  lead  regular  and  healthy  lives,  15^  cases  of  beri-beri 
occurred,  with  a  death-rate  of  20*39  per  cent,  in  1895,  and  297 
cases  with  a  death-rate  of  18*51  per  cent,  in  1897. 
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^***1So^*'  12.  The  susceptibility  to  infection,  as  well  as  the  severity  of 
^^'  the  attack  in  this  disease,  appears  to  be  directly  influenced  by  the 
'"  duration  of  exposure  to  the  causative  influence.  Thus,  it  was 
suggested  in  1898  that  the  majority  of  the  prisoners  should  be 
sent  away  from  the  gaol  during  the  day  to  do  extra-mural  work, 
so  that  they  practically  only  slept  in  the  gaol.  At  the  same  time 
all  earthwork  in  or  around  the  gaol  was  put  a  stop  to.  The 
result  was  extraordinarv,  for  the  health  of  the  prisoners  improved 
at  once,  and  during  the  year  1898  only  68  cases  of  beri-beri 
occurred,  with  a  death-rate  of  2*94  per  cent.  In  1899,  81  cases 
occurred  with  a  death-rate  of  8*64  per  cent. 

13.  The  death-rate  from  beri-beri'in  the  mining  district  of  Ulu 
Selangor  has  been  very  hi^h  during  the  ^ear.  This  is  probably 
due  to  local  infection  m  certain  mmes  during  removal  of 
overburden. 

14.  The  death-rate  from  this  disease  at  the  District  Hospital, 
Kuala  Lumpur,  was  21*11  per  cent.,  as  against  15*29  per  cent. 
in  1898. 


Skin  Disease, 

15.  A  very  large  number  of  cases  of  ulcer  of  the  leg,  a  very 
common  disease  among  mining  coolies,  are  included  under  this 
heading.  These  ulcers  are  often  very  extensive,  and  of  a  foul 
sloughing  description ;  they,  as  a  rule,  improve  rapidly  under 
treatment,  but  unless  completely  healed  are  very  apt  to  break 
down  again  directly  the  patient  returns  to  work.  Only  six 
deaths  occurred  from  skin  oiseases,  as  against  41  in  1898.  This 
very  marked  improvement  may  be  attributed  to  the  general 
prosperity  and  improvement  in  condition  of  the  mining  classes. 


Malarial  Fevers. 

16.  The  number  of  deaths  caused  bv  diseases  of  a  malarial 
type  was  55,  as  asainst  151  in  1898.  Tne  percentage  of  deaths 
to  total  number  of  cases  treated  was  2*93  only,  whicn  cannot  be 
considered  high.  The  prevalence  of  i«alarial  fever  cannot,  how- 
ever, be  gauged  by  the  death-rate  from  this  disease,  or  from  the 
number  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital.  During  the  last  two  years 
the  coast  districts  have  been  visited  by  severe  outbreaks  of 
malarial  fever.  All  nationalities  have  been  afiected  by  it,  and 
Government  clerks,  Tamils  and  Chinese  coolies,  and  Malay 
settlers  have  been  equally  attacked.  The  fever  is  of  an  ordinary 
intermittent  type,  and  yields  readily  to  treatment  by  rather  large 
doses  of  qumine.  Admission  to  hospital  rarely  becomes 
necessary ;  but,  if  neglected,  the  fever  leads  to  a  cachexic 
condition  which  is  extremely  difficult  to  cure. 
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17.  As  the  consumption  of  quinine  maj  be  taken  as  a  guide  to  Sblamqor^ 
the  prevalence  of  malarial  affections,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  1^^- 
2,088  ounces  of  quinine  were  expended  in  1899,  as  against  1,249  """" 
ounces  in  1897. 

18.  It  is  difficult  to  assign  a  cause  for  this  outbreak  of 
malarial  fever.  It  was  thought,  at  one  time,  that  the  earthwork 
in  connection  with  road-makmg,  granite  quarrying  and  spreading, 
might  account  for  the  increase  of  fever  at  Jugra,  in  the  Kuaui 
Lanmt  district ;  but  it  has  been  found  to  be  equally  prevalent 
on  the  sea-beach,  in  the  Jeram  and  Euala  Selangor  districts, 
among  Chinese  fishermen,  where  no  roadwork  or  quarrying 
operations  have  been  undertaken. 

19.  The  coast  districts  of  Selangor  from  the  year  1890  to  1897 
were  extremely  healthy,  and  malarial  fever  was  a  comparatively 
rare  disease ;  it  is  now  a  very  definite  source  of  discomfort  and 
danger  to  the  inhabitants,  and  I  trust  that  the  attention  of  the 
Director  of  the  Pathological  Institute  of  the  Federated  States 
may  be  especially  drawn  to  the  very  p^at  value  of  careful 
investigation  into  the  conditions  under  which  it  has  developed. 

20.  I  am  informed,  by  a  previous  resident  of  Selangor,  that 
man^  years  ago  a  similar  epidemic  of  malarial  fever  attacked 
the  mhabitants  of  the  Kuala  Selangor  district.  I  am,  however, 
unable  to  procure  any  definite  or  detailed  information  on  the 
subject. 

Dytentery  and  Diarrhoea. 

21.  Both  the  number  of  cases  coming  under  treatment  and 
the  hospital  death-rate  from  these  diseases  have  shown  a  very 
satisfactory  decrease.  Only  207  deaths  ware  caused  by  diarrhoea, 
as  against  407  in  1898,  and  the  deaths  from  dysentery  have  also 
fallen  from  300  in  1898  to  188  in  1899.  This  improvement  mav, 
I  think,  be  almost  entirely  attributed  to  the  thoroughly  well- 
nourished  condition  of  the  majority  of  the  mining  coolies,  and 
the  employment  of  a  very  large  number  of  weakly  vagrants  who 
formernr  wandered  about  the  street  living  an  extremely  irregular 
life  and  often  half-starving.  It  can  be  readily  understood  how 
rapi^y  the  feeble  constitution  of  these  men  gave  way  to  any 
form  of  bowel  complaint,  and  how  futile  all  attempts  at  treat-' 
ment  became. 


Venereal  Disease. 

22.  I  regret  to  report  a  considerable  increase  both  in  the 
number  of  venereal  cases  treated  and  in  the  number  of  deaths 
from  this  disease.  During  the  year  1899,  18  persons  died  in 
hospital  from  venereal  disease,  as  against  eight  in  1898, 
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Selanoob,  23.  Dr.  Lucy,  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  diBtrict  hospital,  Kuala 
^^^^  Lumpur,  at  which  mBtitution  the  greater  number  of  venereal 
cases  were  treated,  reports  that  534  cases  of  venereal  disease 
were  admitted,  against  313  in  the  year  1898.  Of  these  313  were 
cases  of  syplulis,  often  of  a  severe  type,  and  resulting  in  10 
deaths.  Tlus  officer  points  out  that  these  figures  do  not  fully 
demonstrate  the  extent  of  venereal  disease  amongst  the  cooly 
population,  as  large  numbers  are  treated  as  out-patients,  or  by 
Cmnese  doctors.  It  is  probable  that  more  coolies  in  the  Kuala 
Lumpur  district  hi^ve  been  incapacitated  by  venereal  disorders 
than  from  any  other  disease,  beri-beri  included. 

24.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  insist  on  Chinese  coolies  under- 
going a  regular  course  of  treatment  for  syphilis  ;  they  cannot  be 
kept  in  hospital,  and  directly  their  immediate  symptoms  disappear 
they  stop  all  treatment,  with  a  result  that  the  disease  reappears, 
causing  a  terrible  amount  of  suffering.  The  Chinese  doctors 
usually  treat  syphilis  with  very  large  doses  of  some  form  of 
mercury,  resulting  often  in  profuse  salivation  and  general 
mercurial  poisoning. 

25»  I  agree  with  Dr.  Lucy,  who  remarks  in  his  report  that 
**  The  gravity  of  this  state  of  affiiirs  is  apparent,  and  the  respon- 
sibility of  neglecting  measures  which  would  certainly,  to  an 
appreciable  extent,  stop  the  spread  of  the  more  severe  forms  of 
this  disease,  is  no  light  one." 

26.  The  women's  ward  at  the  General  Hospital  has  been  under 
my  personal  charge  during  the  past  10  months,  and  I  can  testify 
to  the  horrible  condition  of  disease  in  which  a  very  large  number 
of  Chinese  women  are  admitted  to  hospital.  It  should  be 
remembered  also  that  these  women  are  only  a  few  out  .of  a  very 
sreat  number  of  sick,  the  majority  of  whom  either  conceal  their 
disease  or  are  treated  by  persons  of  their  own  nationality. 


Infectious  Disecues, 

27.  Only  eight  cases  of  small-pox  occurred  during  the  year. 
One,  a  Chinese  boy,  arrived  on  board  ship  from  Singapore  with 
the  disease,  and  was  transferred  to  the  iniectious  disease  hospital 
at  Klang,  where  he  recovered.  The  other  seven  cases  were 
treated  at  the  district  hospital,  Kuala  Lumpur,  and  made  good 
recoveries. 

OUT-PATIBNTB. 

28.  During  the  year  36,515  visits  were  paid  by  out-patients, 

Einst  34,594  during  the  previous  year.  This  work  increases 
illy,  and  the  Malays  are  now  beginning  to  appreciate  this 
if  relief. 
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General  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  State.  Skjoanoor^ 

1899. 

29.  I  consider  the  State  a  very  healthy  one,  and  the  general        

sanitary  condition  good.  It  is  true  that  the  Chinese  in  the 
mining  districts  and  agricoltural  holdings  hare  no  method  of 
drainage,  and  that  their  surroundings  are  almost  invariably  dirty ; 

the  houses  occupied  by  them  are,  however,  so  thoroughly  venti- 
lated that  it  is  very  seldom  that  any  disease  attributable  to 
unhealthy  surroundings  occurs. 

.    The  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Chief  Towns. 

30.  Each  town  of  any  size  in  the  State  is  under  the  care  of  a 
Sanitary  Board,  consisting  usually  of  the  local  magistrate, 
engineer,  medical  officer,  and  one  or  two  non-officials,  both 
European  and  Native.  The  towns  are  mostly  well  drained  and 
regularly  scavenged  and  cleansed.  The  markets  and  slaughter 
houses  are  under  the  care  of  an  inspector  whose  duty  it  is  to 
inspect  the  food  supply.  Prosecutions  for  selling  meat  and  fish 
unfit  for  food,  and  for  adulteration  of  milk,  used  to  be  rather 
frequent,  but  recently  have  not  been  foimd  necessary. 

31.  The  collection  of  night-soil  bjr  the  Sanitary  Board  at 
Kuala  Lumpur  is  now  regularly  carried  out,  and  has,  so  far, 
proved  a  satisfactory  way  of  disposing  of  the  night-soil,  which  is 
buried  in  trenches  about  1^  miles  from  the  town. 

32.  With  the  exception  of  part  of  the  house  drains,  nearly  all 
the  drainage  in  the  towns  is  entirely  open  and  the  whole  system 
is  constantly  flushed  with  rain  water. 

Water  Supply. 

33.  The  reservoir  water  supply  at  Kuala  Lumpur  is  now 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  Chmese,  and  the  number  of  houses 
fitted  with  stand-pipes  is  rapidly  increasing.  A  large  number  of 
the  house  wells  have  now  been  filled  in. 

The  water  supply  in  other  parts  of  the  State  is  mainly  derived 
from  wells  or  hill  streams,  ana  is,  as  a  rule,  pure  and  good. 

OVERIJROWDING. 

34.  No  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  discovered  during 
the  year. 

Vaccination. 

35.  One  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  persons  were  vacci- 
nated during  the  year,  as  against  2,075  in  189^<.  The  percentage 
of  success,  excluding  those  cases  which  were  not  inspected  after 
vaccination,  was  87*1. 
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SELAROOft'  36.  I  consider  that  the  people  of  all  nationalitieB  are  very 
|^«  fairly  protected  from  small-pox  by  yaccination.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  difficulty  in  persuading  parents  to  haye  their  children 
yaccinated,  and  tney  will  come  from  yery  long  distances  for  this 
purpose ;  it  is,  howeyer,  extremely  difficult  to  make  them  under- 
stand the  necessity  of  re-yaccination  of  adults.  Selangor  is  now 
yery  free  from  small-pox,  and  the  natiyes  thoroughly  appreciate 
the  protection  giyen  tnem  by  yaccination.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
whereas  about  one  out  of  eyery  four  adult  Malays  is  marked 
with  small-pox,  it  is  difficult  to  nnd  a  child  under  12  years  old 
showing  any  marks  of  the  disease. 

Gbvbbal. 

37.  I  should  like  to  again  draw  the  attention  of  Goyemment 
to  the  adyisability  of  gnmting  more  frequent  home  leaye  to 
European  officers.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  in  the  interest  of 
the  Groyemment,  as  well  as  of  the  indiyidual  officer,  a  thorough 
change  of  climate  and  rest  from  work  should  be  obtained  once  in 
four  years.  The  unanimous  proposal  of  the  members  of  the 
Medical  Congress  of  the  Federated  States,  held  in  December, 
1898,  was  to  me  effect  that  eight  months'  leaye  should  be  granted 
eyery  four  years,  and  also  that  the  period  for  optional  retirement 
from  the  senrice  shoidd  be  reduced  to  50  years  instead  of  55  as 
at  present. 

38.  The  following  returns  accompany  this  report : — 

(t.)  Nosoloffical  Return, — ^As  pointed  out  in  my  report  for 
1 898,  this  return  is  only  approximately  correct,  lliere  are  still 
three  hospitals  in  the  State  under  the  care  of  dressers  with  no 
systematic  training  in  medicine  or  surgery,  and  it  is  a  matter^  of 
impossibility  for  tnem  to  diagnose  cases  according  to  a  scientific 
classification.  I  am  of  opinion  that  all  hospitals,  howeyer  small, 
should  be  under  the  care  of  a  qualified  apothecary. 

(it.)  Meteorological  Return. 

.  (m.)  Statistics  of  Population. — I  haye  been  again  obliged  to  omit 
as  entirely  unreliable.  I  belieye  that  a  census  is  to  be  taken  in 
the  year  1901,  and  until  this  is  carried  out  no  trustworthy  returns 
of  population  can  be  proyided. 

E.  A.  O.  Tbavbrs, 

State  Surgeon. 
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Return    of  Diseases  and  Deaths  in  1899  at  all 
Hospitals  in  Selangob. 


Yearly  Total. 

Diseases. 

Remarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

GENERAL  DISEASES— 

1 

1 

1 
1 

Small-pox 

1 
8    1        - 

Measles          

1 

'  !     - 

Chicken-pox 

3           — 

Dengrue 

— 

Influenza       

20 

— 

Mumps          

8 

— 

Febricula 

/      _ 

— 

Enteric  Fever           

15 

7 

Typho,  Malarial       

18 

18 

Dysentery      

659 

187 

Beri-Beri       

1,837 

333 

Malarial  Fever — 

(a.)  Intermittent , 

1,737 

5 

(b.)  Bemittent     

112 

48 

(O  Pernicious  R 

23 

2 

(rf.)  Cachexia       •„ 

448 

81 

Erysipelas      

14 

3 
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Hospitals  in  Selangor— coat. 


Yearly  Total. 

DiacMOt, 

Remarks. 

Gases. 

Deaths. 

ObNEBAL  DI8BA8B8-HX>»<. 

Phagedoona 

14 

3 

Pyaemia         

••        ••• 

2 

1 

Septicfldmia 

••        ••• 

1 

1 

Tetanus         

>•• 

— 

— 

Tubercle        



39 

5 

Leprosy         



261 

50 

(a.)  Tubercular    ... 



— 

— 

(6.)  Aniestbetio    ... 



8 

— 

1  a WB  •*.        .«•        ... 



1 

— 

Syphilis — 

(a.)  Primary        

240 

— 

(&.)  Secondary      

277 

7 

(c.)  Inherited,  Tertiary 

195 

11 

Gonorrhoea 

244 

Hydrophobia 

1 

1 

Scurvy           , 

— 

— 

Alcoholism 

7 

Delirium  Tremens 

1 

Rheumatism 

864 

5 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

_     ! 

Oont 

— 

i 

14 

—       1 

„            malignant     

12 

1 
3    1 

Rackets         

1 

— 

Amcmia 

••        ••• 

227 

29 

SSLANQOm 
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Hospitali  in  SeIangor'''HxmL 


DiseasM. 


Gbnsral  DiBSASia— cofii. 
Purpun        •••        •••        •••        •( 

Diabetes  meUitus 

Debility         •••        •••        •••        .. 

Piematiire  birth       .••        ••• 

Old  Age         •••        •••        •••        •( 

LOCAL  diseases- 
Diseases  OF  THE  Nervous  Stbtbm-* 
Sob-section  1 — 
Diseases  of  the  Nerves— 

Neuritis         

Meningitis,  Sjnnal    ... 

Meningitis 

Hydrocephalos 

Encephalitis 

Abscess  of  Brain      

Haemorrhage,  Brain 

Snb-seotion  8 — 
Functional  Nervous  Disoxdera— 

Paralysis  •••        ••« 

Paraplegia  •••        •••        ••• 

Hemiplegia 

Convulsions 

Epilepsy  

Headache  


Yearly  Total. 


Cas^ 


1 

8 

126 

1 

16 


12 


80 


2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•■• 

25 

8 

7 

8 

91 

IS 

2 

1 

6 

2 

19 

— 
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Hospitals  in  Selangor — cont. 

SSIUNGOS, 
1899. 

Yearly  Total. 

Diseases. 

Remarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

LOOAL  DlBBASES— COIt^. 

Fanotional  Nervoas  Disorders^ 
nonL 

Xearalgia *j 

20 

r- 

Hiocongh       

2 

— 

Jclystena        •••        ■••        ••• 

1 

1 

Dumbness      •••        ■••        ••• 

1 

— 

NenrastheniA 

2 

— 

Snb-section  3 — 

Idiocy            •••        •••        ••• 

12 

3 

Mania  •••        •••        •••        ••• 

29 

13 

51 

19 

„           Chronic 

6 

1 

Dementia      •••        •••        ••• 

18 

6 

„           Chronic 

4 

— 

Temporary  Insanity 

1 

— 

Mania  Acnte  and  otliers     ... 

18 

2 

Diseases  of  the  Eye 

178 

9 

fi         })        Jciar  •••        •••        ••• 

11 

— 

n         »f       Nose          

2 

— 

„         M       Ciroolatory  System 

44 

19 

„         „        Respiratory  System 

566 

142 

^         y,       Digestive  System  ••• 

1,062 

263 

^         „       Lymphatic  System 

119 

1 
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Hospitals  in  S^#2a9i^or— cont. 


Yearly  Total.        | 

DiseMes. 

Remarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Diseases— con(. 

Diseases  of  the  Urinary  System    ... 

147 

30 

„         „        Generative  System— 

„         „           Male  Organs     ••• 

78 

— 

„         „           Female  Organs ... 

14 

1 

„        Omns  of 

Locomotion. 

90 

7 

,,         „       Cellalar  Tiasne     ... 

613 

29 

iy          1)        Dion...        ...        ••• 

1,102 

6 

Lijories,  General         

42 

7 

662 

21 

Surgical  Operations     

386 

9 

11 

1 

Poisons 

10 

1 

X  arasiwes*.*        ...        •••        «••        ••• 

12 

1 

3 

— 

No  discoverable  diseases        

16 

— 

Under  observation       

71 

8 

XOhU        •..           •••           ••• 

12,823 

1,460 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

1899. 


Selangob, 
1899. 


I  haye  the  honour  to  forward  returns*  of  Births  and  Deaths 
registered  in  Selangor  during  the  year  1899. 

Births. 

2.  The  total  number  of  births  was  1,643  with  a  rate  of 
20^36  per  mille,  against  1,582  and  19*389  ]^r  mille  in  1898. 
This  slight  increase  was  general  among  all  nationalities  with  the 
exception  of  Europeans,  among  whom  only  seven  births  were 
recorded,  as  against  13  in  1898. 

3.  It  is  peculiar  that  among  those  of  Eurasian  and  Indian 
nationality  the  proportion  of  boys  bom  ^eatly  exceeds  that  of 
girls,  whereas  among  the  Chinese  and  Malays  tne  sexes  are  more 
equally  divided. 

4.  A  total  of  848  boys  and  795  girls  were  bom  during  the 
year. 

Deaths. 

5.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures  the  death-rate 
has  slightly  increased  : — 


Nnmber  of  deaths 
Death-rate  per  mille  ... 


1898. 


4,893 
59-969 


1899. 


4,868 
60-766 


6.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  is  most  noticeable 
among  the  Malays  and  those  under  the  heading  of  '*  Other 
nationalities.'^ 

7.  A  very  large  number  of  Malay  deaths  occurred  in  Kuala 
Selangor,  where  219  deaths  were  registered,  as  against  130  in 
Ijie  previous  year.  It  is  probable  that  a  large  number  of  these 
deaths  were  due  to  neglected  malarial  fever,  which  has  been  very 
rife  in  the  coast  districts.  The  deaths  among  Malays  in  Kuala 
Lumpur  increased  from  216  in  1898  to  284  in  1899. 

8.  Of  other  nationalities  there  were  94  deaths,  as  against  44 
in  1898. 

9.  The  Chinese  deaths  show  a  considerable  reduction  in 
number ;  this  may  be  accounted  for  to  a  great  extent  by  the 

*  Betnms  not  printed. 
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Selangob,   small  number  of  sinkhehs  employed  in  the  mines.    The  death- 
^^^^        rate  among  sinkheh  labourers  is  usually  very  high. 

10.  In  spite  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  among 
the  Malays,  the  number  of  births  exceeds  the  deaths  by  65. 
This  is  very  satisfactory,  when  it  is  considered  that  all  Javanese 
and  Boyanese  immigrants  are  returned  as  Malays,  almost  all  of 
whom  are  of  the  male  sex. 

11.  The  difference  in  the  numbers  of  the  sexes  in  other 
nationalities  is  too  great  for  any  record  to  be  of  value  as 
indicating  the  general  health  and  prosperity  of  the  State. 

E.  A.  O.  Tbavbbs, 

Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths. 


METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT,  1899. 


I  have  the  honour  to  report  on  the  meteorological  observations 
taken  in  Selangor  during  the  year  1899. 

2.  The  following  returns*  accompany  this  report : — 

(1)  Abstract  of  thermometrical  and  rainfall  observa- 

tions taken  at  six  stations. 

(2)  Abstract  of  meteorological  observations  taken  at 

Kuala  Lumpur. 

(3)  Chart  of  rainfall  taken  at  Kuala  Lumpur  during 

the  last  21  years. 

(4)  Abstract  of  rainfall  registered  in  different  parts  of 

the  State  in  1899. 

(5)  Chart  showing  mean  annual  range  of  temperature. 

(6)  Chart  showing  mean  annual  range  of  barometer. 

(7)  Comparative  table  showing  observations  taken  in 

1898  and  1899. 

(8)  Table  showing  monthly  rainfall  at  Kuala  Lumpur 

during  the  last  21  years. 

3.  The  highest  reading  of  the  barometer  taken  during  the 
year  was  29*999  inches  on  8th  December  at  9  p.m.,  and  the 
lowest  29-703  on  29th  November  at  9  p.m. 

^  Return  (3)  only  is  reprinted. 
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4.  The  mean  ayerage  temperature  in  Kuala  Lumpur  for  the   BiLidNooB,. 
year  was  80-5^  exactlj  the  same  as  in  1898.  1899. 

5.  The  highest  temperature  in  the  shade  at  Kuala  Lumpur 
was  96^  F.,  as  against  98^  F.  The  lowest  recorded  temperature 
was  67^,  the  same  as  during  the  previous  year. 

6.  The  rainfall  was  91*45  inches  onlj,  which  is  yery  uiuch  the 
lowest  fall  we  haye  had  for  the  last  five  years.  Keference  to 
the  chart  will  show  that  the  monthly  fall  differed  in  many 
respects  from  the  abstract  for  the  last  21  years.  May  was  a 
much  wetter  month  than  usual,  13*83  inches  having  been 
registered,  as  against  an  average  of  9*45  inches.  June  and 
July  were,  as  usual,  dr^  months.  August  was  exceptionally  dry, 
only  2*58  inches  bemg  registered,  the  average  bein^  7*18. 
September  was  exceptionally  wet  and  12*38  inches  of  ram  were 
registered,  the  average  being  7*58  inches.  Both  October  and 
November  were  very  much  dryer  than  usual,  but  the  December 
rain  was  about  average.  The  neatest  fall  of  rain  in  any  one 
day  was  6*62  inches  registered  at  Klang  on  19th  November. 
The  rainfall  at  Kuala  Langat  is  reported  as  152*46  inches. 
There  is  some  doubt,  however,  as  to  the  correctness  of  this 
return,  so  I  have  omitted  it. 

E.  A.  O.  Tbavbbs. 

State  Suryean. 
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Sbtohbllxl 
1899. 


No.  19. 

SEYCHELLES. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  GOVERNMENT 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  SEYCHELLES  FOR 
THE  YEAR  1809. 


CEiztraot.) 

Seychelles, 

March  2iid,  1900. 
I. — Vital  Statistics. 

(a.)  With  regard  to  the  Tital  statistics^  I  annex  in  a  tabulated 
form,  the  statistics*  of  the  estimated  population  at  the  end  of 
1898  and  1899,  together  with  the  arrivals  and  departures,  births 
and  deaths,  so  as  to  be  able  to  compare  the  two  years  with  one 
another. 

(b.)  In  1898,  320  coolies  were  imported  by  Oovemment  for 
work  on  the  roads ;  this  increased  the  number  of  amVals,  and 
made  an  artificial  advance  in  the  total  population  for  that  year. 
This  has  been  partly  balanced  by  the  return  of  275  of  these 
coolies  to  India  during  1899,  and  this  accounts  for  the  small 
estimated  increase  at  the  end  of  the  year  1899. 

(e.)  The  increase  would  have  been  much  more  apparent  but 
for  this,  as  the  births  in  1899  exceeded  those  in  1898  by  39,  and 
the  deaths  in  1899  were  fewer  by  86  than  those  in  1898;  this 
would  make  a  total  increase  of  the  resident  population  of  400,  in- 
stead of  103  given  in  the  table. 

{d.)  The  birth-rate  for  1899  is  32*28,  against  30*50  for  1898, 
and  the  death-rate  only  14*00,  against  18*47  of  the  previous 
year. 

(e.)  This  year  was  a  comparatively  dry  one  and  the  temperature 
was  low. 

*  Vide  Appendix  A. 
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On     examining    the     deaths     the    following    numbers   are  Bitohslubs, 


mtereatmg : — 


1899. 


Under  5  yean  old 
Oyer  5  and  under  70 
OTer70 

Total       ... 


1898. 


140 

182 

89 


861 


1899. 


121 

121 

38 


276 


if.)  The  pereentaffe  of  deaths  under  five  years  is  considerably 
in  excess  of  the  deams  at  more  advanced  ages. 

{g.)  This  mortality  amongst  children  is  due  to  the  ignorance 
of  the  parents  more  than  anything  else,  and  to  the  fact  that 
medical  advice  in  the  country  districts  has  been  up  to  now  diffi- 
cult to  obtain,  and  I  have  known  cases  in  which  children  and 
grown-up  people  have  been  brought  into  town  at  the  last  moment, 
only  to  die  in  the  doctor's  consmtinff  room,  and  sometimes  even 
before  they  arrived  there,  or  on  their  way  home. 

(A.)  The  appointment  of  a  mescal  officer  to  the  southern  dis- 
tricts of  Mah6  will,  I  hope,  have  xhe  effect  of  preventing  this  to 
a  great  extent  He  arrived  at  lus  post  in  Octooer,  1899,  and  has 
already,  by  attending  to  some  serious  accidents,  been  able  to 
prevent  a  good  deal  of  unnecessanr  suffering,  and  probably  in 
one  or  two  cases,  to  save  the  lives  of  persons  who  might  otherwise 
have  died. 


II. — Prbvalbkce  op  Sickness  in  the  Different  Seasons 

OF     THE    YbAB,   and    THE     EFFECT   OF    THE    METEORO- 
LOGICAL Conditions  with  Regard  to  Sickness. 

(a.)  The  temperature  is  equable,  with  a  mean  for  1898  of 
79-40<^,  and  78*840  for  1899,  the  maxima  for  the  two  years 
being  8290  and  80-9O,  and  the  minima  77-40  and  77-30 
respectively. 

(&.)  These  observations  are  taken  by  the  Port  Officer,  the 
instruments  being  kepi  in  the  Port  Omce,  in  a  room  situated 
about  20  feet  above  tl^  sea  level. 

{e,)  The  soutE-east  trade-wind  blows  from  the  beginning  of 
May  until  the  end  of  September,  but  during  the  year  1899 
it  began  in  April,  and  blew  with  slight  interruption  until  the 
end  oi  October;  tiiis  accounts  for  the  low  mean  temperature  for 
ihat  year. 

6209  S  AS 
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^WCHJLLIB  (d.)  The  period  during  which  the  south-eafit  trade-wind  blows 
^^*  is  said  to  be  the  most  nealthy  one,  and  the  statistics  lor  the 
year  1898  and  1899  seem  to  bear  this  out.  It  is  also  noticeable 
that  the  months  during  which  the  trade«wind  does  not  blew 
are  the  months  in  which  most  of  the  rain  falls,  and  that  it  is 
during  those  months  that  most  of  the  deaths  occur. 

(e.)  As  to  the  causes  of  death,  I  haye  noticed  that,  amongst 
children  at  least,  dysentery  is  most  common,  either  when  the 
streams  are  low,  and  the  infusion  of  vegetable  matter  in  the 
fitreams  is  very  concentrated,  or  after  rain,  when  the  river  beds 
are  stirred  up,  and  this  vegetable  refuse  is  being  washed  down 
to  the  sea. 

After  a  few  days'  rain,  when  the  rivers,  though  turbid,  are 
dean  of  vegetable  matter,  the  cases  of  dysentery  diminish,  and 
do  not  increase  to  any  extent  until  the  rivers  nave  fallen  and 
have  had  time  to  fill  uj)  with  leaves^  and  sticks  and  other  vege- 
table refuse,  which,  by  its  decomposition  in  the  non-stagnant  or 
semi-stagnant  x>ools,  renders  -^e  water  dangerous  for  drinking 
purposes.  / 

(f.)  As  I  have  only  the  statistics  of  two  years  on  which  to 
base  these  observations,  these  remarks  may  be  rather  premature, 
but  I  think  that  they  will  in  the  main  prove  correct,  as  I  have 
been  for  six  years  in  the  Colony,  and  tne  figures,  which  I  am 
now  able  to  quote  for  tho  first  time  only,  confirm  a  suspicion 
I  had  formed  whilst  I  was  carrying  on  a  private  practice  in 
Mah6. 

\jg.)  With  regard  to  malarial  fever,  I  have  sougrht  for  a  true 
case  ever  since  I  have  been  in  Seychelles,  and  with  the  exception 
of  cases  imported  from  other  countries,  I  have  never  seen  one. 

\jh.)  As  to  the  causes  of  death  a  list  supDlied  from  the  Civil 
Status  Office  would  be  misleading,  seeing  tnat  very  few  of  the 
persons  who  died  have  ever  been  seen  by  a  medical  man,  and  in 
still  fewer  cases  have  certificates  of  the  cause  of  death  been 
given  by  medical  practitioners,  most  of  the  declarations  having 
been  made  by  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  and  their  diagnoses 
are  not  to  be  depended  upon,  as  they  are  either  ignorsCnt  Africans 
or  Creoles  who  have  had  very  slight  general  education,  or  none 
in  matters  connected  with  medicine. 


HI. — GhBNERAL  Plan  of  the  Town. 

(a.)  The  main  streets  of  the  town  are  fairly  wide,  and  suffi* 
cient  land  was  left  between  each  of  them  to  allow  of  gardens 
round  each  house,  and  if  the  ori^nal  idea  had  been  carried  out 
there  would  have  been  not  much  cause  to  complain.  Owing, 
however,  to  the  scarcity  of  building  land,  these  gardens  hav# 
gradually  become  small  colonies,  crowded  with  little  i)oky  huts, 
^nd  along  the  road  front  of  each  plot,  shops  of  one  story  have  been 
allowed  to  be  built  with  their  fronts  opening  on  the  roadway,  not 
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«Ten  leaying  a  looi-wih.    The  result  ha«  been  ih^t.ihe  centre  Sitobium^ 

r .  the  town,  espedaUv  near  tiie  maricet^  has  become  yery  mii^      ^^^' 

overcrowded.    To  make  matters  worse,  eacL  of  these  small  shops 

is  let  to  a  different  person,  usually  an  Indian  or  Asiatic,  and  it 

not  only  serves  as  a  shop,  but  as  a  kitchen,  living  and  sleeping 

room,  tne  owner  and  his  assistants  living  and  sleeping  amongst 

th3  goods  and  provisions  he  offers  for  sale  to  his  customers. 


V. — Epidbmios  which  have  occurbed  during  thb  Year. 

(a.)  The  coiomenoement  of  the  year  was  marked  by  a  slight 
epidemic  of  influensa,  which  soon  passed  off  and  left  no  ill-effects 
behind  it.  Chicken-pox,  as  usual,  was  present  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, in  fact»  the  Colony  never  seems  to  oe  absolutely  free  from 
it. 

(&.)  A  few  cases  of  suspected  small-pox  were  reported  from 
North-west  Bay.  The  disease  was  confined  to  the  persons  in 
which  it  first  broke  out  and  was  of  a  very  mild  type. 

(tf.)  A  severe  epidemic  of  mumps  appeared  in  the  month  of 
May.  The  first  cases  to  occur  appeared  in  the  school  attached  to 
the  convent.  The  disease  was  probably  imported  from  East 
Africa. 

The  first  part  of  the  population  to  suffer  were  the  young  girls, 
the  disease  then  attacked  the  men,  and  when  these  had  nearly 
all  been  attacked,  it  turned  its  attention  to  the  boys,  and,  finally, 
tiie  women.  The  four  epochs  were  well  marked ;  the  reason  of 
this  is  not  evident.  Nearly  the  whole  Creole  population  was 
attacked ;  the  Europeans  (with  the  exception  of  one  family,  the 
children  of  which  attended  the  convent  school)  escaped. 

There  were  many  relapses,  and  the  number  of  cases  in  which 
the  otiier  glands,  sometimes  attacked  by  the  disease  in  epidemics 
elsewhere,  were  implicated,  was  remarkiekble. 


YII. — Obnbral  Observations. 

(a.)  I  append  a  chart*  showing  the  mean  temperature,  rain- 
fall, and  number  of  deaths  for  each  month  during  the  two  years. 

(&.)  The  death-line,  in  black,  shows  that  more  persons  die 
during  the  hot  weather  and  in  the  rainy  season. 

(c.)  The  temperature  line,  in  red,  points  to  April  as  the  hottest 
month. 

*  Vid§  Appendix  B.    Not  printed. ; 
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Hii;tob£llb8|     (d.)  Tlie  rainfall  line,  in  blue,  indicates  that  more  rain  falls 
1899.       in  Januaty  than  in  any  other  month  of  the  year. 

{e.)  The  rainfall  in  Februazyy  1899,  was  phenomenally  small, 
in  fact,  the  whole  year  was  cooler  and  drier  than  1898,  and  the 
death-rate  was  cerlainly  lower ;  whether  this  is  mere  coincidence 
or  not  I  am  unable  to  state,  as  I  am  not  in  possession  of  suffi- 
ciently full  information  to  give  a  decided  opinion  on  the  question* 
and  I  do  not  consider  that  the  statistics  lor  the  two  years  give 
me  sufficient  grounds  on  which  to  base  any  theory  on  the  matter. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


SSTOHBLLW. 

1899. 


Estimaiwd  Popolatioii. 

— 

3lBt  Deoember,  1898. 

SlBt  DeMmber,  1899. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Hales. 

Females. 

Total 

Deaths 

9,400 
182 

9,239 
179 

18,639 
361 

10,098 
157 

9,437 
118 

19,535 
275 

Departnres* 

9,218 

9,060 

18,278 

9,941 
414 

9,319 
73 

19,260 
487 

Births 

9,218 
286 

9,060 
310 

18,278 
5% 

9,627 
338 

9,246 
297 

18,773 
635 

Arrivals 

9,504 
594 

9,370 
67 

18,874 
661 

9,865 
170 

9,543 
60 

19,408 
230 

Total      ..• 

10,098 

9,437 

19,535 

10,035 

9,603 

19,638 

^  The  namber  of  departures  daring  the  year  1898  has  been  deducted 
from  the  number  of  arriTals,  and  the  resulting  figures  are  given  under 
arrivals  for  that  year. 


1898. 

1899. 

Birth  rate       

Death  rate      

Per  1,000. 
30-50 
18-47 

Birthrate 

Death  rate 

Per  1,000. 
32-280 
14-003 

Deaths— 
Under  5  years 
Under  70  years      ... 
Over  70  years 

140 

182 

39 

Deaths— 
Under  5  years    ... 
Under  70  years  ... 
Over  70  years     ... 

Total 

121 

121 

83 

Total 

361 

275  • 
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SiraBuxn. 
1899 


APPENDIX  C. 


Yearly  Total. 

DiMaMt. 

Remarks. 

Oaaes. 

Deaths. 

OENEBAL  DISEASES— 

Syphilia         

• 

18 

1 

Anwik        

•        ••• 

$ 

2 

* 

Debility  (old  age) 

>•        ••• 

8 

— 

OcMtorrhoM 



11 

— 

ADBOQ^B               •••            ••• 

•        ••• 

4 

— 

Rheimiftlitm 

>•        ••• 

iO 

— 

Whitlow        

»•        ••• 

2 

— 

-   £l6MUUdl0         •••           ••• 

»•        ••• 

2 

— 

Mumps          •••        ••• 

•        ••• 

1 

— 

Malarial  Ferer,  Imported  .. 

•        ••• 

2 

Tariodla        

»•        ••• 

8 

.  Inflnena       

•        ••• 

1 

— 

Dysentery      ...        

•        ••• 

18 

— 

DiarrhoBa       

•        ••• 

8 

— 

l^errous  System*-* 

Pkralysis        •••        •••        •« 

•        ••• 

8 

— 

Neuralgia      

»•        ••• 

2 

— 

»•        ••• 

4 

— 

Chorea           •««        •••        •< 

•        ••• 

2 

■  — 

Diseases  of  the  Eye- 

Ophthalmia    

•        ••• 

2 

— 

Gatiract         

t*        ••• 

1 

— 
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Diieani. 

Yearly  Total 

SxtCHELLBS, 
1899. 

Bemarka.           """"^ 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

OBNEBAL  DlSBABEa^-cMt 

sme 

Gireoktion  Syiiem— 

E[6ftrt  diMiM           •••        ••• 

•»• 

2 

1 

Aortic  Anenriim      

••• 

1 

-  — 

Ftficuditis    •••        •••        tt* 

••• 

1 

- 

Oiiaaies  of  the  Lnngt— 

Phthkifl         

••• 

1 

— 

Fionnsy         •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

1 

— 

SmpyCBDUl      •••         •••         *** 

••• 

1 

—  - 

Bronchitifl      

... 

16 

— 

AbUudii            •••          •••          ••• 

... 

2 

—   • 

Pnonmowia    •••        •••       ••• 

••• 

1 

.      —  .. 

Urinary  SyBtem-- 

FIstnlA           •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

5 

— 

, 

Btriotiiro        •••        •••        ••• 

1 

6 

— 

v68Q«U              •••           •••           ••• 

•»• 

7 

— 

DlgwHTO  SyBtem-* 

1 

i 

• 

OongeBtion  of  liver 

••• 

5 

1 

GoDstipfttion 

••• 

3 

— 

Uojie   •••       •••       •••       ••• 

••• 

1 

— 

Dyspepsia      •••        •••        ••• 

••» 

2 

— 

Generation  Organs— 

Hydrocele      

... 

4 

— 

Orchitis          •••        •••        ••• 

... 

4 

OTsrian  tnmonr        

••• 

1 

— 

liiBplaoed  nteres      •••       ••• 

..• 

1 

— 
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SSYCHELItEfl, 

1899. 

Yearly  Total. 

Diaeaaes. 

Bemarka. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

GENERAL  DISEASES— co«<. 

Ckneration  Organs — eont. 

Neuritis         

1 

— i 

Gaseola  tamour        

1 

— 

Pulmonary  Embolism  after  confine- 
ment. 

.   1 

1 

Parasites— 

Worms           

6 

— 

i«cn     «••        •••        ,,,        ,,,        ,,, 

5 

— 

U106rB  •••         •••          •••          a»,          ,,, 

6 

— . 

Injuries 

43 

— 

Bums     

8 

1 

Periostitis         

2 

Fractures          

25 

1 

Hernia    «• , 

1 

— 

Tonailitis          

5 

— > 

Stomatitis         

1 

.     — 

Grand  Total      

273 

8 

BOBBBT   DeNMAN, 

Chief 

Govemmt 

mt  Mediea 

/  Officer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  PRASLIN   AND          ^"iSJT^ 
LA  DIGUE,  4c.,  FOE  1899.  

(Extract.) 

Medical. 

The  Ward  of  PrasKn  is  composed  of  the  following  islands: — 

Ist.  The  Island  of  Praslin — ^the  largest  of  the  group— belong- 
ing to  many  proprietors  and  to  Gbyemmenl 

2nd.  Hie  Island  of  La  Digue — ^next  in  size,  but  a  very  im- 
portant island,  end  one  which  perhaps  later  on  shall  become 
even  more  important  than  the  Island  of  Praslin  as  to  revenues 
and  inhabitants — belonging  to  many  proprietors  and  to  Oorem- 
ment. 

3rd.  Frigate  Island,  belonging  to  Captain  Swayne,  of  Mahe. 

4th.  Marianne  Island,  belonging  to  Mr.  Choppy,  of  La  Digue. 

6tL  Felicity  Island*  belondnng  to  GoTomment,  rented  by 
Mesaro.  Harold  Baty,  oc.,  of  Mah6. 

6ih.  Sisters  Islands,  belonging  to  the  Berlouis  family. 

7th.  Bound  Island,  belonging  to  Gbvemmeni^  rented  by  Mr. 
Ajm6e  Juioean,  of  La  Digue. 

8th.  Curieuse  Island,  belonging  to  Government,  used  tm  asylum 
for  the  lepers  and  paupers. 

9tL  Aride  Island,  belonging  to  Mr.  Wd.  Francois  Adam,  of 
Praslin. 

10th.  Cousin  Island,  belonging  to  Mr.  G^erard  Robert,  of 
Praslin. 

11th.  Cousine  Island,  belonging  to  Mr.  Jean  Baptiste  Adam, 
of  Praslin. 
Population  as  to  Census  of  1891 : — 

Ptaslin  General  Population. 
Male       ...  ...  ...  ••<       601 

Female  ...  ...  ...       663 

Total  ...  ...  ...    1,164 

African  Population. 

Male     47)  Total 

Female 26  )  (of)  72. 

Total  population  of  Praslin. . .  ...    1,236 

La  Digue  General  Population. 

jLale        .••  ...  ...  ...      uvO 

Female  ...  ...  ...      396 

Total  ...  ...  •••      792 
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SBTOHUxiiy  African  PopulatioD. 

^•^  Male     46)  Total 

—  Female 28|(of)74. 

Total  population  of  La  Digue  . . .      866 

X  am  sure  that  at  present  the  above  is  not  the  exact  population 
of  Praslin  and  La  Digue,  and  beg  to  suggest  that  anomer  census 
be  made. 

The  sanitarv  condition  of  these  islands  is  ^ood.  The  want  of 
a  proper  supply  of  proper  food  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  cause  of  iJl 
the  evils  here — as  far  as  diseases  are  concerned. 

The  want  of  proper  food  is  the  cause  that  we  may  say  almost 
all  the  inhabitants  of  these  islands  suffers  more  or  less  from 
anssmia,  and  this  state  of  ansBmia  lowers  so  much  the  vital  power 
of  their  body  that  their  body  becomes  a  proper  nidus  for  the 
germs  of  other  diseases. 

So  anaamia  is  the  most  important  disease— the  didease,  we 
.  may  say,  that  a  medical  man  has  specially  to  deal  with  here  in 
these  ialands. 

The  inhabitants  of  these  islands  live  mostly  on  rice,  manioe, 
sweet  potatoes,  fruit  a  pine,  bananas  cooked  in  different  ways, 
and  this  is  eaten  with  their  rice  or  manioc,  or  sweet  potatoes,  or 
fruit  a  pins ;  also  with  their  rice  or  manioc,  fresh  or  salted  fish. 
They  eat  also  as  many  fruits  as  they  can  get. 

lliis  is  the  daily  food  of  the  labourers,  and  even  of  many  well- 
up  persons  here  in  these  islands.  All  the  food  of  the  inhabitants 
of  these  islands,  with  few  exceptions,  are  cooked  by  the  use  of 
cocoanut  oil,  instead  of  lard. 

Those  who  are  landowners,  not  all,  but  a  few,  feed  themselves 
better.  He^,  again,  you  see  daily  on  the  table,^  morning  and 
night,  always  either  fresh  or  salted  fish,  rice,  lentils,  peas,  hari- 
cots, fruit  a  pins ;  manioc,  twice  or  thrice  weekly ;  fowls,  once  or 
twice  a  month ;  pork,  once  a  month,  sometimes  none  at  all ;  sea 
turtle,  perhaps  once,  perhaps  not  at  all  during  six  months,  but 
sometimes  not  at  all  during  a  whole  year. 

With  such  food,  one  is  not  astonished  to  see  so  many  serious 
cases  of  anssmia  among  the  inhabitants  of  these  islands. 

2nd.  Gonorrhoea  is  the  next  common  disease  you  meet  with 
here.  These  cases,  complicated  with  soft  or  hard  chancres,  or 
alone,  or  flie  soft  chancres  alone,  or  the  hard  chancre  alone. 

3rd.  Tetanus,  almost  always  traumatic  in  nature.  Yery 
dangerous  disease,  almost  always  fatal  here. 

4th.  Abscesses.  Numerous  cases,  especially  during  the  hot 
season  of  the  year,  due  to  the  low  state  of  vitality  of  the  tissues, 
due  to  anaemia. 

6th.  A  few  cases  of  rheumatism. 

6th.  At  the  change  of  seasons  you  meet  with  numerous  cases 
ol  bronchitis. 
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7th.  Fever,  of  a  malarial  type,  wMcIi  yields  easily,  when  not  Sbychxllb8 
complicated  with  other  affections,  to  a  few  doses  of  bromhydrate       l^^* 

de  quinine  and  antipyrine,  and  generally  lasts  only  one,  two,  or        

three  days  at  the  utmost. 

8th.  You  meet  also  with  numerous  cases  of  hydrocele  and 
hernia. 

9th.  Cases  of  leprosy.  Not  many,  I  must  say,  of  these  cases 
exist  at  Praslin  and  La  Digue. 

10th.  At  certain  times  of  the  year,  especially  during  the  hot 
seasouB,  and  especially  after  heavy  rains,  a  ^ood  many  cases  of 
diarrhcea  and  dysentery  are  the  two  usual  things  you  meet  with. 

•  CURIBUSE. 

A  pretfy  large  island,  and  a  very  healthy  one,  used  by  Gbvem- 
ment  as  an  asylum  for  paupers  and  lepers. 

Though  I  must  say  it  is  a  pity  to  see  such  a  large  island  lost 
for  the  only  use  of  so  few  lepers  ani  paupers,  yet  I  have  no 
hesitation  to  say  none  better  shall  be  found  so  comfortable  for 
such  an  establishment  as  the  one  existing  there  at  present. 

At  Curieuse  you  have  plenty  of  water,  and  very  good  water ; 
plenty  of  room  for  the  inmates  to  move  about. 

Yet,  if  cultivated,  if  planted  in  vanilla  and  the  number  of 
cocoanut  trees  increased,  Curieuse  is  an  island  to  revert  on  her 
happy  owner  a  very  large  fortune. 

The  amount  of  paupers  admitted  at  Curieuse  in  1899  were:  — 
Male,  four,  and  female,  one,  total  five ;  and  the  largest  amount 
ei  paupers  at  Curieuse  in  1899  was: — ^Male,  11,  and  female,  1, 
total,  12.  One  male  pauper  was  discharged  from  the  pauper 
camp  at  Curieuse  in  1899.  Among  the  paupers  at  Curieuse  we 
had  in  1899  eight  deaths,  six  males  and  two  females. 

In  1899  one  leper  was  admitted  at  Curieuse  Asylum,  one  male. 

The  largest  number  of  lepers  at  Curieuse  in  1899  were  five 
males,  one  female ;  total  six. 

No  death  occurred  among  the  lepers  in  the  asylum  at  Curieuse 
in  1899. 

No  leper  discharged  from  the  asylum  of  Curieuse  Island  in 
1899. 

Bemaining  in  the  pauper  asylum  at  Curieuse  on  the  Slst 
December,  1899: — ^Paupers,  male,  six;  female,  one;  total, 
seven.    Lepers,  male,  five ;  female,  one ;  total,  six. 

The  amount  of  patients  treated  at  the  Praslin  and  La  Digue 
Dispensary  in  1899  were: — ^Males,  335;  females,  57;  total,  w2 
patients  treated  and  drugs  issued  to  free  of  charge. 

E.  M.  Portal, 
AssiHant  Oovemment  Medical  Offieer^  ^e.,  ^e, 

Praslin,  May  7th,  1900. 
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SIEKKA  LEONE. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  REPORT   OF  THE   COLONIAL 
MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  FOR  1899. 


Public  Health. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Colony  was  1,768|  as 
against  1,683  in  the  previous  jear,  giving  a  death-rate  of  23*62 
on  the  population  of  74,835  as  ascertained  at  the  last  census. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  deaths  and 
births  registered  in  Uie  Colony  for  the  past  ten  years  : — 


Births. 

Deaths. 

Births  in 
Excess. 

Deaths  in 
Excess. 

1890       

1,238 

1,427 

... 

189 

1891       

1,383 

1,389 

— 

6 

1892       

1,210 

1,413 

— 

203 

1893       

1,286 

1,294 

— 

8 

1894       

1,276 

1,449 

— 

173 

1896       

1,445 

1,509 

64 

1896       

1,641 

1,632 

— 

91 

1897       

1,646 

1,734 

— 

129 

1898       

1,867 

1,768 

174 

— 

1899       

1,494 

1,768 

— 

274 
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The  total  nnmber  of  births^  1)494,  gives  a  birtb-rate  of  19*93      Sierra 
per  thousand  liying,  ^'^*' 

Once  again  the  birth-rate  &lls  back  to  its  former  level,  and       

the  deatl^  show  an  excess.  I  may  repeat  here  that  it  is 
extremelj  doubtful  whether  this  represents  the  correct  state  of 
matters.  The  registration  laws  call  for  much  more  strict 
enforcement.  Not  only  have  the  deaths  in  the  past  been 
registered  in  a  verv  careless  and  perfunctory  manner,  but  it  is 
verj  doubtful  whether  a  large  number  of  births  do  not  entirely 
escape  registration. 


Fbeetown. 

I  have  dealt  very  fully  with  the  health  of  Freetown  in  my 
annual  report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  municipality, 
of  which  I  submit  a  copj.  I  may  summarise  briefly  the 
results : — 

Total  number  of  deaths 923 

Death-rate  per  1,000      30-73 

Death  under  five  296  or  32-67  of  whole. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  living  under  five...  114*7 
Death  at  twelve  months  or  under         ...  242 

Infantile  mortality  428*3 

Total  births         ...         ...         ...         ...  565 

Birth-rate  12*12 

Small-pox. — A  somewhat  extensive  epidemic  took  place  in  the 
town  during  the  year,  and  157  cases  were  removed  to  the  Small- 
pox Hospital,  Kissy.  Of  these  34  died,  and,  though  registered  in 
Kissy,  really  belone  to  the  city.  If  this  addition  were  made, 
the  death-rate  would  be  raised  to  31*23  per  1,000. 

The  European  death-rate, — The  number  of  deaths  among 
Europeans  was  nine,  as  against  14  in  1898.  The  following  were 
the  causes  of  death  : — 

Black  water  fever  4 

Remittent  malarial  fever  2 

Den— Den  ...         ..■         •••         «..         «,.         ...  x 

oyncope    ...         ...         ...         ...         ...         ..«  x 

Extravasation  of  urine  following  stricture      ...  1 
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SiBRRA         The  following  list  giyes  the  number  of  European  deaths  since 
Li^oNR,      1886  :— 
1899. 


Tear 

Lutded 

f<» 
BnriaL 

Resident  iq 

Freetown. 

Total 

Olimstie. 

Othenriie. 

1886 

••• 

••• 

3 

«■» 

, 

8 

1887 

••• 

••• 

•  a. 

4 

— 

3 

6 

1888 

••• 

... 

•  a. 

1 

1 

3 

6 

1889 

•• 

•  a. 

•  a. 

— 

s 

6 

6 

1890 

••• 

•  a. 

•  aa 

2 

s 

1 

9 

1891 

••• 

... 

a*. 

•c-  15 

8 

2 

10 

1892 

••• 

•  a« 

.a. 

4 

6 

2 

12 

1893 

••• 

■  •a 

•  aa 

5 

4 

4 

13 

1894 

••• 

... 

•  •• 

I 

18 

2 

1« 

1895 

••• 

•  aa 

•  aa 

— 

4    ■ 

2 

6 

1896 

••• 

•  a. 

•  •• 

3 

6 

2 

10 

1897 

••• 

•  aa 

•  •• 

2 

13 

— 

15 

1898 

••• 

•  •a 

•  •• 

2 

8 

4 

14 

1899 

••• 

.a. 

•  •• 

— 

8 

8 

9 

1899  thus  shows  the  lowest  number  of  deaths  for  nine  years^ 
with  the  single  exception  of  1895.  It  will  be  noted  that  there 
were  an  unusual  number  of  deaths  from  black  water  f ever,  of 
which  one  came  from  Songo  tewn  in  December.  Those  which 
occurred  in  town  were  during  the  months  of  May,  October,  and 
December  respectively.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  all  these 
cases  were  of  exceptional  severity,  were  ahnost  hopeless  from 
the  first,  and  occurred  in  individuals  who  were  debilitated  from 
previous  attacks  of  fever  or  from  other  causes. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty<4iine  officiak  were  on  the  sick  list 
during  the  year,  of  whom  seventy-seven  were  Europeans,  and 
one  hundred.and  seventy-eight,  natives. 

The  European  officers  were  invalided  to  the  islands. 

Infantile  mortality. — I  have  in  every  annual  report  since  1895 
drawn  attentix)n  to  the  enormous  infantile  mortality  whidi  takes 
place  in  Freetown,  amounting  this    year   to  428*3.     I  have 
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pointed  out  that  this  enormous  loss  of  life  takes  place  prinoipallj      Sierica. 
within  the  first  few  hours  after  birth,  and  is  eviaently  connected     ^Lbonb^ 
with  the  process  of  parturition.     Apart  from  this,  there  is  an       ^_^ 
enormous  amount  of  maternal  disease  and  sterility,  due  to  the 
mismanagement  of  labour  and  the   puerperium.     I   have  also 
drawn  attention  to  the  fact  that  verj  few  cases  are  attended  bj 
dulj  qualified  medical  men,  and  that  the  majority  are  left  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  midwives,  whose  principal  qualifications  for 
the  post  are  an  Appalling  ignorance,  and  verj  often  a  capacity 
for  getting  intoxicated  at  the  most  critical  stage  of  labour.     I 
have    suggested  as   a   remedy   for   this   state    of    matters   the 
registration  of  midwives. 

Quarantine. — In  the  beginning  of  May,  in  consequence  of 
information  which  had  been  received  that  bubonic  plague  existed 
on  the  French  Ivory  Coast,  a  meeting  of  the  Quarantine  Board 
was  held,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  Ivory  Coast  should  be 

S laced  in  quarantine.  It  was  extremely  difficult  to  obtain 
efinite  information  on  the  point,  and  it  is  now  extremely 
doubtful  whether  it  actually  was  bubonic  plague.  There  is  no 
doubt,  however,  that  yellow  fever  subsequently  broke  out  and 
raged  with  great  severity,  causing  a  heavy  mortality.  In  con- 
sequence of  this,  the  Ivory  Coast  was  kept  in  quarantine  until 
the  15th  October,  when  it  was  declarea  no  longer  infected* 
During  this  time  only  two  vessels  were  placed  in  quarantine. 

In  October  the  "  Jebba  "  arrived  with  the  report  that  two  cases 
of  small-pox  had  occurred  on  board.  It  was  accordingly  placed 
in  quarantine  and  the  Krooboys  and  native  passengers  isolated  at 
the  lazaretto. 


COLONIAL    HOSPITAL. 


Medical  Report  and  Statistical  Returns  for 
THE  Year  1899. 

General  Disease, 

(«.)  Malarial  fevers. — Intermittent  fever  was  the  cause  of  41 
admissions  and  2  deaths,  and  remittent  fever  of  45  admissions 
and  4  deaths.  The  large  number  of  admissions  under  these 
heads  consisted  of  natives  belonging  to  the  labouring  classes. 
There  were  also  a  few  cases  among  the  European  section  of  the 
community,  but  these  were  all  Syrian  pedlars. 

{h.)  Tetanus  was  the  cause  of  19  admissions,  resulting  in  9 
deaths,  or  47*3  per  cent.,  the  majority  of  these  cases  may  be 
classified  as  tramatic,  they  having  suffered  from  ulceration  of  the 
toes  and  feet  caused  by  jiggoes,  punctured  wounds  of  the  soles  of 
the  feet,  and  others  following  surgical  operations. 

6202  2  B 
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SiBRRA         (c.)  Bheumatism  was  the  cause  of  111  admissions,  but  no 
i^|>|^^%     death  resulted.    This  compares  favourablj  with  the  preyious 
2^*       T^ATt  when  there  were  103   admissions  resulting  in   5  deaths. 
There  was  no  case  of  rheumatic  fever. 

{d.)  Venereal  disease, — ^Primarj  syphilis  was  the  cause  of  18 
admissions,  and  secondary  syphilis  of  17  admissions.  These 
numbers,  when  compared  with  the  population  of  Freetown,  ar^ 
exceptionally  small.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  in  the  majority 
of  cases  the  sufferer  does  not  apply  to  the  hospital  as  an  out- 
patient or  intern-patient  for  treatment.  Such  cases  as  are  seen 
and  recorded  occur  principally  amongst  members  of  the  civil 
and  frontier  police  forces  ;  ooatmen  who  are  in  the  Government 
service,  and  who  are  from  necessity  compelled  to  apply  for 
treatment ;  and  others  from  the  middle  class,  who  also  do  so  from 
better  knowledge. 

It  is  my  belief  that  a  lar^e  number  of  cases,  especially  in  the 
tertiary  stage,  must  be  floating  about  in  the  city,  and  that  many 
cases  of  alleged  "  poison  throwing  "  on  individuals  amongst  the 
various  classes  in  the  community,  and  which  have  resulted  in 
ulcerations  of  various  kinds,  are  nothing  else  than  syphilitic 
diseases. 

The  majority  of  these  cases  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
country  doctors  for  treatment,  with  the  result  that  some  of  the 
patients  have  escaped  with  their  health  wrecked  and  their  life 
m  their  hands  so  to  speak ;  others  with  serious  destruction  of 
tissues  ;  and  all  looking  for  aid  when  too  late  from  the  hands  of 
the  medical  practitioner.  But  this  serious  state  of  affairs  does 
not,  in  my  opinion,  warrant  the  use  of  the  sweeping  expression 
which  has  been  made  lately,  that  the  natives  of  the  Colony  are 
without  exception  syphilitic — an  expression  the  truth  of  which  is 
neither  borne  out  by  experience  nor  justified  by  facts. 

(e.)  Diseases  of  the  digestive  system  were  the  cause  of  160 
admissions  and  26  deaths,  or  10*1  per  cent.  These  deaths 
occurred  amongst  patients  who  suffered  from  diarrhoea  and 
-dysentery. 

(  f,)  Diseases  of  the  generative  system. — Forty-five  males  and 
36  females  were  admitted,  of  whom  11  and  1  died  respectively. 

(ff.)  Ankylostomiasis, — Two  cases  were  admitted  during  the 
year.  The  condition  produced  by  the  worm  Ankylostomum 
Duodenale  is  not  as  common  in  this  Colony  as  in  some  of  the 
West  Indian  Islands,  where  it  forms  a  large  percentage  of  their 
•disease  rolls. 

In  this  Colony  cases  are  only  occasionally  met  with,  and  the 
rareness  of  their  occurrence  has  led  to  the  idea  that  it  does  not 
exist  here. 

With  respect  to  the  two  admissions,  the  patients,  who  were 
two  little  girls  about  the  respective  ages  of  H)  and  12  years; 
were  admitted  into  hospital  in  the  month  of  July  last. 
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The  elder  was  aniemic  and  dropsical ;  her  face,  abdomen,  aot  Suaft^ 
feet  were  swollen ;  the  skin  had  a  jellowish-green  hue ;  the  Lioiit, 
conjunctiyce  and  oral  mucous  membrane  were  pallid;  heavt^s  •^^^- 
action  regular,  impulse  weak,  hoemic  murmur  audible,  the  spleen 
enlarged,  liyer  normal,  no  albumen  was  present  in  urine.  ,  ^he 
mother  stated  that  she  had  been  informed  bj  country  doctois 
that  the  child  was  suffering  from  the  effects  of  witchcraft.  I  ax 
once  placed  her  and  the  omer  child,  who  was  suffering  siinilarHr 
but  not  to  the  same  decree,  upon  thyrmol,  and  I  ordered  tm 
stools  to  be  kept  and  wasked  in  searcn  of  the  worms/  In. the 
case  of  the  elder  haU-aF-dozen  worms  were,  diseoyev^d, ;  in  <jli}^ 
other  case  the  stools  were  thrown  away  .by  «a,y  diressetf )  >  M^. 
Wright,  who  said  he  thought  it  was  not  neofissapy/ to  maka'jEk 
further  search.  I  contmued  the  tre^tiaent  of.  th«fl^  cl^e^  yfUii 
diuretic  and  blood  tonics,  and  subsequently  disohaiged  botk^.i^ 
them  from  the  hospital  cured.    .•    .  <.     .  -    •     .h 

Capt.  Fredk.  Smith,  R.A.M.Ci,  whilst  stJiitioiied  at  BatfdArjtltna, 
in  the  Protectorate,  reported  in'  the  British  Medhstl  JoUrAatj  ht 
2nd  December,  1899,  the  discoyery  of  a  (jase  in  the  person -(^(W 
soldier  of  the  West  Afoicao:  Eovc^  and  in  his  report  reulf^tked 
that  in  his  experience,  ameiliia.  ia.  not  a  didiease  of  the  Mea^i 
tribe.  I  woula  here  emphfeksiao:  his  remark  and  ampUfy  itil^y 
saying  thatHsnemia  ptDoducQd.by  thcl  Ankylosioma  Js  noittr^a 
disease  oomnioBly  met  with  amongst  thte  natiVest  of  thid  ColQi^y 
and<the(ProtectorBte4  ,    .:^^) 

.  ''•."•  '""  '         •        •"•  '••  W;  Rfii^Nfift,  M.D:,"'  '  '"! 

J";  '*  April  ^tVi,  1900.  ,    -  Assistdnt  Gahnial  Sttrr/con. ' 


'J  ■•   .:■•  i.»        •   .4.  .  <' — '■>    ''  ■ — '■ — rrr. — nrr^.-    ii    .•    ..  *•-    t 

"  "    ANNUAL«MEDIGAL  REPORT.  FOE  KAREN Bi 
''•■■•  •    "    ■      DISTRICT 'fof-iaW;  ••■•■•■  "  '."••I 

.••  ••■".■]  •■    ■         ...■-■•,..  ,•••,■       .     I-;.       ■        •.••••  ..!■( 

.    I, HAVE  the  honour  to  subxnit  the  following  report  for 

fAreneDifitrictibr  the  past  year ':^^V'*''    '    *' ;'     '  ''^ 

I. — Health  Gbneballt.  j  ',hj  » 

(a.)  Europeans. — The  health  of  the  jpi;i^Qj)f ail,  p6iQi^  9lftli9i^ed 

in  the  district  during  the  year  has  been  very  ^ood.     Fouf  officials 

'  it'^t^ei'eUeved  dnrtng;iJhe*year,Wiz;t~The'Di!Btri<5t  Conimisfeibner, 

•  CtaptiAi*- 'Shat^,''Jn  May,''€ti,ptaiil  'Wartetl'  itf  !Apt4l,»'faijiwtfin 

I ''Februtiry,  ^d- l>o««or  Ward  tii  thst^ber.    The  A^^^eitt^^DiC., 

I'  Mr.-I^ng^ter,  hWd  kn  9M»Ai}&  xA  Mpe^ 

•"  wab  tr^At*fd>in  *Ftefeto^m,"*«ttd'lii  Obtiber*^ -hod  Alsri^e  ft«et«lire 
/•.ofxbcfthi<bonci0,.o£-i;he(ari0bt  It^gii^ilo^tbie;  iM^^ijab^;$»  i<1|icha 
iiota|Mfift4<refK>f^'ikaft:bt«r(  AiAb)i(i^t|B4i »  W%^.th§ifi>^^l^^ 
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Sierra     has  been  no  gickness  among  the  Europeans,  and  the  station  bears 
Lbone,      out  the  character  given  it  in  previous  reports  of  being  a  healthy 
^^^^'       one  for  Europeans. 

(5.)  Native  Ojfficiah. — The  health  of  these  has  been  equally 
good.  No  cases  of  serious  illness  have  occurred  ;  the  cases  of 
fever  reported  have  been  slight  in  character,  yielding  readily  to 
treatment,  and  the  other  ailments  presented  no  features  of  any 
note. 

(c.)  Frontier  Police. — Cases  of  sickness  are  more  numerous,  as 
one  would  expect  on  account  of  their  being  exposed  by  constant 
patrols.  It  was  noticeable  that  cases  of  sickness  amongst 
Frontiers  were  much  more  numerous  than  among  the  men  of  uie 
W.  A.  Regiment,  who  were  merely  required  for  garrison  duties 
and  were  not  subject  to  the  hard  work  of  the  Frontiers.  Digestive 
disorders  bulk  most  largelv,  mostly  trivial.  Constipation  is 
common.  Diarrhoea  relatively  infrequent.  Symptoms  of  hepatic 
disturbance  are  rare,  and  no  cases  of  hepatic  enlargement  nave 
been  under  my  observation. 

Injuries — sUght  bruises  and  contusions,  &c.,  to  which  the  men 
are  much  exposed  by  bare  feet  and  legs,  are  of  course  common 
aYid  sometimes  incapacitate  them  from  duty  for  a  few  days. 
Slight  cases  of  fever  and  rheumatism,  which  in  many,  perhaps  all, 
cases  is  a  sequela  of  fever,  are  fairly  common  in  me  station, 
especially  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  rains.  None  of  the 
cases  occurring  here  are  severe,  occasionally  a  more  severe  case 
is  seen  in  a  man  from  an  out-station  who  has  been  untreated  and 
has  possibly  been  staying  in  a  less  healthy  locality.  Gonorrhoea 
has  become  much  more  conunon  in  the  station  since  a  garrison, 
first  of  W.  I.  Regiment  and  then  of  W.  A.  Regiment,  was 
stationed  here.  Before  that  it  was  rarely  seen  at  headquarters, 
now  it  is  aU  too  common,  and  the  cases  recorded  only  represent  a 
proportion  of  men  suffering  as  they  rarely  come  for  treatment 
imless  the  disease  is  acute  or  they  are  suffering  from  sequelae. 
No  cases  of  primary  or  secondary  syphilis  have  been  under 
observation. 

Several  cases  of  bronchitis  and  pleurisy  have  occurred,  sub-acute 
in  character.  In  some  of  these  cases  me  malarial  parasite  has 
been  present  in  the  blood  and  treatment  by  quinine  has  been 
efficacious. 

Skin  diseases  are  relatively  uncommon  on  account  of  the 
cleanly  habits  of  the  men. 

{d.)  Natives. — The  number  of  native  patients  increases  and  is 
likely  to  do  so  as  they  gain  more  confidence  in  European  methods 
of  treatment.  Cases  are  being  drawn  from  a  larger  area  and 
continue  under  treatment  for  a  fonger  period  than  formerly.  For 
many  diseases,  however,  they  still  prefer  to  resort  to  native  drugs. 

Digestive  cUsorders  are  relatively  common,  as  one  would  expect 
from  the  bulky  nature  of  their  food,  and  great  degrees  of  dUataticm 
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of  the  stomach  are  Bometimes  seen.     Constipation  is  common.      Sibhra 
Diarrhcea  reUktively  micommon  and  dysentery  seemingly  absent.        Lioira, 

Late  secondary  and  tertiary  lesions  of  syphilis  are  common,  also 
non-specific  ulcers  of  the  skin-scabies  and  other  skin  diseases. 
GK)norrh(ea  and  its  sequela  is  to  be  found  in  every  part  of  the 
district. 

II. — Diseases  occurbing  in  the  District. 

Information  as  to  this  must  naturally  be  imperfect  as  cases 

S resenting  themselyes  at  headquarters  for  treatment  are  mostly 
rawn  from  the  adjoining  towns,  within  a  day's  journey,  though 
occasionally  cases  come  mm  a  greater  distance.  I  have,  however, 
had  opportunities  of  seeing  other  parts  of  the  district  and  cases  of 
disease  there. 

Smatt-pox. — There  has  been  no  information  this  year  of  any 
epidemic  such  as  occurred  at  the  end  of  1898  in  part  of  the 
custrict. 

Dysentry  is  practically  imknown.  Sporadic  cases  occur  which 
present  all  the  clinical  features  of  true  dysentry,  but  usually  yield 
very  readily  to  treatment  by  sulphate  of  magnesia. 

Malarial  fever  is  to  be  met  with  all  over  the  district  among 
the  natives.  Attacks  are,  as  a  rule,  mild,  though  the  natives  say 
that  occasionally  there  are  severe  and  fatal  epidemic  of  what  they 
call  "  yellow  fever,"  whether  this  is  true  yellow  fever  or  bilious 
remittent  malarial  fever  diere  has  been  no  opportunity  of 
observing.  Fever  is  much  more  common  among  cnildren  than 
adults,  and  almost  all  the  children  on  enquiry  are  found  to  have 
periodic  attacks.  As  noted  in  previous  reports,  enlarged  spleen 
IS  nearly  always  present  in  young  children — sometimes  extending 
to  the  umbilicus.  As  ihey  grow  older  this  seems  to  disappear  and 
in  children  over  7  it  is  rarely  to  be  found,  in  adults  not  at  all. 
The  malarial  parasite  has  been  found  in  the  blood  of  a  number  of 
cases  examined. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  station  the  anopheles  variety  of 
the  mosquito  has  been  discovered  and  is  apparently  fairly 
numerous.  The  larv»  of  the  anopheles  I  have  not  discovered 
there.  The  station  and  adjoining  village  are  well  drained  and 
on  a  gravel  soil,  so  that  none  of  the  puddles  described  by  Ross  as 
breeding  places  are  to  be  found. 

As  has  been  pointed  out  bv  other  observers,  the  mosquitoes 
probably  breed  in  the  swamps  bordering  a  stream.  In  the  rains 
there  are  large,  low-lying  areas  covered  by  thick  coarse  grass, 
which  are  flooded  by  the  stream,  and  which  in  many  parts  are 
quite  inaccessible  to  fish  which  might  feed  on  the  larvse.  The 
natives  themselves  say  that  the  mosquito  is  to  be  found  in  the 
daytime  in  the  long  grass  in  the  swamps,  and  it  is  noteworthy 
that  a  native  town  always  has  a  belt  of  thick  bush  and  trees 
surrounding  it  and  cutting  it  ofF  from  the  adjoining  swamps. 
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Si|:ii«4'         Beri-J}€ri, — There  have  been  no  cases  presenting  the  features 
^1^***''   of  this  disease. 

""■^^-  Filarial  diseases. — Elephantiasis  and  lymph  scrotum  are  not 

seen  in  this  district,  at  all  events  in  the  parts  I  have  visited.  I 
am  informed  they  are  occasionally  seen  in  Susu  country,  and 
they  are,  of  course,  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  Mendi 
country.  No  cases  have  been  under  observation  during  the  year. 
I  have  not  been  able  so  far.  to  find  either  filaria  perstans  or 
filaria  nocturna  in  the  blood  of  cases  examined. 

Syphilis. — Cases  have  been  seen  from  every  part  of  the 
district.  Most  of  the  cases  present  late  secondary  or  tertiary 
symptoms.  Occasionally  a  history  of  a  primary  sore  is  to  be  got. 
The  history  of  the  secondary  eruption  can  never  be  got,  as  it 
would,  of  course,  be  confused  by  the  natives  with,  ouier  skin 
eruptions  and  called  craw  craw. 

Cases  under  treatment  are,  as  a  rule,  gummata  in  bones  or 
connection  tissues,  coming  as  a  rule  when  broken  down,  and  so 
causing  the  most  extensive  ulcerations  and  frequently  great 
deformity.  Frequently  an  acute  bacterial  infection  has  been 
superadded  to  the  original  gumma,  and  extensive  cellulitis  and 
necrosis  taken  place.  Cases  are  frequently  localised — one  village 
presenting  many  cases  in  all  stages  while  the  adjoining  may  be 
tree.  Tertiary  manifestations  are  not  uncommon  among  young 
girls,  where  tne  original  infection  must  have  been  contracted 
before  there  was  any  likelihood  of  sexual  connection.  It  seems 
probable  that  the  ^^  bundu "  ceremonial  may  be  the  means  of 
spreading  it ;  in  some  cases  certain  manifestations  of  syphilis 
are  absent. 

Bupia  I  have  not  seen,  nor  have  any  cases  of  cerebral  syphilis 
been  under  treatment.  No  cases  of  tabes  or  general  paralysis 
have  been  seen,  but  these  one  would  scarcely  expect  as  syphilis 
is  only  one  factor  in  their  production. 

Congenital  syphilis  is  occasionally  met  with,  though  many  of 
the  commoner  manifestations  are  absent. 

I  have  never  seen  a  case  of  Hutchinson's  teeth,  and  interstitial 
keratitis  is  rarely  seen.  All  syphilitic  skin  eruptions  in  children 
are  put  down  by  the  natives  to  craw  craw  or  yaws.  In  one 
village  a  severe  epidemic  of  pemphigus  was  seen  amongst  the 
ohilcben,  which  haa  proved  fatal  to  several.  It  was  probably 
syphilitic,  as  there  were  adidts  suffering  from  syphilis  in  the 
-mlage. 

Cases  of  syphilitic  gummata  do  best  on  a  Combination  of 
iodide  and  mercury.  Relapses  are  common  if  the  treatment  be 
left  off  too  early. 

'  Yttws. — This  disease  is  very  common,  but,  as  a  rule,  very  mild 
in  character,  and  cases  are  rarely  seen. 
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Leprosy  is  endemic  in  all  parts  of  the  districts,  though  the     iSisBtiA 
cases  are  not  verj  numerous-^not  as  compared  to  the  numbers      Lbone» 
suffering  from  syphilitic  lesions.     Occasionally,  of  course,  they        ^^^^• 
are  conjoined.     Tne  natives  often  recognise  it  and  discriminate 
between  the  two  varieties — ansesthetic  and  tubercular.     Well 
marked  cases  of  both  have  been   seen,  and  also  mixed  cases 
presenting  all  the  lesions  characteristic.     Sores  often  heal  under 
some  simple  ointment,  but  readily  relapse.     Cases  are,  as  a  rule, 
localised — one  village  showing  several  while  adjoining  may  be 
free.     The  natives  do  not  isolate  unless  in  the  later  stages,  where 
the  sufferer  is  very  offensive. 

It  may  be  noted,  as  supporting  Hutchinson's  theory,  that 
imperfectly  cured  fish  forms  part  of  the  natives'  diet. 

As  regards  local  diseases,  organic  diseases  of  the  nervous 
system  are  apparently  uncommon.  Epilepsy  and  insanity  are 
occasionally  seen. 

There  is  a  certain  amount  of  organic  heart  disease,  resulting 
probably  from  overstrain — both  aortic  and  mitral  regurgitation 
have  been  seen.  Mitral  stenosis  I  have  ncAcr  seen — this  is  to  be 
expected  in  a  country  where  acute  rheumatism  is  not  known. 

Respiratory  diseases  are  not  uncommon ;  acute  lobar  pneumonia 
has  occurred,  but  is  rare. 

Digestive  disorders  are  common  ;  teeth  are  generally  defective. 
Most  of  the  disorders  seen  are  of  the  nature  of  gastric  catarrh, 
with  frequently  dilatation  of  the  stomach.  Gastric  ulcer  has 
never  been  seen,  nor  any  cases  of  malignant  growth  affecting 
the  stomach  or  intestines. 

Goitre  is  common  in  some  parts  of  the  district,  especially  in 
the  east  and  north-east ;  it  may  attain  a  large  size  without 
inconveniencing. 

Diseases  of  the  female  genital  organs  are  common,  probably 
due  to  the  prevalence  of  gonorrhoea,  causing  endometritis,  pelvic 
cellulitis,  salpingitis,  and  me  other  cases  seen. 


IV. — Genebal  Formation  of  the  District. 

There  is  Uttle'here  to  add  to  last  report  on  this.  The  district 
is  of  volcanic  origin  all  over  as  far  as  I  have  seen.  In  many 
parts  the  rock  is  very  near  the  surface  and  the  soil  is  in  con* 
sequence  poor,  but  mostly  there  is  a  thick  bed  of  gravel  below 
which  is  clay.  The  absence  of  trees  constitutes  a  noteworthy 
feature ;  this  is  largely  due  to  the  habits  of  the  natives  who  in 
clearing  the  ground  for  cultivation  cut  down  everything  and 
then  bum ;  as  a  result  of  this,  I  believe,  the  grass  plains  are 
spreading  in  area  ;  these  plains  are  practically  unproductive  and 
as  they  are  waterless  during  the  dry  season,  the  natives  do  not 
build  towns  on  them.     If  a  patch  of  ground  be  burnt  for  several 
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SiBRBA  ^ean  the  bush  with  which  it  was  covered  originally  dies  out  and 

liEOKB  18  succeeded  by  coarse  tall  grass.     This  will  in  time  have  an 

1899.  injurious  effect  on  the  district  as  a  whole.     Except  on  these  grass 

"'^""  pbuns  water  is  abundant  everywhere. 


v.— The  Statioh. 

This  was  described  in  last  year's  report.  The  buildings  are 
the  same  on  the  two  hills.  The  two  sites  are  good,  well  drained, 
and  with  a  satisfactory  water  supply  for  eleven  months  in  the 
year.  As  the  Mabole  River  is  near,  there  is  but  little  dis- 
advantage from  the  failure  of  the  streams  in  March. 

As  regards  the  quarters,  some  will  require  considerable  altera- 
tion to  be  habitable  during  the  rains.  The  defects  of  the 
buildings  at  present  in  use  are  their  inflammable  roof.  The  roof 
being  of  straw  is  always  liable  to  be  set  on  fire,  and  three  have 
been  so  destroyed  in  the  last  two  months,  (ii.)  The  difficidty  of 
keeping  them  dry  in  the  rains.  This  is  partly  due  to  bad 
thatching — the  slope  being  insufficient — partly  to  the  tornadoes 
which  blow  with  considerable  force  on  buildings  so  exposed. 
There  is  a  third  cause  in  houses  for  Europeans  ;  a  native  always 
has  fire  in  his  house — the  smoke  preserves  the  straw  from  rotting 
and  also  helps  to  seal  it,  as  weU  as  preserving  the  beams.  For 
obvious  reasons  a  white  man  cannot  live  under  such  conditions. 
I  am  stiD  of  opinion  that  a  properly  built  native  house  is  pre- 
ferable in  most  cases  to  a  wooden  house  in  this  country.  It  is 
much  cooler  and  if  well  looked  after  is  quite  as  drv;  the 
difficulty  is  in  the  roofing  on  account  of  the  absence  of  wood 
in  this  district.  The  houses  in  use  are  certainly  to  be  preferred 
to  the  wooden  bungalows  in  use  at  Port  Lokko  for  the  troops — 
which  have  no  double  roof,  have  a  verandah  only  on  one  side 
and  are  raised  sufficiently  from  the  ground  to  harbour  reptiles 
and  insects  and  to  allow  the  growth  of  vegetation,  but  not 
sufficient  to  allow  of  the  access  of  light  or  of  their  being 
cleaned.  If  alterations  were  to  be  made  in  the  houses  the 
question  ought  to  be  considered  of  using  brick  or  concrete. 
There  is  clay  in  abundance  in  the  district,  which  is  extensively 
used  by  the  natives  to  make  earthenware  pots,  and  which  has 
been  used  by  the  missionaries  in  various  parts  for  the  manu- 
facture of  bricks  for  houses.  Properly  built  brick  houses  with 
a  concrete  roof  would  have  a  permanency  that  the  present  houses 
have  not  ^ot,  would  be  unaffected  by  fire,  and  would,  it  seems  to 
me,  combme  the  advantages  of  wooden  bungalows  and  native  hut. 

Barracks  and  civil  lines  are  situated  on  two  adjoining  eleva- 
tions surrounding  which  are  swamps ;  these  are  at  some  distance 
at  present  and  seem  to  cause  very  little  harm.  If  the  station 
were  shifted  as  is  proposed  to  Mabanta  it  is  doubtful  if  this  site 
would  be  as  suitable  medically.  It  is  on  high  ground  immediately 
overlooking  the  river,  between  the  hill  and  we  river  is  a  plain 
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which  in  the  rains  is  a  swamp.     If  this  site  were  chosen  the      Bierica 
lower  part  of  the  hill  should  be  planted  and  allowed  to  grow  up      Leone, 
to  interpose  a  belt  of  trees  between  the  swamp  and  the  station.       ^^^^' 
Drainage  of  the  swamp  is  of  course  out  of  the  question,  as  it  is 
due  to  uie  river  flooding  its  banks  during  the  rains. 

The  importance  of  a  site  is  well  seen  in  the  mission  station 
at  Makomp,  which  is  a  well  built  brick  house  raised  on  pillars 
and  is  certainly  a  much  better  house  than  the  quarters  at  Karena. 
It  is  on  an  elevation  immediately  overlooking  the  Rokell  and 
between  it  and  the  river  is  an  area  of  flat  swampy  ground.  The 
missionaries  are  never  well  there  and  several  have  died,  while  at 
another  in  the  same  district  which  has  no  swamps  in  its  immediate 
vicinity  the  health  of  the  missionaries  is  fairly  well  maintained. 

If,  as  there  is  reason  to  believe,  the  mosquito  breeds  in  the 
swamps,  any  preventive  measures  such  as  suggested  by  Major 
Boss  would  be  utterly  impracticable.  One  could  not  coot  a 
swamp  of  several  acres  extent  and  covered  with  long  grass  with 
kerosene,  nor  is  it  practicable  to  drain  these  swamps — they  are 
raised  so  little  above  the  river  level.  The  only  means  one  can 
adopt  are  to  ensure  that  the  station  shall  be  as  little  subjected  to 
their  influence  as  possible,  by  chosing  a  site  well  removed  from 
swamp,  by  planting  where  necessary  so  as  to  cut  them  off*,  and  by 
ensuring  that  the  officials  shall  have  houses  in  good  condition  to 
live  in.  Where  houses  can  be  built,  as  here,  on  an  elevation  and  a 
gravelly  soil,  which  is  dry  even  in  the  heaviest  rainfall  on  account 
of  the  excellent  natural  arain,  the  value  of  raising  them  from  the 
ground  on  piers  is  doubtful,  but  on  other  and  more  low  lying  sites 
this  may  be  necessary.  In  this  station  it  would  not  seem  to  be 
necessary,  it  would  not  make  them  drier  and  it  could  not  raise 
them  above  the  morning  fog  which  rises  well  over  20  feet  above 
the  houses. 

I  append  hereto  a  return  of  patients  under  treatment  in  the 
hospital  and  a  return  of  those  attending  the  dispensary.  It 
would  be  of  value  in  future  alterations  to  provide  accommodation 
for  natives  requiring  hospital  treatment.  At  present  the  hospital 
is  in  barracks  and  is  reserved  for  frontiers  and  native  officials — 
in  time  it  would,  I  think,  be  advisable  to  transfer  it  to  the  civil 
lines  and  provide  accommodation  for  natives  as  the  numbers  of 
the  latter  are  increasing. 

I  have,  &c., 

J.  C.  Maxwell. 

Karena, 

January  25th,  1900. 
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siERRA     REPORT    OF    THE  BANDAJUMA  DISTRICT   FOR 
Ys^g^^'  THE  YEAR   1899. 


(Extract.) 

Health  op  Ecbopean  Officsbs. 

During  the  past  year  15  olBcers  have  lived  in  this  district  for 
periods  ranging  from  three  weeks  to  12  months.  Of  these  five 
nave  been  invalided,  the  cause,  except  in  one  instance,  being 
malarial  fever  in  one  or  other  of  its  forms.  The  exception  was 
Captain  E.,  of  the  Frontier  Police. 

Blacktoater  fever. — Two  cases  of  this  disease  have  occurred 
during  the  past  1 2  months.  I  believe  in  both  cases  the  infection 
was  contracted  whilst  on  patrol. 

Captain  E.  told  me  that  he  drank  some  bad  water  out  of  a 
stagnant  pool  on  the  day  before  he  got  back  to  Bandajuma  from 
a  journey.  In  a  few  days  he  was  in  bed  with  what  appeared  to 
be  an  ordinary  attack  of  remittent  malarial  fever,  of  which  he 
had  had  several  before.  However,  haemoglobinuria,  withjaundice, 
appeared  one  morning  and  lasted  for  several  days.  There  was 
never  much  albuminuria  and  few  castes. 

Captain  E.  had  had  to  travel  about  the  country  during  the 
rainy  season,  and  was  very  anaemic  before  this  attack. 

In  the  case  of  Captain  R.,  he  also  had  just  returned  from 
patrol,  and  the  time  was  the  end  of  the  rains.  Jaundice  in  his 
case  was  a  very  slightly  marked  symptom,  and  there  was  but 
little  albumen  in  the  urine.  As  he  appeared  to  recover  health 
quickly  after  the  haemoglobinuria  ceasea,  I  did  not  press  him  to 
leave  the  country.  He  has  had  no  return  of  the  disease.  I  may 
mention  that  all  the  officers  who  have  been  temporarily  invalided 
have  since  regained  their  health. 

Health  of  Native  Clebks. 

These  officials,  of  whom  there  are  five  here,  have  been 
remarkably  well  throughout  the  year. 

Health  of  Fbontieb  Police. 

There  have  been  no  deaths  amongst  the  police  during  the  past 
year.  Two  members  of  the  force  have,  however,  been  invahded 
out  of  the  service  because  they  had  phthisis  ;  both  were  men  of 
slight  frame,  not  fitted  to  stand  the  severe  strain  which  the  duties 
of  the  Frontier  Police  often  entaiL 

Venereal  diseases  are  conmion ;  gonorrhoea  and  soft  chancres 
are  seen  more  than  syphilis. 
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When  the  men  are  in  barracks  they  live  with  their  own  wives,      Sibbba 
and  seldom  contract  these  diseases ;  it  is  when  thej  go  on  patrol      LsoiiB, 
that  they  mostly  get  infected  with  them.     When  cases  occur  in        ^^^' 
barracks  inquiries  are  always  made  after  the  women  concerned  ; 
when  found,  are  put  under  treatment. 

Epidemics. 

At  the  begmniug  of  the  year  there  was  an  epidemic  of  small- 
pox in  the  town.  The  pU<%l*iwfiilat  that  time  very  much 
overcrowded,  and  cases  kept  breaking  out  for  some  time,  some 
amongst  the  police  in  the  barracks.  The  police,  their  wives 
and  children,  and  many  of  the  townspeople  have  since  then 
been  vaccinated,  but  isolated  cases  occasionally  occur  in  town. 
As  a  rule  natives  have  the  disease  in  a  mild  form,  but  there  were 
several  deaths  from  it  in  a  village  near  Bandajuma. 

•^veral  cases  of    chicken-pox   have  --oeourred    amongst    the 
children  in  the  town. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  were-«'g<J4d»  many  cases  of 
diarrhoea  amongst  the  men.  This  I  put  down  to  fouling  of  the 
river  banks  by  the  many  soldiers  and  carriers  Who  slept  here 
when  the  expedition  was  passing  through  o^.  its  .^f^y  round  the 
country. 

A  case  of  pronounced  ansemia  and  debility  in  a' West  African 
soldier  was  found,  on  examination  of  tb^  faeces,  to  be  caused  by 
the  presence  of  Ankylostomum  Duodenale> 

No  more  cases  of  the  kind  have  been' brought  to  notice. 

Elephantiasis.^^— Ovlj  one  case  has  been  brought  to  my  notice 
in  this  town,  bul  there  are  many  in  the  villages  between  this 

Slace  and  Panguma,  and  no  doubt  also  in  other  parts  of  the 
istrict.  ... 

One  case  of  leprosy  has  been  showp.to  me  in  tlus  town.  It 
was  a  case  of  nerve  leprosy  in  a  man  about  40  years  of  age. 
He  did  not  belong  to  this  part  of  the  eeuntry. 

It  is  noticeable  that  the  type  of  m^arial  .fever  which  occurs 
amongst  the  natives  during  the  rains  has  been  of  a  much  more 
transient  type  than  that  which  occurs  at  the  beginning  of  the 
dry  season. 

•J.  B.  H.  Davson, 

District  Surgeon. 

January  20th,  1900. 
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SllBBA 

Lbonb, 
1899. 


Betubn  of  DiSBASBS  and  Deaths  in  the  Colovial 
Hospital. 


DiaeMefl. 

Yearly  Total. 

Remarks. 

Gasee. 

Deaths. 

GENERAL  DISEASES— 

Small-pox      •••        •••        ••• 

••• 

— 

— 

aL6&S168             •»•           •••           ••• 

... 

— 

— 

Typhus          

... 

— 

— 

Dengue          •••        •••        ••• 

... 

— 

— 

Influenza 

... 

— 

— 

Diphtheria     

... 

— 

— 

Febricula       •••        •••        ••• 

... 

— 

— 

Enteric  Feyer           

••• 

— 

— 

Cholera          

... 

— 

- 

Dysentery      •••        •••        ••« 

... 

— 

— 

Yellow  Ferer           

... 

— 

— 

Malarial  Ferer-^ 

(a.)  Intermittent            •«. 

... 

41 

2 

(h.)  Remittent     

... 

45 

4 

(e.)  Pemidoas  Remittent 

... 

— 

Erynpelaa      •••        •••        ••• 

... 

— 

— 

Pynmia         •••        •••        ••• 

... 

— 

— 

Septicemia    •••        •••        ••• 

... 

1 

1 
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Colonial  /fojptW— cont. 


G£NBRAL  DI8EA8E8— <»n<. 

Tetanoa         

Tubercle        

Leprosy— 

(a.)  AiUBSthetic 

(6.)  Tubercular 

jLftWB   •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Syphilis — 

(a.)  Primary        

(6.)  Secondary     

(e.)  Inherited       

Gonorrhoea    ...        •••        ••• 

Hydrophobia  

Scurvy  •••        •••        ••• 

Alcoholism     «••        •••        ••• 

Delirium  Tremens 

Rheumatism 

Rheumatic  Fever     

Gout  •••        •••        •••        ••• 

New  Growth;  non-malignant 

„  malignant     ••• 

Anfdmia         •••        •••        ••• 

Diabetes  mellitus     •••        ••• 

y,        insipidus    •••        ••• 

Debility         

jiSibaffgiMi      •••        •••        ••• 


Yearly  Total. 


Oases. 


19 
10 


Deaths. 


18 
17 

16 


111 


11 


S2 

1 


SmiRK 

Laonb, 
1899. 


Remarks. 
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SXBlftA 

Lbomb, 

Coianial 

Hospitat^'^cdixU 

.  1899 

-Bnei^a, 

Yearly  Total. 

Remarks 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

LOCAL  DISEASES— 

DiSBABBS  OF  THE  NbETOUB  SYBTBM— 

SubHBection  1— 

Diseases  of  the  Nerves — 

Neuritis         

... 

6 

— 

Meningitis     

•.• 

— 

— 

MyeUtis         

••• 

4 

2 

Hydrocephalus 

... 

.— 

— 

Encephalitis 

... 

— 

— 

Abscess  of  Brain 

... 

.— 

— 

Congestion  of  Brain 

•*. 

.— 

— 

Sub-section  2 — 

.. 

Functional  Disorders — 

Apoplexy       

.*• 

1 

Paralysis        

... 

3 

1 

Conrulsion    

••* 

1 

Epilepsy        

... 

1 

Neuralgia       

•*• 

— 

Hysteria        

... 

■*  — 

'f 

Sub-section  8— 

■if/tii:<i/u 

ii"fi!»i  •.ri-   • 

- 

... 

.IlitX 

'.;,i'niiti 

Idiocy • 

.... 

•..^■"    •«• 

ftr 

MiU 

Mania 

... 

••*••    ... 

:irmf(.'irr 

t"    f.MIJ.I   . 

Melancholia 

... 

.•♦~^    ... 

»u;>»fffMi; 

, 

Dementia       ,..?i     ... 

•  a. 

•••^'~    ••« 

•Tf 

y;ij(iou' 

Delusional  lenity ... 

•••• 

... —     . 

.W         11 

j»7i  nitn. 
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Cohntal  ffospital^^conU 

Sierra 
Leohr 

DiMMea. 

Yearly 

Total 

1899. 
Bmnarks, 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Dibbabeb— «oit<. 

Diseases  of  the  Eye 

6 

— 

»         n       Ear 

■" 

— 

n         >»       Wose          ... 

2 

— 

,9         „        Circulatory  System 

10 

5 

„         „        Eespiratory  System 

49 

IS 

„         „        Digestive  System ... 

160 

26 

^         „       Lymphatic  System 

17 

1 

„         „        Urinary  System    ... 

15 

6 

„          „       Generatire  System- 

Male  Organs 

45 

4 

Female  Organs ... 

^S6 

1 

II         »f       Oi|pans  of 

Locomotion. 
,.         „        Cellular  Tissue     ... 

8 
31 

2 

n          n        Skin            

216 

1 

Injuries,  General         

10 

10 

„       Local 

90 

1 

Surgical  Operations                

22 

*- 

Malfonnation    ..._ 

— 

—  ^ 

Poison 

— 

— 

Parasites 

— 

"".. 

Filariasis 

3 

— 

Filaria  Medinensis       

4 

— 

Ankylostomiasis          

— • 

■  •    — 

Other  Causes    ...        

-4 

•    — 

Total' 

1,086 

•  •      109 

... 
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Sierra 

Leonk 

1899. 


Colonial  and  Small-pox  Hospitals,  Shebro. 


1 

— 

Yearly  Total 

DiBeases! 

Remarks. 

Cases. 

! 

Deaths. 

-~^ 

GENERAL  DISEA8ES- 

Small-pox       

••• 

... 

16 

3 

Measles          

... 

... 

— 

— 

. 

Typhus          

... 

... 

— 

— 

Dengue          

... 

... 

— 

— 

Influenza        

... 

... 

— 

— 

Diphtheria     

... 

... 

— 

— 

Febricula        

... 

... 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

... 

— 

— 

Cholera      ' 

... 

... 

— 

— 

Dysentery  I 

... 

»'m» 

— 

— 

Yellow  FeVer 

... 

I 
•f  • 

2 

— 

Malarial  Fever— 

(a,)  Intermittent... 

... 

1 

— 

— 

(/>.)  Remittent     ... 

... 

4 

— 

i 
(c.)  Pernicious  R. 

... 

j 

1 

12 

1 

Erysipelas      

••• 

•  »• 

— 

— 

Pyaemia          

••• 

.4. 

— 

— 

Septiosemia    

•.• 

.». 

— 

— 

Tetanus         

••• 

... 

— 

— 

Tubercle 

••• 

... 

— 

— 

Leprosy — 

(a.)  Tubercular    ... 

••• 

... 

— 

— 

(6.)  AniBethetic    ... 

•  a. 

... 

— 

— 

xaws  •••        •••        ••• 

•  •• 

... 

— 

— 
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Oohmial  and  Small-pox  HotpUah,  Sh^ro^-oont. 


Yearly 

Total. 

DiseaaeB. 

Bemarks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

General  DiSBABES^eonU 

Syphilis— 

(a.)  Primary        

••• 

1 

— 

(b,)  Secondary      

••• 

— 

— 

(c.)  Inherited       

••• 

— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

••• 

3 

— 

Hydrophobia 

... 

—  • 

— 

Scurvy           •••        ...        •.. 

... 

— 

— 

Alcoholism 

•*« 

— 

— 

Delirium  Tremens 

... 

— 

— 

Bheumatism 

••• 

30 

— 

Rheumatic  Fever     

... 

— 

— 

Gout 

— 

— 

New  Growth,  non-malignant 

... 

1 

— 

„            malignant     .  • 

... 

— 

— 

/ 

Anasmia         

••• 

1 

— 

Diabetes  mellitus     

••• 

— 

— 

insipidus 

... 

— 

— 

Debility         

... 

— 

— 

LOCAL  diseases- 

Diseases  OP  THE  Neryous  System— 

Sub-section  1 — 

Diseases  of  the  Nenrefr^ 

Neuritis         

... 

— 

— 

Meningitis     

... 

— 

Myelitis         

••. 

— 

— 

Sierra 

Leoke, 

1899. 


6202 


2  C 
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Leone, 

1899. 


Colonial  and  StnaH-pox  Hospitals^  Skebro-^-^conU 

Yearly  Total. 

Diaeaaea. 

Remarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Local  Diseases— cont. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System— con«. 

I       Sob-seotion  l—coni. 

Diseases  of  the  Nerves— co»<. 

HydTooephalos         

— 

— 

Enoephalitis 

— 

— 

Abscess  of  Brain     

— 

Congestion  of  Brain 

— 

— 

Snb-section  2— 

Functional — 

Nervous  Disorders 

— 

Apoplexy       

— 

— 

Paralysis       

— 

— 

Chorea           

— 

— 

Epilepsy        

1 

— 

Neuralgia      

— 

— 

Hysteria 

1 

— 

Leoomotor  Ataxia 

1 

— 

Sub-section  3 — 

Idiocy 

— 

^ 

Mania 

— 

— 

Melancholia 

— 

— 

Dementia      

—  • 

— 

Delusional  Insanity 

— 

— 
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Colonial  and  SmalUpox  Hospitals^  Shebro — cont. 

»-. 

Yearly  Total. 

Remarks. 

due.. 

Deaths. 

Local  Diibabbb— con^. 

DiBeaaes  of  the  Eye 

1 

— 

ti         n       iMofle          •••       ••• 

— 

— 

.,         „       Giroalaiory  System 

2 

2 

„       Respiratory  System 

6 

1 

„         ,,       Digestire  System ... 

6 

1 

6 

— 

91         yy       Umuiry  System    ••• 

— 

— 

„         n       (JeneratiTe  System- 

" 

Male  Organs     ..• 

IS 

— 

Female  Organs ... 

2 

— 

„         „       Omns  of 

Locomotion. 

2 

— 

»,         „       Oellolar  Tissoe     ... 

8 

1 

„         „       Skin           

24 

— 

InjnrieSi  General         ••«        ...        ••• 

1 

— 

4 

— 

Sargical  Operations     

— 

Malformations 

— 

A  Olsons  •••        •..        .••        ...        ... 

— 

— 

jcaiasives           ...        .••        ••«        ... 

— 

— 

Total      ^ 

139 

9 

SllRRA 

Lboni, 
1899. 


April  28th,  1900. 
eaos 


M.  L.  Jabbett, 

Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon. 


3  G  3 
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No.  21. 

ITRINIDAD    AND    TOBAGO- 

REPORTS  FOR  1899. 


INDIAN  WALK  DISTRICT. 


Snt, 


Indian  Walk, 

27tli  January,  1900. 


I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  health  report  o£  tli^ 
Indian  Walk  District  for  1899. 

I  went  on  leave  in  April,  and  was  away  during  the  remaining 
part  of  the  year. 

Anterior  to  my  departure  there  was  little  to  record.  The 
health  of  the  District  up  to  that  period  was  good. 

Pa/upeT$. — ^During  the  year  it  seems  that  498  persons  were 
treated  on  pauper  certificates.  This  is  an  increase  over  the  nuiu* 
ber  for  1898.  In  the  most  healthy  and  prosperous  district  of 
the  Colony  there  should,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be  a  decline  in 
pauperism. 

VckcoifMxUon. — 345  successful  cases. 

Ta/a)s. — The  subject  of  yaws,  I  submit,  deserves  serious  con- 
uderation.  164  cases  came  under  treatment  during  the  jear. 
Of  these  64  were  cured.  Some  cases  were  recurrent.  With  \ 
lew  exceptions,  all  these  cases  were  treated  under  the  yaws  dis* 
ponsary  or  out-door  system.  This  is  a  good  system  in  a  way, 
r'ut  I  adhere  to  what  I  said  in  my  last  year's  report,  viz.: — 
'  That  cumpulsatory  treatment  in  Central  i  aws  Hospitals  will  1h» 
"the  only  effective  means  of  ever  stamping  out  this  tmuble- 
"  some  disease.'' 

Every  case  of  yaws  is  a  focus  of  infection,  and  the  disease  i^ 
spread  by  contagion  and  direct  contact.  Fresh  cases  continue 
to  present  themselves,  and,  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  will  con- 
tinue to,  until  the  foci  of  infection  are  removed. 
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YawB  is  a  dirt  disease — propagated  and  kept  up  by  dirt  and  Tbimidad 

e-risting  almost  without  exoeption  in  dir^  people.    One  of  the  akd 

*'  problems  of  the  future  "  in  connection  with  this  disease  would  ^?I^S*^' 

seem  to  be  "  how  best  to  improve  the  dwellings  of  the  poorer  ' 
**and  less  intelligent  classes. 

The  houses  of  most  of  these  people  are  bad,  badly  built,  badly 
kept.  Visiting  them  at  mid-day,  I  frequently  have  to  get  a 
lamp  to  enable  me  to  see  the  patient.  Every  particle  of  light  is 
excluded,  and  a  characteristic  and  sickening  odour  pervades 
the  sleeping  apartments. 

The  want  of  proper  and  adequate  water  supply  tends  to 
encourage  them  in  dirty  habits. 

90  per  cent,  of  the  cases  of  yaws  belong  to  tlie  "  great  un- 
washed/' though  I  supply  them  with  soap. 

If  ^ws  is  propagated  and  tfansmitted,  as  undoubtedly  it  is, 
by  dirty  and  dirW  people  of  dirty  habits,  living  in  insanitary 
dwellings,  I  think  it  not  unreasonable  to  suggest  that  attention 
might  be  invited  in  that  direction. 

The  '^  order,"  however,  is  a  serious  and  a  very  large  one. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  bacteriological  examination  of 

Sws  matter  I  made  when  recently  residing  at  the  "London 
hool  of  Tropical  Medicine."  The  yaws  material  was  kindly 
forwarded  by  the  Honourable  the  Acting  Surgeon-General,  and 
by  Drs.  Eakin  and  Dickson. 

Eeceived  November  23rd,  2  lots  yaws  matter,  A.  B.:  — 

I  (1.)  Yaws  scraping  :  | 

B    3  tubes   \  (2-)   I^o.   tubercle :  \  In  glycerine. 

1(3.)   Do.        do.        1 

The  tubercles  were  hardened  in  alcohol  and  microtomic  sections 
made  and  stained  as  follows:  — 

(a.)  Simple  stain  (Ziel  Neilsens) Result  Nil. 

(&.)        „         „      (Lodffleurs  Blue)        ...  „        », 

(e,)  Double  stain  (Easin  &  Hormatoscylin)  „        „ 

(d.)        „         „    (Graim*s Method)        ...  „        „ 

(«.)  Triple  stain  (Erldrick  Beondi)        ...  „        „ 

(Histological  changes  were  noted — ^but  this  is  purely  a  Bac- 
teriological Report,  and  they  are  not  recorded  here.) 

Slide  and  cover  glass  preparations  of  the  fresh  scrapings  were 
examined,  stained  and  unstained,  and  showed  multi-nnclear 
cells  with  granular  matter  and  non-striated  fibre  bodies. 
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Teinidad  Sterilused  broth  cultures  were  made  from  scrapings  A.,  and 

T^^  incubated  at  36^  C.  for  24  hours.     The  growth,  yellowish  and 

1899/*  *y"*Wd,  was  examined  microscopically.    Cover  glass  preparations 

.^  fixed  and  stained  ^.  Carbol  fuschine  gave:  — 

(a.)  Lacci,  (6.)  Diplococci,  (c.)  Yetia  Locci,  and  (d.)  Staphy- 
lococci. 

From  the  birth  cidtures,  sub-cultures  were  made— > 
(1.)  3  on  Gelatine,  Petri  Dis-Firs  and  incubated  at    22oC. 
(2.)  1  on  Agar-Agar  „  „  „  860  0, 

Distinct  colonies  grew. 

Those  on  the  gelatine  (some  of  which  produced  liquefaction) 
when  fixed  and  stained  were  shown  to  be  the  micro-organisms 
mentioned  above,  and  in  addition  a  baccillus,  short,  though  vary- 
ing in  length,  and  thick. 

The  Agar  plate  in  24  hours  showed  2  well-defined  colonies. 

(a.)  Yellow,  thick  growth  along  streaks,  and   (5.)  white- 
creamy  and  arborescent  growth. 
Preparations  from  (a.)  stained  ...      Staphylococci. 
»i  3,      (p-)      yy        ...      BaciUi, 

numerous,  short,  thick,  involution  forms  which  in  hanging  drop 
preparations  were  actively  motile. 

Stained  ^.  Carbol-fuschine,  as  above,  with  rounded  ends,  rod- 
shaped — spur  and  mature  forms — ^varying  in  lenfj^th. 

(Absolutely  pure  cultures  of  this  Bacillus  were  obtained.) 

The  yaws  scrapings  B.  were  dealt  with  in  similar  manner — 
some  stab-cultures  in  depth  of  gelatine  being  made  as  well. 
The  results  were  identical,  but  for  the  addition  of  Streptococci 
and  Badlli,  forming  filaments. 

Remarhs. — ^The  Staphylococcis  grown  was  the  *'  S.  Pyogene's 
Aureus.^'  This  and  the  other  micro-organisms  described  are 
not  pathogenic  of  yaws. 

The  Bacillus,  also  described,  is  the  *'  Bacillus  Subtilis''  which 
is  found  in  hay,  air,  dust,  and  soils.  It  is  non-pathogenic.  No 
other  micro-organisms  seemed  to  be  present  in  yaws  material 
dealt  with. 

I  have,  &c., 

B.  C.  Bennett, 
DUtrict  Medical  Officer. 
The  Honourable 

The  Sxtbgeon-Qenebal. 
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'  \  Tbihxdad 

AND 

REPORT  ON   THE  COLONIAL  HOSPITAL.  '^J^^' 


Colonial  Hospital, 

23rd  March,  1900. 
Sib, 

I  HATE  ibe  honour  to  forward  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
Colonial  Hospital  for  the  year  1899. 

Chief  Diseases  Treated. — ^Malarial  fever,  with  its  associated 
manifestations,  e.g.,  cachexia,  ansBmia,  &c.,  lead  as  usual.  The 
death-rate  from  malarial  fever  per  se   was  low. 

There  were  28  cases  of  Acute  Dysentery  admitted  from  the 
Oerman  warships  "Moltke'^  and  '^Stosch'^ ;  of  these  two  died; 
one  remained  on  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  is  still  in  hospital 
as  I  am  writing.  The  post  mortems  of  the  two  who  died  were 
tvpical  of  gangrenous  dysentery  as  is  seen  in  the  worst  form  of 
this  disease  mien  epidemic.  The  large  intestines  were  gan- 
grenous and  the  smsJl  much  congested  throughout.  The  disease 
was  said  to  be  due  to  the  drinking  of  impure  river  water  previous 
to  the  ships'  arrival  at  Trinidad.  The  other  cases  were  dis- 
charged cured.  The  one  that  remained  showed  symptoms  of 
typhoid  in  addition  to  those  of  dysentery,  viz.,  intestinal  hsemor- 
rhage,  and  prolonged  convalescence.  Several  drugs  were  used 
in  these  cases.  Tanalbin  did  good  in  a  few,  salol  and  quinine 
also  acted  beneficially.     Magnes.  sulph.  was  not  successful. 

There  were  12  deaths  from  Septieoemia  as  a  result  of  extravasa- 
tion of  urine  and  cases  of  labour  occurring  outside  the  hospital 
which  had  not  been  properly  attended  to  before  admicieion. 

Tvherevlosis  ^ave  135  deaths  for  the  year.  This  disease  ap- 
pears to  be  much  on  the  increase,  the  tendency  being  to  run  a 
rapid  and  fatal  course.  Whether  the  cause  of  the  disease  here 
could  be  traced  to  the  consumption  of  tuberculous  animals  is  a 
matter  for  further  investigation,  but  it  is  well  known  that  the 
drinking  of  milk  from,  or  the  eating  of  the  flesh  of  animals 
suffering  more  or  less  from  tubercle  is  condemned  as  inimical 
to  health,  and  that  the  commonest  disease  amongst  inbred  poultry 
is  known  on  post  mortem  evidence  to  be  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Unusual  eases  of  Poisoning. — ^There  were  five  cases  of  ptomaine 
from  eating  tinned  food ;  five  from  cassava,  and  three  from  nux 
vomica  or  the  physic-nut;  all  the  cases  did  well. 

Yaws. — ^This  disease  is  very  much  to  the  fore,  and  would  ap- 
pear to  be  either  on  the  increase  or  that  the  cases  are  being  care- 
rally  collected.    Sometime  in  July  I  began  to  use  guaiacol  in 
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thiB  disease,  poahing  the  doee  of  the  pure  guaaacol  to  IS.min.  3~ 
daily.  I  hare  had  no  bad  effects ;  the  urine  has  been  partly 
coloured  in  some,  but  got  dear  on  stopping  the  drug  for  a 
few  days.  The  results  have  been  beyond  my  best  expectations. 
Within  three  days  the  effect  of  the  drug  is  noticed.  From  July 
to  the  end  of  the  year,  I  discharged  11  cases ;  eight  were  put 
under  guaiacol  from  admission.  The  average  stay  of  these  was 
48  days;  the  longest  being  130,  and  the  shortest  14  days.  This 
last  case  came  in  a  cripple  from  the  yaws  tubercles  on  the  soles 
ol  his  feet ;  he  left  waDdnf  quite  stronff'  without  a  sign  of  the 
disease  locally.  Of  the  eight,  five  were  discharizred  cured ;  three 
absconded  not  quite  cured.  Of  the  remaining  three  cases,  one  . 
was  nine  months  in  hospital;  four  months  under  arsenic  and 
iodide  of  potassium  with  little  effect  on  the  disease,  and  five 
months  under  a  combined  treatment  of  the  above  and  thyroid 
tabloids — ^he  was  discharged  only  relieved ;  one  had  thyroid  tab* 
loids  for  163  days,  and  yaws  mixture  41 — he  absconded  after 
204  days'  treatment,  without  guaiaool,  relieved.  The  third  case 
had  thyroid  tabloids  for  three  months,  yaws  mixture  one  month, 
very  slight  improvement.  Guaiacol  was  then  given  for  137 
days,  and  he  was  discharged  cured. 

Arsenic  and  Iodide  of  Potassium  are  uncertain  in  their  results, 
and  always  require  prolonged  treatment,  so  much  so  that  one  is 
inclined  to  doubt  whether  the  drug  has  any  effect  on  the  course 
of  the  disease.  Mercury  has  some  controlling  effect  on 
the  disease,  but  the  drug  has  to  be  pushed  to  its  utmost  tolera- 
tion to  obtain  it.  Thyroid  tabloids  appear  to  do  'good,  but  its 
action  is  neither  certain  nor  constant. 

I  have,  Ac, 
E.  A.  Qatnes  Doyls, 

Resident  Surgeon. 
The  Honourable 

The  Sxtbgeon-Genebal. 


No.  3  DISTRICT,  TOBAGO. 


Sm, 


No.  3  District,  Tobago, 

26th  January,  1900. 


I  lUVB  the  honour  to  forward  you  the  Report  on  the 
Health  of  my  District  during  the  year  1899. 

Taws. ^This  disease  prevails  to  a  very  neat  extent  in  my 

District,  fully  15  per  cent,  of  the  population  being  afilioted  with 
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it    I  attend  between  300  and  400  caaes  weekly.    The  attendance    Tbimidad 
at  the  TariouB  stations  was  various  satisfactory.    I  receiyed  every        and 
assistance  from  the  energetic  yaws  constables,  Eli  Wallace,  John     '^?^^^ 
Edwards,  Paul  Bennet,  and  William  C.  James.    The  number       t_.' 
of  persons  affected  remains  constant,  for  no  sooner  are  some  of 
those  under  treatment  cured,  when  fresh  cases  applv  for  attend- 
ance.   Every  viUagfe  in  my  District  contains  numbers  of  yaws 
cases,  and  hence  the  healthy  are  always  exposed  to  contagion. 

WKooping-Cough. — ^Two  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease,  but 
there  was  no  epiaemic  of  the  malady  this  year. 

MaroMnus. — The  number  of  children  who  suffer  and  die  from 
marasmus  is  very  great  I  have  done  mv  utmost  to  instil  in  the 
minds  of  the  peasantry  the  simplest  prmciples  and  practice  of 
feeding  infants  and  children,  but  with  no  measure  of  success. 
I  am  much  afraid,  therefore,  that  this  disease  will  continue 
to  swell  the  infant  mortality. 

Malaria. — In  the  later  months  of  the  year,  malarial  fever  (re- 
mittent),  was  rather  prevalent.  It  was,  however,  of  a  nnld 
type. 

I  have,  &c., 

Thomas  B.  EENinr, 

District  Medical  Officer. 
The  Honourable  ^ 

The  Subgeon-Qenekal. 


WINDWARD  DISTRICT  (No.  4)  TOBAGO. 


Tobago, 
12th  February,  1900. 
Sni, 

As  requested  in  your  Circular,  No.  299,  dated  January 
18th,  1900,  and  received  by  me  on  the  26th,  I  have  the  honour 
to  forward  for  your  consiaeration  the  annual  Health  Report  of 
this  District. 

I  am  unable  to  furnish  an  exact  return  of  the  number  cf 
paupers  treated  in  the  District  during  the  past  year,  as,  previous 
to  my  appointment,  Dr.  Lassalle  was  in  charge  of  the  District 
for  a  short  time,  but  since  my  tenure  of  office  tue  number  at- 
tended has  averaged  about  seventy  per  month. 
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Tbinidad       The  diseases  which  were  most  prevalent— I  quote  them  in  the 
T^^o.     ^^^^  ^*  ^^^^  frequency,  were:  — 
1899.  1. — Malarial  fever  and  its  complications. 

2.— Taws. 

3. — ^Diseases  of  malnutrition,  chronic  ulcers,  ansemia,  &c., 

frequently  a  sequel  to  yaws. 
4. — ^Vermes. 

5. — ^Acute  dysentery  and  diarrhcea. 
6. — ^Whooping-cough. 
7. — ^Diseases  of  women. 
8. — ^Diseases  of  children. 
9. — Other  general  diseases. 

Malarial  Fever  was  very  prevalent  throughout  the  entire 
District,  if  anything  occurring  most  commonly  in  that  district 
lying  between  the  "Military  Hoad"  and  "Louis  D'Or"  estate, 
and  comprising  "Kendal  Place/'  "Moerawe,"  "  Argyle,"  "Box- 
burgh,"  and  "Louis  D'Or''  Settlement. 

Yaws  is  also  of  verj'  general  occurrence  throughout  the 
District. 

During  1899,  there  were  390  cases  treated,  and  60  discharged 
as  completely  cured.  The  general  condition  of  ihe  remainder  who 
have  been  under  treatment  for  any  time  shows  a  marked  im- 
provement. From  their  generally  improved  condition  I  antici- 
pate that  there  will  be  a  larger  percentage  of  cures  for  this  year. 

Diseases  of  Malnutrition. — These  form  a  large  class,  and  are 
i^preaented  principally  by  chronic  ulcerations,  anaemia,  debility, 
Ac.  They  are  largely  a  sequel  of  yaws  aggravated  by  poverty  of 
diet.  They  show,  as  a  rule,  a  marked  reaction  to  tonic  treat- 
ment ;  but,  I  regret  to  say  relapse  almost  equally  readUy,  when 
the  patients  are  again  exposed  to  their  former  adverse  conditions 
of  life.     This  is  especially  so  among  the  aged. 

Vermes. — ^Lumbricoid  worms  are  most  extraordinarily  com- 
mon among  young  children ;  probably  it  is  no  exaggerated  eetimate 
to  say  that  at  least  75  per  cent,  of  children  under  eight  are  so 
affected.  Other  varieties  do  not  occur  with  sujQ&cient  frequency 
to  warrant  special  mention.  Very  few  cases  of  anchylostomiasis  . 
have  come  under  my  notice.  My  opportunities  for  observations, 
however,  have  been  small. 

Acute  Dysentery  and  Diarrhoea. — Cases  of  acute  dysentery  and 
diarrhoea  were  very  common  from  June  to  November.  Some  of 
the  former  were  of  an  extremely  severe  type. 

The  disease  seems  to  have  practically  exhausted  itself,  cases 
of  the  kind  being  rare  now. 

Whooping-Cough. — ^This  was  prevalent  throughout  the  Dis- 
trict during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 
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It  was  of  a  comparatiYely  mild  type,  and  is  now  practically    Trinidad 
extinct.  ^  ^^^ 

•.^  jlOBAQO 

Diseases  of  Women. — ^There  was  notliing  of  special  note  with       i899.  ' 

regard  to  these.    The  p^xentage  of  cases  was  not  larger,  I  should       

consider,  than  was  to  be  expected. 

Diseases  of  Children. — ^The  disorder  most  fre^jnently  affecting 
children  was,  undoubtedly,  vermes.  Next  to  this  came  malarial 
fever,  principally  of  the  intermittent  type.  There  were,  more- 
over, a  considerable  number  of  cases  of  gastric  and  alimentary 
disorders,  due  mainly  to  improper  feeding. 

Other  General  Diseases. — ^Among  other  diseases  none  call  tar 
special  mention. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  of  opinion  that,  satisfactory  as  the  eenerai 
health  condition  of  the  District  is,  improvement  is  not  oiuy  pos- 
sible, but  to  be  expected,  as  the  diseases  most  frequently  met 
with  were  not  of  very  varied  character,  but  arranged  themselves 
jnto  groups  to  a  large  extent  due  to  preventable  causes. 

The  chief  of  these,  malaria,  will  no  doubt  be  greatly  modified 
by  the  cultivation  and  better  drainage  of  the  swampier  districts. 
A  good  deal  could  also  be  done  at  comparative  small  cost  by 
the  introduction  of  Eucalyptus  trees  into  the  neighbourhood. 

As  the  chief  of  the  other  diseases  are  greatly  modified,  if  not 
in  part  actually  occasioned  by  improper  food  and  uncleanly  habits 
on  the  part  of  the  people  themselves,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the 
material  and  moral  improvement  in  their  condition  which  is  to 
be  anticipated  under  the  more  favourable  political  and  economic 
conditions  which  at  present  exist,  will  effect  such  a  regeneration 
in  their  mode  of  life  as  will  itself  go  far  to  do  away  with  them. 

Apologising  for  the  unavoidable  delay  in  forwarding  this 
Beport. 

I  have,  ftc., 

J.  Yrakk  Oibbon, 

District  Medical  Officer. 
The  Honourable 

The  SuBGEON-GhENERAL. 


ARIMA  YAWS  HOSPITAL. 


Arima, 

20ih  February,  1900. 
Aot, 

(a.)  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  m^  first  annual  Beport 
mi  th^  working  of  the  Arima  Yaws  Hospital  during  the  year 
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Tkinidad    1899,  together  with  returns  showing  number  of  cases  treated, 

AND  ^^ 

Tobago 
^®^-  (6.)  The  hospital,  which  was  opened  in  the  month  of  May, 

1899,  is  situated  on  a  rising  piece  of  ground  on  the  Eastern  Main 
Boad,  between  Arima  and  Dabadie. 

It  contains  accommodation  for  25  patients — 10  males  and  15 
females  and  infants;  there  are  besides,  a  kitchen,  store  room, 
bath  room,  and  two  cesspits  with  concrete  bottoms  and  trap 
doors.  The  grounds  are  extensive  and  have  been  planted  up 
with  crotons,  provisions,  &c.,  and  present  rather  a  neat  appear- 
ance. 

(e,)  The  drainage  is  somewhat  defective  at  present,  but  this 
could  not  be  attended  to,  as  it  would  have  necessitated  the  laying 
of  concrete  drains  where  the  proposed  extension  is  to  take  place. 

The  other  sanitary  arrangements  are  good. 

(d.)  The  water  is  now  supplied  by  a  pipe  from  the  Arima  main, 
and  it  is  plentiful  and  excellent  in  quality.  The  dietary  is 
sufficient  m  quantity  and  good  in  quality,  and  the  patients 
readily  partake  of  it. 

(e,)  Although  there  is  only  accommodation  for  26  patients,  yet 
the  daily  average  in  hospital  was  31. 

As  most  of  the  patients,  however,  were  infants  from  two  to 
10  years,  no  serious  inconvenience  was  felt.  The  conduct  of 
some  of  the  bigger  boys  was  bad  at  times,  and  severe  measures 
had  to  be  resorted  to.  In  one  case  the  culprit  remained  three 
days  in  the  police  cells,  and  had  to  find  a  surety  for  his  future 
good  conduct.  Perhaps  it  would  be  desirable  to  add  a  dis- 
ciplinary clause  to  the  Yaws  Hospital  Regulations. 

(f.)  Amongst  those  discharged  as  cured,  were  seven  indentured 
immigrants  who  were  returned  to  their  estate  hospital  whence 
they  were  subsequently  discharged  as  cured,  and  three  other 
patients,  who  for  various  reasons  had  to  leave  the  hospital  before 
they  were  completely  cured,  but  also  attended  as  out-patients 
and  were  in  due  time  discharged  in  good  health.  8o  that  out  of 
a  total  of  112  admissions,  67  were  discharged  cured,  or  about  70 
per  cent. 

(ff.)  The  general  improvement  of  the  patient  must  be  secured 
when  necessary,  before  resorting  to  any  special  treatment. 
Moreover,  strict  hyjrienic  rules,  bathing  and  a  nutritious  diet 
are,  I  consider,  essentials  in  the  treatment  of  yaws  "Dono- 
van's "  solution  either  alone  or  in  combination  with  cinchona  or 
syrup  of  iodide  of  iron,  is  responsible  for  most  of  the  cures  in 
children.  Of  course,  this  drug  has  already  stood  the  test  of 
many  years,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  the  ideal  treatment  for  yaws 
in  children.  It  is  well  borne  and  its  dose  can  be  rapidly  in- 
creased witiiout  any  ill  effect.     Iodide  of  potassium  and  mer- 
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cvLTj  in  combination  have  been  also  used  amon|;^st  the  adults,    Tbinidad 
especially   in   those   cases    where   tertiary   syphilisis    co-exist.        ^^^ 
Thyroid  extract  and  carbonate  of  guaiacol  were  tried  at  the  ^  "^f^o*^* 

Colonial  Hospital,  and  I  determined  to  give  both  these  drugs  a        

ixial.  Out  of  twenty  cases  (and  very  severe  cases  indeed),  in 
which  thyroid  extract  was  given,  13  cases  were  cured  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  with  an  average  stay  of  about  eight  weeks  each ; 
BIX  cases  are  still  under  treatment,  and  are  rapidly  improving, 
and  the  remaining  case,  a  rather  remarkable  one,  as  it  is  com- 
plicated with  Inpus  and  ringworm,  lias  shown  no  signs  of  im- 
provement, although  one  would  have  imagined  that  it  was  jnst 
the  most  suitable  case  for  thyroid  treatment,  considering  the 
presence  of  lupus  in  the  patient. 

I  mnst  here,  however,  add,  that  the  above  case  has  been  under 
my  constant  observation  for  twelve  months,  and  has  baffled  all 
my  efforts  at  treatment.  Under  this  drug,  the  tubercles  rapidly 
disappear,  and  the  general  health  of  the  patient  seems  to  im- 
prove. In  some  cases  up  to  nine  and  ten  tabloids  were  adminis- 
tered daily. 

I  cannot  speak  yet  of  carbonate  of  guaiacol  with  any  degree  of 
certainty,  but  as  far  as  I  can  observe  at  present,  I  think  this 
drug  is  likely  to  be  a  very  serviceable  one.  Will  these  cases 
be  permanent?  This  will  be  only  definitely  settled  by  time,  and 
in  my  next  Beport,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  supplement  this  with 
some  further  figures. 

(A.)  Two  relapses  took  place  after  apparent  cure.  From  a 
rougn  record  which  I  have  kept  for  the  past  three  years,  I  esti- 
mate that  relapses  occurred  in  at  least  10  per  cent,  of  my  cases. 
• 

(i.)  Every  Monday  out-patients  are  attended  to,  and  on  the 
same  day  the  discharged  patients  also  occasionally  report  them- 
sielves,  so  as  to  make  sure  that  the  cure  is  complete.  190  cases 
were  attended  to  during  the  year,  112  being  admitted  to  hospital, 
and  78  treated  as  out-patients.  Qf  that  total  106  were  cured. 
58  cases  came  from  the  small  village  of  Dabadie.  This  was 
formerly  a  hot-bed  of  yaws ;  but  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  state 
chat  it  has  now  practically  ceased  to  exist  there* 

During  this  year  it  is  expected  that  most  of  the  cases  will  hail 
from  the  Manzanilla  District,  where  at  present  a  good  many 
exist. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  A.  De  Veetbttil, 

DUtriet  Medical  Officer. 
The  Honourable 

The  StTBOEON-OENEBAL. 
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TUNIDAD 
AND 

ToBAooi    Admissions,  Dischabgbs,  and  Dbaths  of  Patibnts  dubinq  thb 
1899.  Yaws 


Monthii 


Oolonlal  Hot- 
pltaL 

400Bedi. 


Sao  Feniando 
Hospital. 

144  Beds. 


D18TBI0T 


St  Jooeph. 
40] 


Taoarlgm. 
34Bedg. 


I 


Arinuk 
MSadi. 


•8 


Jtanmtf 
Ftlbvmry 
ICMOk   .. 
April     .. 
May      .. 
June 
July       .. 
Avgiiflt  .. 
September 
October .. 
Norember 
December 

Total 


606 
614 
519 
434 
885 
4U 
464 
470 
600 
606 
499 
63S 


669 
430 
498 
480 
841 
828 
415 
876 
463 
476 
466 
436 


261 
204 
108 
166 
166 
188 
166 
207 
204 
260 
206 
176 


199 
196 
186 
164 
142 
148 
1S7 
170 
200 
228 
186 
179 


6W 


6;04 


768 


2337 


2a06 


261 


306 


277 


43 


466 


881 


406 


864 


flotil  number  remaining  in  Hospitals  on  81st  December,  1896 
«  n      admitted  during  the  year  ended  Slst  December,  1809 


Total  number  treated  during  the  year  1809 
Number  dlecharged  during  the  year  ended  81st  December,  1899 

M  Uleu  m  m  m  m 


9379 
1360. 


807 
10311 

11,418 
10,789 


«,         remaining  in  Hospitals  on  81st  December,  1899 67^ 

Daily  aterege  number  in  Hospitals  In  1899       086 

Pereentage  of  deaths  on  number  treated  during  1899 11*91 
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Trimidad 

AND 

Ybab  1899,  AT  THE   Colonial,  San  Fbbnando,  Distbiot   and     Tobag^i, 
Hospitals.  i^^^- 


and  TAW8  hospitals. 


OhagDADM. 

SOBeAit. 


Coava. 
40Beda. 


I 


Prinoet  Town. 
SO  Beds. 


Cedros. 
aOBeds. 


Tobago. 


Arlma  Taws. 
26  Beds. 


TotaL 


i 


so 

24 

29 
28 
87 
13 
28 
17 
16 
14 
14 
16 


38 
SS 

48 

26 
10 
80 
16 
SO 
20 
20 
88 
24 


8S 
24 
26 
22 
86 
26 
84 
21 
SI 
SS 
8S 


88 
81 
31 
20 
81 
2S 
80 
17 
88 
86 
18 


1.079 
988 
981 
771 
768 
740 
797 
896 
916 

urn 

891 
91S 


040 
801 
870 
807 
66S 
68S 
700 
718 
816 
870 
816 
778 


146 

no 

116 
108 
UO 
00 
118 

lis 

18S 
100 
106 

m 


888 


868 


68 


870 


818 


63 


S06 


860    47 


73 


58 


16 


63 


18 


U3 


77 


10^11 


9.379 


1360 


Deaths  occnrrins  within  the  undermentioned  periods  after  admission. 


84Honr8. 

a  Days. 

SDaya 

IWeek. 
284 

2Weeka 

1  Month. 

3  Mentha 

SMontha 

TotaL 

148 

138 

176 

190 

268 

134 

106 

WO 

P.  LOVBLL,  ■ 

Snrgeon-GeneraL 
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Trinidad  Return  of  the  Statistics  of  Population  for  the  year  1899. 

AND  Number  of  inhabitants  in  1898 260,517 

189"^'  »»          ^"^^«  during  the  year  1899...        9,654 

^^  „          Deaths          „              ,,         ...        6,495     ...       3,159 


Immigrants  during  the   year     21,073 

1899. 
Emigrants    during    the    year      15,271     ...       5,802 

1899. 


Inhabitants  in  1899 ...  269,478 


JLU(7rf3ttB>3  •••  ••«  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  0,t70JL 

x^eorvasG     ..•         •••  ...  ..»         ...  •••  ••• 
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Bbtubn  of  D18BA8B8  and  Dbaths  in  1899  at  the  following  Tsimidai> 

.«  AND 

Institutiovs  : — Colonial  Hospital  ;  Sah  Fbbn avdo  ;  Tobaoo, 

DisTBiOT  Hospitals— St.  Joseph,  Tacabigua,  Abima,  ^^^^' 
Chaguanas,  Couva,  Pbinces  Town,  Cbdbos,  Tobago, 
and  Yaws  Hospital,  Abima. 


Yearly 

Total. 

T^iflfiBflfifl 

RemarlcB. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

GENERAL  D18EASE&- 

YaociDia         

•         ... 

1 

— 

MeasleB 

»..         • 

*•         ... 

1 

— 

Wbooping  Cough 

.•         •« 

>•         .•• 

1 

1 

Inflaenia 

..         t 

.«         ... 

12 

— 

Diphtheria     ... 

»••         • 

I.         •.. 

— 

1 

Febricnla 

.. 

••         ... 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

>••         • 

.•         ft. 

21 

29 

Cholera 

1*.         . 

..         ... 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

... 

t.         ... 

215 

94 

Kakk^ 

>..         . 



1 

— 

Malarial  Fever — 

(a.)  Intermittent 

..         . 

•         ... 

963 

2 

v6.)  Remittent 

• 

•         ... 

289 

50 

(r.)  Pernicious  R. 

«•         .< 

•         *•• 

41 

10 

PhagediBDa    ... 

••         . 

.•         ... 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

>••         • 

..         ••« 

13 

3 

Pyemia 

.. 



1 

— 

Septicoemia    ... 

... 

•         .•• 

4 

13 

Tetanus 

1.         ... 

5 

25 

Tubercle 

... 

..         ... 

35 

31 

,  Leprosy — 

(a.)  Tubercular    . 

..         •< 

•         •»• 

35 

1 

(6.)  Anasthetic 

>«.         • 



83 

7 

Yaws 

.•         •< 

166 

— 

6202 

3D 
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Trinidad 

AMD 
TOBAQO. 

1899. 


Yearly  Total. 

Difleases. 

R^mftrks. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

GENKKATi  DISEASES— con/. 

*"  Sypbilis — 

(a.)  Primary         

21 

— 

{b.)  Secondary      

40 

— 

(c.)  Inherited        

58 

10 

€k>norrhoea 

185 

•- 

Hydrophobia 

— 

1 

Scurvy...        •••        ..•        •••        ••• 

— 

— 

AlcoholiBm 

31 

1 

Delirium  Tremens 

3 

— 

BheumatiBm 

200 

— 

Rheumatic  Fever      

— 

— 

Gout 

1 

— 

New  Growth,  non-malignant 

65 

2 

New  Growth,  malignant      

23 

9 

An»mia         

681 

.    74 

Hcemophilia 

1 

— 

Diabetes  meUituB     

6 

2 

Diabetes  insipiduB 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth      

5 

22 

Debility         

309 

61 

Old  Age         

66 

68 

LOCAL  diseases- 

Diseases  OF  THE  NbBVOUB  SYSTEM— 

Sub-section  1— 

Diseases  of  the  Nerres— 

Neuritis         

3 

— 

Hoemorrhage 

7 

6 

. 

Meningitis     

2 

8 

Locomotor  Ataxia 

2 

— 
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DifleaseB. 

Yearly 

Total 

Trinidad 

AND 

Tobago, 
Remarks.           1899. 

Oases. 

Deaths. 

LOOAL  DISEASES— corU. 

Diseases     of     the     Nbrtous 
System— con<. 

Sab-seotion  1 — coni. 

Myelitis         

— 

1 

Hydrocephalus         

7 

4 

Enoephalltis 

1 

— 

Abscess  of  Brain      

1 

.    1 

Congestion  of  Brain 

2 

4 

Softening  of  Brain 

— 

1 

Sob-section  2— 

Functional  Nervous  Disorders — 

Apoplexy       

4 

« 

Paralysis        

67 

5 

• 

Eclampsia      

16 

19 

Chorea           

2 

— 

Torticollis      

1 

— 

Epilepsy        

45 

2 

Tetany           

— 

1 

Neuralgia       

65 

— 

Hysteria         

20 

1 

Neurasthenia 

2 

— 

Sub-section  3— 

Mental  Diseases — 

Idiocy...        •••        ...        ... 

1 

— 

Mania 

34 

— 

Melancholia 

15 

— 

Dementia       

27 

— 

Delusional  Insanity 

— 

— 

Diseases  of  the  Eye 

201 

— 

n            »        Bw 

10 

.^ 
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TklMDAD 

AND 

TOBAOO, 

1899. 


Yearly 

Total. 

Diseases. 

Remarks. 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

LOCAL  DISEASES-coiK. 

Diseases  of  the  Nose           

26 

— 

„          „      Circulatory    System 

97 

27 

„          „      Respiratory        „ 

676 

274 

„      Digestive 

781 

267 

„          „      Lymphatic         „ 

37 

— 

n          »      Urinary              „ 

268 

118 

„          „      Generative         „ 

— 

— 

,,         „      Male  Organs 

288 

6 

„          1,      Female  Oigans 

224 

16 

Affections  connected  with  Pregnancy 

71 

1 

,.               „               „  Parturition 

281 

5 

„           consequent  on           „ 

23 

2 

Diseases  of  the  Female  Breast 

32 

2 

„          ,1      Organs  of  Locomotion 

102 

2 

,,         „      Cellular  Tissue 

209 

1 

n         V      Skin 

709 

8 

Injuries,  Oeneral      

92 

23 

„        Local          

694 

7 

Surgical  Operations 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Poisons          

37 

3 

Ankylostoma 

188 

23 

No  appreciable  disease        

524 

— 

Total  for  Year     

9,379 

1,360 
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